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THE 7TH CJ..NJ....DIAN DIVISION

INTRODUCTI ON

1. This report deals '~it~· the organ"zetioL1
of the 7th Canadian Di.vision. It cont?,-,nues the brief study.
of' the Home Defence Divisions which '''¥is begu.n in Report No. 7.
This eport is not in any way intended to be an exhaustive
account of the role and activities of the 7th Division;
it is in'~ended only llS a preliminary outline of a subject
which will requir~ more detailed treatment.

INI'J~lAI, DISCUSSION!':: REGAHDING WE MOBILIZATION OF THE 7TH D::VISION

2. ~ie first disCQssi ns regarding the po~sible

Itlobilization of' a seventh division for the Canad ian Army
appear to have taken place in October 1940. The Divis1.on
W8~ to be raised only "w~en and if it is decided to send
4th Canadian Division verseas" (HQ.S 20-2-6 vol. 1: "Phmnit1P',.
Canadian Army I-roJ;;'rarune, l-roject No. 1.5\1 14 Oct 40). It was
consid.ered likely tha t if th is d iviston \~Iere actually required
it would act in a Hone Defence 1'0 Ie throutl7.hout the v,'Ar, find
that the cadre would consist mainly of personnel called up
under the National Hes urces Mobiliz tion Act (Ibin.: Meno
by A/D.C.G.S., 23 Oct 40). A General Staff memorandum of
13 Nov 40 outlined "present views ll a~ to tne probable employ
ment of an additional division (Ibid: General Staff Memoran~um,
13 Nov 40). -----

1. If. the event that 4th Division proceeds overseas,
present pla.ns call for the eTIJployr.Jent of a 6th Divisi on
to undertake t~e tasks hitherto assumed by 5th Division,* ~
the lat~er formation being then required in the
Maritimes.

2. Apart from i'.inding one infantry brigade for the
~aciflc Coast no-60ncentration of 6th Division will
be required for 'operational purposes so long as
5th Division remains in Canada (and the ~mployment
of a 5th Division overseas is not visualized). Its
role will therefore be a training one and the units
may be concentrated by arms in suitable camps.

3. This role is of course subject to modification
in accordance with any change that may occur in the
For.ms and Scales of Attack visualized as possibl$
on the Pacific Coast or beCAuse it may be necessary to
acce~t some increased commitment under plans made
by the Joint Defence Board for the general defence,
of North Americsr-

~ In this extract, for 5th Division And 6th Division, it
ls necessar~T to read 6th Division and 7th Division
respectively. This change in nQmeration was ~endered

necessary by the re-designation of the 1st Canadian
Armoured Division. as the 5th Canadian (Armoured)
Division by General Order 135, dated 10 Jul 41, w th
effect from 5- Jun 41. The division then being p18nne~

,as the 5th lnfan t.ry Division was, therefore, reul.L·l'lberE:d the
6th Canadian Division; and what had been under discussion
as th th Division became known as the 7th Canadian Diviaion.
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t~ regard to th ~ ~r80nnel re uire to f~ 1
ts of tee unit-, toe . ! 01 t e ~ e1
io; c.· •..:. to the .. iniat r Qf (At onal
7?!

rn_ '5 Bra oh •• s're i fo
Me be available early i J~n, au fioi nt
per~ nel ith, ich to oene t e concentr t'on
of t un' t oonoerned; "ith stren~thg beln. co. leta
pro sivelv AR ~ iuionR~ ola ses 0 "R" ~ cruit
are e uateo ro. Trainin~ Centres.

ntlcipate SOMe i 10ul t." i.n secu tn ede'lu te
oadr of Offioers and .•0.Os. 0 will ror~ the
nucl s of tne units canoer-ne • nnn I ~ro~ose there ore
t at these cadres be autment an COlT' lete~ 'here
neoe Ary b dra~ing upon personnel ro over~ea ,
fro other nobi llzed unitfl in Cane At fror'" 1.eRerve
Unit an H••Es., Rnd where pos~lble ~ro reinforce
ment personnel.

s the trainin.-J of cadrea will t.al:e app ('~

two nt s in the Sohools of Instructjon At a~

Adv Qed l raln1n Centres, I propose t t th O.R
of t se cadres proceed in ediately 9 t~at coro.n,
of t new nits may o~ence early In June wh n 1
will he pos ib1e to u canvas acco 0 tion.

re the or anlzation inclu e
mob zatlon of He erve Units, I ropose
nese e en the 0 ;ort nity of
aoti e p.r1od Qf on "onth
l\te Qf

9. e fo at on ot t e tnree Dr1 B~e ou 0
the 7th Divisi WAS A~Pl"OVe by the ''far C0T'1m1ttee of t
Cabinet on 18 P 42. (IbiS: 'fnuta ~ by ~inlAter of
ational Deten ) And the hier of the Gene 1 vtatr

instructed t e Arious BrenoheR and Dir eto A es tn e
ith the neces.~ , action. ~lx inf8ntr~ unit ~hlch

already nobili d f)n~ on Coast erence ~u e ···ere 0
be Indlu ed ip he Order ot Battle of t~e 7th P1vis1on Brl~nde

Groups: 9ix n Inf.antrv (Ritle) Battalions ere out 0 ~e
to be nobl1ize in re Ifl.oep..ent (Ibid: c.n.s 0 •• , • :.G. t

t'1.G. 0•• 21 Mar l 2). The Dis trio t Officers COT'iJ"'encH n ~'ere
requested to Rl. nit their recomen~Ations 89 to the ...elec i n
of unit • nne' 2} r.!f3r 42 An Ad ~utAnt-Gene Ell fa cirol11Ar
letter inro .e~ the District Officers Co end ~ oon~~~~~4

that nuth 01'1 t~, ad been ""rAnterl for the ~ op 1Ii?f\ti on r (1!L12.:
i~ • • ciroular tter, 23 Mar 42): -

le Ree nt de t:ontmaf;ny ...~.l) • 5
I.e nee nt de uebeo ~:.D. 5
Les Fu, liers de Sherbrooke ':. D. 4
2nd Dn. The D1eck '1nt,ch (H.H.It.) 0: Canadn r.~. D. 4

he 0 t r~ Rifles 1.~. D. 1
The ill' kville llifles I'. D. 3
The ':1 lpee 11 ,bt Infantr t~. D. 10

o. 24 ~ 42 8uthorit was iS$ued ro~ the
obili? tio' 0 units co.prisin. the three ~ri Ade Gro.u.~ 0 t

7th Diyision. d the Pistrlct Officers Connand:ng be~a e
task of orean!? ng these units. Yrivy Council Approval or
projeot w s ~i n Qn ?l Apr 42. and Gen~r81 Order 147/1 2
was pub11shed. ~nlllng o~t the units of 7th Cenadian Plv 5io
with etfGct fro 18 Mill' 42. The General Officer Command P-
1n..Chlet J -'ac1 c Command, and the Dlstrio t Office C 8!.dl,.
1111tary Distr! t 11. -y,ere informed that th ornr ti on r
the 16th, 17th nrl 18th InfAntry lr1gades ~ a quart rs a
"mos \IT ent" ( 20-4-6, vol. 1: A.G. circular lett rR
11 ey 42 an~ r y 42).
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COM?lETION OF' OHDE:R OF BATTlE OF 7TH DIVISION

11. The Ch~.ef of the General Ster had submittsJ
a memoranc1um to the Min:.ster of National Defence on 24 r.:e.r 42
for 'Ghe Duruose of securing "authority for the mobi1i zAtion
thre Brl~a~e Groups of the 8th Canadian DivisIon and the
('.omplet1.o~ of the Order of Bat,tle of thE' 7th Division \I

