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A summary or Major Changes in A~y Organization, 1939-1945

1. This report 1s a summary of the major
changes in the organization or the Canadian Army during
the period of the Second World War. Although much of
the material is available in reports of the Historical
Section (O.S.), the aim of this report is to put it into
a form suitable for ready referenca. The scope is
therefora limited to tho organization of divisions - both
infantry and armourod - and of indopendent armoured brigados
and units of basic l~portanco such as the infantry
battalion, tho armoured reg~ont, and the roglnont of
field artillery.

THE IIWANTRY DIVISION

2. On tho outbroak of the Second Uorld War,
an Ordor in Council, P.C. 2482 of 1 Sap 39, named as
components of the Canadian Active Service Force tho
1st and 2nd Divisions togother with thoir necessary
ancillaries (G.O. 135/39, Schedule "DIl ). Units wore
mobilizod on tho appropriate British war establishment
according to a list issued by National Defenco Headquarters
in Juno 1939 (H.Q.S. 3498-4, vol 1: C.O.S. to D.Os.C.,
26 Jun 39). The composition of a division at that time
is given in Appendix lIA Il to this Report.

3. Early revision was necessary in ardor to
conform to the existing organization of a British division,
which no longer required n ~echanized divisional cavalry
regiment nor a machine gun battalion for each brigade.
On the other hand, thore was added an infan~ry anti-tank
compnay for oach brigado, intolligence sections, certain
light aid detachments, and personnel of the pay corps.

Moreover, field brigades of artillery wore to bocome
field rogiments on arrival ovorsens.* Thorofore, prior to
sending the 1st Division abroad, National Defonce
Headquarters notified London that it would consist of:

*See paragreph 52 of this Report.
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Units Offrs O.R.

Divisional headquartors 18 120
Employment platoon 34
Divisional and three infantry
brigade sections intelligence
corps 2 16

3 !nfantry brigado hOfldquartcrs 27 168
3 Infantry anti-tank companies 12 198

Hoadquarters divisional artillery 6 24
Headquartors divisional ongineers 7 31
Headquarters divisional army
service corps 7 29
Anti-tank rogimont 18 525

3 Field regiments 25-pounder 84 1665
Divisional fiold park conpnny 3 153

3 Fiold companios 15 711
Divisional signals 18 473

9 Rifle battalions 198 5826
Divisional arnounitlon conpany 11 379
Divisional petrol conpnny 7 292
Divisional supply col~~ 15 443

3 Fiold ambulancos 36 666
Field hygiene scction 1 28
Provost company 1 108
Divisional postal unit 1 24

9 Light aid detachments 9 108
Pay corps porsonnel 17 19

Total division 1IT3 12,040

Additional units

3.Mnchine gun battn1ions
3 Llght aid detachments

.Pay corps personnel
Totnl of nbovo

66
3
3

72

1995
36

3
2034

(~.D., G.5. 1 Cdn Div, 5 Oct 
17 Dec 39, Appx XI-8{b): Tel
562, N.D.H.Q. to C.M.H.Q., 22
Nov 39)

4. A similar organization was adoptod by tho
3rd Division and units of n 4th Division on thoir
mobilization in the sunun e r of 1940 (G.Os. 184/40 and
50/41 effective 24 May 40). About tlmt time, howcvor, tho
number of officers increasod consiuerably with the
docision to substitute subalterns for Warrant Officers
Class III, of whom thoro had beon 155 in the 1st Division
a1ono* (P.C. 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40. 500 n1so C.M.H.Q.

*Thore had boon W.Os. III in tho field rogiment and anti
tank rogiment, R.C.A., divisional signnls, ~nd the infantry
(rifle) and nachine gun battalions.
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rile 9/Substitution/1: Turner to Senior Orfieer, 27 Apr
40, end G.S.O. II to G.S.O. I, 1 Mny 40).

5. Lessons learnod in the initial crumpalgn
in Franco wore studied in dotail by a special committee
of tho War Offico honded by Genoral Sir Willian Bartholo
mew, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.D. After rovlo~ing its report,
the Army Council decidod that tho basic orgnnlzation of
a division should be ret~lnod but that thoro should bo
n closer affiliation of artillery rogiments and field
companies to infantry brigades. Provision wns made for
brigade groups, and tho following ~jor units were added
to the British division:

One mediun regiment (6-inoh howitzers)
Ono light anti-nirornrt regiment
One reconnaissance unit
One machino gun battalion

(C.II.H.Q. £lIe l/Ro-Orgil:
~ar Orfioo letter 207Gen/
5884 (S.D.l), 13 Oot 40)

With tho exception of tho regiMent of 6-inch howitzors,
which Lt-Gon McNaughton had previously stntod ho would ro
tain in Corps artillery, those changos in organization were
promptly "ncceptad nnd approvod in principla lt for tho ostn
blishmonts of tho 1st and 2nd Divisions (ibid: Tel G.S. 20~2,

McNaUghton to Crarar, 26 Sop 40, and reply, G.S.D. 74, 18
Oct 40).

6. Tho Fiold Force Committee at tho War Ofrioo
then procoded to draft Organizntion Plan 35 (F.F.C. 35),
which dotailed the stnndnrd composition of a British
division. ·:t Fren this docUI:lont we-.s draftod in turn a
proposod conposition of the Canndinn Corps ns n corps
of throe divisions and one n~lourod division. This
received tho approvc.l of tho War Corunlttoo of tho Cnbinot
on 3 Apr 41. Each of tho throo Canadian infantry divisions
ovorsons wns to consist of:

*C.M.H.Q. rilo 1/Fo~~tions/4/4 oontnins a eopy or
F.F.C. 35 dated 21 Nov 40.
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HEADQUARTERS I
Headquarters of a division

Divisional intolligenco soction
Divisional fiold socurity soction
Divisional headquartors dofence nnd enploynont

platoon

ARTILLERY'
Headquarters, divisional ~rtl11ory

3 Field rogi~ents

Headquarters, anti-tank rogimont
1 Anti-tank battory - 16 guns

Headquarters, light anti-aircraft rogicont
1 Light anti-aircraft battory - 12 guns

ENGINEERS'
Headquarters, divisional enginoers

1 Fiold park oompany
3 Field companios

SIGNALS'
Divisional signals

ARMOURED CORPS:
Reconnaissance battalion

INFANTRY'
Machine gun battalion

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT:
Headquartors, divisional R.C.A.S.C.

Divisional ammunition company
Divisional petrol conpnny
Divisional supply colunn

MEDICAL'
3 Fiold ambulancos
1 Fiold hygione sootion

ORDNANCE ,
4 Light aid dotaohmonts (hoavy) - Typo "A"
7 Light aid dotaohmonts (light) - Typo "B"
4 Light anti-aircraft or~~~nco workshop subsections

Divisional ordnanco workshop
Divisional ordnanco fiold park
Mobile laundry and forw~rd docont~1nAtionunit
Mobile bath unit
Salvago unit

PROVOST:
Divisionnl provost co~pany

POSTAL:
Divisional postal unit

3 IllFANTRY BRIGADES, oach with:
HOQdquarters, infnntry brigado

Inf~try brigado headqunrtors defonce platoon
Anti-tank battory
Light anti-airoraft battory

3 Infantry battalions

(C.M.H.Q. filo 1/Fornntions/4/6:
Memo entitled "Approved Composition
of Canadian Corps", undated)
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7, Meanwhile, the War Office had set up
anothor contr.llttee undor Maj-Gen L.H.K. Finch, D.8.0.,
C.B.E., to examine the vohicle establishment of nnlY
units with a view to casing the serious strain on producDion
and shipping and to facilitate provision ~nd nnintenance.
Pending the report of this co~ittee, detailod lllplcrnont
ntion of new establishments was dolayed until 1941.
(C.M.H.Q. fila 1/Ra-Org/l/2: ~ar Office lattor 57/Vohiclos/
9279 (S.D.l), 27 Mar 41, contains n sucnary of tho
rocommendations of the Finch Connittoo approved by tho
Army Council)

8. There had boon considerable difficulty,
for example, in obtaining motorcycle conbinntlons for
the reconnaissanco squadrons organized for tho 1st and
2nd Divisions 1n tho SUT.rr.ler of 1940, nnd those squadrnns
wora disbandod in January 1941 (G.Os. 200/40 effective
22 Jun 40, 155/41, effective 19 Aug 40, and 156/41, ef
fective 25 Jan 41). Contrary to British practice in
creating a separate Reconnaissance Corps, the new Canadian
divisional reconnaissance battalions equipped with scout
cars and carriers were allocated to the Canadian Armoured
Corps (G.O. 41/41, effective 26 Jan 41). Subsequently,
they were redesignated reconnaissance regiments (G.O.
455/42, effective 8 Jun 42).

9. The infantry anti-tank companies were
abolished early in February 1941 (G.O. 114/41, effective
5 Feb 41). Immediately afterwards, divisional headquarters
defence and employment platoons and infantry brigade
headquarters defence platoons were organized rrom The
Lorne Scots (Peal, Dufferin and Halton Regiment). This
action was taken for the 1st and 2nd Divisions effective
6 Feb 4~, for the 3rd Division 7 Apr 41, and for the 4th
Division 10 May 41 (G.O. 151/41).

