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CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

INTRODUCTION 

The CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 are a description of 
all features and information shown on a Canadian Topographic map produced 
by the Collections Management and GeoInformation Division (the former 
Centre for Topographic Information Ottawa) of Natural Resources Canada 
since 2009. This includes a definition of each map feature, instructions on 
how each feature is compiled and a description of the cartographic symbols 
used to represent each map feature. Also described in this document is how 
"non feature" information is to be depicted on a Canadian Topographic map. 
This information includes the map legend, scale, border and grid as well as 
notes describing the magnetic declination, map projection and contour 
interval.  

This publication is often referred to as the CanTopo Specs and provides the 
user with a comprehensive description and illustration of all features and 
information portrayed on a Canadian Topographic map at a scale of  
1:50 000. 

Before 2009 the 1:50 000 Topographic maps produced by Natural Resources 
Canada used the National Topographic System (NTS) Polychrome Map 
Standards and Specifications. 

http://geoscan.ess.nrcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/starfinder/0?path=geoscan.fl&id=fastlink&pass=&search=R%3D290255&format=FLFULL
http://geoscan.ess.nrcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/starfinder/0?path=geoscan.fl&id=fastlink&pass=&search=R%3D290255&format=FLFULL
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Administrative Boundary Limite administrative Landforms

Aerial Cableway, Ski Lift Téléphérique, remonte-pente Culture

Airport, Airfield Aéroport, terrain d'aviation Transportation

Alluvium Alluvion Hydrography

Approximate Contour Courbe de niveau approximative Relief

Area Outline Limite de surface Culture

Arena Aréna Culture

Armoury Manège militaire Culture

Boat Ramp Rampe de mise l'eau Hydrography

Border (text) Cadre (texte) Text

Border and Information in the Border Cadre et information située dans le cadre Border, Grid & Surround

Boundary (text) Frontière et limite (texte) Text

Bounded Area Zone délimitée Boundaries

Breakwater Brise-lames Hydrography

Bridge, Trestle Pont, chevalet Transportation

Bridge: Draw, Lift, Moveable, Swing Pont : basculant, levant, mobile, tournant Transportation

Building Bâtiment Culture

Built-up Area Agglomération Culture

Cabin Cabine Culture

Camp Camp Culture

Campground Terrain de camping Culture

Canada Wordmark Mot-symbole Canada Border, Grid & Surround

Cart Track, Winter Road Chemin de terre ou d'hiver Transportation

Catalogue Catalogue Border, Grid & Surround

Causeway Chaussée Transportation

Cave Caverne Landforms

INDEX FEATURES 
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Cemetery Cimetière Culture

Chimney Cheminée Culture

City Hall Hôtel de ville Culture

Clearance Tower Tour de dégagement Culture

Coast Guard Station Station de la garde côtière Culture

Communication Tower Tour de communication Culture

Community Centre Centre communautaire Culture

Conduit Canalisation Hydrography

Conduit Bridge Pont de canalisation Hydrography

Contour Notes Notes relatives aux courbes de niveau Border, Grid & Surround

Control Tower Tour de contrôle Culture

Control Valve Valve de contrôle Culture

Correctional Institute Établissement correctionnel Culture

Court House Palais de justice Culture

Covered Bridge Pont couvert Transportation

Customs Post Poste de douane Culture

Dam Barrage Hydrography

Dam Carrying Road Barrage portant une route Hydrography

Depression Contour Courbe de cuvette Relief

Disappearing Stream Cours d’eau disparaissant Hydrography

Domestic Waste Déchet domestique Culture

Domestic Waste Depot Dépôt de déchet domestique Culture

Educational Building Bâtiment d'enseignement Culture

Electric Facility Installation électrique Culture

Elevation Altitude Text

Esker Esker Landforms

Exposed Shipwreck Épave émergée Hydrography

Falls Chutes Hydrography
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Farm Lane Chemin de ferme Transportation

Fence Clôture Culture

Ferry Route Traverse Transportation

Fire Station Caserne de pompiers Culture

Fire Tower Tour d'incendie Culture

Fish Hatchery PisciPlanimétrie Culture

Fish Ladder Échelle à poissons Hydrography

Fish Pound Viviers dans l'eau Hydrography

Footbridge Passerelle Transportation

Ford Gué Transportation

Fort Fort Culture

Geographical Boundary Limite géographique Landforms

Geographical Boundary Unsurveyed Limite géographique non arpentée Boundaries

Glacial Debris, Moraine Débris glaciaires, moraine Landforms

Glacial Feature (text) Élément glaciaire (texte) Text

Golf Course Terrain de golf Culture

Grain Elevator Élévateur à grains Culture

Grid (text) Quadrillage (texte) Text

Heliport Héliport Transportation

Highway Interchange Échangeur routier Transportation

Highway Route Number Numéro de route Transportation

Historic Site, Point of Interest Lieu historique ou d'intérêt Culture

Hospital Hôpital Culture

Hydrographic Feature (text) Élément hydrographique (texte) Text

Image Panel Cartouche de l'image Border, Grid & Surround

Index Contour Courbe de niveau maîtresse Relief

Index to Adjoining Maps Tableau d'assemblage des cartes adjacentes Border, Grid & Surround

Industrial Building Bâtiment industriel Culture
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Industrial Solid Depot Dépôt de solide industriel Culture

Intermediate Contour Courbe de niveau intermédiaire Relief

International Boundary Frontière internationale Landforms

Island Île Hydrography

Landform (text) Forme de terrain (texte) Text

Laneway Entrée Transportation

Legend Légende Border, Grid & Surround

Liquid Waste Déchet liquide Hydrography

Lock Écluse Hydrography

Lodging Gîte Culture

Logo and Federal Signature Logo et signature fédérale Border, Grid & Surround

Lookout Belvédère Culture

Lumber Yard Parc à bois débités Culture

Magnetic Declination Déclinaison magnétique Border, Grid & Surround

Man Made Feature (text) Élément anthropique (texte) Text

Map Identification Identification de la carte Border, Grid & Surround

Marina Marina Culture

Medical Centre Centre médical Culture

Mine Mine Culture

Municipal Hall Salle municipale Culture

Museum Musée Culture

Navigation Beacon Balise de navigation Culture

Navigation Light Feu de navigation Culture

Obstacle in Water Obstacle dans l'eau Hydrography

Oil or Gaz Facility Installation pétrolière, gazière Culture

Palsa Bog Tourbière à palse Hydrography

Parliament Building Édifice du Parlement Culture

Permanent Snow and Ice Neige et glace permanentes Landforms
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Pingo Pingo Landforms

Pipeline: Gas Pipeline de gaz naturel Culture

Pipeline: Multi-use Pipeline à utilisation multiple Culture

Pipeline: Oil Pipeline de pétrole Culture

Pit: Clay, Gravel, Sand Glaisière, gravière, sablière Culture

Place Name Nom de lieux Text

Police Station Poste de police Culture

Portage Portage Transportation

Power Transmission Line Ligne de transport d'énergie Culture

Production Notes Notes de production Border, Grid & Surround

Projection and Datum Projection et système de référence Border, Grid & Surround

Provincial or Territorial Boundary Limite provinciale ou territoriale Boundaries

Provincial or Territorial Boundary Unsurveyed Limite provinciale ou territoriale, non arpentée Boundaries

Provisional Map Carte provisioire Border, Grid & Surround

Quarry Carrière Culture

Radar Antenna, Radio Telescope Antenne radar, radiotélescope Culture

Railway Station Gare ferroviaire Culture

Railway Turntable Chemin de fer : plaque tournante Transportation

Railway Yard Gare de triage Transportation

Railway: Abandoned Chemin de fer : abandonné Transportation

Railway: Multiple Tracks Chemin de fer : voies multiples Transportation

Railway: Single Track, Siding, Passing Track Chemin de fer : voie unique, d'évitement,  de dépassTransportation

Rapid Transit: Rail Transport rapide : voie ferrée Transportation

Rapid Transit: Road Transport rapide : route Transportation

Rapids Rapides Hydrography

Recreational Boundary Limite récréative Boundaries

Religious Building Bâtiment religieux Culture

Reservoir Réservoir Hydrography
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Road Hard Surface: 2 Lanes Route revêtement dur : 2 voies Transportation

Road Hard Surface: Less than 2 Lanes Route revêtement dur : moins de 2 voies Transportation

Road Hard Surface: More than 2 Lanes Route revêtement dur : plus de 2 voies Transportation

Road Loose Surface: 2 Lanes or More Route de gravier : 2 voies ou plus Transportation

Road Loose Surface: Dry Weather Route de gravier : temps sec Transportation

Road Loose Surface: Less than 2 Lanes Route de gravier : moins de 2 voies Transportation

RocksInWater Rochers dans l'eau Hydrography

Rocky Ledge, Rocky Reef Barre rocheuse, récif Hydrography

Ruins Ruines Culture

Sand Sable Landforms

Satellite Tracking Station Station de poursuite de satellites Culture

Scale Échelle Border, Grid & Surround

Seaplane Anchorage Mouillage d'hydravions Transportation

Seaplane Base Hydrobase Transportation

Senior Citizens Home Résidence pour personnes âgées Culture

Shopping Centre Centre commercial Culture

Shore Feature (text) Élément côtier (texte) Text

Silo Silo Culture

Ski Area, Ski Jump Station ou tremplin de ski Culture

Slip, Drydock Cale, cale sèche Hydrography

Snowshed Paravalanche Culture

Sports Track, Drag Strip Piste de course, d'accélération Culture

Sportsplex Centre sportif Culture

Spot Elevation Point coté Relief

Spring Source Hydrography

Stadium Stade Culture

Station: Ranger or Warden Poste de garde forestier ou garde de parc Culture

Stockyard Parc à bestiaux Culture
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Feature Name French Equivalent Category

Street: Hard Surface Rue : à revêtement dur Transportation

Street: Loose Surface Rue : de gravier Transportation

String Bog Tourbière réticulée Hydrography

Submarine Cable Câble sous-marin Culture

Surround Habillage Text

Tank Citerne Culture

Title Block Cartouche du titre Border, Grid & Surround

Toll Péage Transportation

Trail, Portage Sentier, portage Transportation

Transportion (text) Transport (texte) Text

Tundra Polygons Polygones de toundra Landforms

Tundra Ponds Étangs de toundra Hydrography

Tunnel Tunnel Transportation

Underground Reservoir Réservoir souterrain Hydrography

UTM Grid Quadrillage UTM Border, Grid & Surround

Wall Mur Culture

Water Tank Citerne d'eau Culture

Waterbody, Shoreline Plan d'eau, littoral Hydrography

Watercourse Cours d'eau Hydrography

Wetlands Terres humides Hydrography

Wharf, Pier Dock Quai, jetée Hydrography

Wind-operated Device Éolienne Culture

Wooded Area Région boisée Vegetation

Zoo Zoo Culture
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Aéroport, terrain d'aviation Airport, Airfield Transport

Agglomération Built-up Area Planimétrie

Alluvion Alluvium Hydrographie

Altitude Elevation Texte

Antenne radar, radiotélescope Radar Antenna, Radio Telescope Planimétrie

Aréna Arena Planimétrie

Balise de navigation Navigation Beacon Planimétrie

Barrage Dam Hydrographie

Barrage portant une route Dam Carrying Road Hydrographie

Barre rocheuse, récif Rocky Ledge, Rocky Reef Hydrographie

Bâtiment Building Planimétrie

Bâtiment d'enseignement Educational Building Planimétrie

Bâtiment industriel Industrial Building Planimétrie

Bâtiment religieux Religious Building Planimétrie

Belvédère Lookout Planimétrie

Brise-lames Breakwater Hydrographie

Cabine Cabin Planimétrie

Câble sous-marin Submarine Cable Planimétrie

Cadre (texte) Border (text) Texte

Cadre et information située dans le cadre Border and Information in the Border Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Cale, cale sèche Slip, Drydock Hydrographie

Camp Camp Planimétrie

Canalisation Conduit Hydrographie

Carrière Quarry Planimétrie

Carte provisioire Provisional Map Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Cartouche de l'image Image Panel Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

FEATURE INDEX
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Cartouche du titre Title Block Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Caserne de pompiers Fire Station Planimétrie

Catalogue Catalogue Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Caverne Cave Formes du terrain

Centre commercial Shopping Centre Planimétrie

Centre communautaire Community Centre Planimétrie

Centre médical Medical Centre Planimétrie

Centre sportif Sportsplex Planimétrie

Chaussée Causeway Transport

Chemin de fer : abandonné Railway: Abandoned Transport

Chemin de fer : plaque tournante Railway Turntable Transport

Chemin de fer : voie unique, d'évitement,  de dépassement Railway: Single Track, Siding, Passing Track Transport

Chemin de fer : voies multiples Railway: Multiple Tracks Transport

Chemin de ferme Farm Lane Transport

Chemin de terre ou d'hiver Cart Track, Winter Road Transport

Cheminée Chimney Planimétrie

Chutes Falls Hydrographie

Cimetière Cemetery Planimétrie

Citerne Tank Planimétrie

Citerne d'eau Water Tank Planimétrie

Clôture Fence Planimétrie

Courbe de cuvette Depression Contour Relief

Courbe de niveau approximative Approximate Contour Relief

Courbe de niveau intermédiaire Intermediate Contour Relief

Courbe de niveau maîtresse Index Contour Relief

Cours d’eau disparaissant Disappearing Stream Hydrographie

Cours d'eau Watercourse Hydrographie

Débris glaciaires, moraine Glacial Debris, Moraine Formes du terrain
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Déchet domestique Domestic Waste Planimétrie

Déchet liquide Liquid Waste Hydrographie

Déclinaison magnétique Magnetic Declination Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Dépôt de déchet domestique Domestic Waste Depot Planimétrie

Dépôt de solide industriel Industrial Solid Depot Planimétrie

Échangeur routier Highway Interchange Transport

Échelle Scale Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Échelle à poissons Fish Ladder Hydrographie

Écluse Lock Hydrographie

Édifice du Parlement Parliament Building Planimétrie

Élément anthropique (texte) Man Made Feature (text) Texte

Élément côtier (texte) Shore Feature (text) Texte

Élément glaciaire (texte) Glacial Feature (text) Texte

Élément hydrographique (texte) Hydrographic Feature (text) Texte

Élévateur à grains Grain Elevator Planimétrie

Entrée Laneway Transport

Éolienne Wind-operated Device Planimétrie

Épave émergée Exposed Shipwreck Hydrographie

Esker Esker Formes du terrain

Établissement correctionnel Correctional Institute Planimétrie

Étangs de toundra Tundra Ponds Hydrographie

Feu de navigation Navigation Light Planimétrie

Forme de terrain (texte) Landform (text) Texte

Fort Fort Planimétrie

Frontière et limite (texte) Boundary (text) Texte

Frontière internationale International Boundary Frontière et limites

Gare de triage Railway Yard Transport

Gare ferroviaire Railway Station Planimétrie
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Gîte Lodging Planimétrie

Glaisière, gravière, sablière Pit: Clay, Gravel, Sand Planimétrie

Gué Ford Transport

Habillage Surround Texte

Héliport Heliport Transport

Hôpital Hospital Planimétrie

Hôtel de ville City Hall Planimétrie

Hydrobase Seaplane Base Transport

Identification de la carte Map Identification Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Île Island Hydrographie

Installation électrique Electric Facility Planimétrie

Installation pétrolière, gazière Oil or Gaz Facility Planimétrie

Légende Legend Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Lieu historique ou d'intérêt Historic Site, Point of Interest Planimétrie

Ligne de transport d'énergie Power Transmission Line Planimétrie

Limite administrative Administrative Boundary Frontière et limites

Limite d'aire désignée Area Outline Planimétrie

Limite géographique Geographical Boundary Frontière et limites

Limite géographique non arpentée Geographical Boundary Unsurveyed Frontière et limites

Limite provinciale ou territoriale Provincial or Territorial Boundary Frontière et limites

Limite provinciale ou territoriale, non arpentée Provincial or Territorial Boundary Unsurveyed Frontière et limites

Limite récréative Recreational Boundary Frontière et limites

Logo et signature fédérale Logo and Federal Signature Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Manège militaire Armoury Planimétrie

Marina Marina Planimétrie

Mine Mine Planimétrie

Mot-symbole Canada Canada Wordmark Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Mouillage d'hydravions Seaplane Anchorage Transport
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Mur Wall Planimétrie

Musée Museum Planimétrie

Neige et glace permanentes Permanent Snow and Ice Formes du terrain

Nom de lieux Place Name Texte

Notes de production Production Notes Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Notes relatives aux courbes de niveau Contour Notes Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Numéro de route Highway Route Number Transport

Obstacle dans l'eau Obstacle in Water Hydrographie

Palais de justice Court House Planimétrie

Paravalanche Snowshed Planimétrie

Parc à bestiaux Stockyard Planimétrie

Parc à bois débités Lumber Yard Planimétrie

Passerelle Footbridge Transport

Péage Toll Transport

Pingo Pingo Formes du terrain

Pipeline à utilisation multiple Pipeline: Multi-use Planimétrie

Pipeline de gaz naturel Pipeline: Gas Planimétrie

Pipeline de pétrole Pipeline: Oil Planimétrie

PisciPlanimétrie Fish Hatchery Planimétrie

Piste de course, d'accélération Sports Track, Drag Strip Planimétrie

Plan d'eau, littoral Waterbody, Shoreline Hydrographie

Point coté Spot Elevation Relief

Polygones de toundra Tundra Polygons Formes du terrain

Pont : basculant, levant, mobile, tournant Bridge: Draw, Lift, Moveable, Swing Transport

Pont couvert Covered Bridge Transport

Pont de canalisation Conduit Bridge Hydrographie

Pont, chevalet Bridge, Trestle Transport

Portage Portage Transport
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Poste de douane Customs Post Planimétrie

Poste de garde forestier ou garde de parc Station: Ranger or Warden Planimétrie

Poste de police Police Station Planimétrie

Projection et système de référence Projection and Datum Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Quadrillage (texte) Grid (text) Texte

Quadrillage UTM UTM Grid Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Quai, jetée Wharf, Pier Dock Hydrographie

Rampe de mise l'eau Boat Ramp Hydrographie

Rapides Rapids Hydrographie

Région boisée Wooded Area Végétation

Réservoir Reservoir Hydrographie

Réservoir souterrain Underground Reservoir Hydrographie

Résidence pour personnes âgées Senior Citizens Home Planimétrie

Rochers dans l'eau RocksInWater Hydrographie

Route de gravier : 2 voies ou plus Road Loose Surface: 2 Lanes or More Transport

Route de gravier : moins de 2 voies Road Loose Surface: Less than 2 Lanes Transport

Route de gravier : temps sec Road Loose Surface: Dry Weather Transport

Route revêtement dur : 2 voies Road Hard Surface: 2 Lanes Transport

Route revêtement dur : moins de 2 voies Road Hard Surface: Less than 2 Lanes Transport

