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MAJOR RELEASES

• Field crop reporting series: Grain stocks, July 31, 1998 3
At July 31, 1998, total stocks of wheat, durum wheat, and canola were all considerably lower
than year earlier levels as well as their respective five-year averages. Durum wheat stocks
were the lowest in 12 years.

• Couples who do shift work, 1995 4
Four out of 10 dual-earner couples working full time had at least one spouse doing shift work,
according to the 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements.

(continued on following page)

Perspectives on labour and income
Autumn 1998

The feature article in the autumn issue of Perspectives on labour and income
looks at couples who do shift work. For the first time, the Survey of Work
Arrangements reveals information on the hours that dual-earner couples work
and the degree to which their work schedules overlap. The analysis compares
couples who work shifts with those who do not. A second article, "Labour force
participation in the 1990’s", questions the labour market discouragement theory
and provides some explanation for the decade’s declining participation rate.
A third article, "Looking for work", examines how job search methods have
changed over the past 20 years. Two other articles, "Retirement patterns of
working couples" and "Home-based entrepreneurs", along with a comparative
profile of the North American labour markets and census income data, conclude
the issue.

The Autumn 1998 issue of Perspectives on labour and income
(75-001-XPE, $18/$58) is now available. For further information, contact
Marie-Paule Robert (613-951-4628), Labour and Household Surveys Analysis
Division.
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StatCan: CANSIM Directory Disc
September 1998

The CANSIM Time Series Directory, a guide to the data contained in the CANSIM time series database, is now
available.

The StatCan: CANSIM Directory Disc contains the CANSIM Time Series Directory, the Statistical Data
Documentation System (a database of the surveys and statistical programs used in Statistics Canada) and the latest
version of the Statistics Canada Thesaurus. Finding information in this Windows version of the CD-ROM is easier
than ever. An entire CANSIM matrix or Statistical Data Documentation System (SDDS) survey can be searched as a
single entity and you can narrow a search to include only active series or those with a specific security level. Specially
designed dialogue boxes guide users through the most typical searches. Hyperlinks between the CANSIM matrices
and the SDDS surveys allow quick access to more detail for both.

The September 1998 edition of the CANSIM Time Series Directory (10F0005XCB) is now available in a Windows
format on CD-ROM. An annual subscription of four quarterly issues is $103.

For further information, contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre.
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Field crop reporting series: Grain
stocks
July 31, 1998

At July 31, 1998, total stocks of wheat, durum wheat,
and canola were all 30% to 50% lower than year earlier
levels as well as their respective five-year averages.
Durum wheat stocks were the lowest in 12 years.

Total wheat stocks fall below five-year average

Total stocks of wheat (stocks held on farms plus
stocks in commercial positions — such as mills,
elevators or terminals) totalled 5,989 thousand tonnes,
down 33% compared with the five-year average of
8,953 thousand tonnes. Stocks have not been this low
since the 5,679 thousand tonnes recorded in 1995.
Commercial stocks made up about 85% of the total at
July 31, 1998. Both durum wheat and wheat excluding
durum farm stocks declined compared with the same
period in 1997. The major factors for the decrease in
total wheat stocks were the 19% drop in production
in 1997 and the 3% increase in exports between
August 1997 and July 1998.

Total stocks of grain at July 31

1997 1998 1997
to

1998

’000 tonnes
%

change

All wheat 9,047 5,989 -34

Wheat excluding durum 7,543 5,214 -31
Barley 2,919 2,457 -16
Canola 563 334 -41
Durum wheat 1,503 776 -48
Oats 812 865 7
Flax 105 105 0

Total stocks of canola plummet

Farm stocks of canola fell by 220 thousand tonnes
leaving total stocks 41% below last year and 48%
lower than the five-year average. Commercial stocks
remained relatively unchanged and make up 70% of
total stocks this year. Production increased by 22% in
1997, allowing producers to increase deliveries by 31%
from August 1997 to the end of July this year. About
half of the deliveries were processed in Canada where
crushings increased by 20%. The other half went to
exports which increased by 19%.

Lower production and higher feeding reduced
total stocks of barley

Total stocks of barley, Canada’s staple feed-grain,
were 462 thousand tonnes less than last year and
6% lower than the five-year average of 2.6 million
tonnes. Both farm and commercial stocks experienced
declines of over 200 thousand tonnes. Farm stocks
make up 69% of the total. A 12% drop in production
in the 1997/98 crop-year and an increase in domestic
livestock feeding were major factors in the decline of
total stocks. The drop in stocks would have been larger
had traditional customers, Japan and Saudi Arabia, not
been able to find more competitive sources to meet
their needs. August to July exports declined by 31%.

