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Edward Island
1. This Report stresses the orpganizational

features of the militia of the separate provinces of

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Ldward Island

prior to Confederation and should be read in conjunction
with Report No. 6, which dealt with the Canadian

lilitia. Both rerorts are based prirmarily on the material
availahle in the lanuscript Division of the Public
Archives of Canada. External danger was not a major
consideration for most of the veriod under review,
hecause of the considerable strenrth of the Royal Navy

in North American waters, and the provincial appointments
of Adjutants General of [lilitia tended to be sinecures
for the British half-pav officers luclkv enough to acquire
then.

Nova Scotia

2. As e-rlv as 1720 Colonel Richard Philipns
anpointed cantains of militia at the fishing settlei ent
of Canso. Although his cimnission as Covernor of

Nova Scotia emnowered him to "levv, Arm, luster, Command
and Emplov all Fersons whatsoever" for the defence of that
province or anv other in lorth America, therc was little
need for action.l Great Rritain exnerienced alrost

two decades of peaceful exnansion under the parliarentarv
leadershin of Rohert 'alnole and the small garrison of
repulars at Annapolis Roval, helongings to Fhilinps' own
reginent,¥ proved sufficient to overave the resentful
Acadians and local Indians.

3. The discharged sailors and soldiers who were

the first settlers of Halifax in 17L9 were nustered as
militia in December of that vear and an alert was main-
tained during the ensuins winter hecause of (ill-founded)
rumours of French and Indian preparations to attacl: the

new settlerent.? £ militia svstem modelled on l'ew cngland
practice was introduced by Governor Horson's proclaration
of 22 liarch 1753. This rroclaration reaquired "all Planters,
Inha“itants 2nd their servants between the ages of Sixteen
and Sixtv," residing in the Halifex area, to apnrear with
ruslets and arrunition whenever ordercd to nuster. During
October 1758 the first elected Assenhly of the province
anrroved "an hct for establishing and rerulating a Jilitia."lh
This Lct annlied to the inhahitants of the out-settlenents

# Thilipprs' Regiment was raised in 1717 fron the eirht
indenendent corpanies garrisoning Annapolis Roval and
llewfoundland. It was the first British infantrv reciment
to be stationed in anv part of the present Canada. It
becare the L0th Regiment of Foot in 1751. It is continued
in British Lrmv bv The lLancashire Regiment (Prince of
"ales's Volunteers).




as well as those of Halifax and its immdeiste vicinity,
and its clauses closely adhered to existing American
practice.

L. In New Lngland the able-bodied men had initially
elected their own officers, but the granting of cormissions
had gradually been taken over by the General Court of each
colony. This, it should bhe erpvhasized, established the
militia as an avenue to political nrominence for any

ambitious colonist. It was onlv natural for officers

to be chosen from amongst the more affluent citizens, often
merchants as well as landowners, whether or not these had

had any experience of warfare., The elahorate drill mave-
ments then performed to perfection by Luropean armies were
bevond the capabilities of farmers, fishermen and ik
artisans, whose only fighting was likely to be in wooded
countrv or from behind fortified nositions. Socially, however,
each training day provided a change for the average citizen
from the dreary toil of earning a living and a chance to

enioy some rum with neighbours after parade had been disnissed.
Local rnilitia comnanies were intended primarily to register
and train men. ‘henever there was an emergency, the legislature
usually assigned quotas to every district. Although these were
usually ret by volunteers, local authorities could embody
enough men who had been selected by ballot (i.e. by lot)

to corplete their draft. Service was norm=llv restricted to
defence of the colonv, but it was clearly recognized that
expeditions might have to nroceed farther afield.

5. The large New England element in the population of
Nova Scotia hv 1"75 did not emulate the exannle of turbulent
llassachusetts. The inhabitants of Halifex were largely
dependent on Pritish military and naval expenditures for
their livelihood; like large numbers of people in the
American Colonies, they wanted to remain aloof fror armed
conflict. The majoritv of the reople in the small and
scattered out~-settlerents was definitelv detcrmined uron
pursuing a neutral course that would nermit them to live

in peace_and continue to trade with their kinfolk in lew
England.6

6. Following receiot of the news that Americans had
invaded Canada during the earlv dayvs of Septanber X775,
Governor Francis Legre convened a special aesszon of the
Lepgislature. It passed a new llilitia Act. On 5 December
martial law was rroclaimed and a Revenue Act was passed to
provide funds for the militia. Plans vere rade to call out
one-fifth of the nilitia, selected_ by ballot wherever there
should be insufficient volunteers. Militia men were needed to
guard the naval yard and stores at Halifax, because the
British regular garrison had been denuded to reinforce
Lieutenant-General Thomas Gage at Boston. The widespread
opposition that quickly arose, however, startled Governor
Legre. Tetitions noured in from the out-settlements
surgesting that manv inhabitants were recent settlers who
could not afford to pav any tax in specie and that the sole
far:ilv breadwinner could not be snared for militia service.
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The petition from the township of Truro included what was to
hecome a favourite argunent:

«es+ should a number of our Industrious
Inhahitents, who have lerge families
Depending, upon them for supjport, be

called avay into any other part of the
provinces, their Lands would lie un-
cultivated and neglected, and perhavns their
property mav bhe carried awa or Destroved

in their a>sence to the ruin of private
farilies, the distress of the Society,

and hurtful to the rrovince in general.9

Ilalconternts spread runours that, once embodied, the

militia were to be collected at Halifax and trans»orted

te New Lnrland to serve as soldiers against their kinfolk.
liany militia comrvanies refugsed to assernible and there were
several local disturbances.l0 1In consecuence, Governor
Legge and his Executive Council apreed on & January 1776
that pilitisrmen rirht rerain at home uniess there should

be an actual imerican invasion of Fova Scoti# and that

no atterimt would be Tade to collect taxes levied by the
recent Revenue Aot Legre's circular letter of 12

January directed rilitias officers to reassure their men that
they would be reauired onlv for local defence :n the event
of actuzl invasion: a provincizl regiment of velunteers
would he recrvited "purelyv for the defence of the Province.
Actually the military situation had been greatlv improved
bv the arrival at Halifax of the 27th Regiment of Foot

and other detachments of regulars to reinforce its garrison,
so it did not greatly matter that the Loval Nova Scotia
Volunteers never seerms to have Ead an effective strength

of more than 242 rank and file.l?> This provincial corps
obtained rnost of its recrvits from English and Sccttish
settlers who had recently arrived in Nova Scotia, as did
the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Highland Emiprants.

nl2

7 Untnovr to Governor lerge, General George
Vashington wrote to Congress on 3C January 1776 repeating
his earlier condemnation of a rroposal to despatch an
Anmerican exrnedition to liherate Nova Gcotia. Uashington
did not have the troops to spare for any operaticn

that was not defensive in nature; moreover, any such schene
was impracticable since an invading force was certain t
be cut off fror its base by warships of the Roval Navy.
Despite a later and personal rebuff by lashkington,t? an
expatriate Nova Scotian nared Jonathan Eddy did lavy siege
to Fort Cumherland on the Isthmus of Chignecto during

the following Foverbher, but this farcical atterpt at
invasion wés ended bv the arrival of tesse%g of the Royal
Navr with reinforcerients for the garrison.

& Small detachments of provincial troops or

militia were intermittently stationed in the various
out-settlements, “ut these proved too small to e of much
practical use and merely provided an excuse for New Lngland
privateersmen to nlunder and burn, whenever and wherever
thev landed. The situation existing at liverpool has been
preserved in the diarv of Sineon Per' ins. On 31 lLav 1778
he described how alarmed the leading citizens were bv a
rumour that American privateers were in the vicinity. This
led them to agree that "ve fort aught to be dismantled,
and that we keep up a gunard of two or three men, to give
notice of the approach of any Privateers, in which case
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we right treat with them, and let them know that we onId
not riolest ther if thev did not attempt landing, etc."l7

Yhen the local nmilitia asserbled on the following day the

ma jority voted to take offensive action orlv if American
priviteersmen refused to treat, and attempted to land by

force. On 13 December 1772 a detachment of 55 all ranks

of the King's,Crange Rengers arrived fro: Halifax to serve

as garrison. Early in the followirnr Mav four 12-pr. guns

and a fevw reinforcements arrived. lost of the lahour requigud
to construct a batterv was perforred bHv the local :rilitia.

Even when British warshins were reinforced in Nove Scotia

waters by armed slcors and schoorers, however, it was

irmossible to eliminzte the possihility of ircrican depredatiorns
On 13 September 17¢C the crews of two Arerican privateers surprn-
sed and capturcd the garrison of Liverpool at dawn. Simeon
Ferlins and sore friends su“eeruently managed to capture the
American corrander as he was wandering about the town. This

led to an exchange of nrisoners and Anerican withdrawal.20

9. Followine the Treatv of Faris in 173 lNova Scotia
was left with a Britis' repular parrison of about 100
officurs and 23C0 other ranlks; three of the sir weak
reginents of foot were allocated to Halifax and district,
one to Fort Cumberland, one to Shelburne, and the revaining
cne was srlit hetween ﬁnnapclis FEoval and Fort Howe on the
onposite shore of the Bev of Fundv.2l The bulk of the
Jovalists who sailed fro Lew Yorl made llova Scotia

their immediate destination, but the net increase to

the settlerents, including dishanded regulars, totalled
onlv 14,000 men, women and children. another 3150 persons
received grants of land in Cape ®reton, which wes opened for
settlenent and given a sersrate government in 17¢4. There
being no conceivahle extornal danger to Neva Scotia as long
as units of the Roval Navy controlled Forth american waters,
the legislature was content to continue its existing
militia lepislaetion and nerelv enrol its new citizens -
manv of vhom were vet .rans of the recent war - into what
was little rore than a »zrer orgarization.

10, Following the French declaration of war against
Great Britain cr 1 Februarv 1793, the 3ritish Covernment
guickly decideé¢ that its prircipal r1ilitary effort should

be directed against French colonial nossessiocns. Three

of the regiments of foot garrisorning Nova Scotia and 355
Dependencies were ordcred to the RBritish lest Indies.

The gorrison of lNova Scotia wag reduced to one artillery corpar
and the 4th Regiment of Foot.23 MNova Scotia enioved the
protection offered hv the Roval Navvy but, in order to

comhat nossible sworadic reids and re-assure the civilian
populaticn, thc Home Secretary vroic the Lieutenant-CGovernor
on ¢ Februery that he could raise ¢ rrovincial corps of 600
ran'" and file, organized in six corpanies with the usual
proportion of officers and sergcants. Pav and clothing

were to he on the same scale as for regular reginents, but

the area of service was restricted to Kova Scotia. Bounty
roney was limited to two guineas, and as large a part of it
as rossible was to be given to the men in the form of
Necessaries. Although avnointed colonel of the corps, the
Lieutenant-Covernor was to receive neither rav nor ewmoluments.
Officers were to be selected from among residents of the
province, but they would not thus acouire rank in the British
Army or become eligible for half-pay when the unit should be
reduced. Existing half-piy officcrs 1.r¢ te_rccoive the better
avpointrents, but only on a tournorary basis.?2h
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As vias customary, all officcers had to recruit definite
quotas of men, even though this opened the possihility
of old men and veally Yovs heing enlisted.

11. Once these instructions reached Halifex in

early Arril the lieutepant-Covernor, John '.entiorth, wasted
no time. The legislature w2s convened. In an address

sent to King Ceorge III the Assembly declered that "the
augmentation of the military cstablishment" was "a measure
of great utility" and »ronised that "no exertions within

the linited srhere of our abilitv shall be vianting to give
efficacv to any measurcs His Iiajesty in his wisder thinks
fit to rursue fgr the annovance of his enemies or deferce

of his neonle."<5 Suitable vouns rentlemen were availahle
for anpointment as ercigns: the remainder of the officers
and the sergcants were found frer veterane living in the
province. A total of 330 ranlk and file were enlisted bhefore
the end of I'ar, although the levy roney had to he increased.26
Cffers of service rourcd in, even from lovalist sympathisers
who had gone hacl: to live in the United States, and Went-
worth wrote the Home Secretary on 21 June th=t his corps
would soon be comnlete.?/ Encouraged bv such rcports, the
British Covernment authorized an incresse in esteblishment
to 200 rank and file (eight cormpanies) and tacitly agreed
that the unit might be known as the Roval lova Scotie
Regiment,?