Route revêtement dur : plus de 2 voies Road Hard Surface: More than 2 Lanes Transport

Rue : à revêtement dur Street: Hard Surface Transport

Rue : de gravier Street: Loose Surface Transport

Ruines Ruins Planimétrie

Sable Sand Formes du terrain

Salle municipale Municipal Hall Planimétrie

Sentier, portage Trail, Portage Transport

Silo Silo Planimétrie

Source Spring Hydrographie
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Feature Name English Equivalent Category

Stade Stadium Planimétrie

Station de la garde côtière Coast Guard Station Planimétrie

Station de poursuite de satellites Satellite Tracking Station Planimétrie

Station ou tremplin de ski Ski Area, Ski Jump Planimétrie

Tableau d'assemblage des cartes adjacentes Index to Adjoining Maps Cadre, quadrillage et habillage

Téléphérique, remonte-pente Aerial Cableway, Ski Lift Planimétrie

Terrain de camping Campground Planimétrie

Terrain de golf Golf Course Planimétrie

Terres humides Wetlands Hydrographie

Tour de communication Communication Tower Planimétrie

Tour de contrôle Control Tower Planimétrie

Tour de dégagement Clearance Tower Planimétrie

Tour d'incendie Fire Tower Planimétrie

Tourbière à palse Palsa Bog Hydrographie

Tourbière réticulée String Bog Hydrographie

Transport (texte) Transportion (text) Texte

Transport rapide : route Rapid Transit: Road Transport

Transport rapide : voie ferrée Rapid Transit: Rail Transport

Traverse Ferry Route Transport

Tunnel Tunnel Transport

Valve de contrôle Control Valve Planimétrie

Viviers dans l'eau Fish Pound Hydrographie

Zone délimitée Bounded Area Frontière et limites

Zoo Zoo Planimétrie
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FEATURE SPECIFICATIONS 

In this Section, there is an individual page for each feature which includes the following: 

Category 
Feature Name 
French Equivalent 
Definition 
Cartographic Symbol 
Size 
Text  
Colour 
Instructions 
Historical Notes 
Validity Date 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Border, Information in the Border Cadre, information située dans le cadre 

Definition This feature includes: 

Neatline 
Line that encloses the detail of the map 

Frame 
Line outside of the map and parallel to the neatline 

Latitude Values 
Angular distance expressed in degrees and minutes that specifies the north-south position 
of a point on the Earth's surface from the equator 

Longitude Values 
Angular distance expressed in degrees and minutes that specifies the east-west position of 
a point on the Earth's surface from the prime meridian (Greenwich) 

UTM Grid Values (blue and brown) 
For definition of UTM grid, see Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) Grid page 

Number of Townships and Ranges of Dominion Land Survey (DLS) System 
The Dominion Land Survey (DLS) is the method used to divide most of Western Canada 
into one-square-mile sections. Sections on their east-west orientation are numbered as 
townships. Sections on their north-south orientation are numbered as ranges. 

Identification Example Font 
Frame N/A 

Neatline N/A 

Longitude and Latitude Values 
(geographic coordinates) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Townships and Ranges 5 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Eastings and Northings  
(complete values, main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and Northings 
(complete values, 
overlapping grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, along 
the border, main grid) 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, along 
the border, overlapping grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, inside 
map, main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Colour   RGB (102, 102, 204) 

  RGB (211, 173, 205) 

  RGB (205, 170, 102) 

  RGB (195, 195, 195) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

See Notes on Latitudes and Longitudes  

See Notes on Border Grid Values 

See Notes on Townships and Ranges Number 
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Canada Wordmark Mot-symbole Canada 

Definition The wordmark Canada identifies the government of Canada 

Identification Example Font 
Canada Wordmark 24 pt u/l Baskerville Old Face

Colour   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (237, 28, 36) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Catalogue Information Information du catalogue 

Definition This feature includes: 

Catalogue Number 
Government of Canada catalogue numbers (formerly called DSS catalogue numbers) are 
assigned to all government Government of Canada (GoC) publications. 

International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) 
A unique eight-digit number used to identify a print or electronic periodical publication 

International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 
A unique numeric identifier assigned to every published book 

Identification Example Font 
Catalogue 
Information 

See below 

Printed Map / 
Digital Map 
Statement 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Catalogue Number 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium  

6 pt CAPS Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

ISSN 6 pt CAPS Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

ISBN 6 pt CAPS Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

ISBN Barcode N/A 

* This feature is an image

Colour   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Instructions on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Contour Notes Notes relatives aux courbes de niveau 

Definition This feature includes: 

Contour interval 
Difference in elevation between two adjacent contour lines 

Mean sea level note 
The average level of the sea for all stages of the tide 

Note on contours on glaciers 

Identification Example Font 
Contour Interval 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Mean Sea Level Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Note on Contours on Glaciers 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Colour   RGB (98, 106, 110)  

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Image Panel and Map Identification Cartouche de l’image et identification de la 
carte  

Definition This feature includes: 

National Topographic System (NTS) Number 
A standard numbering system used to identify individual topographic maps using a 
combination of numbers and letters 

Scale 
The scale represents the ratio of a distance on the map to the actual distance on the ground 

Edition Number 
An edition number advances by one when a new map has been released with major 
changes  

Map Title 
The identification of a map with a particular name 

Province(s) and/or Territory(ies) 

Index of Adjoining Maps 
A diagram showing the location of the map and the surrounding maps of the same series 

Identification Example Font 
IMAGE PANEL 
AND MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 

See below 

NTS Number of the 
Map (above image) 

18 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Scale 8 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

18 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Edition 8 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

18 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 
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Map Title 16 pt CAPS Stone Humanist ITC Std 
Bold 

Province 10 pt u/l Stone Humanist ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

Canada Map 
N/A 

Index to 
Adjoining Maps 

See below 

NTS Number of 
the Map 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

NTS Numbers of the 
Surrounding Maps 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

Longitude and 
Latitude Coordinates 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Colour   RGB (255, 255, 255) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216)  

  RGB (204, 204, 192) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (137, 172, 144) 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (237, 28, 36) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Index to Adjoining Maps Tableau d’assemblage des cartes adjacentes 

Definition A diagram showing the location of the map and the surrounding maps of the same series 

Identification Example Font 
INDEX TO 
ADJOINING MAPS 

See below 

NTS Number of 
the Map 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

NTS Number of the 
Surrounding Maps 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

Longitude and 
Latitude Coordinates 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Colour   RGB (206, 221, 164)  

  RGB (137, 172, 144)  

  RGB (0, 60, 85)   

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Legend Légende 

Definition An explanation of symbols used on a map 

Example Font 

6.25 pt u/l Stone Humanist Std 
Medium 

Colour   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

* For symbol colours, refer to individual feature pages.

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Logo and Federal Signature Logo et signature fédérale 

Definition 
Logo 

Graphic mark which represents a company or an organization

Federal Signature 
Concept and term rising from the implementation of the Federal Identity Program to 
represent a federal department 

Identification Example Font 
Logo N/A 

* This feature is an image

Federal Signature N/A 

* This feature is an image

Colour    RGB (237, 28, 36)  Flag (federal signature) 

  RGB (138, 151, 159)  

  RGB (0, 61, 88)  

  RGB (233, 232, 216)  

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Magnetic Declination Notes 
and Diagrams 

Indications et diagrammes de la déclinaison 
magnétique 

Definition This feature includes: 

Magnetic Declination 
The angle between magnetic north and true north 

Magnetic Bearing 
The angle between magnetic north and grid north 

Area of Compass Unreliability  (if required*) 

* The compass becomes increasingly erratic and eventually unusable as one approaches the
North Magnetic Pole.  A note to this effect called the Erratic Compass Note is positioned below 
the declination note  

Feature Example Font 
MAGNETIC DECLINATION BLOCK See below

True North 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Magnetic Declination Value 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Magnetic North 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium

Grid North 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium

Magnetic Bearing 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Numerical Values Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

Mean Declination Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Annual Change 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

Magnetic Declination 
Information Note 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
Italic 

Erratic Compass Note 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 
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Colour   RGB (119, 136, 194) 

  RGB (188, 190, 192) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

See Notes on Magnetic Declination 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map Identification (north-east corner) Identification de la carte (coin nord-est) 

Definition This feature includes: 

National Topographic System (NTS) Number 
A standard numbering system used to identify individual topographic maps using a 
combination of numbers and letters 

Scale 
The scale represents the ratio of a distance on the map to the actual distance on the groun 

Edition Number 
An edition number advances by one when a new map has been released with major 
changes 

Map Title 
The identification of a map with a particular name 

Identification Example Font 
MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 
(north-east corner) 

See below 

Map Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium  

Scale (word) 6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Scale Value 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium  

Edition (the word) 6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold  

Edition Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium  

Map Title 12 pt CAPS Stone Humanist ITC 
Std Medium 

Colour   RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map identification (north-west corner) Identification de la carte (coin nord-ouest) 

Definition The map identification (north-west corner) refers to the National Topographic System (NTS) 
number  

Example Font 
20 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Colour   RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (137, 172, 144) 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map Identification (south-east corner) Identification de la carte (coin sud-est) 

Definition This feature includes: 

National Topographic System (NTS) Number 
A standard numbering system used to identify individual topographic maps using a 
combination of numbers and letters 

Scale 
The scale represents the ratio of a distance on the map to the actual distance on the ground 

Edition Number 
An edition number advances by one when a new map has been released with major 
changes 

Version Number 
A version number advances by one when a new map has been released with minor 
changes. 

Series Number 
The Map Series Numbering System is mostly used by the military. The map series number, 
together with the NTS number and edition number, provide a unique map identification.   

Identification Example Font 
MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 
(south-east corner) 

See below 

NTS Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Scale 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Edition Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Version Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Series Number 12 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Words: 

Scale, 

Edition, 

Series 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold  

Version 6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold  
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Colour   RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround and Note on Map Series 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Production Notes Notes de production 

Definition 
This feature includes: 

Production Date 

Producer and Partners 

Print Quality 

Map Content Validity Dates  

Metadata Web Site 

NRCan Contact (email address and Web site) 

Copyright 

Navigation Note 

Provisional Note 

Identification Example Font 
Production Date, 
Producer and 
Print Quality 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Validity Dates 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium  

Metadata Web Site 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

NRCan Contacts 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

Copyright 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Navigation Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Bold 
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Provisional Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Bold 

Colour   RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Projection and Datum Notes Indications sur la projection et le système de 
référence 

Definition 
Projection 

Method of representing the surface of a sphere, in this case the earth, on a plane 

Datum 
A permanently established horizontal plane, surface, or level to which elevations are 
referred  

Identification Example Font 
PROJECTION / 
DATUM NOTES 

See below 

Projection Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Datum Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Colour   RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Provisional Map Indications Indications relatives aux cartes provisoires 

Definition 
These indicate that one or more features are missing or do not meet the standard and specifications 
and that the map will have to be regenerated later. 

Identification Example Font 
Provisional Map 
Indication (north of 
the neatline) 

24 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

Provisional Note  
(at the south-east 
portion of the map, 
above the 
production notes) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Colour   RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Scale Échelle 

Definition This feature includes: 

Scale Bar 
Distance on Scale Bar 
Numerical Scale 
Scale Statement 

Identification Example Font 
Scale and 
Notes 

See below 

Distances on 
Scale Bar

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Kilometres and 
Miles (words)

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Numerical Scale 8 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Scale (word) 8 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Scale Statement 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Colour   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (122, 124, 125) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Title Block Cartouche du titre 

Definition This feature includes: 

Map Title
Administrative Boundary * 
Provinces and/or Territories (English and French) 
Reference to the Meridian * (English and French) 

* When applicable

Identification Example Font 
Map Title 20 pt CAPS Stone Humanist ITC 

Std Bold 

Name of the Second 
or Sixth Class 
Administrative Area 

8 pt u/l Stone Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

Province, Territory 10 pt u/l Stone Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

Reference to 
Meridian 

8 pt u/l Stone Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

TITLE BLOCK 
EXAMPLES 

Example 1 
Title 
Province or Territory 

Example 2 
Title 
Province or Territory 
Province or Territory 

Example 3 
Title 
Admin Boundary 
Province or Territory
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Example 4 
Title 
Province or Territory 
Meridian 

Example 5 
Title 
Province or Territory 
Province or Territory 
Meridian 

Example 6 

Title 
Admin Boundary 
Province Meridian 

Colour   RGB (61, 64, 64) 

  RGB (98, 106, 110) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround and Note on Title Block

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Border, Grid and Surround 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) 
Grid 

Quadrillage universel transverse de Mercator 
(UTM)  

Definition This feature includes: 

Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) Grid Zone Designation 
Canada, along with the rest of North America, is divided into standard rectangular areas 
between 84°N lat. and 80°S lat., each of which is given a unique identification called the 
Grid Zone Designation. These zones are further subdivided into 100 000 metre squares (see 
below). 

100 000 metre Square Identification 
The 100 000 metre Square identification is mainly used by the military for locating 
geographic positions within large subdivided areas of Canada and the world. The 100 000 
metre squares are further subdivided into a 1000 metre grid which is represented in blue on 
the map face (see 1000 metre UTM Grid page) and the values are shown in the border 
(see Border, Information in the Border page). 

Overlapping Grid 
Maps bordering a grid zone change will show, in addition to the major blue grid, a note in 
brown referring to the grid of the adjacent Grid Zone. 

Identification Example Font 
100 000 metre grid 
line (on map face) 

N/A 

1000 metre grid line 
(on map face) 

N/A 

Interior 100 000 metre 
square identification 
letters (on map face) 

28 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

1000 metre Block 
(blue) 

See below 

1000 metre Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

Zone Number (blue) 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 

Grid Zone 
Designation 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Bold 
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Overlapping 
Grid Note 
(Brown) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

100 000 metre 
Square Note 

See below 

100 000 metre Note 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Semi 
Bold  

Identification 
Letters (in box) 

6 pt CAPS Arial Bold 

100 000 metre 
Square Examples 

See below 

Example 1 

Example 2 

Example 3 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Example 4 

UTM GRID Values See below See below 

Eastings and 
Northings  
(complete values; 
main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and 
Northings  
(complete values; 
overlapping grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and 
Northings  
(intermediate values, 
along the border; 
main grid) 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Semi Bold 

Eastings and 
Northings  
(intermediate values;  
every tenth one; along 
the border; shown; 
overlapping grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Eastings and 
Northings  
(intermediate values;  
inside map; main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Colour   RGB (119, 136, 194) 

  RGB (102, 102, 204) 

  RGB (163, 163, 224) 

  RGB (205, 170, 102) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Instructions See General Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

See Notes on Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) Grid Zone Designation 

See Notes on 100 000 metre Square Identification 

See Notes on Border Grid Values 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 
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Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Administrative Boundary Limite administrative 

Definition A limiting line, positioned and marked on the ground or legally described, to define the named 
land division under the jurisdiction of a specific authority, e.g. federal, provincial, territorial, 
municipal, governmental administration. (See Boundary Annex for specific boundaries in this 
classification.) 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (255, 211, 127) 

  RGB (86, 87, 89)  

Text Designation Colour 

Name 

Label if indicated 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

2nd class* 

3rd class*, and City/Town/Village 

7 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium (along 
boundary) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std SemiBold (along 
boundary) 
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4th class* 

* these are sub-classes of Administrative
Boundary 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium (centred in area, if possible) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries  

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instruction for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Bounded Area Zone délimitée 

Definition A limiting line enclosing numerous elements within the same jurisdiction, e.g. offshore islands. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Note   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std-Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries  

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Geographical Boundary Unsurveyed Limite géographique non arpentée 

Definition A limiting line, legally described but unsurveyed, to define a land division.  The term geographical 
indicates that the feature is cadastral in nature but not necessarily under the jurisdiction of 
specific authority. 

(See Boundary Annex for specific boundaries in this classification.) 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (222, 189, 222) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
(along boundary) 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
(along boundary) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries  

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Geographical Boundary Limite géographique 

Definition A limiting line, positioned and marked on the ground or legally described which relates to surveys 
and subdivision of land. The term geographical indicates that the feature is cadastral in nature 
but not necessarily under the jurisdiction of specific authority.   

See Boundary Annex for specific boundaries in this classification. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (222, 189, 222) 

  RGB (86, 87, 89) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium (along 
boundary) 

6 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium (along 
boundary) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries 

See Boundary Annex  

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

International Boundary Frontière internationale 

Definition 
A limiting line, positioned and marked on the ground or legally described, to define the division 
between countries. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (255, 190, 190) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

7 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold (along 
boundary) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries 

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The thirteen boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications:

International, Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, 
Geographical Unsurveyed, Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

As of 2009: 
• Boundary Monuments along the International Boundary are no longer being shown.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Provincial or Territorial Boundary 
Unsurveyed 

Limite provinciale ou territoriale, non arpentée 

Definition 
A limiting line, legally described but not marked on the ground, to define the division between 
provinces and/or territories. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (255, 190, 190) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

7 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold (along 
boundary) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries 

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Provincial or Territorial Boundary Limite provinciale or territoriale 

Definition 
A limiting line positioned and marked on the ground or legally described, to define the division 
between provinces and/or territories.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (225, 190, 190) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

7 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Bold (along 
boundary) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries 

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Recreational Area without Limits Zone récréative sans délimitation 

Definition A named Park, Reserve, Preserve, Sanctuary, Conservation Area etc. for which the limiting lines 
were unavailable from a reliable source at production time.  

(See Boundary Annex for specific boundaries in this classification.) 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (112, 150, 127) 

  RGB (86, 87, 89) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium (centred 
in the area if possible) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries 

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Boundaries 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Recreational Boundary Limite récréative 

Definition A limiting line, positioned and marked on the ground or legally described, to define the named 
Park, Reserve, Preserve, Sanctuary, Conservation Area etc. defined by the appropriate 
authorities (provincial /territorial, municipal or federal). 

(See Boundary Annex for specific boundaries in this classification.) 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (176, 230, 135) 

  RGB (86, 87, 89) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

4th Class* 

5th Class* 

* these are sub-classes of Recreational Boundary

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium (centred in the area if possible) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
(centred in the area if possible) 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Boundaries  

See Boundary Annex 

See Text Instructions for Boundaries 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the boundary classifications were amalgamated into 7 classifications: International, 
Provincial/Territorial, Provincial/Territorial Unsurveyed, Geographical, Geographical Unsurveyed, 
Administrative and Recreational. 

(See Boundary Annex for more details on the amalgamation.) 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



 CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications   1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Aerial Cableway, Ski Lift Téléphérique, remonte-pente 

Definition 
Aerial Cableway 

A transportation device for freight or passengers that consists of a carrier and a cable 
supported by towers. 