Field crop reporting series no. 6: Stocks of
Canadian grain at July 31, 1998 (22-002-XPB, $15/
$88) is now available. See How to order publications.

For further information on the concepts, methods
and data quality of this release, contact David
Burroughs (613-951-5138; burrdav@statcan.ca), or
Dave Roeske (613-951-0572; roesdav@statcan.ca),
Crops Section, Agriculture Division. �
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Couples who do shift work
1995

Four out of 10 (634,000) dual-earner couples working
full time had at least one spouse doing shift work,
according to the 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements.
This first-time look at the schedules of dual-earner
couples showed that the time spouses could spend
together was shorter among those who did shift work.
Because of staggered schedules, and on average
longer workdays, couples where one partner did shift
work had considerably less time off together (11.5
hours) compared with couples who did not perform shift
work (16 hours).

Neither shift
62%

In 4 out of 10 dual-earner couples at least one 
partner works shift

1,670,000 couples

Both shift
8%

Wife shift, 
husband not

12%

Husband shift,
 wife not

18%

Although staggered schedules can be an
advantage for families with children or elderly relatives
at home, it can increase family stress as well as affect
potential time available for family activities. This is
even more true when schedules are not known in
advance. Among couples who did shift work, 74%
reported varying start and end times for at least one
spouse’s job, compared with only 32% for non-shift
couples.

The vast majority of those who did shift work
reported that it was a requirement of the job. However,
roughly 1 in 10 (proportionally more women than
men) did shift work for reasons other than the job
requirements. The most common other reason reported
by husbands was to earn more money, while for wives
it was to care for children or other family members.

As most respondents reported, shift work comes
with the job. All the blue-collar occupations had above-

Data source and definitions

The Survey of Work Arrangements, sponsored by Human
Resources Development Canada, was conducted as a
supplement to the November 1995 Labour Force Survey. It
collected, among other things, data on the work schedules
and hours of work of all paid workers.

Full-time dual-earner couples include those married or in a
common-law relationship at the time of the survey, and where
both partners were paid workers who usually spent 30 or more
hours a week at their main job. The rationale behind selecting
such couples is that two full-time work schedules are more likely
to cause work-family tension than are one or more part-time
schedules.

Shift work includes a regular evening, night or graveyard
shift, rotating or split shift, on-call, casual or other form of
irregular work arrangement.

Non-shift work is a regular daytime schedule.

average rates for shift work, as did occupations in
medicine and service. Because 4 out of 10 husbands
were employed in blue-collar occupations, compared
with only 1 in 10 wives, their overall rate of shift work
was higher.

Women had higher rates of shift work in only two
occupational groups compared with men: professional
(24% versus 18%) and sales (30% versus 17%). Within
these broad groups, two sizeable sub-groups (nursing
and commodity sales) where women predominate, had
high rates of shift work.

Working for the public or private sector also made
a difference. Women working for the public sector
were less likely to do shift work compared with men
(10% versus 22%, respectively). Even though men had
higher rates in the private sector (27%), their presence
in essential services, such as law enforcement and
firefighting, also increased their likelihood of shift work
in the public sector.

Workers covered by a collective agreement were
also more likely to do shift work. Some 32% of
husbands and 23% of wives who benefited from such
coverage did shift work, compared with 20% and 18%
of non-unionized workers.

Further analysis showed that both husbands and
wives had significantly increased chances of doing
shift work if they had spent 10 years or less on the
job, compared with those who had 20 years or more,
although age, and not just the length of time on the job,
may have been a factor.
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The Autumn issue of Perspectives on labour and
income (75-001-XPE, $18/$58) is now available. See
How to order publications.

For further information on the concepts, methods
and data quality in this release, contact Katherine

Marshall (613-951-6890) or Marie-Paule Robert
(613-951-4628), Labour and Household Surveys
Analysis Division. �
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OTHER RELEASES

New Housing Price Index
July 1998

The New Housing Price Index for Canada advanced
1.0% in July 1998 compared with the same period a
year earlier. The index, which tracks contractors’ selling
prices for new homes, increased 0.1% in July compared
with a month earlier.

Canada

Halifax

Montreal

Ottawa-Hull

Toronto

Calgary

Edmonton

Vancouver
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New housing price indexes
July 1997 to July 1998

% change

-5.1

1.0

3.8

1.9

8.5

0.7

3.0

0.7

The largest monthly increase occurred in Calgary
(+0.5%) as some builders passed on increases in
construction costs to new home buyers. Smaller
increases were noted in several other Canadian cities,
as builders reacted to improving market conditions.
However, these increases were moderated by monthly
declines in Halifax (-1.2%), Sudbury-Thunder Bay
(-0.1%) and Vancouver (-0.1%). Contractors attributed
the declines to various competitive factors.

