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Abstract …….. 

In the Spring of 2011, DRDC-CORA approved agility funds to study the demographics and other 
relevant socio-economic factors in order to determine the potential for political violence and 
regime change in the Middle East. This report establishes the timeline (history of events) of social 
upheaval and the behaviour of the different political actors in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) countries in order to facilitate objective analysis of the political outcomes as of June 30, 
2011. The DRDC CORA scientist responsible for the project is Dr. Anton Minkov. 

Résumé …..... 

À l’automne 2011, RDDC CARO a approuvé des fonds de gestion agiles en vue d’étudier les 
données démographiques et les autres facteurs socio-économiques pertinents pour déterminer les 
possibilités de violence politique et de changements de régime au Moyen-Orient. Le présent 
rapport établit la séquence (la chronologie des évènements) des bouleversements sociaux et le 
comportement des divers acteurs politiques des pays du Moyen-Orient et de l’Afrique du Nord 
(MOAN) de manière à faciliter l’analyse objective des résultats politiques en date du 30 juin 
2011. Le scientifique de RDDC CARO chargé du projet est M. Anton Minkov. 
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Executive summary  

Middle East and North Africa Events Timeline: January 2011-
August 2011  

Ivan George Koupenov; CSA: Anton Minkov; DRDC CORA CR 2012-258; 
Defence R&D Canada – CORA; November 2012. 

Introduction or background: In the Spring of 2011, DRDC-CORA approved agility funds to 
study the demographics and other relevant socio-economic factors in order to determine the 
potential for political violence and regime change in the Middle East. The DRDC CORA scientist 
responsible for the project is Dr. Anton Minkov. 
 
Results: This report establishes the timeline (history of events) of social upheaval and the 
behaviour of the different political actors in the MENA countries in order to facilitate objective 
analysis of the political outcomes as of June 30, 2011. 

Significance: The data provided by the report was used in a research study on the socio-political 
and economic indicators that contributed to the rise of collective political violence (CPV) and in 
strategic orientation exercises on the MENA region, organized by SJS. 
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Sommaire ..... 

Middle East and North Africa Events Timeline: January 2011-
August 2011  

Ivan George Koupenov; CSA: Anton Minkov; DRDC CORA CR 2012-258; R & D 
pour la défense Canada – CORA; Novembre 2012. 

Introduction ou contexte : À l’automne 2011, RDDC CARO a approuvé des fonds de gestion 
agiles en vue d’étudier les données démographiques et les autres facteurs socio-économiques 
pertinents pour déterminer les possibilités de violence politique et de changements de régime au 
Moyen-Orient. Le scientifique de RDDC CARO chargé du projet est M. Anton Minkov. 
 
Résultats : Le présent rapport établit la séquence (la chronologie des évènements) des 
bouleversements sociaux et le comportement des divers acteurs politiques des pays du MOAN de 
manière à faciliter l’analyse objective des résultats politiques en date du 30 juin 2011. 

Importance : Les données du rapport ont été utilisées dans une étude de recherche sur les 
indicateurs économiques et sociopolitiques qui ont contribué à l’essor de la violence politique 
collective (VPC) et des exercices d’orientation stratégique dans la région du MOAN par l’EMIS. 
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1 Introduction 

At the beginning of 2011 a major social upheaval took place in a number of countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. The turmoil had the potential to change the 
balance of power in the region, and to impact global security. In the Spring of 2011, DRDC-
CORA approved agility funds to study the demographics, and other relevant socio-economic and 
political factors in order to determine the potential for continued political violence and regime 
change in the Middle East. The DRDC CORA scientist responsible for the project was Dr. Anton 
Minkov. The first stage of the project involved gathering data about the events unfolding in the 
MENA countries. This report captures this particular work stage, which was performed under a 
contract with Royal Military Collage.  

The MENA countries falling in the scope of this data gathering stage were Algeria, Bahrain, 
Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, and Yemen. 
Turkey, Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Israel, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar and the UAE were excluded 
based on the project requirements. 

