
Environment Fact Sheets

Catalogue no. 16‑508‑X 
ISBN 978-0-660-05270-0

Environment, Energy and Transportation Statistics Division

Radon Awareness in Canada 

Release date: December 16, 2016



Standard table symbols
The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada  
publications:

.	 not available for any reference period 

..	 not available for a specific reference period 

...	 not applicable 
0	 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
0s	 value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful 
	 distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded 
p	 preliminary 
r	 revised 
x	 suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements  
	 of the Statistics Act 
E	 use with caution 
F	 too unreliable to be published 
*	 significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
Email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
Telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 

•• Statistical Information Service	 1-800-263-1136
•• National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired	 1-800-363-7629
•• Fax line	 1-514-283-9350 

 
Depository Services Program 

•• Inquiries line	 1-800-635-7943
•• Fax line	 1-800-565-7757

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2016

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long‑standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not 
be produced without their continued co‑operation and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has 
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To 
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics 
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are 
also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” > 
“Standards of service to the public.”

http://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/16-508-x/16-508-x2016002-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards
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Figure 1
Radon risk map

Source: Health Canada. 2012. Cross-Canada survey of radon concentrations  
in homes—final report. Available on  
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/alt_formats/pdf/radiation/radon/ 
survey-sondage-eng.pdf 

Environment Fact Sheets

Radon Awareness in Canada 

by Environment, Energy and Transportation Statistics Division

Radon is a naturally-occurring colourless, odourless, 
tasteless gas that is radioactive. 

It occurs naturally throughout Canada, however there 
are some regions where it is more prevalent, such as 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and parts of 
British Columbia and Quebec. 

When present, radon tends to accumulate in enclosed 
spaces such as homes and buildings. Overall, Health 
Canada estimates that approximately 7% of homes 
have high levels of radon.1 

Radon is the second-leading cause of lung cancer, after 
smoking, accounting for 16% of lung cancer deaths, or 
3,200 deaths in Canada, annually.2 

Awareness of radon
In 2015, the Households and the Environment Survey 
found that 55% of all Canadian households indicated 
that they had heard of radon, up from 45% in 2013. 
Households in Prince Edward Island (70%), New 
Brunswick (70%) and Saskatchewan (68%) were most 
likely to have heard of it, while those in Quebec (49%) 
and Newfoundland and Labrador (50%) were the least 
likely.

Of those who had heard of radon, 59% were able to 
correctly identify what it was when presented with a 
list of possible descriptions, which is an increase from 
53% in 2013. Households in Nova Scotia (69%), New 
Brunswick (67%) and Quebec (67%) were the most 
likely to have correctly identified it.

Households in Alberta (36%) and British Columbia 
(38%) were most likely to have chosen an incorrect 
description for radon when asked in 2015.

Testing for radon
The only way to know whether radon is present in 
your home is to test for it. Inexpensive test kits are 
available that monitor the air for the presence of radon 
in the home.  Depending on the type of kit, monitoring 
takes place several days or weeks before it is sent to a 
laboratory to analyze the results.

In 2015, 57% of households that did not live in 
apartments had heard of radon, up from 48% in 2013. 
Of these, 6% reported that they had tested their 
dwelling for the presence of radon, compared to 5% in 
2013. Most households that had tested their dwelling 
(85%) had done so within the previous ten years.

1.	 Health Canada, Radon: Reduction Guide for Canadians, http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/radiation/radon_canadians-canadiens/index-eng.php (accessed 7 October 2016).
2.	 Chen, J., Moir, D., Whyte, J. Canadian population risk of radon induced lung cancer: a re-assessment based on the recent cross-Canada radon survey. Radiat Prot Dosimetry. 

152 (1-3): 9-13. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22874897.
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Radon Awareness in Canada

About Radon

•	 Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from uranium in the ground that can get into your home undetected.  
You can’t see it, smell it or taste it.

•	 Exposure to radon represents almost 50% of a person’s lifetime radiation exposure.

•	 The current Canadian guideline for radon in indoor air is 200 Bq/m3.

•	 Smokers also exposed to high levels of radon have a significantly increased risk of developing lung cancer 
beyond the effect of smoking alone.

•	 All homes have some level of radon.  The only way to know the level in your home is to take a simple and 
inexpensive test.  Testing can be done by purchasing a do-it-yourself radon test kit or by a measurement 
professional that is certified under the Canadian National Radon Proficiency Program (C-NRPP).

•	 Health Canada is encouraging all Canadians to test their homes for radon.

•	 If the radon level in your home is high it can be fixed!

•	 Techniques to lower radon levels are effective and can save lives. Radon levels in most homes can be 
reduced by more than 80% for about the same cost as other common home repairs such as replacing the 
furnace or air conditioner.

•	 Hire a radon mitigation professional that has been certified under the Canadian National Radon Proficiency 
Program (C-NRPP) to help you find the best way to reduce the radon level in your home. 
 
For more information:

•	 	HealthCanada.gc.ca/radon

•	 TakeActionOnRadon.ca

Radon levels are measured as Becquerels per cubic metre (Bq/m3).

Health Canada recommends that remedial measures be undertaken in a dwelling whenever the average annual radon 
concentration exceeds 200 Bq/m3 in the normal occupancy area.3

Mitigating for elevated levels of radon in most homes is relatively straight forward. The most common method is 
lowering the air pressure under the foundation using an exhaust fan, which prevents the radon from entering  
the home.

3.	  Health Canada, Radon: Reduction Guide for Canadians, http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/radiation/radon_canadians-canadiens/index-eng.php (accessed 7 October 2016).

http://www.HealthCanada.gc.ca/radon
http://www.TakeActionOnRadon.ca
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/radiation/radon_canadians-canadiens/index-eng.php
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About the Households and the Environment Survey

The Households and the Environment Survey asks Canadian households about their activities and behaviours 
with respect to the environment. It covers a wide variety of topics including water and energy consumption and 
conservation, hazardous products used in the home, and the household’s interactions with nature. Data from the 
survey are used by government to guide policies and programs, by researchers to learn more about Canadians and by 
individuals to see how they compare to the rest of the country. 
 
The target population of the 2015 Households and the Environment Survey consisted of households in Canada, 
excluding households located in Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut, households located on reserves and 
in other Aboriginal settlements in the provinces; and households consisting entirely of full-time members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces. Institutions and households in certain remote regions were also excluded.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3881

Available in CANSIM: tables 153-0098, and 153-0166.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us  
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or  
Media Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=16-508-x%202016002
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=16-508-x%202016002

