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THE FEED SITUATICON IN CANADA

The Supply FPosition - Commercial visible supplies of Canadian ocats in
all positions at May 27 this year were 11.1 million bushels as against 20,7
million bushels on May 29, 1947. The distribution of stocks, however, is con-
siderably changed from the situation existing a year ago. Vhile commercial oat
-supplies in western pesitions generally are sharply below last year's levels,
eastern elevator stocks are in excess of 5 million bushels as compared with 3.5
millions at the same time last year. Total visible supplies of Canadian barley
at May 27 amounted to 17.4 million bushels, more than 2 million bushels greater
than the cormercial stocks of & year ago. As in the case of oats, the geographi-
cal distribution of barley stocks is unlike that existing at the end of May 1947.
Stocks in western elevators (excluding the lakehead) are more than 2 million
bushels lower than last year whils lakehead stocks are nearly 2.5 million bushels
greater. Stocks in eastern elevators at May 27 stood at 4.9 million bushels as
compared with 2,1 millions at the same time last year. Vhile commercial stocks
-of both oats and barley are, perhaps, more evenly distributed throughout the
country this year, it is interesting to note that at March 31, 1948, 92 milliom
bushels of oats or 82 per cent of total Canadiar farm stocks of 112.2 million
bushels were located on western Canadian farms. At the same time Prairie farmers
held 45 million bushels of barley or about 96 per cent of the total farm-held
stocks of 46.8 millions.

In general, the feed situation throughout Canada has not been too acute
during the greater part of the current crop year. Several factors have contri-
buted to this situation. Fall weather in many areas of the country was favourable
to late pasture feeding and thus relieved early pressure on feed grain supplies.
Movement of wheat for export during the current crop year has been on & smaller
scale than in recent years and more timely transportation of weatern feed grains
to eastern deficit areas has been possible as a result. Despite smaller western
crops in 1947, freight-assisted shipments of western feed grain during the first
eight months of the current crop year were roughly equal to shipments recorded
during the same period of 1946-47,

A reduction in feed wheat movements has been offset by increases in
oats and barley shipments. Movement of millfeeds and screenings under the freight
asgistance plan has, however, been on a smaller scale than in 1946-47. Again,

a moderate decline in live-stock numbers occurred between December 1, 1946 and
December 1, 1947, and this has been reflected in correspondingly reduced require~
ments of feed grain., Generally excellent hay and clover crops were harvested in
1947 and, consequently, good supplles of fodder have been available as a partial
substitute for grain rations in most areas where such was required. Again,
axports of oats and barley have been held until recently under strict export
control in crder to retain adecuate supplies of these fesdstuffs for domestic use,
&nn milifesd suports 2ye 30A)l homely vastristed,



Export Restrictions Wmasd - ;. consideration of a somewhat improved

supply situation relative to domestic requirements and with a large acreage of
new crop oats, barley and flaxseed in prospect export controls on these grains
have been considerably modified. On April 1, the Wheat Board advised that with
certain limitation ths export prior to July 31, 1948 of limited quantities of
oats and barley to any destination would be authorized., &Hqualization fees were
reguired from exporters and all offers had to be made for human eonsumption
within International Emergency Food Committee allocations, All sales are
subject to Vheat Board approval and must be made for payment in United States
funds except sales to destinations in the sterling area as defined in Foreign
Exchange Control Board Repulations. Sales may be made for shipments from any
port of exit. A further advice on April 3 stated that "applications for export
permits will be considered as submif®ted, on the basis of the daily equalization
fees, HEgualization fees will be published daily at the close of the Winnipeg
market and will remain in effect until the close of the following market day".
On April 21 the regulations were modiflied to the extent that "effective
immediately it will not be necessary when offering oats or barley for export

to specify that the grain is offered for human consumption within IEFC
allocations", On May 13 a further modification was made which authorizes the
export of limited quantities of oats prior to August 1, 1948, and of limited
quantities of barley prior to September 1, 1948, to any destination without
regard to IEFC regulations,

Export restrietions on flaxseed were eased on April 21, when the
heat Board authorized the sale of limited quantities of flaxseed for export
prior to July 31, 1948 to certain countries within IEFC allocations. The Board
stated that on application they would be prepared to quote the priece, basis in
store Fort William-Port Arthur, at which the sale of flaxseed for export to the
countries specified will be considered, such price to be effective until the
close of the market the following day. Other regulations are similar to those
applicable to oats and barley. On May 28, the Board rescinded the instruction
permitting limited exports to July 31 within IEFC allocations and stated that
they were prepared "to authorize the sale of flaxseed for export without regard
to IEFC allocations provided that both importing and exporting countries report
any purchases or sales to the Fats and 0ils Committee of the IZFC at Vashington.
The Board will report the export sales to the Committee so that exporters offer-
ing Canadian flaxseed should merely ask that the importing country report like-
wise in the event of a purchase being made." Other reguvlations remain unchanged.

Acreage Changes Indicated in Western Canada 1948 -
Aceording to

estimates obtained from a survey of farmers' intentions at April 30 the
prospective changes from 1947 levels in the acreages to be seeded to prineipal
grain crops during the 1948 aeason are as follows:

Manitoba Saskatchewnn Alberta Total

Increases W

ERIE) & oo g o 28,000 40,000 203,000 271,000

BRIE o700 et 0 11,000 278,000 89,000 _ 378,000

Flaxseed ,... 195,000 63,000 X/ 13,000/ 119,000
Decreaaes

'."iheu‘u eesuv e 125, 000 142 ’OOO 598 ,000 665 Y OOO

BArley secees 95,000 56,000 37 151,060

if Lecasase 2/ leo changs.




ACREAGE INTZNTIONS IN 1§48

According to a relezse issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics on
May 13, Canadian farmers indicated on the basis of their intentions at April 30,
that they would seed over half a million fewer acres to wheat in 1948 than they
did in 1947. A smell decline of about 77,000 acres in barley seedings was also
anticipated., These decreases, however, were expected to be more than offset by
increases in acreages devoted to other field crops, the estimate for oats heing
up some 722,000 acres, flaxseed up about 130,000 acres and rye up 386,000 acres
over 1947 seedings. Acreage in summerfallow was expected to exceed last year's
figures by 425,000 acres, an increase of 2 per cent. Basic data for this survey
were obtained from the Bureau's annual April-end survey of crop correspondents.
The intended acreages are merely indicative of farmers' plans at the end of April,
and acreages actually seeded may, therefore, vary considerably from the intentions
figures, depending upon conditions affecting seeding subseguent to April 30.

In interpreting the results of this year's April 30 intenticns survey,
gome weight was given to recent surveys made by provincial authorities and in
certain instances revisions were made where reliable evidence indicated that
weather conditions since the end of April had altered seeding intentions.

In the following table 1948 acreage intentions for Canada as a whole
are compared with 1947 acreages.

Intentions in 1948

1947
Acreage .G of JOKT ACTes
Canada
Wheat (all tyvpes) ceeevs 24,260,400 98 23,731,500
Oats 265 6660900664960 8d58eas 11’048’500 107 11.770’200
BRI ... o Bk 6.5 .o 5 7,465,000 99 7,388,400
Bgpe (Gl Gy aZ T4 oo 1,156,400 135 1,542,400
F1aX800A 4eesvecncornses 1,571,300 108 1,701,600
SUmmerfallow «eeeeeeee.. 19,440,000 102 19,865,000

— o m—

Prairie Provinces

The shifts that have taken place in acreage seeded to the principal grain
crops in the three Prairie Provinces in recent years will be seen in the following:
teble (thousand acres)'

Theati/ QOats Barley Ryeg/ Flevaeecd Summerfallow

-

1932-39(8-year average) 24,795 8,759 3,364 692 300 15,087
1940 .cvveveveveencecess 27,750 7,818 $,622 943 364 17,326
TGRS BG5S ieeie o0 i ties 1ol 25 21,140 8,137 4,735 861 982 28,211
1942 sevievscocssescesee 20,653 9,666 6,414 1,246 1,466 195074
1943 i ssesesscconsiseve 16,091 11,790 7,896 498 SMONR 20,637
1944 seivvvencsscnreass 22,444 10,447 6,763 573 208 19,428
TG45) oo ereiae ols viaisioleiamsis o) | 1EEAOO0 10,749 6,859 410 1,034 19,859
1946 ,eeenrevsonsacsossss 23,731 8,522 Sl 97, 641 821 20,422
1947 cesevecosnssocsese 23,357 7,898 7,085 Teg O & 1, 51i3 19,440
B-year average .sees.e0 22,217 9,378 6,140 781 1,300 20,025
1948 3/cceieneaveneses 22,692 8,16¢ 6,684 1,450 1,632 19,865

;/ Includes relatively small) acreages of fall wheat sown the previous autumn for
harvest during the current year. ;

2/ Includes fall rye sown the previous autumn for harvest during the current year.
3/ Intentions indicated on April 30, 1948.

