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Somc Impressions of the UNEF, 1957 to 1958:

Memorandum by Capt JA Swettenham, R.C.E.

1. It was not until September 1957 that I arrived
in Egypt with the Second Conadian Contingent to the UNIF.
These impressions therefore arc based on the ycar Scptember
1957 to Scptomber 1958. Duc to my appointnent as sceond-in-
cormand of the UNEF Tngincer Company and living as I was in
the UNEF Maintenance Arca moss at Rafoh which was largely
Canadian, ny imprcssions of the UNYF arc apt to be colourcd
by comparison with Canadian standards.

2. The force votecd into cxistencc by the General
Assombly of the Unitcd Nations on 5 Nov 56 "to sceurc and
supcrvisc the cessation of hostilitics botween Egypt and Isracl®
was nadc up originally of toen nations. The Indoncsians were
withdrawn shortly before our arrival, leaving econtingonts from
Brazil, Colombia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, India, Norway,
Sweden and Yugoslavia. English was the official languagce of
the UNEF but apart from this thorc was scarccly any cormon
denominator., National uniforms werce worn by contingents, and
ocven berects of UN bluce were not in gencral use, the Indian
parachute battalion hoving insisted on wearing turbans and
berects of traditional maroon. National ration scales were
adopted which varicd from contingent to contingent, leading to
cbvious complications in procurcncnt and supply. Not all
componcnts werc moembers of NATO so that thoere was a divergence
in professional standards and proccdurcs. Social eustons werc
bound to differ in a forcc recruited from the Amerieas, Buropo,
and Asia, Despite these difficulties, it was ocasy to sce on
arrival thot much had been attempted to obtain ochesion betwocn
the componcnts of the force. Much rcnained to be accomplished.

Barly in 1958 thce Finns were recalled leaving
010ht nations to stand guard 2long the Armistice Demareation
Llpo, dividing thce Gaza strip from Israel, and to patrol the
Internantional Fronticr between ITigypt nnd Isracl. We Canadians
were sorry te sce then go. They were hard soldiers and hard
drinkers who treated the incetive role of the UNEF as a joke.
Nursed in the heroic tradition of their strugglc against Russia
during the early days of thc second world war, they scught an
outlet in feats which, though wild, werc illustrative of their
couragee. At Sharm-el-Sheikh, for example, a soldiecr would
plunge into the Red Sea and swin about until he attracted a
shark. With the shark behind him, the hunon decoy would thon
head for the shore, attracting the fish within range of his
conrades who, armed with rifles ané autoratic weapons, were
lining the cliffs. To our knowledge the Finns suffered no
casualtics, althoush the same cannot be sald for the sharks.

4. The Gaza strip is about 40 nmiles long anc about
five miles wide. It is bounded by Isracl on the north andé

east, by the Meditcrrancan on the woest and by the Sinai district
of Egypt on the south. It is a part of the old Palestine, placed
under Bgyptian administration because of the thousands of Arabdb
refugees who gtreamed into this crea as a result of the war
betwoen Isracl ané the Arab notions in 1948, Its boundarics

are cdefined by a narrow ditch but these have never beecn accepted
by Egypt, as the very cxistconce of Israel is denicd by the
Egyptian authoritles. The village of Beit Hanun is situated

to the north of the strip near the Isrceli fronticr. The coastal
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town of Gaza also lics to the north of the strip, about ten
niles from the Israeli Frontier. South of Goza are the
villages of Deir-cl-Ballah and Khan Yunis, with Rafah on tho
southern border of the strip. Thirty niles south of Rafah is
the town of E1 Arish which is the »rovincinl capital of Sinai.
During the year 1957/58 the cight ronaining contlnnonts of tho
UNEF were responsible for guarding scctors of the Armistico
Demarcation Line from North to Scuth as follow: =

a) DANOR* Bn based on Beit Hanun;

b) Swedish Bn bascd on Gaza;

¢) Indian Bn based on Deir-cl-Ballah;
d) Colombian Bn based on Khan Yunis;
e) Brazil Bn based on Rafah.