Ski Lift 
A transportation system for skiers, consisting of tow bars, suspended chairs or gondolas, 
attached to a cable that is supported by towers. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a ski lift and an aerial cableway. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Area Outline Limite de surface 

Definition An outline used to identify the perimeter of a parcel or tract of land with a special use or 
characteristics.  

The following features can be shown with an area outline: campground, cemetery, domestic 
waste, electric facility, golf course, industrial solid depot, lookout, lumber yard, mine, oil or natural 
gas facility, ruins, stockyard, and zoo. See individual feature page for more information. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

See individual feature page for specific label 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009, area outlines were classified as 9th class boundary. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Arena Aréna 

Definition An enclosed, large surface building used for sporting activities. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent an arena point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Armoury Manège militaire 

Definition A building used by the militia. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent an armoury point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

http://maps.nrcan.gc.ca/cartospecs/ChapBuildings/ChapBuildingsEF50/BuiBuilding010704F50.htm


CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Building Bâtiment 

Definition 
A walled and roofed structure on a permanent foundation whose use is not identified. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Unidentified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, the following buildings are no longer identified with labels: observatory, hall, 
sanatorium, and trading post. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Built-up Area Agglomération 

Definition 
A residential, commercial and industrial zone where the buildings are so close together, that for 
cartographic clarity, they are represented by a tinted area.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

12-24 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

8 -18 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

8-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Built-up Areas 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The colour used to represent a built-up area was changed.

As of 2009: 
• Mobile home parks are shown as built-up areas.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Cabin Cabine 

Definition A building in a remote or wilderness area. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a cabin point feature.

As of 2009: 
• A cabin to scale is no longer identified with the label “Cabin”.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Camp Camp 

Definition A place where tents or buildings serve as temporary residences for members of an organization. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Features related to the complex are shown to their individual specifications. 

Colour 

Refer to the individual feature colour specifications. 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Complexes 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Campground Terrain de camping 

Definition An area in a public or private park set aside for camping, with tents or recreational vehicles, and 
often equipped with water, toilets and picnic tables. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol representing a campground as a point feature was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Cemetery Cimetière 

Definition A burial ground or place for deceased humans. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new point symbol was introduced to represent a cemetery. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Chimney Cheminée 

Definition 
Chimney 

An upright flue through which combustion gases and smoke are discharged into the air. 

Industrial Chimney 
A chimney used by industries or institutional buildings. 

Burner 
A permanent structure used for the disposal of wood waste products by burning. 

Flare Stack 
A chimney-like structure used to burn off exhaust gases. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (156, 156, 156)  

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features Industrial Chimney, Burner and Flare Stack were grouped together under a

new point feature called Chimney and given a new symbol. 

Prior to 2009: 
• These features were classified as Landmark Objects.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

City Hall Hôtel de ville 

Definition A building where the principal offices of a city administration are located. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a city hall point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Coast Guard Station Station de la garde côtière 

Definition 
A building housing the Coast Guard administrative offices. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a Coast Guard station point feature.

• The symbol composed of a “C “and a “G” label was replaced by the label Coast Guard to
identify the feature to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Community Centre Centre communautaire 

Definition A public building in which community gatherings and/or sporting activities are held. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a community centre point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Control Valve  Valve de contrôle 

Definition 
A device placed on a pipeline used to regulate the flow. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Correctional Institute Établissement correctionnel 

Definition 
A building where persons convicted of breaking the law are confined and rehabilitated. 

This feature includes: penitentiary, reformatory, and detention centre. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated 

Label only building to scale if no name 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a correctional institute point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Court House Palais de justice 

Definition A public building housing the judicial courts. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a court house point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Customs Post Poste de douane 

Definition 
A structure at or near the international boundary where travellers and vehicles crossing the borders 
are inspected. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The representation of the customs post point feature no longer includes the building

symbol; just the two flags remain. 

• The two flags symbol is replaced by the label “Customs Post” to identify the feature to
scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

http://maps.nrcan.gc.ca/cartospecs/ChapBuildings/ChapBuildingsEF50/BuiCustoms010704F50.htm


CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Domestic Waste Depot Dépôt de déchet domestique 

Definition An area set aside for the disposal of domestic waste (garbage dump).  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new point symbol was introduced to represent domestic waste depot. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Dyke/Levee, Seawall Digue/levée, mur de protection 

Definition 
Dyke/Levee 

An embankment built to restrict the flow of water or other liquids or to prevent flooding on low-lying 
land.  

Seawall 
A wall built along a shoreline to prevent the encroachment of water on land. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (133, 113, 87) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Dykes/Levees 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features dyke/levee and seawall were grouped together as one feature and

represented by a new symbol.

Prior to 2009: 
• The feature seawall was grouped with pier and wharf.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Educational Building Bâtiment d’enseignement 

Definition 
A building or complex where various types and levels of education are provided. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Electric Facility Installation électrique 

Definition 
This feature includes: 

Electric Facility 
A building or structure involved in the generation and distribution of electrical power. 

Electric Power Station 
A building in which electricity is generated. 

Transformer Station 
An installation that is part of an electrical power system, where the voltage is altered. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (230, 0, 29) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings  

See Notes on Identified Buildings  

See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The representation of the point feature no longer includes the building symbol; just the

lightning bolt remains. 

• The colour of the lightning bolt symbol has been slightly altered.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fence Clôture 

Definition 
A barrier made of wire, rails or other relatively light material used to enclose or divide an area 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol representing a fence was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications  1:50 000 
 

Category  Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent  

Fire Station Caserne de pompiers  

Definition 
A building that houses fire-fighting equipment. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

 

Specifications 

 

   

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Note on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a fire station point feature. 

• The ancillary symbol “F” was replaced by the label “Fire” to identify the feature to scale. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

 
 

 

 

 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fish Hatchery  Pisciculture 

Definition A complex where fish are hatched under controlled conditions. This includes the fish hatchery 
buildings, fish ponds, dugouts and fish pounds. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Features related to the complex are shown to their individual specifications. 

Colour 

For features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour specifications. 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Complexes 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fort Fort 

Definition 
A historic military defensive structure or complex. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

* Buildings and structures associated with the complex are shown to individual specifications.

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated 

Label if no name 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Complexes 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, a fort is labeled “Fort” if no official name exists. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Golf Course Terrain de golf 

Definition A parcel of land developed for playing golf. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Grain Elevator Élévateur à grains 

Definition 
A tall building used to store grain, usually situated along a railway. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a grain elevator point feature.

• The ancillary symbol “E” was replaced by the label “Grain Elevator” to identify the feature
to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Historic Site / Point of Interest Lieu historique / lieu d'intérêt 

Definition 
An area or site that has been declared to be of national, provincial or territorial historic significance or 
one maintained for public interest.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Hospital Hôpital 

Definition An institution where sick or injured people receive medical care. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 77, 178) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a hospital point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Industrial Solid Depot  Dépôt de solide industriel 

Definition Site used to accumulate solid material or waste from industrial activity. This includes slag heaps, 
tailings, solid waste, mine waste, mine dump, stockpile areas. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (102, 0, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions  See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a point symbol was introduced to represent an industrial solid waste depot. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Industrial Building Bâtiment industriel 

Definition A building for manufacturing products, processing or preserving raw materials, or producing 
energy outlets. This feature includes: 

Automobile plant  
Cement plant 
Chemical plant  
Factory 
Filtration plant  
Fish processing plant  
Petroleum refinery 
Plant 
Pulp/paper mill 
Sawmill/lumber mill  
Sewage treatment plant 
Shipyard 
Steel mill  
Water treatment plant  

* Industrial building point features are represented as unidentified buildings.

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 



CanTopo map standards and specifications  1:50 000 
 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 

• The following features were grouped together under a new feature called industrial 
building: 

Automobile plant  
Cement plant 
Chemical plant  
Factory 
Filtration plant  
Fish processing plant  
Petroleum refinery 
Plant 
Pulp/paper mill  
Sawmill/lumber mill  
Sewage treatment plant  
Shipyard 
Steel mill  
Water treatment plant 

• An industrial building point feature is represented as a building point symbol without a label. 

• An industrial building feature shown to scale is identified with the new label “Industrial”.   

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Lodging Gîte 

Definition 
A building where restaurant services and sleeping accommodations are provided on a rental basis.  This 
feature includes: hotel, motel and hostel.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features hotel, motel and hostel were grouped together under a new feature called

lodging.

• A new symbol was introduced to represent a lodging point feature.

• The new label “Lodging” was introduced to identify the feature to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Lookout Belvédère 

Definition An elevated area or a tower with facilities to observe the surrounding area. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 Height: Lookout 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects  and Notes on Area Outline Features  

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a lookout point feature.

Prior to 2009: 
• A lookout was classified under Landmark Objects.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Lumber Yard Parc à bois débités 

Definition A parcel or tract of land set aside for the storage and /or sale of lumber. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a point symbol was introduced to represent a lumberyard. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Marina Marina 

Definition A complex for mooring and servicing pleasure boats. This feature also includes yacht clubs. 

Yacht Club 
A complex belonging to an organization whose purpose is to promote and guide the sport of 
sailing. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

* Features associated with this complex are shown to their individual specifications

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

* For other features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour
specifications. 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Complexes 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a marina. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Medical Centre Centre médical 

Definition Replaces a full service hospital in satellite communities or other areas without hospital services. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a medical centre point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Mine Mine 

Definition An excavation or tunnel in the earth from which mineral substances are extracted. This includes 
open pit mine, strip mine and underground mine. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new point symbol was introduced to represent a mine. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Municipal Hall Salle municipale 

Definition A building where the principal offices of a municipal administration are located, i.e. town hall, 
township hall. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a municipal hall point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Museum Musée 

Definition A public building set aside for the exhibition of natural, historic, artistic, or scientific objects. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Navigation Beacon  Balise de navigation 

Definition A non-lighted structure intended as an aid to navigation. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Navigation Lights and Navigation Beacons 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a navigation beacon. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Navigation Light Feu de navigation 

Definition 
A lighted structure intended to provide a visual reference for navigation. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Navigation Lights and Navigation Beacons 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. The white dot in the middle of the symbol was 
eliminated.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Oil or Natural Gas Facility Installation pétrolière ou gazière 

Definition 
A building, structure or complex involved in the production or distribution of oil or natural gas products. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Area Outline Features 
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent an oil or natural gas facility point feature.

• The ancillary symbol composed of an E in a circle was replaced by the label “Oil or Gas”
to identify the feature to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Parliament Building Édifice du Parlement 

Definition A building in which the elected or appointed members of provincial, territorial or federal 
governments meet and enact laws. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Various Labels  

See Notes on identified buildings 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, provincial and federal parliament buildings are shown with their official label. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Multi-use Pipeline, 

Underground Multi-use Pipeline 

Pipeline à utilisation multiple,  

Pipeline à utilisation multiple souterrain 

Definition 
Multi-use Pipeline 

An above-ground cylindrical conduit used to convey liquids and gases. 

Underground Multi-use Pipeline  
A cylindrical conduit, located below the surface of the ground, used to convey liquids and gases. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (156, 156, 156) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
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Instructions See Notes on Pipelines and Power Transmission Lines  

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a multi-use pipeline.

• A new symbol was introduced to represent an underground multi-use pipeline.

• The labels Gas, Oil are no longer used to identify a pipeline.

• The pipelines used to convey water are no longer being shown.

Prior to 2000: 
• Water, sewage or waste pipelines were shown.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Natural Gas Pipeline,  

Underground Natural Gas Pipeline 

Pipeline de gaz naturel,   

Pipeline de gaz naturel souterrain 

Definition 
Natural Gas Pipeline

An above-ground cylindrical conduit used to convey natural gas. 

Underground Natural Gas Pipeline 
A cylindrical conduit, located below the surface of the ground, used to convey natural gas. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Pipelines and Power Transmission Lines 
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Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a natural gas pipeline.
• A new symbol was introduced to represent an underground natural gas pipeline.
• The label “Gas” is no longer used to identify a pipeline.

The pipelines used to convey water are no longer being shown.

Prior to 2000: 
• Sewage or waste pipelines were shown.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Oil Pipeline,  

Underground Oil Pipeline 

Pipeline de pétrole,  

Pipeline de pétrole souterrain 

Definition 
Oil Pipeline 

An above-ground cylindrical conduit used to convey oil. 

Underground Oil Pipeline 
A cylindrical conduit, located below the surface of the ground, used to convey oil. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (156, 156, 156) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Pipelines and Power Transmission Lines 
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Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent an oil pipeline.
• A new symbol was introduced to represent an underground oil pipeline.
• The label “Oil” is no longer used to identify pipeline.
• The pipelines used to convey water are no longer being shown.

Prior to 2000: 
• Sewage or waste pipelines were shown.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Pit: Sand/Gravel/Clay Sablière/Gravière/Glaisière 

Definition 
An excavation where sand, gravel or clay are removed for use elsewhere. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (173, 158, 138) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Extraction Areas 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol representing a sand, gravel or clay pit was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Police Station Poste de police 

Definition The main offices of a local, regional or provincial police force, including military police and the 
RCMP. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a police station point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Power Transmission Line Ligne de transport d'énergie 

Definition 
A number of cables suspended from towers or poles and used for the transmission of electricity. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Pipelines and Power Transmission Lines 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a power transmission line. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Quarry Carrière 

Definition 
An excavation created through the removal of stone by blasting or cutting. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Extraction Areas 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol representing a quarry was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

http://maps.nrcan.gc.ca/cartospecs/ChapBuildings/ChapBuildingsEF50/BuiQuarry010704E50.htm
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Radar Antenna, Radio Telescope Antenne radar, radiotélescope 

Definition 
Radar Antenna 

A parabolic (dish-like) structure, sometimes enclosed in a dome, used to transmit and receive 
radar waves. 

Radio Telescope 
A parabolic (dish-like) antenna used for radio astronomy. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent the two point features.

Prior to 2009: 
• Radar antenna and radio Telescope were classified under Landmark Objects.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway Station Gare ferroviaire 

Definition 
A building along a railway at which trains regularly stop to load and unload passengers and/or freight. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Ranger/Warden Station Poste de garde forestier/Poste de garde de parc 

Definition 
A building housing national/provincial park or forestry administrative offices. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Religious Building Bâtiment religieux 

Definition A building serving as a place of worship or residence for various religious orders. This feature 
includes: church, non-Christian place of worship, convent, monastery, seminary and shrine. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features Church, Non-Christian Place of Worship and Shrine were grouped together

to form a new feature called Religious Building. 

• A new symbol was introduced to represent a religious building.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Ruins Ruines 

Definition 
A structure that is in an advanced state of disrepair, making it unusable. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Note on Ruins 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a ruins point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Satellite Tracking Station Station de poursuite de satellites 

Definition A building or structure equipped with electronic equipment to record information from satellites or 
track orbiting satellites.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

* Features related to the complex are shown to their individual specifications.

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

* For other features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour
specifications.

Text Designation Colour 

Label 

Height if indicated 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Complexes 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Senior Citizens Home Résidence pour personnes âgées 

Definition A residence where care is provided to the elderly or the infirm. This feature includes nursing 
homes. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a senior citizens home point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Service Centre Centre de service 

Definition 
A road-side facility directly accessible from a dual highway, providing automotive services and 
restaurant facilities. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

* Features related to the complex are shown to their individual specifications.

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

* For other features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour
specifications. 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a service centre point feature.
• The label “Service Center” was introduced to identify the feature to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 

http://maps.nrcan.gc.ca/cartospecs/ChapBuildings/ChapBuildingsEF50/BuiServiceCentre010704F50.htm
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Shopping Centre Centre commercial 

Definition 
A building that contains a large number of individual retail outlets. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Silo Silo 

Definition 
An upright cylindrical structure used for storing silage. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Ski Area, Ski Jump Station de ski, tremplin de ski 

Definition 
Ski Area 

A tract of land developed for the sport of winter skiing. 

Ski Jump 
A ramp-like structure built on the side of a hill or mountain for the sport of ski-jumping. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The symbol for ski area was slightly altered.

Prior 2009: 
• The ski area symbol was placed in the downhill direction.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Snowshed Paravalanche 

Definition A roofed structure built over a road or railway in mountainous areas to prevent snowslides from 
blocking the transportation routes. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Sportsplex Centre sportif 

Definition A building providing facilities for various sporting and recreational activities. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only building to scale   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a sportsplex point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Stadium Stade 

Definition A structure containing outdoor terraced seating for spectators, built adjacent to a playing field 
and/or sports track. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
 See General Notes on Buildings 

See Notes on Identified Buildings 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, a building to scale, with the label Stadium, is used to represent a stadium. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Stockyard Parc à bestiaux 

Definition A holding area where livestock is kept for short periods of time. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Submarine Cable Câble sous-marin 

Definition 
An underwater cable used for the transmission of electrical power. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a submarine cable. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Tank Citerne 

Definition 
A cylindrical receptacle used for the storage of a gas or a liquid other than water. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label only feature to scale 

Height if indicated 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features horizontal tank and vertical tank (other than water tank) were grouped

together under a new point feature called tank and given a new symbol.

• The label “Tank” was introduced to represent a tank to scale.

• Labels other than water (see water tank feature) are no longer used to identify the liquid
or gas being stored in a tank.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Clearance Tower Tour de dégagement 

Definition A tower used to support cables over water or a road. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a clearance tower point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Communication Tower Tour de communication 

Definition A tower used in the transmission and the reception of radio waves. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated.   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt  Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a communication tower point feature.

Prior to 2009: 
• A communication tower was classified under Landmark Objects.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Control Tower Tour de contrôle 

Definition A structure at an airport from which air and ground traffic are controlled. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a control tower point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fire Tower Tour d’incendie 

Definition A tower from which people watch for and report the outbreak of forest fires. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Height if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a fire tower point feature.

Prior to 2009: 
• A fire tower was classified under Landmark Objects.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Sports/Race Track, Drag Strip Piste de course, piste d'accélération 

Definition 
Sports/Race Track 

A hard or loose-surface route on which races and sporting activities take place 

Drag Strip 
A straight, paved surface for drag racing 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2000, the drag strip was shown with an area outline symbol. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Wall Mur 

Definition 
A vertical structure constructed to enclose or divide an open area. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a wall. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Water Tank Citerne d’eau 

Definition 
A cylindrical receptacle used for the storage of water. This feature includes water towers. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

Text Designation Colour 

Label only feature to scale 

Height if indicated 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features horizontal water tank and vertical water tank were grouped together under

a new point feature called water tank and given a new symbol. 

• The label “Water Tank” was introduced to represent a water tank to scale.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Wind-Operated Device Éolienne 

Definition 
A structure using wind to develop power. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Landmark Objects 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a wind-operated device point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Culture 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Zoo Zoo 

Definition A park with confined areas where animals are kept for display or study. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Notes on Area Outline Features 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• A point symbol was introduced to represent a zoo.