(nq,s 20-1-6, vol I, C. G. S. to ·1in:ister 24 Mar 42). 'he' reason
advanced for the increa.e in·the number of Roree Defence
'Lnits WElS "the possibil'.ty of B destructive raid on the "lest
COAst., of North An:erica bY. a force of not more than two Bri~~.t'te
Groups" (Ibid). . The C.lief of the General St.Aff pointed out
thrt if t'h'ebth Division was to be concentrrlted in the
Maritimes B d the three Bri~ade Groups of the 7th Divi~ion
on the "fest COAst, "unoar such a disposition" theTe would
be IIno ot'her active ror~'u~tiiOns wi"'h which to bACk theM up".
In order to provide adequpte protection, it was proposed,
to co~plete t.~ 7th Division and to ~obili~e the 19th, 20th
and 21st Brigade ~rouns of t~e 8th Division. ~~o-of t~ese
new Drianoe GrouDs woul~ be locA~ed in Facific Co~mand
ana one - in At Ian tic C i";lIllann.. It wes not cons ieered that
there w ulcl be "sufficienl1 men avai 8ble from ':'raining Centres
to complete adj-i.tional :'ormntions until nbout the 1st of
Aug st" J and th refore he C ief of the General Staff
esti~ated that the concentration of the 7th Dvision would .
take place by 1 Aug 42, and of the 8th Division by 1 Nov 42
(!Q1fl). Th3se sugeesJGions were approved by the l~inister on
2b Mar, but "dispositions" were :Ito have further consideration ll

(Ibid: Minute bv Col. Ralston). .- ~

12. A Direutor of ~obilization and ReQuireme. ts
memorandum of 4 Uay 42 eave an outline of the programme to be
followed with regard to the Home Defence Divisions, statin~

that it was "antlcipaten that in early June tl the three Briga5e
C·roups of the 7th Division would be tlexpandeo to 7th Division
complete" and wourd be locnted at Prince Rupert, Nanaimo and
North Vancouver Island Areas re spe ct i vely. ·It was e Iso
expected that early in June three Brigade Groups of the 8th
Division would be forme~, one to be located at Vernon, one at
Prince Rupert, and the third flt Valcartier. (Ibid: M.R. 1 t
D.li;. 6: R. 4 May 42). -

13. A me. ol'andum to the Minister of Netional De:~enc8

wri t -en by the "'hier f t General Staff on 9 Ma~r 42 stated
that the District Off~cer Corr.MAndin~ had been consulted
concerninr:, the seJection of units required to complete the
Order of Battle of the 7t. Division and three BrivRde Groups
of ~he 8t Division. A propo ed Order of Battle for the
7th Division had been drs\vn up, end a list of units to be
r-:obilized "consequent upon the decision to fonY) three BriQ'ade
Groups of the 8th Division" was prepared. From this list~
and "from u it s previ ousl:l authori zed to mobilize for coast
defence a d Berrison duties", the actual Orders of Battle for
the 8th Division Brigade Groups would be determinen later.
The following IIJ'1lajor units", of 'lNhich three were French
speakingl/. were to be mobilized (Ibid: C.G.S. to r.:inister
9 ~£ay 42) :

&1h.
l'

2
2
3
4
4

30th Reoonnaissance Battalion
(Essex Regiment)

2nd Battalion ~ueen's Own Rifles
2/10 Dragoons .
?rincess of l'lales; Own Regiment (MG)
2 d Battalion Fusiliers Mont-Royal
2nd Battalion Le Regiment (e

Maisonneuve
La Regiment de Lsvis
2nd Battalion Royal ~irulipeg Rifles
2nd Batt lion Irj.sh Fusillers
2nd Battalion ReITina Rifles
2nd Battallon Ed.! onton Fllsiliers

5·
10
11
12
13

1'/indsor

Toronto
Hamilton
Kine;ston
Montreal
1.10ntreal

Levis
"!innipeg
Vancouve'
Regina
Edmonto~
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It was recommended that no new infantry bAttBlio~s b~ taken
from Lili~B~~ pistricts 6 Bnd 7, beOauee, these D1strlcts were
being c8l~eh 'u:r~n to Nrnish,p.'.ponsiderable nunber of new
anti-81rc~af~ un~t.s, bn~. li~l,lt/ Anti-aircraft battery fron
Military District' 6'apd ,bhe fi~+d battery R.?A. from
~ilitarv District 7 w~re~ however, to be rnobl1ize~. The
Chief of t~ Generfil Sta~f, prpposed to advance the dat& of
concentra~ton frpm ~ Aug 42, the date previously suc~ested (see
para 11), "as ac'c0tJlwodation and sUf~ic lent trained cadre
personnel can be mf.J~e Avai lable ". Personnel for. the. cadres
of these units were to be drawn rro~ the followln~ sources
(Ibid) :-.

(a)

(b)

(c)

From the Reserve Units being mobilized.

From. Reserve Army resources within "each District.

Bv withr.rewlng suitable personnel from Active
Urdts already mobilized in Cana de.· This personnel,
where possible, to be withdrawn from Active
Units of the same territorial Infantry Re~jment
or from the $al:!le Corpl1 of other Al"1!ls ann Services.

From the Canadien Army o.verseas.

The i~ediate aQtion which the Chief of the General StAfr
suggested consjsted of ~obilizing at once, pendin~ formal
}rivy Council approval, the 'units required to co~plete the
7th Division as well AS those units which woulQ later
form the Order or Battle of the 8th Division Bri~ade Groups.

14. . On 13 ~ay the Chief of the General Staff
informed the Ad,iutant-General that the r::inister hod 8!'proveo
the above reco~~eno8tions ena added (Ibid: C.G.3. to A~G.,
13 r~ay 42) : ----

It was orieinally intended that cadres for these
units would be formed and placed in trAinin~ about
1 Jun 42, and that tt.e \~nit9 wouln beg~_n to con entrpt
about 1 Aug 42.

In view of the urgent necessity of providinc
operational units in Canada, prior to, or aBsoon as
possible after, the departure of 4th (Armoured)
Division, it has been decided that the date on
which concentration is to commence will be advanced
~o about 1 Jul 42, at least in the case of Infantry
and Reece. Battalions, and if possible for the other
Arms and Services as well.

The units that will be concer.tr~ted on 1 JUI
will depend upon the availability of eccommoont1on,
whioh is now beins surveyed •••

In the Meen tiMe, however , it \'Ii 11 be appArent t1'lpt:
the early procureMent of trained cadres fo~ the~e uni~

is of urgent importance, and to ensure thet the
units hAve every advanta~e in the initial ~tn~~~

of their or~ani~ntion it is su~~este~ that the
appolntJ'Tlent. of Cormanc'!inp: Officers (or f.llternati vel~r
Seconds in Cor~end in cases where the C9n~anojnp

Officer comes from abroed) oueht to oe the first
consideration.

It will further be noted thAt all units l)n.ve teen
allotted to pistricts. Tni~ has been felt to be
desirable and necessary even in the case of units
which have no official reserve counterpart. But I do

'"
I, , '

• ~~ .,~ ~:: I ,:: .,
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not think we should ulnce.the whole resnon~ibility

for the formation of· cndred upon the re pect"ve
Distric~ Officers CQmmanding. Beartn~ 1 rnl~d t e
heavy commitments h! Dl~trlcts hove had to mep-t,
and the sllmneas fithe resources o~ R serve Un4 S,
it wil+ be apprec!ated that assistance will have
to be given botl1 trOtl ullits oveT&eas and f!'~Pl

operational end H.~1.E. Unite alrea(1y fox-med in
Canada. I suggest that the latter Wi:t.l be our most
prolific source of tratned person~el.

15.. An Adjutant General's Qircular letter
of 18 May 42 summarized the ulan of mobilization ot those units
which were to complete the 7th Division as follows (*b~d: A.G.
circular letter, 18 May 42) :

(a) Appointment of Commanding Offioers or Seconds-in-
Command.

(b) Selection of cadres.'

Ce) Preliminary training period prior to ooncentratio

(d) Selection of place of concentration.

(e) Concentration of cadres end enlisted Active
personnel.

Cf) Completion of Unit by posting of personnel called
up under N.R.M.A.