10. Formerly units of the ordnance service had
been classl1'ied as corps troops or ancillaries.. Following
the Bartholomew Report, however, the British introduced
a divisional ordnance work,hop and identified the following
as integral parts of a division:

Light aid detachmonts
Divisional ordnance workshop
Divisional ordnance field park section
Mobile laundry and decontamination unit
Mobile bath unit
Selvage unit

(C.M.H.Q. file l/Formations/
4/4: Memo on war establish
ments, 27 Nov 40)

The Canadians took similar action in 1941, but early in
1942 it was ruled that the last three units would no
longer fonm part of the standard armoured or infantry
division (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/6. W.O. letter
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20/Misc/2071 (S.D.l), 2 Jan 42). That year the mobile
bath unit became part of the R.C.A.M.C., but the
following year it reverted to the R.C.C.C. on being
combined with the mobile laundry (G.O. 145/42, effective
26 Mar 42, and G.O. 144/43, effective 1 Jan 43).

11. During 1941 the British also introduced a
new organization for the Royal Army Service Corps which
abolished the rigid system of carrying fixed quantities
of ammunition, petrol, and other stores in various
echelons on wheels and substituted R.A.S.C. companies
based on standardized transport platoons (C.M.H.Q. file
6/Re-Org/RASC/l: W.O. letter 20!RASC/2392 (S.D.~), 13 Aug
41). The new organization was applied to the R.C.A.S.C.
at the beginning of March 1942 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative
Order No. 38, effective 1 Mar 42).

12. The light anti-aircraft regiment, R.C.A.,
and its accompanying light anti-aircraft ordnance workshop
subsections were eventually added to each Canadian division
in turn durin$ the first part of 1942 (C.M.H.Q. files
1/Formations/6/2 and /3: C.A.O.R.Os. 1697, 2004 and 2384(
Cdn Army Order of Battle as of 1 Mar, 11 May and 1 Aug 42).

13. Mainly because of the shortago of manpower,
however, tho Field Force Committee of the War Office had
boon forced to redraft F.F.C. 35 during 1941. Tho new
organizational plan, F.F.C. 36, Part 1, dated 14 Jan 42,
providod for a division on a higher establishment with
17,395 all ranks or on a lower establishmont with 12,210.
(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/6 contains a copy) Tho
Canadians retained the higher establishment and planned
an ar.moured corps and an infantry corps, the latter to
have three divisions organizod as follows:

HEADQUARTERS:
Headquarters of a division

Divisional headquarters defence and employment
platoon

Divisional intelligence section
Field socurity scction

ARTILLERY:
Headquarters diVisional artillery

3 Field regimonts
Headquarters anti-tank regiment

Anti-tank battory (16 guns)
Headquartors light anti-aircraft regiment

Light nnti-aircraft battery

ENGINEERS:
Headquarters divisional engineers

1 Field park company
3 Field companies

SIGNALS'
Divisional signals
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ARMOURED CORPS'
Divisional reconnaissance battalion

INFANTRY'
Machine gun battalion

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT'
Commander divisional army servico corps

Divisional ammunition company
Divisional petrol company
Divisional supply company

MEDICAL ,
3 Field ambulancos
1 Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE,
4 Light aid detachm~nts - Typo A
7 Light aid detachments - Type B
4 Light anti-aircraft ordnanco workshop subsections

Divisional ordnance workshop
Divisional ordnance fiold park

PROVOST'
Divisional provost company

POSTAL'
Divisional postal unit

3 INFANTRY BRIGADES, each with:
Infantry brigade hondquartors

1 Infantry brigade headquarters defence platoon
3 Inrantry battalions
1 Anti-tank battery
1 Light anti-aircraft battery

(C.M.H.~. rile l/Cdn Army/
1: Proposed Composition
Canadian Army (Field Force)
in the United Kingdom, 16
Jan 42)

14. Meanwhile, Headquarters First
Army had come into being effective 6 Apr 42
Administrative Order No. 66, 4 Apr 42).

Canadian
(C.M.H.~.

15. After a summer of experimentation with
now organizations for armoured and infantry divisions,
the Army Council in the autumn or 1942 decided to have
three types or British divisions:*

*A comparison or the throe typos or British divisions
1s attached as Appendix IIB". Tho army tank brigade 1s
discussed in paragraph 32 of this Report.
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(a) Armoured division
One armoured brigade
One infantry brigade (lorry borne)

(b) Division (later lmovm as a "mixed division ll
)

One tank brigade
Two infantry brigades

Infant~ division
T eo infantry brigades

Wherever possible standard establishmcnmwcro applied
to similar units in oach typo of division, minor difforencos
being shown 1n footnotes, and tho war ostablishments of
most units were rovised accordingly. (C.M.H.Q. file BIBr
Army/I: W.O. letter 20/Gon/6059 (S.D.l), 1 Oct 42)

16. At the samo time, the Canadian forces
overseas began to fool the effocts of eanpower restrictions
combined with a sorious shortago of shipping. In
consequenco, the First Canadian Army underwont a complete
reorganization based on British war establishMents 1n
ordor to facilitate co-operation botweon formations and
units of British and Cnnadian Armies. This reorganization
became effoctive 11 Jan 13. (C.I.!.H.Q.. Administrative Order
No.2) Canada cranted no mixed divisions but redesi~ntod
her first three major formations l/infantry divisions l (G.O.
283/43, effective 7 Jan 43). Similar to the British
infantry division (seo Appx tlB"), oach now had tho following
units:

HEADQ.UARTERS UNITS:
Headquarters of a division

Headquarters divisional support battalion
Divisional hendq~~rtors support company

Divisional intelligence section-:"
Field security section

ARMOURED CORPS:
Reconnaissance rogiment - L.A.D. (A)

ARTILLERY:
Headquarters divisional artillery

3 Fiold regiments - L.A.D.(B} each
1 Anti-tank regimont - L.A.D.(F)
1 Light anti-aircraft regiment - worl{shop

ENGINEERS:
Hoadquarters divisional onginoees

1 Field park company
3 Fiold companios - L.A.D.(B}

* Disbanded, cffoctivo 7 Jan 43. (G.O. 284/43)
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SIGNALS:
Divisional signals - L.A.D.(B)

3 INFANTRY BRIGADES, each with:
Infantry brigade headquarters

1 Infantry brigade support company - L.A.D.(A)
3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Headquarters commander R.C.A.S.C.

1 Divisional troops CQffi~Y

3 Infantry brigade companies

MEDICAL:
3 Field ambulances
2 Fiold dressing stations
1 Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE:
Headqur.rtcrs divisional R.E.M.E.~

3 Infantry brigade workshops

PROVOST:
Provost company

POSTAL:
Postal unit

(C.M.H.~. Alli~inistrative Order
No.2, affoctiVG 11 Jan 43)

17. As the War Offico bud not yot decidcd the
dotails of the new support organization, tho disbandment
or reorganization of tho machine gun battalion, divisional
hoadquarters defonce nnd employmont plntoon, nnd infentry
brl~ado defence platoons in aach division was hold in
abeyanee. temporarily (ibid). Whon pre11minnry British
ostablishments became available in April 1943, the threo
Canadian machino gun bnttalions wore Uronodi~tcly converted
into support battalions, each with a hcadquart~rs and three
infantry brigade support groups, tho forr~or inf~~try

brigade defence platoons boing absorbod (G.O. 21/44,
effective 1 May 43). SUbsoquent reorganizction of
support weapons eliminated the nocd for support units as
such, however, allouing thorn to resumo their for~or

role, but with the substitution of ono hOClVJ· Mortar
coopany for one machine gun company in each battalion
(P.C. 88/2705 of 18 Apr 44) Early in 1944, therefore,
the support battalions of the 2nd and 3rd Canadian
Infantry Divisions vrero converted onco more into machine
gun battalions (G.O. 222/44, effectivo 2~ Fob 44). The

*A spacial note stnted tho.t..._tho EritJ.sh R.E.Id.E. organization,
no~onclature and distribution of duties would be adopt~d but
that a separate R .E.M.E. Cbrps would not be created, personnel
to remain R.C.O.C.
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corresponding changes were made in the 1st Canadian Infnntry
Division in Italy tho following JUly (G.O. 120/45, effec
tive 1 Jul 44). Tho divisional headquarters defence and
employment platoon having remained unchnngod throughout,
each infantry brigade hoadquarters wns once morc given n
ground defence platoon of The Lorne Scots (G.O. 297/44,
effective 24 Feb 41).

