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Data Reports are produced regionally but are numbered and indexed nation
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listing of these publications and the last number issued under each title are pub
lished in the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, Volume 38: 
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Ces rapports servent de vehicule pour Ia compilation et Ia diffusion des don
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En general, les rapports contiennent des donnees brutes ou analysees mais ne 
fournissent pas d'interpretations des donnees. Ces compilations sont preparees le 
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PREFACE 

These catalogues are produced by the Data Assessment Division at the 
Institute of Ocean Sciences and the Regulatory and Native Affairs Division at 
the Freshwater Institute. Joint government and industry contract projects 
have catalogued marine data sets, their focus being mainly on oceanography and 
fisheries. Data quality appraisals are included to ass.ist in establishing the 
useful ness of given data for particular analyses or purposes. The ratings 
also determine the confidence that can be placed on interpretations 
incorporating those data. 

The appraisals will assist in establishing priorities for incorporating 
the most useful data in the national Marine Environmental Data Service (MEDS) 
archives. Additional uses of the catalogues include the provision of the best 
available resume of marine data sources for research planning, environmental 
assessments, land use planning, regulatory approvals and operational 
procedures. 

In the past, the pace of offshore development activity has emphasized the 
need to review the sufficiency and suitability of available scientific 
information for design, regulatory and planning purposes. The review is a 
three-stage process: 1) compilation and appraisal of the existing data sets; 
2) analysis of the suitability of existing data sets for contributing answers 
to questions of concern; and, 3) analysis and interpretation of datc;t and 
estimation of scientific confidence in the answer to the particular question. 
This whale catalogue for the Northwest Passage represents part of the results 
of the first stage. 

Brian Smi 1 ey and Larry de lVI arch 
Scientific Editors 
Arctic Data Compilation and Appraisal 

Series 
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ABSTRACT 

Norton, P., L. de March and B.D. Smiley. 1987. Arctic 
Appraisal. Volume 13. Northwest Passage: Biological 
1820 to 1984. Can. Data Rep. Hydrogr. Ocean Sci. 5: 
244 p., Part 2, 487 p.). 

Data Compilation and 
Oceanography-Whales, 

(Vol. 13, Part 1, 

This volume is one of a group of catalogues designed to compile and 
appraise marine data sets for the Canadian Arctic. For user convenience, the 
group has been organized with its subject matter divided into three general 
disciplines: physics, chemistry and biology. The Arctic has been arbitrarily 
divided into seven geographical areas incorporating, where possible, major 
oceanographic regions. The format throughout has been structured to 
facilitate comparison among subjects and regions. With such a large 
undertaking, it is not possible to provide all reports at once. Therefore, 
catalogues which are presently available in the series are indicated-on the 
inside back cover of each volume. 

Data collection is a continuing process and further updates of the 
catalogues are planned. Readers are requested to submit corrections and 
additions by writing the issuing establishment. Such corrections will be 
incorporated in on-line computerized data set listings and will be 
continuously available upon request. 

SOMMAIRE 

Norton, P., 1. de March and B.D. Smiley. 1987. Arctic 
AppraisaL Volume 13. Northwest Passage: Biological 
1820 to 1984. Can. Data Rep. Hydrogr. Ocean Sci. 5: 
244 p., Part 2, 487 p.). 

Data Compilation and 
Oceanography-Whales, 

(VoL 13, Part 1, 

Le present volume f~it partie d'un groupe de catalogues destines a 
compiler et a evaluer les series de donnees marines sur !'Arctique canadien. 
Pour plus de commodite, la question traitee est structuree en trois grandes 
disciplines: physique, chimie et biologie. L'Arctique a ete divise 
arbitrairement en sept regions geographiques qui englobent autant que possible 
les grandes regions oceanographiques. Les catalogues sont presentes de fa~on 
a faciliter la comparaison entre les sujets et les regions. Le domaine est si 
vaste qui'il est impossible de fournir tous les catalogues en une seule fois. 
Les catalogues de la serie actuellement disponibles sont indiques a la fin de 
chaque volume a l'interieur de la couverture. 

La collecte des donnees est un processus permanent et il est prevu de 
mettre a jour les catalogues par la suite. Les lecteurs sont invites a 
soumettre par ecrit les corrections et les additions a l'etablissement 
auteur. Ces corrections seront traitees en direct sur ordinateur et 
incorporees aux listages qui pourront etre obtenus sur demande. 



(vi ) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The authors wish to acknowledge the many peop 1 e who contributed to the 
preparation of this report, including, Dave Thomas (Seakem Oceanography Ltd.) 
and Kerry Finley (LGL Ltd.) who provided thoughtful suggestions regarding the 
rating system, George Floyd (Arctic Sciences Ltd.) who designed the computer 
database and mapping system, and ESL Environmental Sciences Ltd. who digitized 
and plotted the computer-drawn maps. Information and assistance were received 
from 1\lli chael Kingsley, Rob Stewart, Tom Strong, and Patt Weaver (Freshwater 
Institute), Larry Dueck (University of Manitoba), Ed Mitchell and Gary Sleno 
(Arctic Biological Station), Bill Koski and Peter l~cLaren (LGL Ltd.), and 
Keith Hay (Dep. of Fisheries and Oceans). Irene Sipila did an excellent job 
of word-processing the manuscript. L. Giovando (Institute of Ocean Sciences) 
proofed the manuscript. 

Funds for this work were provided by NOGAP (Northern Oil and Gas Action 
Plan), Dept. of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and Dept. of 
Fisheries and Oceans. 