12. Brigadier-Cecneral James Opilvig commanding the

few regvlar troors still in lova Scotia and its Depcndencies,
did not share Lieutenant-Governor | entworth's centhusiasm.
Although thc latter's complaints to London about the manner
in which his reg*ment was being snubbed bv the regulars

make interesting readine, there can be little doubt that

the attitude of the professional soldier was the niore
realistic. Once all the unerrloved labourers and other
landlcss men had been enlisted, it vroved virtually
impessible to recruit further for the Roval Nova Scotia
Reriment, even with the bounty ronev raised to five guineas.
Once suspected deserters fror: the British Armv, accepted with-
out question to provide a trained nuclicus, were foreibly
olaimed by parties fror the 4th Regiment of Foot, no others
of this ilk trving to make a living in thc province were
willing to come forward. Wentworth admitted this last in a
desratch dated 7 liay 179L, as well as the fact that a number
of recruits had deserted to the United States with their
bounty rmonev.2? A recruiting party did foirlv well in
Nev:foundland, where it remained for nearly 12 months, but
that source dried up once Colonel Thomas Skinner “egan
recru}Bina a Newfoundland Regiment of Fenci-le Infantry in
1795. Iiaior-Ceneral H.R.H. Ldwsrd, Duke of Kent, who had
succecded Brigadier - General Ogilvie late in 1794,
considered the Iloval Nova Scotia Reriment to he a useful
corps, even thourh it was fated to remzin about 230 rank and
file below its avthorized strength. Since large numbers

of the reinforcements sent fror Rritain for his own 7th

(or Roval Fusilier) Regiment of Foot were totally unfit for
service, he tried several tires to arrange exchanges for the
best of the provincials. 'entworth was flattecred by the
presence of a rember of the Roval Pamily at Halifax, but
the Prince's final suggestion that 4(0-500 prowincials
right be transfered to the 7th Foot to form a mecond
battalion was too ruch for him. "He is a most excellent
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Prince," the exascerated !ieutenant-Governor rerorted

to London on 1 £nril 1795, "but has such a rilitary

ardor about him that he cznnot forhear talking every

fine soldier he sees, into own Regt. The_discirline of
vaich is too perfect to he eno! nopular.'> On 23 April
the Home Secretary instructed the Duke of Kent - leave

the Noyal Nova Scotis Regiment alone; it had been reised for
local service onlv, desnite 'entvorth's success in having
his men enlist for service anyvhere, because it was chearer
to recriit provincizl corns for stationarv duties then to
ernloy regulars thereon.3?

13. Initislly the Duke of Kent seens to have deen
able to make hetter use of the militia, which had Y“een
asserbled durinzy the late autumn of 1793 and again during
the surmer of 179L, because of rumours cririnating at New
Yorl: that a French fleet was prevaring for an attack on
HaJjifax. Two regirents of Halifax rilitis and a detachnent
fron the vYolunteer artillerv cormpany vere erhodied during
the svrmrer of 179L to h2sten rencvation of the harbour
defences to the standarde deeried neacessary by the Duke of
Kent.33 The more nrosperous merher= of thc volunteer
artillery company toiled without pay, but the rermeinder

of the mi’itiez received British frriv rates of pay frorn
provincial funds. The Duke of Kent wanted this work
resured in Lpril 1795. Since his carriscn of regulars

was snmall and would héve to he stretched to provide
additions1l outrost detsachments during the sumaer months,

he recuested Lieutenant-Governor ° entworth to embhody

6C0 nilitia as labourers. These ren, however, could

not be provided until after the planting of crors was
comnleted in l'ay. The more prosperous of the citizens
selected by ballot for rilitiz service bought suhstitutes from
ar.ong the towns's casual labourers, making these 1en
unavailatle for ern~lovment by the Cormanding Roval Lneineer
as civilians,3k

14. The provision that substitutes mirht be rrovided
was cormon to militia legislaticn evervwhere in the Lnglish-
speaking world. All the rmilitia lerislati-n pertairing to
Fova Scotia was reduced into one reasure_and, somewhat
arended, hecame the Militia fct of 1795.35 It decrced that
the militia wes to aszemle four tiries a vear bv cornpenies
and twice as refgiments. 'hen called upon to resist invasion,
the rilitia cculd be ordered into boats to attack the enery
or to go to the 2ssistance of anv rortion of the province.
Lxcert in cases of great erergencv, however, quotas for
militia dutr were to he filled from the rosters mainteined
by officers commanding cornanies; cxcept for volunteers,

the cuotes would actuslly be filled hy £ ballot of the
eligible nen. These men, of ccurss, were entitled to find
and pay for a substitute., The men actuallv erbhcdied were to
receive the same nav as regular soldiers. uskers, although
exer'™t fror militery service, could be reccuired to work for
an ecuivalent period of tire on the roads. The j.iilitia <ct
of 1?963%inited norral militis activity to four muster davs
a vear.
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15. Cn 20 liar 1797 the Duke of Kent asked thet 32
sergeants and 600 rank and file of the militia rirht He
emhcdied for the surmer scascon to continue the wor' of
fortification, but fewer than 500 men could be ..

provided bv earlv August. At Lentworth's recuest they

were released on 2L Cctober. A disillusioned Duke of Kent
vrote the Home Secretary on 7 fovenbher that the averarge
regular soldier did as much vork as three militiaren and that
the answer to his vro’'lem la irn the despetch of an

adcquate nurher of reinforcemente fror Great Britain and
Ireland. lever again did the Duke of Kent want to exnperience
the need of emhodving militizmen as labourers:

.++for on the one hand, the Countrv is hy

far too new, and too thinly settled to a‘rit

of even so small a nurmher as that called uron
this sezson to he abscnt from their hones,
without their farnilies being materiallv in-
jured by the measure; vwhile on the other, the
laws bv which thev are governed vhen embodied,
are so totally inefficient, that it is next

to an immwossihilitv to enforce anr kind of
control or subordinaticn, which thev are not
readv to subrit to. In fact, ha” T not indulged
them in £lmost every voint and overlooked
almost every irrerularitv, it would hive been
irpracticable to have got them to do, even the
little we trere ahle to effect. The expense
attending the measurs of erhcdving them, is
certainly far fror. being attended with that
nroportionate goed hich it ought to nroduce .37

Fortunatelv the situation was soon cased by the arrival
at Halifax of the 6th licgiment of Foot.

16. “hen no daneer to British liorth America
materialized, douhbts hegan to arisc 2out the need to
continue the several under-strength »rovincial corps. The
officers of the Boval liowva Scotia Regiment netitioned for
rank in the British Army, with 2 view to their being nlaced
on half-pay in the event that the unit should Ye reduced.
Althouph strongly recormended by hoth the Duke of Kent

and Sir John Yentworth, their petition was denied.’® Early
in 1799 the Duke of Kent advanced another sugcestion:
conversion of the several =rovincial corns into fenecidble
corns lJiahle for service arviherc in lorth America, 2s the
Newfoundland Pegiment of Funcible Infantrv alreadv was,
would remove the existing linitation on his troor dis-
nositions.39 The Home Secretarv agrecd; but he pointed out
thet, since the provincial corps had becen raised purely

for local service, sueh an extension would have to be
"purcly voluntarv on their part in the strictest and

most uneauivocal sensc of the word.”bLU There wes no
probler in the case of the= Roval Nova Scotia Regiment,
sincc Yentworth had insist:d that all ernlistments after
1793 and 2ll re-engagerents should be for general service.
tith the war in burope drswing to 2 close, hovever, no
action was taken to convert any of the provincial corps
into fencibles., On 27 Farch 1€02 a definitive Feace Treatly
was sirfned at Amiens. Durins the followine surmer the
Roval Nova Scotia Regiment was disbanded.
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17. Peace turned out to be only a breathing spell,
since Nanoleon soon began to rake nieccreal annexations in
Europe. On 16 liav 1#03 Britain went to war with hin.

There wcre only 43 officers and 1%3? other ranks in the whole
of Nova Scotia and New Brunsvick. Prince Edward Island
and Cave Breton were defenceless, except for a 'small and
dispers'd Bodv of unarm'd and undiscirlin'd Nilitia} so
Licutenant-General Henrv Bowycr sent 2 tiny detachrent of the
5th Battalion of the 60th (or Roval American) Regiment of
Foot fror Halifax to both, to nrevent their seats of
govermment being "insulted" bv nrivateers or other raiders.k?
Onlv in Aupust was Lieut.-Colonel Frederick Augustus ¥Wetherall
authorized to raise =z Nova Scotia Regiment of Fencible
Infantrv. Danger did not materialize, however, and

the nilitiz seems to have done little riore than hold

periodic rusters, excent for a few volunteer enthusiasts.

At nine o'clock on the rorning of 3 lovember 1804, for
exanple, Lieutenant-General Bowver held a practice alert

at Halifax. Yithin the hour 961 all ranks of the local
militia units assembled. About 200 trained artillerymen,

£0 riflemen, a cormpany of grenadiers and one of light
infantry, 2nd one battalion eompany were armed and uniformed.
The renainder were without uniforms and arms but, having
received sore trainin~, could he allocated to the harbour
batteries for duty.t3 Outside of rﬂlifax none of the
militia had been issued with arms.™

18, The war scare occasioned by the Chesapeake Affair
of 22 Junc 1707 was another matter altogether. 1In view

of American impotence at sca the British Government reasoned
that military invasion was the more probable form of attack.
Should thc Few Brunswic!: Fenecibles and untrained militia

be unahle to halt an kmerican invasion launched from Maine,
they were to make a fisghting withdrawal on Halifax, whose
garrison had been reduced to 600 regulars by the transfer

of two regiments to the morc vulnerable Guebeci#5 As a start,
a regiment of 600 nilitia was embodied to work on the
fortifications of Halif-x. wventually there were three
rilitia regiments, totalling close to 2000 all ranks, on

dutv in Nova Scotia, as well as a grooF of light horse and
the militia artillery of Halifax.46 On 27 liarch 1¢0€ Iiajor-
General llartin Hunter reported that the erhodied militia

were now well trained, considering that "they never had
weapons in their hands before."47 Should an energency
actuallv occur, however, Hunter did not believe that it

would be feasible to muster than 5000 of the men on the
militia rolls in Nova Scotia.

19. "ithin a few davs the arrival of a substantial
regular reinforcenent 2t Halifax made it nossi®le for
Jieutenant-Ceneral Sir Ceorge Prevost (who had just arrived
himsclf to assume the avpointments of Lieutenant-Governor

of lova Zcotiaz and Commander of thec Forces) to disenbody

all the nilitia on dutv.kt Shortlv thereafter the Legislature
anproved a new liilitia Act. This Act of 1708 continued
what was desired of the legislation previously in force

and followed fairly closely the sugrestions advanced by

the new Lieutenant-Governor.h The militia was divided into
two classes: men between the ages of 1¢ and 50 were to be
balloted and rosters compiled so that drefts could be
enmbodied without delay; youths aged 16 to 18 and men

aged 50 to 60 werc considered to be a "paper reserve.”
llembers of the first class could, if selected for duty,
still obtain a substitute; otherwisc they would receive
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the samc rav as regulars while on service.®’ The lNova

Scotia militia was reorsenized into two corpanies of
artillery and 26 hattzlions of infantrv. Inspecting

Field Officers scnt out frorm Great Britain supervised
training. On 15 llareh 1210 Prevost rcportcd that arms

and equipment had been provided for about half the 12,218
men wvho had actuallv undergone rudimentarv training.fj

He subsequently reported that the militia of the separate
government of Cape 3reton did not "arount to anv considerable
nunber descrving to be noticed."52

20. Nova Scotia's role ir the Yar of 1712 was
deterriined at the o tset. DMNews of I'resident 'adison's
declaration of war rcached Halifax on 29 June, along

wit the heartening information that the nearby in-
habitants of Ilew Lngland were gencerally opnosed to it

and desired to cortinue nornzl trading relations. After
consulting his Executive Council, therecfore, the lLicutenant-
Governor, now Licuterant-General Sir John Coanc Sherbrooke,
issued the following “roclaration on 3 Julv:

+ ‘hereas every soecies of nredatorv 'arfare
carried on against Defencelcss Inhabitants,
living on the shores of the United States
contiguous to this Frovince¢ and liew Brunswick,
can answer no good nurpose, and will greatly
distress Individuals: I have thercfore thought
proper bv and with the advice of His Il= jesty's
Suhjects under my Govirnment, to abstain from
molesting the Inhabitants living on thc sheres

of the United States contiguous to this Frovince
and New Brunswick: and on no &count to molest
the Goods, or unermed Coasting Vessels, belong-
ing to thc Defenceless Inha“itants on the
Frontiers, so long as thev shall abstein on their
parts, fror any acts of Hostility and iiolestation
towards thc Inhabitants of this Frovince and lew
Brunswick, who are in a similar situation. It is
thercfore mv wish and desire, thst the Subjects
of the United States, living on the frontiers,
may pursue in peace their usual and accustored
Trade and occupaticns, without ..olestation, so
long as they shall act in a similar way towards
thc frontier Inhabitants of this Province and lew
Brunswick.

