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OTHER RELEASES

Department store sales and stocks
June 1998

Department store sales were down 4.9% in June
($1,348.9 million seasonally adjusted) compared with
May ($1,419.0 million). This follows a 1.3% (revised)
decline in May 1998. Part of the sales decline can be
attributed to the closure of a number of department
store locations in June. June was the third consecutive
month of decreasing department store sales — the first
time this has occurred since the first quarter of 1993.

On a year-over-year basis, seasonally adjusted
sales were 1.8% higher in June compared with the
same month a year earlier. This compares with double-
digit year-over-year increases for most of 1997 and the
first four months of 1998.

Unadjusted for seasonality, department store sales
were 0.8% higher in June compared with June 1997.
Alberta (+6.7%) and Saskatchewan (+2.7%) led
the provinces in year-over-year sales gains. British
Columbia, the Yukon and the Northwest Territories
(-1.4%), Quebec (-0.8%) and New Brunswick (-0.1%)

saw sales decline in June 1998 compared with the
same month a year earlier.

Note: The procedure for revising previously released
department store data is being changed, effective
with this release. The raw data will be revised for
the previous month, when new information is made
available to Statistics Canada. The seasonally adjusted
data will be revised for the previous three months (i.e.,
seasonally adjusted data have been revised for March,
April and May, as part of the June data release).
This change, which is being implemented for all data
previously released for 1998, will bring department
store revision practices in line with other monthly retail
trade surveys.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 111-113.

For further information on this release, contact
Leslie Kiss (613-951-3556) Retail Commodity Section,
Distributive Trades Division.

Department store sales including concessions

June
1997

June
1998

June
1997

to
June
1998

Jan
to

June
1998

Jan-
June
1997

to
Jan-
June
1998

unadjusted

$ millions % change $ millions
%

change

Canada 1,253.6 1,263.7 0.8 7,010.2 9.0

Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island1 22.3 22.7 1.8 123.2 10.6
Nova Scotia 37.4 37.5 0.3 208.3 9.6
New Brunswick 28.2 28.2 -0.1 154.5 10.0
Quebec 239.7 237.8 -0.8 1,313.9 8.6
Ontario 534.2 537.9 0.7 2,958.3 9.8
Manitoba 53.5 53.5 0.0 294.2 8.7
Saskatchewan 42.0 43.1 2.7 232.0 10.5
Alberta 135.4 144.4 6.7 817.5 14.0
British Columbia, Yukon, Northwest Territories1 160.9 158.6 -1.4 908.3 2.1

1 For reasons of confidentiality, data for Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island, and British Columbia, the Yukon and Northwest Territories are combined.
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Domestic sales of refined petroleum
products
June 1998 (preliminary)

Sales of refined petroleum products totalled 7 734 900
cubic metres in June, up 1.8% from the same month
a year earlier. Sales increased for four of the seven
major product groups over the same period in 1997.
The largest increases were recorded for heavy fuel
oil (+70 700 cubic metres or +12.9%), diesel fuel oil
(+55 500 cubic metres or +3.1%) and motor gasoline
(+54 400 cubic metres or +1.7%). The sales of
"other refined products" declined in June (-47 100
cubic metres or -4.9%). This product group contains
products such as asphalt, stove oil, petroleum coke
and lube oils.

Year-to-date sales of refined petroleum products
were up 1 152 000 cubic metres or 2.6% over the same
period in 1997. Sales increased for five of the seven
major product groups. The advance for heavy fuel oil
(+633 500 cubic metres or +18.2%) was mainly due
to greater use of the product for electricity generation.
Favorable retail prices contributed to increased
consumption of motor gasoline (+563 900 cubic
metres or +3.2%). As a result of milder temperatures
since the beginning of 1998, sales of light fuel oil,
usually in demand during the heating period, fell
16.7% (-554 200 cubic metres).

Sales of refined petroleum products

June
1997

June
1998

June
1997

to
June
1998

thousands of cubic metres
%

change

Total, all products 7,598.1 7,734.9 1.8

Motor gasoline 3,151.4 3,205.8 1.7
Diesel fuel oil 1,788.3 1,843.8 3.1
Light fuel oil 183.3 169.7 -7.4
Heavy fuel oil 546.4 617.1 12.9
Aviation turbo fuels 571.4 598.4 4.7
Petrochemical feedstocks1 403.5 393.4 -2.5
All other refined products 953.8 906.7 -4.9

Jan.
1997

to
June
1997

Jan.
1998

to
June
1998

Jan.-
June
1997

to
Jan.-
June
1998

thousands of cubic metres
%

change

Total, all products 43,766.3 44,918.3 2.6

Motor gasoline 17,463.2 18,027.1 3.2
Diesel fuel oil 10,095.6 10,425.5 3.3
Light fuel oil 3,318.9 2,764.7 -16.7
Heavy fuel oil 3,474.8 4,108.3 18.2
Aviation turbo fuels 2,757.7 2,930.0 6.2
Petrochemical feedstocks1 2,414.3 2,412.4 -0.1
All other refined products 4,241.8 4,250.3 0.2

1 Materials produced by refineries that are used by the petrochemical industry
to produce chemicals, synthetic rubber and a variety of plastics.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 628-642 and
644-647.

The June 1998 issue of Refined petroleum
products (45-004-XPB, $21/$206), will be available in
September. See How to order publications.

For further information on this release, contact
Michel Palardy (613-951-7174; palamic@statcan.ca),
Energy Section, Manufacturing, Construction and
Energy Division. �
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Steel primary forms
Week ending July 25, 1998 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week ending
July 25, 1998 totalled 279 378 metric tonnes, down
4.8% from the week-earlier 293 416 tonnes and
down 4.9% from the year-earlier 293 678 tonnes.
The cumulative total at the end of the week was

9 252 407 metric tonnes, a 7.1% increase compared
with 8 637 187 tonnes for the same period in 1997.

For further information on this release,
contact Huguette Montcalm (613-951-9827;
monthug@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division. �
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PUBLICATION S RELEASED

Crud e petroleu m and natura l gas production ,
April 1998
Catalogu e numbe r 26-006-XPB
(Canada: $19/$186; outside Canada: US$19/US$186).

Production and disposition of tobacco products ,
June 1998
Catalogu e numbe r 32-022-XPB
(Canada: $7/$62; outside Canada: US$7/US$62).

Homeowne r repai r and renovatio n expenditure ,
1996
Catalogu e numbe r 62-201-XPB
(Canada: $31; outside Canada: US$31).

Nationa l populatio n healt h surve y overview , 1996/
97
Catalogu e numbe r 82-567-XIB
(Canada: $26; outside Canada: US$26).

Al l price s exclud e sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to orde r publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publication s by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-800-889-9734
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033
Internet: order@statcan.ca

To orde r a publicatio n by mai l write : Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.

Include a cheque or money order payable to Receive r Genera l of Canada/Publications . Canadian customers add 7% GST and applicable
PST.

Authorize d agent s and bookstore s also carr y Statistic s Canada’ s catalogue d publications.
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