The International Fronticr was natrolled from Rafah by a
Squadron of the 1/8 (Canndian) Hussars R.C.A.C., bascd on
Rafah, and by The Yugoslav Reoconnaissance Battalion basced on
El Arish, Fron Ll frish cast to the Gulf of Akaba on thce Red
Seca, Otters of the R.C.A.F, bascd on El Arish undertook this
task, aidod by descrt outnosts nanncd by the Yugoslavs. Therc
was a snall garrison of the UNEF locntcd at Sharn-cl-Sheikh to
guard the old Egyptian arny installations thore. The Head-
quartcrs of the UNEF was loecated in Gaza, while thc headgquarters
of thc Maintenance arca was housed in an old British Army Canp
at Rafah. The R.C.AF. detachnont was based at Tl Arish.

5e The newcoriecr arriving by planc at El Jrish is
irmeodiatcly improessed by the barrcnness of the nlaece. Turning
away from the airficld installation he sees nothing but tho
glare of sand strectching ~way flatly to wherc the horizon is
bounded by a distant range of hills. It is hot and scens like
the land of Goncesis beforc the carth had cooled or life was
crcated. Two niles away, however, thore is irrigation and the
flat-roofed houses of the town arc surrounded by date-palns,
fiscs and olives.

6. The road from El Arish to Rafah was built by
the British as a main northern route fral the 3ucz Canal Zone
into Palestinc. It requires naintenonce but is still in a
rcasonable state of repair. It winds first through duncs
criss-crosscd by the tracks of cancls owned by the Bedouins
who are the nomadic inhabitnts of this area. Hore an@ there
the dunes have driftod cceross the road and gangs of raszed
natives are at work digging out the sand with crude shovcls.
They are barefocted and dirty and nake cderisive zesturcs as
the white painted jecp drives by.

T Farther north the sand gives way to a nixture

of sand and clay which is sufficiecnt to nurturc scottored

scrub and bushes., Thesc bushes bear a red flower which develops
into what locks like a niniaturc chestnut. Insicde this is the
kernel fron whiech castor oil is mnde. Flocks of sheep and
goats, together with n few camels, are browsing, tended by

*1 conposito battalion nade up of Danes and Norwosians.
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young Bedouin girls dressed from head to foot in loose black
garnents, who vecil their faces as woe approach. It is inmpossible
to photograph thernn as this is a contravention of Moslen law and
if the jeep were to slow down for this purposc, they would
rapidly scatter into the descrt.

8. In places, espocially in the shollow defiles,
the road has been broken by air-gstrikes, and crudely patchod.
Herc the carcascs of Egyptian nilitary vchicles lie rusting in
the dosert, as a result of the lightning Isracli campaign of
1956, These twisted and nangled wrecks are to be found lininz
cvery najor road in Sinai.

9. Rafah Camp is a large cann of permanent buildings
and was a najor British Ordnance Depot in the Sccond World War.
The UNLT Maintcnance area is centred herce, staffeod by Canadians
tosethor with a few Indian adninistrative troops. Therc are
lar";e tank hﬂn{_’;ars used by R.C,E .y R.COIL.SOC., R.C u’\.\.ol\tI.Co,
R.C.0.C. and R.C.E.M.E+s The canp is sorviced by racil as well
as by the nain road fron the Canal Zonc, throush El Arish, to
Gaza, During the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai, buildings wero
largely deriolished or damapged by thoe Jews, so that rebuilding
and renovation was a major task for the engincers of the first
contingont, and was still continuing after the departure of the
second continrent. New works included: -

The BLUL BERET Recreational Hallj

c; Two ehurches, Protestant and Roman Catholio;
An electrical »ower house, together with

distribution systen;

e) Kitchen for Indian troops;

f) POL point with tanks and »unps;

g) Latrines, showcrs, urinals.

gag The UNEF Hospital; §

Renovations and naintonance are a continuing prograrmo.