The cont of the units required to complete 7th D1vtslon. tor
ten and ~ 2alt months of 1942-43, was estimated at $'.911.539.
of which "'11,726,577 ,"s non-recurring" (HQ,S 20-4-b vol 2:
Minute of a Meeting of the Treasury aoa~d.· 22 Jul 42)~

16. There appears to have been some difficulty
in obtaining the req~~red number Of cadre and other personnel
for all un ts except the battalions of infantry whicb v~re

already no iIi zed. There was apparently little hope of obtaining
ov~rseas p rsonnel for these appointments. On 23 May 42 General
McNaughton had informed National Defenoe Headquarters by oable
that the situation in England with regard to cadre peraonnel
was not such as to alloW assistanoe to be ~iven for several
months. In reply to a request from the Department of National
Defence on 16 May 42 for "some 15 officers and 160 other ranks
for 7 and 8 Divisions", General McNaUghton pointed out that
"during the past 4 months nearly 700 officers and Qver 3.000
ot}').('r ranks" had been returned to Canada for instruotional and
organizational purposes, .and that there had been other demands
for personnel in England. He added (HQS 20-4-6 vol 1: Tel. G.5.
1756 Canmilitry to Defensor (f9r A.G. trom McNaughton) 23 Kay 42):

The resulting situation is that units formations
anq st~rrs have been seriously depleted and time 1s
now required tor the development ot reDlao8me~ts.

Moreover organization First Army HQ end 2 Corps
involves further drain on units and Corps and w111
undoubtedly limit the rate of completion of t 08.
formations. Also webave easumed heavy additional
responsibility in reinro~cement units by acoeptaQoe
of partially trained personnel QS retntorc8meDta
which will create a further ~eMand on units for
instructurs.

In consequence of the fore~oing I dp not
~eel that your re1uest CBD properly be met at this
ti~e and I sug~est th~t it be deferred until about
1 Aug 1942. by ,~1ch time I hope to be In a pos1tion
to help situation in Canada without un~ue oo~promiBe

of efficiency here.
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In accordance mith the plan covere~ by
XQur memornnc'luTi1, we 'lNill nlready be f-rorn 17 t.o
30 ~AYS lAte. nnd will conse~uently be ~issl~7

the advnntaR'e of ffil"!'1I'1er c!1!;!ninC" v.'eAtter (1":(1:
D.S.D. to D.~. & R. , Ie Jun' 42). ----

The mernornnaum also recoT"lJ""'.enoed tret "!til recrai ts t'e T'03te<'l
to co~nlete the units at A dAte no later tpan thAt ~lnnred for
the concentration of eAch unit.

20. On the same dn~ that the concp.ntret'on
of the units of the 7th Pivision was D.utJ1ori7.eo, Le. € Jun 42,
the Adju tnnt-GenerHl wrote to the Chie f of t'he Gene t"A 1 StAff
referrinr, to Genernl McNA.ur::hton's cable of 23 L1ay 42 (see para 1b)
and stating, with regard to the situation in Traininp Centres,
that:

It has becQme evident that mobilizina Units
are findin~ it extrereely difficult to obtain a
workinc cadre of qualified officers and inVArIAbly
are dependent upon officers of such Un:ts bein
withdrAwn from Instructiona.l StaftS of 'l'rAinin~
Centres. This in turn aggravates the (\ iff leul t
situation in completinp Training Centre establisr
ments. (H.~ 20-4-6 vol 1: /'.G. to C.G.'::>. 3 Jun 42).

He sug€ested that the Army CorrJJlander mieht be askeit to furnish
further information early in Au~ust, nnd proposed to advise
the District Officers Corn~andinp:: that "every enoeAvour will
require to be made to provide SlAtes of Officers for Units
7th and 8th Divisi0ns". {lQ.!£.}.

21. On 11 Jun 42, at a ~eetlnq held at
National Detence Headquarters to discus~ tpe corrpJet"lon of ,he
units of 6t. and 7th Divisions, it was proposed to ~~ve hi~h

priority to Field Re~iMents, Field Conpanjes, DiviRjonAl
R.C.A.S.C., Field A.T11ou1ances and DivisionAl 0ip'nBls. It
was e~reed that the corpletion of \mits ~aq in t~13 cpqe norA
i~portant than tre fillin~ of ~rajnin~ Centres ns fpr as the
utillzation of "Ru recruits 'INOS concerneo. It wen dec~ceri Als6
that the units of th.e Brif."AOe Groups of tre 7tt. Divi r-j on
should be comp1etec't by the Mid~le of July. 6,coo "RII recrl1it~
were to be alJ"tten to 7th Division - 3,500 bet'\'ccn 2b Jun An~

17 JU1, and 2-500 more by 31 Jul. The total nU~Qer of nersonnel
still required fc:r 7th Di~ision, P.S estirwten 30 r;A~' 42) wa~

7,809. The rem81nder, 1,009, was to be covereo by cfldre~
end tradesmen who were not included fiI"'lOne the "R" recruits,
The estima ted increAse in strength of 7th Division until the
end of Ju1YJ exclus;v~ of new n~~res an~ tredeSMen, was to be
as follows 11fflS 20-.). -b vol 1: lunutes of R Meeti UP' he Id At
I~ •D•H. Q.. 11 Jun 42) :

Strength 30 ray 42
12 Jun {from Trainin~
Strength 16 Jun 42
26 Jun - 17 Jul (from
Gtrength 20 Jul
31 Jul (from Depots)
Total

Centres)

Depots)

8,lb6
48

81 214
3.500

11,714
~,500

14,214

AP.POINTUE1-1TS

22. On 4 Apr 42 Canadian r.-:il itar~r HeAd1uart~rs

had been aske~ to submit nominations for the cOMFRnner-ano staff
of the 7th Division (HQS 20-5-6-2 Tel. G.B. 156, Defensor to
Canmi1itry 4 Apr 42), ano "after careful consioerAtion tVith
Crerar and ~:ontAp-'ue" Gene rnl McNBuP'hton hAd nomi naten BriO-flO lers



: ;

k.N. Ganongj:d\.E. Potts, I~.D. ~ Bnn J::..>. :)t~wart lIf'df .
oonsl erat1,qn'ltOr P?pp1ntments ~a" ~oT!lI'lander,~ " and 7 Ulv1s ions
'ln Home Det'enet~ o,;Le ii • Colonel Ri1!,.G. Roome~s oonsidered for
the ap:polntrnen~'~,t.,~prnmandet·ROyBl Artillery 7th Divi~ionJ
but he was "1.n: commahg; ~ Artillery Reinforcelt.ent Un! - It

"en important post an~ Roome oan ill be sparen fit present Cl

"11th r~eard I to Brif!'ene COT'JT.'l"'nde~, further reco!"'T'lendAtions
were to be made later. The telegraM conclu~ec'l:

Nominations for other appointments •••
will be submitted follo~in~ next ~e~ttnN 3eleotion
Board but I must point out we are run~in~ very
short and' it will-only be possible to r~1ep.se
B few. (Ibid: Tel. G.S. 1304 Cannilitry to
Defensor (for Stuart fro'!"'l McNnufJ'l"ton) 16 Apr 42).

23. A'second teleeraPl fron Cana(Uan !.alitery
Headquarters on 20 Apr 42 nornineteo Captejn J.B.T. lewis for
G.S.O. 2) l.1ajor G.K.R. Elliott for C.R.A.S.C.) nne rajor H.D.
Rice for D.C. Divisional Sip'nals. (Ibid: Tel. A. 1075.
Can:'1ilitry to Defensor 20 Apr 42). Other sources were
examined for suitnble off:cers to fill the ~tfiff appointment~
of 7th Division, and the following list shows the of-:'lcers
finally se] e cted \AI ith the effective da~e of tJ1e ir nppoint1"lent s:

Ai:-l-OINTMEh'T

G.O.C.
G.B.O. 1
'G. S.O. 2
..t.A. e.t Q,.:-4.G.

C.R.A.
C. a. ~.

o•C. Piv 3 igs •
C.R.A.v.C.
A.D.M.S.
A.D.O.S.

