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HIGHLIGHTS

• The decline in farm population has slowed considerably since 1986. Between 1986
and 1991, the farm population declined 5.6% while between 1991 and 1996, it
declined 1.7%. At the time of the 1996 Census of Agriculture, Canada’s farm
population stood at 851,400, representing 3% of the overall population.

• The 1996 Census counted 39,600 farm operators who were immigrants, about
one-tenth of the total number of farmers. Two-thirds of these individuals reported a
mother tongue other than English or French. The largest groups consisted of farm
operators who reported German as their mother tongue, followed by Dutch and
Italian.

• Farmers on the whole were better educated in 1996 than they were 15 years
earlier. In addition to increases in university education, many opted for some form
of non-university postsecondary education. In 1996, 15% had university education,
compared with 24% with non-university postsecondary education.

• Wages and salaries remained the biggest source of income for farm families on
unincorporated farms. In 1995, they accounted for 55 cents of every dollar in total
farm family income. Net farm income was the second highest contributor to total
family income at 19 cents of every dollar.

REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 13
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The Daily, April 26, 1999

1996 Census of Agriculture CD-ROM
Release 2

The 1996 Census of Agriculture CD-ROM, Release 2 is now available.

This new CD-ROM contains data on the age, marital status, mother
tongue, highest level of schooling, income and other socio-economic
characteristics of farm operators and farm families. The CD-ROM also
contains farm population counts from the 1996 Agriculture-Population
Linkage database as well as selected historical data from previous
Censuses of Agriculture and Agriculture-Population Linkage databases
at the national and provincial levels.

Also available are all farm variables and selected operator variables from the 1996 Census of
Agriculture at the national, provincial and small area levels, data for all farm operator characteristics at the
national and provincial levels and selected farm data for the Yukon and Northwest Territories.

Additional features include data highlights, reference material for understanding the data, and three
issues of The Daily which provide analysis, graphs and summaries for the three major releases of 1996
Census of Agriculture data. Users who have already purchased Release 1 will receive Release 2 at no
additional charge.

The 1996 Census of Agriculture CD-ROM, Release 2 (93F0031XCB, $2,500) is now available.
To order this product, contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. For more
information, contact the Census of Agriculture User Services Unit (1 800 465-1991; 613-951-2889;
agriculture@statcan.ca).
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Agriculture-Population Linkage
database — 1996 Census of
Agriculture

Statistics Canada today releases the third and final
report based on the 1996 Census of Agriculture which
paints a new statistical portrait of the nation’s farmers.

The first report from the Census of Agriculture gave
a national overview of changes in agriculture between
1991 and 1996, focusing on the number of farms,
crops, livestock, operating expenses and other farm
characteristics. The second report added information on
the management structure of farms, the hours farmers
worked on and off the farm and the types of non-
agricultural businesses many of them operated.

Today’s report combines data from the Census
of Agriculture with data from the 1996 Census of
Population. The resulting analysis allows an in-depth
look at Canadian farm operators and farm families. It
also allows certain characteristics of the farm population
to be compared with the general population.

The data, collected on May 14, 1996, show
changes over time in the makeup of farm families,
advances in the level of education of farm operators
and variations in the composition of their family
income. This report also provides data on immigrant
farm operators and on unpaid work on the farm.

Agriculture in the mid-1990s: fewer farms and a
smaller farm population

Canadian agriculture in the mid-1990s consisted
of fewer farms and a declining farm population. This
decline in the farm population and its share in rural
areas was due in large part to changing technology and
farm size. While the overall area under cultivation has
remained fairly stable over the last few decades, the
number of farms has fallen significantly, leaving fewer,
but larger, farms.

From a high of 732,800 in 1941, the total number of
census farms in Canada has declined to about 276,500
in 1996.

Since the Second World War, the proportion of
people living on farms has dropped drastically. At
the time of the 1996 Census of Agriculture, Canada’s
farm population was 851,400, just 3.0% of the overall
population. In 1941, just under 3.2 million people
lived on farms, more than one-quarter of the overall
population.

The decline in the farm population has slowed
considerably since 1986. Between 1986 and 1991,
the farm population declined 5.6% while it fell 1.7%

Note to readers

Statistics Canada today issues its third and final release from
the 1996 Census of Agriculture. This report presents data from
the 1996 Agriculture-Population linkage database. At Census
time, farm households receive both a Census of Population
questionnaire and a Census of Agriculture questionnaire.

