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REP 0 R T NO. 95i

HI&~ORICkL &ECTION (C.S.)

ilRMY HEAD'·lJ,illT1ltS

31 May 1962.

Historical Activities within
the Canadian ~my

1. This brief account of the Historical organizations
serving the Canadian J~my from 1915 to 196" is based on Central
Registry files H.I,'.S. 2-121-6, H.CC. 650-16-6, H.;..• C. 1456-1,
H".• C. 6-C-188, H.•·.. C. 6-D-1l9 and H.lI.. 2267-1; C.i:..F. files
Min. 10-8-11 and Min. 10-8-11A; C.ioi.H.'" files 5/C.M.H.(.. C.S./l
and 6/HI&TORICJ~/1.

Lord Beaverbrook's Organization

2. In January 1915 Sir Max Aitken was appointed Canadian
representative at G.H .'-'.. , B.E.F. to deal with "records genp'rQ 11~'

appertaining to the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Forces ll •

The Canadian Prime Minister expected him to give "the people of
Canada an account of the performance of Canadian troopsil. He
genarally referred to himself as the "Canadian Eye-r:itness".
In Januery 1916, now Lord Beaverbrook, he was authorized to
create a Canadian \!ar Records Office, which would be the "home
of the History of Canada's \!er U , as distinct from the Canadian
Record Office of the A.C. Branch of the Overseas Headquarters
in London. Popular pUblications included pamphlets, booklets,
books and a daily newspaper for the troops, illustrated by its
own photographers. The Canadian ·..jar Records Office also
administered the war artists employed by a separate Canadian
Har Memorials Fund (of which Lord Beaverbrook was a member).

3. The principal task of the Historical Saction within
the Canadian V!ar Records Office was the collection of documents
and mapa. The Public Record Office in Chancery Lane provided
thraa rooms to hold war diarias and members of its staff
tendered professional advice. Two Canadian officers were sent
to France to suggest improvements in the compilation of war
diaries and to collect any n~terial relevant to the operations
of the C.E.F. The sketchiness of the documents for 1915 was
demonstrated by an officer who undertOOK a narrative of the
Second Battle of Ypres. During the summer of 1917 the Dominion
ArchiVist, Dr. A.G. Doughty, paid a visit overseas, as a
lieutenant-colonel. He recommended that, until the cessation
of hostilities, all parcels and boxes of doouments oollected
from units and headquarters should be held intact by the
Canadian ~!ar Records 01'1'1 oe.

4. Lord Beaverbrook wrote two popular volumes entitled
Canada ~n Flanders. These were published in London, 8S was a
third volume writtan by ~ffijor Charles C.D. Roberts. h fourth
volume was drafted. During the demobilization period a
separate I":ar Narrative Section was formed to write a detailed
narrative of Canadian Corps operations during tha last 100 days
of fighting. Headed by Brig.-Cen. R. Brutinel, it comprised
four majors, two captains and two lieutenants who had been
engagad in active·oparations. This work was still incomplete,
however, Hhen the Canadian ""ar Records Office was disbanded in
the summer of 1919 and all personnel and historical records
returned to Canada.
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Br1g.-Gen. Cruikshank's Organization

5. Order in Council P. C. 19 of 17 January 1917
entrustad Brig.-Gen. A. E. Cruikshank with the task of
collecting "material and records necessary to compile the
history of the present war so far as the same more
particularly relates to the v/orl~ undertal,-en Elnd carried
out in Canade ll • This record was to include iithe work and
services" performed by such bodies as the :ar Purchasing
Commission, Imperial ,~nitions Board, the Pensions and Claims
Board, and various national charitable organizations. Born
on 29 June 1854, Lt.-Col. Cruikshank had had nearly 22 years
comndssioned service in the N.P.A.M. before he was taken into
the Permanent Force on 1 liay 1909 to become District Officer
Commanding, Military District No. 13. Since his new task
seemed to be mainly concerned with records, Brig.-Gen.
Cruikshank was specially employed under the Adjutant General.
Effective 1 April 1917, he was seconded to the Public Archives
of Canada. Apart from a trip overseas during rlpril-July 1918,
he spent his time examining files in Ottawa.

6. On 28 October 1918 Brig.-Gan. Cruikshank propo"ed,
in a personal letter to the Minister of Militia and Defenoa,
the immediate formation of a Historical Section of the General
Staff. The main function of such a section would be "not the
preservation and classification, but the study" of documents.
Continuing, he wrot e:

AS regards the present war, the great mass of
documents in possession of the Militia Department,
are Administrative, rather than Historical, but
when eventually the war diaries and other documents
relating to active military operations accumulated
in France and England are sent over, the quantity
of Historical matter will unquestionably be very
large.

J~ I think you know I have given considerable
study for many years pest, to the documents
preserved in cur Archives relating to the military
history of Canada, and the creation and maintenance
of its military forces, and have acquired some
reputation by my writings on those subjects, not
only in Canada, but in the United States and Great
Britain. The work of accumulating materials for an
authoritative history of the Canadian Militia from
the conquest of Canada to Confederation based on
contemporary official records is well advanced, and
I shall be prepared very shortly to proceed with its
compilation, with a view to pUblication.