10. Driving north to Gaza, the land becones niore and
nore fertile, until at Gaza itsclf there arc orange groves,
cypress trees, nimosa hedgos and nasses of flowers. Irrigation
fron undersround cisterns is possible and is proctised in this
arca. Hore the nonndic tribes sive way to the villagers who
live in nud-walled houscs and cultivate crors. It is intercsting
to sce oxen, cancls and even donkeys pullin-; wooden plouchs
which do little morc than scratch the surface of the grouad.
Methods can have chanred very littlc since biblical times, and
it is o cormon sizht to sce long~robed, veiled wonen returning
fron the wells with ecrthenware urns balanced on their heads.
/11 this is in groct contrast to the mechanized agriculture
practiced by the Isrcelis on the other side of the Demarcation
Line,

31 Hendquartcrs of the UNTF is in a nodern, single-
storcyed block in the new part of town. TFron here, Lieut-

General E.L.M, Burns, a Canadicn, cormands the UNEF. It is
staffed by representatives of all continsonts and in acddition
contains civilians from UN Headgquarters in New York. Some of
these civilians nre wonen of various nationalities and conpetition
to escort then is undoubtedly severo. Jccormodation for the

staff is found in villas scattorcd throughout tho town,

nunbering about sixty in all.
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g 5 Battalion accormiodation throuszhout the Gaza
Strip and in the desert outrposts is largely tented, though
usc has been nade of pernanent buildings where they exist.
Much was Cone by the Canadian enginecers to improve tented
accormodation during the year I wos therc. A "National
Contingent Prograrme" was carriocd out, virtually completed in
March 1958, which »rovided tont-kits for all tents, fly-proof
kitchens, showers, latrines and urinals. Tent-kits afforded
wooden and fly-scrcencd walls, and floocrs of concrete-tilc.

13, ' The overall picturc can be swmarized by
saying: -

(a) The headquarters of the UNEF is at Gaza.

(b) Fron Gaza CGeneral Burns corinands about 5000
rnen, drown from e izht countrics, whose role
is to guard the peace along the armistice
line between Egypt and Isracl.

(¢e) This force is maintained by Canadian
adninistrative units and Indian adnministrative
troops at Rafah.

(d) The force is supported by R.C.A.F. aireraft
based at E1l /rish.

14, In conclusicn, I should 1like to include sone
randon thoushts nnd inpressions under various hecdings:e

(a) Headguarters of tho UNLEF:

(1) The Cormander. .4 grin, colourloss personality
who seericd singularly lacking in o scnse of
huniour. He was very deliberatc. Ho dealt with
all contingents impartially as was illustrated
by his wearins a UN uniforn bclicved to be of
his own design as opposed to Canadian uniforn,
and the neticulous way in which hc attcnded all
contingont functions. He scerned to be the right
nan to cormand a force cormnitted to an inactivo
rolc, and hodged cround with politiecl booby-
traps.

(1i1i) Staff Officors. Reecruited fron all continsents.
Insufficient knowledge of English and staff
proccdures lcd to the prowlgation of anmbiguous
orders, sone of which it was inpossible to
inplenent. Canadinn proccecdurcs, duc to tho lack
of any others, were larpgely adonted as a rosult
of viszorous renrescntations by the Canadian
Maintenance Arca Staff, but these were not
always best for local conditions. For instanco,
2 Lopgistics Policy Instruction was forced
through denling with the operation of the UNELF
Engineer Conmpany on similar lines to the Jfmmy
Works 3crvices in Canacdn. The unit was reorganized
to fit this instruction, whercas it night have
been better to draw up instructions to fit the
peculiar role of the unit, In Septenber 1957
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therc were no scales of issue, and fow were
proryglaated by Scpteriber 1958. It was very
difficult for thce Orcdnance Company to function
without these, cnd lack of firm scales of
cecormodation led to o good denl of unnceccssary
work for the engincers, IEvery rcquest had to
be trcated incdivicdunlly, leading to friction
and jealousies betwcen battalions.