The Census of Population database provides information on
such variables as age, education, family size, income sources
and unpaid household activities. The Census of Agriculture
database contains farm-related data on crops, livestock, farm
type and farm size. The Agriculture-Population database is
unique in that it combines both databases to paint a socio-
economic portrait not only of farm operators, but of their
spouses, children, families and households.

Two previous reports on May 14, 1997, and December 15,
1997, gave a national overview of changes in agriculture
between 1991 and 1996 for numerous characteristics, and
provided an initial profile of Canada’s farms and farm operators.

Prior to the 1991 Census, only one farm operator could be
reported per farm on the Census of Agriculture questionnaire.
Since 1991, up to three farm operators can be reported per
farm. This change has produced a better representation of
the operating structure of Canadian farms. However, readers
should be aware that this modification has affected historical
comparability by slightly increasing counts of farm operators,
farm population and farm families.

The Census of Agriculture was expanded in 1996 to include
commercial poultry hatcheries and Christmas tree farms. This
change has slightly increased counts of farms, farm operators,
farm population and farm families.

between 1991 and 1996. The largest relative decline
between censuses (-23.7%) occurred between 1966
and 1971.

Farm population keeps declining but at a slower rate
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* No census was conducted in 1946.

In some provinces, the declining trend in farm
population has reversed. The farm population has been
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increasing since 1986 in British Columbia (+13.1%)
and Alberta (+7.4%). Two other provinces showed
increases between 1991 and 1996: Nova Scotia
(+4.1%) and Manitoba (+0.6%). Despite the increases
in these provinces, their farm population represents
either a declining or relatively stable share of the
province’s total population, as the non-farm population
has risen at a faster rate.

Ontario’s farm population of about 221,200 was the
largest of any province but accounted for only 2% of the
province’s total population in 1996. In contrast, the farm
population of 145,600 in Saskatchewan represented
15% of its total population, the highest share.

Nationally, the farm population’s share of the total
population in rural areas has also declined drastically
during the past half century. In 1941, the rural farm
population accounted for about two-thirds of the
rural population in Canada. Fifty-five years later, the
proportion had declined to only 13%.

Farm population: smaller families and a greying
population

Farm families are getting smaller, which has been
one reason for the decline in the farm population. At
the same time, there are proportionately more seniors
on farms.

In 1971, the average size of a farm family was 4.3
persons. By 1996, this had declined to 3.4. In contrast,
the average family in the general population declined
from 3.7 persons to 3.0 during the same 25-year period.

A major factor in the decline in average size of farm
families has been a substantial drop in the proportion
of larger families. In 1971, 4 in every 10 families (40%)
had at least 5 members. Twenty-five years later, that
proportion had declined to 2 in 10 (22%).

The Census of Agriculture also confirmed that the
aging trend in the general population is occurring within
the farm population. People aged 65 and over made
up 8.3% of the farm population in 1996, compared with
7.6% in 1991 and 5.9% in 1971. On the other hand, in
1996 children under the age of 15 represented 24.3%
of the total farm population, down from 25.0% in 1991
and 32.5% in 1971.

Farm operators: older than the general labour
force

Almost one-third (32%) of farm operators were
aged 55 and over in 1996, unchanged from 1991 but
slightly down from 34% in 1971. (In contrast, people
aged 55 and over accounted for 10% of the general
labour force in 1996.)

Definitions

The farm population includes all members of a farm operator’s
household living on a farm in a rural or urban area.

A farm operator is a person who is responsible for the
day-to-day management decisions made in the operation of
the agricultural operation. Farm operators are also referred to
as farmers.

The labour force refers to all persons aged 15 years
and over, excluding institutional residents, who were employed
during the week prior to Census Day. Also included are
unemployed persons who looked for work in the four weeks
preceding the census, who were to start a new job within four
weeks of the census or who were temporarily laid off.

The term family refers to the concept of a census family.
A census family is a now-married couple (with or without
never-married sons or daughters of either or both spouses), a
couple living common-law (with or without never-married sons
or daughters of either or both partners) or a lone parent of any
marital status, with at least one never-married son or daughter
living in the same dwelling.

The total income of a census family is the sum of the
total incomes of all members of that family aged 15 years
and over received during the calendar year preceding the
census. Income includes wages and salaries, net farm income,
net non-farm self-employment income, government transfer
payments, investment income, retirement pensions and other
money income.