This contractor’s report is based on open sources research and involved gathering data about the 
political actors (regime/ regime supporters, protestors, security forces, international actors) and 
their behaviour, as well as casualties’ figures. 

The report establishes the timeline (history of events) of the social upheaval and the behaviour of 
the different political actors in the MENA countries in order to facilitate objective analysis of the 
political outcomes as of June 30, 2011. 

The data provided by the report was used in a major research study on the socio-political and 
economic indicators that contributed to the rise of collective political violence (CPV).1 
Consequently, the methodology developed by the latter study was utilised in several strategic 
orientation exercises on the MENA region, organized by Strategic Joint Staff.   

                                                      
1 Anton Minkov, Peter Tikuisis, “The Political and Socio-Economic Origins of the Arab Uprisings: A 
Trinomal Probability Analysis,” in Michael Hudson, Fahed Al-Sumait, ed., Conceptualizing the Arab 
Uprisings: Origins, Dynamics and Futures (forthcoming) 
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2 Algeria 

2.1 Major Protests 

January 3-10th saw major protests in Algiers and its surrounding neighbourhoods. Protests had not 
been uncommon in Algeria during the past years but a sudden inflation on food prices 
significantly contributed to nation-wide demonstrations during this one-week period. In the 
following weeks, into the beginning of February, cases of Algerians attempting to self-immolate 
themselves were reported on practically a daily basis. February 12th began another series of 
intense demonstrations. The resignation of Hosni Mubarak in Egypt raised protestor morale. 

2.2 Concessions 

On February 22nd Abdelaziz Bouteflika announced that the Algerian government will conduct 
constitutional reforms with a pro democratic aim. The Algerian cabinet lifted the 19-year state of 
emergency on February 24th. Finally on April 15th Bouteflika announces a guarantee for a fair 
election process and promises to reform the information law. 

2.3 Casualties 

Eight deaths were reported. 

 
See Annex A for the complete Algeria Timeline 
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3 Bahrain 

3.1 Major Protests  

Demonstrations begin February 14th, 2011 with thousands of citizens protesting for greater 
human rights. Prior to the demonstrations King Hamad offers 1,000 Bahraini dinars to every 
family. On the 17th of February, 2011 police perform a night-time raid on protestors gathered at 
the Pearl Roundabout in Manama. The majority Shia-based population takes this as a hostile 
move by the Sunni monarchy, shifting the focus of the demonstrations to anti-government 
protests. The remainder of February is marked by heavy clashes between protestors and 
authorities. King Hamad offers several concessions in February; appointing an official day of 
mourning for killed protestors as February 25 and removing the ministers of housing, water and 
electricity. On March 14 Bahrain receives 1500+ troops from allied countries. On March 15 King 
Hamad declares a state of emergency, and between the 16-18 March the Pearl monument is 
destroyed and the roundabout is cleared of protestors. The state of emergency is lifted on June 1st 
with minor demonstrations for representative government taking place subsequently.  

3.2 Concessions  

The Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry is appointed to investigate the conflicts in 
February and March 2011. The National Dialogue is established to aid and promote openness in 
political discussion.  

3.3 Casualties 

Approximately 42 deaths, >1000 injured and >800 detained during given period 

 
See Annex B for the complete Bahrain Timeline 
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4 Egypt 

4.1 Major Protests 

The most intense protests took place from January 25th, increasingly worsening until Hosni 
Mubarak’s resignation on February 11th. Protests were nationwide, with hundreds of thousands 
of protestors gathering in Cairo, Suez and Alexandria despite curfews and communication blocks. 
Mubarak offered numerous concessions before resigning, dismissing his whole cabinet, but 
protestors were not quelled until he gave up his power.  Once the government was dissolved and 
the Egyptian Military took power, weekly Friday protests were held in Tahir Square from March 
until July. Since the Egyptian Military took over many protestor demands have been met.  