Order in Council P.C. 2814 of 15 November 1918 euthorized
Brig.-Gen. Cruikshanl.. to be transferred from the A.G. Branch
to become ;IDirector of the Eistorical Section of the Generel
Staff" •
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7e Verbal approval \.es given by the iIinister ror the
preparation of A History of the Organization, Development and
Services of the f~litery and Naval Forces of Canada from the
Peace of Paris in 176,. to the Present Tilne) \!ith Illustrative
Documents. Five small volumes were compiled by Brig.-Gen.
Cruikshank. The first two volumes were printed by the press
then belonging to the Department of llilitia and.Dafence. The
t hir d volume was publi shed by t he .~ing' s Pri nt er . This ended
with the Treaty of Paris in 1783. The draft of two volumes
dealing with the '~itime Province. before 1783 are still
held in this Historical Section.

8. The members of Brig.-Gen. Cruikshank's Leotian
attempted to write the history of military activity in Canada.
They were, however, civilian clerks With neither military nor
historical training and made little progress. ~ttached C.E.F.
officers made better progress \11th special studies of ~.fedical,

Dental, Nursine and Chaplain 8erv1ces, and Canadians serving in
the Royal Air Force. (The medical studies were the basis for
Col. A.E. Snell's volume I The C.A.H.C. "lith the Canadian Corps
during the Last Hundred Days of the Great far, published by the
Department of National Defence in 1924 in the interests of
medical training.)

Col. Duguid's Directorate

9. Order in Council P.C. 1736 of 22 August 1919
authorized the retention of three majors, t\~ captains and
two lieutenants returned from the \!ar Narrative beet ion in
London until such time as they might complete an account of
Canadian Corps operations. these officers now endeavoured
to complete their narretive of the last 100 days and to produce
an account of the operations of the 1st Canedian Division prior
to 4 May 1915. Hork was directed by Major •••F. DugUid, D.0.0.
Late· in 1920 the first volume of Cane.dian ;"ar Records: A
Narrative qt the formation and operations of the First Canadian
Division. to the end of the Second Battle of Ypres, May 4, 1915
was printed. Similar in format to the Cruikshank volumes, it
contained 28 pages of inadequate text and 234 pages of
miscellaneous documents. After reading it, General Currie and
the C.G.S. (now Maj .-Gen. J. H. Mec<lnen) felt that a "lJIUch
fuller work was desirable;;. The latter proposed that the 'iork
of the \.'ar Narrative Section be extended to provide a complete
history of the part pltiyed by Canadians in the war. The
Minister cgreed. He directed that the 1500 copies already
printed of Canadian ·..'ar Hecords, Vol. I should not be issued.

10. A proposed peacetime organization hed already been
submitted for the Historical Section, absorbing Major Duguid's
small staff and making him Deputy Director of Historical ~ection.

The depressed Canadian economy and consequent Government
determination to curtail military expenditure still further
must be held responsi ble for the lesser Historical Section
authorized by Order in Council P.C. 1652 of 27 "~y 1921.
Apparently the llinister and the C.G.S. believed that the tasks
enVisaged could be completed in from three to five years, so
it was considered to be a temporary organization. Its duties
were set forth as follows:
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The collection, classification, co-ordination,
preserv~tion and s3fe custody of ell war diaries,
reports, official and other correspondence, maps,
plans and other documents or material cont&ining
information and data relating to the pcrticipation
of Canada and the Canadian Military Forces in the
Great \far.

(b) The compilation and publication of a complete
official history of the TIecruiting, Organization,
Mobilization, Equipffient end Services of the
Canadian ~xpeditionary Force in Canada from the
4th August, 191~, to the completion of demobilizatio~

and the further records as defined in the aforesaid
Order in Council of 17 January 1917 (P.C. 19).

(c) The compilation and publication of a complete
official historical account of the services of the
Military Forces of Canada in the Great ..'ar out of
Canada. This History will be supplemented by more
detailed histories of certain technical branches of
the Service.

(d) The preparation and publication of Historical
monographs, as required, on special military
subjects connected \"lith the History of Canada.

(e) The compilation of such military historical in··
formation and data rel~ting to Cannda as may be
required from time to time by the Historical
Section (Military Branch) of the Committee of
Imperial Defence.

(f) Tha preparation of loc~tion ledgers for Canadian
military units servinG in the I'ield (iuring the
late \,'ar and the .supply of necessary data to the
Imperial Har Greves Connl1ission and the Honours and
Awards Branch of the Record Office.

(g) The supply of informetion from the records in its
custody to properly accre~ited historical
investigators and the facilitation of their
researches.

Brig.-Gen. Cruikshanl, was retired to pension. Major Duguid
was appointed to the Royal Canadian ,·.rtillery es a major encl.
seconded for duty as Director of the Historical Section l:lith
the temporary rank of Colonel, to place him on the same foot
ing as allot her DirectorE. Col. Duguid IS teiliporary eata blish
ment comprised Capt. J. F. CUllnnins, C.M.S.C., Lt. J.I.P. Neal,
R.C.E. end the following civilians:

\!ith the exception of one principal clerk, who had become a
P?rma~ent civilian servant in his previous position, the
clvll1ans were paid from the aAdjustrllent of ":ar Claims H vote
and pere engaged for only f.iA r~!~hs at a time.