18. FolloWing tho goneral roorganization of
early 1943, tho divisional flald artillery underwent
little c~~nge in basic organlzntion. In tho 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division, however, thoro uas n temporary adjustment
which allotted an additional fiold regiment and converted
all four to self-propolled regiments for the assault phaso
of the Nermandy invasion (C.M.H.~. file l/Org Arty/I: Tel
G.S. 2645, Canmilitry to Defensor, 26 Oct 13). The or
ganization of the anti-tank regiment in each division hud
to be readjusted on the introduction of l7-pr guns, that
of the light anti-uircraft regiment on the introduction of
40-rnm self-propelled guns.* Nevertheless, the only new
unit added to tho divisional artillery was the counter
mortar officer's staff - type "All for infantry divisions,
type "B" fer armoured (G.O. 488/41, effective 6 Jun 44).
This was introduced as n direct result ef experience
gained in operations during the Italian cnmp~ign (C.M.H.~.
file 5/CMO A/I: G.O.C.-in-C., First Cdn Amy, to C.M.H.~.,
25 May 44).

19. With reg~rd to engineer units, it wasfuund
possible to have a standard ·organization for a field park
company in either division~ corps or army troops by
adding a divisional bridge platoon to divisional engineers.
(C.M.H.~. filo l/Org Engrsjl: Senior Offr, C.M.H.~., to .
G.O.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, 16 Aug 43). Tho 2nd nnd 3rd
Canadian Inf~ntry Divisions each receivod n bridge platoon,
R. C.E., in Soptember 19·~3, tho 1st Division the following
month (G.Os. 480 and 493, effective 15 Sep ~nd 21 Oct 13).

20. The now 0rganiz~tion for the R.C.A.S.C. of
an infantry division increased the nWlbor of companies from
throe to four, replacing "commodity" by rtCOl'Jprsito" compan
iGs~H~ with no great increaso of personnel (Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q.
Report No. 168, para 169). The R.C.A.M.e. personnel) on
the other hand, gr~w censiderably in nmnbors with the
conversion of the three fiold ambulances of the inf~ntry

division to tho new British typo and the addition of two
field dressing stations (ibid, par~ 179).

*80e Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q., Roport No. 168, Tho Organiza
tion of First Canadian Anny, pnrns 118-131.

*",fA II corlP.1odi ty" conpany handled only one major co:r.tr.lodity 
ammunition, petrol or supplies - for tho ontire division.
Under the comp0sitc syst~ one company perforned nIl throe
tasks for each brigade or divisional troops.

•



- 11 -

21. Once more tho ordnance services of the
division underwent considerable revision. The divisional
field perk, for Qxanple, became a corps troops unit kno~m

as a Bub-park, but, carly in 1944, cnch infantry division was
again providad with an ordnanco fiold park (0.0. 151/43,
offoctivo 14 Jan ~3, and 0.0. 325/~4, offectivo 7 Feb 44).
The Canadian Electrical and UachnnicC'.l Engineers was
authorized as a separate Corps effectivo 1 Feb 44, later
receiving the title "Royal" (O.OB. 127 and 196/4·1).
Shortly afteMvards, R.C.O.C. units such as light aid
detachmonts, light antl-elrcraft workshops, * nnd inr~ntry

brigade workshops wore rcdosignatod R.C.E.M.E. (C.M.H.~.
Adninistrative Order No. 85, effectivo 15 ~my 44).

22. These were tho principal changes to tho
basic organization of a Canadian infantry division in the
Socond World War. Its nuthorizod conposltion at the
ond of hostilities in Europe Is given in Appondix "C ll

to this Report.

THE ARMOURED DIVISION

23. The Canadian Armoured Corps was nemod a
Cerps of tho Active Militia effoctivo 13 Aug 40 (0.0.
250/40). Sloultanoously, thoro wns constitutod the 1st
Cnn~dian Armoured Brigndo with n brigado hondqunrters,
throo r0gimcnts, and a nochanized onvRlry regiment
attached (0.0. 253/40, effective 13 Aug 40). In October
it was expanded to a brig~do group (H.Q.S. 20-4-7, vol
2, Crerar to tho Ministor, 11 Oct 40).

24. Following tho decision takon early in 1941
to form a Canadian armoured division, this brignd3 was
reconstitutod and the 2nd Canadian Arnourod Brigade
authorized - oach with n headquartors and throo ernoured
roginonts (G.O. 79/41, effectivo 11 Feb 41). Headquarters
1st Canadian Arneurod Division and tho hon.dqunrters of its
support group were authorizod sarno two wooks l~tor (G.O.
88/41, offective 27 Feb 41). Subsequently, the designation
was changed to the 5th Canadian (Arnourod) Division
(0.0. 135/41, offectivo 5 Jun 41). Basod on F.F.C. 35,**
it was to consist of tho rol1owing:

*.Light anti-aircraft ordnance workshop sub-scctions had
been roplacod by' light anti-aircraft regiment workshops,
types "A" or "B', in January 1943. (0.0. 151/43)

**80e paragraph 6. The standcrd farnation of a British
armoured division was based on a ne~ orgcnization decided
upon in October 1940 (H.~.S. 20-4-7, vol 2: W.O. letters
20/RAC/74 (S.D.l), 5 Oct and 17 Nov 40).
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HEADQUARTERS:
Headquarters of an arnourod divislon*

Employment platoon
Intelligenco section
Field security section

ENGINEERS:
1 Field park squadron
2 Field squadrons

SIGNALS:
Armoured divisional signals

ARMOURED CORPS:
Armoured car regi.:clent

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT:
Headquarters armoured divisional R.C.A.S.C.

2 Armoured brigade companies
1 Support group conpany
1 Troop carrying section
1 Arnourod divisional troops conpany

MEDICAL:
3 Light field ambu1ancos
1 Light fio1d hygiono section

ORDNANCE:
1 Armoured divisional ordnanco workshop
1 Armoured divisional ordnance field pnrk
1 Light aid detachr:lOnt J typo II AII

6 Light aid dotachr.1onts, typo "B"
6 Light aid detachmonts, type "c't
3 Light anti-aircraft ordnance worltshop Bub-scctions
1 Mobile bath unit
1 Salva.ge unit

PROVOST:
Provost company

POSTAL:
Armoured divisional postal unit

2 ARMOURED BRIGADES, ecch with:
Headquarters nr~ourod brlgnde*

3 Armoured regiments
1 Motor b~ttalion

SUPPORT GROUP:
Headquarters support group

ARTILLERY:
Field regiment - 24 guns
Anti-tank regiment - 36 guns
Light anti-alrcrart reglnont - 36 guns

INFANTRY:
Infantry battalion

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Fornations/4/6:
Mono ontitled "Approved Composi
tion Cnnndian Corpsu, undated)

*A hendqunrtors squadron was included within the war
establishment of headquarters.
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25. Soon aftor the arrival ovorseas of the
5th CanadlanArmoured Division, the 4th Division was
converted 1n Canada to the 4th Canadian Armoured Division
with a support group and two armoured brigades (GoO.
132/42, effective 26 Jan 42). The new standard formation of
a British arnloured division set f'orth in F.F.C. 36{~ dif
fered from the old organization only with respect to the
R.A.S.C., medical and ordnance components. These were to
be as follows:

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Commander Armoured Divisional R.A.S.C.

2 Armoured Brigade companies
1 Support group company
1 Armoured divisional troops company

MEDICAL:
2 Light field ambulances, class E
1 Light field hygiene section

ORDNANCE:
1 Light aid detachment, type "A"
6 Light aid detachments, type "B II

6 Light aid detachments, type "e ll

2 Armoured brigade ordnance companies
1 Support group ordnance company
2 Light anti-aircraft battery workshop sub

sections

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/
6: F.F.C. 36, part 1, 14 Jan
42)

Both Canadian armoured formations adopted these modifications,
although retaining three light field ambulances of the old
type in lieu of the two light field ambulances introduced
by the British (C.ll.H.Q. file l/Cdn Army/I: Proposed Com
position Canadian Army (Field Force) in the United Kingdom,
16 Jan 42).

26. In May 1942 the British decided to
reorganize their infantry and armoured divisions - the
former to consiat of two infantry brigades and one tank
brigade, the latter one armoured and one infantry brigade
(lorry borne) (C.M.H.Q. file 6/Brit Army/I: W.O. letter
20!RAC/120 (S.D.l), 20 May 42). Several defects in this
organization appeared on Exercise "TIGER", however, and
it was not adopted by the Canadians (C.M.H.Q. file
l/Cdn Army/I: Tol 1998, McNaUghton to Stuart, 12 Jun 42).

27.
of the
agreed

Nevertheless, after the arrival overseas
4th Canadian Armoured Division that summer, it was
that there should be more infantry in an armoured

*See paragraph 13.
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division (C.M.H.Q. file l/Cdn Arnry/l/2: r.anutes of meet
ing held at H.Q. First'Cdn ArmyJ 22 Oct 42). Various or
ganizations were discussed, but, in view of the shortago
of manpower and shipping, the decision was taken towards the
end of 1942 to reorganize tho 4th and 5th Canadian Armourod
Divisions on the British model of ono armourod ~~d one
infantry brigade (ibid: Tel GS 4182, McNaughton to
stuart, 21 Dec 42, and reply, Tel CGS 693, 23 Dec 42).

