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MAJOR RELEASES

Composite Index
July 1998

The leading indicator grew by 0.3% in July, similar to
its average gain since the start of the year and slightly
less than in 1997. Five of the 10 components were up,
two less than in June, while three were unchanged.
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New orders turned down again, after a two-month
pause. They were checked by a drop in exports to the
United States, which in recent months have buttressed
overall exports against weak shipments to Asia. The
ratio of shipments to stocks was unchanged for the
fourth month in a row.

The U.S. leading index did not advance for the
first time since early 1996. Six of its 10 components
were down, with the largest negative influence coming
from new claims for unemployment insurance. The
weakness seems partly due to strikes at G.M., which
also may have reduced consumer confidence.

Household demand remained mixed. Personal
services continued to be the weak spot in employment
in services, while labour disputes intensified and
overall demand for labour slowed. Conversely, sales of
durable goods remained firm as interest rates stayed
low.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 191.

For further information, the August issue of
Canadian economic observer (11-010-XPB, $23/$227)
is available next week. See How to order publications.

For further information on this release, contact
Francine Roy (613-951-3627), Current Economic
Analysis Group. �
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Composite Index

Feb.
1998

March
1998

April
1998

May
1998

June
1998

July
1998

Last
month

of
data

available

% change

Composite leading indicator (1981=100) 203.2 203.8 204.6 205.9 207.0 207.7 0.3

Housing index (1981=100)1 126.6 126.8 127.2 127.7 127.9 126.9 -0.8
Business and personal services employment (’000) 2,205 2,221 2,236 2,249 2,259 2,264 0.2
TSE 300 stock price index (1975=1,000) 6,821 6,943 7,112 7,275 7,383 7,385 0.0
Money supply, M1 ($ millions, 1981)2 38,807 39,125 39,452 39,859 40,194 40,474 0.7
U.S. composite leading indicator (1967=100)3 223.7 223.9 224.2 224.6 224.9 225.0 0.0

Manufacturing
Average workweek (hours) 38.9 38.7 38.6 38.5 38.5 38.6 0.3
New orders, durables ($ millions, 1981)4 15,490 15,449 15,385 15,400 15,401 15,370 -0.2
Shipments/inventories of finished goods4 1.67 1.65 1.65 1.65 1.65 1.65 0.005

Retail trade
Furniture and appliance sales ($ millions, 1981)4 1,313.6 1,322.2 1,333.6 1,344.3 1,353.5 1,363.3 0.7
Other durable goods sales ($ millions, 1981)4 4,461.0 4,492.4 4,515.0 4,530.0 4,554.4 4,581.5 0.6

Unsmoothed composite 206.5 204.1 207.9 209.8 209.1 207.4 -0.8

1 Composite Index of housing starts (units) and house sales (multiple listing service).
2 Deflated by the Consumer Price Index for all items.
3 The figures in this row reflect data published in the month indicated, but the figures themselves refer to data for the month immediately preceding.
4 The figures in this row reflect data published in the month indicated, but the figures themselves refer to data for two preceding months.
5 Difference from previous month.

�
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OTHER RELEASES

Apartment building construction price
indexes
Second quarter 1998

The composite price index for apartment building
construction rose 0.3% to 111.4 (1992=100) in the
second quarter of 1998 compared with the previous
quarter, and was 1.7% higher compared with the
second quarter of 1997.

Halifax registered the highest quarterly change
(+1.1%), followed by Calgary and Edmonton (+0.7%),
Toronto (+0.5%), Montréal (+0.4%), Ottawa (+0.3%)
and Vancouver (+0.1%).

Apartment building construction price indexes
Second quarter 1998 (1992=100)

Q2
1998

Q2
1997

to
Q2

1998

Q1
to

Q2
1998

% change

Composite 111.4 1.7 0.3

Halifax 105.4 1.5 1.1
Montréal 109.2 1.3 0.4
Ottawa 109.8 1.4 0.3
Toronto 111.7 1.6 0.5
Calgary 112.0 3.4 0.7
Edmonton 111.5 2.9 0.7
Vancouver 113.5 1.7 0.1

The apartment building construction price indexes
provide an indication of new construction cost changes
in seven major urban areas across Canada (Halifax,
Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton and
Vancouver).

Besides the city indexes and seven city
composites, there are further breakdowns of cost
changes by trade groups (structural, architectural,
mechanical and electrical). These price indexes are
derived from surveys of general and special trade group

contractors who report on cost categories (material,
labour, equipment, taxes, overhead and profits)
relevant to the detailed construction specifications
included in the surveys.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9932.

The second quarter 1998 issue of Construction
price statistics (62-007-XPB, $24/$79) will be available
in September. See How to order publications.

For further information on this release, contact
Elvira Marinelli (613-951-3350; fax: 613-951-2848;
marielv@statcan.ca), Client Services Unit, Prices
Division. �

Railway carloadings
Ten-day period ending July 31, 1998

Carloadings of freight (excluding intermodal traffic)
during the 10-day period ending July 31, 1998,
decreased 15.9% to 6.0 million metric tonnes from the
same period last year. The number of cars loaded also
decreased 17.5%.

Intermodal traffic (piggyback) tonnage totalled
506 000 tonnes, a 2.1% increase from the same period
last year. The year-to-date figures show a decline of
2.7%.

Total traffic (carloadings of freight and intermodal
traffic) decreased 14.7% during the period. This
brought the year-to-date total to 149.0 million tonnes,
a decrease of 1.1% from a year earlier.

All year-to-date figures have been revised.

For further information on this release, contact
Robert Larocque (613-951-2486; fax: 613-951-0009;
laroque@statcan.ca), Transportation Division. �
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Infomat — A weekly review , August 14, 1998
Catalogue number 11-002-XIE
(Canada: $3/$109; outside Canada: US$3/US$109).

Infomat — A weekly review , August 14, 1998
Catalogue number 11-002-XPE
(Canada: $4/$145; outside Canada: US$4/US$145).

Gross domestic product by industry , May 1998
Catalogue number 15-001-XPB
(Canada: $15/$145; outside Canada: US$15/US$145).

Oils and fats , June 1998
Catalogue number 32-006-XPB
(Canada: $7/$62; outside Canada: US$7/US$62).

Employment, earnings and hours , May 1998
Catalogue number 72-002-XPB
(Canada: $32/$320; outside Canada: US$32/US$320).

Science statistics: Service bulletin , 1996, Vol. 22,
no. 3
Catalogue number 88-001-XIB
(Canada: $6/$59; outside Canada: US$6/US$59).

All prices exclude sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-800-889-9734
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033
Internet: order@statcan.ca

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.

Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications . Canadian customers add 7% GST and applicable
PST.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
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Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Duncan Currie (613-951-1103, currdun@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613-951-1088, prevcha@statcan.ca)

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 1998. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged
as the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E,
along with date and page references.
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RELEASE DATES

August 17 to 21, 1998
(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release date Title Reference period

17 Travel between Canada and other countries June 1998
18 Canadian international merchandise trade June 1998
19 Consumer Price Index July 1998
19 Wholesale trade June 1998
20 Retail trade June 1998
20 Quarterly financial statistics for enterprises Q2 1998
21 Monthly Survey of Manufacturing June 1998
21 Livestock statistics July 1998
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