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MAJOR RELEASES

Production of principal field crops
November 2000

Farmers produced record amounts of field peas
and near-record amounts of durum wheat this year.
However, grain corn producers were disappointed with
production despite a record planted acreage.

November field crops production

1999 2000 1999
to

2000
millions of tonnes % change

Total wheat 26.9 26.8 0

Spring wheat 20.9 19.4 -7
Barley 13.2 13.5 2
Grain corn 9.2 6.8 -26
Canola 8.8 7.1 -19
Durum wheat 4.3 5.6 30
Oats 3.6 3.4 -6
Field peas 2.3 2.9 26
Soybeans 2.8 2.7 -4
Flaxseed 1.0 0.7 -30
Rye 0.4 0.3 -25

Durum wheat production second largest ever

Durum wheat production reached an estimated 5.6
million tonnes, up 1.3 million tonnes from 1999. This was
the second largest crop ever. The record of 6.0 million
tonnes was set in 1998. Farmers reported yields of 32.1
bushels per acre, 4.2 bushels per acre less than last
year’s record yield and lower than the five-year average
of 32.4 bushels per acre.

The crop was harvested on 6.5 million
acres, 2.1 million more than last year. The five-year
average for harvested area is 5.5 million acres.

Saskatchewan produced 84% of the total durum
wheat, mainly from the brown soil zone in south
central regions. Production of durum wheat there
increased 40% compared with last year.

Alberta was second with 13% of the total durum
harvest. The two most southeastern crop districts
comprise almost all Alberta’s durum wheat cultivation,
with yields estimated at 26.7 bushels per acre,
down 15.3 bushels from last year owing to a drought
this summer. Production in Alberta was down 13%
from 1999.

Manitoba accounts for 3% of the harvest, almost
all of which is grown in its most southwestern corner.
Greater harvested area and above-average yields
almost quadrupled production in Manitoba from 1999.

Note to readers

The November Crops Survey of 33,250 farm operators
was conducted by telephone interviews from October 26 to
November 17. Farmers were asked to report their seeded
areas, harvested areas, and yields of major grains, specialty
crops and oilseeds.

Record field pea production

Field pea production reached a record 2.9 million
tonnes, a 26% increase from last year. The previous
record was set in 1998 at just over 2.3 million tonnes.
The crop was harvested on a record 3.0 million acres.
Farmers estimated the yield at 34.9 bushels per acre,
which is above the five-year average, but less than the
record yield of 40.1 bushels per acre set in 1999.

Saskatchewan harvested 72% of the total
production of field peas, Alberta 22%, and Manitoba 6%.
All three provinces registered increases in production,
ranging from 74% in Manitoba to 28% in Saskatchewan
and 17% in Alberta. Field peas are becoming more
competitive with soymeal and grain corn in rations for
hogs in both domestic and export markets.

Barley production just below five-year average

Barley production amounted to 13.5 million tonnes,
a 2% increase over last year. This was slightly below
the five-year average of 13.6 million tonnes. Barley is
becoming all the more valuable because of two factors.
First, a countervail duty on U.S. grain corn imports
into the western provinces has resulted in a steadily
increasing demand for feed grain from the western
Canadian hog and cattle industries. And second, export
demand has increased.

Interesting events occurred on the Prairies. The
drought in the southeastern crop districts of Alberta
reduced total seeded acreage by an unprecedented
one million acres to 4.4 million acres harvested. Yields
were down to 56.3 bushels per acre compared with
last year’s 65.5 and the recent five-year average
of 60.4 bushels per acre. These conditions left
production at 5.4 million tonnes,10% lower than in 1999.

Alberta normally produces more barley than
Saskatchewan based on a higher seeded acreage and
conditions that favour better yields. However, this year,
Saskatchewan’s production of 5.5 million tonnes not only
matched its own record set in 1971, but also outstripped
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Alberta’s production by 2%. This phenomenon, which
was due to a 21% increase in area seeded, occurred
despite a decline in yield of 4.7 bushels per acre from
last year.

Corn production cut severely by wet, cool season

A wet, cool growing season severely reduced corn
production, which amounted to 6.8 million tonnes,
a 26% drop from 1999. This was the lowest production
since 1993, and was 15% below the five-year average
of 8.0 million tonnes. Wet weather in spring delayed
planting in many areas. Continued wet, cool weather in
summer reduced yields to below the five-year average
of 118.0 bushels per acre.

Yields of all grain corn in Quebec dropped
by 36.0 bushels per acre and in Ontario by 23.2 bushels
per acre. The yield of genetically modified grain corn
in Quebec was about 11.0 bushels per acre more

than the yield of non-genetically modified grain corn.
In Ontario, yields of genetically modified grain corn
were 4.0 bushels per acre higher.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 1025-1043,
1046-1051, 3541-3565.

The publication Field crop reporting series no. 8:
November estimates of production of principal field
crops, Canada (22-002-XIB, $11/$66; 22-002-XPB,
$15/$88) is now available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact David Burroughs (613-951-5138;
dave.burroughs@statcan.ca) or David Roeske at
(613-951-0572; dave.roeske@statcan.ca), Agriculture
Division.
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OTHER RELEASES

Department store sales and stocks
October 2000

Department store sales were $1,566.6 million
(seasonally adjusted) in October, up 4.9% from
September. This rise followed two consecutive declines:
-1.0% in September and -4.1% in August.

October’s increase brought department store
sales to a level only 0.4% below the recent peak
of $1,572.8 million reached in July, when there were
only 717 locations compared with 725 in October.

The upward movement observed in department
store sales since early in the spring is continuing,
although it was tempered by the decreases in September
and August. Previously, department store sales had
been declining since September 1999, following a
period of rising sales that lasted more than a year.