Prior to 2009: 
• The area outline was shown as a 5th class boundary.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Alluvium Alluvion 

Definition An area consisting of mud, sand, gravel and stone which is alternately covered and uncovered 
by water due to periodic flooding or the tide. This feature includes: 

Dry River Bed 
A portion of a river bed that is normally dry, but due to natural causes or human intervention, 
is subject to periodic flooding. 

Foreshore Flats 
A tract of land that is alternately covered and uncovered by tidal water. 

Intermittent Lake/Pond 
A lake or pond that can be dry at some time during the year. 

Sand in Water 
A fine, hard, granular material below the surface of the water, considered a hazard in 
navigable inland waters. 

Slough 
In the Prairie Provinces, an intermittent lake is called a slough. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

 

 

Specifications 
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Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

  RGB (133, 113, 87) 

  RGB (173, 158, 138) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated (Intermittent Lake/Pond, 
Slough) 

 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Example Font 

 

 

 

Large body of water (greater than 25cm): 

15-20  pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std –
SemiBold Italic 

Medium body of water (10 to 25 cm): 

12-15 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold 
Italic 

Smaller body of water (5 to 10 cm) : 

7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold 
Italic 

Smallest body of water (less than 5 cm): 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography  

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The following features; dry river bed, foreshore flats, intermittent lake/pond, sand in 

water, and slough were grouped together to form a new feature called alluvium.  A new 
symbol was introduced to represent the new feature. 

Prior to 2000:   
• The label “Foreshore Flats Limits Unknown” was found on some northern maps. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Boat Ramp  Rampe de mise à l’eau 

Definition A sloped area partially above and partially below the water surface, used for launching or landing 
watercraft. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A  N/A 

Instructions 
See Note on Boat Ramps 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, the features slip and drydock are no longer being grouped with boat ramp. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Breakwater Brise-lames 

Definition A structure for breaking the force of waves to protect a beach, harbour or other waterfront facility. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Conduit Bridge Pont de canalisation 

Definition A structure used to support a conduit across a depression.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194)  

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Conduit  Canalisation  

Definition An artificial system, designed to carry water for purposes other than drainage (above ground and 
underground). This feature includes:  

Aqueduct 
A conduit, either open or closed, used to carry large quantities of water for domestic supply. 

 Flume 
An open U or V shaped inclined conduit used to convey materials such as logs. 

Penstock 
A conduit that carries water to the turbine in a power generating station.  

Sluice 
A conduit equipped with a method of flow control. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Note on Conduits 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered and the label “Conduit” was introduced.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Dam, Dam Carrying Road Barrage, Barrage portant une route 

Definition 
Dam 

A barrier built across a watercourse or water body to control water flow. 

Dam Carrying Road 
A barrier, carrying a road, built across a watercourse or water body to control water flow. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

 

 

Specifications 

 

 

 
* Road width and road colour vary as per road classification 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225,245,253) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
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Instructions 
See Note on Dams 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009:  
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a dam point feature. 
• The symbol to represent a dam to scale was slightly altered. 
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a dam carrying road. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Disappearing Stream Cours d’eau disparaissant 

Definition A watercourse that drains into the ground. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Example Font 

 7 pt u/l (CAPS if bilingual name) Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Note on Disappearing Streams 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a disappearing stream point feature. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Exposed Shipwreck Épave émergée 

Definition The remains of a grounded ship that is partially exposed above the water surface. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Note on Exposed Shipwrecks 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Falls Chutes 

Definition A perpendicular or very steep descent in a watercourse. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated  

Height if indicated 
  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Note on Falls 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, new point, line and area symbols were introduced to represent falls. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fish Ladder Échelle à poissons 

Definition A constructed series of pools arranged like steps to enable fish to pass an obstacle. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a fish ladder point feature.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Fish Pound Viviers dans l’eau 

Definition An artificial enclosure within a body of water where fish are contained. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (153, 219, 246) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a fish pound area feature.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Island Île 

Definition A body of land completely surrounded by water. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 

 

 

16 and up pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std-
Medium 

12-16 pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std-Medium 

7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std-Medium 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• Islands with indefinite shorelines are shown with a solid line. Prior to 2009 they were 

depicted with a dashed line.  

• Artificial islands used for petroleum exploration are no longer shown with the “Well” 
symbol if less than the minimum size for island.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Liquid Waste Pond Étang de déchet liquide   

Definition An open artificial pond or basin used to store liquid waste.  This feature includes:  

Settling Pond 
A constructed or natural pond or system of ponds used to allow insolubles in a liquid to 
settle. 

Sewage Disposal Pond 
A constructed pond or system of ponds used in the disposal of sewage. 

Waste Pond 
A constructed or natural pond in which liquid waste is deposited.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 
 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features: settling pond, sewage disposal pond and waste pond are grouped together 

under the new feature liquid waste pond.  
• A symbol is introduced to represent the new feature liquid waste pond.  
• The labels “Sewage” and “Waste” are no longer being used. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Lock Écluse 

Definition An enclosure in a navigable canal with gates at each end, used to raise or lower the water level 
so that boats may pass from one level to another. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Locks 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a lock point feature.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Obstacle in Water Obstacle dans l'eau 

Definition A man-made obstacle that is a danger to marine operations. This feature includes:  

Abandoned Bridge Pier  
A structure in the water that was used to support a bridge.  

Crib 
A crate-like structure of logs or beams, filled with stones, which is used as an offshore 
anchorage. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Text Colour 

N/A N/A 

Text Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Note on Obstacles in Water 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol for obstacle in water was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Palsa Bog Tourbière à palse 

Definition  

A marsh-like area with mounds of peat and ice normally less than 10 m in height. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specs 

 

Colour 

  RGB (179, 128, 76) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol for palsa bog was introduced.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Rapids Rapides 

Definition A fast flowing and often turbulent section of a watercourse or waterbody, generally with exposed 
rocks or boulders.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (153, 219, 246) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Note on Rapids  

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, new point, line and area symbols were introduced to represent rapids.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category  Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Reservoir  Réservoir 

Definition A natural or artificial basin above ground where water is collected and contained for different 
uses. This feature includes: 

Dugout 
An artificial depression filled with water.   

Filtration Pond 
 Part of a water purification system used to filter water for domestic use or re-use in a plant or 
factory. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

 

Specifications 

 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A  
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Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The feature swimming pool was dropped.  
• The feature reservoir became a stand-alone feature. It was previously grouped together 

with reservoir underground.  
• The point feature symbol and area feature symbol were slightly altered. 

• The labels “Reservoir” and “Dugout” are no longer being used. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Rocks in Water Rochers dans l’eau 

Definition A natural formation visible above the water surface. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Rocks in Water 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography  

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Rocky Ledge/Reef  Barre rocheuse, récif 

Definition Rock formations that are exposed at low tide. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)   

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0)   

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol for rocky ledge/reef was slightly altered.    

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Slip, Drydock  Cale, Cale sèche  

Definition 
Slip  

An inclined structure in the water serving as a place for landing, building or repairing ships. 

Drydock 
An enclosure for repairing ships, from which the water can be drained.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, boat ramp became a stand-alone feature. It was previously grouped together with slip 
and drydock.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Spring Source 

Definition A place where water flows naturally from the ground. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Example Font 

 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions 
See Notes on Springs 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24  
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

String Bog Tourbière réticulée 

Definition An area (wooded or open) that was formerly a lake in which strings of vegetation, mainly 
sphagnum moss, float on the surface creating numerous pools of water. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (122, 204, 200) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
 

See Note on String Bogs and Wetlands 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol for string bogs was slightly altered.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Tundra Ponds Étangs de toundra 

Definition An area in a permafrost region where the lakes are so numerous they prevent movement across 
the area except when it is frozen. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specs 

 

Colour 

  RGB (153, 219, 246) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol for tundra ponds was slightly altered.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Underground Reservoir Réservoir souterrain 

Definition A natural or artificial underground basin where water is collected and contained for various uses.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 
  

  

Specifications 

  

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A  

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• Underground reservoir became a stand-alone feature. It was previously grouped 

together with reservoir.   
• The point feature symbol for underground reservoir was slightly altered.  
• The label “Reservoir” is no longer being used.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name Nom Français 

Waterbody or Shoreline Plan d’eau ou littoral 

Definition A body of water that can be fed and/or drained by a watercourse. The shoreline (definite, 
indefinite or approximate) of a waterbody is the line between land and water at the normal water 
level for non-tidal water, and at the normal high tide level for tidal waters.  This feature includes 
lake, pond, ocean and rivers wider than 25 m, as well as:  

Navigable Canal 
An artificial inland watercourse serving as a navigable waterway. 

Abandoned Canal 
An artificial inland watercourse that is no longer maintained. 

Flooded area 
An area covered by water because the natural drainage has been interrupted. 

Oxbow 
A crescent-shaped waterbody that is part of, or detached from, a meandering watercourse. 

Fish Pond 
A natural or artificial pond where fish are reared for re-stocking or for food. 

Irrigation Canal/Ditch (wider than 25 m) 
A trench dug in the earth for drainage or irrigation. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specs 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Text Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 122, 194) 
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 Text Example Font 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Large body of water (greater than 25cm): 
15-20  pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 
 
Medium body of water (10 to 25 cm): 
12-15 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 
 
Smaller body of water (5 to 10 cm): 
7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 
 
Smallest body of water (less than 5 cm): 
6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 
 
Large double-line river(greater than 25cm): 
16 and up pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 
 
Medium double-line river (less than 25cm): 
12-16  pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std –SemiBold Italic 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

As of  2009: 
• The features navigable canal, abandoned canal, fish pond, flooded area, oxbow, 

irrigation canal (wider than 25 m) and ditch (wider than 25m) are combined under the 
new feature Waterbody or Shoreline.  

• Shoreline indefinite and shoreline approximate are depicted the same as shoreline 
definite - with a solid line. Prior to 2009 these shorelines were depicted with a broken 
line.  

• Water elevations are no longer shown.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Watercourse  Cours d’eau  

Definition The path followed by the natural flow of water on the earth’s surface, draining an area or body of 
water. This feature includes brook, creek, stream, indefinite watercourse and rivers less than 25 
m wide (single-line), as well as :  

Braided Stream 
A watercourse divided into an intricate network of interlacing channels. 

Split Stream 
A branch of a watercourse that divides from and rejoins the watercourse further along. 

Oxbow 
A crescent-shaped single-line watercourse that is part of, or detached from, a meandering 
watercourse.   

Irrigation Canal/Ditch (narrower than 25 m) 
A trench dug in the earth for drainage or irrigation. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 
 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Example Font 

 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The features irrigation canal and ditch narrower than 25 m were grouped with the feature 

watercourse.  
• Definite or indefinite watercourses are depicted with a solid line. Prior to 2009 indefinite 

watercourses were depicted with a dashed line. 
• Braided stream or split stream is considered the same as a single line watercourse and 

is depicted with a solid line. Prior to 2009, braided streams and split streams were 
depicted with a thinner line than that used for single line watercourses. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Wetlands  Terres humides  

Definition A water-saturated area, covered intermittently or permanently with water. This feature includes: 

Marsh 
A water-saturated, poorly drained, intermittently or permanently water covered, having 
aquatic and/or grass-like vegetation (not wooded). 

Marsh in Water 
An area in the water having cattails, aquatic vegetation on or above the water’s surface. 

Muskeg  
An area of poorly drained, wet, spongy, open or sparsely treed bog mostly found in northern 
Canada. 

Swamp 
A water-saturated area, intermittently or permanently covered with water, having shrub and 
tree-type vegetation (wooded). 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (122, 204, 200)  

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

 

 

 

Large wetlands (greater than 10cm): 

16 up  pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std-Medium 

Medium wetlands (5 to 10 cm): 

12-16 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std–Medium  

Smaller wetlands (less than 5 cm): 

7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std–Medium 
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Instructions See Note on String Bogs and Wetlands 

See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A   

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Hydrography 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Wharf, Pier/Dock Quai, jetée  

Definition 
Wharf 

A structure built along or into a waterway to moor vessels when loading or unloading cargo 
and/or passengers. 

Pier/Dock 
A structure built out into a waterway from the shoreline used as a promenade and landing-
stage. 

*A jetty or quay will be considered the same as a pier or a wharf. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

 

Specifications 

 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, seawall is no longer grouped with pier and wharf; it was grouped with dyke/levee.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Cave Caverne 

Definition A natural underground chamber with an opening to the surface of the earth. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Note on Caves 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Esker Esker 

Definition 
A long, narrow, mostly sinuous and steep-sided ridge composed of natural material, deposited by 
a glacial stream. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (133, 113, 87) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Glacial Debris, Moraine Débris glaciaires, moraine 

Definition 
Glacial Debris 

A heterogeneous mixture of rocks transported or deposited by glaciers. Glacial debris is 
mapped near permanent snow and ice areas. 

Moraine 
A mound, ridge or other accumulation of glacial debris, deposited by direct action of 
glacier ice. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

  Glacial Debris 

  Moraine 

Specifications 

  Glacial Debris 

   Moraine 

Colour 

  RGB (153, 219, 246) 

  RGB (186, 181, 171) 

  RGB (173, 158, 138) 
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Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Note on Glacial Debris, Moraines and Permanent Snow and Ice 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The feature debris covered ice was changed to glacial debris and combined with

moraine. 
• The colour of the symbol was changed and the dot pattern was slightly altered.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications 1:50 000 

Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Permanent Snow and Ice Neige et glace permanentes 

Definition An extensive mass of land covered by snow or ice throughout the entire year. This feature 
includes: 

Glacier 
A slow moving mass of permanent snow and ice flowing from an area of snow accumulation 
on higher ground. 

Icefield  
An extensive mass of land ice covering a mountain region, consisting of many 
interconnected alpine and other types of glaciers, covering all but the highest peaks and 
ridges. 

Ice Cap 
A large dome-shaped mass of permanent snow and ice. 

Snowfield  
An area, usually at high elevation or in polar latitudes, where snow accumulates and remains 
on the ground during the entire year. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

 RGB (153, 219, 246) 

  RGB (225, 245, 253) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated  RGB (0,133 , 232) 
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Text Example Font 

Large glacier, ice cap or icefield: 
16 up  pt CAPS Stone Sans ITC Std–Medium Italic 

Medium glacier, ice cap or icefield: 
12-16 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std–Medium Italic 

Small glacier, ice cap or icefield: 
7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std–Medium Italic 

Instructions See Note on Glacial Debris, Moraines and Permanent Snow and Ice 

See Text Instructions for Landforms 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The features glacier, ice cap, snowfield and ice field were grouped together to form the

new feature permanent snow and ice. 
• A new area symbol was introduced to represent permanent snow and ice.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name Nom Français 

Pingo Pingo 

Definition A relatively large, ice-cored, conical or dome-shaped mound raised above the surrounding 
terrain by frost action and insulated with dirt and low vegetation. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (133, 113, 87) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Sand Sable 

Definition A fine granular rock material. This feature includes: 

Raised beach 
An inland deposit of sand and gravel that was once the shoreline of a sea or lake. 

Sand dunes 
A mound, ridge or hill of drifted sand. 

Strand line 
A shoreline, especially one marking an earlier and higher water level. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (173, 158, 138) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Landforms 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Landforms 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Tundra Polygons Polygones de toundra 

Definition An area of land in permafrost regions in which the land surface has cracked and separated, 
forming polygon-shaped islands with ice wedges between them. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (153, 219, 246) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Relief 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Approximate Contour 
(Index and Intermediate) 

Courbe de niveau approximative 
(maîtresse et intermédiaire) 

Definition An approximate contour is substituted for a normal contour when the ground cannot be 
accurately interpreted and the precise placement of the contour cannot be guaranteed due to the 
presence of permanent snow and ice.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (130, 130, 130) 

Text Designation Colour 

Elevation if indicated   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Notes on Contours and  Text Instructions for Relief

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the colour of approximate contour lines and elevation values was changed from brown 
to grey.   

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Relief 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Depression Contour 
(Index and Intermediate) 

Courbe de cuvette 
(maîtresse et intermédiaire) 

Definition A depression contour is a closed contour delimiting an area of lower elevation than the 
surrounding terrain, out of which there is no surface drainage.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (130, 130, 130) 

Text Designation Colour 

Elevation if indicated   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Notes on Contours and Text Instructions for Relief

Historical 
Note 

In 2009, the colour of depression contour lines and elevation values was changed from brown to 
grey. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Relief 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Index Contour Courbe de niveau maîtresse 

Definition An index contour, which is every fifth contour, is accentuated by a heavier line weight as an aid 
in identifying contours from one elevation to another. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (130, 130, 130) 

Text Designation Colour 

Elevation if indicated   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Notes on Contours  and Text Instructions for Relief

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the colour of contour lines and elevation values was changed from brown to grey. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Relief 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Intermediate Contour Courbe de niveau intermédiaire 

Definition An intermediate contour is a contour line drawn between index contours. There are four 
intermediate contours between two index contours. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (130, 130, 130) 

Text Designation Colour 

Elevation if indicated   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions 
See Notes on Contours and Text Instructions for Relief

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the colour of intermediate contour lines and elevation values was changed from brown 
to grey.  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Relief 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Spot Elevation Point coté 

Definition A spot elevation is a point on a map indicating an elevation that has been determined 
photogrammetrically. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (130, 130, 130) 

Text Designation Colour 

Elevation   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium Italic 

Instructions See Notes on Spot Elevations and  Text Instructions for Relief

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the colour of the symbol and text was changed from brown to grey. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Border Information and Grid Cadre et quadrillage 

Definition 
Border 

Area between the inside neatline and outside frame of the map 

Grid 
The 1000 metre Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) grid is shown in blue for the 
corresponding major grid appearing on the map face, and shown in brown for the adjacent 
zone overlapping grid  

Feature Font Colour Example 
BORDER INFORMATION See below See below See below 

Longitudes and latitudes 
(geographic coordinates) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Townships and Ranges 5 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Semi Bold   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (211, 173, 205) 

UTM GRID See below See below See below 

Eastings and Northings  
(complete values, main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium 

  RGB (102, 102, 204) 

Eastings and Northings  
(complete values, overlapping 
grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium 

  RGB (205, 170, 102) 

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, along the 
border, main grid) 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Semi Bold 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium 

  RGB (102, 102, 204) 

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, along the 
border, overlapping grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium RGB (205, 170, 102)

Eastings and Northings  
(intermediate values, inside 
map, main grid) 

7 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (102, 102, 204) 

Interior 100 000 metre Square 
identification letters (on map 
face) 

28 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Medium   RGB (163, 163, 224) 
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Instructions See Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Boundaries Frontière et limites 

Definition 
A limiting line, positioned and marked on the ground or legally described, to define a land division. 

