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MAJOR RELEASES

New motor vehicle sales
May 2000

Consumers were no more inclined to buy new motor
vehicles in May than they were in April; the number
of new vehicles sold declined 2.7% from the previous
month. A total 128,862 vehicles were sold, 3,572 fewer
units than in April. Two-thirds of this decline was due
to weak sales of new passenger cars. The decline was
the second in as many months and the fourth in the
first five months of 2000. (All figures in this release are
seasonally adjusted.)

New motor vehicle sales have been slipping since
the fall of 1999, after an upward movement that began
at the end of 1998. Through the rest of 1998, new motor
vehicle sales were relatively stable, but with sizable
monthly fluctuations.

Preliminary figures from the auto industry indicate
that new motor vehicle sales rose in June, primarily
because of increased truck sales.
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New motor vehicle sales continue to weaken

¹ The short-term trend represents a moving average of the data.
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Passenger car sales decline

In May, 68,794 new passenger cars were sold,
down 3.2% from April. This decrease is the second
in as many months and the fourth since the start of
the year. It is entirely attributable to slow sales of
North American-built passenger cars, which account for
three-fourths of all passenger cars sold. Sales of these
cars were down 4.4% from April to 51,653 units. In

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted.
Seasonally adjusted provincial data from January 1991 to
December 1996 have been revised and are available on
CANSIM.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes (such as taxis or rental cars). Trucks
include minivans, sport utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans, coaches and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

Data for Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut have
been included with the data for British Columbia.

contrast, the number of overseas-built passenger cars
sold rose 0.4% from April, the third monthly increase for
overseas cars since the start of 2000.

New passenger car sales have been slowing since
the end of 1999, after a period of growth that started in
the fall of 1998. Previously, sales of new passenger cars
had been generally stable since the summer of 1997.

In May, new truck sales declined 2.1%
to 60,068 vehicles. This was the second decline in
as many months, and the fourth since the beginning
of 2000. (Trucks include minivans, sport utility vehicles,
light and heavy trucks, vans, coaches and buses.)

The slowing of truck sales since the summer
of 1999 appears to have stabilized. Truck sales
advanced through the first half of 1999, following a year
of declines in 1998.

Sales varied by region

Percentage changes in new motor vehicle sales
varied considerably from region to region. The largest
changes were observed in the Atlantic provinces.

In Prince Edward Island, the number of new motor
vehicles sold in May advanced 21.0%, the strongest
provincial gain; April sales were 8.9% higher than
March’s. However, in recent years new motor vehicle
sales in Prince Edward Island have shown little growth.

The largest decreases in May were registered in
Newfoundland (-17.6%) and Nova Scotia (-11.3%). New
motor vehicle sales in Newfoundland have been slowing
since the fall of 1999, following an upward movement
that began at the end of 1997. Despite May’s decline,
new motor vehicle sales in Nova Scotia have been
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generally moving upward since the summer of 1996,
except for a pause in the summer and fall of 1998.

All the western provinces except Saskatchewan
(+0.1%) recorded lower sales. Alberta (-6.3%)
registered the largest decline in the region, following
a strong increase of 10.1% in April. Despite the May
decrease, new motor vehicle sales in Alberta have
generally been climbing since the spring of 1999.
Previously, they had been declining since the start
of 1998.

In Quebec, May sales were almost unchanged from
April (31,973 units). New motor vehicle sales in the
province have levelled off in 2000. Previously, they had
been rising since the summer of 1996, except for the
spring-to-autumn period of 1998.

Ontario sales were down 3.0% in May
to 52,582 vehicles. This figure, the highest of all
provinces, accounts for 40.8% of all new motor vehicles
sold in Canada. New vehicle sales in Ontario have been
weakening since the fall of 1999. Previously, sales had
generally been rising since the summer of 1996, except
for the pause observed in the summer and fall of 1998.
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Available on CANSIM: matrix 64.

The May 2000 issue of New motor vehicle sales
(63-007-XIB, $13/$124) will be available soon. See How
to order products.

For data or general information, contact the
Client Services Unit (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). For analytical information, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact Clérance Kimanyi (613-951-6363;
kimacle@statcan.ca), Distributive Trades Division.
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New motor vehicle sales

May
1999

April
2000r

May
2000p

May
1999

to
May

2000

April
to

May
2000

seasonally adjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 123,719 132,434 128,862 4.2 -2.7

Passenger cars 63,188 71,092 68,794 8.9 -3.2
North American1 47,885 54,023 51,653 7.9 -4.4
Overseas 15,303 17,069 17,141 12.0 0.4