And I do hercby order :nd commind ~11 His
I'ajesty's Subjects, within mv jurisdiction, to
govern themselves accordingly, until further
orders.53

5 B Sherbrooke sent half his supplv of arms to Canada,
where American attack w: s cxpected and enbodied one-fifth

of the first class of militia for garrison duty at the
outports. The arrival of an additional British regiment

of foot made it possible for him to release the militia
after little more than a month of service. Otherwise,
Sherbrooke wrote the Secretarv of State for War and the
Colonies on 7 August, it would not have been rossible to
gather the harvest. The additional food needed by the
inhabitants and perrison of Nova Scotia could be provided

by continuing trade with the New Englanders who werc anxious
to get British manufactured goods.> Sherhrooke soon learned
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thet additioral muskets and ammunition were on the wav55
and that his initial action had heen arproved in london:
the Sccretery of State for "2ar and the Colonies recormended
that he kcep on "cultivating an amicable and liberal
Corrunication with the neighbouring St: tes, and of nrro-
motinr any friendly disnositior which mev appear to you
best calculatad to rensure / sic_/ its Continuence.”

22. Far-ing, fishing and lurbering ere essential
services, which could not he safelv interfered with, so
rilitiaren wvere enhodied onlv for the time needed to
escort to Halifax the nrisoners landed fror naval vessels
and privatecrs.®7 During the slack autumn season of 1£12,
however, a number of the uner hodied rilitia did volunteer
to help repair Fort Cumherland.5 TFrivatecering was more
profitable than military service for Nova Scotizns who
were intercsted in excitenment. Halifax wrs booming:
because of British expenditures, civilian wages were
forced unwards until masons der@nded 10 shillings a day
and even ordinary labourers could get ssven shillings
and sixnence; sailors, soldiers and rrisoners of war had
to bec fed and thev were re dv to spend their own money
in taverns, dance halls and brothels. The rmilitia situation
Ygs}well stated by Sherbrocke 'e despetch dated 30 June

1 L]

The situation of the Province in resnect to its
Agriculture and Fisheries, rendered it inexpedient
to call out greater numbers of the filitia, than
was 2bsolutely necessary bevond the number of
davs for Training prescribed by the Law of the
Frovince, for which they receive no Pay.

I shall continue dur ng the oresent Summer, to
be guided by the same Viev to Fublic Lconony, as
far as circumstances vwill pernit, consistent with
the safety of His liniesty's Province.59

The militiz cavalry troop formed fror volunteers during
the late soring of 121L to provide a courier service
throughout the provincc was hardly a rartial effort. The
volunteers furnished their own horses and all requisite
appointments except swords, belts, pistols and holsters.
Sherbrooke's explanatorv letter of 20 April 1814 reaugsted
60 of each of the last-nared iters for issve to then.00
Just how good the war was for Nova Scotia is stated in

the address which the lLegislative Assemhly presented to
Sir John Sherbrooke on 3 April 1815:

During the whole of the late war with America
we have felt a security and confidence arising
from the evident propriety and efficacy of your
Lxcellency's measures, and we have had the
satisfaction to find those measures carried into
effeet with the smallest possible inconvenience
to the lilitia, and 2 trifling_gxpenditure of
the public money /&5,00U0 pounds/. That such
benefits may not nass without sorme memorial of
our estimation of them we have voted £ 1,000
to be expended in the nurchase of 2 nicce of
plate, which we hbeg your Lxcellency to accept
as a lasting proof of the grateful sense this
province entcrtains of the wisdor. of those
measures by which your Lxcecllency at the sane
time provided for thc¢ security of the country
and consulted the easc of the inhabitants, 61
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23. On 2L June 1216 the Roval Fewfoundland Regiment
of Fencible Infantry was disbanded at Halifsx: two captains,
five licutenants, one cnsign, the quartermaster, seven
sergeants and 87 rank and filec accented land grants in
Nova Scotia.5 Personnel of the Nova Scotia Funcibles
reduced at liontreal were returned to Nova Scotie at
governnent cxpense if they so desired. & year later, 30
other ranks of the 104th Regiment of Foot disbanded at
Montreal dccided to settle in Mova Scotia. 3 Until early
in 1819 British regulars demobilized elscwhere vere
granted a frce passafe to North America, in addition to
free land. These men stiffened the provincial militie
which had never experienced more than 2 modicum of

active service, but the¢ three nilitary settlements set
aside in MNova Scotia were choracterized as "ea wilderness
of wood and rock and swamp."Ok

2L . In 1221 the Legislature pvasscd a new lilitia

Act vhich consolidated cvisting legisleotion. Ilien aged

12 to LO were to attend fiur drills or musters annually.
Although cavalrv and artillerv units nipght be organized,
the besic militia frarecwork was one infantrv regiment

for cach county and two for the City of Halifax. The
considerable numbcr of negroes who hod escaped to freedom
from the United Strtes were made subject to this lilitia
Act, but thev were to be orgonized scporately into district
commanics or into smaller bands of pioncers. Henceforth
voluntecrs from the militia might, in the event gf
emergency, be sent to help defend New Brunswick. 5 In
1826 the number of muster davs was roduced from four to
two pcr ycar. Although the sedentarv militie numbercd
roughly 26,000 all ranks in 1#30, very few merbers of the
33 hattalions of infantry had a weanon. The two volunteer
artillery corpanies and a voluntecr rifle company were
uniformed, but not armed, at their own expense. Proper
nilitarv training was not possiyle, but there werc social
functions to azttend and possession of a uniform could be

a decided asset.66 According to one cynic who wrs writing
home to England from Halifax:

Since the settlcrent of the town on the
present site, in the year 1749, its population
has incre2scd to nearly 14,000 souls. The
/Britisk/ garrison forms about one-eighth of
this population, and of coursc neterially
influences the tone of society. A young officer,
in whosc head conceit has not nroviously affected
a lodgnent, from the specimen of military life
he mav have just tested in Englend, stands every
chance of undergoing 2 regular investnent, siege,
and assault from this insidious cuneny on joining
his corps in Helifax. He finds himsclf raised ¢t
once to a lcvel above that accorded to the
scarlet cloth at home - socictv gercrally
sought, freruently courted, and himselfl
esteecred, as 2 personage whose opinions
are regarded with no little degree of
attention.67
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25. Because Nova Scotia enjoyed the protection
afforded bv the Royal Navy and a sizable force of

British rcpul rs, the Legislative Assembly felt free

to use the militia as 2 poat in its strugrle with the
Lieutenant-Governor, Lord Falkland, to sccurc rcsnonsible
governacnt in local matters. In 1843 the Assembly refused
to votc anv rionev for the militia which, according to

the Militia Act of 1741, could he c~lled out for training
three times 2 yvear by the Licutenant-Governor. The lilitia
Act which the Aseembly pessed in 1844 comrletcly omitted
the scetions dcaling with training and the payment of
reriment2l adiutants. The Licutenant-Governor therefore
could not asserble anv or all of the L? battalions supposed
to total 1L55 officers, 2056 N.C.0s. and 37,476 rank and
file hefore danger actuslly hecome inminent.©0® Lord Falkland
partially excused this attitudc in his despatch of 2
January 1746, which explained whv the provincizl militia
was inefficient:

It was perhaps natural that a disinclination
should exist on the pert of the Rural population to
abandcn, in 2 time of profound peacc, their ordinary
avocations, for the number of days necessary to keep
the different Corns in & high state of discipline,
and this fecling having been perticipsted in, or
vielded to, bv the members of the Local Legislature,
the periods for exercise were hy degrees diminished
or curtailed, until they became so infrecuent as
to be incffectual for the purnose for which they
were cstablished, and were in 1£4L altogether
aholished.69

26, By this timc there was another crisis

in Anglo-incrican relations, this time st.rming from the
bellirerent attitude 2dorted by President Polk towards

the Oregon boundary disrute. Althourh there was no

danger of an all-out invasicn should vier breal out,

the inhahitants were alarred by Arcerican bhoaste that
raiding forces might land at verious points, march

inland, ‘nd destrov the valuahle coal nines of the
provincc. Lord Falklamd discounted such fears, excipt

in the cazse of the Svdncv mines which werc close to 588
sea-an ovinion which was confirmed by the admiralty.

He therefore only requested 10,000 stand of arms in his
letter of 2 Harch 1846 to the Seeretary of State for

Var and the Colonies. This letter also contained the
information that the lecgislature had hurricdly passed

yet another iilitia Act, restoring the deletced sections
resnceting the nustering of the militia in peace time

and the paynent of unit adjutants. The minutc made on

it by the Secretarv of State for lLar and the Colonies on
16 March dircected thot about 2000 flintlock ruskets held by
the Ordnoncc Department @t Halifsx night be given to the
militia.71 Fortunatelv the crisis wes resolved on 15

June 1246, without dercndence of anv sort on these absolete
muskets. Yet on 12 Getober 174&¢ Lord Felkland's successor,
Sir John Harveyv, would rcnort as follows, des=itc the
extensive knowledge gained in Canade during the 'ar of

1212 and subsequently 2s Licutenant-CGovernor of esch of
Prince idword Island, New Brunswick and Newfoundland:




The defence of Nova Scotia in provided for,
ordinarilv, by the prcsenee of two or threce
Regiments of British Troous in its Garrisons,
and the visits of thc squadron in sumner. An
organired militis consisting of 26 Reriments
including a2 force of LL,242 men, inclusive of
officers is nrovided for bv Statute. These
Rerinents are officered by coni issions fror
the crown and when embodied for actual service,
are subicct to martizl lzw. In peace they are
rarely called out, cxcept for insrecticn, but
as cvery man in the zrovince has the right to
carry 2 gun and fcw grow up within it unpractised
in the use of fire zrms, they could soon be
molded for sclf defence, into valuahle auxiliaries to
any troor which in casc_of danger, the Imperial
Govirnment could sn=re.72

By this time, of course, resnonsible govoernment had been
achieved and there was no serious ceuse for friction
betwecn a Lieutenant-Covernor and his Legislative
Lssenblv,

27. Although provision had existed in the several
nilitia 2cts for the existcnce of voluntecrs corps,

and an occasional unit had had a precarious existcnce,
the necessary impetus for widespread action w. s lacking
until 1#59 - the vear that a lorge force of volunteers
sprang into being in Great Britain as # direct #nswer to
widespread alsrm about the no:sibflity of a French invasion.
Nova Scotiens werc, of course, already fanilisr with the
gaily urniformed volunteer units of lassachusetts, New York
and Pennsvlvania, after which the Cansdian volunteers
had been pattirned in 1255. As esrly as 3C January 1859,
in a letter to the Colonial Scerctarv, another Lieutenant-
Govcrnor of Nova Scotiz, Lord ifulgrave, prorosed the
forriation of a volunteer force. During the sumrier Lord
Fulgreve circularized the officers cormanding sedcentary
rilitia regiments with a view to them forning companies
of veluntecers for each. The first volunteer corns was
orgenized in Scptermber at Svdney Iincs.?3 Durine December
citizens of the provincial camital organized she
Scottish Voluntecer Rifle Comnanv of Halifax, Chebucto
Grevas, IFavflower Rifles, Irish Rifles a«nd the Halifax
Rifles. On 14 Iiav 1860 these compapics were organized
into a2 Halifax Volunteccr Dattalion.’# Other rifle
conpanies were organized elsewhere. An engineer cormpany
was established at each of Halifsx and Dartmouth.75 On
12 Yay the Legisloture voted 8000 to pay for sccuring
the services of staff officors and drill scrgesnts from
the British garrison.7¢ On 15 April 1861 thc iilitia
Act wes amerded to mrke provision for three cztefgories
of voluntecrs - effectives, non-effuctives, and honorary
members., This statute 2lso exempted other ranks of
volunteer units from the norrial statutory labour
recuired annually on the roads.?”7 For its part, the
British Govoernment provided 3000 Enfield rifled muskets.
On 12 Kovcvber 1£61 Lord Mulgrave revnorted that about
1500 voluntecrs, orgznized as 30 companies had undergone
drill and wusketry training. They hezd, however, had to
spend considerable sums of their own money. "The