Head Clerks
Principal Clerks
Clerks (Grade 4)
Clerk (Grade 3)
Clerk (Grade 2)
Stenogra~her (Grade 2)
Typists (Grade 1)

2
2
2
1
1
1
2
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11. .~tor con~id~rcblc tnouGht, Col. DuGuid propo~cd

en Officio.l IiiDtory in 11 volum..;::!:

Gcnorul Hi~Oly

Ypre:, 1915
The S~lient, 1915-16
The Somme, 1916
Vimy, 1917
P~scch~ndaclc, 1917
:lIIlien:, 1918
Arres-i,ion:, 1918

Other ilrmz ~.nd Scrviccc

Engineer Scrvico~

~.fudic.:.l Cervi co::
Cho.plc.in ~crvicc::

Nurninc &crviccs

r.ll(>Utt 1914 - September
5ept~nber 1915-Au~ust

lillgUr.t 1916 - J~nu~ry
J',!lu:,ry 1917 - October
OC'Gober 1917 - I,I:rch
i~cch 1918 - J.U31 st
J.U[;u:t 1918 - November

1914-1919
1914-1919
1914-1919
19H-1919

1915
1916
1917
1917
1918
1918
1919

12. Sir Andre,1 I&:cPheil of 1.lcGi11 University ',Tote El

one-volume history of Hcdic!:l Services, whic h rlCf: pu blirohod
in 1925, end it pcs hopeu thet his brother, (onetime C.rt.E.
of the 1st Cancdir.n Divicion) \'lOulc1 rtrite ::. simiL",r volume on
the Enginoers. Such:. ~torm nee r.:iscd by thODO ;:tt~clWd

personilily in the Medical. lIictory, ho':~vcr J t.hc.t other speciel
VOlUIOOZ ':Iore never <.:.ttcmptod.

13. Born on 31 Au~ust 10C7, Col. Du~uid ~ns : Grcdu~te
~ivi1 engineer from McGill University ond hcu held :rtillcry
staff ~ppointments durinc the m:.r. Hi!: c.pproc.ch r.'ct" to broc.k
dO\"rn cech of tho proposed novcn volume:: of General Hi~"tory into
chapters ~d ::ub-scctions :nd then crcGte Bep~~tc foluern for
ouch of the li1tter. ;'.ftcr c:. monoGrc:ph, buttrc::-eccl by <:.ppcndiccs,
wos compiled for oach, a n~rr~tor ~ould write the text. C~pt.

Cummins, Lt. Neal cnd the E'enior civilians (:f. llouglas, l,;.
Dayidson, A.C. Wiltshire end J.J.Soanlonl hod been employed ~ith

the Headquarters of the Canedien Corp: in tho Fio1d. Thore
they had ::acquired an intimc.tc knowledge of the OpGrutions and
Intelligence Branches of the Generel &t~ff iJIld of the
Administr"tive branch of the "t"ff, and f=ili:rity \lith the
mass of documents which i1ccumul~ted in connection ~ith the
operations, which makes them most valuable for the re~ecrch

work"which will be involved in the propcration of the materi~l

for the History;'. Lt. Neal hed been employed drewing mops.
i!ith the exception of Hr. Douglc:.s, who l1;;d lost un \J.rm in action,
the others were clerics who h.:d been COlJ1l1irsior:.cd for duties \'lhich
did not cell for staff training. None hod hed eny tr~ining in
historical research. To melee TI~ttcrG woreo, th~ prepar~tion of
monogrc::.phs v!O.s only pert timo Hork, \lhol1 they were not involved
in ordinary administrutivc Hork, c:.ssirtii1B reGimental hirtori<:ns,
preparing lectures for officers on coursc~, enswering queries
from tho ~unister, other dircctorotee and the pUblic, checking
drafts of the British Offiei~l History, or preparing location
ledgers for field units (when any specific enquiry could h~ve
been answered from the \"fer c.iiary, <:.s is the prc::ient pro.ctice).
Some 135 tons of documents, returned from Qvor::!eo:: in 1919,
collected from units in CanedQ, cnd personal p~pers donated by
individuals, vere unpacked, indexed, orrangcd, and rccrrnneed
during the ye~rs 1921-1928, out approximctely 10 tons cti11
remained to be exemined. Membership on the BGttle Honourc
Committee, and the meticulouc checking required to rule on
clc.ims, however, \'105 Ylorlt thcEC individu':':l~ performed creclit.:..bly.
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Col.Duguid spent considerable time helpinB ~ith the lwmorial
Chamber for the Peace ToTIer of the Parliament Buildings.
Although he had paid two extendad visits (1924 and 1926) to
tha Historical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence
in London, Col. Duguid does not seem to have been impressed
by the emount or time required by the author or authors to
write a volume on Briti"sh military operntions after the pre
liminary work was finished. 'rhus there vIas no reality to
Col. Duguid's contention of 5 Jdnuary 1928 th~t the first
volume of the General History ~ould be avail&ble by January
1929 and subsequent volumes at ycarly intervc), thereafter.
The C.G.S. accepted Col. Duguid's explanation, h0\"16Ver, and
in his letter of 17 January, explaining to the :')eputy Minister
lithe causes of delay in writiltB the Historyll, vlrote that
"Colone1 Duguid is not only an enthusiast in the ":Iork, \'lith
an accurate mind and e sound and discriminating judgment, but
can also bring to the task a literary style thoX ensures the
matter being treated ~ith distinction as ~ell as historical
accuracyll.

14. Late in 1928 the tnnister of National Defence,
Han. J. L. Ralston, appointed e co~ttee to investig~te.

Dr. R.M. Tory (President of the National Research Council)
headed the Committee, Vlhose menbers \'/61'e r.iajor-General ii. C.
Thacker (C.G.S.), Dr. Adam Short (Chairmen, HiEtorical
Documents Publications Board, Public i~chives of Canada) and
Professor N. McL. Rogers (McGill University). On 2 Janunry
1929 it recommended that the Government appoint a competent
historian to write a history of llC r:.n ada I 5 Effort in the ~;ar;l.