™



1
PRODUCTION AND MARKETINGS Y IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES

Per Cent
Seeded Yield Total Carry-over Total Farmers' £ Supnl
Hi¥Rest; Your Acreagas Par Acre Production on Farms _2/ on Farms Marketings g/ ﬁarkegz dy
acres bu. bu. bu. bu. bu. pEce
QATS
MR 0. s snacaaas 9,666,000 51.7 500,000,000 11,952,000 611,952,000 120,841,072 23.6
1943 cececccccssonee 11,789,500 33.2 392,000,000 102,000,000 494,000,000 144,046,208 29.2
1944 icicocerercaces 10,446,900 355 370,800,000 61,830,000 432,630,000 135,964,571 31.4
O848 [....co00c0as0e 10,749,000 25.4 273,500,000 54,500,000 328,000,000 107,359,887 32,7
L1946, o caccanvesacrne 8,522,000 29,0 247,000,000 40,902,000 287,902,000 99,765,491 34,7
S=y8ar AveTrage secee 10,234,680 35,0 356,660,000 54,236,800 410,896,800 121,595,446 29.6
ARETE e veseeinenene 7,898,000 24.6 194,000,000 39,812,000 233,812,000 62,193,021 4/ 26,6
BARLEY
1942 ... ieecevecce 6,414,000 37.6 241,000,000 4,194,000 245,194,000 85,858,654 35.0
1943 .eivceanscncaan 7,896,000 25.8 204,000,000 40,000,000 244,000,000 85,234,231 34.9
1944 cevecvcaccnccse 6,763,400 26.4 178,400,000 22,825,000 201,225,000 76,627,540 38.1
1048, L suosssvssmonee 6,859,000 21.0 144,000,000 17,000,000 161,000,000 67,255,294 41.8
1946 ceecessconcacce 5,797,000 23.1 134,000,000 13,250,000 147,250,000 87,518,803 45.9
S-year average .ee.. 6,745,880 26.8 180,260,000 19,453,800 199,733,800 76,498,904 38.3
1947 seesssecacecane 7,035,000 18.6 131,000,000 15,453,000 146,453,000 58,768,260 L7 40.1
RYE
1942 ..ceccnearssses 1,246,000 18.5 23,000,000 145,000 23,145,000 9,863,332 42.6
1943 secncrseccscsee 498,100 11.8 5,870,000 6,000, 000 11,870,000 4,692,981 39.5
1944 secececcescases 572,550 12.4 7,106,000 1,000,000 8,109,000 4,087,348 50.4
1945 .cceovevencoson 410,000 10,9 4,476,000 465,000 4,941,000 3,096,064 62.7
§ I R A S 641,000 11.4 7,278,000 215,400 7,493,400 5,577,317 74.4
S5-year 8verage ..... 673,530 13.0 9,546,600 1,565,080 11,111,680 5,463,408 49,2
1947 caesescvesccese 1,072,000 10.8 11,630,000 212,000 11,842,000 9,561,355 vs/ 80.7
PLAXSRED
1942 soievicosnroane 1,466,000 10.0 14,700,000 19,000 14,719,000 11,393,906 77.4
RRGEs o loapioiole o0/0 00 sis 2,918,400 6.0 17,600,000 385,000 17,985,000 14,409,711 80.1
1944 cevivcnvoncasan 1,297,500 e 9,405,000 814,000 10,219,000 7,172,674 70.2
1945 soviesveascnasse 1,034,000 7 7,338,000 750,000 8,088,000 4,732,762 58.5
1946 secuvsasscinene 821,000 7.6 6,208,000 635,000 6,843,000 4,795,025 7050
S-year 8vVerage ....e. 1,507,380 7.6 11,050,200 520,600 11,570,800 8,500,816 73.5
1947 seseescraccnces 1,513,000 7.8 11,550,000 436,000 11,986,000 9,493,070 Yy 79.2

1/ Includes Peace River Block in British Columbia,

2/ Stocks at end of July.

3/ August 1 to July 31, 1942-43 to 1946-47.

4/ August 1, 1947 to May 13, 1948,

5/ Includes some Rye imported from U.S.A.



FARMERS' MARKUTINGS

During the perliod August 1—May 13 of the current crop year, farmers
in western Canada marketed less oats and more barley, rye and flaxseed than they
did during the corresponding period of the 1946-47 crop year. The reduction in
oats deliveries is largely a reflection of the small prairie oat crop of 1947.
The 1947 western barley crop was only slightly smaller than in 1946 and with
higher prices prevailing, farm deliveries totalled nearly 59 million bushels
during the period under review, an increase of almost 3 million bushels over
1946-47 marketings for the same period.

On March 17, 1947 it was announced that, effective August 1, 1947
the price of flaxseed to growers would be advanced to 35.00 per bushel. With
this incentive, western farmers increased thelr 1947 flax seedings to 1,513,000
acres (prairie flax acreage in 1946 was 821,000 acres) and a crop of 11,550,000
bushels was harvested (the 1946 prairie crop was 6,208,000 bushels). As a result,
flaxseed marketings in the prairies from August 1, 1947 to May 13, 1948 at 9.5
million bushels were up nearly 5 million bushels from the 1946-47 level. The
high prices prevailing for rye also encouraged western farmers to seed a much
larger rye acreage for harvest in 1947. A rye crop of 11.6 million bushels was
threshed and up to May 13, 9.6 million bushels had been marketed—an advance of
more than 4 million bushels over 1946-47 marketings for the same period.

On a percentage-of-crop basis a slightly smaller percentage of the
oats crop and larger percentages of the barley, flax and rye crops have been
marketed so far during this crop year than was the case for the same period in’
1946-47.

Marketings, by provinces, are shown in the following table, the records
being those of the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain Cormissioners:

Deliveries August 1, 1947 to May 13, 1948

O AYL S B, A" 4R S5! BV
% 1947 % 1947
Bushel s Crop Bushels Crop
Manitoba ..o.ooa-o'eoa-oaoo 9,907,901 2554 15,351,459 45-2
Saskatchewan esa3dev0338088 29’521,979 3609 23.469,170 5209
ALHER TR % ndurero, s1sb] 5[ e GivioReta 22,763,141 30,4 19,947,631 38.4
T 0 t 8. l e S ae 0D O00D20300 62’193'021 3201 58'768'260 44.9
Same Feriod in 1946-47 ... 80,228,485 3215 56,046,284 41,8
R-XUH PTLSASXE SR BB
% 1947 % 1947
Bushels Crop Bushels Crop
Manitoba ccscescsccoseocos 1,248,405 208,1 4,085,472 78,0
Saskatchewan ccocecoccoscco 5,343,077 78.8 3,708,927 88,3
Alberta 2000 CCE "O0QOUYULEGOuCwOoO 299699873 6909 197289671 80.4
T 0 t a l 9 G020 CWOQOORTOCOE 9'5619355 8202 994939070 8292
Same Period in 1946-47 ... 5,267,763 72,4 4,761,277 Bl

=g



FARMERS® MARKETINGS OF COLDSE GRAINS alD FLAXSEED BY CROP DISTRICTS

CROP YEAR 1946-47

The following tables give a breakdown of the quantities of coarse grains
and flaxseed marketed by farmers in 1946-47 according to the marketing channel
through which the grain paéseda Deliveries to country elevators are further
classified by crop districts. These are revised data compliled by.the Statistics
Office of the Board of Graln Commlissioners.