Militia had been neglected for so many years," Lord
llulgrave's despatch added, "and the Frovince has so long
existed without cause for alsrm, thet it is very
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difficult to persuade the peonleé of the necessity of
making an cxtra evertion in time of neace, for the
purchase of arrs which they believe will probably
never be recuired."78

22, Voluntecr strength increased to 2357 effectives
during 1£62, orpanized ns 54 corpanies. Threc cor.panies
disappesred furing 1763, but five new corpenies were
orgenized and there was 2 totnl strength of 2364

effectives. Training for 26 of the corpanies was conducted
by unit officers; instructors were provided fror. the

British garrisor. to sssist the renaining compahies. bxcept
for the Halifax Volunteer Batt~lion, the voluntecr corps
continued to be att-ched to county battalions of sedentary
militiz.79 The British half-pay officur serving as

Adjutant Gecneral of lidlitia having recommcnded that the
volunteer ~2nd sedcnterv militis should cordizlly co-operate
in training, the consolideted idlitia Act of 1862

initicted a trend opposite to thst in the other

provinces of British Forth America. The sedentery rnilitia
of Hova Scotia was reiuvenated 2nd cncouraged to train
annuallv for five davs - a day being considered to consist
of 2 four-hour trairing p-rade held under local arrangements.
About 35,000 militis were trained dur ng 1°63. HNilitia
officers, in manv cases former members of sttacned volunteer
corps, vicrce recuired to verform 22 additional drills of
approxiratcly threc hours cach.”0 This last tvne of
trainine was conducted bv officurs ~md sergeants of the
British gorrison alone the sare lines as the military
schools in the Province of Canndn, but, of course, the
courses werce not of nearlv so intensive a naturc. The
following table shows the naper strength of the nilitia

and the numbers trained in subsequent vears:

1861 Enrgl%ed Traéged

1865 59,370 5,600
1866 528,031 45,767
1767 59,1147 41,997 (81)

However, there were only enough rifles for sonewhat

better than 2 third of the men who undcerwent training.

A considerable nortion of the strength wes organized as
artillery 2and was trrincd under the surervision of

Roval Artillcryren stiotioned in the Hzlifax garrison.
There were 19 militia batterics in samd around Halifax;
companies or hatteries were alsg organized at Pictou,
Chester, Lunenhurg, Livcerpool, Yarmouth, Digby, Grindville
and Anpapolis.’? By 1867 thc number of volunteers declined
to 639 effectives and, excert for Halifax, thcre were
efficient compvanies only at 'indsor, Tatamagouche,
Shubenacadic, Shelburne and Somersct.f3

29. Nova Scotia had heen in no danger from

the Fenians in 1866, but the nilitis had resnonded

to the c21l for rrepercdness made by the Licutcnant-
Governor on 17 liarch. A voluntecr battalion was

placed on duty a2t Halifex until 14 April; when the 62nd
Regiment of Foot was subsecuently ordered to New 3Srunswick,
where real danger threatensd, about 150 voluntecrs were
placed on full time duty and rar.ained enhodied until late
Julvy. Elsewhere the militia drilled rnore carncestly and more
often than usual, but Nova Scotia enjoved the protcetion
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of the Roval N?VV.P&

New Brunswick

30. Durirg the surer of 17fFL & sep:ratc province

of New Brunswick was created across the Bav of Fundy from
Nova Scotia to adrinistur the 10,000 ren, worcen and
children recentlyv settled therc. Iiost of the lovalists
arriving dvorine the snring and early swrer of the
preceding vear had been civilian refugecs. During the
auturn of 1793, however, thev were joined by 13 provincial
corps, which vere dishended irncdiatelv farms were allotted.
"ith £ vievw to future def: nce reciir-ients, these last
arriv=ls 'erc grented lands hi-her up the St. Jchn River
Vallev, The surviving kcadians roved further up the river
into the [Madaw: ska countrv,

31 Cnl- in 1777 did the Legisleturc of Kuw
Brunsiick take stens to create » militia. 'ith the
usual excentions, 2l1] ohvsicsllv fit males aged 10

to 5C were recuvire? to enrol in one of the inderendent
rnilitia companics locaterd ir towns #nd rrishes. czach
militiaman war surnosed to anpesr at the annual

ruster wvith 2 good rusket, bavonet, ecartridre box,
nine cartridres and nine hullets. Lverv officer weés
authorized in the event of an alarm, invasion
insurrection cr rehellion to robilize the men under his
conm: nd and he preparecd to narch to any ~art of the
province - hut not bevond it. Shorld there ectually
be an enery invasion, 11 r2les 50 to 60 ycars of age
would also be lisblc for servicey ¢s would ‘uskcers who
were cxcunted from ~11 other militie duties.l

32, Following the outhrecak of war “etween Britain

and France on 1 Februvery 1793, 2ll the Oritish regulers

werc vithdrawn from the nrovince, except for o few
artillervren, and Lieutcnant-Governor Thomas Carleton wés
authorized to recruit 2 provineisl corns of €00 rank and filc
for sarrison duty on the se&me terms as the previously
mentioned Roval Nova Scoti» Repiment (sec pore 10). Ability
to enlist urwards of 200 men within the first few weeks
enccndered a folse optirisnm, which vas not dissrelled for
upards of 2 year. The strength of 22 sergeants, 14
druvrmers and 36L rank and file reported on 20 Juns 1794
proved to “e a2 total which could not be bettered. Despitc
an increase in bountv monev to five fuineas during the sunnmer
of 1795, what had become known as the King's New Brunswick
Reriment was fated to continue with a shortzge of roughly

240 rank and file.3 On 10 Scptember 1795 Carleton adritted
in a despatch that there was little hope of corpleting the
regiment without sendin® a reeruiting .rtv to Newfoundland,
vhere recruiting would he exnensive and in corpetition

with both the Royal Nova Scotia Repiment and the Newfoundland
Repiment of Feneible Infantrv. Carleton's originael view

that success would be unlikely because Nevw Brunswick was
sparsely ponulated and good men would not abandon their

farms after the long and arduous struggle to carve them out
of the wilderness had been borne out. However,
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precdatory French raids against Saint John or St. iAndrews
were the only nossible danger to the province and the
ercction of small hatteries made possibile zn adeauate
defence of these towns against any encty priviateer or
naval vessel.

33. The militia orgonization set forth in

the Acts of 1787 and 1792 had little reality. Almost

all the 3000 potential militiamen vere without fircoarms &nd
werc too poor to buy them, as was required by law, Host

of the veterans of the American Revolution had hed to sell
the army nuskets, which thor had beeén vermitted to retain or
discharge, in ordar to buy additionsl implemcnts and goods -
a contingencv that the authorities had not cnvisarpcd.
During the years since 1784 the population had not heen
increesed by imrigration; indeed, A substeantial number

of lovalists had hecome sufficicntly diecoursged to leave
the province. The remainder were widelv disnersed in
scottered scttlements. Apriculture progressed slowly

and, until the early yeers of the 19th Centurv, provisions
had to he immorted annuslly.fron the United States.

34, The Ililitia Act passed in 1794, to be in

¢ffceet for the duration of the wer, was very similer

to the legislstion enucted in Nova Scotie (sec rora 14).

It included & provision that the militiz could be ordered
into bozts to go to the defence of another part of the
province. lusters of the militia reginients end indenendent
corpanies were to be held four times &« vesr and a fine

of 20 shillings could be¢ levied ~2gainst anvonc not attending.
In the cvent of invasion only, '"free-male-blacks" 2ged

16 to 50 werc to be formed into cemnanies.t

35. During the summer of 1202, following

the pencral neace esteblished by the Treaty of amicns,
the King's New Brunswicl: Regiment was disbanded. Then
var wes resu ed in Zurope on 16 lLay 1803, New 3runswick
had litcra2lly only a handful of British rvgulars as
garrison. On 1 August 103 the Duke of York, Comminder-
in-Chief of the British /rmv, authorizcd Brigadier-
Gencral l'artin Hunter to raise a New SBrunswick Reriment
of Fenciblc Infantrv for service anvwhcre in British
North Amcrica./

36, Dancer did not materialize nnd the militia
merely hcld periodic rnusters, cxcept for the odd volunteer
companv of cnthusinsts who continued to give of their own
time and money. The scare occasioned by the Chesapeake
incident of 22 June 1807 persuaded the British Government
that the Lmcricans pight atternt & military invasion across
New Brunswick, Action was taken to embody a portion of the
militia, after balloting, since there yerce too many
enthusisstic, if untrained volunteers.” Should the New
Brunswick Fencibles and the untrained militia be unzble to
stop the encmv, thev were to meke a fighting withdriwal on
Halifax., (sec p=ra 1i¢) On 29 l.arch 1820¢ liajor-Cencral Hunter
reported that the nilitia erbodied in Mew Brunsuick and HNove
Scotia were now well trained, considering that thev "had
never had weapons in their hands before."9 tithin a fow davs
the arrival of & substential Fritish reinforcement ot Halifax
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made it possihle for Licutenant-Cencral Sir George Prevost,
who had just arrived hinseclf, to dismiss the Nova Scotia
1ilitia to their hores (see para 17). On 11 hpril Frevost
rerorted thet the rilitis embodied in New Brunswick would
be dismissed 28 soon as the 10lst Rerimcnt of Foot got there
from Halifax.1lC Comprnics of the New Brunswick Fencibles
could then he sent to each of Cape Rreton =and Prince

Eduord Island: "2 measurc which m2vy He attended with
becnefit to the Service, 2s it is pro»ahlc many belonging

to them dormicilizte too ruch."ll

37, Sir George Prevost's zprreciation of 18

ey 1212, respecting the military situstion in North
Anerica, stoted that the securitr of Few Brunswick

"yervy materic 1}y depends upon the Favy, =nd the

vigilance of our Cruizers in thc Bav of Fundy."12 The
defence of Fredericton was "out of the question, =nd

the course of the River St. Jchn nust be defended at

the discretion of the Officor Comnanding that Garrison,
according to the descrirtion and numbor of the assailing
Army The to'n of Saint John wrs "tot~lly indcfensible

on the¢ land side:" The only reruler troops in the province
were o few srtillerveen 2nd the 104th Repiment of Foot
(roisced in 1803 as the New Brunswick Fencibles). The
militis amo nted to "zhout L,000 men, rnuch scattered,

and but few of therm have been trained in the use of Arms.™

38. On 27 June 1212 news of the Anerican declaration
of wor renched Saint John fror Eastrort, lieine. Ite
inhabitents had held » meeting on the rrevious day #nd
unanirously agreed to "preserve a good understanding with
the Inhabitants of New Brunswick and to discountcnince

all depredations uron the Froperty of each other."13 Since
New Brunswick depended for its cxisteunce on imports of
food, the Lixecutive Council reoucsted the kdministrator,

a2 jor=Gener=l G.S5. Smvth, to nermit trade with New Lngland
in unarmed vessels. On 10 Ju’y Smyth issucd 2 proclaration
similar in nature to thot of Sherbrooke (seec pera 19).
Smyth 2lso nepgoticted agrecronts which would keuv the
Indions of the region neutrel. Yot he took sters to have
the crumbling defences repaired against invasion and askcd
for 1000 stand of arms. ¢ inhabitants seemed loyal #nd num-
bers of them laboured voluntarilv on the defences. "I have
not yet actuslly enroled sny »art of the Iilitia", he
rcported on 4 July, "as derriving the Country of its labour
at this Se2son would occasion the rost alarming scarcity,
if not_the totzl want of focd, during the remainder of the
year."l4 The Sccretarv of State for War and the Colonies
arproved of Smyvth's action, as he hnd that of Sherbrooke.
(sce para 20).