Net farm income is reported on the Census of Population
questionnaire. Respondents are instructed to report net farm
income (gross farm receipts minus operating expenses such
as wages, rents and depreciation).

Immigrant population refers to people who are, or have
been at one time, landed immigrants in Canada. A landed
immigrant is a person who has been granted the right to live
in Canada permanently by immigration authorities. Some are
recent arrivals, while others have resided in Canada for a
number of years.

Mother tongue is the first language learned at home in
childhood and still understood by the individual at the time of
the census.

Unpaid family workers (worked without pay for a relative
in a family farm or business) refers to all persons aged 15
and over who reported that their job in the week preceding the
census consisted of working without pay for a spouse or other
relative in a family farm or business.

People under the age of 35 represented 16% of
all farm operators in 1996, while individuals in that age
group made up 41% of the general labour force.

Because farmers usually live where they work, they
tend to stay active on their farms longer than others in
the labour force, even if they choose to scale back the
extent of their operations and enter semi-retirement. In
addition, some farmers remain involved in farming with
their adult children, while others may enter agriculture
as a hobby after retiring from the general labour force.
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Immigrants accounted for about one-tenth of farm
operators

The 1996 Census counted 39,600 farm operators
who were immigrants, about one-tenth of all 387,600
farm operators in Canada.

About 11,500 of these immigrant farmers reported
English as their mother tongue (anglophones), 1,400
reported French (francophones), and the remainder,
about 26,700, reported a mother tongue other than
English or French (allophones).

Of the allophone immigrants, the largest group
consisted of farm operators who reported German as
their mother tongue (8,500), followed by Dutch (8,100),
Italian (1,500) and Portuguese (800).

Differences in types of farms were noted when
considering the mother tongue of immigrant farmers.
For instance, about one-quarter (24%) of farm
operators with German as their mother tongue were
beef farmers. Those reporting Dutch were more likely
to be involved in dairy farming (26%) while those
reporting Italian appeared to show a preference for
fruit farming (22%).

Immigrant farm operators by mother tongue
1996

Number

English 11,460
German 8,545
Dutch 8,145
Italian 1,500
French 1,445
Portuguese 810
Punjabi 735
Danish 685
Hungarian 610
Flemish 590
Chinese 535
Ukrainian 480
Spanish 145
Arabic 60
Other 3,880

Total 39,620

Ontario had the largest group of immigrant farmers,
about 15,500 or 39% of the national total. British
Columbia followed with 9,100 or 23% of the total, then
Alberta with 7,300, or 18%.

One in every three farm operators (27%) in
British Columbia was an immigrant, by far the highest
proportion among the provinces. British Columbia was
home to 700 immigrant farm operators who reported
Punjabi as their mother tongue, virtually the entire
group in Canada. They were involved mostly in fruit
farming. Seventy percent of the 500 immigrant farm
operators who reported Chinese as their mother tongue

also resided in British Columbia. Over half (53%) of all
mushroom farms in that province were operated by an
immigrant farmer with Chinese as their mother tongue.
Vegetable farming was also prevalent for this group of
farm operators.

Fifty-five percent of Ontario immigrant farmers
reported that their mother tongue was either German,
Dutch or Italian. This gave Ontario the highest share
of immigrant operators reporting any of the three main
non-official mother tongues.

Immigrant farm operators as a percent of all farm
operators
1996

%

Canada 10.2

Newfoundland 3.2
Prince Edward Island 6.7
Nova Scotia 10.0
New Brunswick 9.3
Quebec 4.8
Ontario 16.0
Manitoba 6.9
Saskatchewan 2.4
Alberta 8.8
British Columbia 27.4

Education

The Agriculture-Population database showed that
farmers on the whole were better educated in 1996 than
they were 15 years earlier. In addition to increases in
university education, many opted for some form of non-
university postsecondary education such as agricultural
colleges. This was particularly true among younger
farmers.

Four out of ten farm operators (40%) had some
postsecondary education in 1996, with non-university
postsecondary education being more common than
university education. Slightly more than 15% of farmers
had a university education in 1996, up from 11% in
1981. By comparison, 29% of the general labour force
had a university education in 1996. But during this same
15-year period, the proportion of all farm operators with
some form of non-university postsecondary education
increased from 16% to 24% (compared with 29% of the
general labour force in 1996).