Annual changes varied considerably among the
cities surveyed. The largest annual increase was in
the active Calgary (+8.5%) market. The largest annual
decreases occurred in the very competitive markets of
Victoria (-6.9%) and Vancouver (-5.1%). With Toronto’s
significant impact on the Canada level index, the annual
increase of 3.0% in the active Toronto market was a
major factor in the annual increase of 1.0% for the
Canada total index.

New housing price indexes
(1992=100)

July
1998

July
1997

to
July

1998

June
1998

to
July

1998

% change

Canada 100.2 1.0 0.1

House only 100.7 1.6 0.2
Land only 101.8 0.4 -

St.John’s 96.0 -1.1 -
Halifax 107.7 1.9 -1.2
Charlottetown 101.4 -2.8 0.2
St John-Moncton-Fredericton 93.4 -1.4 -
Quebec City 98.9 1.3 -
Montréal 102.3 0.7 -
Ottawa-Hull 97.8 0.7 0.4
Toronto 102.2 3.0 0.2
Hamilton 101.8 2.7 -
St. Catharines-Niagara 99.8 3.1 0.2
Kitchener-Waterloo 100.4 2.3 0.1
London 97.7 0.1 -
Windsor 105.4 0.7 -
Sudbury-Thunder Bay 100.2 -3.0 -0.1
Winnipeg 112.3 0.9 0.1
Regina 123.9 3.2 0.2
Saskatoon 112.6 2.0 -
Calgary 124.2 8.5 0.5
Edmonton 107.9 3.8 0.1
Vancouver 87.7 -5.1 -0.1
Victoria 78.4 -6.9 0.3

- Nil or zero.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9921.

The third quarter 1998 issue of Construction price
statistics (62-007-XPB, $24/$79) will be available in
December. See How to order publications.

For further information on the concepts,
methods and data quality in this release, contact
Elvira Marinelli (613-951-3350; fax: 613-951-2848;
infounit@statcan.ca), Client Services Unit, Prices
Division. �

Energy supply and demand
1997 and fourth quarter 1997

Production of primary energy in Canada increased
1.9% in 1997 — the lowest yearly advance since 1990.
The slowdown was primarily due to lower domestic
demand with a return to more normal temperatures
in 1997 following unseasonably cold temperatures in
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1996. The modest gain in 1997 was due to increased
production of crude oil, coal and natural gas. Production
of primary electricity and natural gas liquids declined.

Crude oil exports to the United States posted a
solid 8.2% increase in 1997. Canadian crude oil has
found a ready market in the United States, where a
combination of reduced reliance on shipments from
the Persian Gulf and declines in indigenous production
has increased the demand for shipments from Canada.
Coal (+5.9%), primary electricity (+3.2%) and natural
gas (+2.2%) exports all posted advances in 1997.

Energy consumption in Canada was 1.0% higher
than in 1996 — the smallest yearly increase since
1991, when energy use declined by 1.6%. The industrial
sector’s energy consumption edged up 1.6%, due
to increased energy demand by the manufacturing
and by the mining, oil and gas extraction industries.
The transportation sector (+2.8%) and the commercial
sector (+3.4%) both consumed more energy compared
with the same period a year earlier. The residential
sector’s energy consumption decreased 4.8%.

In the fourth quarter of 1997, production of primary
energy rose 2.6% over the same quarter in 1996. Both
coal (+9.2%) and crude oil (+6.3%) posted strong gains.

Energy demand declined 1.4% from the fourth
quarter of 1996. The residential (-7.7%) and commercial
(-3.1%) sectors accounted for much of the decrease.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 4945, 4946,
4950-4962 and 7976-8001.

The fourth quarter 1997 issue of Quarterly report on
energy supply/demand in Canada (57-003-XPB, $43/
$141), will be available shortly. See How to order
publications.

For further information on the concepts, methods
and data quality in this release, contact Gary
Smalldridge (613-951-3567; smalgar@statcan.ca),
Energy Section, Manufacturing, Construction and
Energy Division.