39. On 8 Deccembzar 1712, Smyth rcported that, since
there no longer was anv nossihility of a speedv end to
the war, something should be done about local defence.
Alithough the people of liaine were friendly, the Bav of
Fundy was swarning with privateers.l5 Spyth had divided
all the eligible nilitie men aged 16 to €0, about 4500
in all, into 14 hattalions: but he could never assenble
more than 3000 and crbodv therm for anv length of time,
because of the paucity of provisions and the roverty of
rost of the inhabitants.l0 Shortly thcoreafter he
erbodizd about 250 militia - two companies at
Saint John, six companies a2t Fredericton and onc company
at St. indrews. A militia bounty was paid out of
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provincial funds, but the men's pa2y @and other expenses

were chsrged acainst the military chest., The two companics
at Saint John were stood dovn during February 1813.17 The
six corpanies at Fredericton were disnissed in hpr}; and the
single corpany at St. indrews in early July, 1813.+¢ The
Americans had mcrde no hostilc moves, except for the
activity of rrivateers in the Bav of Fundy, and & ncw corps
of New Brunswick Fencibles was heing recruitced for garrison
dutv.]9 The Legislaturc had passed a new Iiilitia Act on

3 Harch 1#13, but for one yezr only =nd chiefly because

a econmittee had reported back to thc ssscmbly that "if the
times of drilling the differene Battalions of [ilitia can
be effzcted botween the 20th Junc and the 25th Julv, it will
answer all the purroscs intended, and will generally give

an orrortunitv for the z2gricultur2l and other interests of
the country to be attended to."20 It remains only to

rote the assistonce rrovided to the 2/Cth or King's

Regiment of Foot and Commander Ldw. rd Collicr's navel rarty
which rarched overland to Canade during the winter of

1214+ 4According to the Zuebce Gazette of 10 lLiarch 1€14:

The liber2lity of thz neople of New
Brunswick, in thc 2ssistance they hove
afforded cto the 2nd hattalion of the King's
Ri~inent, and to the detachment of Seamen,
reccntly arrived at Guebece overlznd fron that
Frovince, duscrves publiic thanks. The inhabitants
of the¢ City of 5t. John, 2lone, gave three
hundred nounds for the hire of sleighs to
carry the Se:men and Soldiers fron that place
to Fredericton; and the Housc of 4ssembly of
the Province voted an eoucl sum (£300) to
convev ther on their route fron Fredericton
as fer as it was —ossihle for sleighs to
proceaed,

L0. The consolidated Militis Act of 1825 srccified
that phvsicnlly fit men undcr thc 2re of L5 years might

be¢ required to undergo two davs of annual training by
comprnics, but "interfer-ng as little 2s possible with

seed time and harvest.®?l The Licutunant-Covernor might
order a further dav of battalion training "for thce purpose
of insncetine and improving it in martial exercises."” No
ran, however, wag, recovired to travel more than 20 niles

fror: his homc to the place of muster. Two half-pay officers
held appointnents as inspccting field officers of militia.
In thc event of an emergercv, however, militiz could be
marchéd bevond the lirits of the rrovince. According to
Joscph Fouchette's compilaticn, The British Dominions in
North fncrica, published in London in 1832, the Rew
Brunswicl rilitis numbercd roughlv 12,000 effcctives,
orgafdzcd in 23 battalions whosec cormrosition varied with

the densitv of the noruletion, Normally there were two
corranies of 60 rank and file cach in & nilitia district,
but remeote ~nd spirsely scttled arees might have only one
coripany with a strength of anvthing up to £0 nen., Bouchette
qualificd his rimeris with the staterunt: "The regulations
for this force, however, are freouvently varied by the
provincial legislzture."22 The rcason was the succession
of minor storms and lulls in Anslo-Amcrican relationns
stemming from the failure to settle the lieine-New Brgnswick
boundary dispute. In 1832, according to a Tritish subaltern
who was touring North imerica at his own cxnensc:
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The militia were called out for three
davs'! tr=2inine, and the battalion which
assemhled a2t Fredericten 1000 strong was
corvosed of finc athletic men., Only 200
of them were zrried, and zhout the same
nunher had clothing and accoutrements. There
was »lso an Afriean corpeny, who haé decked
therselves tvery geily, and cerried the oniy
drum #nd fifc in the ficld. They eppearad
cuvite proud of their cccupation, not being
exerpted, a2s in the United Stites, fron the
nerforrmance of rmilitarv dutv. The province
coudd, in casc of cmergency, furnish 20,000
ren (but unfortunctely, there are ncither
arrms nor CLOuth. for one tenth of that
nunber), and six troous of veoranry cavalry.
The Frud;ricbcn troops made an exccedingly
neat =nd clean appearance, being well clothed
and partly arred; and in active scrvice, in
sucH a countrv “s liew Brunswick, would prove
a very eossentiol utility. In cose of imredizte
aperession fror their ned ghbours, the rrov:nce
ruet for sorc time He entrusted to their care
alone, there heing only six weil cornimics of
regular infantry in thre. distint dete chrients,
with a fronticr of 200 riles in extent, and
a province of 22,000 squarc niles in chorge,
while the Americsns have two grrrisons close
unon the houndsrv linc (at nastropt and Houlton)
and 2an exccllent militery rozd nearly conpleted
to Boston.?23

L1, New Brunswick rcenained roaceful during 1837-
1238, when there were ~hortive rebellions in the Canedas
and f‘Jl?UBtur‘nﬂ r~ids along the Canadian-knocrican
bordcr. However, a erisis was building up along the
gtill unsecttled lninc-lew Brunswick boundarv. Tosscssion
of 12,000 sauare niles of Arostuok countrv wes desired
by Jumbering intercsts of both i‘ainu and Kew Brunswick,
but rctention of the military roa! #ind ?Ortﬂfv route
to Canada was considerc? cssential by the British Arnmy.
l‘ounting rressurc durine 1238 causcd the New Brunswick
legisloture to authorize the mobilination of & corps _of
1200 volunteor rilitis in the event of an energency,
vhile that of Mainc anrropristed (800,000 for dcfence.25
During the first wechk of Fe bru,rv 15 j9 s ecivil poss¢ sent
into the disputed arce bv the Govirnor of laine uas
'“przhgrdnd and J2iled in Fredericton. The St te of
I'aine rmohilized 10 00C rilitia 2nd a New Gruncw*cl land
agent was eken into custody. IMajor-Cincral Sir John
Harveyv, the Licutenant-Governor of l'uw 3runswick, orderecd
the detachment of British repulers at Frhduricton to
move forvird to V'oodstock. A drift frow: the York County
nilitia tcok over garrison dutv at Fredericton. The
rilitia of Saint John sirilarly rrovided 150 veluntuers
when this Rritish garrison a2lso moved forw rd.20 A
militia detzchment fron the New Brunswick Reginent og
ﬂrt-llurv uss ordered to 'ocodstock during rid-I=rch.>7
By this tine four comnanics of the 1lth Foot, which had
travelled by sleigh to Canada only 2 short tiric:before
were hack 1n the lMadewsska countrv.2® Newsnapers on
both sides - dopted 2 very bellicosc attitude. It was
very disconc»rt*np therefore for the Maine militia to
discover that the inhabitants of the disputed region
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were interested onlv in lurbering as usuzl. The only

"incident” was a brawl in 2 Houlton tévern, wherc the

nrotagonists hed heen drinking aricablv teogether until
somcone —ronoscd & tonst of “3Success to liainc."29

3

W

L2, ko one in hington wented wes with 3ritain,
so Iajor-Cecnerel ' infield Scott wns sont to =rrarnge

a rodus viverdi with Sir John Harvey., This was quickly
negotisted. It czlled for withdr:w:l of 2li troons
fror: the disputed arca. On 27 Ilzrch orders were issued
for the Few Brunswiclk rilitis to return hone.30  Two
davs lzter the four cornenies of the 1lth Foot left
Lake Termiscouta for Tucbic, A satisfz:tory boundary
settlement v as reiched in the “ehster-sshhurton

Trei'ty signed in Washington on 9 aupust 1842,

L3. Interest in the nilitis auickly wanzd and ithen

a crisis develored in 1FLS over the unsettled Oregon
boundarv in the f=r wcst, Licutcnznt-Covernor Sip " illiam
Colebrooke reported that the rilitia waes in 2 very
inefficient state,3! Onlv the scsttired sub-units of
artillary, two battalions of infantry at Szint John, one
battzlion at Fredericton, a few corpanies of riflemcn

and a fow troors of veomanry were #rmede Lxcent in the
casc of the 32int John militi= and the riflce conpanies

of . Yor¥ ard Cherlotte countius, wher fircarrs wire issud
only on actual trainirg days, the weanons had mostly
beeore unscrviceable. Coledrooke cenccurss :d the formation
of veoranrv and riflomen te 2ct as hushrangers and nprotect
the ovirland transrortaion route to Canada. The lirge
number of ahsentecs fron, militin musters (5273 out

of 27,532 enrollecd in 1244) were mainly cofficcers nd

men cmploved in logrine covps. Only the New Brunswick
Ropiment of Artillery, comaanded by 2 half-pay officer

of th:z Roval artillery, was reasonzhbly proficicnt.
Colehrooke's despitch of 27 Fubruary 1946 sugeested

that he could eall out 25,000 militia under the age of

L5 aml make then efficient cnough to do g rrison duty,

if arms were made available.3? The Sceretary of Stote

for Viar and the Colonics renlied on 12 Iiarch that the
14,000 ohsolescent flintlock ruskets held by the

Ordnonce Depzrtment at Saint John might be issusd, if
therc wrs an immediate criergency; subscouently he agrecd
to the shivment of arms, accoutrenents, s2dlles and
bridles for nine trcops of cavalry vhose nemnbers had
purchased their own uniforms.33 Ko action was tzken in
New Brunswick, however, because of the widespread belief
thst there would be no wér, The il.embers of the Lxccutive
Council and of the Ligislaturc ¢ssurcd Colebrooke that
speci”l legisl~tion would be annroved if n.CCLSS2rY,

but thcy wanted to wait ind see b Feaceful settloerient of
the Orzcon question soon demnnstrat.d that they had been
wise not to be stenreded into hasty actionr and expenditurecs
(see para 25). :

L. It soon heczre the practice for the Licutenant-
Governor to approve recuests bv the Legislative Asscmbly
that the annuzl two davs' corranv drill be dispensed with,
Vhen the hssembly further requested in 1#60 that the day
of gener>l insrection richt also be ouitted, @ new
Licutensnt-Covernor, Sir Ddmund Head, raised veherent
ohjections against what would be the practical abelition




of thc militia:

The drill now c¢nforc.d by the Gencral
Inspection is, it mav he¢ seid, useless, It
is vexatious, in sort resrccts, without being
effeetive cither for discinl 1rb or instruction.

+ee any systen which leaves it @ natter of
cH01cL to thc asserbly yhether thev will,
r will not nry for the rmaintenence and

disci-line of 2 tolurably uffective iidlitia,
will nccceserily end in their being no such
forecc in existence. In timc of Peace the
irnedizite obivet of geving overbalances all
othcr consideraticns and vhen the necessity
for such a force arose, it corld not ke
crcatcd in 3 monent.

Ls it is now, it is redvced to the
I'ls.I‘_.bt \,_LLI.!.n +S e ...55

Cn 24 Februarv 1751 Head revorted that the Assembly
and gcncral vublic were not interested irp having an
officient nilitio: Mno lidlitia organized against

the wishes of peorle thuns-lves can be of valuce -

and that in »racticc: no lew of the kind could be en-
forced arainst uublic oninion."36 In conscaucnce he
did not raisi. scrious obicetions to the nilitiz hill
nassed bv the legislature in 1#54, and scnt it for
approvel to London. Bv susnending nost of the cleuses
of earlicr acts, it made the militia dormant. Only in
the cvent of an cricrgency could the Licutenant-Governor

revive lt.