Feature Font Colour Example 
International 7 pt CAPS Stone 

Sans ITC Std Bold 
(along boundary) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Provincial / Territorial 7 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Bold 
(along boundary) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Administrative 7 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Medium 
(along boundary) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi Bold 
(along boundary) 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium (centred in 
area, if possible)

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 2nd class 

3rd class, and City/Town/Village 

4th class 

Recreational 6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium (centred in 
the area if possible) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium 
(centred in the area if 
possible) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 4th Class 

5th Class 

Geographical 6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Medium 
(along boundary) 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Bounded Areas 6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std-Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Text Instructions on Boundaries 
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Historical Notes Prior to 2009: 
• Boundary names were represented in different fonts based on the old

classification: 
• Name for International, 1st class, second class, third class, fourth class, fifth

class were represented in Century Text Roman 
• Names for sixth class and eight class were represented in Trade Light Roman
• Labels for eighth class, ninth class and City, town, village limits were

represented in CG Trade Condensed
• Notes on Bounded area and Offshore island(s) were represented in Triumvirate

Roman

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Elevations Altitudes 

Definition 
The vertical distance of a point or a level, on or affixed to the surface of the earth, measured from 
mean sea level 

Feature Font Colour EXAMPLE 
Contour Elevation 6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Italic   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Spot Elevation 6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
Italic   RGB (112, 112, 110) 

Instructions See Text Instructions on Spot Elevations 

See Text Instructions on Relief 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009: 
• Water elevations for the Great Lakes appeared in black

• Water elevations converted from the imperial to the metric system were shown to one
decimal place

• Precise elevations were shown on National Topographic System maps

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Glacial Features Éléments glaciaires 

Definition 
Features consisting of ice or permanent snow 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Small Glacier, Ice Cap 
or Icefield  

7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std–Medium Italic  RGB (0, 133, 232) 

Medium Glacier, Ice Cap 
or Icefield

12-16 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std–Medium Italic  RGB (0, 133, 232) 

Large Glacier, Ice Cap 
or Icefield

16 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std–Medium Italic  RGB (0, 133, 232) 

Instructions 
See Text Instructions for Landforms 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009, glacial feature names were represented in Century Text Italic 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Hydrographic Features Éléments hydrographiques 

Definition Features consisting of water or associated mainly with water, such as oceans, seas, lakes, 
alluviums (intermittent lakes, sloughs), watercourses (rivers, canals, streams), wetlands 
(marshes, swamps) and other related features as waterfalls, rapids, springs, coulees and 
gulches. 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Waterbodies See below See below See below 

Large Body of Water 
(greater than 25 cm) 

15-20  pt 
CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 
Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Medium Body of Water 
(10 to 25 cm) 

12-15 pt u/l 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Smaller Body of Water 
(5 to 10 cm) 

7-12 pt u/l 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Smallest Body of Water 
(less than 5 cm) 

6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 
Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Watercourses See below See below See below 

Wide, Double-line River 
(greater than 20 cm 
long) 

16 pt and up 
CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 
Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Narrow, Double-line 
River 
(less than 20 cm long) 

12-16  pt 
CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 
Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Long Single-line Stream 
(greater than 20 cm 
long) 

9-18 pt u/l 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Medium Single-line 
Stream 
(12 cm to 20 cm long) 

8-12 pt u/l 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 
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Short Single-line 
Stream 
(less than 12 cm long) 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Canal: Navigable 
(double line) 

6-8 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Canal: Navigable 
(single line) 

6-8 pt u/l 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

*National Historic Site:
Canal or Waterway 

6-8 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Others See below See below See below 

Coulee*, Gulch* 
(water feature) 

* A coulee or a gulch
can be a land or water 
feature. The Toponymy 
Section will indicate the 
type of feature. For text 
specifications of the 
land feature, see 
Landforms and 
Wetlands 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt 
CPAS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Waterfall, Rapid and 
Spring 

6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

Waterfall Height 6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Text Instructions for Hydrography 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009: 
• Hydrographic names were represented in Century Text Italic
• Wetland names were represented in Century Text Italic
• Waterfall heights were represented in CG Trade Condensed

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Landforms and Wetlands Formes du terrain et terres humides 

Definition Natural physical features of the land 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Mountain Range 6 pt u/l to 24 pt CAPS 

Stone Sans ITC Std-
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Large Mountain 
(greater than 5 cm ) 

10 -24 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std-Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Dome, Cone, 
Smaller Mountain 
(1.5  to 5 cm) 

6-9 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Peak, Summit, 
Mount, Smallest 
Mountain,  

(smaller than 1.5 
cm) 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium    RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Barren, Bluff, 
Canyon, Cliff, 
Draw, Flat, Fork, 
Gorge, Gully, Hill, 
Hilltop, Neck, Pass, 
Plain, Plateau, 
Ridge, Valley 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Cave 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Coulee*, Gulch* 

(land feature) 

* A coulee or a
gulch can be a land 
or water feature. 
The Toponymy 
Section will indicate 
the type of feature. 
For text 
specifications of the 
water feature, see 
Hydrographic 
Features 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Bog, Marsh, 
Meadow, 
Savannah, Slough, 
Swamp 

6 pt u/l to 20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 
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Instructions See Text Instructions on Landforms and Text Instructions on Wetlands

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009, landform names were represented in Triumvirate Roman 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Man Made Features Éléments anthropiques 

Definition Features constructed by man (features related to transportation are handled on another page). 
Text associated with man made features includes: 

Label 
Generic text qualifiers attached to certain features such as buildings to scale, camps, 
conduits, fish hatcheries, stockyards, tolls, and airfields (abandoned or condition unknown) 

Height 
Numerical value attached to certain features such as chimneys, lookouts, navigation lights, 
radar antennas, silos, tanks, towers and satellite tracking stations, for specifying their height 
above ground  

Number 
Number attached to certain features such as pipelines or power transmission lines for 
specifying their number  

Name 
Specific (proper) names attached to features such as correctional institutes, dams, 
educational buildings, forts and historic sites

Feature Font Colour Example 
Label 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 

Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Height 6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Name 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Number 6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions 
See Text Instructions for Culture 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009: 

• Labels and landmark object heights were represented in CG Trade Condensed

• Man made feature names were represented in Century Text Italic

• Number for multiple power transmission lines or pipelines was represented in
Triumvirate Roman

Prior to 2000: 

• Railways were named as to their ownership

• The generic name was shown along with the specific name for seaplane bases and
seaplane anchorages

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map Surround (north margin) Habillage (marge nord) 

Definition The information contained in the north map margin between the outside border and the media 
edge  

Feature Font Colour Example 
Canada Wordmark 24 pt u/l 

Baskerville 
Old Face 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (237, 28, 36) 

Provisional Map 
Indications 

24 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 
(NORTH-EAST 
CORNER) 

See below See below 

NTS Number 12 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

Scale (word) 6 pt Stone 
Sans ITC 
Std Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

Scale (value) 12 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

Edition (word) 6 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

Edition (number) 12 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 
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Map Title 12 pt CAPS 
Stone 
Humanist 
ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

Instructions See Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map Surround (south margin) Habillage (marge sud) 

Definition The information contained in the south map margin between the outside border and the media edge 

Feature Font Colour Example 
TITLE BLOCK See below See below See below 

Map Title 20 pt CAPS Stone 
Humanist ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (61, 64, 64) 

Second-class 
Administrative 
Area 

8 pt u/l Stone 
Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (61, 64, 64) 

Province, 
Territory 

10 pt u/l Stone 
Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (61, 64, 64) 

Reference to 
Meridian 

8 pt u/l Stone 
Humanist ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (61, 64, 64) 

SCALE NOTES See below See below See below 

Distances on 
Scale Bar 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Kilometres or 
Metres 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Scale (word) 8 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Numerical Scale 8 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Scale 
(statement) 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

CONTOUR 
BLOCK 

See below See below See below 

Contour Interval 
Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (98, 106, 110)  
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Mean Sea Level 
Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (98, 106, 110)  

Note on 
Contours on 
Glacier 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

PRODUCTION 
NOTES 

See below See below See below 

Production 
Date, Producer 
and Print Quality 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Validity Dates 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Metadata Web 
Site 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

NRCan 
Contacts 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Copyright 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Navigation Note 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 

Provisional note 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 32, 42) 
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MAGNETIC 
DECLINATION 
BLOCK 

See below See below 

True North 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Magnetic 
Declination 
Value 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Magnetic North 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Grid North 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Magnetic 
Bearing 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Numerical 
Values Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Mean 
Declination Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Annual Change 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Magnetic 
Declination 
Information Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium Italic 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Erratic Compass 
Note 

6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

PROJECTION/ 
DATUM NOTES 

See below See below 
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Projection Note 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Datum Note 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

UNIVERSAL 
TRANSVERSE 
MERCATOR 
(UTM) GRID 

See below See below See below 

1000 metre 
Block 

See below See below 

"Grid Zone" Note 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (119, 136, 194)

Grid Zone 
Designation 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Zone Number 7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Overlapping Grid 
Note  

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (205, 170, 102) 

100 000 metre 
Block 

See below See below 

100 000 metre 
Note 

7 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (119, 136, 194) 

Identification 
Letters (in box) 

6 pt CAPS Arial 
Bold   RGB (119, 136, 194) 
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MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 
(south-east 
corner) 

See below See below 

NTS Number 12 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Scale 12 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Edition Number 12 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Version Number 12 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Series Number 12 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Words: 

Scale, 

Edition, 

Series 

6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold  

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

Version (word) 6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold  

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (0, 60, 85) 

INDEX TO 
ADJOINING 
MAPS (south-
east corner) 

See below See below 

NTS Number of 
the Map 

6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (137, 172, 144)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 
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NTS Number of 
the Surrounding 
Maps 

6 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Semi Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

Longitude or 
Latitude 
Coordinates 

6 pt  Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 60, 85)  

CATALOGUE 
INFORMATION 

See below See below 

Printed Map / 
Digital Map 
Statement 

6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Catalogue 
Number Text 

6 pt u/l Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Catalogue 
Number 

6 pt CAPS Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

ISSN 6 pt CAPS Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

ISBN 6 pt CAPS Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity 
Date 

2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Map Surround (west margin) Habillage (marge ouest) 

Definition The information contained in the east map margin between the outside border and the media 
edge  

Feature Font Colour Example 
National 
Topographic 
System (NTS) 
Number 

20 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (137, 172, 144) 

LEGEND See below See below 

Feature 
Explanation 

6.25 pt u/l 
Stone 
Humanist ITC 
Std Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

IMAGE PANEL 
AND MAP 
IDENTIFICATION 

See below See below 

NTS Number 18 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 
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Scale 8 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

18 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

Edition 8 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

18 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

Map Title 16 pt CAPS 
Stone 
Humanist ITC 
Std Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

Province / Territory 10 pt u/l Stone 
Humanist ITC 
Std Semi Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

INDEX TO 
ADJOINING 
MAPS 

See below See below 

NTS Number of the 
Map 

6 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Bold 

  RGB (137, 172, 144)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

NTS Numbers of 
the Surrounding 
Maps 

6 pt CAPS 
Stone Sans 
ITC Std Semi 
Bold 

  RGB (95, 111, 120) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

Longitude and 
Latitude 
Coordinates 

6 pt  Stone 
Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 60, 85)  

Logo N/A 

* This feature is
an image 

  RGB (138, 151, 159) 

  RGB (240, 74, 58) 

  RGB (0, 61, 88)  
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Federal Signature N/A 

* This feature is
an image 

  RGB (233, 232, 216) 

  RGB (206, 221, 164) 

  RGB (237, 28, 36)  

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

International 
Standard Book 
Number (ISBN) 
Barcode 

N/A 

* This feature is
an image 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Notes on Border, Grid and Surround 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, border, grid and surround were entirely redesigned. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Place Names Noms de lieux 

Definition Identification of populated areas 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Amalgamated City 12-24 pt CAPS Stone Sans 

ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

City, Town, District 
Municipality 

8 -18 pt CAPS Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Village and Urban 
Community (original 
restructured cities,  towns, 
villages) 

8-12 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Text Instructions on Place Names 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009: 
• Place names were represented in Century Text Roman

Prior to 2000: 
• Text sizing for place names was based on the population shown in the Canadian Guide

(shipper's directory) 
• Place names under 100  in population were represented in 8 pt u/l, Century Text Roman

Italic  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Shore Features Éléments côtiers 

Definition Land features totally or partially delimited by a shoreline (island, peninsula, point, cape, etc.) 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Large Island 
(greater than 15 cm ) 

16 pt and up CAPS 
Stone Sans ITC Std 
Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Medium Island or 
peninsula  
(10 to 15 cm) 

12-16 pt CAPS Stone 
Sans ITC Std Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Small Island 
(5 to 10 cm) 

7-12 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Smallest Island  
(less than 5 cm) 

6-7 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Rock, Ledge, Reef, Islet 6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Beach, Point, Cape, Head 
(more than 10 cm) 

7-8 pt u/l Stone Sans 
ITC Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Beach, Point, Cape, Head 
(less than 10 cm) 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions See Text Instructions on Shore Features 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009, shore feature names were represented in Triumvirate Text Roman. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Text 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Transportation Transport 

Definition Means of conveyance or travel from one place to another 

Feature Font Colour Example 
Highway 7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC 

Std Medium   RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Highway Route Number 6 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (141, 39, 27) 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

*Airport (without an
administrative boundary) 
* For airport with an administrative
boundary, see text specifications on 
Boundaries 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Bridge, Tunnel 6 pt Stone Sans ITC 
Std Medium   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Instructions 
See Text Instructions on Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2009: 
• The highway name “Trans-Canada Highway” was represented in Century Text Italic
• Highway route numbers were represented in CG Trade Condensed
• Railway-related features (e.g. junction, siding, station) were represented in Century Text

Roman
• Interchange numbers and ferry destinations were shown
• Railway stops were named when the name could be tied to a feature other than the

railway stop, e.g. siding, station, building, etc.

Prior to 2000: 
• Railways were named as to their ownership
• Parenthesized qualifiers such as (junction) or (station) were shown below the name of

railway-related features.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Airport and Airfield Aéroport et terrain d’aviation 

Definition 
Airport 

A land aerodrome licensed by Transport Canada having paved and lighted runways, an 
operating control tower and services for aircraft and passengers.  The legal limits of the 
airport are shown when available. 

Airfield 
A land aerodrome with limited services listed in the Canada Flight Supplement. 

Airfield: Abandoned 
An aerodrome no longer maintained for aviation purposes and listed as abandoned in the 
Canada Flight Supplement. 

Airfield: Condition Unknown 
An aerodrome not listed in the Canada Flight Supplement and for which no runway 
information is available. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

   Airport or Airfield 

   Hard Surface Runway 

   Loose Surface Runway  

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (224, 223, 210) 

* For other features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour
specifications. 
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Text Designation Colour 

Airport name if indicated 

Label if indicated 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

* For airport with administrative limit, the name is attached
to the boundary, see specifications on Administrative 
Boundary 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Airport/Airfield  and Text Instructions for Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 

• Point symbols were introduced to represent airports and airfields.

• A fill was introduced for runways.

• Airfields are no longer being named.

Validity Date  2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature 
Name French Equivalent 

Bridge, Trestle Pont, chevalet 

Definition 
Bridge 

A structure erected along a travelled route to span a depression or obstacle. 

Trestle 
An open framework used to support a railway across a large depression. 

*This feature includes viaducts and overpasses.

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Bridge length is shown to scale, Bridge width varies according to road class: 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (104, 104, 104) 

Text 
Designation Colour 

Name if indicated 
  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 
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Instructions 
See Notes on Bridges, Trestles  and Text Instructions for Transportation

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a bridge and a trestle. 

Validity Date 
2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Covered Bridge Pont couvert 

Definition A bridge which has a building-like cover to protect the bridge surface. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (156, 156, 156) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instruction 
See Notes on Bridges, Trestles   See Text Instructions for Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent covered bridges. They are no longer 
identified by the label “Covered”. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Moveable Bridge Pont mobile 

Definition A bridge on which a portion of the surface can be moved to allow passage through the waterway. 

This feature includes: draw bridge, lift bridge and swing bridge.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The feature name “Bridge: Swing/Draw/Lift” was replaced with the name “Moveable

Bridge”.
• A new symbol was introduced to represent a moveable bridge.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Causeway Chaussée 

Definition An embankment built across a wet area to carry a road or railway. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (173, 158, 138)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Note on Causeways See Text Instructions for Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a causeway. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Ferry Route Traverse 

Definition The water route a ferry follows when transporting vehicles, cargo and/or passengers. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol representing ferry route was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Footbridge Passerelle 

Definition A bridge for pedestrians, bicycles, and some types of light recreational vehicles. Footbridges are 
used for crossing major arteries (urban areas) or obstructions such as streams, rivers, and deep 
depressions along trails. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Ford Gué 

Definition A shallow part of a watercourse suitable for crossing by people or vehicles. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Heliport Héliport 

Definition A land aerodrome designed to be used by helicopters. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specs 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Note on Heliports 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Highway Interchange Échangeur routier 

Definition The intersection of two or more roads so designed that vehicles may enter or exit without 
obstructing other traffic. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009, the feature highway interchange number is no longer being shown. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Highway Route Number Numéro de route 

Definition 
The number assigned to a highway. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

  RGB (183, 118, 37)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated   RGB (141, 39, 27) 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

Example Font 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

6 pt Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Route Numbers ,  See Text Instructions for Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The symbol for a  highway route number was slightly altered.
• Roads with dual route numbers are identified by placing two symbols close together.

Prior to 2009, the two numbers were place in one symbol.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway Turntable Chemin de fer : plaque tournante 

Definition A railed platform used to turn locomotives around. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0)  

  RGB (255, 255, 255) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A  

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway Yard Gare de triage 

Definition 
An area where more than three sets of railway tracks are used for parking, loading or reorganizing the 
railway cars into trains. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (156, 156, 156) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions 
See Note on Railway Yards 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway, abandoned Chemin de fer abandonné 

Definition A railway which is no longer used for railed traffic. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB  (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway, Multiple Tracks Chemin de fer, voies multiples 

Definition A roadbed with 2 or more lines of rails, fixed to ties, providing a track for the movement of trains 
and other equipment. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Railway, Single Track Chemin de fer, voie unique 

Definition A roadbed with a single set of rails (standard gauge, 1.435 m apart or narrow gauge, 0.967 m apart) 
fixed to ties providing a track for the movement of trains and other equipment. This feature 
includes:  

Wye 
A Y shaped track used to turn railway vehicles around. 

Railway Side Track 
A track connected to the main track used for the temporary storage, passing, loading and 
unloading of railway cars or the turning of railway vehicles. Sidings, spurs and passing tracks 
are shown as side tracks.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2000, railway under construction and railway position approximate were shown. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Rapid Transit: Rail Transport rapide : voie ferrée 

Definition A railway-like feature such as a subway, monorail or miniature railway. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

Prior to 2008, this feature was called railway: special track/rapid transit. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Rapid Transit: Road Transport rapide : route 

Definition A road restricted to vehicles of the public transportation system. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads 

Historical 
Notes 

N/A 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road A: hard surface, more than 2 
lanes 

Route A : revêtement dur, plus de 2 voies 

Definition A hard surface all season road having more than 2 lanes, with or without a median. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if Indicated 

Number if indicated * 

* See Highway Route Number feature page
for specifications)

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Example Font 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Roads and Text Instructions for Transportation 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• A and A1 roads were combined.
• The symbol was slightly altered.