Total Farmers' Deliverias of Coarse Grains and Flaxseed, Crop Year 1946-47

Prairie Provinces Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed
- bushels -

Country ElevAtors..deecesnssos 98,766,271 &6, %9y, 197 5,540,293 4,663,775
Interior Private & Mill ..co. 548,353 343,345 23,759 12¢,031
BIAERermeBesdings s e cecowoe 450,867 384,261 13,265 B L)
Interior Termin&ls ee 00000 e 00 90,522 33’813 — 922

From Farms Direct .to U.S.A.
by TNCK y' 0oc0oceec 000060 305 244 - 11'866
NG AEMAT d8srs siaic 510 o6 6is:s1 & 070 4 oan 99,856,318 67,552,860 5.4 D7 Ol 4,807,813

Farmers' Marketings Through Country Elevators
Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed
- bushels =
Manitoba
Crop District 1 cccevoesccose 789,707 555,902 21,500 323,644
M e Tolohene 1,288,037 3,078,522 7,359 277,500
Stjiorole ¢6xe a0 0 0 0lg e 4,266,141 6,628,942 16,098 586,699
4 ccesccascscae 778,539 1,327,182 10,414 68,636
SRl s 510 Y5 oxo. oFo.018 315,427 524,326 2,918 6,717
Eaielolreldlers oiein s o 70,043 55,455 1,798 20,089
78 Hoieisieio aiains o a8 1,848,412 3 /818,607 32,066 271,184
8 ®PP 6623006000039 QO 1,51-0»345 2’3109401 51,891 170.154
O & o T Merate v 1,146,969 =587 061 2,444 253,907
G o ¥ erssaionsro oo o & 2,563,853 2,661,024 13,742 20,391
3 1) PR P M 876,350 1,395,559 16,735 75,584
S Kiolokske) 70 0/c 89 @ s r5% 635 244,635 - 33,387
18- 5 eioinie 0060000 o & P37 582 1,440,731 91,638 11,325
I e oiaiclelai ol o olsve s 172;2%5 252,850 5,983 13600
HIMGERG) A1 15 18 Sisio e eisiainic o sioine s 5o 16,311,256 24,881,287 254,586 21328718
Sub-Division Fort Frances

Station Stratton, Ontario . 20,239 6,278 - 16,624
Fobtial, ~ Mantboba ‘ desees006as o 16,551,495‘ 24,887,565 254,586 2,149,342

1/ Customs returns - Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

>0 =



Farmers' Marketings Through Country Zlevators

Oats Barley Rye Plaxseed
Saskatchewan “nouEigls 4

CroptDIStnict: VAT, Sels'dasote 4,202,770 157695599 61,572 731,614
1B ces0ssene 4,199,756 1,958,970 38,819 87,589

2A cesscsees 2,249,581 1,065,849 22,173 2075851

2B cas00ocoe 3,601,539 2,329,040 108,300 75,663

SAN seco0essn 629,733 964,175 130,969 32,016

3AS cesvcone 637,419 983,826 50,245 189,276

3BN 4oecccen 529,680 694,048 285,177 162,446

3BS cc60e000 90,620 891,588 41,969 7,983

4A cesecocoe 63,026 456,914 270,278 135257

4B ceccecooe Sl B8 247,257 418,592 78,379

OA ceeoc0snan 5,959,783 2,222,732 199,594 39,081

OB eesvcesve 7,528,555 & SHILGS'7 160,408 19,029

BT T S e o lol'y 2,106,726 1,131,666 119,981 50,653

6B sececesne D UNCHIE 805,967 287,244 58,374

7A seceaseee 1,097,574 650,216 62,175 287,027

B, 5t oto PrEBEIE 3,761,418 242,735 143,182 15,487

BA cses00000 2,579,010 2,100,550 43,343 23,471

BB evecscess 1,485,880 1,326,342 46,600 15 =S

S Ol 2,578,559 776,286 317,766 12,915

9B cssec0000 3,203,609 318,111 186,825 6,575

Total - Saskatchewan .ce.e 47,572,967 24,077,828 2,995,213 2,061,368

Alberta

Crop RSHRACT M iee % srsterc o 29,266 228,053 219.783 26,613
2% o MANMSS; 154,563 119,832 136,576 68,765

S sscesencon 101,726 41,396 73,458 136,079

NGO C OC B77,322 655,281 286,894 64,481

S cecovecsioe 675,325 129,702 165,822 1941955

6 cossccnses 5,748,421 3,103,769 655,841 50,134

7 eceosccese 2,897,364 255,320 242,215 6,967

Bl o o'a 0 0ieinieteia 5%662,255 3,289,542 281,862 11,519

G aeleio . olerere 954,023 15621, 073 36,683 63

10 coccecceos 5,272,077 1,988,587 92,116 12,849

11 occs0eaoss 4,110,556 2,579,762 19,093 26702

2| ‘ereto 070 015 ereli 223,423 208,526 1,53k 473

1B | aioiote oo Telads 485,915 416,082 9,647 279

Ny P eYei arerets 2,700,205 2,857,979 27,588 3,607

15 o eioioiois sie ahe 988,911 101,113 1,274 3,582

16 cocsasvnse 4,969,266 159,923 38,790 32,657

Mo tal = ANDEElB, e srelere orais 33,850,616 17,755,940 2,289,173 440,725
British Columbia cecesecss 1,011,193 69,864 1,521 12,545
GRAND TOTAL assess0ss00aen 98,766,271 66,791,197 5,540,293 4,663,775




FARM STOCKS ON MARCH 31, 1948

The results of the annual March survey of Canadian grain stocks indicate
that the total stocks of oats held on farms at March 31, 1948 amounted to 112.2
million bushels as compared with 154,9 million bushels at the same date a year &go.
Farm barley stocks of approximately 46.8 million bushels are about 11 million
bushels smaller than they were at the end of March 1947. Farm rye stocks of 1.7
million bushels at March 31, 1948 were a million bushels larger than a year ago,
while flaxseed stocks increased from 1.2 million bushels in 1947 to 2.6 million
bushels this year.

At March 31, 1948, 92 million bushels of oats or about 82 per cent of
total Canadian farm stocks were concentrated on farms in western Canada. .\! th» soue
time Prairie farmers held 45 million bushels of barley or about 96 per cent of
the total farm-held stocks.

It should be remembered that farm-held grain stocks at the end of March
include amounts to be used as seed for the 1948 crop, as well as the quantities
required for live stock and poultry feeding during the remaining four months of
the crop year, leaving the balance to be divided between deliveries and July 31
carry-over stocks of sufficient magnitude to meet farm requirements until new
grain is available.