(vii ) 

ARCTIC DATA COMPILATION AND APPRAISAL 

VOLUME 13 - PART 2 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE: BIOLOGICAL OCEANOGRAPHY - WHALES 

1820 to 1984 



- 245 -

9. MAPS 

Survey coverage maps a·re organized. chronologically, by year {I.D. 
numbers) and bimonthly i nterva 1 s, starting with January-February. Separate 
maps are used for different types of surveys. Summary maps, showing all the 
survey locations for all the time intervals, are included for data sets with 
more than one map. 
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10. INDEXES 

This section contains five indexes to the data sets. Data sets are 
listed in chronological order by I.D. number within each index. Index 10.1 is 
organized according to the geographic areas sampled. Areas are listed in 
alphabetical order. Each data set is listed for each area indicated for that 
data set in Data Inventory Table 1. 

Index 10.2 is according to study method. The study methods are given in 
alphabetical order by platform (ie., aircraft, ice, shore, vessel) followed by 
methods which do not utilize a platform (ie., hunters• interviews, field 
examination of harvested whales, incidental reports) and then a listing of 
data sets for which no method has been specified (NS). 

Index 10.3 is according to species. Species are given in the same order 
as listed in Data Inventory Table 1. Each data set is listed for each species 
indicated for that data set in Data Inventory Table 1. 

Index 10.4 is according to measurement. Measurements are given by 
categories and are in the same order as 1 i sted in Data Inventory Tab 1 e 1. 
Each data set is 1 i sted for each measurement indicated for that data set in 
Data Inventory Table 1. 

Index 10.5 contains the references based on each data set and the form, 
availability, and location of the original data. If known, the person to 
contact is indicated. Addresses for the institutions indicated are given in 
Appendix·2. 
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BW = bowhead whale 
KW = killer whale 
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N = narwhal 
WW = white whale 
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APPENDIX 1 

REMARKS BY DATA SET NUMBER 

This appendix contains brief comments specific to one 
~orne are general comments about the entire study; others 
comments to tne "Rating" column of Data Inventory Table 2. 
comments about a particular data set are given in the data 
that data set is not listed in this appendix. 

or two data sets. 
are supplementary 

If a 11 pertinent 
inventory tab 1 es, 
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03-0004 

Low (1906) contains additional information on bowhead morphometries, 
movements, and behaviour not listed in the data inventory tables because this 
information was probably obtained outside the Northwest Passage area's 
boundaries. 

21-0001 

Where and how whale data were collected is not indicated in Degerbol & 
Freuchen ( 1~35), so subjective judgment was used in fi 11 i ng out the data 
tables. Some information on narwhals indicated in the data inventory tables 
may have been obtained outside the area's boundaries. Information on white 
whale age, reproduction, food, movements, and behaviour not listed in the data 
inventory tables may have been obtained within the area. 

38-0012 

The sighting of a large school of "porpoise" seen in Admiralty Inlet on 
September 14, l93H is not indicated in this data set because the species was 
not clearly indicated. 

40-0010 

Farrar (1955) and Larsen (1Y67) give different accounts (both of species 
and number of whales) of the whale entrapment by ice on August 29, 1942 near 
!)ell ot Strait. 

46-0003 

Species of carcass may have been identified using only information on 
size. 

54-0036 

fvJair (1954) is only available in poor quality microfiche. This data set 
may contain information in addition to that given in the data inventory 
tab 1 es. 

55-0039 

The only study method indicated in Banfield (1955) is reconnaissance 
aerial survey; the information listed in the Data Inventory Tables 1 and 2 
could be from incidental reports. 
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57-0020 

The observation period may have been continuous; however, Tuck ( 1~57) 
inaicates counts were made for 15 minutes/hour and then extrapolated on days 
when many marine mammals were seen. 

74-0116 

Some of the transect numbers 1 i sted in the tab·l es are not indicated on 
the maps. 

Finley and Renaud (1980) indicate that information on age, sex, 
movements, and behaviour were recorded, but no details are provided. 

78-0108 

A third observer was present during most of the surveys so the data 
include the information needed to calculate observer variability. 

78-0110 

Bowhead periotics and white whale skulls were collected, but no details 
on specific measurements obtai ned are provided. rv1i tchell ( 1980) questions 
whether or not the behaviours seen (unspecified) were mating behaviours. 

7Y-UU67 

A third observer was present during most of the surveys so the data 
include the information needed to calculate observer variability. 

79-0110 

A third observer was present during most of the surveys so the data 
include the information needed to calculate observer variability. 

79-0111 

A third observer was present during most of the surveys so the data 
include the information needed to calculate observer variability. 

82-0104 

In some instances, species can not be indicated for some of the calls 
because both narwhals and white whales were in the same area. 
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APPENDIX 2 

ADDRESSES OF INSTITUTIONS HAVING ORIGINAL WHALE DATA 
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Arctic ~iological Station 
Uep. of fisheries & Oceans 
55b St. Pierre Blvd. 
Ste-Anne de Bellevue, Quebec 
HYX 3R4 

Canadian Wildlife Service 
5320-122nd Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 3S5 

Dep. of Fisheries & Oceans 
P.O. Box 5667 
St. Johns, Newfoundland 
A1C 5X1 

Freshwater Institute 
Dep. of Fisheries & Oceans 
501 University Crescent 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3T 2N6 

Hudson • s Bay Company Archives 
Hudson•s Bay House 
77 IVtai n Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C 3H1 

LGL Limited 
22 Fisher Street 
P.O. Box 457 
King City, Ontario 
LOG 1KU 

University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 
U.S.A. 
72701 

University ·Of fvlanitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3T 2N2 
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