Prior to 2009: 
• If, for a specific map, no red plate existed in the printing process, the highway name

would appear in black. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road B: hard surface, 2 lanes Route B: revêtement dur, 2 voies 

Definition A hard surface, all season road with 2 lanes. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated 

Number if indicated * 

* See Highway Route Number feature page
for specifications)

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Example Font 

7 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Notes on Roads and Text Instructions for Transportation

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The symbol was slightly altered.

Prior to 2009: 
• If no red plate existed in the printing process, the highway name would appear in black.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road C: hard surface, less than 2 lanes Route C : revêtement dur, moins de 2 voies 

Definition A hard surface all season road with less than 2 lanes, or a passage whose primary function is to 
provide access for resource extraction. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road D: loose surface, 2 lanes or more Route D : de gravier, 2 voies ou plus 

Definition A loose or stabilized surface, all season road with 2 or more lanes. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

Text Designation Colour 

Number if indicated 

* See Highway Route Number feature page
for specifications)

N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads and Text Instructions for Transportation

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road E: loose surface, less than 2 lanes Route E : de gravier, moins de 2 voies 

Definition A loose surface, all season road with less than 2 lanes. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road F:  loose surface, dry weather Route F : de gravier, temps sec 

Definition A loose surface, less than 2 lane road, suitable only for use during dry weather conditions. This 
feature includes farm lane and laneway.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road G: Vehicle Track or Winter Road Route G : Chemin de terre ou chemin 
d`hiver 

Definition 
Vehicle Track 

Roads with little or no improvement, sufficiently wide for a four wheel vehicle and includes 
roads of higher classifications that have been allowed to deteriorate. 

Winter Road 
A road useable only in the winter because it often passes over frozen lakes and other 
wetlands. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (78, 78, 78) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the colour of G roads was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road H: Trail or Portage Route H : sentier ou portage 

Definition 
Trail 

A narrow path or route for walking, hiking or bicycling. 

Portage 
A trail used by canoeists to bypass an unnavigable portion of a watercourse or to go from one 
watercourse or waterbody to another. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

  RGB (78, 78, 78) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Portages 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The colour of H roads was slightly altered.
• The symbol P was replaced by the canoe symbol.

In 2000: 
• The label “P” (6 pt CAP CG Trade Condensed = FT 37) representing a portage was

replaced by the symbol P. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road: Street, loose or stabilized surface Route : de gravier, aggloméré, rue 

Definition 
A loose surface public road in a residential, cottage or commercial area, usually having buildings on 
one or both sides. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (183, 118, 37) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Road: Street, hard surface Route : revêtement dur, rue 

Definition 
A hard surface (paved) public road in a residential, cottage or commercial area, usually having 
buildings on one or both sides. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (141, 39, 27) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Notes on Roads 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, the symbol was slightly altered. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Seaplane Base, Seaplane Anchorage Hydrobase, Mouillage d`hydravions 

Definition 
Seaplane Base 

A water aerodrome which is licensed by Transport Canada and which provides services for 
aircraft and/or passengers.  

Seaplane Anchorage 
A water aerodrome with mooring for seaplanes, but with limited services. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

* Features associated with this complex are shown to their individual specifications.

Colour 

  RGB (0, 122, 194) 

* For other features associated with this complex, refer to the individual feature colour
specifications.

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions N/A 

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a seaplane base and a seaplane anchorage. 

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Toll Péage 

Definition An indication of where a fee is charged for the use of the road or bridge, etc.  

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

N/A 

Colour 

N/A 

Text Designation Colour 

Label   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions See Note on Toll and Text Instructions for Transportation

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009: 
• The feature “Toll Gate” was replaced by the feature “Toll”.
• The “Toll Gate” symbol was replaced by the label “Toll”.
• Showing the feature “Gate” was discontinued.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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Category Transportation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Tunnel Tunnel 

Definition 
A subterranean passageway providing a route for road and/or rail traffic. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

  RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Text Designation Colour 

Name if indicated   RGB (0, 0, 0) 

Example Font 

6 pt u/l Stone Sans ITC Std Medium 

Instructions 
See Notes on Roads and Text Instructions for Transportation

Historical 
Notes 

In 2009, a new symbol was introduced to represent a tunnel. 

Validity Date  2009-03-24 
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Category Vegetation 

Feature Name French Equivalent 

Wooded Area Région boisée 

Definition An area at least 25 per cent covered by coniferous, deciduous and mixed-wood trees. This 
feature also includes orchards, vineyards and hopfields. 

Cartographic 
Symbols 

Portrayal 

Specifications 

Colour 

 RGB (219, 239, 220) 

Text Designation Colour 

N/A N/A 

Example Font 

N/A N/A 

Instructions See Note on Wooded Areas 

Historical 
Notes 

As of 2009: 
• The colour for wooded areas was slightly changed.
• The symbols for orchard and vineyard/hopfield are no longer being used. These features

are depicted as wooded area.
• The symbols for firebreak and cutline are no longer being used. Firebreaks and cutlines

big enough to be shown are represented as clearings.

Validity Date 2009-03-24 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

BORDER, GRID AND SURROUND 

GENERAL NOTES 

• This information is computer generated and requires minimal editing.

• Measurements and position are inherent to program output and are not addressed in
detail within this documentation.

• The leading language is defined as French for Quebec and English for the other
provinces and territories. The leading language is placed to the left or above the
secondary language.

• For maps that include areas of Quebec, the province covering the larger land mass
determines the leading language for the map surround.

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Map Series 

In Canada, the 1/50 000 polychrome Map Series Numbering System takes the form of a 
letter followed by a three-digit number:  

Series Number Province/Territory 
A713 Nunavut 
A721 British Columbia 
A722 Yukon 
A733 Northwest Territories 
A741 Alberta 
A742 Saskatchewan 
A743 Manitoba 
A751 Ontario 
A761 Quebec 
A771 Labrador 
A781 Newfoundland 
A791 Nova Scotia 
A791 Prince Edward Island 
A791 New Brunswick 

Note: Maps that include more than one province are coded to the province with the 
greater area. 
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Magnetic Declination 

• The graphic angles in the diagrams are fixed. The numerical values beside each
diagram indicate the true angles.

• The magnetic declination values are valid for 5 years.

• See http://www.geomag.nrcan.gc.ca/calc/mdcal-eng.php for up-to-date magnetic
declination values.

• For information on the erratic compass in certain areas, see
http://www.geomag.nrcan.gc.ca/mag_fld/compass-eng.php

Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) Grid Zone Designation 

• Starting at the 180° meridian and proceeding east, the columns, each covering 6° of
longitude, are numbered consecutively from 1 through 60.

• Starting at 80°S lat., the rows, each covering 8° of latitude, are lettered alphabetically
from C through X, with the letters I and O omitted.

• The North Polar and South Polar areas are divided into halves by the 0°-180°
meridians. The halves containing the west longitudes are given the grid zone
designations "Y" and "A" respectively; the halves containing the east longitudes are
given the grid zone designations "Z" and "B" respectively. Numbers are not used in
conjunction with the letters.

• The lettering system covering the 8° of latitude zones for Canada are as follows:

from 72°N lat. to 84°N lat.; the letter "X" (northern 12° zone) 
from 64°N lat. to 72°N lat.; the letter "W" 
from 56°N lat. to 64°N lat.; the letter "V"  
from 48°N lat. to 56°N lat.; the letter "U"  
from 40°N lat. to 48°N lat.; the letter "T"  

• The Grid Zone Designation is identified by reading the column first and then the row,
e.g. 18T for Canada's capital city, Ottawa, situated at approximately 45° 25' N, 75°
45' W.

• See a map of the UTM Grid System (http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/
geography-boundary/mapping/topographic-mapping/10568) as it
applies to Canada. 

• These zones are further subdivided into 100 000 metre squares.

100 000 metre Square Identification 

• Each 100 000 metre square is identified by a combination of two alphabetical letters.

• Starting at the 180° meridian and proceeding east along the equator, each 100 000
metre column is lettered alphabetically from A through Z, with I and O omitted.

• This lettering system is repeated every 18° of longitude and a similar area in latitude.

http://www.geomag.nrcan.gc.ca/calc/mdcal-eng.php
http://www.geomag.nrcan.gc.ca/mag_fld/compass-eng.php
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography-boundary/mapping/topographic-mapping/10568
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography-boundary/mapping/topographic-mapping/10568
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• Starting at the equator and proceeding north, each row is lettered alphabetically from
A through V, with I and O omitted.

• Reading from south to north, this lettering system is repeated every 2 000 000
metres.

• Every odd-numbered Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) grid zone has the
alphabet of the 100 000 metre row letters, in sequence from A through V, beginning
at the equator.

• The even-numbered UTM zones have the alphabet of the 100 000 metre row letters
beginning at the northing grid line, 500 000 metres south of the equator. This
staggering of row letters for the even-numbered zones, lengthens the distance
between 100 000 metre squares of the same identification.

• To prevent ambiguity of identification along ellipsoid junctions in Canada, changes in
the order of row letters are necessary; thus the row alphabet (second letter) is shifted
ten letters.

• On the surround, the interior lines in the diagram reflect the position and angle of the
blue grid on the map face. The letters are also shown on the map face; see
100 000 metre UTM Interior Grid Letters.

• The 100 000 metre squares are further subdivided into a 1000 metre grid.

100 000 metre UTM Interior Grid Letters 

There are four possibilities for positioning the 100 000 metre square identification letter sets 
on the map face.  

1. Maps entirely within a 100 000 metre square:

• Letter sets appear twice.

• Both sets of letters are centred in a grid square approximately halfway
between the north and south neatlines.

2. Maps with one horizontal 100 000 metre grid line:

• Each 100 000 metre square is identified by two sets of letters.

• The sets of letters representing the upper square are centred in a grid square
immediately above the 100 000 metre grid line, one approximately one-third
of the map width in from the west neatline, and the other approximately one-
third of the map width in from the east neatline.

• The sets of letters representing the bottom square are centred in a grid
square immediately below the 100 000 metre grid line, one approximately
one-third of the map width in from the west neatline, and the other
approximately one-third of the map width in from the east neatline.
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3. Maps with one vertical 100 000 metre grid line:

• Each 100 000 metre square is identified by two sets of letters.

• The sets of letters representing the left square are centred in a grid square
immediately on the left side of the 100 000 metre grid line, one approximately
one-third of the map width in from the north neatline, and the other
approximately one-third of the map width in from the south neatline.

• The sets of letters representing the right square are centred in a grid square
immediately on the right side of the 100 000 metre grid line, one
approximately one-third of the map width in from the north neatline, and the
other approximately one-third of the map width in from the south neatline.

4. Maps with intersecting 100 000 metre grid lines:

• Each 100 000 metre square is identified by one set of letters.

• Each set of letters is centred in a grid square on the appropriate square side
of the grid line intersection.

1000 metre UTM Grid 

• The grid spacing is 1000 metres and the line weight for each 10 000 metre grid line is
heavier than the 1000 metre grid lines.

• The numbering system for this 1000 metre UTM grid derives its Easting origin from
the central meridian of each 6° UTM zone (1 to 60). A value of 500 000 metres (E) is
given to this origin. The Northing origin is the equator and its value is 0 metres (N);
therefore Ottawa, Canada's capital city, is just over 5 million metres (N).

• Grid lines are broken to accommodate the interior grid values.

• In the east-west direction, two vertical columns of grid numbers are spaced equally
between the grid lines that divide the map into approximately three equal parts.

• In a north-south direction, two horizontal rows of grid numbers are spaced equally
between the grid lines that divide the map into approximately three equal parts.

• To prevent congestion, the rows or columns may be moved one or two grid squares
from their intended position.

Latitudes and Longitudes 

• To indicate latitudes and longitudes, the frame of the map is subdivided into one-
minute intervals. The minute subdivisions are shown as a black tick.

• Latitude and longitude values are shown on the outside of the frame of the map,
parallel to the base and aligned with the black tick.
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Border Grid Values 

• Complete Grid Values
- Each of the four corners of a map has a complete Northing and Easting grid line

identification value. The Easting and Northing 1000 metre grid line values (bold 
numbers) are prefixed by the 100 000 metre value and followed by three zeroes 
to round out the number. The zeroes are followed by a lower case "m" indicating 
metres and in turn by a capital "E" or "N" indicating Easting or Northing.  

Eastings: 
- The complete Easting value is placed parallel to the base near the frame of the 

map, as close to each corner as possible without interfering with any other border 
information. Its true position is dependent on the actual grid placement within the 
map. The complete number is centred, including the "m" and the "E", on the 
appropriate grid line.  

Northings: 
- The complete Northing value is placed near the frame of the map as close to 

each corner as possible without interfering with any other border information. Its 
true position is dependent on the actual grid placement within the map. The 
complete number is centred, including the "m" and the "N", opposite the 
appropriate grid line and reading away from the centre of the map.  

• Intermediate values
Eastings:
- Each 1000 metre intermediate grid value (second and third digit) is numbered in

the north and south border, close to the neatline, parallel to the base and aligned 
to the appropriate grid line. If an intermediate grid number interferes with any 
other border information, the grid number is deleted. 

Northings: 
- Each 1000 metre intermediate grid value (third and fourth digit) is numbered in 

the east and west border, close to the neatline, parallel to the base and aligned 
to the appropriate grid line.  

• Overlapping Grid
- In addition to the values of the major blue grid, maps bordering a grid zone

change will show the grid values and ticks of the adjacent grid zone, in brown. 

- The small straight lines (ticks), spaced around the entire border, perpendicular to 
the neatline, represent the position of the brown overlapping grid. Every 10 000 
metre heavy brown tick is numbered to the right and parallel to the grid tick in the 
south and north borders. In the east and west borders, the number is positioned 
above the grid tick. When a grid tick interferes with any other border information, 
it is shortened to avoid conflicting detail.  

Townships and Ranges Number 

• Townships and Ranges are identified by placing their respective numbers in the
border, near the frame of the map, on either side of the virtual extension of the
boundary. The number is placed without interfering with any other border information.
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Title Block 

• When there is no suitable title provided for a map, the words NO TITLE appear in the
title block.

BOUNDARIES 

GENERAL NOTES 

• The dashed-line boundary symbol is dropped along roads, single-line drainage and
shorelines, but the boundary band is retained.

• The dashed-line boundary symbol is dropped when a boundary line, centred on a
narrow double-line watercourse, interferes with the shorelines.

• Administrative boundaries and recreational boundaries are shown through
waterbodies when geographic boundaries are not shown through waterbodies.

• International and provincial/territorial boundaries are shown when coincident with the
map neatline, and their symbology takes precedence over that of the neatline.

• International provincial/territorial administrative and recreational boundaries take
precedence over a trail or power transmission line.

• Geographic boundaries are not shown inside national and provincial parks, Indian
reserves, Department of National Defence properties (or federal land) or municipal
limits.

• Boundary areas under minimum size (100 m X 100 m) are still shown and
represented as an area of (100 m X 100 m).

• Recreational areas without limits are represented by a point symbol.

• The bounded area outline is shown in special cases when full integration of
numerous elements is not possible.

TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (BOUNDARIES) 

(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

Specific and Generic 

• The approved practice for boundary naming is SPECIFIC FIRST, GENERIC LAST,
unless otherwise supplied by the Canadian Geographical Names Data Base
(CGNDB);

• The exception to the previous rule is in Quebec, where the following applies:
GENERIC FIRST, SPECIFIC LAST, unless supplied otherwise by the CGNDB;

• If space does not permit inclusion of the specific name along a city, town or village
limit, the appropriate label, e.g. City Limits, is the identifier.

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca
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Language 

• Names of Pan-Canadian Significance are shown in both official languages on
National Topographic System (NTS) maps;

• All federal land names (e.g. national parks) appear in both official languages
(leading-language rule applies).

• All federal property names appear in both official languages (leading language rule
apply). Federal properties include:

 Airports
 Correctional institutes
 Department and National Defence properties*
 Experimental farms
 Etc.

* If the Department name appears along with its specific name, the Department name
takes precedence (CAPS/larger text) over the specific name (u/l). 

• Provincial land names (e.g. provincial parks, etc.) appear unilingual, in the official first
language of the province.

Place Names 

• Place-name text size is determined by the size of the built-up and/or geographic area
to which it relates.

• Text for amalgamated cities is unit-spaced and centred within the area.

• Cities, towns and villages that have been regrouped under a new name retain their
original name, e.g. Nepean, Kanata, etc.

• If a city, town or village boundary extends onto an adjacent map where the name
does not appear, the full official boundary name, e.g. Ottawa City Limits, is positioned
along the corresponding boundary on the adjacent map.

Positioning 

• For international, provincial/territorial, administrative (2nd and 3rd class) and
geographical boundaries, the name appears along the boundary.

• For recreational and administrative (4th class) boundaries, the name appears centred
in the area and parallel to the base of the map.

• If a map falls entirely within an administrative (2nd class) boundary and no boundary
line exists to affix the name to, the boundary name is included within the title block.

• If a map falls entirely within an administrative (3rd class or lesser) boundary and no
boundary line exists to affix the name to, the boundary name appears centred in the
area and parallel to the base of the map. The text size may be enlarged, depending
on the size of the area.

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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Districts – Special Cases 

• As of April 11, 2001, the following three district names (Franklin, Keewatin and
Mackenzie) are not used on NTS maps of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut,
although they are on the list of Names of Pan-Canadian Significance.

Native Land Claims 

• Native land claims identification letters are shown in CAPS only.

Indian Reserves 

• Examples of approved forms of Indian reserve naming are indicated below:

1. ANAHIM INDIAN RESERVE 6
RÉSERVE INDIENNE ANAHIM 6 (leading-language rule applies)

2. RI 6 ANAHIM IR 6 (leading-language rule does not apply)
3. ....RI 6

ANAHIM
....IR 6 (leading-language rule does not apply) 

4. IR 8 ..RI 8 (leading-language rule applies)

Meridians and Base Lines 

• Meridian and Base Line names appear in both official languages, with leading
language English.

Bounded Area and Offshore Island Notes 

• The bounded area note appears in both official languages (leading-language rule
applies), positioned in a central location that best relates to the elements within the
bounded area.

• The offshore island note establishes the jurisdiction of offshore islands belonging to a
province or territory. The note appears in both official languages (leading-language
rule applies), positioned in a central open water location that best relates to the
island(s).

CULTURE 

GENERAL NOTES 

Buildings 

• Buildings up to 60 m in length are referred to as point buildings, but do not include
sheds and garages under 10 m X 10 m.