4.2 Concessions 

Mubarak’s former party the NDP has officially been dissolved and its assets and property have 
been seized by authorities. Mubarak, his family and his former government are currently being 
prosecuted for corruption, crimes against humanity and numerous other crimes based on their 
actions leading to and including the 2011 protests. 

4.3 Casualties 

In total, an estimated 846 people are reported dead and 6,467 injured.  

 
See Annex C for the complete Egypt Timeline 
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5 Jordan  

5.1 Major Protests 

Protestors numbering in the thousands took to the streets after Friday prayers from January 28th 
going on until July, with the largest concentration in the capital Amman. The Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Islamic Action Front and other opposition parties were among the chief 
organizers of these rallies. Significant protests occurred on the Fridays of January 28, February 4-
25th, and on March 25th. 

5.2 Concessions 

King Abdullah dismisses Jordanian P.M. Samir Rafai and the remaining cabinet on February 2nd. 
He reappoints the former P.M. Marouf al-Bakhit and includes members from the opposition in the 
new cabinet. On March 15th he forms a National Dialogue Committee to discuss a means of 
bringing more democracy to Jordan. The committee includes opposition and leftist members. 

5.3 Casualties 

A total of two deaths occur due to the protests. Hundreds of injuries of civilian and security 
forces. 

 
See Annex D for the complete Jordan Timeline 
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6 Kuwait  

6.1 Major protests  

The largest rallies were held February 18-19 in Kuwait’s capital. These protests demanded more 
rights for Bedouins, people without citizenships. Much of the protests were calmed by the end of 
March when the Kuwaiti cabinet resigned. 

6.2 Concessions 

The resignation of the cabinet on March 31st.  

6.3 Casualties 

Dozens of injuries, no deaths are reported. 

 
See Annex E for the complete Kuwait Timeline 
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7 Libya 

7.1 Major protests 

From February 15th to March 17th there are an unknown number of casualties as anti-government 
forces clash with authorities. Rebel forces fight with Gadhafi’s supporters for control of the 
Mediterranean coast. On March 17th the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973 is 
adopted sanctioning foreign intervention for the protection of Libyan citizens. The United States, 
UN and the EU impose arms embargos on Libya and freeze assets belonging to Gadhafi and his 
associates. NATO and coalition forces of Europe and the Middle East intervene to help rebel 
forces overthrow the loyalists. By the 22nd of August Gadhafi’s loyalists are pushed out of the 
major cities and control is assumed by rebel and coalition forces. 

7.2 Concessions 

None. The international intervention resulted in the overthrow of Gadhafi, seizure of key cities; 
notably Tripoli and Benghazi, and the foundation of the National Transitional Council. 

7.3 Casualties 

Deaths: 30,000, Injuries: 50,000 

 
See Annex F for the complete Kuwait Timeline 
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8 Morocco 

8.1 Major protests 

Large protests were held on Sundays between February and June, beginning on February 20th, 
the official first day of protests. Protestors organized demonstrations through Facebook, taking to 
the streets across Morocco. The largest protests were held in Rabat and Casablanca where 
thousands of people gathered in demand of political reforms. Initially police did not intervene and 
allowed protests to take place. Protests on March 13th and Man 22nd were met with some 
violence from police.  

8.2 Concessions 

King Mohammed of Morocco offers several constitutional reforms by separating some of his 
powers. The prime minister is chosen as head of the government, giving him authority that was 
previously held by the King. The P.M. shall be elected by the people and has the authority to 
appoint ministers and dissolve parliament. The referendum for the constitutional reforms was held 
on July 1st and won with a 98% vote in favour. King Mohammed also reduced the sentences of 
nearly 200 political prisoners in an appeal from protestors to eliminate corruption. 

8.3 Casualties 

A total of 6 deaths and 100+ injuries are reported between February and July. 

