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OTHER RELEASES

Help-wanted Index
February 1999

The index that measures the number of help-wanted
newspaper advertisements increased 0.7% in February
to 148 (1996=100), marking the third consecutive
monthly increase.

Increases in New Brunswick (+2.6%), British-
Columbia (+1.7%), Newfoundland (+1.5%), Quebec
(+1.4%) and Saskatchewan (+0.8%) were partially
offset by a decrease in Alberta (-1.5%). All other
provincial indexes remained unchanged.

Help-wanted Index
(1996=100)

Feb.
1999

Jan.
1999

Feb.
1998

Feb.
1998

to
Feb.
1999

Jan.
to

Feb.
1999

seasonally adjusted and smoothed

% change

Canada 148 147 136 8.8 0.7

Newfoundland 135 133 136 -0.7 1.5
Prince Edward Island 152 152 132 15.2 0.0
Nova Scotia 157 157 133 18.0 0.0
New Brunswick 157 153 146 7.5 2.6
Quebec 148 146 126 17.5 1.4
Ontario 156 156 139 12.2 0.0
Manitoba 166 166 150 10.7 0.0
Saskatchewan 131 130 139 -5.8 0.8
Alberta 130 132 159 -18.2 -1.5
British Columbia 122 120 117 4.3 1.7

Note: The Help-wanted Index is compiled from the
number of help-wanted ads published in 22 newspapers
in 20 major metropolitan areas. The index is a measure
of employers’ intentions to hire new workers. These
indexes have been seasonally adjusted and smoothed
to ease month-to-month comparisons.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 105 (levels 8 to 10).

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Gilles Groleau (613-951-4090; fax:
613-951-4087; labour@statcan.ca), Labour Division. �

New Housing Price Index
January 1999

In January, the New Housing Price Index increased
0.5% compared with the level in January 1998. On a
month-to-month basis, this index of contractors’ selling
prices for new houses remained unchanged from
December to January.

The largest monthly increases were noted in Halifax
(+1.6%), St. John’s (+0.9%) and Regina (+0.9%) as
some builders passed on increased construction costs
to new home buyers. Smaller increases were also
noted in several other cities. However, these increases
were completely offset by monthly decreases in
Charlottetown (-1.1%), Vancouver (-0.9%), Hamilton
(-0.5%) and several other cities. Four of the 21 cities
surveyed showed no monthly change in January.

Annual changes varied considerably among the
cities surveyed. The active Calgary market had the
largest annual increase (+5.6%). The largest annual
decreases were in Victoria (-6.3%) and Vancouver
(-5.4%) where market conditions remain poor.

Note: The total New Housing Price Index has
been below the level of its two components since
November 1997 and the difference has tended to
increase. This is a result of using a chain formula to
calculate the indexes for house, land and total. The
chain formula is used to reflect better the changes in
the pattern of construction activity.
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New housing price indexes
(1992=100)

Jan.
1999

Jan.
1998

to
Jan.

1999

Dec.
1998

to
Jan.

1999

% change

Canada total 100.3 0.5 -

House only 100.8 0.8 -
Land only 102.0 0.4 -

St.John’s 96.3 -0.5 0.9
Halifax 110.1 3.0 1.6
Charlottetown 103.5 3.4 -1.1
St. John-Moncton-Fredericton 93.3 -1.2 -
Quebec City 99.1 0.4 0.6
Montréal 102.7 0.5 0.2
Ottawa-Hull 98.2 1.3 -0.1
Toronto 103.1 2.1 0.2
Hamilton 102.4 1.5 -0.5
St. Catharines-Niagara 101.0 2.1 0.1
Kitchener-Waterloo 101.1 1.4 0.6
London 98.4 0.9 -
Windsor 105.8 0.5 1.1
Sudbury-Thunder Bay 99.9 -1.4 -0.3
Winnipeg 112.4 0.7 -
Regina 126.6 3.6 0.9
Saskatoon 112.7 1.3 -
Calgary 126.8 5.6 0.3
Edmonton 108.9 2.4 0.1
Vancouver 84.9 -5.4 -0.9
Victoria 77.4 -6.3 -0.3

- Nil or zero.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 9921.