NMLE

lt~aj-Gen. 1'.l!:. Leclerc, 1.:.1::., E.D.
Lt-Col. A. R. Roy
Capt (A/Maj) J.B.T. Lewis
Lt-Col. H.M. Wallis, D.S.C., M.C.,

V.D.
Brig • Ii.. r:; •G. Roome) V. D•
Lt-Col. N. o. Suthe rland
Major (A/Lt-Co1) H.D~ Rice
Lt-Col. G.K.R. Blliott
Lt.Col. H. Buck. M.C., V.D.
Lt-Col. A.M. McCrimmon

EFFECTIVE DATE

20 r.!sy 42
26 Jan 42
26 Jun 42
16 Jun 42

20 l.:flY 42
It Jul 42
27 Jun 42
29 Jun 42
16 Jul 42
16 Jul 42

ORGMIZA'rrOK HEAD'~ARTERS 7TH DIVISION

24. en 1 ~run Briuadier '"l.H.S. Macklin (D.A.G.) informed
Director of Mobili7.ation and Requirements and nirector of
:F-ersom~l Sf". -v::c ~ that "we Must begin ot one wi th the
mobilization of t.he Headquarters of the 7th Division ". '1tnce
the ooncentrati.on .point had not ~Tet been selected f he su"O'P'ested
thAt the inj"tial·organizption should take nIece in "Eastern
Canada" And named ConnAtu!'ht a s a suitnble ~i te (H·1J 20-4-6 vol 1:
D.P..G. to D.I~. & R. aud D. :t-ers.) 1 Jun 42). A c-: rculflr letter
issued 9 Jun 42 b~' the Adjutnnt-General authoriz~c'l the
oreAnt~ption of' HeadquArters, 7th Di7isi.on, at Cpnr:f\uQ'ht RE':1O'e'1
be~innin~ 16 Jun 42 (Tbin; A.G. circular letter) 9 Jun 42).
General Order 309/1942 Wfl~ published coverinO' t~e ~O~ t~op of
7th Divj sional Headquflrtt.;rs nne the units requ1reii to cOl"'Julete
the Order or Battle f \~Jith effect from 12 !:a:-r 42. .

~5. On 15 Jun) Major-General :L.B_. I.eclero, 1~.1.;.)

l:..D., Genera).. Officer CO!l'\1:'!andin~ 7th nivision* and Lieutenant
Colonel H.;.l. 'lallis, D.S.O.) 11.0., V.D.) AssIstAnt f..cjutant and
~uartennaster General. arrived in Ottawa. On 15 - 16 Jun

- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -
* Major~G nerel Leclerc had previously commanded the

15th Infantry Brigade.
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prelir,inary arrangeI"1ents v'ere r1ade for quarteJ'~ and re,tions, ',~hicn

were to be provided temporarily by the Lanark and Renfrew Scottish;
and at Connaught rtang8s step were taken to secure "sui table
staff, 8cluipmen t, stores" and to attend to other necessary
matters (':T. D. II).. II 7 Cdn. Div. ~ June 42} I Some o~"l the 6th
Canadian Divisional Headquarters Staff also arrived at
Connaught Ran~es 15 - 16 Jun 42, and oreanization of the two
Headquarters :proceeded together for the remainder of' the
month. The strength of Head~18rters, 7th Division, on
30 Jun was 15 all ranks, with 81 (all ranks) attached (~).

26. Tne first p~rt of July 1942 was taken
up with "general organization duties l1 (Ibi<l July 1942).
The following t'!ar DIary ent ry reveals learly the progress
which had been made by 9 Jul (Ibid July 1942):

While there sti 11 remained some shortages ot~

M.T. and supplies - and some vaoancies in
officer and other rark personlwl - the (onsensus
of opinion was that organi~at:on has now reached
the stap;e 'where this R,C{,. could Move and continu(1
to fuhction with a fEir ~eg~ee of efficiency
on a few hours' notice.

TH1~ BRIGADE GHOUPS OF 7TH DIVISIm:

27. As has been ment ione d p_~ev'ioufll:y', only
the th ree Brigade Groups of the 7tb Di'I,i 8 ion were orjpi.nally
to be Mobilized; these were the 16tn, 17th find 18th InfBntry
Brigade Groups, 8uthori zed to mobilize 24 J.~2r 42 {see parR lO}"
The 16th Infantry BriSBoe Group began ore,nnization At
f'rince George on 26 Jun 42 under the command of Brigadier

'O.M. Martin, V.D. Subsequently. it became one of the \
'Brigade Groups of 8th Division. The 17th Infantry J3ri~ade
Group, with Brigadier C.B. TOPPt D.S.O., U.C.: as CODIT-ander,
was to be formed at Vernon in British Colunbia. Organization
began there on 12 Jun 42 with about half the required staff.

, It was decided, however, presumably in conjunction with the
decision to move the 7th Division to Atlantic Command, that
Headquarters 17th Brigade Group should organize at Connaught
Ranges (HQS 20-4-6 vol 1: e.G.s. to A.G., Q..J!l.G., M.G.O. t

~7 Jun 42). Accordine1y 14 of the sub-staff of 21 Men proceeded
there on 27 Jun 42; the remainder stayed in Vernon to form part
of the 19th Infantry Brigade Group Headquarters '.':hich was then
in the procees of organization at that point (Ibid: A.G.
circular letter, 26 Jun 42). The strength of 17th Bri~a~e

Group Headquarters at the end of June was one officer. Rnd sixteen
other ranks, including one Home Defence conscript (W.D., H.,Q.
17 Inf. Bde. June 1942).

28. The Headquarters of the 18th Brigade Group was
formed at Esquimalt, beginninF-!, 25 Jun 42. Bri?Bdie:r H.PI.
Murdock, E.D., was appointed Cownander. This Bri~ade Group
became part of the 6th Division, and moved to Fort Alberni
on 18 Sep 42 (see Report No.7, Historical Section (G.S.)
D.N.D., para 26). Witb the withdrawal of enemy forces fro~ the
North Facific, lt appeared no lon,qer necessar~r to rna-intei n 1e.rf.'e
numbers of operetional troops in tre Pacific C01T'.mand; connequently
durintl' the surnr,:er of 1943, it was decided to mav.e a conn; derBble
re{~uction in the stren~th of the Home Defence forcefl (Ibi~:
para 34). 'rtte 16th and 18th BrigA.de Grou-ps '1....ere be th d isbA.nded
on 15 Oct 43 (G.O. 15, 8 Jan 44, w.e.f. 15 Oct 43).

29. The two BriF-mde Groups which rer.l1aced the
16th and 18th in the Order of -"Battle of the 7th Div:i sion Vlere
the 15th Bnd 20th. The 15th Infantry Brigade Group had been
intended to form part of the Gth Division, and to this end
had begun organization at Va.Jcartier Camp on 20 Oct 41, under
the cOTnmand of' Erigadier f.E. Leclerc, M.lt,:., ~~.D. "'hen
Brigadier Leclerc was chosen to command the 7th Division,
Brigadier J. A. Leclaire was selected. as his successor
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and too' oye the co mend of 1St r.' ..
itab le 0 f c OR it i 0 "'I d ' t n f'

o ties and a nroved '.e Ch tef I1tA o.
't> A.Uf7· 41 pr OS~~:;~~ th~ ;rnf~ t,,, n l"i!)on ,£1 v 6 1 h Br d
Group,'LesVoJ..ti~~urs de Que ec, The 11 fix ,J""l fi Rno.~.e

Re~i~nt de ,ul~ (HQS ~0-1.5, vol 1; 0 .~.~.
30 Aup 41).:' ls··c()!.1'mos tlon was not fL. f..cco....di..fJ'to
a list of units'Lundef- the !Son hnn ot 7t Division, f)'r PM"
b, the Direotorate of Stafr Duties an daJep 23 Jun 42
t~e infantry battalions of the l,t~ Bripade 1ncludeo e
Rep.iment de ontm!1P.'ny, Le Het!iMent de 'I:-uebeo, and Les FU!l11 ler"'
de Sherbrook. (HQS 20-1-5 vol 2: C. G• .3. 0 1.rcula r letter,
8 Jul 42, APtx. B).

30. Althoue-h the 20th InrAntr~T !3ri C'l'e<~Q had beart
intended 01"1 inally to form one of the thre~ Bri~ade Groul)s
of the 8th D vision, it oame under the coo~and of 7th DiviRion
alr.Jost iJlli:J.ed lately after its organ ization hod been A'uthori ?:ed
at Niagara-on-the-Lake on 31 Au~ 42. Brigadier}. Enrnshaw,
D.S.O., k.C., was appointed the Brigade Co~mnnder. The
Infantry units allotted to this Bri ade Group w~re the 2nd/10th
Dragoons and the 3rd Battalion, The 'i-ueen '5 O'.o:n Riflos of
Canada whioh were tr.en concentrated at Nia~ara-on-the-LA e,
end the 3rd Battalion, l"he Royal o'linnipeg Rif les.