This difference between the two levels of education
was particularly noticeable among farm operators under
the age of 35. In 1996, 34% of this age group had
a non-university postsecondary education, more than
twice the proportion of 15% who went to university.

The preference for a non-university postsecondary
schooling may be the result of a number of factors,

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 5



The Daily, April 26, 1999

including the time a university education requires away
from the farm and a practical-oriented approach of
college courses on animal care and field techniques,
for instance.

Highest level of schooling for farm operators and
the general labour force, by age category
1996

All
persons

Less
than

grade
9

Grades
9

to
13

Postsec-
ondary,

non-
university

University

Number %

All farm operators 387,555 16 44 24 15
Total labour force 14,762,100 6 37 29 29
Less than 35 years

Farm operators 62,295 6 45 34 15
Labour force 6,120,100 2 37 31 30

35 to 54 years
Farm operators 201,730 8 46 27 18
Labour force 7,123,285 6 36 29 29

55 years and over
Farm operators 123,525 34 41 15 10
Labour force 1,518,715 20 37 21 22

Even among farmers aged 55 and over, education
levels improved during this 15-year period. About 25%
of this age group had a postsecondary education in
1996, almost twice the proportion of 14% in 1981. In
1996, 66% of this group had at least some high school
education, up substantially from 44% in 1981.

Coincidentally, agriculture was not the most popular
field of study for farmers in 1996. Of those farmers
who reported postsecondary education, 19% studied
agricultural and biological sciences and technologies.
However, 23% chose engineering and applied science
technologies and trades, the most popular field. The
third most popular choice was commerce, management
and business administration (10%).

Female farm operators had more schooling than
male farm operators

On the whole, farm operators across Canada
averaged 11.7 years of schooling in 1996, up from
10.2 in 1981.

Female farm operators attended school for slightly
longer than their male counterparts. Women averaged
12.5 years of schooling in 1996, up from 11.0 in
1981. Men, on the other hand, averaged 11.5 years
of schooling in 1996, up from 10.1.

Three out of every 10 female farm operators (30%)
had some non-university postsecondary education,
while 19% had university education. In contrast, 23%
of male operators had a non-university postsecondary
education, while 14% had a university education.

Farm income

Net farm income can vary greatly from year to year depending
on a number of factors, including commodity prices, the prices
of inputs a farmer must purchase to produce commodities
and weather or disease, which can determine the amount
of a commodity a farmer has to sell. In fact, farming can
actually have a negative impact on a family’s income when
the expenses involved in production cannot be covered by the
selling price of the commodity.

On the 1996 Census of Agriculture questionnaire,
respondents reported their gross farm receipts for 1995. The
agricultural price situation in 1995 was relatively positive.
Although the beef sector was experiencing declining prices,
the hog sector was expanding as prices increased, while grain
prices were also very strong.

There are a number of sources of income data available
for the farm sector. Within the Agriculture Division of Statistics
Canada, the Taxation Data Program of the Whole Farm Data
Project provides annual income estimates for farm operators
and farm families of unincorporated farms by farm types. These
income estimates are based on tax returns of taxfilers reporting
gross or net farm income; they are considered to be Statistics
Canada’s most reliable current source of annual data relating
to the incomes of unincorporated farm operators and their
families.

Income data from the Agriculture-Population Linkage
database are obtained from the Census of Population for
those who reported themselves as farm operators on the
Census of Agriculture questionnaire; they are available
every five years (the most recent being conducted in 1996).
Agriculture-Population data give a historical perspective of
the relative importance of farm income among the different
sources of income for farm families.

The most popular fields of study among female
farm operators were commerce, management and
business administration (20%) and health professions,
sciences and technologies (19%). For female
operators, trades and agricultural and biological
sciences and technologies ranked fourth with 10%.
Fields of study did not differ between women in the
general population and female operators. Commerce,
management and business administration ranked first
with 14% of women, followed by health professions,
sciences and technologies (9%).

Male operators preferred the fields of engineering
and applied science technologies and trades (33%) and
agricultural and biological sciences and technologies
(24%). Engineering and applied science technologies
and trades was also the most common field of study
for men in the general population (19%). Commerce,
management and business administration ranked
second with 8% of the total.
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Family income

The total income of a census family is the sum of
the total incomes of all members of that family aged 15
and over received during the calendar year preceding
the census. Income includes wages and salaries, net
farm income, net non-farm self-employment income,
government transfer payments, investment income,
retirement pensions, and other money income.