(11i) civilian staff renbers.

()

(c)

There is no doubt that the real power lay in the
hands of certain key civilians whce werc scnt over
fron Unitcd Nations headouartcers in New York,.

The Chicf .dninistrative Officer was one of theso,
and he controllcd the pursc strings. Very little
could be done without his authority., In genoral,
eivilicns lacked knewlcdge of army procedurcs as
is instunced by the refusal of a civilian to
authorize visits ot Unitcd Nations cxpense by a
Canacdian C.0, to his detachrments working on the
doeks in Port Said. Civilians scrved with UNEF
for periods of six nonths, ond the rosultant
taking~-over and handing-ovor jobs led to reluced
cfficicney.

Proeurcrient

This vitazl bronch was not efficient. Catalogues
should have becn held by Procurcrnicnt and by
roquisitioning units such as Tngineers and
Ordnance., In tho absence of thesec, itens wore
requisitioncd by descrintion and it wos left
larzely to the whin of the »rocurcient officer as
to what quality of itom was procurcd. There was
also roon for error in transposition fron the
reoquisition to the order. As on exanple, a request
for rat-tail sprins s produced rot-trans. Lines of
supply were long, a groeat nany itens being proocurcd
fron the U.S.h. JAny anbizuity in deseription led
to interminablc delays, In ny opinion, this bronch
should have been located ot Rafah with the
Maintcnance Jirea units so that cuestions could have
been ironed-out ~n the spot. It was always
frustrating to know that sore 40 niles north of
Rafah was a dynanic western-type state, Isracl,
which could have supplicd the bulk of our needs.

A8 Isracl had rcefusced to allow UN troops to bo
stationed on its soil in the autwwn of 1956 no
decalings with Isracl werc nernitted execept in

casc of cdirc cenerscncy.

The Batbtalions

Their job of guarding the Jrnistioce line was
boring. Therc were no nojor incidents to the
best of ny knowledre during the year I was thorao.
Men would sit in obscervation posts training their
binoculars on Isracl. Occasionally a few shecep
would violate the horder. Troops werc rotated
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frecquently, and from every battalion headouarters
beaches were noor. Morale was senerclly high,
accounted for by the facts thot their strenzths
contained 2 hish nerccentnse of conscripts who
night as well be in Egypt cs at hone, pay was
higher than the national scales, tour of cuty in
nany cascs was for only six nonths, and their
light tnsks enable than-to ricke full usc of leave
quotas and welfare tris to Jerusalen in Jordan.

Maintenanee .\rea

Rafah Canp houscd the headquarters of Maintenance
area, which consisted of the Cormander of the
Canadian Contingont, Denuty Corrander, DIL&OMG,
Staff Captain 4L, and Staff Captein Q. who also
doubled as Canadian Quartcrrnnster. &4 H.E. Conpany,
containing a najor and Wolfarc Offlcer, worked
directly undcer this hecadoguarters. Therc wore

the following unitsi-~

(i) 1/8 Cdn Hussars R.C...C., This was an
operational unit.

(11) Thc UNEF Tnsr Cornpahy R.CW3.

(i11) 56 (Canndian) Sisnals Conpony R.C.C.S.

(iv) 56 (Conadian) Transport Conpany R.C...3.C.

(v) The UNEF Hospital (Consistings of R.C...M.C.
nersonncl and a Norwesian Medical Conpany).

(vi) The UNEF Ordnance Conpany R.C.0.C. (with an
Indian Sceticn attached).

(vii) 56 (Canadian) Infantry Workshop R.C.EM.E.

(viii) The UNEF Basc Post Offiec.