28. Tho reorganization of the First Canadian
Army, authorized as from 11 Jan 43, thoroforo gave each
Canadian armoured division tho following composition:

HEADQUARTER UNITS:
Headquarters of an armoured division

Support company
Intelligence soctlon*
Field security scction
Light aid detachmont (B)

ARMOURED CORPS:
Armoured roconnaissance rogimont - L.A.D. (C)
Headquartors armourod brigado

3 Armoured regimonts - L.A.D. (C)
1 Motor battalion - L.A.D. (B)

ARTILLERY:
Headq~tors divisional artillery

Field regiment - L.A.D. (B)
Field regiment (S.P.) - L.A.D. (D)
Anti-tank rogiment - L.A,D. (A)
Light anti-aircraft rogimont

Light anti-aircraft rogiment workshop

ENGINEERS:
1 Fiold pnrk squadron
2 Field squadrons - L.A.D. (B)

SIGNALS:
Armoured divisional signals - L.A.D. (B)

INFANTRY:
Headquarters 1nrantry brigade

Support company
Light aid detachmont (A)

3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Headquartors commander armoured divisional R.C.A.S.C.

Armoured divisional troops company
Armoured brigado company
Infantry brigade company

MEDICAL:
Light field ambulanco
Field ambulanco
Field dressing station
Field hygiene soetion

*Disbanded, effoetive 14 Jnn 43. (G.O. 284/43)
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ORDNANCE:
Headquartors divisional R.E.M.E.oil
Armoured brigade workshop
Infantry brigado workshop

POSTAL:
Postal unit

PROVOST:
Provost company

(C.M.H.Q. Administrativo Order
No.2, effective 11 Jan 43)

29. SUbsequent changes in tho Canadian armoured
divisions corresponded to those in tho infantry divisions
discussed previously. ';H~ On the rovival of mnchine gun bat
talions, for example, the infantry brigado of each armoured
division gained an independent machine gun company. (G.O.
222/44, effective 24 Feb 44, and G.O. l20/4S, effective 1 Jul
44) With respoct to tho R.C.A.S.C. there was a major
dlf'.ference, however, f'or on the abolition of tho corps
troops transport column early in 1944 an ~~ourod division
al transport company was added to each armoured dlvislon.~~

In addition, the armoured brigade company was increasod
from four to five transport platoons and the infantry
brigade company of an armourod division was increased by
one transport platoon. (C.M.H.Q. file l/Org RCASC/l: C.
of S., C.!!.H.Q" to G.O.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, 29 Feb 44)

30. During operations in Italy in tho summer
of 1944 it became apparent that the offoctiveness of an
armoured division could be doubled by adding a second
infantry brigade in ordor to prOVide necessary reliaf.
(C.M.H.Q. file l/Cdn Army/l/S: Notes on Reorg - S Cdn
Armd Div, by Lt-Gen Burns, 9 Jul 44) It was therefore
recommended that tho 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade with
certain ancillary units be authorized for the 5th Canadian
Armoured Division, the three infantry battalions being
obtained by converting a motor regiment, Q reconnaissance
regiment, and a light anti-aircraft regiment and by
reallocating the armoured car regiment of tho 1st Canadian
Corps to the 1st Cnnadian Infantry Division (H.Q.S. 20-1,
F.D. 308: C. of S., C.M.H.Q. to C.G.S., 1 Aug 44 - copy
on C.M.H.Q. file l/Cdn Army/l/6). This additional brigade
existed only until the 1st Canadian Corps roachod North
west Europe (G.O. l8/4S, effective 13 Jul 44, and G.O. 29S/
4S, effective 13 and IS Mar 4S).

* A special note stated that the British R.E.M.E. organ
ization, nomenclature and distribution of duties would be
adopted, but that a soparate R.E.M.E. Corps would not bo
created, personnel to remain R.C.O.C.

**360 paragraphs 17-21.

{HH~he former infantry divisional transport companios,
on the othor hand, became army troops.
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31. Tho authorized con~osition or a Canadian
armoured division at tho ond or hostilities in Europe 1s
given in Appendix liD" to this Report.

THE INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE

32. On mobilization in 1939 tho C.A.S.F. had
two army tank battalions, which the noxt yoar were combinod
with two mechanizod cavalry rogirnonts{~ to form the 1st
Canadian Armourod Brigade (G.O. 253/40, effective 13 Aug
40). Early in 1941, however, on tho organization of tho
5th Canadian Armoured Division with its tUQ armoured
brigades, tho 1st Canadian Army TRnk Brigado was con
stituted as a soparate fornntlon with a headquartors and
three battaliens (G.O. 79/41, effective 11 Feb 41).
Although it was assumed originally that tho role of these
battalions would be confined to closo co-operation with
tho infantry, British exporience showod thnt an army
tank brigade ofton had to oporflte sc~l-lndeponduntly. To
meot this noed new ostablishments introduced in June
1941 provided brigado headquarters ~ith a fighting ele
ment and army tank battalions nnd squadrons with closo
sup?ort tanks. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Tk Bde/l: W.O. letter
79/Mobn/4496 (S.D.l), 9 Jun 41) The 2nd Canadian
Army Tank Brignde, similarly organized, was constituted
early in 1942 on the conv0rsion of the 4th Division to
armeur (G.O. 132/42, effective 26 Jan 42). Tho battalions
became army tank regiments in May 1942 (G.O. 302/42, effec
tive 15 May 42). The 3rd Canadian Army Tank Brigade was
created in the goneral roorganization of 1943 but later
that same year its headquarters and three surplus army
tank regiments wero disbanded for roinrorcements (G.O.
223/43, effective 1 Jan 43, and G.O. 89/44, effoctive
1 Nov 43). Meanwhilc, tho 1st nnd 2nd Army Tank Brigades
had been redesignated the 1st and 2nd Arnoured Brigades,
their a~ tank regiments beconing arnoured regiments
(G.O. 88/44, effective 26 Aug and 22 Jul 43 respectively).
As they were equipped with the sante type of tank, they
thus became interchangeable with thc n~lourod brigadcs
ef divisions.~' (P.C. 67/621 of 2 Feb 44).

33. Despite thoso many changes or nomenclature,
tho basic organization rer.~inod practically constant -
a headquarters, three regiments, signals, and service
units. The composition ef each independent armoured brig
ade at the end of tho war is given in AppendiX "Ell to this
Report.

*One of tho latter was attachod to tho Brigade. Soe
paragraph 23 of this Report.

~~It should be noted, howevor, that an indepondent
armoured brigado did not h~vo in its basic orgnniz~tion

a motor battalion.
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THE INFANTRY (RIFLE) BATTALION

34. On mobilization in 1939 Canadian infantry
(rifla) battalions adopted British war establishment
II/193l/l2B/3* published 6 Apr 38 with organization table
of 6 Sep 39. This provided for:

Battalion headquarters
Headquarter·~ company with

signal, anti-aircraft, mortar,
carrier, pioneer and adminis
trative platoons

4 Rifle companies (each;

Offrs
4
5

O.R.
43
210

97 (x4)
641.

Eleven platoons of the battalion - the anti-aircraft,
mortar, pioneer, and two platoons per rifle company -
were led by Warrant Officers Class III, the remainder
by subalterns. A rifle company had three platoons each
of three sections, a platoon having 29 other ranks, a
section one corporal and seven privates. Battalions with
Scottish or Irish affiliations were allowed six additional
pipers. Due to differences in British and Canadian pay
procedure, all Canadian battalions carried in addition a
paymaster and his batman (C.A.R.Os. 36 and 366).

35. In November 1939 each battalion recruited
an infantry anti-tank platoon to be attached to it and
wear its distinctive dress, but three months later such pla
toons were concentrated and formed into a separate company
for each brigade (W.O., 1 Inf A. Tk Coy, November 1939 
February 1940).

36. The initial campaign of the B.E.F. in France
revealed that the infantry battalion required more men llfor
digging, for patrols and for holding long £rontages at night
and in conditions of poor visibility". To meet this
need the War Offico in March 1940 authorized an addi
tional three men per rifle section and throe cooks per
battalion, a total of 111 O.R. (C.M.H.Q. filo 5/Inf Bn/l:
War Office letter 20/Infantry/3l20 (S.D.l(b)), 4 Apr 40)
Canadian authorities at onco adopted this British higher
establishment II/1931/l2F/l<~* (G.O. 169/40, effective
15 Mar 40).

*(H.S.) 723.009 (01) contains a copy. This report does
not deal in detail with tho machine gun battalion nor the
motor battalion.