This analysis on families’ total income focuses on
those census families involved in an unincorporated
farm. This allows an analysis not only of their total
income, but also the relative importance of net farm
income to the total income of these families.

The 1996 Census of Population collected
information on levels of farm family income for
1995. According to the data, 216,600 farm families
were involved in an unincorporated farm in 1995, down
6.2% from 1990 and down 19.5% from 1980.

The average income of these families from all
sources for 1995 was $53,121, a 3.6% increase from
1990 after adjusting for inflation. This level is very close
to the average income of $54,562 for families in the
general population, which had actually declined 4.9%
during the five-year period.

Since 1980, many factors have caused family
income to fluctuate. The recession in the early 1980s
resulted in a decline in family income between 1980
and 1985. Then family income increased significantly
during the recovery of the late 1980s. Income among
farm families appears to have followed a similar trend.

Overall, the average income of farm families in
1995 was 5.6% higher than in 1980, compared with
an increase of only 2.6% among families in the general
population.

Wages and salaries represent the biggest income
source for farm families

As with several previous censuses, wages and
salaries remained the biggest source of income for
farm families in 1995. Since 1985, they have always
accounted for at least half of the total income of census
families associated with unincorporated farms. In 1995,
wages and salaries accounted for 55 cents of every
dollar in total farm family income, unchanged from
1990.

The size of the farm affected the amount of wages
and salaries earned by a farm family. Generally, with
higher gross farm receipts, a smaller share of a family’s
total income came from wages and salaries. When
gross farm receipts surpassed $100,000, wages and
salaries represented less than 40% of the total income

of the farm family. Wages and salaries contributed the
least (33%) to the income of families on farms with
gross farm receipts ranging from $250,000 to $500,000.
Wages and salaries represented the largest share of a
family’s total income (69%) on farms where gross farm
receipts were less than $10,000.

In contrast, net income from farming activities
accounted for only 19 cents of every dollar in family
income, which in fact was an increase from 15 cents in
1990. This increase in proportion reversed a downward
trend that started in 1980 when net farm income
represented 31 cents of every dollar.

Contribution of income components for census
families involved in unincorporated farms

1980 1985 1990 1995

%

Net farm income 31 24 15 19
Wages and salaries 47 50 55 55
Net non-farm self-employment

income 6 5 6 4
Income from government 6 9 10 12
Other income 11 12 14 11

About 12 cents of every dollar in family income in
1995 came from some form of government program
payment such as benefits from Canada or Quebec
Pension Plan, Old Age Security and Guaranteed
Income Supplement, twice the level of 6 cents in 1980.

The balance of farm family income in 1995 came
from non-farm self-employment income (4 cents) and
"all other" income (11 cents), proportions that remained
virtually unchanged from 1980.

One reason that wages and salaries have grown
in importance is the volatility of agricultural prices.
Over time, farm families have diversified their income
sources by seeking work off the farm as one way to
stabilize their total income. This can be observed for
families operating either small or large farms.

For other families, farming could be considered a
secondary occupation, or even a hobby. In these cases,
the farm may exist for reasons other than generating
income, and is not expected to provide the family with
significant disposable income.

About one-fifth of farm families earned at least
half their income from agriculture

The proportion of farm families that earned at least
three-quarters of their income from the farm has been
steadily declining. In 1995, only about 8% earned at
least 75 cents of every dollar from their unincorporated
farm, compared with 21% in 1980.
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Just over 42,400 farm families, or about one-fifth of
farm families on unincorporated farms, earned at least
50 cents of every dollar on the farm in 1995. Fifteen
years earlier, this was the case for just over one-third
of farm families.

Those families who earned at least half their
income in agriculture were more likely to be involved
in grain and oilseed farming, cattle, wheat or dairy
farms. They were also likely to to be involved in farms
operated by more than one person.

Net farm income’s share has declined in most
provinces

Between 1980 and 1995, net income from farming
activities declined as a proportion of total income for
farm families in every province except Nova Scotia,
where it remained virtually stable at 15%.

In 1995, net income from farming activities
accounted for 29 cents of every dollar of total
income for farm families on unincorporated farms in
Saskatchewan. While this was the highest level among
the provinces, it also represented the largest decline in
this proportion during the previous 15 years. In 1980,
net farm income accounted for 49 cents of every dollar
in total income in Saskatchewan.

