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OTHER RELEASES

Employment, earnings and hours
February 2000 (preliminary)

In February, average weekly earnings for all employees
were $622.42, up $2.53 from January 2000. Average
weekly earnings increased by $17.04 between
February 1999 and February 2000, a rise of 2.8%.
This year-over-year growth nearly matches the 2.7%
year-over-year increase of the Consumer Price Index
for the same period.

In 1999, the year-over-year gain in average weekly
earnings was strongest in September (+1.4%) and
December (+1.3%). In the first two months of 2000,
average weekly earnings grew by an estimated 2.2% in
January and 2.8% in February. Increases in both hours
and wage rates contributed to the earnings growth.

Average weekly hours for hourly rated employees
increased by 0.1 hours in February to 31.8 hours
per week. Average overtime hours were unchanged.
Average hourly earnings for hourly rated employees
rose $0.15 in February to $15.70, and are up 2.6% over
the last 12 months.

In February, payroll employment increased for the
sixth month in a row. Employers added 16,000 additional
employees to payrolls; there were significant gains in
construction and wholesale trade. By province, the
strongest employment gains were in Ontario and
Alberta.

Note: In May 1998 Statistics Canada completed the
incorporation of administrative records in the production
of employment, earnings and hours estimates (this was
the third phase of a redesign). As a result of this change

in methodology, estimates derived from administrative
records may show a different pattern than the previous
data. This may affect the historical comparability of
employment and earnings series.

Beginning with January 2001 data, estimates from
the Survey on Employment, Payrolls and Hours will be
based on the North American Industry Classification
System (NAICS) instead of the 1980 Standard Industrial
Classification. At the same time, the historical series
will be revised to reflect the new Phase-3 levels of
employment and earnings derived from administrative
records on an NAICS basis. In addition, seasonal factors
will be revised, improving the historical consistency of
seasonally adjusted estimates. For more information
on the NAICS, consult Statistics Canada’s Web site
(www.statcan.ca) under Concepts, definitions and
methods or contact Jean Leduc (613-951-4090; fax:
613-951-4087; labour@statcan.ca), Labour Statistics
Division.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 4285-4466, 4493,
4494, 9438-9452, 9639-9664 and 9899-9911.

Detailed industry data and other labour market
indicators will be available in May in standard tables
in the monthly publication Employment, earnings and
hours (72-002-XPB, $32/$320). Annual averages
for 1999 are now available on CANSIM and by custom
tabulations from Labour Statistics Division. See How to
order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Jean Leduc (613-951-4090; fax: 613-951-4087;
labour@statcan.ca), Labour Statistics Division.
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Average weekly earnings for all employees

Industry group (1980 Standard Industrial
Classification)

Feb.
1999

Jan.
2000r

Feb.
2000p

Jan.
to

Feb.
2000

Feb.
1999

to
Feb.

2000
seasonally adjusted

$ % change

Industrial aggregate 605.38 619.89 622.42 0.4 2.8

Logging and forestry 743.13 810.99 822.36 1.4 10.7
Mining, quarrying and oil wells 1,092.72 1,129.68 1,133.10 0.3 3.7
Manufacturing 742.81 771.58 774.62 0.4 4.3
Construction 698.14 720.48 723.28 0.4 3.6
Transportation and storage 740.93 749.19 749.65 0.1 1.2
Communication and other utilities 803.87 815.96 816.51 0.1 1.6
Wholesale trade 657.77 661.74 654.40 -1.1 -0.5
Retail trade 373.19 376.98 373.89 -0.8 0.2
Finance and insurance 789.05 817.70 832.90 1.9 5.6
Real estate operators and insurance agencies 646.33 634.90 638.52 0.6 -1.2
Business services 691.69 710.92 721.77 1.5 4.3
Education-related services 658.74 669.68 669.81 0.0 1.7
Health and social services 521.28 530.85 532.47 0.3 2.1
Accommodation, food and beverage services 238.27 242.00 244.23 0.9 2.5
Public administration 731.00 749.91 752.23 0.3 2.9
Miscellaneous services 410.99 416.55 418.26 0.4 1.8

Provinces and territories
Newfoundland 533.67 552.41 555.85 0.6 4.2
Prince Edward Island 483.88 487.46 488.79 0.3 1.0
Nova Scotia 510.74 518.14 518.11 0.0 1.4
New Brunswick 519.73 543.74 547.53 0.7 5.3
Quebec 566.89 578.97 580.34 0.2 2.4
Ontario 644.99 661.73 664.86 0.5 3.1
Manitoba 544.32 555.36 558.89 0.6 2.7
Saskatchewan 539.57 550.77 554.78 0.7 2.8
Alberta 619.00 635.19 636.51 0.2 2.8
British Columbia 623.84 635.42 637.34 0.3 2.2
Yukon 678.74 699.89 688.56 -1.6 1.4
Northwest Territories and Nunavut 709.85 810.53 812.64 0.3 14.5

r Revised estimates.
p Preliminary estimates.
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Number of employees

Industry group (1980 Standard Industrial
Classification)

Dec.
1999

Jan.
2000r

Feb.
2000p

Dec.
1999

to
Jan.