**British VI.Es. usc the term lIhcac1unrter companyll,
Canadian W. Es. "headquartor!. compnnyll.

~~~ copy of this W.E. and all those referred to later in
this section is found on C.M.H.Q. file 5/Inf Bn/1, 1/2, and
1/3.
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37. Shortly afterwards it was decided to
replace all W.Os. III by SUbalterns, a step taken concur
rent~y with the British (P.C. 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40,
effective ~ May 40, and A.C.I. 804). Inc~uding pay
personnel, the Canadian infantry battalion now had
33 officers and 753 O.R. (C.M.H.Q. fi~e 5/Inf Bn/l:
C.M.H.Q. to H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, 17 Sep 40).

38. After a thorough study of the initia~

campaign in France, tho War Offico in October 1940
decided to retain the basic organization of tho infantry
battalion but to increaso its 3-in mortars and carriers,
adding motorcyclos to the carrior platoon (ibid: W.O.
~etter 20/Inf~/3243 (S.D.~), 25 Oct 40). To compensate
for these increases it was lRter found nocessary, in view
of tho shortage of manpower, to reduce the rifle section
by one private (ibid, 29 11ay 4~). Reorganization of British
batta~ions on the-nQW W.E. II/193~/12F/2 was not authorized,
however, unti~ September ~941 (ibid, ~1 Sop 4~). Incorpor
ating spocial adaptations, a Canadian oquivalont based on
prior information and identified as Cdn II/~940/12F/~ o~
ready had been introduced effoctive ~ Aug 4~ (P.C. 77/
7841 of 9 Oct 41 and G.O. 228/41). This providod for 32
officers and 767 O.R. 1n tho battalion, each rifle company
having five officers and 119 O.R., each platoon one officer
and 36 O.R., each scction ono corporel and nine privates.

39. To conform to British cbk~cs such as the
introduction of six 2-pr anti-tank guns and four 20-mm
anti-aircraft guns into the infantry battalion, a new W.E.
Cdn II/~940/12F/2 was adoFtod on 3 Sop 42 (P.C. 44/3723
of 4 May 42 and G.O. 472/42). This o~1minatod headquarters
company by adding to battalion hoadquarters an ndministra
tive wing of three platoons - signal, anti-aircr~ft and
administr~tivo _ and by croRting a support company of four
platoons - carrier, mortar, anti-t~nk, and pioneer. The
medical officer nnd the pa.ym~ster, f'ormerly shO\'m as attach
ed, 1roro now included with th~ rogimental officers, as
was a lieutenant R.C. Slgs to commnnd tho signal platoon.
Again the infantry section was roduced by ono privata.
Tho total strength of the battalion was now 37 officers and
782 O.R., each of the four riflo companies hnving five
officers and 110 O.R., oach platoon one officer and 33
O.R., ench section ena corporal and eight privates.

40. In January 1943, when the ontire First
Canadian Army began an Qxtensive reorgnnization to conform
more closely to British war ostnblishmonts,* there was
published a new W.E. Cdn II/12F/3 (P.C. 2339 of 23 Mar 43
and G.O. ~44/43, effectivo ~ Jan 43). This was authorized
for 3~ Canadian infRntry batta~ions in the Unitod Kingdom
effective 3~ Jan 43 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative Ordor No.

<$eo paragraph ~6 of this Report.
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lB, 27 Jan 43). On the one hand it reintroduced a head
quarters company to control tho signal and administrative
platoons and provided for tho Inter replacoment of 2-pr
anti-tank guns by six 6-prs; on tho other hand it oliminated
the anti-aircraft platoon and roduced tho rifle companies
from four to three. Although the battalion thus decreased
in strength to 32 officers and 741 D.R., each of tho three
rifle companies now had five officers and 142 O.R., each
platoon one officer and 44 D.R. One lanco-corporal was
added to each section. Effective 15 Mar 43, the reference
number of the new W.E. 'res changed from Cdn II/12F/3 to
Cdn II/233/l (w.n., C.M.H.Q. (G.S.), !larch 1943, Appx 75:
W.E. letter 77, 12 Mar ~3).

41. The fourth riflo company wns rolntnoduced by
the British in April 1943 (C.M.H.Q. file 6/Br Army/l/2:
W.O. letter 20/Inf/3502 (S.n.l), 11 Apr 43). This change
was incorporated in a new W.E. Cdn 11/233/2 d~ted 27 Apr
43 (G.O. 466/43). Tho b~ttalion strength thus incroased
to 37 officers and 811 C.R., although oach riflo company
was reduced to five officors and 122 OoR., each platoon
to ono officer and 36 O.R. A section still had a corporal,
lanco-corporal, and eight privateso This now ~oE. was
immediatoly authorized for the battalions of the 1st
Canadian Infantry Division, vmich had just received mob
ilization orders * for tho Sicilian invasion «H.S.) 2l2Cl.
4009 (DB6): C.M.H.Q. Mobilization Ordor No.1, 17 Apr 43,
as amended). Owing to manpower shortagos, however, the
remaining Canadian bnttalions tomprrari17 retained the lowor
astablishment (C.M.P.Q. filo l/Org Inf/l: Extract from
mama re Army Comd1s Conforence, 8 Jun 43). Eventually they
woro placod upon Cdn 11/233/2 offcctive 1 Aug 43 (C.M.H.Q.
Administrative Ordor No. 107, 20 Jul 43).

42. ~ithin a few days those battalions were
again reorganizad on a now 1.E. Cdn 11/233/3 offactivo
5 Aug 43 (G.O. 466/43 and C.M.H.Q. Administrativo Ordor
No. 119, 7 Aug 43). It made no changes in basic organization
and strength (37 officers and 811 OoRo), but provided for
all four rifle company commanders to be majors (C.A.aoR.Oo
4273, 12 Feb 14). Although battalions in the Maditerranean
theatre did not convert to this new WoE. until February
1944, they wore allowed to ndopt the same effective date
(5 Aug 43) as for the othors and thus protect the seniority

*In tho C:-.na.die.n sonse of tho term, units were "mob
ilized" on boing formed or created by Order-in-Council. In
the British senso, however, tho "mobllization ll of a unit
is the process of completing it in all respocts by a de
finite date by virtue of its having boon 6iven an over
riding priority. «H.S.) 2l2Cl.4009 (De6): Memo on
Mobilization, 7 Apr 43) Therefore Canadian units, although
mobilized in Canada or in some instances overseas, received
specific lImobilizntion orders" prior to leaving the United
Kingdom.
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and pons ions of personnel affected (C.M.H.Q. Administrat
ive Order No. 29, 26 Fob 44; sao also C.f.I.H.Q. file
5/Inf Bn/1/2: Tel ACG 1554, Flambo to Canmilitry, 30 Dec 43).

43. Incorporating numerous minor amendments,
a new W.E. Cdn 11/233/4 was authorized effoctive 15 A~ 44
(G.O. 553/44). Again it brought no c~~ge in basic or n
izatlon nor in strength, apart from a noto which provided
for an nddltional four privatos (ono driver I.C. per
rifle company) when the battalion formed part of an
armoured division. An amendment of September 19~4,

however, added n Scout officer plus his br.tman, thus
increasing tho strength of a normal battalion to 38
officers and 812 O.R. (C.i:.H.Q. filo 5/1nf Bn/1/3:
Amendmont P.o. 4, effectivo 30 Sop 44).

44. This W.E. Cdn 11/233/4 WO.s still in force
'at the and of tho war. A Cane.dian infantry (riDe)
battalion then consisted of:

Battalion headquartors
Headquarters company with

signals and administrative
platoons

Support company with
mortar, carrier, anti-tank
and pioneer plntoons

4 rirIe conpanies (each)

orrrs
6
5

7

5
38

O.R.
54

94

184

120 (x4)
mn-

Each rirIe company had three platoons of ono officer
and 36 O.R., each platoon throe scctions of a corporal,
lance-corporal, and oight privates.

THE ARMOURED REGlMEliT, C.A.C.

45. On the Canadian Armourod Corps being
named a Corps or the Active Ml11tl~ in August 1940,*
units convorted to armoured rQguaents in the new corps
woro to adopt British IT.E. 1/1931/5~/1~', This provided for:

'~eo paragraph 23 of this Roport.

~~ll W.Es. referred to in this scctiorrrnay be found
on C.M.H.Q. file 5/A~d Rogt/1 and /1/2. The report does
not discuss the ~.Es. for an amy tnnk battalion or
rogiment, which aro found on C.H.H.Q. filo 5/Tk Regt/l.
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Offrs O.R. A.F.Vs.
Regimental headquarters 5 ""T2 4 cruiser tks
Headqunrter squadron with 5 120