Stocks of Wheat and Coarse Grains on Farms in the Prairie Provinces

at March 31, 1935-1948

Vheat Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed

- 000 bushels -

Average 1935-39 .o.... 45,955 61,266 13,999 1,145 168
RS o BB s dna 98,500 92,115 22,090 2,559 312
I ..o Sinibaeees - 185,500 91,020 24,890 3,963 610
- NIRRT FS 98,000 71,000 32,500 2,800 1,094
DR o coovidnoiadee.. - BBLIO0S 314,500 131,000 14,600 3,200
B oo ooivseiveness 207,260 194,000 83,000 2,450 3,100
Average 1940-44 .o0ee0- 177,650 152,527 58,696 5,274 1,697
1945 s ev000020 0000000 14‘9.000 164,000 54'000 1,575 1'920
1946 ceeevesnncosssecs 101,700 104,600 38,600 586 1,388
194‘7 @09 0ce ssRRGOSDOSOO 129’000 120’000 55.000 564 1'209
L S S R [ T 92,000 45,000 1,600 2,500

USE OF VHEAT FOR FEED

The eatimated quantities of wheat used for feed in the provinces in which
it was produced during the current crop year, August 1 to July 31, indicate that
about 33,7 million bushels of wheat will have been fed as compared with 39,7 millior
bushels during the 1946-47 season. The downward trend in the feeding of wheat which
became apparent a few years ago. is, therefore, continuing and can be attributed to
several factors, among them the decrease in yield last fall and the removal of the
government rebate on feed wheat last October,

This estimate of wheat used for feed excludes western wheat which was
moved under the Federal Freight Assistance Policy to the eastern provinces and to
British Columbia to be fed to live stock. Freight assistance shipments of wheat
(based on claims received to the end of April) for the 8-month period ending
March 31, 1948 amounted to 14.7 million bushels.
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Vheat Fed to Live Stock and Poultry

Fed Fed and to be Fed

Province Production Crop Year 1946-47 pnoqyction Crop Year 1947-48 1/

p.c. of £t pscs Of e
13eb gy - SRakiivy 1847 ofieg (< wastlivy

000 bu, PoCo 000 bu., 000 bu. PeCe 000 bu,
Pr. Bd., Island 78 90 70 97 86 83
Nova Scotia ., 29 88 22 25 82 21
New Brunswick. 34 85 29 46 80 37
Ausbec LsRpal 389 87 339 G2) 89 289
Ontario .soee. 17,110 68 11,636 18,299 66 12,077
Manitoba .. ... 58,000 10 6,000 43,000 7 3,000
Saskatchewan . 208,000 6 11,800 173,000 ) 9,000
Alberta ......, 127,000 8 9,500 103,00 8 8,000
Br. Columbia . 3,089 45 1,390 2,966 40 1,186
CANADA cseessvo 413,725 10 40,786 340,758 10 33,693

Note:~ Above figures do not include wheat shipped from one province to another and
used for feed, as for example, wheat moved under the Federal Freight
Assistance Policy.

1/ Preliminary estimate, subject to revision.

SHIPMENTS TO THE UNITEZD STATES

Shipments of the five principal grains into the United States for re-
export or retention are continuing the decline which has been evident for the past
couple of crop years. Compared with the same period of the 1946-47 crop year
increased shipments of wheat and flaxseed to date to that country have been more
than offset by very substantial decreases in the shipments of oats and barley
bringing the total grain movement to 18.2 million bushels for the first forty-one
weeks of the current season. This represents a decline of about 27.5 per cent
below the 25.1 million bushels shipped during the corresponding period a year ago.
This decline in grain shipments scuthward is attributable in part to the virtual
embargoes on the export of oats and barley which were in effect during the greater
part of the current crop year,

The following table shows the shipments of the various grains and the
areas from which they have been made during the 41 weeks ending May 13,.1948.

Pacific Coast Western Fort William- Rastern Total
Terminals Elevators Port Arthur Elevators
- bushels -
Wheat es e v &0 52,986 15.429.812 — 15,482,798
0ats eccoes 183,381 42,596 125,102 214,875 565,954
Bﬁrley cees e - 10 '414 364' 228 — 374' 642
RYye seaecee - - 60,094 1,237,169 1,297,263
Flaxseed .. - ik 522 460,940 - 471,462
T & a Iy 183,381 » 107,518 16,449,176 1,452,044 18,192,119
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COMMERCIAL DISPOSITION OF WESTERN GRAINS

The disposition of the commercial stocks of western grains during the
past two crop years, as compiled by ths Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain

Commissicners is shown in the following table.
are as reported by Canadian Customs,

on farms where produced are not included in these data.

The data on flaxseed exports
Quantities of grains used for seed or feed

Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed
Crop Year 1946-47 - bushels -
Domestic Use -
FlOllI‘ mills e B 0 COIREDYOOOSO 29,064,531 9,039’279 50.337 i
@ilseed crushers csesvcccscs - - - 5,012,328
Distillel‘ies e tpp s esn e tp - = 220’000 -
Breweries 0000 cprtoss e —J 10,800’000 - -
Feed,seed and other domestic 58,955,014 44,129,263 33,035 361,687
Loss in handling ececevccncs 309,638 184,857 47,932 19,641
fofiel DNomMestic «ccecbvesenson 88,329,183 64,153,399 351,304 5,393,656
Exported -
United States seevecsscesces 849,585 4,058,441 1,745,472 48,245 Y
Othoers secocrevessececvoncen 20,942,984 2,844,595 3,523,496 68,190 iy
Total K Disposition sseeseesse 116,121,758 ., 71,056,435 5,620,272 5,510/ 809 ]
Crop Year 1945-46
Domestic Use -
EIDWRMETL S 5o s s e85 0aslioosos 29,717,498 | 14,526,905 201,820 - 5
Oilseed crushers .seesessssee - - - 5,657,940 &
Distilleries ®P00ee0e00000OOS - - 593,078 -
Breweries 0P 0008000000 NGRS - 9’986,677 - —
Feed,seed and other domestie 47,098,537 +135, 622 7612 295,303 718,469
EO8g -t handling seevseesnse 174,909 77,620 3,783 105212
Jlogal | DomMestiCe s sioitisie oo o 76,985,944 58,213,714 1,093,984 6,386,621
Exported -
United STALO8 cseccsveosors s 13,264,669 3,661,450 1,550,440 362,293 i/
OBHOTS vooveseescasacesrssse 24,246,589 754,204 1,417,363 15,415 1/
Total Disposition seeesese.. 114,497,202 .62,629,968 4,061,787 6,764,329
1/ Exports as reported by Customs. §/ Revised.
It will be noted that the quantities of oats and barley drawn from .

commercial channels for domestic consumption or processing during the 1946-47 crop
Exports of oats declined
in comparison with those of the previous crop year but barley exports at 6.9 million

year wers significantly greater than in the previous year.

bushels were a little more than twice as great as in 1945-46.
of rye and flax declined in 1946-47 as did the exports of flax.

rye exports were substantially higher than in 1945-46,

< il's

Domestic utilization
On the other hand,



LIVE STCCK AND POULTRY POPULATION IN CANADA

The December 1, 1947 survey of live stock shows a decline in numbers of
all classes of live stock from the numbers at December 1, 1946. Except in the
case of domestic fowl, declines have not been assharp as those recorded from 1945
to 1946, Vhereas on December 1, 1946 there were 945,000 less cattle than on the
same date in 1945 the drop from 1946 to 1947 was only 72,000, This levelling-off
tendency was also apparent for swine, where numbers decreased by 394,000 from
1945 to 1946 and 78,000 from 1946 to 1947. Ilorse numbers continued to drop fairly
rapidly while sheep and lambs numbers showed a smaller decline when compared with
the large drop recorded the previous year, On the other hand, domestic fowl
numbers showed greater losses from 1946 to 1947 than in the previous year,

The following table sets forth the éstimated numbers of live stoeck and
poultry on farms in Canada, as at December 1, for the past three years:

1945 1946 1947
007 TEE B T 9,960,800 9,015,800 8,943,500
T R M S 5,853,100 5,459,100 5,381,200
TN T 2,663,100 2,243,200 1,979,400
Sheep and Lambs se.eeo 2,455,800 1,782,200 1,586,700
Domestic Fowl 1/.... .. 53,717,700 50,728,500 47,309,800

Ontario and Manitoba were the only two provinces showing significant
increases in hog numbers, having increases of 6 and 7 per cent respectively.
Alberts and British Columbia had very slight increases.
cattle numbers in about half of the provinces were offset by reductioms in all

other provinces.

Slight inereases in

Substantial reductions in sheep have occurred ir ell provinces

except Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and British Columbia where increases

are reported.