L5, The scheduled visit of the Frince of 'ales to
North Amcrica in 1£60 wes the imnetus necded to create
volunteer rilitia units in New Brunswick. Formation
hegan durdng the late svimer of 1950 with ¢ach voluntecr
unit heing attachcd to a scdentsrv nmilitia reriment. The
ncw l.gislation uuthcr1.1vp VO‘Lntk;r% did not, however,
relate to the scdentary nilisia which continued dormant,3€
In thc srace of a fow wnnths the voluntecr riovenent grew
to one troop of cavalry, 1l compenics of artillery and Li
comn2nics of infantry. Yet enthus)asn ouickiv waned
followins; the Frince's visit ir Ausust 1860, Before the
end of the vear two companies of artillery znd four
cornanics of infantrv cessed thoir existence; the strength
of thu reniainder noticeably declined. Sufficicnt

tnfield rifled rnushets vere made availadle to the
continuing 1€50 voluntucrs, hut onlv about 1400 men were
trained to use them. These rmen helonged to scven arti-
llery &nd 30 riflc companies. For his rart, the
cormanding officsr of the 63rd Hegiront of Foot stationed
in the province had radc as manv instructors zvailable as
nossihlc .39

L6. The outbreak of the American Civil Var on
12 April 1861 led to another tens.. situation in anglo-
Ancurican relations, with reeriminations on both sides:

s
Northern rucruitiﬁgaguntq werc active in New Brunswick,
while Southern sympathisers in Britain werc urging that
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the Confideracy he given de jurc recognition. lajor-
Generz2l C., Hastings Dovlc wns denre=sed bv his inspection
trip to l'ew Brunswick shortlv after assuning cormend

of the Pritish troo—s in the maritime provinccs. There
were 25 artillorvien #nd 128 inf=ntrynen at Fredcricten,
but no other "ritish repulers in MNew Prunswick. According
to the verv forthrizht lettoer he 2 ddressed to the Scerctary

-

of Stzte for i2r on 27 Octobur 18061:

ith 30 fuw trooms at ny dismesel, 1

rust nzturalilv in ¢ se¢ of sudden invisio
' of these Frovinces for

_ sho:ld do sc in vain, for
it would b¢ nurerous, & altho!

nally officured, the' 2re generally
sncaking toc old for service (in soune
irstanccs from €0 to G0 yesrs of age),
erntirely unecru2inted with their duty,
totzlly irrorent of Drill, =2nd without
Edjutonts or Staff, so that » cousiderahle
period must clanse, with the srall ncens of

-

instruction availahlc, beforc this mass of

rmen cou’d he formed into working ordcr or
proterly discinlined, nor can this state of
affairs b rencdied, as the loeal legislatures
of the »rovinces have roereatedlr refused to
providc monevy for the nurvosc of Defince
f'.'l.-nl;r'? 11}{ sews .’-I-O

Licutenant=Governor A.H. Gorden of lew ‘runswick sub-
sequently accussd his Bxceeutive Council of usinus the
nilitia as & political foothall., The Lxecutive Council's
arpunent, that is should control the militia bYec~ougse it
voted 211 monevs, would rosult in all nilitis anrointnents
Yeing fillcd S moliticizns of the right persussion and
funds bheing diverted to natronage. Thae sovernnent had paid
the rent for drill halls in 1861, onlv for thosc cormanding
officers who supportcd the govermncnt.hl

r

=

L7. During the cold, winter davs of Jonuary,
Februarvy and fiarch 1862 the neonlc of liew Brunswick
assisted in the overlard rovenent of 6723 Rritish rcpulars
to Cansnda. Public buildings znd schools 2t Saint John were
1sed 28 tummorary barracks:; local volunteers did scentry
duty =2nd helped the regulars with their bagoage; local
lahour coi.structed and steffed overnirht halting places;
sleirhs werc hired fror local contractors; voluntair nolice
patrolled the route to discourare arv dissetisfied British
regulars frorm atterpting to descrt to the United States.b
Since the Trent AFff=ir had heun resoclved before the troons
hegan to rnove across lew Srunswick, thure was no necd to
orgenize # force of nrovincisl) cavalry to p:trol the
fronticr with Hainc. fAnnoved by the arrival of both

a British cavalrv officer, lajor F. Llliott, to organize
such # forcc, and the cavalry cquinment for 500 ren fror
Hzlifax, the Licuternsnt-Governor rirvortcd to London on 15
February that nonc of the inhahitants would ride horschack
in the niddlc of wintcr and that horses wire uselcss in
deep snow.h3 On the other hand, the cight drill scrgeoants
sent fror Great Britain to train voluntecr infantry units
were bhusilv cmnlowed.
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L, Tb ildtia Lct of 1862 provided that men
between the ages of Tf to L5 should b¢ cnrolled &s an
Active Lll_tlf and be mustered annually; thev were groured
seraratelv as hachelors, Widowers, and narried men. 41l
ren aged L5-60 were considered to belong to a sedentary
militia. About half of the 1553 volunteers lived in Saint
John. The rural population was too widelv disnersed to
pernit volunteer corns to he effective or even feasible,
and the Adjutant General of l1dlitia was convinced that the
small provincial grant niirht best he devoted to increasing
the nunber of urban corpms. Uniforms, as well &s arnms
and aprunition, were nov nrovided at public expense.hs The
Adjutant General renorted continued improver ent during
1863, particularly in the case of the six batterics of the
1

f.

New %runswlck Reginent of Artillery.45 The efficiency of
the seven corpanies of infantry at Saint Jol had been
greatly increased by cormb’ning then into ttalion.
Drills could bhe held onlv in the evenings buCﬁhSt rost
of thec voluntecrs were nechanics, hence the following
corment in the annuzal nilitia rerort:

":ﬁr

.«sthe Volunteers in Saint John would be
more efficient, if nore voung nen of a
different cl cs would foster thc movement
bv their nmrFon:J cxertions in hecoring
active renhers of the Companies. The
large bhody of clerks end those engafed

in stores who have rorc leisure 2nd

and larger neans then mechanics, are far
fror: followinr the rood exarnle set then
b+ the same cless of the Linglish porulation.
In Inglish towns it is this class that
forms the bulk of the Voluntcers, and
there is no rcason whv it should not be

so in the towns of llew 3runswick, with the
same result of improved hcalth, strength
and lovaltv.,0

In 186k the Adjutant Gencral of Ifilitis comnlained that
"Volunteers are too apt to neplect drill and cormcence their
musketry »ractice at once; the latter heing nuch more
interesting but not rorc uscful than the former."t7

L9, £ new ldlitis Act in 1265 decrecd that th
annual grant to individunl corns should bc¢ based on the
number of voluntcers who had attended not less than 15
dri]]e durins the nrecedineg six months. The 1791 voluntecrs
were now organized as four troons of cavalry, seven hattcries
oP foot 2rtillerv, one conpeny of engincers drilled as
infontry, and 21 cornrnies of infantry (including the six
coribincd as thc St. John Voluntecr Battalion). However, only
five of the eifght British drill serfeants rerained, so sore
units farcd better than others. The officers of 15 of the
hattalions of the Active Jdlitia, but not the men, drilled
rerularlv. Sore 634 of the 947 nen vho attended the Canp
of Instruction held at Fredericton from 5 to 28 Julv 1265
were untrained men of the =active rilitia; the camp stoff
and irstructors, howcver, belonged to either the Rritish
Army or volunteer rilitia.l? During 1966 the number of
voluntecrs incre2sed to 4099 officers and men, e€ven though
only 1473 could Ye considered to bec effeetives. There werc
now a reginent of cavalrv, consisting of svven troors, and
10 ?a-t:r1cn of artillerv, but still only one¢ corpany of
engineers and 21 comperdies of infantrv.49
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50. This wes the vear of Fenian alarns, when about
1000 volunteers of the New Brunswick Regpinment of Artillery,
the Saint John Voluntcer Battalion and the York and

Charlotte county militias were embodied for hetter than

three months' frontier service.?0 A Fenian concentration

at Calais and Freeport was broken up bv the Anerican

federal authorities during the third week in Aoril 1866, but
onlv after srall parties of Fenians hid m¢de two hit-and-run
raids apainst Indian Island, which was close¢ to their irrediate
objective of Campobello, and had sunk » coastal schooncr.
Small vessels of the Roval Navv continucd to patrol
Fassamaquoddv Bav and both British regul:rs and lNew Brunswick
volunteecrs rerained derloved along thc border, as for north

as loodstock, for severs]l weuks.5 The only untoward incident
was an alarr at St. Andrews when H. .5. Cordelia held a
midnirsht gun drill and firing practice. As the British

drill sergeant attached to the Saint John Volunteer Battalion
later recalled:

I had kept nv bed in the guard roon, so as
to be on hand in cnse of & turn-out during
the night. On the ni~ht in question, about 12
nidnight, on the¢ first gun being fircd, I took
the bugle, which I alwevs kept closc to me,
and imrediatelv sounded the "asscrnble." Before
five minutes every nen in the harracks was
rendv and fit for action. '.©c marched off to
our headquartcrs' post, where Colencl Andcrson
with the staff of the battalion was alrcady
assembled., Manv rerorts were nw raiscd, while
the man-of-war was firing off her guns, and it
was difficult to keep the men from loading
their rifles after Coloir el Anderson gave the order
to loose thc¢ nackares of amnmunition. UWhile
the battalion was forming readv for attack,
the artillery under Cantain Oshorn was not idle,
for thev had zlreadv attacked and fired at an
imaginarv encmy; but luckilv no harm was donce.
After about one¢ hour's waiting, Colonel Andcrson
ordered the force to return to their cuarters,
when evervthing was again quict; except such
worien and children as kent up their fears until
well into the following day.52

51. Although New Brunswick bhcesme an integral

part of the Dominion of Canada on 1 Julv 1867, the existing
nmilitia organization continued until thc¢ lerislation finaelly
passed bv the Canadian Parlizment on 22 liav 1862 took e¢ffect.
There was little of intercst in the provincial Adjutent
General's nilitiz revort for 1£67; thc voluntecrs numbered
2079 all ranks.>3

Prince LEdward Island

52. Fr- nch surrender of the fortress of Louisbourg
on 26 Julv 1757 to the British forces cormanded by Adnmiral
the Hon. Edword Boscawen and Major-Gencral Jecffrey Amherst,
also provided for the capitulation of Islec Saint-Jean. Ilost
of its Acadian inhabitants were subsecuently deported; a few
New Enrlanders arrived.l After St. John's Island becane a
separate province from Nova Scotia in 1769, its 270
inhabitants were joined by about 1,000 Lnglish and Scottish
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settlers. Since the island had been divided into lots

and granted to prorrietors for dcveloprent, these settlers
were lease-hold tenonts to ahsentee landlords, a fact
which was to dorinatc the historv of the island for the
period covered in this rencrt.

63 During the surmer and autumn of 1775 a

number of disillusioned scttlers enlisted in the Royal
Highland Enigrants and left for service against the

revolting American Colonics.3 The renaining inhahitants

of the island had never even heen assembled as a nmilitia,

so Charlottetown was defcnceless when two Anerican

privatecrs apoeared on 17 lovember. After plundering the
ovrincipal hores thev carried off the acting Governor,

Thilips Callbeck, #nd another member of the Bxccutive Council.h
General George Vashington, however, deplored this unauthorized
action, which could onlv darsge the smecrican causc norally,
and ordercd the rclease of the captives as soon as they

were broursht to his headquarters in Canbridge, I'2ssachusetts.?

54 . The defenceless state of St. John's Island,

and reported trezsonabhle utterances by sone of its

Acadian inhabitsnts, subscauently resulted in the recturned
acting Governor Callheck bormbrrding lia jor-Gencral Sir
'411)iam Howe at Halifax with anpeals for arms and military
storces for the 100 men he honed to rccruit for local dcfence. 6
Howe replied on 4 June, 1776, howcver, that Vice-Admiral Lord
Shuldham was sending 2 sloon to prot.ct Chf rlottetown and
instructing = fripgate fror: Quebec to keep the area under
serveillance. "As this is Judeed the most advisable
Expedient at nrescnt,” this letter continued, "and the

Cannon at Cherlotte Town, without an Lstiblished nost or

sone force, only affording a Temptation to the Rcbells to
disturh the peace of the Island, the Admiral at nv request,
has riven dirc¢ctions for bringing them away, and in
consequence of this Determination, the Conpany you intended
to raise becomes an unnecessary neasurc."?