Trucks, vans and buses 60,532 61,341 60,068 -0.8 -2.1

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland 2,009 2,048 1,688 -16.0 -17.6
Prince Edward Island 382 396 479 25.4 21.0
Nova Scotia 3,560 3,953 3,505 -1.5 -11.3
New Brunswick 3,373 3,324 3,436 1.9 3.4
Quebec 31,024 31,973 31,969 3.0 0.0
Ontario 51,259 54,231 52,582 2.6 -3.0
Manitoba 3,501 3,633 3,455 -1.3 -4.9
Saskatchewan 2,871 3,141 3,144 9.5 0.1
Alberta 12,802 15,209 14,246 11.3 -6.3
British Columbia2 12,938 14,526 14,358 11.0 -1.2

May 1999 April 2000 May 2000p
May 1999 to

May 2000

unadjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 153 101 147 627 167 223 9.2

Passenger cars 82,366 82,521 93,729 13.8
North American1 64,048 62,095 72,033 12.5
Overseas 18,318 20,426 21,696 18.4

Trucks, vans and buses 70,735 65,106 73,494 3.9

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland 3,167 2,619 2,853 -9.9
Prince Edward Island 522 425 716 37.2
Nova Scotia 5,075 4,920 5,247 3.4
New Brunswick 4,746 4,016 4,969 4.7
Quebec 40,075 38,691 43,963 9.7
Ontario 61,942 57,523 66,400 7.2
Manitoba 4,102 3,743 4,191 2.2
Saskatchewan 3,076 3,324 3,659 19.0
Alberta 15,397 16,561 17,933 16.5
British Columbia2 14,999 15,805 17,292 15.3

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1 Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2 Includes Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

4 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E



The Daily, July 14, 2000

OTHER RELEASES

Particleboard, oriented strandboard and
fibreboard
May 2000

Oriented strandboard production totalled 614 068 cubic
metres in May, down 0.8% from 619 318 cubic
metres in May 1999. Particleboard production
reached 217 675 cubic metres, an increase of 3.7%
from 209 925 cubic metres in May 1999. Fibreboard
production totalled 77 256 cubic metres, down 10.0%
from 85 886 cubic metres in May 1999.

Year-to-date oriented strandboard production to the
end of May was 3 243 594 cubic metres, up 2.1% from
3 178 294 cubic metres produced in the same period
of 1999. Particleboard production reached 1 023 139
cubic metres, up 3.0% from 993 430 cubic metres
in the same period of 1999. Year-to-date fibreboard
production reached 450 607 cubic metres, up 15.9%
from 388 721 cubic metres in the same period of 1999.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 2, 3, and 5)
and 122 (series 8).

The May 2000 issue of Particleboard, oriented
strandboard and fibreboard (36-003-XIB, $5/$47), is
now available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Sara Breen (613-951-3521; sara.breen@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division

Legal aid
1998/99

Both legal aid spending and the demand for legal aid
services grew in the fiscal year 1998/99, halting several
years of declines.

Provincial and territorial governments spent $494.4
million on legal aid plans, up 8.7% from 1997/98, the first
increase in four years.

In that period, 833,441 applications were submitted
for legal aid assistance, a 3.9% increase following five
years of declines.

There were 490,842 legal aid applications approved,
up 3.9% from 1997/98. This increase halted three
straight years of declines, leaving the number of
approvals 35% below the peak reached in 1992/93.

In 1998/99, 82% of legal aid spending took
the form of direct legal service expenditures, which
include payments to private law firms and the costs
of legal service delivery by legal aid plans. Spending
reached $403.5 million, up 5.1%.

Legal aid spending declined in only three provinces
and territories: British Columbia, Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories. Spending in Ontario
reached $217.2 million, up 16.2%, the greatest amount
and largest increase among the provinces. This was
due in part to increased financial eligibility criteria in the
areas of criminal law, family law, and immigration and
refugee matters.

Civil cases accounted for 56% of direct nationwide
legal expenditures, and criminal cases accounted for the
remainder. In Quebec, 64% of spending went to civil
cases.

Legal aid expenditures and approved applications

Expenditures 1997/98
to

1998/99

Approved
applications

1997/98
to

1998/99

$’000
%

change number
%

change

Canada 494,357 8.7 490,842 3.9

Newfoundland 5,674 2.7 .. ..
Prince Edward Island 543 3.0 1,098 -13.8
Nova Scotia 10,965 8.4 14,575 -7.4
New Brunswick 4,038 13.7 3,965 0.8
Quebec 121,180 11.3 216,790 1.1
Ontario 217,208 16.2 131,512 13.7
Manitoba 15,160 -3.7 17,306 1.7
Saskatchewan 10,111 5.7 22,401 1.9
Alberta 22,903 2.5 30,294 6.9
British Columbia 80,335 -5.8 50,738 -2.2
Yukon 1,033 17.2 1,032 -1.2
Northwest Territories 5,207 -3.5 1,131 -14.4

.. Figures not available.

Of the 50,021 provincial and territorial lawyers
registered as practising members of the bar, 26%
provided legal aid services in 1998/99.