Horse numbers declined in all provinces.

Provincial totals of the principal types of live stock and poultry on
Canadian farms as at December 1, 1947 are listed below:

Cattle E/ Swine Horses Si:;gsand D;?;iti;
Prince Zdward Island 86,800 62,000 23,700 27,300 775,300
Nova Scotla .ieeeeve 191,000 62,400 32,100 80,000 1,378,800
New Brunswick secoevo 186,500 83,700 42,900 51,000 959,900
QUEebBC eeecevecisise 1,796,000 1,134,400 315,700 342,200 7,053,500
Ontario seeeeessesse 2,847,100 2,189,400 451,000 385,600 20,473,000
Manitoba .ceeeecconscs 702,000 337,200 181,600 86,500 3,533,000
Saskatchewan .co0ese 1,303,900 433,600 486,600 177,200 5,469,000
Albe¥ta cvoieshdesss 1,509,300 1400),100 393,800 372,000 5,013,100
British Columbia ... 320,900 77,400 52,000 64,900 2,654,200
Totals .oeeceee 8,943,500 5,381,200 1,979,400 1,586,700 . 47,309,800

1/ Hens, cocks and chickens.

2/ Includine calves.
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RAIL MOVEMENT FROM .FORT. WILLIAM-PORT ARTHUR

Total rail movement for the nine months of the current crop season,
covered in the table below has been fractionally higher than for the correspond-
ing period of a year ago. All grains moved in slightly greater volume with
barley showing the greatest increase. For the second year in succession, oats
have continued to move by rail in greater volume than vheat,

The seasonal pattern of heavier rail shipments during the winter
season when lake navigation is closed is evident from a study of the table.
The later opening of harbours this spring has delayed the slackening of rail
movement so noticeable in April of last year. However, the navigation season
on the Great Lakes is in full swing now and as increasing cargoes move out of
the lakehead the rail movement can be expected to drop to small proportions.

The following table shows the rail shipments monthly during the
present crop year together with comparative figures for last season.

‘heat Oats Barley rRye
1947-48 = bushels -

AUGUSE +eavocsnncosss 90,574 312,054 50,232 7,500
September s0seececoce 91.366 535,827 105,521 6,000
October cssscccecosooe 131,290 509,906 152,056 178
NOVmeGI‘ 00008000000 100’562 193’888 78.016 ot

December .c.cccocsesn 691,223 839,315 625,996 222,806
Janu.ary 0e06esce0000000 3’143,984 198279567 904.253 617.911
Febmary 98000002080 1,851'773 1,295,611 894,823 161,574
March scocecooonssecen 3.423,684 199360144 1,610.673 44.151
BIELE oo/sic o.c0 o0 cinsivlo 371, 950 3,116,935 2,490, 516 47,752
Ta t AL coshasansis  -05006,406 10,365,247 6,911,886 1,107,872

1946-47

August .ceesossconssce 187,825 578,708 215,598 1,500
September eecsooeees o 175.773 724,439 406,947 3,500
Qcteber seecevssinces 255,754 6059548 260’854 3.000
RPERRBRE 66 60a000ess 256,249 375,734 103,740 1,500
Decel_nbel‘ se2000cCc8800 1’601’885 9169402 282,250 118,812
JANUATY secoscecsccse 2,462.002 1.526,096 1,159,905 2859622
Februar}' 0escsevesvece 1’816’087 1’4699150 950’289 158,887
SR . s ioeesesonce 1,711,013 1,966,427 975, 959 66,311
BUL. <o asin e oisd o e 566,006 1,560, 982 625, 695 1,500
T Ot al seccecssces 9,032,592 9,523,486 4,961,217 638,632

=12 =



FREIGHT ASSISTANCE SHIPMENTS

Preliminary returns of claims for payment under the Federal Freight
Assistance Policy show that during the first eight months of the current season
total grain shipments under this scheme were about equal to the total shipments
recorded for the same period a year ago. A reduction of over a million bushels
of wheat moved under the plan was offset by an ipcrease of better than one and

a half million bushels of oats.

while screenings and millfeeds showed some decrease.

A minor increase in barley was noted

tinue to be the principal recipients of these shipments,

Ontarioc. and GQuebec con-

0f interest to both shippers and feeders is the fact that the Govern-
ment has increased the amount of assistance to be paid under the plan in order
The policy of

to compensate for increased freight rates east of the lakehead.
freight assistance has also been extended a full year to July 31, 1949.

The following tables contain the distribution of shipments for the
first eight months of 1947-48 and the crop year 1946-47:

August 1, 1947 to March 31, 1948

Screen- Mill-
Whesat Oats Barley ings PLkda
bu. bu. bu. tons tons
1947-48
Ontario Qoo;oaeoaooo.. 6,086,265 19,230,570 11,425,856 19,695 176,256
QUEDEC see0ecec000s200 4.816,003 14,201,446 11,284,589 10,108 191.879
New Brunswick .ccseeos 507,758 1,630,100 1,075,858 1,440 32,230
NOVARSCONEA §isis b ciom old 538,198 1,680,723 1,088,548 824 33,782
Prince Edward Island . 221,770 308,829 413,000 148 8,872
British Columbia ..... 2,484,470 2,498,135 1,009,604 1,883 45,417
Potal (8 'months) eos s 14,654,464 39,549,803 26,297,455 34,098 488,436
Revised 8 months 1947. 15,813,364 37,862,121 26,002,908 52,349 582,139
August 1, 1946 to July 31, 1947
1946-47 !/

Onitafedio e gesse s | 10,566) 860 33,713,467 15,600,166 33,920 311,827
Q,uebec 0909002030000 00 7'989,953 22,7509023 17,964,071 26,802 342’797
New Brunswick .sc000000 847,370 2,936,429 1,738,658 3,747 61,219
Nevar Seotiam . o025l ¢ o 981,602 3,005,700 1,894,302 2,333 60,862
Prince Edward Island . 456,786 699,744 604,777 583 17,169
British Columbia .cvooe 4,638,335 4,611,553 1,665,523 3,191 77,882
Total (12 months) .... 25,470,406 67,716,916 39,467,497 70,576 871,756

1/ Revised
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HOG-BARLEY RATIO

Increased hog prices since the announcement in January of higher prices
under the new British contract carried the hog-barley ratio to 20.6 in March of
this year. This is the highest point reached in this series since February 1947.
Somewhat lower barley prices in February and March also contributed to the increase
in the ratio., The recovery of feed prices in April, however, caused a drop of
1.3 points in the hog-barley ratio in that month,.

In thie following table is shown the number of bushels of No. 1 Feed
barley equivalent in price to 100 pounds of B-1 hog at Winnipeg, by months, from
Jamary 1943 to April 1948: \

(Long~time Average = 17.2)

1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948
JanuAryY eesscscsce 2l.4 18.1 18,3 L] VAR 171
FEBEIRETY o o0 00000 21.4 18.1 18.3 17.3 21.4 19,6
VAL o rn. 5 ollsis 0o o ve 200 18,2 11833 B L ' 19.7 20.6
April eeeecOcCcCcooe 22.0 18.2 18.4 18.3 18.1 1905
May 6060000900503 00 24539 18.2 18,5 18,3 RS
June o060 Q@00Q000QGCCE 2102 1803 1900 18‘4 1801
July 00Q 6L ¢ C0QO00ECES 2005 laqs 19\)1 1804’ 1801
Auguat seecococcoo 16,2 18,3 18.0 20,3 18,1
September cooscsoe 16.2 18,3 18,2 21,0 19.6
(075 Al o[- - ISP PRN 1601 1895 17@2 1906 17.8
NOVOIBEr s 560 o0 e's o 1605 18.3 17,0 19.5 14.4
December ceccocceso 11657 18,3 /40 19.5 .- 13.9

Note:- The above data include the effect of subsidies on hogs from January 1944 to
date, and advance equalization payments on barley from August 1943 to
March 17, 1947 when such payments were discontinued.