intcrconounlcation nnd 10 scout cars
ndministratlve troops

3 Squadrons (each) ? 138 14 cruiser tks
2 close support

cruiser tks
3r "5'm

Each squadron had two cruisor tanks and two close support
cruiser tanks in its haadquartcrs and comprised four
troops, each of throe cruiser tanks. An amondment dated
18 Nov 40 stated that tho armourod fighting vehicles
would vary in typo and might consist of a combination
of various marks of tanks .

46. For tho armoured rogiment C.A.C. this
British I.E. was superseded by Cdn 1/1940/5E/1 effective
30 Sep 41 (P.C. 42/8600 of 5 Nov 41 mld G.O. 255/41).
Although the basic organization and allotmont of tanks
romainod unchAngod, thore was an increase of two other
ranks in tho regimontal strGngth. In addition, provision
was made for an attachod pa~astor, modical officor, and
two R.C.O.C. armourers. Amendment No.2, effective 1 Apr
42, allowed armoured regiments eqUipped with five-man
tanks an increment of 55 O.R. (G.O. 217/42).

47. As part of the reorganization of tho First
Canadian Army to confom to British establishmonts, a
new V.E. Cdn 1/5E/2 was euthorized on 1 Jan 43 (P.C.
60/2993 ef 13 Apr 43 and G.O. 168/13). Six Canadian
armoured regiments in tho United Kingdon adopted this
new ~.E. effective 31 Jan 43 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative
ardor No. 21, 29 Jan 43). Anong other changes it provided
regimental hendquartors with one command tank and cleven
cruiser tanks, oight to be nnti-~ircr~ft t~ks if available.
It also added to hcadqunrtors squadron a reconneissnnce
troop with ten universal carriers and deleted onc scrut
car from the intorconmunication troop. Each of the throe
squadrons gained a fifth troop of threo cruiser tanks.
The regiment now had nine scout curs, one conr~nd tank, and
68 cruiser tanl<s. InclUding tho pnyfilnster and medical
officer, its strength increased to 37 officors and 646 O.R.
In addition, armoured reginents equipped with five-man tanks
were allowod an incronont of 64 OoR., those with six-man
tanks 125 O.R., and those with sevan-man tanks 189 O.R.
Effective 15 Mar 43, tho reforenca nunber of this new
W.E. was changed frol:1 Cdn 1/5E/2 te Cdn II/151/1 (W.D.,
C.M.H.Q. (G.S.), Mnrch 1913, Appx 75: W.E. letter ??,
12 Mar 43)0 Araendment No. 1 authorizod one recovery tank
with three trados~cn for each of the throe sq~~dron

headquarters nnd a further eight troop~rs for reg~ental

headquarters (G.O. ~08/43, effective 8 May 43).

48. Shortly nfterwards this goE. was rewritton
as Cdn 11/151/2 (G.O. 122/~3, effective 29 tlay 43). The
increment for five-man crows wns now incorporcted in tho
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basic establishment, which thus providod for a total of 37
officers and 727 C.R. If equipped with six-man tanks
rogiments wore still allowod on Incrcnent of 125 O.R.,
if with soven-man tanks 189 O.R. This W.E. also embodiod
a new policy regarding trndosnen in A.F.V. crows.

49. Effective 12 Jcn ~~, a new W.E. Cdn
11/151/3 was authorizod for nrrnourcd roglllcnts C.A.C.*
(G.O. 346/44). This '.E. roducod tho number cf A.F.Vs.
in rogimontal hoadquarters to four cruiser tanks. In
hoadquarters squadron it replaced tho ton universal
carriers by oloven light tanks for the roconnaissance
troop and introduced a troop of six anti-eircraft tanks.
To each of the three squadrons it added an administrative
troop. The regimental strength thus was increased to
38 officers and 657 O.R. As the Sherman tank with a
crew of five had become standard, the provision for
increments to allow for six-man or seven-man tanks was
removed. An armoured regiment now had nine scout cars,
six anti-aircraft tanks, 61 cruiser tanks, eleven light
tanks and three recovery tanks. Due to the favourable
air situation which developed in both Italy and North-
West Europe, the anti-aircraft troop with its six A.A.
tanks was later deleted in favour of seven armoured tracked
vehicles for the carriage of ammunition to replenish tanks in
forward areas during an action. A saving of one officer
and nine C.R. per armoured regiment resulted. (G.O. 61/45,
Amendment No. 10, effective 15 Oct 44. See also C.M.H.Q.
file 5/Armd Regt/l/2: G.S. Submission No. 328, 27 Nov 44)

50. Incorporating cleven amendments to the
former W.E., Odn 11/151/4 was authorized effective 30
NoV 44 (G.O. 61/45). Including three further amendments,
this was the W.E. for an armoured regiment C.A.C. at the
end of the Second World War. It provided for:

Regimental headquarters
Headquarters squadron with

reconnaissance,
intercommunication, and
administrative troops

3 Squadrons (each)

Offrs
5
9

e
3ll

O.R. A.F.Vs.
'"'J:6 4 cruiser tks

172
11 light tks

9 scout cars

153 19 cruiser tks
1 recovery tk

647

A squadron consistod of squadron headquartors with four

~he armoured regiments of the 1st Canadian Armoured
Brigade, which had operated in Italy on a special British
W.E. known as VI/S60/4, an a~noured regicont, Middle East,
did not adopt Odn 11/151/3 until 1 Apr 44 (O.M.H.Qo
Administrative Order No. 84, 15 May 44. For relevant
documents sec O.M.H.Q. file 1/0rg OAC/l/2)
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cruiser tanks and one recovery tank, an administrative
troop, and rive troops of threo cruiser tanks each. In
addition, each squadron headquartors had two tracked
armoured ammunition carriers and headquarters squadron
had one (these vehicles having been shown formerly as command
tanks) •

THE FIELD REOI~reNT, G.A.G.

51. The artillery of the G.A.S.F. was
mobilized initially on the old organization of three
field bri/lades per division" (0.0. 135/39). British
W.E. III/193l/9/3~'dated April 1937 provided fer a
divisional field brigade to have:

Brigade headquarters
3 Batteries (18-pr) (each)
1 Battery (4.5-in howitzer)

Offrs
4
6
6

28

O.R.
43
137
138
5§2

Armament

6 guns (x3)
6 howitzers

A battery had throe sections, each of two towed guns or
·howitzers. A field brigade thervforo had a total of 18
guns and six howitzers, a division 54 guns and 18 howitzers,
all towed by light dragons or six-wheoled artillery tractors.

52. The British Army had alroady set about
replacing field brigades by field regiments of artillery.
To avoid changing horses in mid-stream, however, the
Canadian authorities decided te send the artillery of
the 1st Division overseas 1I0rganized in field brigades
for conversion to rogim€lnts on arrival". (C.M.F.Q. file
l/Div/1: Tel 471, Extornnl to Dominion, 26 Oct 39) The
aetual change-over took place soon after they roached
England, tho fiold brigados of the 2nd Division being
converted lator just prior to leaving Canada (G.Ds.
44 and 123/40, effective 21 Doc 39 and 1 Jun 40).

53. Under the ne~ organization, British W.E.
II/193l/7A/2'~> of Juno 1938, a fiold r~giment comprised:

olfThls section does not attompt to discuss the
organization of artillery units allotted to corps or army.
In many cases they difforod considerably according to
their armament, in others they were similar to the
field regiment of a division but bore n difforent number.

"<>(H. S.) 723.009 (Dl) eontO-ins e. copy.
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Regimental headquartors
2 Batteries -(25-pr) (each)

Offrs
5

n
ll7

O.R.
4:>
256
~

Armament

12 guns (:<2)
1M guns

Normally, each battery had three troops, each troop ~vo

sections, each section two 25-pr towed guns or a total or
four guns per troop, 12 por battery, 24 par regiment.
Alternatively, each battery could have two troops of four
l8-pr guns each and one troop of four 4.5-in howitzers.
Some time elapsed, however, beroro the 1st Division was
able to replace with 25-pounders the IS-pounders or
First World War type which thoy took oversoas, while the
2nd Division had to make de ,rlth obsolescent 75-rnm pieces
until September 1941 (Stacey, Col C.P., The Canadian
Army (King's Printor, Ottawa), pp 7 end 32).

54. Meanwhile, the organization of a ~iold

regimont underwent considerablo changes based upon the