The annual report, Legal aid in Canada: Resource
and caseload statistics, 1998/99 (85F0015XIE, $20)
and the new shelf table product Legal aid in Canada:
Resource and caseload data tables, 1998/99
(85F0028XIE, $24) are now available. These products
provide data on revenues, expenditures, caseload and
personnel involved in delivering legal aid services in
Canada. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics
(1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023).

Restaurants, caterers and taverns
May 2000

Estimated total receipts of restaurants, caterers and
taverns for May were $2.54 billion, an increase of 5.7%
over the May 1999 estimate.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 5
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Available on CANSIM: matrix 62.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts methods or data quality of this release,
contact Bill Birbeck (613-951-3506), Services Industries
Division.

Estimates of GDP from Provincial
Economic Accounts
1981 to 1991(revised)

Revised Provincial Economic Accounts estimates of
Gross Domestic Product for the period 1981 to 1991 are
now available.

This release covers the components of GDP,
both income- and expenditure-based, including
expenditure-based estimates at constant 1992 prices
and implicit price indexes.

Revisions to the remaining elements of the
Provincial Economic Accounts, including government
revenues and expenditures and the sources and
disposition of personal income, will be available in
October, when the 1999 Provincial Economic Accounts
are released.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 9000-9055.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the information officer (613-951-3640;
iead-info-dcrd@statcan.ca), Income and Expenditure
Accounts Division.

Industrial monitor on CD-ROM
July 2000

The Industrial monitor on CD-ROM offers up-to-date
data on more than 150 manufacturing industries
and 33 other industries covering construction, wholesale
trade and retail trade. This information is offered
for 25 sectors, and can be purchased by individual
sector or as a complete package.

For each industry, up to 50 variables are organized
in the Table Viewer according to five table types:
supply, demand, price, labour/employment, and
investment/capital stock. The underlying database is
also available via the Series Browser for more extensive
time-series analysis and inter-industry comparisons.

The Industrial monitor on CD-ROM is linked
to the Standard Industrial Classification manual,
provides pop-up textual descriptions for every series
and embodies consistent data conventions — all
features designed to make analysis easy and accurate.
State-of-the-art functions offer searching, graphing,
viewing, exporting and transforming capabilities,
providing you the information quickly and easily.

The July 2000 issue of the Industrial monitor on
CD-ROM is now available. An annual subscription (one
CD-ROM per month) to the full package (15F0015XCB)
costs $995, a savings of more than 80% off the annual
subscription price of $258 per individual sector.

For more information, or to request a free
demonstration CD-ROM, contact Yolande Chantigny
(1-800-887-IMAD [4623]; 613-951-IMAD [4623]); fax:
613-951-3688; imad@statcan.ca), Industry Measures
and Analysis Division, or contact your nearest Statistics
Canada Regional Reference Centre.
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NEW PRODUCTS

Infomat — A weekly review, July 14, 2000
Catalogue number 11-002-XIE ($3/$109).

Infomat — A weekly review, July 14, 2000
Catalogue number 11-002-XPE ($4/$145).

Industrial monitor on CD-ROM, July 2000
Catalogue number 15F0015XCB ($995 
annual subscription/1 CD-ROM per month).

Particleboard, oriented strandboard and fibreboard,
May 2000
Catalogue number 36-003-XIB ($5/$47).

Legal aid in Canada: Resource and caseload
statistics, 1998/1999
Catalogue number 85F0015XIE ($20).

Legal aid in Canada: Resource and caseload data
tables, 1998/1999
Catalogue number 85F0028XIE ($24).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote a paper version.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca), under the headings Products and services, Downloadable publications.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 7
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Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Tom Vradenburg (613-951-1103, vradtom@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Madeleine Simard (613-951-1088), simamad@statcan.ca

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 2000. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as
the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along
with date and page references.
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval system. A
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas. Many other
valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional
Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538
E-mail: atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec and Nunavut
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581
E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543
E-mail: statswpg@solutions.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403
E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958
E-mail: degagnej@cadvision.com

Northern Alberta and the Northwest
Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
15th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (780) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-780-495-5318
E-mail:
Johane.Tremblay@a.statcan.ca

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

National toll-free enquiries line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-263-1136
Toll-free order-only line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-267-6677
Toll-free fax order line (Canada and the United States): 1-877-287-4369
Toll-free telecommunications device for the hearing impaired: 1-800-363-7629
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RELEASE DATES: JULY 17 TO 21

July 17 to 21
(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release date Title Reference
period

17 Employer-sponsored pension plans 1998
18 Crime statistics 1999
19 Canadian international merchandise trade May 2000
19 Private and public investment (revised) 2000
20 Wholesale trade May 2000
20 Monthly Survey of Manufacturing May 2000
20 Employment Insurance May 2000
21 Retail trade May 2000
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