Energy supply and demand

Fourth
quarter

1996r

Fourth
quarter

1997

Fourth
quarter

1996r

to
fourth

quarter
1997

1996r 1997 1996r

to
1997

Petajoules1 % change Petajoules1
%

change

Production 2 3,872 3,974 2.6 14,962 15,244 1.9

Exports2 1,863 1,962 5.3 7,104 7,435 4.7
Imports2 530 628 18.5 1,977 2,221 12.4
Availability (supply) 2 2,625 2,629 0.2 9,945 10,014 0.7
Non-energy use 209 194 -7.2 845 808 -4.4

Demand 1,917 1,889 -1.4 7,129 7,201 1.0

Industrial 595 596 0.0 2,247 2,283 1.6
Transportation 546 557 1.9 2,130 2,189 2.8
Residential and agriculture 449 419 -6.5 1,586 1,530 -3.6
Commercial and government 327 318 -2.8 1,166 1,200 2.9

1 A 30 litre gasoline fill-up contains about one gigajoule of energy. A petajoule is one million gigajoules.
2 Primary energy sources: coal, crude oil, natural gas, natural gas liquids, and hydro and nuclear electricity.
r Revised data.

�

Steel pipe and tubing
July 1998

Steel pipe and tubing production for July totalled
163 112 tonnes, an 8.2% decrease from 177 610
tonnes a year earlier.

Year-to-date production to the end of July 1998
totalled 1 460 566 tonnes, up 11.0% from 1 315 376
tonnes during the same period in 1997.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 7
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The July 1998 issue of Steel pipe and tubing
(41-011-XPB, $7/$62) will be available shortly. See
How to order publications.

For further information on the concepts, methods
and data quality in this release, contact Andy Shinnan
(613-951-3515; shinand@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division. �

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
July 1998

Chemical firms produced 195 940 tonnes of
polyethylene synthetic resins in July 1998, a 0.7%
decrease from 197 264 tonnes in July 1997.

Year-to-date production totalled 1 354 982 metric
tonnes, up 7.1% from 1 265 200 tonnes a year earlier.

Data are also available on production of 3 other
types of synthetic resins and 24 industrial chemicals.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 951.

The July 1998 issue of Industrial chemicals and
synthetic resins (46-002-XPB, $7/62) will be available
shortly. See How to order publications.

For further information on the concepts, methods
and data quality in this release, contact Suzette
DesRosiers (613–951-9836; desrosi@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division. �

Basic summary tabulations
1996 Census

This series from the 1996 Census provides summary
information for small geographic areas of the country
in tabulations using two or more inter-related census
variables.

The entire series comprises 66 basic tabulations.
Released today are 13 tabulations on occupied
private dwellings and housing costs. Geographies
include census divisions and subdivisions; census
metropolitan areas, tracted census agglomerations
and census tracts; federal electoral districts (1996
Representation Order); federal electoral districts (1987
Representation Order) and enumeration areas; and
forward sortation areas. All geographies include data
for Canada, provinces and territories.

Prices begin with a flat fee of $60, plus $1 for each
of the first 100 geographic areas, and $.05 for each
additional area.

For further information, contact your nearest
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. �

College and university financial data
1995/96 (actual) and 1996/97 (preliminary)

Revenue and expenditure data for colleges and
universities are now available.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 00590203 and
00590206.

For further information on this release, contact
Edith Paquin (613-951-1668) or Bernard Bourgoin
(613-951-1506), Centre for Education Statistics. �
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Field crop reporting series No. 6: Stocks of
Canadian grain at July 31
Catalogue number 22-002-XPB
(Canada: $15/$88; outside Canada: US$15/US$88).

Sawmills and planning mills , June 1998
Catalogue number 35-003-XPB
(Canada: $12/$114; outside Canada: US$12/US$114).

Shipments of office furniture products ,
semi-annual period ended June 30, 1998
Catalogue number 35-006SXPB
(Canada: $14/$28; outside Canada: US$14/US$28).

Wood industries , 1995
Catalogue number 35-250-XPB
(Canada: $55; outside Canada: US$55).

Cement , July 1998
Catalogue number 44-001-XPB
(Canada: $7/$62; outside Canada: US$7/US$62).

Surface and marine transport: Service bulletin ,
Vol. 14, no. 3
Catalogue number 50-002-XIB
(Canada: $10/$62; outside Canada: US$10/US$62).

Exports by country , January-June 1998
Catalogue number 65-003-XMB
(Canada: $62/$206; outside Canada: US$62/US$206).

Exports by country , January-June 1998
Catalogue number 65-003-XPB
(Canada: $124/$412; outside Canada:
US$124/US$412).

Perspective on labour and income , Autumn 1998
Catalogue number 75-001-XPE
(Canada: $18/$58; outside Canada: US$18/US$58).

All prices exclude sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-800-889-9734
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033
Internet: order@statcan.ca

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.

Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications . Canadian customers add 7% GST and applicable
PST.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 9
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Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
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Editor: Duncan Currie (613-951-1103, currdun@statcan.ca)
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval
systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas.
Many other valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your
nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538

Quebec
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

If outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll free number for
your province.
Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-495-5318

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for
the Hearing Impaired
Toll free: 1-800-363-7629
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