rocommendation of the Bartholomew Con~ittee* that there
be a closer arfiliation ef artillery to inf'antry brigades.
By Octobor 1940 thc British had produced a now W.E. but
tentatively dolayed formal approval while the Finch
Commdttee~~ studied a possible reduction of personnel and
transport. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Arty/I: Montague to Secty
D.N.D.,- 15 Oct 40) At the request of Lt-Gon McNaUghton,
however, it became authorized as an Inter~ establishment
for a field regiment, R.C.A., effective 1 Nov 40. As
such it was identifiod as Cdn II/1940/7A/1.<H~' (P.C. 24/1327
of 22 Feb 41 and G.O. 51/41) Each of tho fiold l'cgimcnts
affected was extensively reorganizod into throe batteries,
Gach or two troops of two scctions, each section having
twe 25-pr towed guns. This basic organization proved
to be most satisfactory and was net changod again.
The hew rield regiment thus had 24 towod 25-pr guns, manned
by 39 officers and 626 O.R., with n subaltern replacing
the W.O. III formcrly allotted to each troop.

55.' As soon as tho new British establishment
for a field regiment, R.A., became rirm, the interim
Canadian W.E. was replacod by Cdn II/1940/7A/2*** effective
1 Jun 41.- (P.C. 58/4810 of 3 Jul 41 and G.O. 144/4l)
This provided ror:

Regimental headquarters
3 Batterios (each)

Offrs
6

10
36

O.R.
56"
194
~

Arr.mment

8 guns (x3)
l!4" "

*See paragraph 5 of this Report.

~~See paragraph 7.

***C.M.H.Q. file 5/Wd Arty(1 contains a copy.
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After tho reorganization of oarly 1943, its identification
number chan~ed from Cdn II/7A/2 to Cdn II/17~/1 effective
15 Mar 43 (W.O., C.M.H.~. (G.S.), March 194~, Appx 75:
W.E. letter 77, 12 Mar 43).

56. Effective 29 Jul 43, this W.E. for a field
regiment in an infantry division was replacod by Cdn
11/187/1* (G.O. 422/43). By including the medical of~icer
and paymastor, formerly ShOVIIl as attachod, tho strength of
the regiment increased to 38 of~icers and 638 O.R.

57. Meanwhile, the W.E. of a field regiment in
an armoured division, although aL~ost identical to Cdn II/
1940/7A/2, had bcen numbcrod Cdn I/1940/6A/l and later
renumbered Cdn 11/172/1 effective 15 ~ar 43 (W.E. letter
77, ~ cit). On 29 Jul 43 it was suporseded by Cdn
II/l~/2** (G.O. 422/43). As in the case of a field
regiment in an infantry diVision, there were 38 officers
and 638 O.R. manning 24 towed 25-pr guns.

58. Effective 18 Mar 44 both Cdn 11/172/2 and
Cdn 11/187/1 were superseded by a single W.E. Cdn
II/190B/l,_ which provided for a field regiment in an
armeured or infantry divisien (G.O. 346/44). It
retained the basic organization of 38 officers and 638
O.R. manning 24 towcd 25-pr guns but added cight 20-mm guns.

59. After no less than eight amendmonts, one
of which delet&d the cight 20-mm guns, this W.E. was
rewritten as Cdn II/190B/2<HH> effective 26 Dec 44 (G.O.
148/45). With minor amenQ~ents, this was tho establishment
in force for a field regiment, R.C.A., in an armoured
division or nn infantry division at the end of the war.
It provided for:

O.ffrs
Regimental headquarters B

3 Batteries (each) 10
58

O.H.
56

192
~

Armament

8 guns (x3)
24 guns

A battery still had two troops, a troop two soctions,
a section two 25-pr towed guns.

'~.M.H.~ • file 5/Fd Regt/l contains a copy.

·"·"C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Regt Armd/l contains n copy.

*,'HlC.M.H.~. fila 5/Fd Rcgt Armd &. Inf/l contains a copy.
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.60. While an infantry division had three such
regiments, an armourod division had but one field regiment
of towed guns and one field (self-propellod) rogiment
rnarmlng twenty-four 25-pr S. P. guns cn a RAU chass! s ..:/0
At the end or the war the field (S.P.) regiment in each
of the armoured divisions was operating on g.E. Cdn
II/190A/3*" (G.O. 219/45, efreetive 15 Apr 45). This
provided for:

Regimental headqunrt0rs
3 Batteries. (each)

Offrs
9

10
39

O.R.
6"r
183
6IO

Armament

8 guns (x3)
24guns

As In a field rogiment with towod guns, a bat tory had
two troops each of two sections each with two 25-pr S.P.
guns. In additien, the field (S.P.) rogiment had eight
20-mm guns.

CO CLUSION

61. This roport was written by Major R.B.
Oglesby, R.C.A.S.C.

{/f@rfiL...d:2, ,g;~
~ (C.P. ~c;'p;ronn .
)' - Director

Historical Section (G.S.)

*During operations in Italy, 8 Fd (S.P.) Regt, R.C.A.,
which servod with tho 5th Canadian A~oured Division, had
105-mm $Uns in lieu of 25-pr RAMS and adopted W.E. Cdn
11/189/1, later Cdn 11/189/2 (Seo C.M.H.Q. filo 5/Fd
Regt 105 Armd/l)

*>C.M.H.Q. rile 5/Fd R 190A/l eontains a copy.



APPENDIX IIJh:
to Report No. 57

COMPOSITION OF h DIVISION

ON l.1OBILI3ATION

1 Sep 39

British W.E. OUrs O.R.

n/1931/4/2

n/1931/9/4
n/1931/10,,/2

HEAD9,UARTERS:
Heedquerters of a division 11/1931/1/2

CAVALRY:
Divisional ceve1ry regiment 11/1931/6/2

ARTILLERY:
H.,Q., divisional artillery n/1931/3A/2

3 Field brigades, eech withIII/1931/9/3
Headquarters

3 Batteries (18-pr)
1 Battery (4.5-in how)

1 Anti-tank regiment 11/1931/7/3

ENGINEERS:
H.Q. divisional engineers

, 1 Divisional field park
company

3 Field companies

18

21

6
28

17

6

3
5

120

415

24
592(x3)

524

31

153
237(x3)

SIGNALS:
Divisional signals n/1931/n/4 18 472

n/1931/5/2
n/1931/13/3
n/1931/13A/ 2
n/1931/15/3

INFANTRY:
3 Infa~try brigades, each with

Brigade headquarters 11/1931/2/4
3 Infantry(rif1e)batta1ionsII/1931/12B/3
1 Machine gun battalion II/1931/12C/2

AR.llY SERVICE CORPS:
H.Q. divisional R.A.S.C.

ammunition company
Petrol company
Supply column

9
21
20

6
10

7
15

56 (x3)
641(x9)
653(x3)

29
378
292
439

MEDICALS:
3 Field ambulances
1 Field hygiene section

MISCELLANEOUS:
Provost company.
Divisional postal unit
Employment platoon

n/1931/16/2
n/1931/17/1

n/1931/20/4
n/1931/21/2
n/1931/25/1

10
1

1
1

165(x3)
23

105
24
34

TOTAL PER INFANTRY DIVISION: 535 13.941

«H.S.) 723.009(D1) contains a coPy of
oach of these war establishments)



APPENDIX "B"
to Report No. 57

COMPARATIVE LAYOUT OF BRITISH DIVISIONS

October 1942

DETAIL
----~-

ARMOURED DIVISION DIVISION INFANTRY DIVISION,
--- - - -------.---- -- -.- -- ---_. _._- ----- ----1------

H.Q. Inf Bdo
L.A. D. Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.C<. Inr Bde
L.A.D. Type ll.
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.D. Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.'l. D1v
D1v Sp Coy
D1v Sec Int Corps
D1v F.S. Sec

I
I
i
!
I
I
iB.Q. D1v R.A.
I THREE Fd Regts

B THREE L.A. Ds. Type Eo
I A Tk Regt
I L.A.D. Type A
I Lt A.A. Regt
I Lt A.A. Regt Wksp
,

,

',B.Q.. D1v
D1v Sp Coy

, D1v Sec Int Corpsi Dlv F.S. Sec

I

IH.Q. Tk Bde
i THREE Tk Bns
I THREE L.A.Ds. Type C

I
I

iI B.Q. Inf Bde
o L.A.D. Type A
I Inf Bde Sp Coy
I THREE Inf Bns
,
'I H.Q. Inf Bde

L.;l..D. Type A
i Inf Bde Sp Coy

THREE Inf Bns

,
i
II H.C<. D1v R.A.
, THREE Fd Regts

I
, THREE L.A.Ds. Type

A Tk Regt
, L.A.D. Type A,
I Lt .H..A. RegtI Lt A.A. Regt Wksp

!

B.Q. Armd D1v R.A.
TWO Fd Regts
~,O L.A.Ds. Type B
A Tk Regt
L.A.D. Type A
Lt A.A. Regt
Lt A.A. Regt Wksp

Armd C. Regt
L.A.D. Type A

B.Q. Armd Bde
THREE Armd Regts
THREE L.A.Ds. Type C
Motor Bn
L.A.D. Type B

B.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.D. Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.Q.. Armd Div
L.A.D. Type B
Armd D1v Sp Coy
Armd D1v Sec Int Corps
Armd D1v F.S. Sec

Engrs

Fd Fk Sqn
L.A.D. Type B
TWO Fd Sqns

H.C<. D1v R.E.
Fd Fk Coy
L.A.D. Type B
THREE Fd Coys

H.(,. D1v R.E.
Fd Pk Coy
L.A.D. Type B
THREE Fd COYs

Armd D1v S1gs
L.A.D. Type B

D1v S1gs
L.A.D. Type B

Dtv S1gs
L.A.D. Type B



INFANTRY DIVISION
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---,--_._--------_._---_.._----- ._.-
DETAIL ARMOURED DIVISION; DIVISION-'-- - ----r- - ------t-·-- ----+-
Reece

Corps

Reece Regt
L.A.D. Type B

S T

---------

Reece Regt
L.A.D. Type B

H.o.. armd Div R.A.S.C.
Armd Bds Coy
Inf Bds Coy
Armd Div Tps Coy

H.Q.. Div R.A.S.C. IR.o.. Div R.A.S.C.
