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OTHER RELEASES

Monthly Survey of Large Retailers
July 1999 (preliminary)

Sales for the group of large retailers reached $6.0 billion
in July, a 7.6% increase over sales in July 1998. Sales
for total retail trade, excluding motor and recreational
vehicle dealers, rose 5.7% over the same period.

Data in this release have not been adjusted
for seasonality or changes due to differences in the
number or significance of shopping days in each month.
For example, the number of Saturdays (normally a
heavy shopping day) may differ from month-to-month
or year-to-year. In July 1999, there were five Saturdays
as compared with four in July last year.

Most of the major product lines sold by the group of
large retailers experienced strong year-over-year sales
increases in July. The largest gains were recorded
by health and personal care products (up 14.7%
or $57.0 million), home furnishings and electronics
(up 11.8% or $87 million), and hardware and lawn
and garden products (up 10.7% or $25.0 million).
Sales of these three product lines accounted for 25%
($1.5 billion) of total sales for the group of large
retailers.

Sales of health and personal care products
represent a relatively small but growing portion of total
sales for the group of large retailers. Within the group,
the market share of these products grew from 6.9% in
July 1998 to 7.3% in July 1999. Most of this growth
is attributable to increased sales of prescription and
over-the-counter drugs (+23.0%)

The home furnishings and electronics category
recorded its highest year-over-year sales increase
since mid-1998. Leaders within this product line were
telephone and home office electronics (+19.6%), major
appliances (+18.1%), household furniture, excluding
mattresses and nursery equipment (+16.5%) and
computers and related equipment (+16.3%). Moderate
sales increases in July were recorded for small
electrical appliances (+6.9%) and televisions and
audio/visual equipment (+5.5%). Within the group of
large retailers, the share of home furnishings and
electronics has increased steadily from 12.8% in
July 1997 to 13.1% in July 1998 and 13.6% in July this
year.

For the third consecutive month, hardware
and lawn and garden sales enjoyed a healthy
year-over-year increase (+10.7%) for the group of
large retailers.

Food and beverage sales in July for the group of
large retailers posted the smallest increase (+4.4%)
compared with July 1998.

For data or general information, contact the Client
Services Unit (613-951-3549 or 1 877 421-3067;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). For more information, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods and
data quality of this release, contact Catherine
Draper (613-951-0669; drapcat@statcan.ca), Retail
Commodity Section, Distributive Trades Division.

Sales for the group of large retailers

June
1998

June
1999r

June
1998

to
June
1999

July
1998

July
1999p

July
1998

to
July

1999

unadjusted

$ 000,000 % change $ 000,000 % change

Commodities
Food and beverages 1,968 2,039 3.6 2,097 2,188 4.4
Clothing, footwear and accessories 1,053 1,183 12.4 1,012 1,098 8.5
Home furnishings and electronics 689 740 7.5 735 822 11.8
Health and personal care products 365 422 15.8 386 443 14.7
Housewares 242 261 7.7 270 290 7.4
Sporting and leisure goods 253 279 10.6 264 289 9.7
Hardware and lawn and garden products 294 362 22.9 240 265 10.7
All other goods and services 564 593 5.1 602 639 6.0

Total 5,428 5,880 8.3 5,607 6,036 7.6

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.

�
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Fixed assets
1999

By the end of 1999, there will be $2.0 trillion in
structures and equipment being used to produce goods
and services in the economy. The almost 80% increase
over the last 20 years means that the production
capacity of the economy has grown. This should help
create a non-inflationary environment.

The strong increase in assets has been especially
notable in machinery and equipment, indicating
that the economy has been incorporating the latest
technological innovations at a rapid rate. The drive by
industries to become more productive and competitive
in the global economy lies behind this rapid buildup of
assets.

Fixed assets
1999

Building
and

engineering
structures

Machinery
and

equipment

Total

$ billions (1992 constant dollars)

Total 1,377.0 596.2 1,973.1

Agriculture, fishing,
forestry and mining 222.4 33.3 255.7

Manufacturing 90.3 157.0 247.3
Construction 6.9 19.5 26.3
Transportation and

utilities 372.6 189.8 562.4
Trade 40.2 36.3 76.5
Finance, insurance

and real estate 146.6 57.0 203.6
Business services,

accommodation
and other
services 46.5 57.0 103.4

Government
departments 325.5 28.8 354.3

Education 82.7 8.5 91.2
Health and social

services 43.3 9.1 52.4

Note: The estimates in this release are valued
at 1992 prices.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 11000-11092 and
11100-11192.

For more information, contact Flo Magmanlac
(613-951-2765). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Richard
Landry (613-951-2579), Investment and Capital Stock
Division. �

Shipments of office furniture products
June 1999

For the six months ending June 30, 1999, shipments
of office furniture products totalled $1,092.5 million,
up 39.2% compared with $784.6 million (revised)
shipped during the same period of 1998.

Other data on manufacturers’ shipments of office
furniture products for the first six months of 1999 are
now available. Data are also available for province of
destination as well as exports.