 
See Annex G for the complete Morocco Timeline 
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9 Oman 

9.1 Major Protests 

Protests began mid-January and were initially peaceful as officials allowed demonstrations be 
carried out. By the end of February however, security forces had been called to take greater action 
against demonstrators as they were responsible for social unrest. By May the protests had 
generally been subdued due to significant financial concessions from the Sultan. 

9.2 Concessions 

Financial concessions, creations of 50,000 new jobs, reshuffling of cabinet ministers. 

9.3 Casualties 

Deaths: 2-6 protestors; Injuries: 20; Detained: >100s 

 
See Annex H for the complete Oman Timeline 
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10 Saudi Arabia 

10.1 Major protests 

Protests of several hundred people were held in Jeddah, Qatif and other cities from February 
through early March. Security forces grew less lenient on protests and limited protests in Qatif 
and Riyadh for a short while. On March 10th three protestors were injured by gunfire during an 
illegal demonstration in Qatif. After Saudi intervention in Bahrain, many Saudis from the Shiite-
majority Qatif demonstrated against the Peninsula Shield Forces intervention. 

10.2 Concessions 

King Abdullah made numerous financial concessions aimed at addressing the demand for social 
improvement. Totalling $130 billion, this package includes loans for home buyers, salary 
increases for state employees, funding to offset high inflation rates and funding for students 
abroad. King Abdullah also announces municipal elections for September 22nd. These elections 
are strictly for males but females will be permitted to vote in the 2015 elections. 

10.3 Casualties 

2 deaths 

 
See Annex I for the complete Saudi Arabia Timeline 
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11 Syria 

11.1 Major protests 

Protests began January 26 when a Syrian civilian self-immolated himself in protest against the 
government. Protests spread nation-wide with significant concentration in Damascus and Deraa. 
Syrian security forces responded to demonstrations with strong military action killing and 
injuring many protestors. As has been done among other revolting countries, Syrians took to the 
streets every Friday after noon prayers in demand of political change. 

11.2 Concessions 

End of emergency law and reshuffling of cabinet are among the most prominent concessions 
resulting from the unrest. 

11.3 Casualties 

Deaths- 3000+ protestors; 1000+ security forces; Injuries: Several thousand protestors and 
hundreds of security forces; Detained: 10,000+ protestors  

 
See Annex J for the complete Syria Timeline 
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12 Tunisia 

12.1 Major Protests 

Major protests succeeded the self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi. Unrest is caused by a 
combination of factors including poverty, unemployment, corruption and lack of political 
freedoms. Tunisian President Ben Ali is ousted on January 14th and a state of emergency is 
declared. Protests continue despite the formation of a coalition government which includes 
opposition members. Demonstrations continue throughout February demanding the ousting of all 
former RCD members. Prime Minister Ghannouchi resigns February 27 and on March 9 the RCD 
is dissolved. 

12.2 Concessions 

Removal of President Zine El Abidin Ben Ali and Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi, 
disbandment of the State Security Department, assembly elections, and the termination of the 
RCD and liquidation of its assets.  

12.3 Casualties 

Deaths- 200+ protestors, injuries- 94 protestors, arrests- many activists, web bloggers and a 
rapper are among those detained in relation to the uprisings.  

 
See Annex K for the complete Tunisia Timeline 
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13 Yemen 

13.1 Major Protests 

Relatively peaceful marches were staged in Yemen between January and March. Violent 
reactions from security forces prompted international action from the GCC. Several times 
President Saleh refused to sign to the conditions proposed by the GCC calling him to step down 
from office. From April onward tribal forces joined the opposition movement adding a military 
aspect to the protests. The situation is still ongoing. 

13.2 Concessions 

Promises by Saleh to not run for re-election, resignations of members of ruling party, shift of 
power to Vice-president Mansur al-Hadi 

13.3 Casualties 

Deaths: 1500+ protestors; Injuries: 1000+ 

 

See Annex L for the complete Yemen Timeline 
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