FEED AND LIVE-STOCK INDICES

Since the removal of price cellings on the major components of the Feed
Index last October, substantial fluctuations have taken place in feed grain prices.
The sag in coarse grain prices which occurred in February was clearly reflected in
the index which declined 13 points that month. A further decline of 2.8 points
occurred in March. Prices strengthened in April and the index advanced 7.5 points
to stand@ at 164.3 for that month. Marked decreases in most feed grains during
February was responsible for the sharp drop in the index for that month. The
"animal" index in April at 167.6 reached its highest point since compilation of the
index began in 1926,

Index Numbers of Feed Prices and Prices of Live Stock and Live-Stock Products
by Months, 1945-1948 (1926 = 100)

1945 1946 1947 1948

Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal
Jamary ... 115.5 1287 108,3 125.0 110,5 138.3 1. 7856 164.4
February .. 117.3 AL e 108,3 126,0 112.9 140,1 159.6 164.3
March LAC B 118.3 123.6 105@" 126.:1. 11608 14100 15608 16359
ARl feoo t6 L1150 124.2 104.6 126.5 YZRE 142.4 164.3 HEZN6
Wiz L B 8 R T () [ B 105.4 .27 PIRLT 143.4
Jte o dia e 11307 122.4 104.8 13015 L% 2P B 144 .4
July SODD e i v 102.8 130.6 124.6 142.7
August ceoce 109.3 121 .4 103,.4 129,.3 130.0 142.8
September . 108.5 NGRS 1@s .1 129.2 13847 l42.2
Qctober ... 107.0 124.8 108,7 135.8 158.2 145.2
November .. 106.9 125.5 109.6 137.1 166.4 147.5
December ., 108.3 125.4 110.7 137.0 168.2 156.8
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MILLFEEDS

Freliminary data indicate that the production of millfeeds during the
first nine months of the 1947-48 crop year amounted to 667,891 tons as against
722,700 tons for the corresponding period of 1946-47, a decline of about 8 per
cent. The below average wheat crop of 1947 has been reflected in smaller
supplies available to millers with the result that mills have been working at
well below their rated capacity during the past few months., As the situation
is not likely to improve materially until new crop grain becomes available it
is anticipated that millfeed output for the entire 1947-48 crop year will fall
well below the production record established in 1946-47.

As was the case in the previous crop year millfeed exports have been
restricted in order to make the bulk of Canada's ocutput available to domestic
feeders. Of the total millfeed production for the first nine months of the
crop year only 3.4 per cent has gone into export channels,

In the table which follows the production, exports and domestic
disappearance are shown by months:

Production and Use of Millfeeds

1947-48 Production Exports Domestic Disappearance
tons tons tons
BUAREE %050 oi0 oo s 85,648 1, JOF 80,651
September cseceeoe 87,393 1,919 83,878
OctObBY Gesvae oo 88,947 2,468 90,973
November .eeseeee 76,527 2,183 78,658
December seesesss 59,951 2,868 57,071
January scececsce 67,774 2,653 70,608
FEbruary seececcee 63,310 1,587 60,951
March 20 2000 0030 66.960 5’787 65’822
T SR 71,381 3,935 66,076 1/
Total (9 Months). 667,891 22,427 654, 688

1/ Imports not included.

The breakdown of millfeed production during the first nine months of
the current season with comparative figures for the corresponding period in the
crop year 1946-47 is as follows:

Bran Shorts Middlings Total
tons tons tons tons
August-April
1946-47 (Revised) . 316,747 292,281 113,672 722,700
1947-48 ,cevcvvcnse 282,561 265,976 119,354 667,891

= 05 =



OILCAKE AND OILCAKE MEAL

Preliminary estimates indicate that supplies of high protein feeds
generally during 1947 were somewhat in excess of those available in 1946. Protein
feeds have been chronically in short supply for several years but sharp price
increases in the fall of 1947 led to some reduction in the quantities demanded
during the latter part of the year.

Probably the most significant addition to Canada's supply in this
class of feeds during 1947 was the importation of nearly 46,000 tons of soybean
oileske.

Despite a small crop of flaxseed in 1946 crushers managed to continue
production at a fairly high rate throughout the winter and spring of 1946-47.
The summer months showed greatly reduced erushings, however, and it was not
until supplies from the twelve and a gquarter million bushel flax crop of 1947
became available that crushers were again able to step up operations.

The consumption of 108,927 tons of soybean oilcake and meal during
1947 is the highest recorded to date in Canada and was possible because of
record crushings of soybeans and very large imports of cake and meal from the
United States.

Re following table sets forth the production, imports, exports and
domestic consumption of linseed oileake and oileake meal in Canada since 1935
and partial statisties covering soybean oilcake and oilcake meal for a similar
period.

Linseed Oilcake Meal

Apparent
Production Imports Exports Domestic
Consumption
- tons -
1986, v e e .s 36,781 107 7,881 . 29,537
LI . .o s 41,249 82 6,140 SS TN
B SRR EE 8 28,583 203 5,076 255710
2 ) e e SO 35,372 107 8,396 27,083
HLe0) T 47,073 122 7,603 39,592
LGAINEETA &« & 5 & 52,091 23102 4,720 49,683
LSAREC S ¢ . - . 59,439 7S 758 59, 256
LGHNE ons v e o 68,400 - 79 68,321
1944 ....... 80,011 - 14 79N 887
1 R 86,508 - 1,154 85, 354
1946 .....0. 91,007 2 1,053 89,956
1947 .ccoene 82 ): - 726 81,785
Soy Bean Qilcake Meal

1936 eiuvens 572 2,644 3,216
1937 ceevena 1,682 10,401 12,083
1938 civeven 1,631 23,836 25,487
LGAY .o v oo 2,264 22,483 24747
540 ....... 1 21,307

Y

N 1/ 20,898 I/
§eas .. .... I/ 16,778 I/
B .. . .. - I/ 16,457 Y
i1 97358 16,634 255,992
I e 23,203 991 24,194
.. ... 42,712 1,392 44,104
T . 62,975 45,952 108,927

l/ Figures confidential, less than three companies producing.
G-



FLAXSEED

On March 23, the Rt. Hon. C. D, Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce
made the following announcement concerning the 1948 flaxseed crop:

"The government has been advised that to meet our domestic requirements
we can do with a somewhat smaller acreage of flaxseed than was sown last year,
There are some definite signs of easing in the world situation on oil bearing
seeds and distinct possibilities that we will no longer have the serious shortage
that we have been facing for the past several years. With this changing situation
in mind, it has been decided that the Canadian ‘heat Board will be instructed to
support prices of $4 per bushel for the top grades of flaxseed, basis delivered
at Montreal or basis in store at Fort William-Port Arthur for the 1948-49 crop
year commencing next August 1, should the market drop to that level., On the same
date, the Wartime Prices and Trade Board ceiling of $5 per bushel will be removed,
thus permitting buyer and seller to trade freely at prices above the support
levels. In any event, the producers sowing flaxseed this year will be sure of
a price not less than $4 per bushel for top grades."

Totul stocks of Canadian flaxseed in all positions at March 31, 1948
amounted tc 8.5 million bushels as against 3.2 million bushels on the same date
a year ago. Of the 1948 total, about 2.6 million were to be found on farms.
With the exception of about 130,000 bushels in transit by rail the remainder of
the stocks were located in elevators and mills. At May 27 this year 4.6 million
bushels of flaxseed were still in visible supply as against just over 900,000
bushels on the same date a year ago.

Based on farmers' intentions at April 30, Canadian flax seedings this
year are expected to reach 1,701,600 acres as compared with last year's acreage
of 1,571,300, Unfavourable seeding conditions persisted over the Prairie
Frovinces through much of May and this may induce farmers to increase still
further the acreage devoted to the later-sown flaxseed.