Tk Bde Coy THREE Inf Bde Coys
TWO Inf Bde Coys, Div Tps Coy
Div Tps Coy

Wksps
i
I

i,
I
I

I

Wksps

Pro

Postal

Lt Fd Amb
Fd AJDb
F .D.S.
Fd Hyg Sec

H.o.. Armd Div R.E.M.E.
Armd Bde \/ksp
Inf Bde Wksp

Armd Div Pro Coy

Armd Div Postal Unit

TriO Fd Ambs
TWO F.D.Ss.
Fd Hyg Sec

B.o.. Div R.E.M.E.
Tk Bde \/ksp
T',IO Inf Bde

Div Pro Coy

Div Postal Unit

THREE Fd Ambs
TlIO F.D.Ss'.
Fd Hyg Sec

~.o.. Div R.E.M.E.
THREE Inf Bde Ilksps

Div Pro Coy

Div Postal Unit

(C.M.H.o.. file 6/Br Army/l:
Appx to W.O. letter 20/0en/6059
(S.D.l), 1 Oct 42)
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AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF !ili

INFANTRY DIVISION

31 May 45

Cdn W.E. Offrs O.R.

HEADQ.UARTERS:
Divisional hoadquarters

Increment tA'

ARMOURED CORPS:
Reconnaissance regiment

ARTILLERY:
Headquarters, R.C.A.

3 Field regiments (each)
Headquarters

3 Batteries (25-pr)
1 H.~. anti-tank regiment

Increment 'A'
3 Anti-tank batteries
1 Anti-tank battery

1 H.~. light anti-aircraft
regiment

3 L.A.A. batteries

1 C.M.O. staff (A)

ENGINEERS:
Headquarters, R.C.E.

1 Field park company
1 Bridge platoon
3 Field companies

SIGNllLS:
Divisional signals

II/116/3

II/25l/3

II/117/4
II/190B/2

II/18l/3

II/186E/l
II/186F/1

II/179/3
II/180A/1

II/150A/3

II/118/3
II/195/3
II/196/2
II/194/4

II/219/1

38
2

40

43

10
38

7
1
7

d

7
4
1
7

29

777

31
632 (x3)

54
2

142 (x3)
144
m

41
170 (x3)
551
43

27
112

40
249 (x3)

714

INFANTRY:
Machine gun battalion
Defence and employment platoon

3 Infantry brigades (each)
Headquarters

Ground defence platoon
3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND THANSPORT:
H.Q.. R.C.A.S.C.

3 Infantry brigade compan
ies (2 tpt pls each)

1 Divisional troops company
(2 tpt plS)

MEDICAL:
3 Field ambulances
2 Field dressing stations
1 Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE:
Ordnance field park

II/24Q/2
II/146/2

II/141/3
II/148/2
II/233/4

II/261/2

II/298/2
II/297/2
II/299/3

III/290/2

37
1

18

38

10

9

9

12
6
2

-2

701
60

52
27

812

35

308

291

230
89
27

78

(x3)
(x3)
(x9)

(x3)

(x3)
(x2 )
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Cdn W.E. Offrs e .R.

ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL ENCINEERS:
H.~. R.C.E.M.E. II/50/3 5 17

Increment 'At 1
3 Infantry brigade workshops II/339/5 6 184 (x3)
1 L.A.A. Workshop (A) II/51/3 1 28
4 Light aid detachments ( A) II/317/4 1 15 (x4)
6 Light aid detachments (B) II/317/4 1 13 (x6 )
1 Light aid detachment (D) II/340A/5 1 46

POSTAL:
Divisional postal unit II/207/3 1 21

Increment 'A' ...2
24

PROVOST:
Provost company II/341/3 112

INTELLICENCE:
Field security section II/359/4 1 12

Increment 'A' 1
13

•TOTALS

1st Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,158

2nd Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,176

3rd Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,176

4
3

INFANTRY DIVISIONAL INCREMENTS TO CORPS TROOPS

ORDNANCE:
Infantry ordnance sub park III/289/l
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B)III/293/2

Increment 'A'
130

63
7

Field cash office III/57A/3 2 5

•TOTAL DIVISIONAL INCREMENTS

1st Canadian Infantry Division

2nd Canadian Infantry Division

3rd Canadian Infantry Division

9

9

9

205

215

215

(C.d.O.R.O. 5941, 4 Jul 45,
Schedule lIAIl, as at 31 May
45)

*Difterences are accounted for by battalions with Scottish
or Irish affiliations and by variations in increments. The detail
above describes the units and increments of the 1st Canadian
Infantry Division.



APPENDIX liD"
to Report No. 57

AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF hN

ARMOURED DIVISION

31 May 45

Cdn II.E. Offrs O.R.

HEADQUARTERS:
Divisional headquarters

Administrative group
increment

Increment 'D'

II/l00/3 47

2
...2
52

242

6
~
251

ARMOURED CORPS:
Armoured reconnaissance

regiment
Headquarters, armoured brigade

3 Armoured regiments

II/151/4
II/l0l/4
II/151/4

38
23
38

647
99

647 (x3)

38
632
610

54
2
1

169 (x2)
ill (x2)
741

41
170 (x3)
551
31

112
40

249 (x2)
9 (x2)

13
38
39

7
1
1
7

-:L
37

j
34

4

4
1
7

II/195/3
II/196/2
II/194/ 4

II/188/3
II/188/3

II/l04/3
II/190B/2
II/190A/3

II/181/3

Headquarters light anti-
aircraft regiment 11/179/3

3 L.A.A. batteries 11/180"/1

Counter mortar officer's staff(B)II/150B/3
ENGINEERS:

Field park squadron
Bridge troop

2 Field squadrons
2 Increments 'A'

ARTILLERY:
Headquarters, R.C.A.

Field regiment
Field regiment (S.P.)
Headquarters anti-tank

regiment
Increment f t
Increment 'E 1

2 Anti-tank batteries
2 Anti-tank batteries

SIGNALS:
ftXmoured divisional signals II/213/1 26 697

INFANTRY:
Headquarters, infantry brigade

Increment '11.'
Independent machine gun

company
Ground defence platoon

3 Infantry battalions
1 Motor battalion

II/141/3

II/239/2
II/148/2
II/233/4
II/231/3

18
1

9

38
36

52
1

202
27

816
815

(x3)

SUPPLY hND TRrtllSPORT:
H.'i. R.C.fi.S.C. II/261/2

~moured brigade company
(five transport platoons)

Infantry brigade company
(three transport platoons)

Armoured divisional troo~s

company (four platoons)
rtrmoured divisional transvort

company (three platoons)

10
14

11

13

10

35
530

369

450

359
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Offrs O.R.

9 180
12 230

6 89
2 27

MEDICAL:
Light field ambulance
Field ambulance
Field dressing station
Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE:
Armoured divisional ordnance

field park

ELECTRICAL AND MECllANICAL ENGINEERS:
H.Q;. R.C.E.M.E.

Increment 'A'
Armoured brigade workshop
Infantry brigade workshop'
L.A.A. Workshop (A)
Light aid detachment (A)

5 Light aid detachments (B)
4 Light aid detachments (C)

4 Increments'A'
Light aid detachment (D)
Light aid detachment (D)

POSTAL:
Divisional postal unit

PROVOST:
Provost company

INTELLIGENCE:
Field security section

Increment 'A'

MISCELLANEOUS:
Employment platoon

Cdn W.E.

II/291/3
II/298/2

III/47A/2
II/299/3

III/290/2

II/50/3

II/338/5
II/339/5
II/51/3
II/317/4
II/317/4
II/340/4

II/340A/5
II/340A/5

II/207/3

II/341/3

II/359/4

n/103/1

2

5
1
8
6
1
1
1
1

1
1

1

3

1

17

277
184

28
15
13 (x5)
24 (x4)

1 (x4)
37
42

21

112

12
1

34

4th Canadian Armoured Division

5th Canadian Armoured Division

742 13,837

748 14,033

ARMOURED DIVISION1<L INCREMENTS TO CORPS TROOPS

ORDNANCE:
Armoured ordnance sub park 111/289/2
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B)III/293/2

Increment 'A'
Increment 'B'

4
3

123
63

7
10

PAY:
Field cash office III/57 /3 2 5

TOTAL DIVISIONAL INCREMENTS"

4th Canadian Armoured Division

5th Canadian Armoured Division

9

9

208

198

(C.A.O.R.O. 5941, 4 Jul 45,
Schedule "An, as at 31 May 45)

'5th Canadian Armoured Division had two infantry brigade
workshops.

**See note to ppendix "CII. In this instance the example is
the 4th Canadian Armoured Division.



AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF

AN INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE

3l-!.lAY 45

APPENDIX liE 11

to Report No. g7

rr/2l3/l

Cdn W.E.

HEADQ.UARTERS UNITS:
Headquarters armoured brigada II/10l/4

Increment

ARI.lOURED CORPS:
3 Armoured regiments II/15l/4

SIGN!t.LS:
Armoured brigade signals

Increment 'A'

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Armoured brigade company

(4 transport platoons I

Offrs

38 (x3)

12

O.R.

199
16m

647 (x3)

129

l~S

434

MEDICAL:
Light field ambulance

ORDNANCE:
Armoured brigade ordnance

field park

rr/291/3

III/103h / 2

9

3

180

90

ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS:
Armoured brigade workshop II/338/5

3 Light aid detachments (C) III/155/4
3 Increments 'A'

8
1 (x3)

277
24

1
25 (x3)

PROVOST:
Provost section III/6a/3 16

TOTAL .'\R1&)URED BRIGADE* 180 3376

(c.A.a.R.o. 5941, 4 Jul 45,
Schedule "A", as at 31 May 45)"

~e exacp1e given is the 1st Canadian Armoured Brigade.
The 2nd Brigade was identical with but one minor e~~ption 
its L.A.Ds. were organized on W.E. Cdn II/340/4 rather than
II/155/4.