Separate volumes should be devoted to the military cc@paigns
and individual services. Tha historian should be accorded
complete editorial freedom, subject to the riGt.t of an
Advisory Board to express a contrary o~inion. This ~dvisory

Board should be responsible to the Prime flinister or another
member of the Cabinet. JUl immediate start vias essential, so
that documents miGht be amplified or supplemented by the
personal kno\'11edge of participants. It 'i/~S the opinion of the
Committee that:

••. the existing orGanization of the Historical
Section of the Department of National Defence
should be retained, but should be transferred
to become 0 separat e Branch of the :eu blie Archives .

. , .the services of the officer in ch:::rge of this
Section, Col. h.P. Du6uid J D.b.O., be utilized in
connection uith tho preparation of all material to
be used in the writi,,[; of the I!lilitary history of
the war.

15. In December 1929 the GovernI:lent approved the
Committee's reconunendations in principle,' N'eGotia"tions
between the Depertment or N~tional Defence, Dominion MIChivist
and Civil Service Commdssion during the nCA~ siA months led to
the drafting or an Order in Gouncil which Hould transfer the
historical records a.ld civilian st<: ff to th(-~ Public t\rchi ves)
and second the existiI16 miliT,ary staff for employment there.
A change of Government delayed action and then there "cre
administrative problems to "cttle. The new C.G.S. «IDjor
General A.G. 1. HcNaughton) ~as opposed to the transfer, since
he thought that a Military History should be written by serving
officers. The new Conservative Government ~ar- not prepared to "
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sanction a comprehensive historical pro::;ranme \'lhen Canada
was in the depths of a severe financial depression, so the
whole matter was shelved.

16. During the \linter of 1932, the Canadian Legion
began a campaign for an Official History. Various D~mbers

asked questions in the House of Commons. On 16 May the Minister
of National Defence told C'uestioners that :l~.lor:,: vlill be stf;.rted
on the first volume immedi et ely .... I hope that before
Parliament meets neA~ year one volume will be ready ..••
Colonel Duguid will write the history". On 1£ ?,fay the C.G.S.
advised Col. Duguid that o'cher tasl<s hitherto undertel<en by
the Historical Section could be curtailed in order to expedite
the production of the Official History. Messrs. Wiltshire and
Scanlon had managed to secure better positions elsewhere in
1930 and their duties had been assumed by &'Ubordinate clerl...
Efforts to fill the establishment lIere nOli discouraged by the
Deputy Minister, who advised the C.G.S. on 23 July that the
"situation regarding the Historical Section is that there is
no authorized establishment in existence and, therefore, there
are no vacancies to which anyone can be appointed". Barly in
1933, however, the ii..G. was able to detail a ~!.O.I. for d\,t:~r

and lend a civilian clerk (later replaced by a .'.0. II).

17. In 1938, Voluree I of the General History (],'rom the
out break of ~!ar to the formation of the Canadian Corps, Augur:t.
1914-September 1915) was published, by the ;;ing's PrL1ter. witl.
a companion volume of appendices and mc::.ps·. Some\'1h~re clang tt..:
line Col. DugUid had added an eighth volume to his ,roject;' to
cover C.E.F. demobilization, sideshows and the Royal Canadian
Navy. Another attempt to obtain a permanent establishment
for the Historical Section r;as Tllade early in 1939, but the
outbreak of war postponed action. Order in Council P.C.
39/537 of 8 February 1940 contained "blanketing regulations"
making it finally possible for ~ll eligible civilian members
of the Historical Section to be permanent civil servants.

18. Ill-health brought about the retirement of Lt .-CoL,
Cummins. A considerable military staff vas gradually created 
19 officers and 24 other ranks (including C.W.A.C) - to handle
the war diaries received fror.l unit s in Canada and overseas
(triplicate copies returned by sea in periodic botches), other
documents,and to compile reports of military activities in
Canada. The officers were mostly overage or of too 10..../ a
category for overseas service. Major G.r.r.L. Ni.cho130n, who
joined the Section in 1943. I'IOS a 41-year old high school
teacher from Battleford, So.~.ik. Vlar artists commissioned to
provide a pictorial record W0re placed under Col. Duguid's
aegis while employed in CanFl,la. In consequence, the continuin~

pre-war civilian employees ~·:"i.thdreVi behind t he filing cabinets
containing C.E.F. documents, where they were pr~sumed to be
preparing monographs for the empty folders In belled far volumes
II-VIII of the General History. Col. Du[,uid was responsible
for the Vlhole to the D.C.G.S. (C).
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Col. Stacey's Regime