:31. The reason for the shiftin of t~le 131"1 ada
Groups from the Divisions in whose Order of )3Rttle they hAd
orip,inally b en included is not ah"ays clear from the 1'i les
available at the Central Registry, the Department of National
Defence. It may be assumed, he 'ever, thAt, when it -'AR
decided to locate 6th Division in feoific Cenrnand, the
logical step with reeard to economy And the territorial
affiliations of the "R" recruits was to plnce 15th Dri ada
Group, concentrated at Valcartier, in the 7th Division o"ht~h

was to take p the defence role in Atlantic CO~And. It
1s stAted in a Minute of a Treasury Board Meetin~ on 9 Se 42,
that:

••• tne decision to have t~~ DivlRionAl Commend
on the 'Fest Con!3t hn~ resultet1 in a reAIJoc" ion
of lnran,try Brjp'AG~S (·enerall~r, j n o'roer to
obtain t:l'reF'ter operF'tionnl efr' oienc:. (P:';:>
20-4-25-J: ~inute of a ~eetin~ of t~e TreA~ur~

0oard, 9 Sep 42).

THE l.lOVE OF 7'111 CA.!ADIAN nIVIS:rO.l! TO A'I'Lt".!·TIC· C0l1:M.D

32. Canadian defence polic! since 1940 hAd been to
maintain n complete division in the Atlr.ntic Co~~onn. This
measure was based on the estiMated sc~1es of attack br an
enemy on the east coast of Canada. The 3rd CanadiAn Division
beBan to ~ove to Debart early in October 1940 (see }reli~"inary

Narrative. I istorv of the Canadien Militarv FOkC~S in Canada
and Adjacent Regions, Chap 9, pares 110 - Ill). At this tiMe
the camp was still under construct50n, and proble~s of
accomnodatio had to be solved by the use of oanvas. The
3rd Division moved overseas in the summer of 1941, and the
4th Division moveQ to Debert and Sussex to take OV~r the
operationAl role of the 3rd. It was proposed to desnatch the
4th DiVision oversees ourine the late SUmMer and Autumn or
1942, and pI ns were therefore made for the 6th Division to
move to Atl~ tic Command and r'~r the 7th Division to serve on
the Pacific Coast. A change in plans, however, resulted
in a decision to send the 6th Division to the. rAciflc Corernwnd.
With ragard to the 7th Plvislon, Bri~Adier ~.H.S. Uacklin,



D t 'r.~. epu ' .;-~:.J .. taut"'}i; ,~.l11J st.rted on 1 ;run ~.?

rh:'s U1ITiaiollal Bead1u~:~tF.::rs t'fl.ll e·.111 '1;:~(tJis
1n 1 hl3 rl rat. 'i'tlotance. iIi Br:.t.ish Co ·.lm~)i~ ..:1t n
.i\itc wh:~c.h '11i11 shor ,1}' tt3 ·tloide. la'~er,
nfU'r the ~e:parture cf 4th n:~visi(;n, :1ead'r·B l'")·ers
'ltIl Piv" co on '11111 move tc '0 bert. (H:tS 2 -l-f
VO:L 1; D. A.G.. or,!; D.M. et R. onc D. :t rs., 1 J\ 11 42).

111. spite o~~' this :1 ,at,er1ent, anCJ. pl'eV:1OllS pJIlnr1 already men~j.(lned,
this Divis: on mover., f:.-om OOflnaught d:rectly to Atlantl ~ J:>l;;rQfna
to tak~ OVf r the c)leratiC'nal role of ~he 4tll Di j sioa, -hi 1h

be~f1n to m(,ve to I;:J.g.~and 0:1. 8 Aug 42.

3:~I. 'r18 movF.ment of the 7th Di'v1.sic.n to tb..~
c IPS f D bert ar.t SUSS€l:i= co Id not be c m:. ~ et€lo um;il
sufficient Ilc""om tDcc.at.ion haC! 'yean m&c1e eval:.nble by t ~3
despatoh overseas of n-I l t"le n: ts of 4 h D,.vid eon. Si~?.3 ';1 ~
4t had t\€'!~ n COIl'TEct'3d to an Armoured D:1 vis:.on ar.d the 7 ~r.'.
was fill Infmt:.·y )i\'!sio!l., there we e slii1'ht d::ift'ereCl e;~ in i:h€1
type c i fK'()OJl1modHt :.0'1 nece SSflr~r. Prc...~ 8j on had ~.() be 1'1I:H1-3 for
the LiQ'ht J nti-Airorz1: t. Re~~;mant and the R900rnaJ sSS''\co

attAJ. lor. of the ';<,h l'V"is ion, since the SEl llni ts f'or Imt' :!H~1:4
of ElIl Infantr;r, u~, not of an kctnourec1 I:i l~:ion (HQ.S 20-'/-1:',
C.G.S. t" G.O.C.·-iu-:'. Atlmtic COI1T1land, 26 Mr.y 4,2). TnEl
first r: ipt ~ of 4tl~ Div:i.~ion 'mH> warned to 118 reedy- f"or
desuatct. oversen~ f'rClTi~ 28 Jul 42 (H(t3 20-2-h 01 2: :>.1.:.0. (1: P.
to D.C.~·.&. (A) J 17 J'll 42). The ndvE\.nce p81'ty of He dlut:lrt'~r9t
7th Div.s ion, left for' TJeb?3rt on 14 J 1 42, an(f t.h~ rnln r'Hlv
follow • on 21 Ju:., arriving 1.lers c ..... tOn (..V'~.ub'3 0';: .;1 next
day.

34. The main par1.1r of H~EdCJ.unrters 15th Briv8( e
rroup lef:' Val cart :ler on 25 Aup; 42, arrivine at Debart on ~he

f'o11owine 'lay. ('.V.D., H.c.:.. 15 Inf. TIde. 26 .~ug 42). The f:Lrst
few days were spent. In getting settled in tIle ne.\ quar'~er3

On 2 S'3p 42 GenerEJ. Leolerc inspected all units n t:1e E lr:"A ~e.

On this date also the first Operation Order was issued, anc.
trainL1g b san i!!1mE\die tely in order that thel 15th Brigllde
Group mie;ht be ahle to fulfil it S responsib: li ties in tihe
event of an enem:r flt,tack (~: 2 Sep 42).

35. The 17th Brigade Group f~adCJ.~prters moved
to [5us:Jex on 24 Jul 42. Its strength at thts p~rlod 01"
organi:Uition was 3;' all ranks. Sinoe the 4t.h DiVision uni '(,$

had not yet been despatched overseas, personnel of the
Brigade !~adquarter8 were quartered with The Lanark and
Renfrew Scottish Regiment and the 4th Division Support Gro\p.
(Y.D., H.Q. 17 Inf. Bde., July 1942). On I Aug 42 the 17th
Bri~ade J.roup officially took over SUssex Camp HeadquarteI"s
from the 4th Division Support Group J ,and Brigadier Topp
b~oame Camp Commandant. (Ibid: 1 Auf?, 42). General Lecl rc
inspeoted the units in camp at SUssex on 13 Aug. Traini p;
began almost immediately. On 3 Sep 42 the 23rd Field Re~1ment

proceeded t the Artillery Ra~es at Tracactie to carry out
firine practice. ~turnine to Sussex on 9 Oct. <.~: 9 Oct 42).

36. Headquarters, 20th Bripade Group, the 2nd/10th
DrapooDs and the 3rd Battalion, The (~ueents Own Rifles of Canada)
arrived at ~ebert on 30 Sep 42. Some unitf~ of the 4th Div'J.a1on
were still in the lir.e s whlch the 20th 13r1~Ade Group un! ts were
to oocuPY, "'1 tr. consequent overcrowding for "two or three
weeks" (W.D , H.Q,. 2.0 Inf. Bde. ,30 3ep 42}. Brigadier Eerns:1ew
Vias informs b. r DivI.si onal Headquarters that the 20 EriP'ade
Group "woul have three month!l availt bleH for t;t"win;i.nr- before
it adopted n operational role (Ibid~, Jccordingly, after tho
first 'few days spallt in unl(..\rdiIlP'. un'PAckirl~ and r"akin~ prelimi
nary arran~eI:lents, lnit. syllabi were drawn up and traininp- bel-Em
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On 25 Dec 42, Bri~adier J.B. Stevenson took over the cO~~And

froM Bri?Q i r Earnshaw.