55, Continued activities bv Arierican nrivateers

and the French declaration of war in 1778 resulted in

sccond thourhts. Another Cormmander-in-Chicf of the British
Arnv in lNorth America, Lieutenant-Cencral Sir Henry Clinton,
transferred lajor Timothv Hierlihv's five companics of
nrovincials fror: Cape Breton to Charlottetown, where they
arrived on 16 July 1778.2 By this time Callbcck had gone
ahead and raised a local company consisting of himself s
captain, threc other officcrs and 44 mcn; but an attenpt

to increase its strength by recruiting in Newfoundland met
with indiffc.rent success, since most of the 70 contracted nen
changed their minds and disarpeared before a ship was
available to transrort ther to Charlottetown.9 A small
batterv wrs again erected at Chirlottetown. In nid-August

of 1772 thc crews of another two American privateers landed
at St. Peter's and werc able to make off with two schooners
before either the brigantine H.1..S. Cabot or a dctachment of

provincial troops could get there.l0 During June, 1779 a
. second small hattcrv of guns was added to the defences of

Charlottetown.ll

56. On 28 June 1720 Govcrnor Waltcr Patterson

finally returned to his rost, aftur five vears' absence
in England. The short-lived enthusiasm engendcred by his
return resulted in a militia bill being finally ar—roved
bv the Legislative Assenblv. According to this Militia
Act, "all neole Persons, Plenters and Inhabitants, and
their Servants, between the ages of Sixtecn and Sixty,
residing in, and belonging to this Island"” were to be
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enrolled in companies.l2 Lach manwas obligeted to

rrovide hirself with # firearr and attend ¢ regimental nuster
twice a vear. Governor Patterson wrote to London on 30 July,
howcver, that he would do nothing to organize a rilitis until ¢
surrlv of ruskets should be reccived.l3 In a subsccucnt
letter to the nilitarv commander at Halifax, Patterson

arpued that, if the British CGovernnent would nay for the
construction of & networ!: of roads, and supply sufficient
arns and arnunition, it should be nossible to relv completely
cn the militia for defence of the island. Furthermore, since
the best wav to ensurc heing left alonc wes to appear
unimportant, he recormended that the eristing garrison

at Ch'rlottetown should be reduced.lil

T+ The recuest for arrs and ammunition was granted.
Thesc were forwarded from Halifax during the early summer
of 1781, along with orders to withdrew Ilnjor Hierlihy's
five cor.renies as soon a&s it should rrove possible to
increasc Captain Callbeck's companv to 100 men.l5 Not
onlv was such an aurfrentation imnossible, but man+ of its
continuing 32 rant and filc were too old or infirm for any
active service.l6 Still the nossibility of dangcr was
steadily becoring less. 4 strength return of 23 January
1783 showed the Charlottetown garrison as being onlyv cight
officers and I10O_other ranks of the provincial corps of
King's Rangers.l7

58 The post-war garrison of Charlottctown wes two
companies of TBritish regulsrs, detached froi: one of tge
infantrv repiments of the line stationed at Halifrx.l
Sincc there was no conccivahle donger so long as units

of the Roval Navv werc¢ hased on Halifax, and the vouthful
United States nosscssed no n2val force whatsoever, the
Lerislature of St. John's Island merely rcnewed its
existing Militia Act whencver it exrired. Lovalist
ncweoners and other settlers who decided to remain on the
island, as tenant farmcrs when freeheold land was availahlc
to them elsewhere, were cnrolled as nilitisncn but given
no training.

59. Following the outhreak of war with Revolutionary
France in 1793 the two ¢ mpanie¢s garrisoning Chrrlottetown
were withdrown (see pare 9). Naturally Licutcecnent-Governor
Edmund Fanning was rerturbed.l9 Henry Dundas, the Scerctary
of State rcsrvonsible for hoth the war and nost North
American affairs, ignored Fanning's suggestion of 20 April
that the British regulars night be rorlaced by a garrison
of locally raised »rovincial troons or feneihlcs, which
should function as &€ mohile rcserve rather than attennt
to man cxnensive fortifications.20 On 10 August Dundas
wrote that arris and armunition were being dispatched for the
nilitia, who should be capahle of repelling anv predatory
raid.21 There really was little to worry about, bcecause
Brigadier-Gencral James Ogilvie's Halifax parrison had
effected a peaceful occupation of the French colony of Szint-
Fierre-ct-iiouclon in June, to rrevent its beccoming a French
base for nrivateerine, and the French navv was terporarily
disorganized because most of its best officers had bheen
rurged hy the Revolution.
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60. In a letter dated 1 December 1793, however,
Fanning exnressed the hope that companies of the provincial
resiments newlv raised in MNew Brunswick or Nova Scotia might
bec ordered to St. John's Island irn the swring, since the
militia could not be exrected to rerform military service
during the planting season.??2 Instead Dundas authorized
Fanning, in a letter datced 5 Fcbruary 1794, to raisc a
two=-company vrrovincial corns not excecding 200 men from
arong the inhabitants, with the usual pronortion of officcrs
and sergeants. Although avppointed cormandant, Fanning

was to receive neither pay nor cmoluments. Conpany officers
were to be sclected from among those on the British Army's
half-pay list. Lach officer was exvected to recruit a
specified ouota of men, cven though this increased the
possibility of old men and mere bovs being enlisted. A1l
the other ranks were to rececive the same pav and scale of
clothing as regulars, but their area of service was restricted
to St. John's Island.23 1In addition to the z2uthorized levy
moncy of two guineas, Fanning's recruiting noticc of 12 hLay
offered 100 ncres of land to 211 who enlisted before 1
November 179L4.:2L Sufficicent 1land had becn re-rosscssed

frorn nroprietors to make such frechold grents nossible and
this was o real inducermcnt for tenant farmers. JTct
Fanning's corps never seers to have nchieved morc than half
of its authorized strength at any onc time. lorecover,

manv of the men continued working on their own land, or that
of their officurs, lcaving the cctunl gerrison duties to the
30 or more¢ men recruited in Newfoundland.25 The pay

of these lnst scems to have been kept permanently in arrears,
possibly as 2 dcterrent against desertion.

61. Fanning's letter of 20 April 1793 had advised
Ifr« Dundes that thc¢ militia was organized on piner into
thrce battalions, but that there were rractically no arms
or accoutrements availahle, Althoursh therc hod alwrvs heen
a "general opposition" to A militia, Fonning considered
that the inhabitants were loval and would relly to defend
the island against any inveder,.26 During the autumn of
1793, 200 stand of zrms and 2 quantity of snall orns
ammunition arrived frorm Hnlifax, with the promisc that
sori¢ artillerv would follow, Vhen no danger materialized,
the inhabitants soon lost any inturcest they might have
momentarily taken in the militin.27 One militis nuster,
which the Lieutenant-Gov.rnor attended in Prince County
in September 1797, wns revorted to the British Government
by an antagonistic proprietor ns follows:

The people being warned attended the
Huster and their anpearance was a Burlesque
upon anvthing that was cver called a 1iilitia;
out of ahout 300 men not morce than § ur Six
had Huskets, and thcy were so rusty tlat
they were unfit for Scrvice and some of the
rest had sticks,

¥hen the Muster Roll wss called and
some names were inserted that was not in
it before the len were disrissed 2nd told
that thev mirht go to their own houses.28
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62, The general peace resulting from the Treaty
signed at Amicns on 27 Iarch 1702 was sufficient to effect

a reduction in British garrisons in North Amcrica and thc
dishandnent of the several ~rovincial corrs.”9 Thus Prince
Edward Island was dcefenceless when war between Britain

and France broke out £new on 16 llay 1203, cxcert for 2

"small ~nd disvers'd Bodv of unarm'd and undisciplin'd
Militia",30 Licutenant-General Honrv Bowver could smare

from Halifex only a2 subaltern, sergeant, two cornorals,

one bugler nnd 12 orivates of the 60th tor Royal American)
Reginent of Foot for dutv on Prince Edward Islond. Such

a detachment, Bowver admitted, w.s sufficicnt only to

prevent its scat of government being "insulted" by vrivatecrs
or other raiders.3l The Duke of York, Commander-in-Chief

of the British Lrmy, authorized the formation of fencible
regiments for each of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Canoda, but hc wisely refrained from making

any attempt to raise anothcer unit in thc thinly populated
Prince Edward Island. During the sunner of 1804, however,

a companv of the Nova Scotia Fencibles took over garrison duties
at Charlottctown, A yvear later, it was renlaced by a conpany
of the Roval Newfoundland Regiment of Fencible Infantry, 2
when that unit traded stations with the Nova Scotia Fcneibless
In Junc 1808, No. L4 Company of the New Brunswick Fencibles
becane the garrison of Frince-Edward Island. There was a
change in title in 1210, when the New Brunswick Fencibles

was teken on the repgular British establishment as the 10Lth
Regiment of Foot. According to the anprccicrtion of the
military situation in North America made bv lLieutunant-

Gen ral Sir George Prevost for the Sccretary of State for

Var and the Colonies on 18 lMay 1¢12:

The Islands of Cape Breton & Prince
bdward Island, dependencics of the British
Rorth American Provinces, arc garrisoned
by srall Dctachnents of Troops stationed
at the principal Tovn in cach but their
Vorks of defcence arc so insirFnificent
as to be unworthv of ohscrvation; nor docs
their militia anount to any considerable
number deserving to be notieced.33

63. Followines the outhreck of wir with the United
States on 18 June 1812 Lieutenont-Governor J.F.l.. DesBarres
supgested raising = fencible corns of 500 men. In view

of what had happened earlier, however, the Duke of York
rejected this provosal. He thought thot the militia

should be able to contribute sufficicntlvy to the dufence

of thc island and that anv inhabhitents interested in
pilitery service clscwherc rmight enlist in existing corps.3d
During the rrevious winter the island had been visited by
recruiting parties for the Glengarry Light Infantry
Fencibles being organized in the Canadas; sinilar parties
returned during the following winter to seck reinforcementse.

6. Since Prince¢ Edwerd Island enjoyed no sizable
tradc with the United St7tes nnd was rerote, the nrovince
continued 2 ouiet backwater, with its tenant farners
mainlv intcrested in their perennial dispute with the
landlords and their agents.35 Vhen a new Lieutcnsint-
Governor, Charles D. Smith, rcached Charlottctown on

2L July 1213, he found most of the militia still in a
"most undiseiplined State" and without an Insmecting Field
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Cfficer fron the British Army to supervise training .36

Smith had nmanared to obtain sormc 8rms when he hed stopped

off at Halifa» en route, but no firther troors. The stock
answer to 211 such recuests wns that "Sir John Sherbrooke will
alwevs afford such assistancc 2s nav He neccssary for defence
of P.L. Island but the exigencivs of the service in N. Lnerica
require thot the Troons should not be pleced in situations
where there is but little nrosrect of attack."37

65 Dr: stic reductions to thc strength of the

British Arnv following the rcturn of neace, resulted in the
Charlottetown rarrison being rcduced to merelv a subaltern's
cormand in 121#. Vhen it wes proposed to remove c¢ven this
token force early in 1219, lLicuteéennnt-Governor Smith protested
vehernently. His letter of 22 Februsry argucd that the
isleand's rcguler gerrison never had been adequate for what it
was cxrected to do: thet is, guard government stores, enforce
the Navigotion Acts and other British legislaticn, and provide
2id to the civil nower if called on.38 The real reason for
Smith's protust, which would be re-echoed by successive
licutenent-povernors whencever @ British Government

sugrested the garrison's withdrawal, was 2 resl fear thet

the widesnread agitation for frechold tenure of land niight
cause serious disorders. Thus the tiny garrison of British
regulers continued as notcnti»l s2id to the civil rower,
generally as an under-streneth cornany of one of the

infantrv repginents stotioned in Halifax.