19. During tie spring of 1940 Haj.-Gon .•• G.L.
l.lcNaushton and Brig. H. D.G. Crorer (,Jenior Officor·,. C.I.I.H.Q.. )
agreed th~t an officer should be appointed to collect end
prepere materiel overseas for future u~e by an Official
Historian. Following hi$ return to Cenc:.da and appointment
as C.G.S., Haj.-Gen. Crerar arranged for the appointment of
Y.ajor C.P. Stacey, It.i,:., I'h.D., then on the Reserve of
Officers of R.C.C.S. and ell .,ssistant Profesoor of IIistory
at Princeton Univereity. tfnjor Stacey was then 34 years of
8ge. After spending a sbort time ~dth the Historical Section
at N.D.H.~., he proceeded to C.M.h.Q., in London, England
uhere he assumed the appointment of Historical Officer on 26
December 1940, initially as a G.S.O. II ,~thin the Staff Dutios
section of the G.S. Branch. In accor<lance I.lith his instructions~

he compiled and returned to Ottawa reports on the contemporary
ocene. During October 1941, MojoI' G.F.G. Stanley, f. history
professor who hEd been cow~nding e bilingual cO~9any at
70 C.:" (H! T.C., in Fredericton, N.B., arrived at C.Ii.H.~. to
v~ite e narretive of overseas events durins 1939-1940. Durin r

the subsequent Canadian operations, e historical officer end
a Har artist were attached to each divisional E.Q., under the
direction of a historical officer at each corps H.Q. Another
historical officer wrote the _..rmy CO!llIlB.nder's. despetches.
Additional historical officers at C.E.H.~. r!Tote reports 'lI1ile
waiting their turn in the field. During the ,·,inter of 1944
Lt.-Col. Stacey secured control of the H-ar Diaries section:
he was already responsible for a ~!Dr Artists sub-section.
Promotion to the rank of col. (Class 5! during the autumn
led to him becoming responsible directly to the D.C.G.~. at
C.M.H.~.

20. During Col. Stacey's liaison visit to N.D.H.Q.
(5 Decelliber 1944-8 January 1945), D.C.G.S.(C) suggeGted
seeking a directive for an Official History. Col. btacey
drafted the submission made by Col. Duguid. This prol~sed

publication of a Sketch History (100,000 words! a year after
the end of hostilities in the Pocific, and a four volume
Official History five year. after the end of hostilities in
the Pacific. Personnel already employed in army historical
work were considered competent to undertake this. It was
agreed t hct Lt. -Col. &t anley ~;ould be returned from C. r£.H. Q.
to commence writing a Can~dian narretive and to assume other
responsibilities in connection ~th the ~ar, so that Col.
Duguid could resume work which had been suspended on vol. II
of his General History. On 25 April 1945 the itinister (General
McNaughton) approved this programme. The Chief of Staff,
C.llf.H.Q.. wrote the Army Commander on 16 ;''!ay 1945 that "Stacey
is the logical and by far the best qualified person to under
take this task". The Army Commander agreed.
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Col. Stacey's deEire to be appointed Official Historian
by order in Council, so that he might have academic freedom
as a writer and the ri~t of access to Government circles,
was not acceptable, however, and delay ensund:

21. On 17 August the C.G.8. \lrote from N.D.H.Q.. that
the Minister had Hdecided that the \Jark will be carried out
tdthin the framework of the Active P~my and by Ar~ personnel
as en ;u'lIly project". Col;C.P. Stacey would be employed in his
present rank and grading as Official Hi~torian. Other
personnel would be employed under similar conditions.
Permanent military employment was not offered, hOH8ver, and
Col. Duguid would remain Director of HiEtorical Section.
Col. Stacey was not impressed. He had already pointed out
that no competent officer was likely to Ilgive up the prospect
or permanent safe employment in civil life, in a university
or elsewhere, for the sake of a temporary writing appointment
which may leave him unemployed at the end of five years 
perhaps in the middle of a depression like that of the
thirties il • Within a fevl days, however, there was a new
C.G.S. (Lt.-Gen. C. Foulkes) planning the organization of a
post-war Canadian Army, and a new Mini~ter (Han. D.C. Abbott).
On 25 September the C.G.S. signalled C.il.H.Q.. that historical
officers could be employed 'lith the Interim Force until 30
September 1947, and ttotllspecial consideration for continUing
employment in PF when formed II could be given ilif other\"dse
suitable". Col. Stacey should be despatched to N.D.ll.Q.. to
settle details.

22. On 18 October 1945 the Minister approved Col.
stacey's programme, r/i th minor changes. ,..rork ViaS to be:gin
immediately on the Historical Sketch, no~ envisaged as being
primarily a story of event s overseas. 'lith "adequate staff I.

it was hoped to write the following Official History "Hithin
five yeers unless unforeseen obstacles arisen:

Volume I: The organization and training of the
Canadian J\.rmy in the United l~ingdom, and
operations based on that country to July· 1943.
This \lill include France (June 1940), Defence
of England, Spitsbergen, Gibraltar, North Africa~

Dieppe.

i:
So far as the present writer could discover from official
correspondence, Col. Duguid referred to hl~ having been
appointed IIOfficial Historian in 1932\1 only in submissions
made during his final weeks os C.~.F. Hl~torian. The
Preface to his Volume of General History published in 1938
had managed to mislead readers, however, both as to the
contents of Order in Council P.C. 1652 of 27 ifuy 1921 (see
para 10) and statement by the Hinister of National Defence
on 16 >Iey 1932 (see para 16): "The threefold object of the
writer, who since May 1921 hat directed the \'lorK of collect
ing, sorting, indexing, extracting, and compiling, and Who
in May 1932 was named historian and 'Mde responsible for what
i.e her~. produced in print, has ... II appears at the bottom of
page Vl.ll.
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Volume II: Sicily and Italy. Tc be a C:.iI':P:'I;..
hensi va account of t~.e Canadi<ID .. ,J.'.:ny! s parti ...~~ ...
pat ion in the wc'!' in the r".l:Jditerranea:.J. '£heat.:'e;
from the planning of' "t,G':: Sici:i.y assault tc· th:)
withdra1""al of Canadia!l t.ro(lps from Italy.