The first quarter 1999 issue of Construction price
statistics (62-007-XPB, $24/$79) will be available in
June. See How to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Louise Chaı̂né (613-951-3350; fax:
613-951-1539; infounit@statcan.ca), Client Services
Unit, Prices Division. �

Short-term Expectations Survey

Results from the Short-term Expectations Survey show
that little change is expected in the performance of the
economy for the first quarter of 1999. Forecasters are
adjusting downwards their forecasts for this period.

The month-over-month mean forecast for gross
domestic product in December was 0.2% compared
with the actual growth of 0.4%. Analysts expect little
change in January and February, with mean monthly
growth of 0.2% and 0.1% respectively.

Forecasts for international trade show that a slight
increase is expected over the January through March
period. The mean trade surplus forecast for these three
months is $1.6 billion, a slightly higher balance than
December’s actual figure of $1.5 billion. The forecasts
for both exports and imports were slightly lower than
the actual figures for December.

Forecasters are expecting a slight increase in the
Consumer Price Index over the February to April period.
Actual inflation has been lower than expected — the
forecast average for January was 1.0% compared with
the actual rate of 0.6%.

The unemployment rate decreased to 7.8% for
January while the participation rate increased to
65.8%. Forecasters are anticipating a slight decrease
in February’s unemployment rate to 7.7%, followed by
increases in March and April to 7.9%. Participation
rates for February to April are forecast to remain
steady at 65.7%.

The next release will be on April 7, 1999.

For more information, for a set of tables, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods, and data quality
of this release, contact Jenny Grenier, (613-951-1020;
fax: 613-951-1572; grenjen@statcan.ca), Small
Business and Special Surveys Division. �
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Short-term Expectations Survey

Forecasts Actual figures

Dec. Jan. Feb. March April Dec. Jan.

seasonally adjusted month/month % change, constant $1992

Gross domestic product
Initial forecast 0.2 0.1 0.1 .. .. 0.4 ..
First revision 0.2 0.2 .. .. ..
Second revision 0.2 .. .. .. ..

$ billion

Exports
Initial forecast 27.1 28.0 27.9 28.2 .. 28.3 ..
First revision 28.2 27.9 28.2 .. ..
Second revision 28.0 28.2 .. .. ..

Imports
Initial forecast 25.5 26.3 26.2 26.5 .. 26.8 ..
First revision 26.4 26.2 26.6 .. ..
Second revision 26.2 26.6 .. .. ..

Balance
Initial forecast 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.7 .. 1.5 ..
First revision 1.8 1.7 1.6 .. ..
Second revision 1.8 1.6 .. .. ..

year/year % change

Consumer Price Index
Initial forecast 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.6
First revision 1.2 1.2 1.1 0.8 ..
Second revision 1.3 1.0 0.7 .. ..

seasonally adjusted %

Unemployment rate
Initial forecast 8.5 8.3 8.3 8.1 7.9 8.0 7.8
First revision 8.2 8.3 8.1 7.9 ..
Second revision 8.0 8.1 7.7 .. ..

Labour force participation rate
Initial forecast 65.0 65.1 65.3 65.5 65.7 65.6 65.8
First revision 65.2 65.4 65.6 65.7 ..
Second revision 65.5 65.6 65.7 .. ..

.. Not available.

�

Population and census family estimates
July 1, 1991 to July 1, 1998

A new series of population and census family
estimates is now available for Canada, the provinces
and territories for each year from July 1, 1991 to July 1,
1998.

Released today are preliminary postcensal
estimates by age, sex and marital status at July 1,
1998; July 1, 1997 (updated postcensal); July 1,
1996 (final postcensal); and July 1, 1991 to July 1,
1995 (final intercensal).

Also available are preliminary postcensal July 1,
1998 estimates of the number of census families as
well as those at July 1, 1997 (updated postcensal) and
those at July 1 in 1996, 1995, 1994, 1993, 1992 and
1991 (final intercensal). Additional detail is provided
for each province for husband-wife and lone-parent
families on the basis of size, age group of children, age
of husband and wife or lone parent, and sex of parent
in the case of lone-parent families.