• Buildings 60 m or greater in length are referred to as building to scale.

• Buildings to scale are shown in their correct position and orientation where space
permits.

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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• The shape of buildings to scale is generalized to exclude protrusions smaller than 20
m.

• For buildings to scale, with adjacent point buildings or other point features (e.g. tanks,
silos, etc.), the size and position of the building to scale is retained, while point
buildings and point features are displaced to minimum line separation (0.2 mm).

• Where there are a number of adjacent buildings to scale, minimum line separation is
maintained by reducing the size of the buildings and maintaining their shape.

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Identified Buildings 

• Within built-up areas, all identified buildings are shown.

• For point buildings, the symbol is oriented to the base of the map.

• For buildings with ancillary symbols, the ancillary symbol is placed so that it is not
obscured by other map features.

• Industrial building point features are represented the same way as indentified
building point features.

• For educational institutes, only the most prominent buildings are shown with the
ancillary symbol.

Unidentified Buildings 

• Within built-up areas, unidentified point buildings are not shown.

• Point buildings situated within the equivalent of 2 mm of a road are oriented parallel
to the road.

• The minimum distance between a point building and the edge of a road is equivalent
to 0.2 mm.

• Industrial building point features are represented the same way as unidentified
building point features.

Built-up Areas 

• The built-up area tint is shown where a significant number of roads are coded as
streets.

• The built-up area tint is not shown in parks, area outline features, areas adjacent to
hospitals, educational buildings or other institutions that have grounds equivalent to 2
mm x 2 mm.

• Trailer parks are shown as built-up area.

• Ribbon developments are not shown as built-up area.

• Within a built-up area, all identified buildings are shown.

• Within a built-up area, unidentified buildings are shown only when the buildings are to
scale.

• Within a built-up area, communication towers and power transmission lines are not
shown.
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Complexes 

The following features are considered to be complexes: 
- Airports
- Camps
- Fish hatcheries
- Forts
- Marinas
- Seaplane anchorages
- Seaplane bases
- Service centres
- Satellite tracking stations

• The point symbol or the label for complexes is oriented to the base of the map and is
placed to best represent the extent of the complex.

• Features related to the complex are shown to their individual specifications.

• Small forts that cannot be shown to scale are represented with the historic site point
symbol.

Ruins 

• The ruins point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.

Area Outline Features 

Area outline features include: 
- Campgrounds
- Cemeteries
- Domestic waste depot
- Electric facilities
- Golf courses
- Industrial solid depots
- Lookouts
- Lumberyards
- Mines
- Oil or natural gas facilities
- Ruins
- Stock yards
- Zoos

• Area outline features to scale are shown with an area outline combined with a
specific label or point symbol. The point symbol or the label is oriented to the base of
the map and placed inside the area outline. If the outline is too small to allow a
legible presentation, the point symbol or the label is placed outside the area outline at
the Preferred Position. Area outline features to scale refers to:
- Campgrounds and mines greater than 250 m x 250 m
- Cemeteries, domestic waste depot, electric facilities, industrial solid depots and

oil or natural gas facilities greater than 100 m x 100 m 
- Golf courses, lumber yards, stock yards and zoos (these features are always 

shown to scale) 
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• Area outline point features are shown with a specific point symbol which is oriented to
the base of the map. Area outline point features refers to:
- Campgrounds and mines smaller or equal to 250 m x 250 m
- Cemeteries, domestic waste depot, electric facilities, industrial solid depots and

oil or natural gas facilities smaller or equal to 100 m x 100 m 

• More than one symbol may be required to identify the extent of the area outline
feature to scale (e.g. golf course).

• The dashed pattern of area outline is not shown through waterbodies and when
coincident with hydrographic or linear features, such as roads, railways, power-
transmission lines, pipelines, etc.

Extraction Areas 

Extraction areas include: 
- Mines
- Quarries
- Clay pits
- Gravel pits
- Sand pits

• Contours are not shown through extraction areas.

Dykes/Levees 

• Dykes and levee-like features caused by dredging from canals or ditches are not
shown unless they serve the purpose of a dyke/levee (contain water).

• Dykes/levees around tanks are not shown.

Landmark Objects 

Landmark objects include: 
- Chimneys
- Tanks (oil or water)
- Grain elevators
- Silos
- Towers (clearance, communication, radio-telescope, fire, control)
- Wind-operated devices

• Landmark point symbols are oriented to the based of the map.

• Landmark features are positioned away from roads and water.

• When several landmark features are located in a congested area, only a
representative number are shown, and the highest height should be retained.

• Communication towers are not shown in built-up areas.
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Navigation Lights and Navigation Beacons 

• Navigation light and navigation beacon point symbols are oriented to the base of the
map.

• Navigation lights and navigation beacons over 30 metres have a height value.

Pipelines and Power Transmission Lines 

• When multiple lines are shown as a single line, the number-of-lines symbol is added.

• Number-of-lines symbols are oriented to the base of the map and placed in clear and
legible positions. More than one symbol may be necessary to obtain proper
representation.

• The number in the number-of-lines symbol is oriented to the base of the map.

• Power transmission lines are not shown in built-up areas.

TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (CULTURE) 

(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

Language 

• Labels are shown in French in Quebec and in English in other provinces and
territories

• Names of Pan-Canadian Significance and national historic sites are shown in both
official languages 

Buildings 

• For buildings with a label or name, the text is placed in the Preferred Position.

• Only the following buildings and sites can have their names shown:

o Correctional institute

o Educational building

o Fort

o Historic site

o Parliament buildings

• Parliament buildings are labelled differently depending on the province.

British Columbia Parliament Building 
Alberta  Legislature Building 
Saskatchewan  Legislative Building 
Manitoba Legislative Building 
Ontario  Legislative Building 
Quebec  Hôtel du Parlement  
New Brunswick  Legislative Building 

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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Nova Scotia  Province House 
Prince Edward Island Legislative Buildings 
Newfoundland and Labrador House of Assembly 
Nunavut Legislative Assembly Building 
Northwest Territories Legislative Assembly Building 
Yukon  Legislative Building 
Ottawa  Parliament Building 

Height and Numerical Value 

• The height value attached to Landmark Objects, navigation lights or navigation
beacons is oriented to the base of the map.

• The numerical value attached to a single linear feature (e.g. power transmission
lines, pipelines) is oriented to the base of the map.

HYDROGRAPHY 

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Boat Ramps 

• Only boat ramps available for public use are shown.

Conduits 

• Conduits are not shown through congested or built-up areas.

Dams 

• Beaver dams are not shown as dams.

Disappearing Streams 

• The arrowhead is placed at the visible termination of the watercourse.

Exposed Shipwrecks 

• Shipwreck point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.

Falls 

• Falls over 3 m have a height value.
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Locks 

• Symbols are positioned to point upstream.

• If the number of locks is such that symbols overlap, only a representative number of
symbols are shown.

Obstacles in Water 

• Point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.

Rapids 

• If the number of rapids is such that symbols overlap, only a representative number of
symbols are shown.

Rocks in Water 

• If the number of rocks in water is such that symbols overlap, only a representative
number are shown.

• Rock point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.

• Islands that are less than minimum size of 50 m are shown as rocks in water.

Springs 

• Springs are shown in arid regions.

• Springs with officially approved names are shown.

• Spring point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.

String bogs and Wetlands 

• Symbol patterns are oriented to the base of the map.

TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (HYDROGRAPHY) 
(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

Waterbodies 

• The text is centred in the feature in a straight line or smooth curve depending on the
shape of the feature.

• No text unit spacing (kerning) is shown if the name is placed outside of a lake.
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• If the feature is too small or too narrow, the text is placed outside of the feature
following the hierarchical positioning rules.

Examples 

Watercourses 

• The text is positioned so that it properly identifies the feature throughout its entire length.

• The text is positioned and oriented to accommodate the shape of the feature.

• The name is repeated for long features (greater than 60 cm).

• Priority positioning of double line watercourse names:
o The name is positioned inside the feature when a watercourse is equivalent to

greater than 2.5 mm in width.
o The name is positioned along the upper side of the feature, when the feature is

equivalent to less than 2.5 mm in width.
o The name is positioned on the lower side of the feature, when necessary.
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• In a compound name such as "BLACK BEAR CREEK", where "BLACK BEAR" is the
specific and "CREEK" the generic, the spacing between the words of the compound-
specific is half the spacing between the specific and the generic.

Wetlands 

• Text for wetlands are unit spaced (kerned) and centred on or along the feature in a
straight line or smooth curve, as necessary

• For text specifications and colour see Landforms and Wetlands

Shore Features 

• Where area features, such as islands, capes and peninsulas, are large enough to
accommodate the name without crowding, the text is centrally positioned within the
feature in a horizontal line or a smooth curve in one or more lines.

Other 

• If a canal is an historic site, the official name is shown in blue.

• For dams, falls or rapids with names, the text is placed in the Preferred Position.

• A coulee, gulch or pup can be a land or hydrographic feature. If listed as a water feature,
the text colour is blue, and if listed as land feature, the text colour is black.

• For features less than 5 cm long, such as rivers, creeks and ditches, where the 6 pt u/l
name would take up more space than the feature, the 5 pt u/l text is used.

• Names of Pan-Canadian Significance are shown in both official languages.

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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• Only waterfalls having a vertical drop greater than 3 m have their height value shown,
and the value is positioned parallel to the base of the map.

LANDFORMS 

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Caves 

• The symbol at the entrance of the cave is positioned with the lower portion of the "Y"
pointing uphill.

Glacial Debris, Moraines and Permanent Snow and Ice 

• Contours within glacial, moraines and permanent snow and ice areas are shown as
approximate.

TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (LANDFORMS) 

(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

• Text for valleys, mountain ranges, plateaus, canyons and passes are unit spaced
(kerned) and centred on or along the feature in a straight line or smooth curve, as
necessary.

• A coulee, gulch or pup can be a land or hydrographic feature. If listed as a water
feature, the text colour is blue; if listed as land feature, the text colour is black.

• Names of Pan-Canadian Significance are shown in both official languages.

• For caves with names, the text is placed in the Preferred Position.

RELIEF 

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Contours 

A contour is an imaginary line on the ground connecting points of equal elevation 
referenced to mean sea level datum. The vertical measurement between two contours is 
called the contour interval, and is expressed in metres. Contours are numbered to 
indicate the elevation value of the contour line. 

• Contours are not shown through:
- Dams
- Extraction areas (mines, quarries, clay pits, gravel pits, sand pits)

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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- Domestic waste depots 
- Fish pounds 
- Industrial solid depots 
- Liquid waste ponds 
- Reservoirs 
- Waterbodies 

• The re-entrants ("u" shape in contour pointing towards the high land) are shown on
streams or in well-defined valleys (see diagram below).

• On depression contours, the ticks are shown on the descending side.

Spot Elevations 

• Spot elevations are positioned on peaks, depending on the size and location.

• The highest and the lowest elevation are shown on each map where applicable.

• Spot elevations are used in areas where the minimum contour interval still does not
adequately portray the terrain.

• The symbol is dropped when it is located at the intersection of linear symbols
(crossroads) and only the value remains.

• Spot elevations are not shown in alluvium and in waterbodies.

• Spot elevations are not shown on glaciers.

• The value of spot elevations does not contradict with contour elevations.

TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (RELIEF) 
(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

Contours 

• Contours are broken to allow the placement of contour values.

• The first and last digits of the elevation are centred on the contour line to allow for
easy identification.

• Contour elevation values are positioned to read uphill.

• Preference is given to index contours when identifying.

• Contour elevations are positioned on the lowest and the highest contour.
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• Sufficient numbers of contour elevation values are to be shown to ensure easy
identification of all contours.

• A contour elevation is shown where two or more sequential depression contours
exist.

Spot Elevations 

• Elevation is shown to the nearest metre.

• The value is placed in the Preferred Position.

TRANSPORTATION 

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Airports/Airfields 

• Airports are represented by a solid airplane, runway(s), airport names (if applicable)
and associated features (if applicable).

• Airfields are represented by a solid airplane, runway(s) (if applicable) and the label
“Abandoned“ or “Condition Unknown” (if applicable).

• The “Abandoned“ or “Condition Unknown” label refers to the Airfield and not the
runways.

• Hard surface runways and tarmac are made of concrete or asphalt.

• Loose surface runways are made of surface material other than concrete or asphalt.

• Legal boundaries from approved sources are shown when available.

• Buildings, structures and boundaries associated with the complex are shown to
individual specifications.

Bridges, Trestles 

• Culverts are not shown as bridges.

• Viaducts and overpasses are shown as bridges.

Causeways 

• Railway ties are not shown within the causeway symbol.

Heliports 

• Heliport point symbols are oriented to the base of the map.
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Roads 

• Roads are not shown through:
- Covered bridges 
- Fords 
- Snowsheds 
- Tunnels 

• With the exception of main thoroughfares, all roads in cemeteries, industrial or
institutional complexes, airports, municipal or similar type parks, mobile home parks,
etc., are considered streets.

• Service lanes are not shown.

Route Numbers 

• Route-number symbols are placed so that they are not obscured by other map
features.

• Route-number symbols are placed to indicate the extent of the road, i.e.:
i. Close to the ends of the road at the edges of the map
ii. On the road, on either side of a populated area
iii. Close to the end of a road that ends at an intersection

• Boundaries, built-up area tint and transportation symbols stop at the route-number
symbol.

Portages 

• For portages, the canoe symbol is centred on the upper side of the dashed line.

• For portages equivalent to less than 5 mm in length, the dash line symbol is not
shown, only the canoe symbol appears.

Railway Turntables 

• The diagonal line in the turntable symbol is shown at 45º to the railway line.

Railway Yards 

• In railway yards, the main railway lines are represented in black and the secondary
railway lines are represented in grey.
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TEXT INSTRUCTIONS (TRANSPORTATION) 

(For an introduction to text and main guidelines on positioning, see Text Introduction and Text 
Positioning) 

Airports 

• Airports are named in the official language of the province in which they are located.

• When an administrative limit exists, the name is centred, if possible, in the area.

• For an airport without an administrative limit, the name is placed near the plane
symbol in the Preferred Position.

Roads 

• The Trans-Canada Highway is the only named highway on National Topographic
System (NTS) maps. The name appears along the upper side of the highway, if
possible, and is repeated when the highway length is greater than 60 cm.

• Only highways under provincial jurisdiction are numbered, and the number is
positioned parallel to the base of the map.

Toll 

• The label “Toll” is tied to the road and not to the toll gate.

Other 

• The name of a railway stop is not shown unless it can be tied to a feature other than
the railway stop, e.g. siding, station, building, etc.

• Only bridges situated over a major watercourse or waterbody, or those of significant
landmark value, are named.

VEGETATION 

SPECIFIC NOTES 

Wooded Areas 

• Some exclusions from wooded areas include built-up areas, most Area Outline
Features and Extraction Areas.
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TEXT 

INTRODUCTION 

• The text information on National Topographic System (NTS) polychrome maps for
the purpose of naming and labelling features is found on the map face and within the
border of the map.

• The map surround provides information to help the user understand and use an NTS
polychrome map for identifying, reading, positioning and measuring cartographic
information.

• The Canadian Geographical Names Data Base (CGNDB) is the authoritative national
data base which provides official names for NTS mapping.

• Text legend:
u/l = Upper and lower case letters
CAPS = Capital letters or upper case
pt = Point size

• Due to system configuration and limitations, the representation of text shown in the
“example” field in Cartographic Specifications may differ slightly from the text styles
and sizes indicated in the font field. No attempt should be made to match the
examples.

POSITIONING MAIN GUIDELINES 

These instructions clarify the positioning of text and cover the majority of situations. Special cases 
are dealt with through consultation with the Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) authority.  

Language 

• The leading language is defined as French for Quebec and English for other
provinces and territories.

• For maps that include areas of Quebec, the province covering the larger land mass
determines the leading language for the map surround and for names that are shown
in both official languages on National Topographic System maps, i.e. Names of Pan-
Canadian Significance, national parks, etc.

• The leading language is positioned to the left or above the secondary language.

Readability 

• Text is most easily read when horizontal.

• The first positional choice is a horizontal placement, parallel to the base of the map.

• Names should be positioned to indicate the orientation and the extent of the features.

• Text should not fall backwards (counter clockwise) from the perpendicular.

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca
http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/info/pan_can_e.php
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Identification without ambiguity 

• Text must clearly identify the associated feature without confusion.

• Specific and generic parts of names should not be separated to the point where the
eye does not readily associate them.

Minimum interference with line work 

• Text should not obscure underlying map detail.

Artistic appearance 

The visual appeal of a map is affected by: 

1. Font size according to significance of the feature
2. Angle and curvature of text according to the orientation of the feature
3. Unit spacing between the letters, which may be opened up; however, the

distance between the letters must be kept equal and should not exceed 2.5 times
the height of the letters.

Priorities 

• Text is positioned in the following order of priority:

1. Grid text
2. Black text
3. Blue text
4. Brown text

• A lower priority text is moved to respect the position of a higher one.