Volume III: North-';(9St. E~.lI·~·'~·~~. To be a compre-·
hensi ve accou~l.~ of' tl'.!?' Cfl.tv:';~~.if'~).• ..rii:!;)'1 s part~.ci

pat ion in the Cc:;:::rl~:")~J :~·r;'!".l tr~;; plann::"n.g ot' tht.
Normandy assault t.;; "::1" (!-."':',1'.;::"'. su.rrcr:der. A
very brief account ;... -: T.. ;· '; ~~e.n(\di<ln share :'n th.€:
subsequent OCCU1)f.t.ioE ot Germ:?J:lY might
advantageously. be il1(;:;.U(} C,:";. ,

Volume IV: General {·:ilitary Policy, Events in e.~ld

aroWld Canada I Operation.s b3.sed on Canada.
(Prepc.rations for Vlar; mohi:.ization <l'1d
development of the J',Xmy j homc' defsnC:9 a~rar.·.ge·~

ments i garrisons in Newfour.d;,anfl.~ Jar.Y',:;.ca J '31::::.;
operat ions at Hor....; ~(ong and h,:i.s.Y.'J..)

To further his work as
given the privilege of
the need should arise.
Sect ion reported to the

Off~.cial Historian, C(J.'.• StF.:.e:r was
direct aCCef>3 to t.~le C.ri·,E.;, r:~:'':'."l:J",:c..:::.:

Otherwise the virGc:':':.':-· (.j" H~ ::',.,,..~ _.,'
B G ~ (Plans' (1 ooot ) 1':'e r) G " , )..u. I , .. r~ e...'" ., ._ .l.••

23. On 21 October Col. Duguid vaC(-.~·~d 'tIle ::.:.ppointm0f1:c. c..t
Director of Historical Section and be ....,::. C .E.F. Hi.stor~an, ·('it.h
a special incremev.t to the Histor~.('.:),l ,jf,:..':::.on to c'::"1!,:'11et(,. :d.s
General History. Col. StClce~r be·.:..:.rB D·;.::·:-~c;t-:)= uf H:.E'.jo::-ical
Section. So that his writing shGu.'.d ;:".ot. :~'J interr',;,pted, there
was to be an Execut.ive Offt:er (j:: .. --col.; a:.ld st,sff -::'0 hand:1.e
all other matters. Major C,? ::.;\......'.i-Q-.~':;'.J_, .. (0 ~./c '.'nr Diar:es,
C. M.H. Q..) assumed this appoL·.-;; .. '~.:'1i\G oa.: '!~' .. ~... OJ. )l~.h. J;t . -Col.
Stanley, who had commence~1 t;",3 ~',:" ~',·."1~~h ':" r.:-r D. prelimi.nary
Canadian Narrative in }l.\:gu,c;i; ~.~ :.~. '--, ':', ~,---:.<,;... '.': ).y actf1n as
Deputy Director. Neith€;:~' P::: L:.''f ':',::, ':'"l".. ';': ·:u:,.~".l'ly cD.f.-:~ble

officers still at C.M.HoQ. i·":.e .:.··.l.;...:,·l·~·)s·'~c,l ~.r. this c.ppointrc.e:'1-:':
on a permcnent baGi e. 3c~ta!'.:1 :~.::.:'.. (;:..;.:.:J. of'J.':;.l:er s were r u
turned from C.H:.H.Q,. 'rhat Hist0:::':.'H:.l S"'!~tiO:l was continllud
until September 1947, ......~th '!acQ~0i:3S 1'iJ.1e<1 by battle ~x··

perienced officers who \'/ere in r~.'J ;",u:'~'Y to return to C:mada.
Col. Stacey began writing his S~~et.::h Histor~r from the
historical reports and nerr at i veG o.lrGad.y ~or;:pJ.et-9d) .:lIt err..at ..
ing between N.D.II.Q.. and C.t".H.'I.

24. The Canadian Government IS desir.'; t( r;..:.r.sltc ..:,
policy of greater economy caused a new Hini st·~:=- of N:;.tio~::ll

Defence (Hon. Brooke Claxton) to ordi3r drast.:.0 red.1lctions
to Navy) nrmy and Air Forc!': establi:2!h..·ni3r.tt; :_:~ ~1".:;:·.1.y Jam.:a::-:.
1947. He directed that the three historical .:·1·l1~::am~~-:..:~ b8
completed by 31 March 1948, by which time th,.~ t;!(,,<-,~'h E"'.sto:'-7
and popular naval and air volumes should. bl. :;:'.:0.(:[ f'o:~ rJU1.~_
licetion. Work on the Histo."::'y of the C.E.F'. !""1Cu1cl te:"minate
on 31 A~rch 1947 (as C.G.S. had earlter re~onu:len<.ll)d since
there was !l2. hope of completing it b~fore 195:»). O!l ;:. Hal'ch
1948 the eXisting Historica~ GectioIl, l~.lLQ. \-vas to b'3 reduced
to a smaller Historical Section (~3ner~1 ~taff) which uould
cont inue other hist ori cal l;OTI.~ ~ j,T: ~ll.lct:: !':.: ~ ~'!.l~ i·':l'UCi.·~ O~·~ ,.... l
studies. Alone of the ser·,,).··~', r:···..·,··,~'···:i.:'":',. ('-:':., 3t"H:':'" "erl e.
definite commitment to prou~,·,,\~ ,:;1. :.<~.: ,.: =.:~ .,r·iYL-,l
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The C.G.S. was very interested in this end supported Col.
btaoey during the course of a personal interview with the
Minister of Nationel Defence. On 29 Januery the Minister
told the Defence Council that "certein commitments having
been made by his predecessor to Colonel 0tacey of the Army
Historical 8ection it was necessary to review the decisions
made in regard to histories;;. Public announcement was later
made of an amended programme· of the Historical Section, A.H.Q.:

(i) Preparation and publication of the Official
Historical Sketch, liThe C:::nadian Army. 1939
1945" .