In addition there was o Dontal 3cction, Pay Office,
Mcdical Stores, Cheplains, and a Publie Relations
Officer, all Conadian, There was also a Provost
detachnent of nixed nntionality. The Indian
Lfninistrative Troops suppliced personnel to run the
Supply Depot and POL point and a transport platoon
which worked in conjunction with the Canadian
transport company. They also oncrnted the PX.

11 nnjor units woro responsible adninistratively
to HQ Mainteonance .irea. Oporationally they cane
dircetly undcr HQ UNEF. The busicst units were

the cnpineors, sisnals, ordnance ond the R.CLEM.DE.
workshop. Jn air of frustration could be scnsed

at Rafah as a rcsult of lack of policy and dircetion
fron Gaza. To tcke onc instance, it was oestinatoed
by R.C.EJM,E. that as nany as thirty difforent
types and nodels of vehicles existed in the Torec.
Sandy conditions, conbined with a low standard of
unit naintenonce in the contin-ents, led to blown
head pnskets, broken rear s»rincs, worn brake druns,
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gsevere tire wear, as woll as transnission and
exhoust systen repairs. Situcted ot the end of
2 long supply line, spares werce always a problern.

"Major Cox* and his RCEME Mcchs

Have a coryound full of broken down wrecks.
They'!rc not noving on, They're not rnioving on.
It breaks our heoarts

But there arce nc s;arec parts.

They're not noving on."

R.CJOM.E. pressed for standardizotion, but in June
1958 ncw light -crsonncl carrying; vehicles wore
orocurcc. They wore Citrocns, o ncdel Hitherto
unknown to the forcc.

Loecclly reecruited Civilians.

Tho engincer unit cmployed the largest nunmber,
approxinately 500. The koy civilians, elorical
assistants, forecrnecn of works, and store~kccpeors
were lariely CGrecks, who had »reviously bech
traincd and enployed by the British. They were
Christians. Tradesrniecn and labourcrs were frabs,
and rnostly Mahormedans.

Public holidays were comrlicated by this as on
Christian helidays we hnd a labour force without
supcrvisors, while »n Moslen helidays we had the
supervision, but no labour. Roncdan, a Moslen
noriod of fasting which lasts fron one nocn to
the noxt during March and Aril, is o vory
delicate time. A Mahormedaon is nct pernitted by
his rolision to cither cat or drink Auring day=-
ligzht hours for a whole nonth. .t the setting
of thec sun he gorses hingelf, snckeos his wator-
pine and drinks coffoc into the night. The nex
day, and cspeeially after a fow doys of this, he
is not a very cffective worker. It is hot and he
is parchecd with thirst. Terpors becone rasged.
Christian forcmen arc circunsinect in thoir
dcalinss with workers ot this tinc, ns nc nan wishes
to invitc a blow over the head with shovel or
crowbar.

Fow labourcrs could road or writc, and pay shcets
were a work of art, "sisnoed" in blue by spatulate
thunbs.

It was found that supervisory —-crsonnel and
tradcsnen, ceshite their nrinitive tools, were
good workcrs and craftsnen. Labourcrs were
inclinod to idlc in the neoarcest patch of shade
anfé reouired strong supcrvision.

*C0 of 56 Cdn Inf Wksp, R.C.E.M.E,
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(f) Bryptian authoritics.

Reolations at our level werc neither close nor
cordinl. The Governor of Rafah, an Exy»tian arny
captain, insisted on sunlyin: labour, but this
was circunvented wherever ~ossible, as it was
found that workcrs sun»plied acted as his spies to
keecp hin informed of UN activities. Police cid
supplied by hin to prevent roicds and thefts in
Rafah Canp was ineffeetucl.

Toypt is very nuch a police state ané a close
wateh is kept on incividual novononts. Pemits
arc issued before an dgyptian noy enter Sinai,
althcush 3inail is a part of Laypt, ~nd another
poerniit is required to cnter the CGaza strip.
Thus a worker cnplcoyed ot Rafch needed only 2
Sinai permit. He could not be diverted to o
job further ncrth without a Gaza »ermit, This
honyored the flexibility of our labecur force,
and issues ané renewcls of pormits was o long
drawn out rroccdurc.