With ample stocks on hand and a large flax acreage anticipated it
would appear that, barring a crop failure, domestic requirements can be satis-
fied and substantial quantities made available for export during the coming
crop year. Restrictions on flaxseed exports have already been eased (April 21)
and on May 28 the Canadian Vheat Board authorized the sale of flaxseed for
export without regard to International Emergency Food Committee allocations
providing that both purchases and sales be reported to the Fats and Oils
Committee of I.E.F.C. at Washington. Shipments may be made from any port but
sales are still subject to Wheat Board approval at Board quoted prices.

SUMMARY OF TELEGRAPHIC CROP REPORT s

The following summary is quoted from the Telegraphic Crop Report issued
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics on June 1:

Cool weather and frequent rains during most of May have made the
season very late throughout the Maritime Provinces., With dry, warm days during
the past week, however, seeding is now under way in most areas but much land
remains to be planted. In Prince Edward Island only 25 per cent of the grain
and potatoes is in the ground while in Nova Scotia the acreage planted ranges
from 10 to 40 per cent. In New Brunswick seeding is in full swing except in
low areas. The pastures and hay meadows throughout the Maritimes are in
excellent condition and growing rapidly. The orchards in Nova Scotia have
bloomed well but an outbreak of apple scab is feared.
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Crop conditions in Queocec at May 31 ars about one week earlier than
they were at the same date a year ago. If the weather remains fair, sowing
will be completed soon in several districts, particulerly in the regions above
Three Rivers., Correspondents in the Lower St. Lawrence and Gaspe districts
report that only very little seeding has been completed to date. This delay
is due in large part to heavy rains and cool weather which prevailed at the
middle of May. Very little winter killing occurred in the meadows and pastures
and present growth is rapid. Barly-sown cereal crops are progressing favourably.
Cattle sppezr» to bave wintered fairly well, In some counties, however, milk
production has diminished due to shortage of feeds. This situation should soon
be offset as increasing numbers of cows are being turned out to pasture. In
the districts around Montreal, strawberries and apple trees have an abundance
of blossom. In the sections around Quebec City they are only now coming into
bloom,

fuch wearmer weather has been experienced in Ontario during the past
few days and crop development is expected to be very rapid., Cold weather and
excessive rainfall during the middle of May retarded growth and in some
counties of south-western Ontario spring grains were demaged by excessive
precipitation with the result that some fields and parts of others have had to
be reseedsd, In eastern and northern Ontaric spring grains have been seeded
under favourable conditions and yield prospects are promising. Farmers are now
planting late-sown crops and a good percentage is already in the ground, Fall
wheat, fall rye, alfalfa and hay and ciover crops have grown satisfactorily
during the past month and good yields are anticipated. The acreage of corn for
husking, soy beans and flax will likely be increased this year, Tobacco plant-
ing is progressing rapidly. Almost all cattle are now on pasture and the milk
flow is approaching the seasonal peak. Although vegetable growth was slow
during May considerable improvement is expected with the advent of warmer
weather. Unfavourable weather adversely affected prospects for sweet cherries
and Japanese plums, but other tree and bush fruits generally show a heavy
blossom and are expected to yield well.

Warm, dry weather prevailed over the Prairies during the past week
and excellent progress was again made in seeding operations. Vheat seeding is
now completed in Manitoba and nearing completion in Saskatchewan. In Alberta
the percentage of all seeding completed varies from 100 per cent in the south-
east of the province down to about 25 to 30 per cent in the Calgary-Claresholm
area where excessive moisture delayed field work until a few days ago. Seeding
of coarse grains and flaxseed is nearing ccmpletion in Manitoba, about 55 per
cent completed in Saskatchewan while operations are well under way over the
greater part of Alberta. The rapid germination and growth of crops are doing
much to overcome the lateness of the season. Owing to the hot, dry weather,
however, rain will soon be needed throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan and
south~-eastern Alberta to promote the continued growth of crops.

Thousands of acres of farm land in British Columbia are now under
water and the situation grows worse hourly. At Agassiz, the agriculturally
important Fraser Valley is completely flooded except for high points where live
stock are stranded without food. Many cows have not been milked for days and
disease has set in. In the Creston diatrict some 7,500 acres are under water
and all work on the land has stopped as further flooding is expected. The
situation on Vancouver Island is much better. No flooding is reported and
frequent rains have greatly benefited the pasture and hay crop. In the Prince
George—Vanderhoof area seeding is general, Clovers are good but pastures are
short. Winter whesat in the Vanderhoof district is excellent,



DOMESTIC AND EXPORT FRICES OF CANADIAN COARSE GRAINS

Prices for No. 1 feed oats and barley showed some weakness throughcut
February, March and April when compared with the previous three-month period.
The average for oats for February standing at 73/3 was down nearly 13 cents
from the January average. Na. 1 Feed barley dropped 15 1/2 cents from the
January average. Some slight recovery for feed oats was noted in March but
feed barley declined another 5 cenmts. April brought substantial gains for
both these grains.

Rye prices dropped sharply in February but continued to show steady
gains throughout the rest of the period under review.

Effective February 23, 1948 the price on flaxseed to producers was
increased by 50 cents per bushel to $5.50 retroactive to August 1, 1947. The
ceiling price to crushers and processors of $5.00 per bushel for No..1 C.W.
flaxseed in store Fort ¥William-Port Arthur remains in effect, however. On
March 23, 1948 the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce, ,
announced that a support price of $4.00 per bushel will be instituted for the
top grades of flaxseed for the crop year 1948-49 starting August 1, 1948.

On the dame date the Wartime Prices and Trade Board ceiling of ,5.00 per
bushel will be dropped.

On March 24 it was announced in the House of Commons "that an
equalization payment of 3.623 cents per bushel will be made to western pro-
ducers who marketed oats in the period August 1, 1946 to July 31, 1947".

Average prices for the months ending

April April February March April

1946 1/ 1947 1948 1948 1948
i - cents and eighths per bushel -
0ATS &/
(1) Domestic and Producers

A e LI iosanarels eferatonanals s of & Sromo¥inNelonslo 51/4 65 84 81/5 90/7
Exd 3 C. w' 09000 RCOO Q0D QO 51/4 65 80 76 88/4
3 C.v"t €90 20 08 GCO0BCOALEL OO ODGOGCOO 51/4 65 75 75/3 87/7
Ex. l Feed $00c0evessesgaecorce e 51/4‘ 65 74/1 74/7 85/6
l Feed 0 0009020 6806006020008 0000 51/4 65 73/3 735 84/2
2 Peed ceevcecscccccsescaccsoes 51/4 65 59/5 65'5 78/3
3 Feed covssse00000000000000000 51/4 65 67/1 66/6 74

(2) Export-Schedule of Prices (1)
plus equalization fees

Equalization Fees = East ccecesce 44/7 38/4 45/6 60/1 47/2
West ceeessoe 44/7 38/4 49/6 60/1 47/2
BEGIA Y orelordiaizys 45/1 38/4 49/6 60/1 47/2

1/ Plus an advance equalization payment to producers of 10 cents per bushel,

2/ Price basis in store Fort William-Port Arthur and Vancouver.
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Average prices for the months ending