37. Sever.l ch en to plnce in t e in n
component of the 20th Bri~ade-d rin ff th. next fo' r.onth •
4 Jan 42 th 2nd/10th Draioons lett net rt to te,e ove
defence ro 1 t "ydne~r; t , is uni \'lUS rf~. lace, l>~t I.e R .
Joliett ,\! cn as, tn, reo floe. by h A ~on t 111 ~ e lrr .nl:
in the early spring of 1943. The l~tter re .iMent roceeded
overseas in June 1943. On Ib Jun 43 the Main body of he 3r
Battalion, Tne ~ueen's Own Rifles of CanRda moved fro~ Debert t
Dartmouth 0 Coast defence duties (Ibid, Ib Jun 43) and was
succeeded at Debert by The ~anark and Renfrew qcottish. On
3 Jul 43 th~ Headquarters, 20th Brigade Gro~p, left Debert fo
Vernon, B.C. with Les Fusi1iers ~~ St. Laurent and No. 20
Defence l'la oon. On 30 Jul it proceeded to flort A1borni.
(Vancouver Island) where The Lanark and Renfrew ~cottlsh ha1
prev10usly een sent on 2 Jul 4} to un~ertAke a eoast defence
role in ~acific Command. (Ibid, July 1943). The 3r~ Betttlion,
The Royal "lnnipep- Rifle R remained in Atlo:1t io COI'!T'1and in
coast defence role nt Shelburne ano UUl~rAve. (lbl~, 9 Jun 43).

38. Con~ltions at Debert Ano SUs~ex, ourjn~ the
first few monthR after the arrival of 7th Piv~8ion, were not,
o";)parently, sAtisfactory. At the ver,r au set, M:; hr~ hee
pointe~ o~t ir. paras 35 - 36, acco~ oootion robla~s n
presented trenselves. Accord1n'" to ..he "lor THnT;" oP t"le
A!"'s~f)tAnt Director 1.1edicAl servj CaS snn1tr-r r condit ons "ere
unsatisfactory, and the sup""lY of water in the caY'll' "0 li..,1 t e
("I.D., A.D. ".5. ? Cdn. Div. AUl!ust 1943); pnd tl"e Cor·.....,pn~er,
Roya) Canndion Artillery co~plalned of lack or Qufr1cipnt offioe
space {'.D., C.:1.C.A. 7 Con. Div' t October J942}. 7t 1)iv~~joT'

"[(lr Diaries refer on :"lore tl"an one occtif"ion to tl"e e~('essive

rainfall durinf the fluturrm Months; the Assistnnt Dt...·6ctor l.:elU 1=' ....

3ervices 8tatcd that henvy rains flooded the villa"e or Debcrt,
where one bU~ldin.~ WAR "\18Shed away, and "~Rn~f' leAks 'lh(Y"ed ur
in roofs of huts" ("I.D., A.D.r.:.S. ? Cdn. Div.·, ::JepteMber 1942).
The wet weather hindered trainin~ to ~o e extent, but n conRirle 
oble amount was nevertheless accompJished. (3ee pArPR 46 - Afl.

THE OffiRArrIOr\AL ROlE OF THE 7TH CflJ:ADIM: DIVIGIOr

39. The scales of enemy Attack for "'hich
7th Division· had to be prepared were, briefly, bor.bardnent by
a capital ship, by one or two a-inCh cruisers, or by ~n armed
merchant raider mounting 6-1nch guns; attack b" subJTlflrlne or
small surfaQ~ craft; small raiding partie8; or bomb or p,as
attock on sipping, COAstal and inland objectives. ThA Oarris0 s
and Defended Ports \'11 thin the 7th Pivi SiNl' S "urea of res~onslbi1
ity" were 11 lifax Fortress, and Defences at Sydney (inoludinp tl"e
Strait of Canso Defences), Shelburne, Saint John, GAspe 8r~

Arvida. Each of thene had been ~llotted fixed defences ~nd

~arrisons. The 7th Div1sion W~9 required to hold in reAd1ne~s,
at Debert And Sussex, ~obile reserves to:

(8) Restore or stAbliize the sitUAtion At An
Fortress, Defended lort or Are~;

or

(b) Attock the ener.'T ·.·1~0 is effecttn1.'7 or hfl
effected A'lar.djn~ n an oren out~;oo t
peri~eter of Fortre$ses, Defender. 10rts or
Aroas;

or
(e) Uove to sor.e strntc iG line for t~e r rnose

of cefence A('ainst any ru ....ther enerw prOrres'1.

40. The naxinu~ stren~ths of Mobile re~erVeR
to deal with these possible co~tin~enaies were one nr1~a~e
Group, less one spec j a1 platoon, nt Debert, and one Hrtt:'A~e

Group, less one battalion, at Sussex. It was pointed out thAt
it might be necessery to utilize the remainder of the Division
in any of these three roles, or in an ."Internal ~)ecurity role"
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est~bl1~b o/tact in an emergency w1th United
forcos at ~~, Ctephen. N.B. by the despatch or
company trQm the 17th Brigade; a~d to send one
f~om the l't Brigade to petrQl the coast ro~d

Cap C!la.t alo l! the lower St. ~wrence.

42. Key otficers were to visit all Fortre3S~~

6np Defended Ports on Atlantio Com~nd. ReQonoa1ssftnces ot
the ground 1 the vicinity of an~ routes anq approQchos to
Fortresses and Defended Forts were to be carried out. A
reconnaissance was to be mAde alao. in oonjune~jon wIth the
Strait of Canso Defences, of the o~er8tion Which ml~ht be
involved in an effort to cross the Strait. (Tb~s info~ tlon
is found in t .D •• H.Q.. R.O.A. 70dn, Div•• SellteJ'lber 1942.
OperAtion Or er No. 3. 31~11ar Operation Orders pre to be
found 1n oth r 7th Division ~fAr Diaries of ~t'ltefl1ber ftnt!
October 1942 put the one to ~b1Qh yef renee 1 Made found
to be the n t compreheps1ve) •

.THJ:: ~;TREt\GTR <F THE 7m C}1,·A DlAl" Dffi Jot.

43. The stren th ot the 1t~ DivisIon wns s~btect
to con!1tnnt' lhf'u~e, reeulti~ tram demend~ for oYerS~UUI

reinforcenen 6 and the oonstant ~hittlng or unitft to take oYer
cooot defeno roles. On 2 Jan 42. the total stren~th or the
7th Division was 10.541; or theoe 680 were ottio8r~ 8~ 9.861
other ronks. Of the latter t1e~r6. ;,035 were ActIve ~oldl.~s

and the renainder. 4",,832, were !fatlono1 Resourcea :'obl11~Atlon
Aot personnel (H~ 8a99, vol. 3: "Canadian Army 1n Canada b
Fomations - Strength". 2 Jan 43). .