(11) Preparation and. pubhcation of an Officlal
History of the Canadian .;rmy, 1939-45, in
t;>ree volumes.

(iii) Preparation and publication of one volume on
Canadian Military Policy, 1939-45, covering
the organization and employment of all three
Services.

(iv) Preparation and publication of a two-volume
History of the Canedian Medical ~ervlces,

1939-45, covering all three Services and
civilian departments.

25. Thi::: last was to be \1ritten on a part-time basis
by Dr. I.!. R. Fees by under t he direction of the Jlrector I

Historical Section, A.H.Iot. Detniled narratlves were written
by a temporary mdical sub-section (mejor and captain)
attached to the Historical ~ection end using its clerical
facilities. Vol. II was publiehed in 1953; vol. I in 1956.

26. Col. DugUid commenced his retirement leave on
31 ~~ch 1947. All C.E.F. records were transferred to the
Public Archives of Canada, where they might be availuble to
civilian historians. Two of Col. Duguid's original civilian
staff occompanled them. Only ;~. E. Pye and hie typist were
retained in the Historical Section, to answer general military
enquiries. Plans for a staff of all-military narrators were
amended when Capt. A.G. ~teiger (to work on German documents)
and Capt. J.M. Hitsman were rejected for the pest-war army on
the respective grounds of age and health, and positions were
created for them as Civil Servants. Three majors, tv~ captains
and one lieutenant were, however, employed as narrators in
the final establishment. A Hi:'.';,·icc.l Li i:. _., Officer (,.·"jor)
was attached to C.A.L.E. to ottain information from British
sources and to supply British historians \lith Canadian material.
The cartographer was e lieutenant (l~ter major) R.C.E. The
Executive Officer was assisted by two captains. The appoint
ment of Deputy Director went to Major Nicholson, who became
alt.-coL
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27. Col. ~tacey and the C.G.S. several times discussed
the creation of an Inter-~ervice Historical ~ection, in view
of the Mini~terls desire to amalgamate functions common to
the Navy, Army and Air Force. Since Col. btacey's Official
History was already partially tri-service in nature, he
suggested that key personnel of the N '/81 and I\.i" 8:.:::tions
be added to his Section to \Jork on Volume IV. T' .:' C ti~ ;~:...
or Starr Committae postponed a decision on 17 February 1948,
however, and the other two Sectionz were shortly disbanded
(only to be revived later).

Recent Changes

28. The Canadian Rrmy, 1939-1945 was published in
Me: 1948. Col. Stacay than commenced Vol. I of the Official
History, while Lt.-Col. Nicholson began uork on Vol.l1.
These wara published in 1955 and 1956 respectively. These
officers had been relieved of the responsibility for re
viewing end revising draft narratives and reports prepared
within the Section as early as Hay 1952, V1hen Major 'r.M.
Hunter Vias designated lIEditor l

;. Agitation by the C.'.nadian
Legion led the C·'oiw;t to decido on 21 June 1956 that a one
vol~~e history of the C.E.F. should be undertaken by the
Hi!';~o:!:ioi:.l Scction. Col. S:': coy had earlier stated that
Lt .-C,11. N::'cholson could conunence ..../ork towards the end of
1956 and that no additional staff would be required. 1'o· .~~
e~timated that ';1.; could be carried to the point of
publication within about three years". C~l. Siit.;ocJ~ completed
the draft of Vol. III G'. t .... Oi'ficial History early in 1959.
He relinquished the appointment of Director on 31 July 1959,
but he was agreeable to writing Vol. IV on a part time basis,
while lecturing at the University of Toronto. Ministerial
approval was given and arrangements were made for members
of the Historical Section, A.H.~., the Naval Historian and
the Air Historian to provida narratives. This V10rk still
continues, but there was no need for the new Director, Col.
G..~1.L. Nicholson, to have the privilege of direct access to
the C.G.B. The special appointment· of Executive Officer was
ended. The naw Deputy Director, Lt.-Col. H. F. Wood, began
work on a history of the fighting in Korea, where he had
commanded 3 P.P.C.L.I. Early in 1960 the A.B.C. recommended
that the establishment be reduced by a major and a captain.
Two officers due to retire shortly were not replaced. On
1 September 1961 Col. Nicholson retired, but arrangements
were made for him to complete the C.E.F. history on a part
time basis. The cartographer also retired ond further work
was left to a sgt. Col. G.;'.C. Sprung became uirector of the
Historical Section.