April April February March April
1946 1947 1948 1948 1948

BARLEY.E/ - cents and eighths per bushel -
(1) Domestic and Producers
]l CuWo SiX=ROW .sveeoceosssososase 64/6 l/ 93 152/% 124/6 136/7
2 Colly SIX-ROW cecvoescccosaconne 64/6 l‘/ 93 132/3 124/6 136/7
3 CoWle SIX=ROW coecsocsossocscces 64/6 l/ 93 129/3 121/3 133/7
1 Colo THOTROW +osoeeosoosssvnnos 64463 93 129/3 121/3  132/7
2 CuWs TWO-ROW senssnnevasseesoes  64/6 % 03 129/3 121/3  132/7
2 Co”fo Yellow 0P 0BMI8 8000000000 - 93 122/7 116/5 125/6
3 Co“ra Yellow 0000000000606 000065 0 - 93 120/1 112/5 123/6
l Feed O DEPDBEOCOOICE PO G0QC0OTNE 64/6y 93 113 108/2 115/1
St SR DRSO 7 B 112 106/7  112/4
3Feed 00300000008 0002306903202700060 64/6y 93 107/4 101/7 105/2
(2) Export Schedule of Prices (1)
plus equalization fees
Bqualization Fees = Ea8t seceesccoo 54 97/3 99/4 131 83/4
West seceecscee 50 97/3 99/4 1283/, 83/4
RYE &/
(1) Domestic and Producers
2 CeWo c000cvo0scss0s000000s00essn 264/5 302/3 398/1 415/2 441 /4
3 CQWO 03 IPNTPIIVNOCINGOIIIDNOOOGDOED 258/4 293/’5 393/1 410/2 436/5
4 CGWO 029200008 80000920202J2802008 e 246/6 283/1 550/" 357 586/1
El‘gOty 0090000008630 02e600206028¢080 213/7 248 333/3 337 366/1
Rejected 2 CuWe scsossccvcossseass 231/6 275/1 350/7 357 386/1
(2) Export - same as Scheduls 1
ELAXSEEDE/
(1) Domestic and Producers
(a) Domestic = to crushers
I (CIVTE Yo riNe BTalial s 1o e o elcfollalcs ksl o olle sTole, ofe 275 325 500 500 500
2 c vro DOLOODO 660 @ SO000ODROODOOODESS 271 321 495 495 495
3 c Wﬁ #0035 2900803030022 0000600se 00 262 312 484 484 484
4 C QO VIOV VDIIOOEEETOIOBONOGCES NS 258 308 475 475 475
(b) Producers 3/
1 CoWo ©I220 2000990900 ROCCIDPEE SIS 2"5 325 550 550 550
2 COVIO DOOCO OOV OEDOOPOROIIIDIVNGOOE S 271 321 545 545 545
3 C.w. *ee 0 009 ORS00 2330320009600860 262 312 534 534 534
4C ‘l. P33 P2I030 009 9000000008000 258 308 525 525 525
(2) Export - same as Schedule 1l(a}
Equalization Fees - East ccsecsceco - -

—

No official quotations )
West sccseccsse = o )

1/ Plus an advance equalization payment for barley to producers of 20 cents per bushel.
2/ Price basis in store Fort Villiam-—Fort Arthur and Vancouver,

3/ Effective February 23, 1948 payment to producers was established at $5.50 per
bushels, retroactive to August 1, 1947.
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UNITED STATES SITUATICK

The following surmary is reprinted from the April issue of "The Feed
Situation” published by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the United States
Department of Agriculture.

"Total stocks of corn, oats, and barley on April 1 were 30 per cent
smaller than the large stocks on that date last year and the smallest April
stocks since 1937, Consumption of feed grains, which in the October-March
period has totaled 10 per cent less than in the same period of 1946-47, will
continue smaller than a year earlier until the 1948 crops are harvested.

Stocks of corn on April 1 were 35 per cent smaller than the large
stocks a year ago. Around one-fifth less corn is expected to be consumed
domestically during April-September this year than last. The carry-over next
October 1 probably will be less than one-half the 285 million bushels of last
October. Short supplies and comparatively high prices of corn this summer will
encourage feeding of oats and barley from the new crop. WVheat feeding also may
be large this summer,

Only about 3 million bushels of corn as grain were exported in the
first half of the marketing year. ZExports will remain small until after the
1948 crop is harvested.

Oats stocks this April were 23 per cent smaller than last year,
Domestic consumption of oats since last July 1 has been 14 per cent smaller than
in the previous year. Exports have been down one-half., The July carry-over of
oats this year is likely to be about 100 million bushels less than the carry-
over last year.

April stocks of barley were 4 per cent above April 1947. Reflecting
the larger suprly available, domestic consumption and exports of barley in
1947-48 have been slightly larger than in 1946-47, 3tocks at the end of the
marketing year will be about the same as those at the beginning.

Prices of feed grains probably will hold near the April level through
this spring. Prices this summer will be affected by the size of the grain crops
harvested during the summer and by prospects for the 1948 corn crop. If crops
are indicated to be average or larger, oats and barley prices are expected to
decline seasonally beginning in late spring. Prices of corn are likely to be
relatively higher than other feed grains and wheat this summer, since most of
the decline in corn prices will occur in the fall. Prices of feeds are expected
to be generally lower in the last half of 1948 than in the same period of 1947,

Because of favourable weather in most sections of the country, pastures
were in a little better condition on April 1 this year than last and also better
than average. March weather was generally unfavourable for seeding oats and
barley in large areas of the 3outh and some sections of the Midwest. The acreage
of spring seeded oats in the 3outh may not be as large as farmers had intended
early in March.,"
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”Hm CALENDAR OF COARSZ GRAIN EBV:NTS

The Rt. Hon., C. U. Howe announced tcday "that the Canadian ¥heat Board
will be inatructed to support prices of $4.00 per bushel for the top
grades of flaxeed, basis delivered Montreal or busis in store Fort
Villiam-Fort Arthur for the 1948-49 crop yezar cormencing next
August 1 should the market drop to that level., On the same date,
the Wartime Prices and Trade Board ceiling of $5.CC per bushel will
be removed.

The Rt. Hon. C. D, Howe annpunced "that an equalization payment of
3.623 cents per bushel will be made to western producers who marketed
oats in the period August 1, 1946 to July 31, 1847", This is in
addition to the advance equalization payment of 10 cents per bushel
on oats already made on deliveries from August 1, 1946 to March 17,1947,

Royal assent vas glven today to an Act to Amend the Canadian VWheat
Roard Act, 1935. The new Act authorizes the Board to provide pensions
for members, officers and employces, makes provision for the increase
of the fixed minimum price on wheat deliveries, extends the control
of interprovincial movements of wheat products and empowers the
Governor-in-Council to extend the present system of wheat marketings
to oats and barley.

The Canadian i/heat Board partially lifted the restricticns on the
export of oats and barley.

Coincident with the effrctive date of the 21 per cent increase irn
freight rates authorized by the Board of Transport Commissioners for
today, the Zastern basic freight assistance allowance was increased
from $4.50 to ¥5.50 per ton.

The Rt. Hon. J. G. Gardiner (Minister of Agriculture) replying to a
question in the House of Commons stated that the terms of the Order-
in-Council providing for the payment of freight on feed grains moving
out of the Prairie Provinces to Zastern Canada would be extended from
the previous cut-off date, July 31, 1948 to July 31, 1949. On April 9,
the Minister further stated that extension also applied to feed grain
moving into British Columbia.

C. M, Drury, former UNRRA official in Foland, has been named co-ordinator
of the Huropecan Recovery Irogram in Canada and the Government has set
up 8 series of committees to handle Canadian participation.

Effective today the Canadian Wheat Board further modified the ban on
exports of oats and barley. These grains may now be exported from
Canada to any country and for any purpose on condition that an export
permit is secured from the Board. The equalizaticn fee rmust also be
paid by the exporter on all grain thus exported. The Wheat Board
also partially lifted the reatrictions on the export of flaxseed.

A boost in maximum freight rates for shipping wheat, rye and flaxseed
on the Great Lakes and 3t. Lawrence River route, ranging from 1/2
to 3/4 cents a bushel has been authorized by the Board of Grain
Commissioners, The short haul rate from the Lakechead to Georgian
Bey ports, Goderich, Sarnia and Valkerville was left unchanged.

The Canadian Vheat Board today authorized the sale of flaxseed for
export without regard to International Emergency Food Committee
allocations provided that both importing and exporting countries
report any purchases or sales to the Fats and 0Oils Cormittee of
the IEFC at VWashington. All sales are sutject to Vheat Board
approval and may be made for export from any port of exit at Board
quoted prices,
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