44. The 7th Div1sion was never tullY or~8nlz.d,

It was decid\d. for example. in september 1942 to send the
30th Reoor.no ssance Battalion (Essex Regiment) oVel'SeSB to be
the Reoonnai sanae Heg1uent for 1st Canad1an Corps an4 to
replace it with the 24th Reconnaissance Battalion lVoltleeurs
de ~uebec) in the 7th Division. The 30th Reconnaissance
Battalion WOl to be brought up to st~ength by the Ql~eQt

en1istmen~ o~ Active personnel. No action was to be t~ken to
"post M~mber H.D. to the 24 Reece Bn pending: A aec1n1on .8 to
the ultimate employment" of this battalion. (HQ~ 20-1..b. vol 2:
A.G. clrcula ~etter. 16 Sap 42). On 19 Feb 4' A memorandum
b,r the Chief of the General Staff stnted th'lt the 23rd 'leld
Company. R.C.E•• ther. servln~ in the 7th Division. WftS to be
despatched oversea~ without replaceMent for service with 2nd
Corps Troo s. (Ibid: C.G.S. to A.G., ~.M.G•• },:.O.O., 19 Feb 4')
In add! t ion. manY\iili ts vlere never brouP'ht up to con:plete
e~tab116hment. ~e estRblishMe~t of the R.C.t.~.C. un1t8 1n
the 7th Dtvl Ion was 1.620 all rankrJ, and the total' Mtrenpth on
31 Jan 4' W8 1.048 ('fI.D., C. R.A. ~h C. 7 Cdn. D1v.. J",nuftl"! 194)).
'l"Jle '.Tar Est" J11sh17lent for 7th T)1vi~ional 31"'n81~ "OS 629 fill
renk~ (,.• D. • Q.. 7 Div. Si(7's •• Au~st 1942. Appx. ,); cat the
end of JanUAry 194; the actual stren~th was only 267. (Ihld.
J~nuary 1943. Engineer untt~ gee~ to hove fared better:--In
Aurrust 194? here was only a ~li,ht shortn,e or o:rricors
and non~co~ ssioned oftioer3. but this w~s not con~ d~red

serious. At that tt~e the nu~ber of sappero wan 100 Qve~

stren~th. ant it w~s decided to make ~se of this tact to ~.t
rid of any" ndesirable" Men ("I.D. H.Q~ R.C ..E. 7 Cdn. Div.,
ugust 1942. APP4. l}.
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THAININU

46. During the firnt tew monthR in 'hlch Jhe
\mit, of '\ole 7th. Division were oreaniz1n ano en ea'lOU in"!' to
l"tHiOll • 0 ~ stat.e of efficiency, no em~ hasis could be placed
on 1~~ce-3 ale t~aininr schemes. General Leclerc pointed ~ t
to the Otf· c rs Commending the units that '(for the tiM he Ine"
all attll 4t Oft should be given to individua.l train1~ (f••
'lOti 1 edna Div., July 1942 Appx. An l.. A D1vi s10n 1 Drj n
and t.81n ~nenoe dehaol was begun on 31 Aug 42 (1.21!i, ~u \; s
1942 I~pp;(. uI"), and a Divisional Coo ~ery Sohool on 14 Sep.
(ill!, Appx. u!-TH ).

4'1. devers,). training schemes Viera orTied out,
dur!ne the autumn of ~942. On 16 Oat 42 one Int'entry company
and A oArrier plAtoQn from toe J5th Bripeae Gro4P con te~

en 6 'te ro le. to "teat the defences of the f ali faX' Eo ·trJlr,l!t I r~a"
by simulating, landing from a ~~rchant vessaJ in ffaoke' COy~

{p ~ D. II ,.I~. 15 Inf. 13de.. October 194~). On 7 ~ov th~ 15 t

Brigade proceedeo on Exeroi~ "Beaver" to ~ulgr6ve ~nd Ca.pe
Breto CI,d"'h the object of r~pellin~ an invasion of the
Atlftntie e,l8 t by the enemy" lIbi.'!.: 7 Nov 42} .. Ttlls
exercise 1 sted for .three days, ann was oons1dered to hnv c en
fee ~rent. ~nocesstl.. "One ()f the best 1eHfton$' resu.... ted froM
the "op'l}ortunity p~ven to prActise adrlinist'rstive Arra ~ef'lentti

wi th repa!" to 1"lOV6 l1'lent, control and supplie~". "'rna trooJls
al 0 ~ained va~u8ble exnerienQe in the Go-oper.ation or el ~rr~

9,ucl1 A9 fI-:- ttllery, enf7:ineers Qnn 8it:!n~.1.5 J wit}' infM't f&·. t~j.a :
Appx. "CU}. '

4.~. A scheme. ~l'lbod,rin~T un! ts in OfJl"n at
~'ugse:;(~ tc 'K. :plnce 1n the viein1.ty of dt. ~1eI'tj ns~ ~·.13" on
14 Nov 42. It wos oonsidered thflt thIs !I ope ratiou' provider!
conaiderRole valuable experienoe tc all concerned II. (, r, P.
H. r" 17 Inf. Bde., 14 Nov 42). Ho t rainin:" ex€:rc ~ fie 'n len.
to have been oonducted by the 20th.: ri€,8 ~~ OrOUr\ rltrd nr 942
A "tar D1nr:r entry of 27 Oct 42 noten. that th ta FL i ArlO woul'"
not assUIn, an o'Pere,tional role until "about tl'e f'rst w\tlek
in January·. (''l .. D, H., .. 20 n' Doe. p 27 Oat 42j~

49 On ? Dec 42, Lieutenant,-General ". 't· rt t

Chief of t e General stafr. vislten the ~n1ts at l~be t al
~3usse~. l1e !Iollqureb.l,e Mr. J. L. Halstan, Minister of
Nstio,pa Defence, and }Jajor.. '1eneral W~H.j? Elkin$, Genera
OffiO&ll" C D111\t\nding-in-Chlet' Atl~nt1e CO;mrland, 1n8 etQd. "t'
Division nits at Debart on IE» Dec. (~1.D. "Ot '1 Div. J El Ctlm Je
1942)~



eln AT SU EX Ii Ll'TARY CAMP -

riot

Oau e of dint rbence 0 a
e 1 e, t that no rae1 1 or reI .jous fr c 10
Units. Relationship cordlal prior to ~1.t rb
All pe sonnel engB.. ·ed a, ear to have bee G. f'.

Jp 1al 1 t 013 end piequets were err np.ed to prevent any
further d sturbanoe.. ·

52. On B ay men of both units lined the
st-ee s n the town ot SUssex but further disturb nee w a
avoided b all men of both units being recalled to camp
ann oonfined to barraoks. On 14 ay Les Voltit1"6\1rs d Quebec

1. •• :1'.: moved to Aldershot, N.S. !"11it8l'Y find clvil 1nqq l"les
were held. The matter ~lso formed the subject or inquiry
in the Ho sa of Cornrnons. (': .. 0. 1st Bn. D. ! R.. 1 leg May 9 3,
Appx. 3).

THE 7TH DIVISION DISBAnDED 15 OCT 43

5,. Durin~ the summer o~ 1~43 pl~ns 'ere ~8d

to reduce the strencptb of the ROMe Defence for-oes. "!L..h the
w1t~ TO e of the enemy fron the orth 8citic, it W6S
no lon~er neoe~ Ary to reatntaln 18r~e numbers of 0 r~l onol
troops in ~aeif1c Co~mAnd. On 30 Aue 43. therefore> it

8S propo e to t~e Mln1ster of National Defence bv
Chief of he General dtaft to disbnnd the 7th An. ut
Div1 1on~. and to re ~oe the stren~th of the 6th Dlv151on.
These re om ndatton$ were annToved by the ''far COP'J'l'l tee or
th Cabin t on the followln day. 31 Aup 43. (H'~ 20- -5.
vol. .3: .1urehle to the tUnia tar of National Defence, 3 Jan 44).
This dec! ion was announced ublioly on 13 Sen 43 b7.r.
ilalston. !ho pointed out that tbe Pivls10ns wou fJ be re aced
by tree }om lete broCL'I'sde group.sl lJenoh ca.pable or 0t el'"Pt,in



- 1 •

.independ~

(a) To provid duo
bo4y Q 0 ration

b ho
troops 1

(b) To Introduce an add1tional has
tr,1nlng whioh wil be ~iven to
before they proceed overseas;

to
of 10'l; r

be"
e p

(0) To relea.se a coas~dorobl~ number
cAtegory personnel. who will thu
toke up civilian oooupat1ons an4
available Manpower. (Ib1d).

54. On ? Oot 4} the 15th Brlgad Gro~p

Headquarters moved t"roJII 'Deb$rt to 1me Geor • B. C. I

it came u \ er oOMm8nd of the 6th n,-v'is1on. The 17th
was disbanded (G.O. 15, 8 lan 44. w.e.t. 15 Oct 4'. As
has been $t8te~ previously (8te p~ra ~1)J the ~Qt rl'-A4
Group Headquarters hAd ftll"eadyo mov d to ort. Iberf\
7th CanAdien Division Headquarters 8 dt a e~

(0.0. 15. n Jan 44. w.e.f. 1S Oct 43).