The June 1999 issue of Shipments of office
furniture products (35-006-XIB, $11/$21) is now
available. See How to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Étienne Saint-Pierre (613-951-9837;
sainteti@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction and
Energy Division. �

Consulting engineering services price
indexes
1998 (preliminary)

Prices for consulting engineering services rose 1.5%
from 1997 to 1998, reflecting a strong domestic market
for these services. Domestic prices rose 2.0% to offset
a 1.0% decrease in prices charged to foreign clients.
Rising prices for consulting engineering services in
the other industrial services (+3.8%) and transportation
(+3.0%) fields of specialization were largely responsible
for the upward movement of the domestic price index.

Detailed indexes are available by field of
specialization for foreign, domestic and regional
markets, as well as for the wage and realized
net-multiplier components of the consulting engineering
price indexes.
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Consulting engineering services price indexes
(1992=100)

1997r 1998p 1997
to

1998

% change

Total engineering, all
markets 105.2 106.8 1.5

Engineering in
Canada, total 104.2 106.3 2.0
Buildings 106.1 108.2 1.9
Transportation 105.1 108.3 3.0
Municipal services 101.8 104.5 2.6
Environmental

services 107.1 109.6 2.3
Industrial services 105.1 107.0 1.8
Mining, metallurgy

and primary
metals 104.7 107.4 2.5

Pulp and paper 93.4 91.9 -1.6
Oil, petroleum and

natural gas 113.9 117.0 2.6
Power generation

and
transmission 102.4 103.2 0.8

Other industrial
services 109.9 114.2 3.8

Other engineering
services 97.7 98.1 0.4

Foreign engineering,
total 112.5 111.4 -1.0

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2047-2049.

Consulting engineering services price indexes
will be published in the second quarter 1999 issue of
Construction price statistics (62-007-XPB, $24/$79)
which will be available in September. See How to order
publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact François Bordé (613-951-3370) or
Azadeh Mosavat (613-951-3402; fax: 613-951-2848;
mosaaza@statscan.ca), Prices Division. �

Air charter statistics
Fourth quarter 1998 (preliminary)

During the fourth quarter of 1998, 269,033 passengers
travelled on domestic charter flights and 674,753
passengers travelled on international charter flights.
This represented a 29.3% increase for the domestic
sector and a 12.2% decrease for the international
sector compared with the fourth quarter of 1997. The
large increase for the domestic sector was mostly a
result of an increase in flights offered by some carriers.

The October issue of the Aviation statistics centre
service bulletin (51-004-XIB, $8/$82) will be available
shortly. See How to order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of
this release, contact Brent Day (613-951-0145;
daybren@statcan.ca), Aviation Statistics Centre,
Transportation Division. �

Pension plans in Canada
January 1, 1998

Data on employer pension plans (registered pension
plans), their membership and plan provisions are now
available from the Pension plans in Canada database.
The Pension Plans in Canada Survey is a census of all
registered pension plans in the country. Statistics are
derived largely from administrative data provided by the
ten pension supervisory authorities.

The publication, Pension plans in Canada
(74-401-XPB, $41) will be available in October. See
How to order publications.

To obtain statistical tables providing key
information, custom tabulations or further
information, contact Client Services (613-951-7355
or 1 888 297-7355; fax: 613-951-3012;
income@statcan.ca), Income Statistics Division. �
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Infomat - A weekly review, September 24, 1999
Catalogue number 11-002-XIE
(Canada: $3/$109).

Infomat - A weekly review, September 24, 1999
Catalogue number 11-002-XPE
(Canada: $4/$145; outside Canada: US$4/US$145).

Shipments of office furniture products, June 1999
Catalogue number 35-006-XIB
(Canada: $11/$21).

New motor vehicle sales, July 1999
Catalogue number 63-007-XIB
(Canada: $13/$124).

Canadian international merchandise trade,
July 1999
Catalogue number 65-001-XIB
(Canada: $14/$141).

Canadian international merchandise trade,
July 1999
Catalogue number 65-001-XPB
(Canada: $19/$188; outside Canada: US$19/US$188).

Imports by commodity, July 1999
Catalogue number 65-007-XMB
(Canada: $37/$361; outside Canada: US$37/US$361).

Imports by commodity, July 1999
Catalogue number 65-007-XPB
(Canada: $78/$773; outside Canada: US$78/US$773).

All prices exclude sales tax.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with the Statistics Canada Catalogue (11-204-XPE, $16; outside Canada: US$16).

Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Operations and Integration Division,
Ottawa, K1A 0T6. Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Dan Smythe (613-951-1103, smytdan@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613-951-1088), prevcha@statcan.ca

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 1999. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged
as the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E,
along with date and page references.
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RELEASE DATES: SEPTEMBER 27 TO OCTOBER 1

September 27 to October 1
(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release date Title Reference period

28 Industrial Product Price Index August 1999
28 Raw Materials Price Index August 1999
28 Employment Insurance July 1999
29 Employment, earnings and hours July 1999
29 National tourism indicators April-June 1999
30 Real gross domestic product at factor cost by industry July 1999
1 A portrait of seniors in Canada 1997
1 Computer technology in schools Jan.-Feb. 1999
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