Department store sales (not seasonally adjusted)
were 2.7% lower than in October 1999 but varied
from one province to another. The group formed by
Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island registered
the strongest year-over-year advance (+4.0%). Also
posting increases were New Brunswick (+1.9%) and
Alberta (+1.0%). The group consisting of Newfoundland
and Prince Edward Island also stands out with a
year-to-date increase (+9.4%) in sales compared with
the same period in 1999, followed by Saskatchewan
(+6.1%), New-Brunswick (+6.0%) and Alberta (+2.3%).

Year-over-year department store sales declined at
least 4.5% in the region formed by British Columbia,
Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut (-7.7%),
Nova-Scotia (-6.5%) and both Quebec and Manitoba
(-4.5%). Over the same one year period, Ontario (-1.9%)
and Saskatchewan (-0.9%) also posted decreases in
sales.

Department store sales including concessions

Oct.
1999

Oct.
2000

Oct.
1999

to
Oct.

2000

Jan.
to

Oct.
2000

Jan.-
Oct.

1999
to

Jan.-
Oct.

2000
not seasonally adjusted

$ millions
%

change $ millions
%

change

Canada 1,625.4 1,580.9 -2.7 13,517.3 0.6

Newfoundland and
Prince Edward
Island1 33.7 35.2 4.0 278.5 9.4

Nova Scotia 51.3 47.9 -6.5 402.5 -1.2
New Brunswick 39.3 40.1 1.9 316.9 6.0
Quebec 302.0 288.4 -4.5 2,506.5 0.7
Ontario 694.4 681.4 -1.9 5,793.9 0.8
Manitoba 67.1 64.1 -4.5 553.3 -0.6
Saskatchewan 54.4 53.9 -0.9 474.5 6.1
Alberta 186.0 187.8 1.0 1,604.4 2.3
British Columbia,

Yukon, Northwest
Territories and
Nunavut1 197.2 182.1 -7.7 1,586.9 -4.8

1 For reasons of confidentiality, data for Newfoundland and Prince Edward
Island are combined as are data for British Columbia, Yukon, Northwest
Territories and Nunavut.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 111, 112 (series 1)
and 113 (series 3).

To order data, or for general information, contact the
Client Services Unit (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). For analytical information, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact Clérance Kimanyi (613-951-6363;
kimacle@statcan.ca), Distributive Trades Division.

Annual Survey of Manufactures
1998

The Annual Survey of Manufactures has adopted
the North American Industry Classification System
(NAICS) for its 1998 reference year. Previous years’
data have been re-aggregated to the new classification
system back to 1990. Information on over 250 different
industries will be provided. Principal statistics for
each industry are released on CANSIM as they
become available. Data for the industries listed in the
following table are now available for Canada. Data
for 20 industries have now been released.
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Available on CANSIM: matrices 11931, 11934, 11936,
11937, 11940, 11941, 11944, 11946, 11948, 11951,
11952, 11954, 11955, 11699, 11702, 11704, 11706,
11708, 11711, 11713.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
David Beaulieu (613-951-9497; fax: 613-951-9499;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division.

Value of shipments

NAICS 1997 1998 1997
to

1998
$ millions % change

Iron and steel mills and ferro-alloy manufacturing 331110 10,337.5 10,567.4 2.2
Iron and steel pipes and tubes manufactured from

purchased steel 331210 2,678.5 2,746.0 2.5
Cold-rolled steel shape manufacturing 331221 419.5 423.0 0.8
Steel wire drawing 331222 736.6 705.5 -4.2
Primary production of alumina and aluminum 331313 4,986.2 4,872.4 -2.3
Aluminum rolling, drawing, extruding and alloying 331317 2,528.9 2,956.4 16.9
Non-ferrous metal (except aluminum) smelting

and refining 331410 3,235.5 3,352.7 3.6
Copper rolling, drawing, extruding and alloying 331420 737.4 753.6 2.2
Non-ferrous metal (except copper and aluminum)

rolling, drawing, extruding and alloying 331490 425.9 344.8 -19.0
Iron foundries 331511 994.6 1,074.6 8.0
Steel foundries 331514 409.2 392.7 -4.0
Non-ferrous die-casting foundries 331523 765.2 823.7 7.6
Non-ferrous foundries (except die-casting) 331529 489.7 584.0 19.2
Fibre, yarn and thread mills 313110 663.8 676.8 1.9
Broad-woven fabric mills 313210 1,451.4 1,567.0 8.0
Narrow fabric mills and Schiffli machine

embroidery 313220 157.6 185.0 17.4
Non-woven fabric mills 313230 305.3 305.3 0.0
Knit fabric mills 313240 637.7 649.2 1.8
Textile and fabric finishing 313310 349.2 435.7 24.8
Fabric coating 313320 206.1 256.3 24.4
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NEW PRODUCTS

Gross domestic product by industry,
September 2000
Catalogue number 15-001-XIE ($11/$110).

Field crop reporting series, Vol. 79, No. 8
Catalogue number 22-002-XIB ($11/$66).

Field crop reporting series, Vol. 79, No. 8
Catalogue number 22-002-XPB ($15/$88).

Coal and coke statistics, September 2000
Catalogue number 45-002-XIB ($9/$85).

Aviation, service bulletin, Vol. 32, No. 11
Catalogue number 51-004-XIB ($8/$82).

Natural gas transportation and distribution,
August 2000
Catalogue number 55-002-XIB ($13/$125).

Electric power statistics, September 2000
Catalogue number 57-001-XIB ($9/$85).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCD are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Tom Vradenburg (613-951-1103, vradtom@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Madeleine Simard (613-951-1088), simamad@statcan.ca

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 2000. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as
the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along
with date and page references.
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