The rollowjn~ A pendJce55.
this Report:

4ppend ix HA" - Iroposed Order of Battle,
7th Canadian Divl$iQft

Appendix liB" UnitQ under co end 0 t e
7th Division}.. (upon C('lncont t1 0
at DEBERT - ~GSSIX).

ppendlx "C" - Units undor co nd or t e
7l h Oivi Gion 21 J'ul 4'. and
their location.

56. This report was drart.cS by t·'_2
3ero eant uohanan, J .N•• Can8_d~4ln 'lol'l1en' Amy Co ps.
Historioal Section, Department Of stlona D r~ ce.

(G. ".

P1r 0
19 Oct 4 •

"
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I4achine GUll
SUpplY and Tranaport

MedIoa1s

Ordnance

Others

R. de Jol.
H.~. 17 Int. Bde.
17 Det. PI ..
V.R. ot C.
D. ~ H. Rit'.
Can. Fus.
H_~. 18 Int. Bde.
1S Det. P1_
R.M. Rens.
2 o. Soot. R,
K.OIlR. or C,
R. de Chat. (Mit)
Comd. 7 Div. RCAso
7 Div. Amn. Ooy. (No. 21 COY.) RO~O
7 Div. fete Coy_ (No: 22 Ooy~) ReASe
7 Div. SUp. Coy. (No.2' OOy.) ROMe
19 ld. ~b~ HOAKC
21 Fd. Amb. RCAYO
25 Fd. Amb. n~JU4C

No. 4 Pd. HfS' sec. RCAI4C
101 L.A.D. Type A) RCce
102 L.A.D. TrPe A) RCOC
.103 L.A. D. (Type A) RCOC
107 L.A.P. (Type A) BOOa
104 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
105 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
106 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOe
108 L.A.D. (TJpe B) ROOC
109 L.A.D. (Type B) ROOO
110 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOe
111 1.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
32 Lt. AA Ord. \f/S Sub-sec ROOO'3 Lt. AA Ord. ~v/s SUb-Sec ROQO
34 Lt. AA Ord. ':1/S SUb-Bec ROOC
35 Lt. AA Ol'd. w/s SUb-Sec 0000
7 Div. Or4. ~Ykahop. ROOO
7 Div. Ord~ r«. Pk. RCOe
11 Pro. Coy. C. Pro. C_
7 Dlv~ FOetal U~1t. C.F.O.



l

'['he fo "I 0\'</ i~ - . ! 1t &\ \ h j }.

war to co urdar the cor ~nn 1 r~ice-

Cornrnondln . t the 7th C. n dian DivJ. s to , , on conce +, r " orl
the en ps of Dehart and .lusse. (f - ~>O-l-, vol ;;;
oircular Ie tar; 8 Jun 42, A!,p~. 11131\).

UQ. 7 Dlv
7 Dj,v Int .,-e
5 F 3 ~Jeo

7 Der &. E P 'J.
30 Reece Bn (~s$ex

HQ. 7 D1v Arty
HQ 10 Lt M Re t

6 Lt I.A Bty
7 Lt AA Btya Lt /LA Bty
9 Lt AA Bty

HQ. 8 A Tk !teet
10 P 11k Bty
11 A Tk Bty
12 A Tlt Bty
13 A Tk Bty

.HQ 7 D1v Znt!rs
.5 Fd rk Coy

7 Div Sl~s (less ~ F G, 1 K L Jeos)
R de Chat B,at)
CO~C! ReMO 7 Div

7 Div Ann Coy
'/ Div j-et Coy
7 Div sup Ooy

4 1"4 Hyg Seo
101 LAD (A)
103 LAD (A)
107 LAD (A)
t04 LAD (B)
. (;, IJJ) (B)
108 LAD (il)'
109 LAD (B)
110 LAD tB)
III LAD tB)
32 Lt AA Ord "lkshop Sub-sec
33 Lt AA Ord ·'.fkshop ~ub-sec

34 Lt AA Ord "~shop Sub-sec
35 Lt M. Ord "/kshop Su'b-~ 0
7 Dtv Ord ''lkshop -
7 D1v Ord F<1 Pk
12 Pro CoY'
7 Piy Po.stal Un~t

FQ. 1.5 Inf Bde
J.5 Det Xl
R de Monty
R de Q,
Fus ete $he~

HQ. 20 P'd Rep.t
. 24 Fd Sty

72 lI'd Bty'1' ld 13ty
1.5 Fd C~y

E S~C 7 1 ~s

L sec 7 Dtv 'tefr
20 Fd Amb'
liQ. 17 Int Ude

1'1 Det 1'1
D & n R1f
V R 01' C
2 R Ii c

HQ, 23 Fd Regt
31 ,d Sty
36 ,d aty
83 Fd ~ty



2; F Coy
F Bee 7 Piv 3ip
¥ Gee 7 Div vi s
21 b
102 lAD (A)
105 LAD (D)
H 20 In! U~e

3 '.~ 0 1
3 R "IPS Hif
2/10 D

HQ. 26 Fd Regt
117 Fd Dty
118 Fd Uty
119 I'd BtY'

27 P'd COY'
G 3ec 7 Dil' ~igs

J 3ec 7 I>iv Sigs
27 Fd Arob



AFP~r-.rnIX "0 II

Thin "Location tete nt II 0"

nits un~er t~e cor.r:a d co(' the 7t Div· ~ on ns a 2 J' 1
and t ir dis.o~ition (";I.D. "Gil 7 Cdn. Div., J 1/ lQ43.
A~px. 11).

On 18, PT on ,

On paper onl:
On prper ' nlv
o paper
On ,;,mper
011 por, r
On pa:<er
On raper
On p8, 8/on":"

Ooe t 't 0

One coy at kul~rav :

Tracadie: rt l!J Jt
One~· Ga 16

Debert
Debert
Debert

Sussex
Tracadie
Debert
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Dehert
Debert
Debel"t
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
iJ.'racadie
VernoQ BC

Debert
Debert

Debe.rt
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Sussex
SUssex
Su3sex
Halifax
Dartmouth
Debert
Sydney
St. John
Tracadie
Debert

LOCATlorurI'!'

HQ. 7 Cdn Diy
7 Div lnt sec
5 Fd Security Jec
7 Def &: Emp 1-1
HQ 15 Cdo lnf Dde
15 Def 1'1
R de Monty
R de Q.uebec
Fus de Sher
HQ 17 Odn lnf Bde
17 Det :PI
D &: H Hits
V R of C
2 RHO
3 Q. 0 R
3 R Wpg Rif
2/10 Draeoons
R de Chet
HQ 7 Odn Div Arty
20 Odn Fd Regt RCA

26 Cdn Fd Regt RCA
10 O~n L A A Regt RCA
H~ 7 C~n Div EnFrs
5 Fa ;' Ooy nCE
15 Fd Ooy RC1E
27 Fd Coy RC'll;
7 Cdn Div Sips Roes
H~ 7 Cdn D1 RCASe
7 Div l~ Coy RCASC
? Div let Coy RCAJO
7 Div 3up Coy ROASO
71 Gen Tpt Coy ReASC
7 Div. Cor Coy R0A30
20 Fd AI!lb RCAMC
27 Fd At1b "1CALO
29 Fd .Anb RCAMO
4 Fd Rye Sec ROAl\~O

7 Div Ord ~~shop ROOO
7 Div Ord Fd ~k ROOC
101 LAD (Ty~ A) ROOO
102 LAD (Ty)e A) RCOC
103 LAD (Ty e A) ROce
107 LAD (Type A) £WOO
105 LAD (Ty~e B) RCOC
106 LAD ('1'1"')e B) ROOC
108 LAD {Ty~e B} Reoe
109 LAD (Type B) ROOe
110 W D (T;ype B) RCOC
III LAD (Type B) RCOC
32 L A A Ord '1kshop ~,ec

33 t A Or "'kshop Sec
34 L A A Ord ", kshop Seo
35 L A A O~d ~shop Jec

2 Cdn Ira Coy .
7 Cdn Div fostul
7 Cdn Dental Coy