Preferred position 

• The hierarchical positioning of text (or ancillary symbol) associated with a symbol or a
point feature is as follows:

1. To the right and 1 mm higher than the centre of the point feature
2. To the left and 1 mm higher than the centre of the point feature
3. To the right and 1 mm lower than the centre of the point feature
4. To the left and 1 mm lower than the centre of the point feature
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• The hierarchical positioning of text (or ancillary symbol) associated with  Area Outline
Features is as follows:

1. Centred within the area outline
2. To the right and 1 mm higher than the centre of the area outline
3. To the left and 1 mm higher than the centre of the area outline
4. To the right and 1 mm lower than the centre of the area outline
5. To the left and 1 mm lower than the centre of the area outline

• If positioning in a straight line is impossible for black names such as points, islands
and labels, the following layouts are acceptable:

Abbreviations 

• When space does not permit the full version of a name, its approved abbreviation will
be used. See Abbreviations .
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Administrative Administration District  2nd Class

Administrative Agricultural Experimental Sub-station 4th Class

Administrative Agricultural Research Station 4th Class

Administrative Airport (only the National Airport System approved ones) 4th Class

Administrative Animal Research Institute 4th Class

Administrative Animal/Plant Quarantine Station 4th Class

Administrative Aquaculture Research Station 4th Class

Administrative Base des Forces canadiennes 4th Class

Administrative Base des Forces canadiennes/Unité de soutien de secteur 4th Class

Administrative Canadian Forces Base 4th Class

Administrative Canadian Forces Base/Area, Support Unit 4th Class

Administrative Canadian Forces Camp 4th Class

Administrative Canadian Forces Range and/or Training Area 4th Class

Administrative Canadian Forces Station 4th Class

Administrative Centre de recherches zootechniques 4th Class

Administrative Cité 3rd Class

Administrative City 3rd Class

Administrative Communauté régionale   2nd Class

Administrative Communauté urbaine      2nd Class

Administrative Community 3rd Class

Administrative Community Government 2nd Class

Administrative Correctional Institution 4th Class

Administrative County 2nd Class

Administrative County municipality 2nd Class

Administrative District Municipality 2nd Class

Administrative District Municipality 3rd Class

BOUNDARY ANNEX 
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Administrative Experimental Farm 4th Class

Administrative Ferme expérimentale 4th Class

Administrative Geographic District 2nd Class

Administrative Hamlet 3rd Class

Administrative Improvement District 2nd Class

Administrative Improvement District 3rd Class

Administrative Indian Government District: 4th Class

Administrative Indian Government District: Land Unit 4th Class

Administrative Indian Reserve  4th Class

Administrative Institution correctionnelle 4th Class

Administrative Inuit Owned Land Parcel 4th Class

Administrative Land Claims 4th Class

Administrative Local Government District 2nd Class

Administrative Metis Settlement 4th Class

Administrative Metropolitan Area 2nd Class

Administrative Metropolitan Corporation 2nd Class

Administrative Metropolitan Municipality      2nd Class

Administrative Municipal County 2nd Class

Administrative Municipal District 2nd Class

Administrative Municipalité de canton 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité de canton unis 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité de paroisse 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité de village Cri 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité de village Naskapi 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité de village Nordique 3rd Class

Administrative Municipalité régionale de comté (MRC) 2nd Class

Administrative Municipalité sans désignation 3rd Class

Administrative Municipality 3rd Class
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Administrative Native Land Settlement 4th Class

Administrative Northern Hamlet 3rd Class

Administrative Northern Settlement 3rd Class

Administrative Northern Village 3rd Class

Administrative Oceanographic Research Station 4th Class

Administrative Organized Hamlet 3rd Class

Administrative Regional District 2nd Class

Administrative Regional Municipality 2nd Class

Administrative Réserve indienne 4th Class

Administrative Resort Municipality 3rd Class

Administrative Resort Village 3rd Class

Administrative Rural Municipality 2nd Class

Administrative Separated Town 3rd Class

Administrative Sous-station agricole expérimentale 4th Class

Administrative Special Area 2nd Class

Administrative Station de quarantaine animale / végétaux 4th Class

Administrative Station de recherches agricoles 4th Class

Administrative Station de recherches en aquiculture 4th Class

Administrative Station de recherches océanographiques 4th Class

Administrative Station de recherches vétérinaires 4th Class

Administrative Summer Village 3rd Class

Administrative Town 3rd Class

Administrative Township Municipality 3rd Class

Administrative United Counties 2nd Class

Administrative Village 3rd Class

Administrative Ville 3rd Class

Geographical Base line 6th Class

Geographical Geographic Township (unorganized areas) 6th Class
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Geographical Land District 6th Class

Geographical Ligne de base 6th Class

Geographical Meridian 6th Class

Geographical Meridien 6th Class

Geographical Parish (Geographic) 6th Class

Geographical Range 6th Class

Geographical Settlement (Geographic) 6th Class

Geographical Territoire non-organisé 6th Class

Geographical Township 6th Class

Geographical unsurveyed Canton ( Geographic) 6th Class Unsurveyed

Geographical unsurveyed Range (with in DLS) 6th Class Unsurveyed

Geographical unsurveyed Township  (with in DLS) 6th Class Unsurveyed

Geographical unsurveyed Township (Geographic) 6th Class Unsurveyed

International International International

International International Boundary dividing line International

Provincial / Territorial Provincial 1st Class

Provincial / Territorial Territorial 1st Class

Provincial / Territorial unsurveyed Provincial unsurveyed 1st Class Unsurveyed

Provincial / Territorial unsurveyed Territorial unsurveyed 1st Class Unsurveyed

Recreational Base line 5th Class

Recreational Bird Sanctuary 4th Class

Recreational Conservation Area / Reserve 5th Class

Recreational Ecological Reserve 5th Class

Recreational Federal Park  (Gatineau Park) 4th Class

Recreational Forest Recreation Area 5th Class

Recreational Game Management Area 4th Class

Recreational Game Preserve 4th Class

Recreational Game Refuge 4th Class
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Recreational Game Sanctuary 4th Class

Recreational Game Sanctuary / Reserve 4th Class

Recreational Heritage Property 4th Class

Recreational International Park 4th Class

Recreational International Peace Garden 4th Class

Recreational Memorial Park0 4th Class

Recreational Memorial Provincial Park 4th Class

Recreational National Historical Site 4th Class

Recreational National Park 4th Class

Recreational National Park Reserve 4th Class

Recreational National Wildlife Area 4th Class

Recreational Natural Area 4th Class

Recreational Nature Park 4th Class

Recreational NCC park 5th Class

Recreational Parc de la CCN 5th Class

Recreational Parc de récréation 4th Class

Recreational Parc national 4th Class

Recreational Park /Sports field 5th Class

Recreational Protected Beach 5th Class

Recreational Protected Natural Area 4th Class

Recreational Provincial / Territorial Park 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Game Sanctuary 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Historic Park 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Marine Park 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Natural Park 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Nature Reserve 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Recreation Area 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Recreation Park 4th Class
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Boundary Classification Boundary Identification Classification prior to 2009

Recreational Provincial Wilderness Park 4th Class

Recreational Provincial Wildlife Management Area 4th Class

Recreational Recreation Site 4th Class

Recreational Refuge 4th Class

Recreational Regional Park 5th Class

Recreational Réserve de chasse 4th Class

Recreational Réserve de chasse et de pêche 4th Class

Recreational Réserve faunique 4th Class

Recreational St Lawrence Parks Commission 4th Class

Recreational Wayside Park 4th Class

Recreational Wilderness Area 4th Class

Recreational Wilderness Conservancy 4th Class

Recreational Wilderness Park 4th Class

Recreational Wildlife Area  (coded as Conservation Area) 5th Class

Recreational Wildlife Management Area 4th Class

Recreational Wildlife Management Area(coded as Conservation Area) 5th Class

Recreational Wildlife Park 4th Class

Recreational Wildlife Refuge 4th Class

Recreational Wildlife Reserve(coded as Conservation Area) 5th Class

Recreational Wildlife Sanctuary 4th Class

Recreational World Heritage Site 4th Class

Dominion Land Surveys (DLS)
A type of land sub-division used in the Prairie Provinces and in parts of British Columbia.  It is distinguished by its base lines and 
meridians which set out regular townships each approximately six miles square and having an orderly array of 36 mile-square sections.



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications   1:50 000 

ABBREVIATIONS / NUMBERS 
(Numerical order) 

ENGLISH FRENCH 

Number Abbreviation Number Abbreviation 
First, twenty-first, thirty-first, etc 1st, 21st, 31st… Premier, ère 1er, ere 
Second, twenty-second, thirty-second, etc 2nd, 22nd, 32nd… Deuxième 2e 
Third, twenty-third, thirty-third, etc 3rd, 23rd, 33rd… Troisième 3e 
Fourth, twenty-fourth, thirty-fourth, etc 4th, 24th, 34th… Quatrième 4e 
Fifth, twenty-fifth, thirty-fifth, etc 5th, 25th, 35th… Cinquième 5e 
Sixth, twenty-sixth, thirty-sixth, etc 6th, 26th, 36th… Sixième 6e 
Seventh, twenty-seventh, thirty-seventh, etc 7th, 27th, 37th… Septième 7e 
Eighth, twenty-eighth, thirty-eighth, etc 8th, 28th, 38th… Huitième 8e 
Ninth, twenty-ninth, thirty-ninth, etc 9th, 29th, 39th… Neuvième 9e 
Tenth, twentieth, thirtieth 10th, 20th, 30th… Dixième, vingtième, trentième 10e, 20e, 30e 
Eleventh 11th Onzième, vingt et unième 11e, 21e 
Twelfth 12th Douzième 12e 
Thirteenth 13th Treizième 13e 
Fourteenth 14th Quatorzième 14e 
Fifteenth 15th Quinzième 15e 
Sixteenth 16th Seizième 16e 
Seventeenth 17th Dix-septième 17e 
Eighteenth 18th Dix-huitième 18e 
Nineteenth 19th Dix-neuvième 19e 
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ABBREVIATIONS / TERMS 
(English alphabetical order) 

ENGLISH FRENCH 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Abandoned Aband Abandonné,e Aband 
Anchorage Anch Mouillage Mouil 
Archipelago Arch Archipel Arch 
Bay B Baie B 
Branch Br Embranchement Embr 
Brook Bk Ruisseau Ruiss 
Canadian Forces Base CFB Base des Forces canadiennes BFC 
Canadian Forces Station CFS Station des Forces canadiennes SFC 
Canal Can Canal Can 
Cape Cp Cap C 
Channel Chan Chenal Chen 
Chimney Chy Chys Cheminée Chem 
Communication Com Communication Comm 
County Co Cos Comté Cté Ctés 
Cove Cv Crique Cr 
Creek Ck Petit ruisseau Petit ruiss 
Department of National Defence DND Ministère de la défense nationale MDN 
District Dist District Dist 
Division Div Division Div 
Ferry Fy Traversier Trav 
Fiord Fd Fjord Fj 
Geographic Geo Géographique Géo 
Glacier Gla Glacier Gl 
Gulf G Golfe G 
Harbour Hr Port (S/O) 
Head Hd Promontoire Prom 
Highway Hwy Route Rte Rtes 
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ENGLISH FRENCH

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Hospital H Hôpital Hôp 
Indian Reserve IR Réserve indienne RI 
Inlet In Anse (S/O) 
Island I Île Î 
Islet It Îlot (S/O) 
Isthmus Isth Isthme Isth 
Junction Jct Jonction Jonc 
Kilometre km Kilomètre km 
Lagoon Lag Lagune Lag 
Lake L Lac L 
Landing Ldg Débarcadère Débarc 
Mount Mt Mts Mont Mt Mts 
Mountain Mtn Mtns Montagne Mgne Mgnes 
Mouth Mth Embouchure Embou 
Municipality Mun Municipalité Mun 
(N/A) (N/A) Municipalité régionale de comté MRC 
Narrows Nrs Goulet Goul 
Northeast N E Nord-est N-E 
Northwest N W Nord-ouest N-O 
Parish Par Paroisse Par 
Park Pk Pks Parc (S/O) 
Parkway Pkwy Promenade Pr 
Passage Pass Passage Pass 
Peninsula Pen Péninsule/Presqu'île Pénins/Presqu'Î 
Point Pt Pts Pointe Pte Ptes 
Pond Pd Pds Étang Étg Étgs 
Position Approximate Pos Approx Position approximative Pos approx 
Promontory Prom Promontoire Prom 
Provincial Prov Provincial, e Prov 
Range R (S/O) (S/O) 
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ENGLISH FRENCH

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abbreviation 
(plural) 

Range (Mountain) Rge Chaîne de montagnes Chaîne mgnes 
Reef Rf Rfs Récif Rf Rfs 
Reservoir Res Resrs Réservoir Rvoir Rvoirs 
River R Rivière/Fleuve R/Fl 
Road Rd Chemin Ch 
Rock Rk Rks Rocher Roch 
Saint St Sts Saint-, Sainte- St-, Ste- Sts-, Stes- 
Settlement Sett Établissement Établ 
Shoal Sh Shs Haut-fond Ht-fond H-fs 
Sound Sd Détroit Dét 
Southeast S E Sud-est S-E 
Southwest S W Sud-ouest S-O 
Station Sta Station Sta 
Strait Str Détroit Dét 
Stream Stm Cours d'eau C d'eau 
Territory Terr Territoire Terr 
Township Tp Canton Cant 
Tributary Trib Tributaire/Affluent Trib/Affl 
United States of America USA États-Unis d'Amérique É-U d'A 
Valley Val Vallée Val 
Village Vil Village Vill 
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ABBREVIATIONS / TERMS 
(French alphabetical order) 

ENGLISH FRENCH 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Abandonné,e Aband Abandoned Aband 
Affluent Affl Tributary Trib 
Anse (S/O) Inlet In 
Archipel Arch Archipelago Arch 
Baie B Bay B 
Base des Forces canadiennes BFC Canadian Forces Base CFB 
Station des Forces canadiennes SFC Canadian Forces Station CFS 
Canal Can Canal Can 
Canton Cant Township Tp 
Cap C Cape Cp 
Chaîne de montagnes Chaîne mgnes Range (Mountain) Rge 
Chemin Ch Road Rd 
Cheminée Chem Chimney Chy Chys 
Chenal Chen Channel Chan 
Communication Comm Communication Com 
Comté Cté Ctés County Co Cos 
Cours d'eau C d'eau Stream Stm 
Crique Cr Cove Cv 
Débarcadère Débarc Landing Ldg 
Détroit Dét Sound/Strait Sd/Str 
District Dist District Dist 
Division Div Division Div 
Embouchure Embou Mouth Mth 
Embranchement Embr Branch Br 
Établissement Établ Settlement Sett 
Étang Étg Étgs Pond Pd Pds 
États-Unis d'Amérique É-U d'A United States of America USA 
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ENGLISH FRENCH 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Fjord Fj Fiord Fd 
Fleuve Fl River R 
Géographique Géo Geographic Geo 
Glacier Gl Glacier Gla 
Golfe G Gulf G 
Goulet Goul Narrows Nrs 
Haut-fond Ht-fond H-fs Shoal Sh Shs 
Hôpital Hôp Hospital H 
Île Î Island I 
Îlot (S/O) Islet It 
Isthme Isth Isthmus Isth 
Jonction Jonc Junction Jct 
Kilomètre km Kilometre km 
Lac L Lake L 
Lagune Lag Lagoon Lag 
Ministère de la défense nationale MDN Department of National Defence DND 
Mont Mt Mts Mount Mt Mts 
Montagne Mgne Mgnes Mountain Mtn Mtns 
Mouillage Mouil Anchorage Anch 
Municipalité Mun Municipality Mun 
Municipalité régionale de comté MRC (N/A) 
Nord-est N-E Northeast N E 
Nord-ouest N-O Northwest N W 
Parc (S/O) Park Pk Pks 
Paroisse Par Parish Par 
Passage Pass Passage Pass 
Péninsule Pénins Peninsula Pen 
Petit ruisseau Petit ruiss Creek Ck 
Pointe Pte Ptes Point Pt Pts 
Port (S/O) Harbour Hr 



CanTopo Map Standards and Specifications   1:50 000 

ENGLISH FRENCH 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Term Abbreviation 
(singular) 

Position approximative Pos approx Position Approximate Pos Approx 
Presqu'île Presqu'Î Peninsula Pen 
Promenade Pr Parkway Pkwy 
Promontoire Prom Promontory/Head Prom/Hd 
Provincial, e Prov Provincial Prov 
(S/O) Range R 
Récif Rf Rfs Reef Rf Rfs 
Réserve indienne RI Indian Reserve IR 
Réservoir Rvoir Rvoirs Reservoir Res Resrs 
Rivière R River R 
Rocher Roch Rock Rk Rks 
Route Rte Rtes Highway Hwy 
Ruisseau Ruiss Brook Bk 
Saint-, Sainte- St-, Ste- Sts-, Stes- Saint St Sts 
Station Sta Station Sta 
Sud-est S-E Southeast S E 
Sud-ouest S-O Southwest S W 
Territoire Terr Territory Terr 
Traversier Trav Ferry Fy 
Tributaire Trib Tributary Trib 
Vallée Val Valley Val 
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COLOUR CORRELATION TABLE 

RGB Values CMYK Values Hexadecimal 
Values  

(0, 0, 0) 0, 0, 0, 100 000000 

(0, 122, 194) 85, 46, 0, 0 007AC2 

(0, 133,  232) 77, 44, 0, 0 0085E8 

(0, 32, 42) 89, 69, 59, 69 002O2A 

(0, 60, 85) 99, 72, 44, 35 003C55 

(0, 61, 88) 99, 73, 43, 33 003D58 

(0, 77, 178) 95, 77, 0, 0 004DB2 

(102, 0, 255) 75, 78, 0, 0 6600FF 

(102, 102, 204) 69, 64, 0, 0 6668D1 

(104, 104, 104) 59, 51, 50, 19 686868 

(112, 112, 110) 57, 48, 49, 15 70706E 

(112, 150, 127) 60, 27, 55, 4 70967F 

(119, 136, 194) 68, 86, 0, 0 7724C2 

(122, 124, 125) 54, 44, 44, 9 7A7C7D 

(122, 204, 200) 50, 0, 25, 0 7ACCC8 

(130, 130, 130) 51, 43, 43, 7 828282 

(133, 113, 87) 44, 48, 67, 18 857157 

(137, 172, 144) 50, 19, 49, 1 89AC90 

(138, 151, 159) 49, 34, 31, 1 8A979F 

(141, 39, 27) 28, 94, 100, 29 8D271B 

(153, 219, 246) 36, 0, 1, 0 99DBF6 

(156, 156, 156) 41, 34, 34, 1 9C9C9C 

(163, 163, 224) 35, 33, 0, 0 A3A3E0 

(173, 158, 138) 34, 34, 46, 1 AD9E84 

(176, 230, 135) 32, 0, 61, 0 B0E687 

(179, 128, 76) 27, 50, 78, 7 B38O4C 

(183, 118, 37) 24, 56, 100, 8 B77625 

(186, 181, 171) 28, 24, 30, 0 BAB5AB 

(188, 190, 192) 26, 20, 20, 0 BCBEC0 

(195, 195, 195) 23, 18, 19, 0 C3C3C3 

(206, 221, 164) 22, 2, 44, 0 CBDDA4 
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RGB Values CMYK Values Hexadecimal 
Values  

(204, 204, 192) 20, 15, 23, 0 CCCCC0 

(205, 170, 102) 21, 31, 70, 0 CDAA66 

(219, 239, 220) 14, 0, 16, 0 DBEFDC 

(222, 189, 222) 11, 28, 0, 0 DEBDDE 

(224, 223, 210) 11, 8, 16, 0 E0DFD2 

(225, 245, 253) 10, 0, 0, 0 E1F5FD 

(230, 0, 29) 3, 100, 100, 1 E6OO1D 

(233, 232, 216) 8, 5, 15, 0 E9E8D8 

(237, 28, 36) 1, 99, 97, 0 ED1C24 

(255, 190,190) 0, 31, 15, 0 FFBEBE 

(255, 211, 127) 0, 17, 58, 0 FFD37F 

(255, 255, 255) 0, 0, 0, 0 FFFFFF 

(61, 64, 64) 69, 60, 60, 47 3D4O4O 

(78, 78, 78) 65, 58, 57, 36 4E4E4E 

(86, 87, 89) 64, 56, 53, 29 565759 

(95, 111, 120) 63, 50, 47, 17 626A6E 

(98, 106, 110) 63, 50, 47, 17 626A6E 
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