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MAJOR RELEASES

• New motor vehicle sales, January 1999 3
Advancing truck sales pushed up the number of new motor vehicles sold in January by 3.6%.

(continued on following page)

Products shipped by Canadian manufacturers —
CD-ROM
1988-1996

Products shipped by Canadian manufacturers, 1988-1996 is a CD-ROM with a
database of goods produced by Canadian manufacturers. This new analytical
tool will help you research the value and quantity of goods manufactured in
Canada and in each province. It also provides the origins of manufactured
goods by SIC (Standard industrial classification).

The CD-ROM is user-friendly; using a commodity code or word search,
you can obtain in seconds the value and quantity of a product shipped. You
can also follow the trend of goods manufactured or simply calculate the market
share in Canada or a province.

In addition, this product contains a system which allows you to trace any historical changes in commodity codes,
and includes the Standard classification of goods and the Standard industrial classification.

The CD-ROM on Products shipped by Canadian manufacturers, 1988-1996 (31-211-XCB, $430 for single
use) is now available. For more information, contact Jean-Marie Houle (613-951-9497; fax: 613-951-3522;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction, and Energy Division.



The Daily, March 15, 1999

OTHER RELEASES

Railway carloadings, seven-day period ending February 28, 1999 5
Total population and population by age and sex, July 1, 1991 to July 1, 1998 5

PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 6

REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 7

2 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E



� End of text
� End of release

The Daily, March 15, 1999

MAJOR RELEASES

New motor vehicle sales
January 1999

Advancing truck sales pushed up the number of new
motor vehicles sold in January by 3.6% to 122,527. This
followed a 0.8% sales decline in December 1998.

Sales in January were 15.0% higher than in
January 1998 because of exceptionally weak sales that
month. Industry sources suggested that dealers might
have drawn some business into December 1997 by
offering customers strong incentives on the purchase
of new motor vehicles. This shift in sales, coupled
with the January ice storm, contributed to a substantial
decline in new vehicle sales in January 1998 (all figures
are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise indicated).

Sales of new motor vehicles posted general
declines from the spring of 1998 to the end of the year.
Prior to the spring of 1998, sales had generally been
rising from the spring of 1996.
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Motor vehicle sales rebounded in January

¹ The short-term trend represents a moving average of the data. 
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Truck sales advance for the first time since
September

Sales of new trucks rose 8.9% in January to
58,842 units. This was the first monthly advance since
September and the largest advance since a 10.4%
increase in March 1998. Truck sales have generally

Note to readers

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes (such as taxis or rental cars). Trucks
include minivans, sport utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans, coaches and buses.

Owing to the merger of Daimler-Benz and Chrysler, sales
for the Big Three manufacturers (General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler) are discontinued.

For reasons of confidentiality, the Yukon and Northwest
Territories are included with British Columbia.

been declining since early 1998 after posting gains from
the summer of 1995.

Car sales declined 0.9% in January, the second
straight monthly decline. Sales fell for both North
American (-1.0%) and overseas-built cars (-0.3%).
Since the spring of 1996, car sales have generally
been rising but at an increasingly slower rate.

January sales advance in most provinces

All but the three most western provinces posted
year-over-year increases in new motor vehicle sales
in January (unadjusted for seasonally). Quebec posted
the strongest year-over-year increase (+42.3%).

In January, sales of new motor vehicles fell
in Saskatchewan (-7.1%), Alberta (-6.6%) and
British Columbia (-2.5%) compared with the levels
in January 1998. While each of these provinces
experienced declining sales in the number of trucks
sold, only dealers in British Columbia saw a decline
in new car sales. Weakness in commodity prices in
these three provinces may be affecting consumer
confidence, which in turn may be contributing to the
lacklustre sales of new motor vehicles.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 64.

The January 1999 issue of New motor vehicle sales
(63-007-XIB, $13/$124) will be available at a later date.
See How to order to publications.

For data or general information, contact the
Client Services Unit (613-951-3549; 1 877 421-3067;
retailinfo@statcan.ca), Retail Trade Section,
Distributive Trades Division. For analytical information,
or to enquire about the concepts, methods and
data quality of this release, contact Greg Peterson
(613-951-3592; petegre@statcan.ca). �
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New motor vehicle sales

Jan.
1998

Dec.
1998r

Jan.
1999p

Jan.
1998

to
Jan.