Moverncnt Ordcrs and road - crnits were recquired
beforc a UN vehicle could »rocced south of

Bl Arish. Theroe weore five arned cheeck nosts
between ©1 Arish and the Sucz Conal, wherc
pernits wore scrutinized. Jt Kantara, on thc
Sucz Cancal, custons authoritics cxamined cevery
UN wvehicle »roccedin/, in or out of the Suez

Canal Zonc. 4s both this Zonc and Sinci are part
of Tgy»t, the roccdurc anncarcd tc be soncwhat
unnccessary. No complinents werce over =aid to
off icors of the UNET by Egyptian soldicrs. We had
the feeling thot we wore in Tgynt ~n sufferance,
that we were a useful buffor betwecen Israel and

Egyyt for the tine being, but that when the Egyptian

army was rc-~cqui-ped after the catastrophe of 1956,

it would be a Adiffcrent story. This forchecding was

fulfilled to a small extent in Junc 1957 when the
Beyptians rooucsted the return cof the buildings
housins, the D.NOR Battalicn headguartors at Beit
Hanun. .\ new battalion headgquarters was built at
short nctice, cvacuction into the new canp was
conpleted in fugust 1957, and the old canmp was
taken over by the Lgyptians. It was the sane
story a2t the rifle-ranso in Tl Jrish. This was
used by cll UNEF troops until the Egypticn . rny
noved into El Arish area during 1957, whoen usc of
it was imnmediately curtailed.

(=) Isracl.

This was the side of the fence wherc the zrass
very definitely grew grcencr. No travel into
Israsl was ossible without specific authority
fronn HQ UNEF. Jwthority was rorely given, apart
fromn energencies such as nedical evacuntion to
the hospital at Tel .Jwiv. 3tories told by the
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drivers on their return, of bronzed anazons,
drossed in bricef shorts and opcn blouses,

working in the ficlds were distinctly tantealizing
to dcesert troo:s.,

Conadian Welfare.

In this fortile field a good Adecl nore could hove
been done, Welfarc branch at HO UNEF organized
locave centres at Caire during; tho winter nonths,
and ot Jloxandria during the surer. Welfare
trips to Jerusalen werc also arrancsed fron Gaza.
The UNEF Welfare Officer cbtained concert nartics
fromn Scandinavia, US.L, Yu~oslavia, anéd Italy, but
no Canadian concert party was cver forthconing.
Canadiaon welfare consistod largely of filis, ncws-
papers and nagazinos. Therc was no nusic in the
Roerontional Hall, and few facilitices at the boach,
where o raft to dive from and a soft-drink stand
woulc have becn appreeiatocd. In ny oninion, an
inaginctive rogrorme at Rafah would have relieved
the ncnotony of the tour. Js it was, units were
left nuch to their own devices ondéd cbtoined strong
support fron the nen. The RCEME "Bingo nicht® and
Carnicre club werce both successful.

Climaote.

During the sunncr nonths, the avoraze tomperature

was about 110°. It was a dry heat, and not unpleascnt.

Hours of work at Rafah during tho swmer werce fron
0700 hours to 1300 hours six days ¢ weck with o
half-hour ccffce break. . fter the nidday neal, the
nmajority would zo to the beach until approxinately
1600 hours in recrentioncl transpert found by unitse.
Tho poriod betwoen the beaech and dinner was usually
oriployed in writing lectters. Jfter Ainncr, the
resscs andé cantcens showed novics Caily, in tho
open, and of coursc Crinks werc cheap. HQ UNEF

at Gaza startcd work later, and went hack for two
hours in the cvenings.