66. The one day of annurl troining prescribed for
the militi» weas considered to be a1l thatl was necess? ry.
Actuallv the authorities must havt been relieved that there
were no nmuskets available for issue to the FMilitia. "That
force in this Island," Lieutennnt-Covernor Sir Henry

Vere Huntlev would later revort, "although cfficient

in numbers, I regret to s&v has ncver been so in any

other resvect, the resources of the Colony being unegual
to meet the exnpenses of clothing, arming, or cven of
nroperlv training the men; the Militis has in conscquence
received little nore attention than that comrrized in an
annunl lustern, and as careful a selection of persons to
fill the situations of Officers as the state of the
Community has rermitted."39

67. Agitation over the land qucstion in 1843 caused
Lieutenant-Governor Huntley to rcquest 2~ second conmenv of
infantry and artillerymen fror lMajor-Genersl Sir Jereniah
Dickson, who was cormanding at Halifax. According to this
letter of 27 Iarch, large hodies of men were meet ng in
King's Countv to administer illegal oaths, and to threaten
the lives of neighbours who refused cither to collaborate or
to leave. One man's horie hed already been burned. b0 4

further and more¢ anxious appeal for help by Licutcnant-Governor
Huntlev, dated 17 April, caused Major-CGeneral Dickson to

order a licutensant, one scrgeant and 20 ronk and file to
Cherlottetown.;kl On 29 liav Huntlev replicd that this reinfor-
cercnt should "demonstrate the determincotion and disposition”
of the British Government to "snopressdisaffection #nd

disorder here."42
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62. Although militarily useless, and left at £0C

rank and file followine the decertion of 20 men in the
sinrle year 1719, a regular rarrison continued at
Charlottetovn.k The British Government did, however,
threaten to withdraw the garrison unless the number of
deserters was greatly curtziled.*4 In Prince Edward

Island most farrers were too poor to want to hide away

a deserter as a hired man and he was likelv to be turned

in to the authorities for the five pounds reward money
unless luckv enough to be married to a local girl whose friend
would help to smuggle them both awav in a visiting

American fishing hoat, After advising the Secretary of
State for Var and the Colonies in this vein, lLieutenant-
Governor Sir Arbrose Bannerman wrote on 9 Aoril 1852 that
it would »e most inexpedient to withdraw the repgular troops
at this time. The I'ilitia Act passed bv his Legislature in
1#51 had eliminated even the one day of annual muster,
excent in time of war, civil commotion or other emergency.
Furtherrore " on anv emergencv, in all probability of an
Agrarian nature, thev are the last force I should dream of
emploving on such occasions. The number which are liable
to he enrolled arounts to ahove 8000 and two hundred old
serviceable flint muskets, are all the arns at my disposal
in this Colonv'45

69. Yet Bannerman had been unwise enough to turn down

a reauest from about 50 citizens who wanted to form a company
of volunteeﬂg, an action which caused consternation at the
Var Office. So seldom were inhahitants of anv colony
interested in their own defence that it was felt any offer of
service should be accepted. Therefore the Secretary of

State for Var and the Colonies ordered Banncerman to change
his mind, while the Board of Ordnance sunplied 100 rifles

"on loan" to Prinpce Bdward Island for use by such volunteers
as should agree to serve for two vears and drill un to 20
davs annuallv, The British Government was very anxious to
get the few British regulars withdrawn, but it would first
be glad to give a volunteer movement a chance to develop.

70. The arguments of the Lieutenant-Governor and the
Jl.egislature against the withdrawal of the British garrison
could now be reduced to the single one of reluctance to

hire an adequate police force. DEarly in 154 the Assembly
passed a bill to employ 14 policemen, jbut this neasure was
rejected by the Legislative Council.z‘ Since the British
Army needed all the troops it could muster for the Crimean
Var, the cormpanv of the 76th Regiment of Foot left Charlotte-
town without replacement late in 1254,

TLs By derrees the enthusiasm of the volunteers, who
had initially provided their own uniforms, declined because
there was no vigable need for their existence. On 25 July
1859 Lieutenant-Governor Ggorge Dundas wrote to the Duke of
Newcastle, now Colonial Secretary, that the "iiilitia of the
Colonv exists only in name. Two Brass Field Guns have been
perrmitted to remain a2t Charlotte-Town, and in connection
with them there is @ handful of irregular volunteers, which
has, however, dwindled down into a number, only just
Sufficient to Serve these two guns, on the occasion of firing
a Salute.%49

72, By this time the British Government was becoming
increasingly perturbed by the helligerent attitude of the
smperor lanoleon III of France and Sir 'illiam Fenwick

Villiams, the British Armv's Lieutenant-General Cormanding
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in North /nerica, visited Prince Ldward Islfnd to rmake

a plan for its defence. 1illirms recormended the installation
of large runs for the defence of Cherlottetown against cnemy
warshins, the provision of a few punners to men them

and of 2 corpanv of oldur soldicrs to instruct local
volunteers. Licuten nt-Governor Dundas was T rticulsrly
intercsted in the last sugeostion and requested pernission
fror. the Coloninl Secrctery to form volintecr rifle
conmanies or cluhs in epulation of the popular mevencnt

that was then sweepning Great Britnin.50 hpproval was
quickly giver and on 25 Cctober 1959 the first shiprient

of rifles arrived = t Charlottctown fror British Armv stocks
held 2t Ouebee Citvl.51 A total of 1,000 rifles wou‘%

be nrovided os a gift to the Provincial GovUrnnunt.5

73. Bv earlv April, 1860 there were ten “efficignt
cormenics of Volunteer Rifles™ in Frince Ldward Island.

On 1L liav the Liecuten-nt-Governor wrote the Colonial
Secretury that upwards of 1,000 voung men had expressed 7
desire to serve in volunteer corpanics. In order to
capitalize on this enthusiasm, which was direcctly related

to the pending visit of the Prince of Viales to each of the
seporate nrovinces of British North 4ncrica, the Licutenant-
Governor rcmiested the services of proner drill instructors
and an officcr to serve as cormandant. Military veterans
among the island's inhabitants were nostly too old to be
canshle instructors and more help was necded than the
reeently reccived ten copics of iliodel Rules for the
Organization of Voluntcir Corns" in Great Britain. His
letter ndded that three conranies might be trained as
artillerv, if guns could be nrovided for the defence of
Chsrlottctown, Georgetown and Summorside.54 The Wer Office
in London rcfused to nrovide guns for a province where

there were no regular troons, but the Cornandcr-in-Chicf

of the British Army dircctcd thnt en officer and three or four
drill sergeants right bhe sunt fronm Hrlifax if the Egovincial
Government would vnrovide their pav 2nd allowances. Captein
V'.8. Marson of the 63rd Regiment snd four non-comnissioned
officers who had becn on sirilar duty in Few Brunswick wercy
selected.56 The Rritish Governrent also rrovided 50 sets
light cavalrv nccoutrercnts for the corps of rilitia

cavalrv scheduled to e scort the Prince of Valcs during his
visit to Prince Ldw rd Island.57

7L . Following the outbreak of the hmerican Civil

Var in Aoril, 1861, the lepislstive Asscnbly passed a
resolution exnressing "docp sorrow, and regret that actual
hostilitics hove cormenced between the Northern and

Southern Scetions of the Unitud Strtes of hmerica."5¢

The Trent AFfrir did not occasion nearly us nuch e¢xeitenent
as it did in ncarby New Brunswick, which had the Statc of
l'nine on its westirn border, but the Iicutens nt-Governor

w+s able to remort to the Colonial Sceretsry on 21 April
1262 thnt 16L3 o ficers and nen were enrolled as voluntecrs,
and that nore could bc recruited if wean»ons were irmredio tely
rnade availsblec.59 His Legislature had voted < 266:13:L

for raintunnncc of the local volunteer forcc during 1862,
but this was not cnough and members of most rural corps were
too noor to ray for their own unifroms and ecquipment. Since
Prince Bdw-rd Island wns the only self-governing colony
without 2 British garrison, Dundas thought that the British
Governrent should helrn out financislly by raving for
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accoutrerents and arrunition. Othervise he was afraid that
the volunteer force would "degenerate into a few isolated
Corns, for want of the little assistance, which is
indisnensahle to its welfare.®0The Scerctarv of State

for "ar accented ¥his arrsument and advised the Colonial
Secretarv as follpvs:

Th¢ insignificrnce of F.L.Isl. (whe is hardly
fit to be treated as a senarate cormunity) &
the fact that she costs the Imp. Govt. nothing
for Troo~s, are sufficient reasons to rniv mind,
for recormendine the ar (ffice to cornly with
this arrlicatinn.tl

75 The Lieutenant-Covernor was ahle to ~o ahead

with his plens for expansion and the volunteers were
organized into ¢ “»rir:de of three regiments. Command of
this Volunteer Brigade was given to Colonel John Hamilton
Grav, a native son who hacd served as a cavalry officer in
the British Armv fror: 1931 to 152 and was now a menber of
the Legislative Assembly. In the following vear Colonel
Grav also becare Trime liinister of Prince Ldward Island.
Durine the summer of 1864 he was husv with »renarations for
the Charlottetovm Conference, of which he was to serve as
chairman. Farmers were finding it a short surmer for
harvesting and fisherrien were equally busv so onlv 677
volunteers HYothered te devote a vhole dav to the annual
insrection reouired of eech unit. The licutengnt-Covernor's
report to the Colonial Secrctarv was vhresed in an anologctic
tone, and he emnhasized that the whole question of defence
would have to be roviewed hy the Provincial legislature vhen
the nronosals for a Confeder-tion of British North hmerica
came up for dﬁscrssion.62 Defence was not an important local
issue, as it wes in Canada however, and Confeccration was
rejected

76. During three weel's of Januarv-Fehruarv 18€5 a
rilitarv school was conducted at Charlottetovii by a newly
aopointed Adjutant General of liilitia for 33 all ranks

of the volunteers. Instruction was given hv a sergesnt

of the 17th Foot despatched from Halifax for the purvose.
Volunteer strength for the year was 756 officers and men;

11¢ of thesc were "unavoidahlv ahsent" from the annual insvect-
icn.63  New legislation of 11 liay 1£6€ revived the rilitia:
henceforth volunteers and other nen under the ¢ ge of LS vears
would cormrise an active rilitia; older men would be enrolled
on paper as a sedentarv militia. nNilitary schools vere held
at Charlottetown, Georgetown and Summersidc to train officers
of the active militia, conving the example of liova Scotia
(see para 27). British drill sergeants sunervised the
rudimentarv drill given 2L61 ranks of active militia; these
were organized as two commanies of mounted rifles, tuwo
artillery cornanies and 33 infantrv corpanies, but only 1627
men were issued with arms and accoutrements. The Adjutant
Ceneral, hovever, was not immressed by the result:

Shortly after assuminr the duties of mv office,
I tool the orrortvnity of insmecting the
Companies then formed, and found them totally
ignorant of the first rudiments of a soldier's
instruction. The old menbers had mostly dropped
off, and though there were in cach Comp2ny a few
men who had been drilled, this number was so
small (about 60 anonsrst the three town Companies
numbering unwards of 310 men) that whatever
knowledge thev nossessed was lost in the great
ma joritv gho had received no instruction
whatever .0k
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Training continued, but the Ldjutant Gencrzl considored
thot onlv the voluntecrs could be elassed #s cffectives.b5
In 177C there vwas onlv a annu-l muster of the 12,543

active militia. The nine continuing compsnics of
volunteers hed a strength of onlv 442 all ranks and their
officers werc finding it difficult to enforce discinrline.06
Intcrest in the rmilitia continued to decline, helned by

the fact thot ncgotiations had becn resunicd towards having
Frince Ldward Island enter the Can~disn Confederation.

77« Princce Cdward Island becot ¢ Concda's seventh
province on 1 Julv 1873, but lilitrrv District No. 12 wes

not authorized until 19 June 1¢7L. Colonel John Horilton
Grav, who received the ervointrent of Deputy Adjutsnt General,
wis not instructed to form active pilitics units until he
reccived a lotter fron Ottawe dated 23 hpril 1975, " I

wos rnet with ruch heésitation on the vort of the ponulation
coning forw: rd to voluntecr,"” Gray subseauentlv rerorted,
"the emplovers in the towns intirmating to the voung ncn in their
service that thev would be disch rred if ¢hsent from their
erpgagericnts for twelve devs in cenrp, while in the rural
districts the inhabitants bheing chiefly smell landholders,
ruch dist stc was cxpressed at the prospect of having to

leave their fornms end live stoc!s for so rany davs without
their oversight."67 Onlv sneecirl avthorzatdon to perforn

all of the training at comrany headquirtcers ensbled hin to
enroll 5! officcrs #nd 640 other ranks.bf

Conclusion

78, By this tinme thc continuing volunteer nilitia
in Nove Scotia and llew Brunswick were absorbed into the
Canadian rilitia organization created by 31 Vict., cap.
XI of 22 May 18#62 and this storv is concludud.

79. This Report was written by Dr. J. Mackay Hitsnan.
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