These population and family estimates take into
account the 1996 Census results, adjusted for net
census undercoverage.
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Population estimates at the census division and
census metropolitan area level will be available shortly.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 6213-6225 and 6343.

These estimates will appear in Annual demographic
statistics, 1998 (91-213-XPB, $125; Internet version:
91-213-XIB, $56) which will be available shortly. See
How to order publications.

For more information on this release or to obtain
data, contact Lise Champagne (613-951-2320; fax:
613-951-2307; chamlis@statcan.ca), Demography
Division, or contact your nearest Regional Reference
Centre. For information on concepts, methods, and
data quality for estimates of population by age,
sex and marital status or for the number of census
families, contact Daniel Larrivée (613-951-0694; fax:
613-951-2307; lardani@statcan.ca). �

Steel pipe and tubing
January 1999

Steel pipe and tubing production for January totalled
205 650 tonnes, a 4.8% decrease from 215 971 tonnes
a year earlier.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35.

The January 1999 issue of Production and
shipments of steel pipe and tubing (41-011-XIB, $5/
$47) will be available shortly on the Internet. See How
to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Greg Milsom (613-951-7093;
milsomg@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division. �

Asphalt roofing
January 1999

Production of asphalt shingles totalled 2 757 740 metric
bundles in January, a 9.7% increase from 2 514 875
metric bundles produced in January 1998.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 32 and 122 (series
27).

The January 1999 issue of Asphalt roofing
(45-001-XPB, $7/$62) will be available shortly. See
How to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of
this release, contact Don Grant (613-951-5998;
grantdo@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction and
Energy Division. �

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
January 1999

Chemical firms produced 202 761 tonnes of
polyethylene synthetic resins in January, a 3.4%
increase from 196 009 tonnes in January 1998.

Data are also available on production of 3 other
types of synthetic resins and 24 industrial chemicals.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 951.

The January 1999 issue of Industrial chemicals and
synthetic resins (46-002-XIB, $5/47) is now available on
the Internet. See How to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Randall Sheldrick (613-951-7199;
shelran@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction and
Energy Division. �

For-hire motor carriers of freight (top
carriers)
Fourth quarter 1998

The top 74 for-hire motor carriers based in Canada
(those earning $25 million or more annually) generated
$1.38 billion in operating revenues and incurred $1.30
billion in operating expenses during the fourth quarter of
1998. The operating ratio (operating expenses divided
by operating revenues) for all top for-hire carriers of
freight was stable at 0.94 compared with the fourth
quarter of 1997 (any ratio greater than 1.00 represents
an operating loss).

Fourth quarter 1998 data on the top for-hire
carriers, taken from the Quarterly Motor Carriers of
Freight Survey, provides results from 57 general freight
carriers and 17 specialized freight carriers.

For more information or to enquire about the
concepts, methods and data quality of this release,
contact Gilles Paré (613-951-2517; fax: 613-951-0579;
paregil@statcan.ca), Transportation Division. �
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Production and shipments of steel pipe and
tubing , January 1999
Catalogue number 41-011-XIB
(Canada: $5/$47; outside Canada: US$5/US$47).

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins ,
January 1999
Catalogue number 46-002-XIB
(Canada: $5/$47; outside Canada: US$5/US$47).

Surface and marine transport: service bulletin , vol.
15, no. 2
Catalogue number 50-002-XIB
(Canada: $10/$62; outside Canada: US$10/US$62).

All prices exclude sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-800-889-9734
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division,
Ottawa, K1A 0T6. Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications . Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Dan Smythe (613-951-1103, smytdan@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613-951-1088, prevcha@statcan.ca)

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 1999. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged
as the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E,
along with date and page references.
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval
systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas.
Many other valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your
nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538

Quebec
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

If outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll free number for
your province.
Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-495-5318

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for
the Hearing Impaired
Toll free: 1-800-363-7629
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