Fron Novgnber to February it is cocl, averaging
about 457, and tent - stoves crc neccessary. Heavy
rain occurs in November and Dcecmber and descrt
twadis" (the usually dry gullies) rise suddenly
and becorme foaming torrents, interrusnting
cormunications with outposts. Thec wator subsides
alrnost as rapidly and .colleocts in natural cisterns
undersround. It is sufficient to surply drinking-
watcr throushout the hot scason.

Dress in suwiner was bush-trouscrs and ojcn-neccked
shirts with slceves rollcd uy . Battle~dress blouscs
were worn with bush trousers in the wintor.
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Local inhabitants.

The inhabitants of the arca are J/rab, Bedouins in
the South and villagers and townspcople in the
north. In addition, about half a nillion Arcd
rofugces from the old Palestine arc crowded into
the Gaza strip. Thesc refugoes arc naintained at
a bare subgistcnec level by a branch of the United
Nations, the United Nations Work and Recliof
Jssociation (UNWRA). The arrivol of the UNEF has
been of benefit to the loeal population as before
1ittlc opportunity of cermploynent oxisted.

The Jrab is enotional, irrecsnonsible and volatilc.
He is easily swaycd by nolitical agents. The
original party-linc appearcd to be pro-UNIF, but
latterly cgitation against the UNEF was apparcnt,
and there werc sonic incidents involving the stoning
of UNEF vehicles. Nuncrous public holidays werc
proclained from Cairo during 1958 to cclebrate
ariongst other things Lpyptian Indcpendencc Day,

the forrrtion of the Unitcd “rab Republic, the
robellion in Iraq, and thce “dofcant® of the Israclis
in 1956. No uncssential novernient of UN vechicles
was pernitted at these tines.

Rafah Canp, with its stock-pilcs of stores was the
sconec of nunerous thefts. Break-ins and raids were
frcquent.

Secial fetivitiocs.

To relieve the nonotony of daily routinc,
oprortunitics were nade to visit other contingcents.
Lvery Saturdey the Braziliaons held a "Gaucho nisht"
conplete with barbecue and rusic fron guitars.
There wore functions on all Ynotional days" sone

of which werc inpressive. The Worwesions, on the
occasion of King Olav's birthday, obtained infantry
uniforns dating from the carly ninetecnth century
fron their nilitary nuscur: in Oslo, and dresscd a
guard-of-honour in these. The cvents werc always
colourful, tho Indicns in "bhlues" with colourcd
turbans, the Brazilicns, Canadicns, Dancs,
Norwecgians, and Swedes in khaki, and the Colonmbians
and Yugoslavs in groy. The pipe=-bané fron the
Indian parachute battalion, in scarlet and tartan,
playing "The road to the Isles™ and other Scottish
airs sccned incongruous but was cffeetive. The
accent in the UNEF was on co-operation, and social
affairs such as these »nronoted tolerance and
understanding.

Conclusion.

A futurc historian should carcfully cxaninc the
structurc of corrmnd in UNEF. "as it effcetive?
The UNEF as it was organized bore little relation
to the .mmy, Corps, Division, Brisadc struecturo
as we know it, or to the ‘rny, Corriand and .reca
organizetion. The headquarters of the UMEF was
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unwieldy for what was virtually a Brigzadce Head-
quarters, but it should be reoncnbered that in

nany natters it exereised -.owers norrially rogscerved
to hishor ccheleons.

Has the force achiecved its »urrcsc? This nay be
too carly to say. In Goneral Burns! words addroessod
to the officers of the Canadian contingent towords
the cnd of 1957, "The UNEF is a fcree interposod
between two nations Isracl nnd Tizypt, to keep tho
pecce.” While the neacc has beon kopt in the south,
early in 1958, Egypt and Syric beearie once nation,
The United ‘rob Republic. Thus, although the

"front door' is pguardoed, Lgypt now has a corron
fronticr with Isracl in the north, and this,
conbincd with Egyptts avowed intenticn of driving
Isracl into the sca, nay be of intercst in the

futurc.
; e

(T.. 3wottcnhan) Capt
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