29. Mention should be made of the increasing amount of
work done for the Ministerfs office, senior officers and other
directorates of D.N.D., other government departments,
regimental historians and private citizens. Most inquiries
can be answered fairly quickly by the Inquiry and Research
staff, but several official questions have been answered only
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after detailed research by a narrator for periods of up
to a month. Five paperback volumes have been prepared
for n.M.T.'s military history programme. Lt.-Col. T.M.
Hunter spends a great deal of time drafting examination
papers and staff solutions, end presiding over ite
examination boards, in addition to his continued editorial
duties as "Senior Narrator ll

•

4~cjfZhu.A/LJ /
(O.M.C. sprungf'Colonel c3

Director Historical Section._

This report was written by J. Mackay Hitsman.~o.

•
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HISTORICAL SECTION (as), 1939

:---_._-_...-.- .... ------------_. -- _..
I

Capt. J" .I.P. Neal
(Maps)

Col. A. F. Duguid
(Director)

I
i
I

Major J.P. Cummins
(Asse ~o Director)

Superv1s~s clerical work, writes
__monographs, works with Director

on Official History and other tasks

.- --------.., .

Mr. W. Davidson,
(Great War Archivist)
Custody war diaries,
furnishes information
for Official History
and outside historians

Mr. G.T. Bowen
(Clerk, unclassified)
Custody of C.E.F~ documents
not held by Mr. Davidson

I,

Oraerly
(Cpl)

Miss I. Fortier
(Typist)

.. _...... ----- ----_..

- _._--_._ .•.. _---_ ..__._-,
W.O. n Blyth, R.

Statistical Charts
for Offic1Ei~ History

.... ···r -.._.....
W.O. I Boss, W.

Prepares monographs,
answers to queries and
routine work on Official
History

Miss E. Esdale
(Stenographer, Grade 2)

.._.- . -.- - _._- t--_· - .
Mr. R.S. Meade

(Clerk stenographer, Grade 2)

..........- ---- - _- .- ' ._-. - .-. r '_'0. - ••••__ ••..••. - •••

Mr. E. Pye
(Clerk, Grade 4)

Military history inquiries
and monographs

for

i
Mr. W. Douglas

(Head Clerk)
Also prepares data
Official H~story.

I
!

..._..... -.-_ ..... _._J_... 0_

!

Miss I. Doland
(Typist, Grade l)
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HISTORIC.~ SECTION, 1955.

Director - Col. Stacey
Steno & -~. o. II Lemay
Supt Olerk

,"
Medical Sub-Secti)ll

Capt. - Blocked
Sgt Gr indlay

---------- -_.__._-_._._------------,----
I

D/Director - L~.-Col. Nloholson
Steno - S/Sgt ~joollam

-----f
Major Bissonnette
at C. A. L. E., L~ndon

Hist 1 (~xecutiv,e)

Lt.. -Col. Lyrm-Grar..t
Steno Miss Meehan

!
Hist 2 (Narrat0rs)

Lt.-Col. Carlisle
Steno - ~~s. Scott

S Sgt v-iellstood .
Sgt St .-Jean
Cpl Sigouin
Cpl Lamothe
Mr.~allingford (typist)
Civilain steno - vacant

r
Hist Ll
Cart. Came!',~n

Typist - vacant

G€neral Office
Sgt Soucy
Pte Lanoue (Orderly)

~iar Diaries
Sgt Azar
Cpl Kilmartin
Cpl.Ulan

--1
Hist 1B
Major Fenelon
W.O. I F,)\';ler
S/Sgt MacDonald
Cpl Handley
Cpl Smith
Cpl Lanthier
Pte Richer
Clerk 3 (vacant)
Mrs. Fraser (typist)

Mr. Pye
Mrs Lapointe (ty;.ist)

.'

r
Hist 2<\
Major Hunter
Capt. Disher
Capt. McGuire
Oapt. - blocked
Oapt. - vacant
Mr. Hitsman
:Mr. Steiger

Pool

--_._---_..._--,
Hist 2B (Maps)
Capt.Bmd
Sgt ~:.acKay



CfLUt'r "C"
Hn,'rOnIGAL ::>.c:CTION, 1962 •

Director - Col. G. M. C. Sprung
D.D. Hist - Lt.-Col. H. F. ~'iood

t.. _0 ,.._ _. _._ __. ..__ ~_ _..

3€,t H. c. :Jesjard.i:,s

,,
Eist Lo\
(',;13.1' Diaries)

. ._ .. -_.•._-,
Hist 2

Lt.-Col. T.l·;!. hunter

Typist P·.)ol
Sgt G. H. St-Jean
Cpl ~. R. McR~berts

Miss M. M. Creamer (Typist 2)
Mrs. C.A. Griecken (Typist 1)
tArs. G. McKeigan (Stew)grapher 2)

;__..... . L.._.__._...._._ .. ,- - ·----1
Narrators Cartographer

Major D.J. G~)dspeed Sgt E. H. Ell~and

Oapt. F. R. McGuire
Lt. R.~ .• Cuthtcrt
Lt. R.I. Martin

~nr. J. M. nitsman (l\rchivist 4)
1~. A. C. Steiger (Tech Offr 6)

(Typist 2)

I

Hist lB
(Inquiries)
Mrs. E. ::;,. Sorby (A. O. 3)
S/Sgt J. J. MacDonald
Sgt P. R. Marshall
Cpl R. Lamothe
Cpl. P.A. Gmrer
Mr. S. M•.,allingford

lUst 1
Capt. A.L. Jisher
~;O 2 L.T. \Jatton
S/Sgt R.C. \jellst .ad
Sgt J.E.F.~. St-Jean
111's. !~i._~.C. Cote~ (Stenogra-.::her 2)
~~. J.A.G. Valli~re3 (Orde;ly)

3g-i;