2000

Jan.
to

Feb.
2000

seasonally adjusted

thousands % change

Industrial aggregate 11,993 12,022 12,038 0.2 0.1

Logging and forestry 67 68 68 1.5 0.0
Mining, quarrying and oil wells 142 144 144 1.4 0.0
Manufacturing 1,972 1,980 1,983 0.4 0.2
Construction 546 554 559 1.5 0.9
Transportation and storage 510 512 514 0.4 0.4
Communication and other utilities 389 388 388 -0.3 0.0
Wholesale trade 793 788 797 -0.6 1.1
Retail trade 1,435 1,445 1,451 0.7 0.4
Finance and insurance 526 530 528 0.8 -0.4
Real estate operators and insurances agencies 198 197 196 -0.5 -0.5
Business services 918 915 920 -0.3 0.5
Education-related services 928 926 926 -0.2 0.0
Health and social services 1,222 1,221 1,219 -0.1 -0.2
Accommodation, food and beverage services 861 869 871 0.9 0.2
Public administration 679 679 680 0.0 0.1
Miscellaneous services 714 718 719 0.6 0.1

Provinces and territories
Newfoundland 156 154 155 -1.3 0.6
Prince Edward Island 54 54 53 0.0 -1.9
Nova Scotia 342 338 338 -1.2 0.0
New Brunswick 270 270 269 0.0 -0.4
Quebec 2,846 2,854 2,850 0.3 -0.1
Ontario 4,712 4,733 4,753 0.4 0.4
Manitoba 470 468 470 -0.4 0.4
Saskatchewan 360 361 362 0.3 0.3
Alberta 1,249 1,258 1,263 0.7 0.4
British Columbia 1,498 1,496 1,495 -0.1 -0.1
Yukon 16 16 16 0.0 0.0
Northwest Territories and Nunavut 27 27 28 0.0 3.7

r Revised estimates.
p Preliminary estimates.

Stocks of frozen meat products
April 2000

Total frozen meat in cold storage at the opening of the
first business day of April amounted to 74,476 tonnes,
up from 69,228 tonnes last month and 67,195 tonnes a
year ago.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 87 and 9518-9525.

Data for stocks of frozen meat (23-009-XIE)
are available free on Statistics Canada’s Web site
(www.statcan.ca) under Products and services then
Downloadable publications (free).

For more information, call 1-800-216-2299. To
enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Jamie Duffy (613-951-6356;

duffjam@statcan.ca) or Robert Plourde (613-951-8716;
robert.plourde@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

Sawmills and planing mills
February 2000

Sawmills produced 5 816.4 thousand cubic metres
of lumber and ties in February, a 4.0% increase
from 5 591.6 thousand cubic metres (after revisions) in
February 1999.

Year-to-date production amounted to 11 506.1
thousand cubic metres, up 4.1% from 11 057.7 thousand
cubic metres (after revisions) produced during the same
period in 1999.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 53, 122 (series 2).
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The February 2000 issue of Sawmills and planing
mills (35-003-XIB, $9/$86) is now available. See How to
order publications.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Gilles Simard (613-951-3516; simales@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction, and Energy Division.

Health care in Canada 2000: A first annual
report

The Canadian Institute for Health Information and
Statistics Canada have jointly released a new
publication, Health care in Canada 2000: A first annual

report, which examines Canada’s health care system.
A copy of the report is available at (www.cihi.ca). Topics
include the changing health care system, the cost of
health care, the health care team, primary health care,
hospitals and health care beyond the hospital.

A companion report, How healthy are Canadians?,
which examines health status and factors that influence
population health, was released jointly on March 31 as a
special issue of the Statistics Canada publication Health
reports (82-003-XPB; 82-003-XIE), vol. 11, no. 3.

For more information, contact Karen McCarthy
(613-241-7860; kmccarthy@cihi.ca), Canadian Institute
for Health Information or Michel Séguin (613-951-4262;
michel.seguin@statcan.ca), Health Statistics Division,
Statistics Canada.
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Sawmills and planing mills, February 2000
Catalogue number 35-003-XIB ($9/$86).

Canadian international merchandise trade,
February 2000
Catalogue number 65-001-XIB ($14/$141).

Canadian international merchandise trade,
February 2000
Catalogue number 65-001-XPB ($19/$188).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order publications

Order publications by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a publication by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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