Net farm income represented at least one-fifth of
total income in 1995 in only one other province —
Manitoba (24%).

On the other hand, between 1980 and 1995 wages
and salaries increased as a proportion of total income
in almost every province. In Nova Scotia, the share of
wages and salaries declined from 59% in 1980 to 56%
in 1995.

Wages and salaries accounted for 66 cents of
every dollar of total income for farm families in British
Columbia in 1995, the highest proportion among the
provinces.

The only provinces in which wages and salaries
represented half or less of a farm family’s total income
were Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Prince Edward
Island. Still, wages and salaries remained the main
contributor to a family’s total income. For instance, in
Saskatchewan where wages and salaries accounted for
the lowest share of the total, they accounted for 47
cents of every dollar of income in 1995, substantially
higher than the level of 32 cents 15 years earlier.

Unpaid work

Farm family members provide information on their
Census of Population questionnaire about their main
labour market activity, which may include unpaid work
in a family farm or business.

In addition, for the first time in 1996, family
members were also questioned on unpaid household
work. Respondents aged 15 and over were asked
to report the amount of time they spent in the week
prior to the census doing unpaid housework or home
maintenance, taking care of children without pay and
providing care or assistance to seniors.

A declining share of the farm population reported
unpaid farm work

In 1996, 5% of the farm population aged 15 and
over reported that their main labour market activity
was working without pay in a family farm or business,
compared with 18% in 1971. Several reasons explain
this important decline.

By allowing more than one person per farm to be
listed as a farm operator since 1991, some persons
who were previously unpaid family workers became
self-employed farm operators. This change contributed
significantly to the increase in the number of self-
employed female operators observed between 1986
and 1991. During that five-year period, the number of
unpaid family female workers declined by 22,130 while
the number of self-employed female farmers rose by
24,220. This shift from one group to another partly
explains the decline in the share of unpaid family
workers. Other factors also impacted on unpaid family
workers.

During the past quarter century, increased
automation in agriculture has made it possible for
farmers to accomplish the same, and even more, work
with less labour. In addition, farm operators may be
more likely than in the past to pay family members
a wage for the work they do on the farm. As well,
since only one job can be reported on the census
questionnaire, family members may be more inclined
to report a labour activity from which they are earning
income even though they are also involved in unpaid
farm work.

The contribution towards unpaid farm work
comes mainly from women. Women who were not farm
operators accounted for 72% of all family members who
worked without pay on the farm in 1996. In contrast,
men who were not farm operators represented the
remaining 28% of workers without pay.

Most individuals on the farm did some form of
unpaid household work

Overall, most of the farm population aged 15
and over reported that they did some form of unpaid
household work in the week prior to the census, the
same proportion as in the general population.

8 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E
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In the farm population, 88% reported that they did
unpaid housework or home maintenance (89% in the
general population); 43% reported caring for children
(38% in the general population); and 22% spent time
caring for a senior (16% in the general population).

Most individuals on farms reported putting in five to
14 hours on unpaid housework in the week before the
census. Women were more likely to do some unpaid
housework than men and to report longer hours. In fact,
in the farming population, 46% of women who reported
unpaid housework spent at least 30 hours in the week
prior to the census, three times the proportion of 16%
among men.

Half (50%) of female farm operators reported that
they provided child care, and about 39% of these
women said they spent at least 30 hours doing so in
the week prior to the census.

One in five people on farms provided some care to
seniors

With an aging population, Canadians have become
increasingly concerned about issues such as care for
seniors. For the first time, the Census of Population

collected information on unpaid care for assistance
provided to seniors. This was defined to include such
activities as providing personal care to a senior family
member, visiting seniors, talking with them on the
telephone, and helping them with shopping, banking or
with taking medication.

In the week prior to the census, one in every five
people aged 15 and over on Canadian farms provided
such care to seniors — 27% of women and 18% of
men. This was slightly higher than the proportions in
the general population, where 19% of women and 14%
of men provided care to seniors.

About 13% of women on farms and 10% of men
who reported caring for seniors spent at least 10
hours doing so in the week prior to the census. In
comparison, 16% of women and 12% of men in the
general population who cared for seniors spent 10
hours or more doing so.

