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SMA L L 

HOUSE 

DESIGNS 

~iS is one of a series of booklets illustrating houses for which construction 

drawings have been made available to prospective home-owners and builders through 

the co-operation of Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation and Canadian architects. 

The booklets offer a wide variety of house types and plans which have been designed 

especially to meet Canadian requirements. Other booklets in the series include: 

SMALL HOUSE DESIGNS - BUNGALOW 
SMALL HOUSE DESIGNS - 2-STOREY 

A complete set of working drawings for each house illustrated may be purchased 

from Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation for $10_00. Drawings should be 

ordered by house design number from the nearest regional or branch office of the 

Corporation_ 

A leaflet illustrating DUPLEX DESIGNS may be obtained on request and, in addition, 

FARM HOUSE PLANNING, a volume of farm house designs prepared and published under the 

direction of the Prairie Rural Housing Committee, is also available, Working drawings of 

the duplex designs sell for $15.00 per set and farm house designs for $7.50 per set. 

CENTRAL MORTGAGE AND HOUSING CORPORATION 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
Vancouver Winnipeg Toronto Montreal Halifax 

BRANCH OFFICES 
Victoria Saskatoon Sarnia Kingston Chicoutimi 
Kelowna Regina London SI. Catharines Val d'Or 
Trail Fort William Kitchener Ottawa Saint John 
Edmonton Sudbury Hamilton Three Rivers Moncton 
Calgary North Bay Toronto Sherbrooke SI. John's, Nfld. 
Lethbridge Windsor Peterboroug h Quebec 
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HOW TO SELECT IT 

C HOOSING the right house design 
is the most fascinating part of planning 
successful home-ownership, A wise choice 
ensures the utmosl in living convenience 
and comfort both inJoors and out for 
those who will make the house their home. 

The house designs illustrated in this 
series are intended to gIve variety in plan 
arrangements, house types and exterior 
finishes. Seleclions have been lImIted to 
designs with reasonable floor areas on rela 
tion to the accommodation provided. Scpa 
ration of living and sleeping areas, good 

THE SIZE 

Before conSidering any particular de­
sign, a careful assessment of the fami ly's 
present and future room requirements 
should be made. Since cost is generall y an 
important consideration, a compromise on 
space may be necessary in the interest of 
economy. In many comfortable homes the 
dining room is combined with the living 
room or kitchen. 

To determine whether or nol a particular 
design will convenienlly meel lhe living 

circulation between rooms, and economy 
wilhoul auslerity, have been inlegra led 
with sound sll'uclure 10 produce pleasant 
and allraclive houses. Therefore, in selecl­
ing a house design from lhis series, it 
remains for you to choose lhe house which 
has lhe style and character you like and 
which provides satisfaclory accommoda­
lion. You shou ld also lake into account the 
size and arrangement or rooms, the suit· 
abilily of rooms for furniture placement, 
the lype of house, lhe building sile, and 
your financldl capabilities. 

needs of your family, d raw the floor plan 
10 a scale of one-quarler inch to one foot 
and make cut-outs of your major pieces of 
furniture and equipmenl to lhe same scale. 
By moving lhe cul-ouls about on lhe scale 
drawing, you will be able to plan your 
furniture arrangemenl and check on lhe 
circulation wilhin furnished rooms, door 
and window locations, adequacy of room 
sizes and shapes and many other delails of 
living and house-keeping. 



THE TYPE 

It should be remembered that while the 
required livable floor area may be attained 
in the bungalow, l''''·storey or 2-storey 
types, the cost will vary considerably. 
Building costs per square [oot for each 
type of house and type o[ construction 
should be obtained [rom builders who are 
familiar with building conditions in the 
area where the house is to be built. 

The question of the basement or base· 
mentless house may arise. Houses without 
basements have gained popularity as a 

THE SITE 

The site [or your house must be seleeled 
very carefully. First o[ all, the house and 
the neighborhood should be in character 
and the lot wide enough to allow for a 
driveway or future garage. 

If the soil is rock, excavating [or a base· 
ment will be expensive but if the rock. 
provides satisfactory footing for the founda· 
lion, a house without a basement could be 
selected. The cost of providing space [or 
the heating plant and storage on the first 
floor should be compared to the cost of 
excavating for a basement. 