1999

Dec.
1998

to
Jan.

1999

seasonally adjusted

% change

New motor vehicles 106,549 118,264 122,527 15.0 3.6

Passenger cars 51,710 64,238 63,685 23.2 -0.9
North American1 42,185 50,735 50,223 19.1 -1.0
Overseas 9,525 13,503 13,462 41.3 -0.3

Trucks, vans and buses 54,839 54,026 58,842 7.3 8.9

p
Market shareJan.

1998
Jan.

1999
Jan.

1998
to

Jan.
1999

Jan.
1998

Jan.
1999

unadjusted

% change %

New motor vehicles 77,409 86,790 12.1

Passenger cars 35,936 42,297 17.7
North American1 30,508 35,052 14.9 84.9 82.9
Overseas 5,428 7,245 33.5 15.1 17.1

Trucks, vans and buses 41,473 44,493 7.3
North American1 38,667 40,983 6.0 93.2 92.1
Overseas 2,806 3,510 25.1 6.8 7.9

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1 Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.

�
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Railway carloadings
Seven-day period ending February 28, 1999

Carloadings of freight (excluding intermodal traffic)
during the seven-day period ending February 28, 1999
decreased 5.4% to 4.6 million tonnes from the same
period last year. The number of cars loaded decreased
3.4%.

Intermodal traffic (piggyback) tonnage totalled
376 000 tonnes, a 13.0% increase from the same
period of 1998. The year-to-date figures show a 12.9%
increase.

Total traffic (carloadings of freight and intermodal
traffic) decreased 4.2% during the period. This brought
the year-to-date total to 38.6 million tonnes, a 6.1%
decrease from the previous year.

All year-to-date figures have been revised.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods, and data quality of this
release, contact Robert Larocque (613-951-2486; fax:
613-951-0009; laroque@statcan.ca), Transportation
Division. �

Total population and population by age
and sex
July 1, 1991 to July 1, 1998

Preliminary postcensal estimates of total population and
population by age and sex for census divisions and
census metropolitan areas are now available for July 1
of the following years: 1998, 1997 (updated postcensal
estimates), 1996 (final postcensal estimates) as well
as 1995, 1994, 1993, 1992 and 1991 (final intercensal
estimates).

These estimates take into account the 1996
Census results, adjusted for net census undercoverage.

Note: CANSIM matrices 6151-6168, 6169-6186,
6190-6202 and 6230-6242, containing data based
on 1991 Census counts, have been terminated and
replaced by the new matrices listed below based on
1996 Census counts.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 9235-9296.

These estimates will be published in Annual
demographic statistics, 1998 (91-213-XPB, $125;
Internet version: 91-213-XIB, $56), available at a later
data. See How to order publications.

To obtain these data, contact Lise
Champagne (613-951-2320; fax: 613- 951-2307;
chamlis@statcan.ca), Demography Division or the
nearest Regional Reference Center. To enquire about
the concepts, methods, or data quality of this release,
call Mario Bédard (613-951-2290; fax: 613-951-2307;
bedardm@statcan.ca), Demography Division �
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Primary iron and steel , January 1999
Catalogue number 41-001-XIB
(Canada: $5/$47; outside Canada: US$5/US$47).

New motor vehicle sales , December 1998
Catalogue number 63-007-XIB
(Canada: $13/$124; outside Canada: US$13/US$124).

Employment, earnings and hours , December 1998
Catalogue number 72-002-XPB
(Canada: $32/$320; outside Canada: US$32/US$320).

All prices exclude sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-800-889-9734
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division,
Ottawa, K1A 0T6. Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications . Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Dan Smythe (613-951-1103, smytdan@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613-951-1088, prevcha@statcan.ca)

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 1999. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged
as the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E,
along with date and page references.

6 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E



The Daily, March 15, 1999

REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval
systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas.
Many other valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your
nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538

Quebec
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

If outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll free number for
your province.
Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-495-5318

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for
the Hearing Impaired
Toll free: 1-800-363-7629
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