For more information or to enquire about concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Lynda
Kemp (613-951-3841), Census of Agriculture, or Media
Relations (613-951-4636). �
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Farm population
1996

Canada Newfound-
land

Prince
Edward

Island

Nova
Scotia

New
Brunswick

Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta British
Columbia

Total number of farms 276,548 742 2,217 4,453 3,405 35,991 67,520 24,383 56,995 59,007 21,835

Total farm population 851,410 1,680 7,805 13,060 10,350 114,605 221,230 79,840 145,560 188,510 68,770
Rural farm population 819,105 1,380 7,785 12,785 10,055 109,460 215,475 78,470 140,345 183,950 59,400
Urban farm population 32,305 300 20 275 295 5,145 5,755 1,370 5,215 4,560 9,370

Total population 28,751,595 551,790 134,560 909,280 738,130 7,138,795 10,753,570 1,113,900 990,235 2,696,825 3,724,500
Rural population 6,336,225 237,975 75,095 411,420 377,715 1,541,170 1,794,835 313,835 363,060 554,010 667,110
Urban population 22,415,365 313,820 59,460 497,860 360,420 5,597,625 8,958,740 800,065 627,180 2,142,815 3,057,390

Farm population as a
percent of total
population (%) 3.0 0.3 5.8 1.4 1.4 1.6 2.1 7.2 14.7 7.0 1.8

Rural farm population as a
percent of
rural population (%) 12.9 0.6 10.4 3.1 2.7 7.1 12.0 25.0 38.7 33.2 8.9

Rural population as a
percent of total
population (%) 22.0 43.1 55.8 45.2 51.2 21.6 16.7 28.2 36.7 20.5 17.9

Contribution of income components for census families involved in unincorporated farms, Canada and
provinces
1995

Census
families

on
unincorporated

farms

Net
farm

income

Wages
and

salaries

Net
non-farm

self-employment
income

Income
from

government

Other
income

Number of
families as a % of total income

Canada 216,620 19 55 4 12 11

Newfoundland 480 7 62 2 26 4
Prince Edward Island 1,750 20 50 4 18 9
Nova Scotia 3,385 15 56 3 15 11
New Brunswick 2,660 8 62 4 16 11
Quebec 25,870 18 57 3 14 9
Ontario 53,830 16 56 4 11 13
Manitoba 19,590 24 50 4 13 9
Saskatchewan 45,595 29 45 4 13 10
Alberta 47,105 18 57 4 11 11
British Columbia 16,355 7 66 5 10 12
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Data, products and services

Data for farm operators and the farm population from the 1996 Census of Agriculture-Population linkage
database are now available. These data present characteristics and activities of the farm population including
age, sex, marital status, mother tongue, education, occupation, and income. National and provincial data tables
from the 1996 Agriculture-Population Linkage database are available free of charge on the Statistics Canada
Internet site (www.statcan.ca) under Census.

The 1996 Census of Agriculture CD-ROM, Release 2 (93F0031XCB, $2,500, or free for those who purchased
the first release) is available today. It contains all farm and farm operator variables from the 1996 Census of
Agriculture at Canada, provincial and small area levels (as contained on the first release), as well as national
and provincial level data for selected cross-classified data from the 1996 Census of Agriculture-Population
linkage database. Selected historical data from previous Censuses of Agriculture and Agriculture-Population
Linkage databases are also included at the Canada and provincial levels.

The analytical publication, Canadian agriculture at a glance (96-325-XPB, $49) will be available in the fall of
1999. The publication will present an analysis of Census of Agriculture and related data through short analytical
articles, maps and graphs. A teacher’s kit will also be available.

The user services unit of the Census of Agriculture can tailor data products to meet special requirements,
subject to confidentiality constraints. Custom tabulations allow users to create personalized tables from the
1996 Census of Agriculture, Agriculture-Population Linkage and historical databases.

Current net farm income and farm cash receipt estimates are found in Agriculture Economic Statistics
(21-603XPE, $80). Current family income estimates can be obtained with Extraction system of agricultural
statistics (21F0001XCB, $625). Financial structure data on farms including assets, liabilities and capital
investment are found in Farm Financial Survey (21F0008XIB, free on the Internet).

For more information, or to order summary tabulations or standard and custom data, contact
your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre, or User Services, Census of Agriculture
(1 800 465-1991; 613-951-2889; agriculture@statcan.ca). To order publications, contact (1 800 267-6677).

�
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval
systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas.
Many other valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your
nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538

Quebec
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

If outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll free number for
your province.
Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (780) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-780-495-5318

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for
the Hearing Impaired
Toll free: 1-800-363-7629
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