The natural drainage in the area should 
also be considered since excavatinq below 
the water level can result in a damp and 
unsatisfactory basement unless special pre· 
caulions are tak.en. Otherwise, it will be 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

For the most salisfying results, ensure 
that the contractor gives you a fait hfu l 
reproduction of the design you have 
chosen. Even minor changes in exterior 
detail can spoil the e[[ect which has been 
ca refully worked out by the designer. 
Minor changes in plan arrangement mCiY 
not affeel the structural design of the house 
but major changes are somelimes difficull 
and often unsatisfactory. You should avoid 
selecting a plan which will require major 
changes. Where minor changes are de· 
sired, technical advice should be obtained. 

result o[ new techniques and skills applied 
by builders but, if cost is a factor, the local 
climate, the soil conditions o[ the lot and 
the depth of the existing sewer and water 
services should be the guides. For example, 
if frost and soil conditions require that 
footings be placed at or near a depth 
necessary for a basement, the basement 
house will be less expensive since space 
[or the heating plant and necessary storage 
can be provided in the basement at little 
additional cost. 

necessary to build above the water level 
and the house will project above the 
ground more than the deSigner intended. 
Expensive ret.ining walls and additional 
landscaping will then be required to give 
the house a proper setting. Water and 
sewer services at shallow depth can have 
a similar effect since they must be below 
the basement floor. In both cases the base· 
mentless house eliminates the problem. 

Proper orientation of the house is related 
to the sileo Most people like lo have the 
early morning sun enter the kitchen and 
bedrooms and the afternoon and evening 
sun enler the living room. The main point 
is to decide what you wan t and then select 
the house design and si te which together 
produce the desired orientation. 

For exlerior finish, many variations are 
pOssible if the house is of frame construc· 
tion. Masonry veneer construction is lim­
ited mainly to brick and stone while solid 
masonry may be brick, brick and lile, 
stone, concrete, or concrete blocks which 
are stuccoed, cement finished or painted 
with waterproofing paint. 

And a final word of warning. Always 
obtain working drawings before starting 
construction . The sketches presented in 
this booklet are intended as illustrations 
only . 



HOW TO READ FLOO R PLA1(J"--" 

~j 1111 MHffff" 
;; 

'1 1III JRfHffff 

Front Enlr~~mce 

Open alalrs up and 
closed stairs down 

Closed 81&lr9 up and down 

Stairs wllh winders 

Sto[rs with llmdl ng 

Open fireplace with lile 
hearth, ash dump, 
flue from basemenl 

IJ Chimney with one flue 

[I] ChLmney with two flUBS 

f------ul 

[ 3 

L ] 

Kitchen cabinet 

uppor and lower 

Closet with rod and shelf 

Linen closet with shelves 

Medicine cabinet 

Rear Entrance 

- ==---.. ::::::::::.-- Arch 

_____ re"""M,"·,."''IoW Arch with curtains 

Window 

Tile 

11: :1 I-

~ Flagstone 

II. 
M IIJ;: 

D Stoop with r.iling. 

• 
Side entrance sloop 
with roilings 

_ Flower box 

Open p(lrtltlon 
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First floor - 737 sq. ft. 

Second floor - 432 sq . ft . 

Total 1169 sq. ft. 
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First floor - 684 sq. It. 

Second floor - 39 1 sq. ft . 

Total 1075 sq . ft . 

eukce~: 
15,385 cubic leet 

-A~: 
M. G. Dixon, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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Second floor - 451 sq. ft . 

Total 1373 sq. ft . 
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20,585 cubic feet 

-Adilect4: 
Wilson & Newton, 
Toronto, Onto 
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First floor - 730 sq . It. 

Second floor - 409 sq. It. 

Total 1139 sq. ft . 
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eulJi.c e~: 
16,430 cubic leet 

M. G. Dixon, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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First floor - 800 sq. ft. 

Second floor - 477 sq. It. 

Total 1277 sq. It. 
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18,345 cubic leet 

H. C. Beckett, 
Windsor, Ont. 
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-745 sq. ft . 

Second floor - 380 sq. ft. 

Total 1125 sq. ft. 
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euluc e~: 
16,635 cubic feet 
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M. G. Dixon, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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First floor - 744 sq. ft. 

Second floor - 428 sq. ft. 

Total 1172 sq. ft. 
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First floor - 817 sq . ft . 

Second floor - 456 sq. ft . 

Total 1273 sq. ft. 
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18,245 cubic feet 

Il~: 
Wilson & Newton, 
Toronto, Onto 
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First floor - 787 sq. It. 

Second floor 523 sq. It. 

Total 1310 sq. It. 
(exclusive of garage) 

e~e~: 
18,850 cubic feet 
(exclusive of garage) 

-A1Jd.u.teci: 
M. G. Dixon. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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