
c/)fJJ 
ALi 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
AGRICULTURAL BRANCH 

A 

Vol. 14 	 No. 6 

i ONTHLY 

W NEAT SITUATI ON 

FEBRUARY 29, 1944 

Published by Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKinnon, M.P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 

Ottawa 

Price $1 a year 

S 



S 

I 

S 



.Oi TRD2 ND 
TU1TJ OF STATI'TIS - CiNAJi 
UCULTURAL BNCH 

sued February 1944) 

Dominion St.tistician: 	S. A. Cudmore, L.L. (Oxon.), F.3.3., F.1.3.C. 
Ttor: 	 James Lcfnsh. 

UORLD 	SIT TIOI - 303RY 

With the live-stock population in North america consuming wheat, bushel for 
hushel, with the human population a new chapter is being added to the story of wheat. 
It will tell of the all-out war effort on Canadian and United States farms to pro-
luce maximum supplies of food for the United Nations, and the part played by wheat 
when stocks of feed grains fell short of rejuirements. This bread grain, hitherto 
the preserve of human beings, has been pinch-hitting for oats, barley and other feed- 
ctiff 	v1 has made possible the maintenance of record numbers of live stock on 

• 	can farms. 

it is estimated that a total of 590,000,000 bushels of wheat will be fed 
on this continent during the crop year 1943-44, while the civilian and 

aome military recjuirements of Canada and the United States may total only 580,000,000 
bushels. It would take Canadians about thirteen years, on the basis of pre-war bread 
consumption, to get rid of the amount of wheat that live stock will consume in the 
current crop year, while the civilian Dopulation of the United States would need at 
least fifteen months to digest the flour product of 590,000,OCO bushels of wheat. 

Animal consumption of wheat in the United States is placed at 50C,000,000 
bushels for the twelve months ending June 30, 1944. This compares with about 
108,000,000 bushels fed to live stock in the crop year 1939-40. In Canada, the use 
of wheat for live-stock fecd in the year ending July 31, 1944 is oxpeced to be two 
and a half times the quantity fed during the crop year 1939-40. But Canadian wheat 
is moving in large q.uantities to the United States to be used there as live-stock 
feed, so that the quantity of Canadian v:heat fed to animals in both countries might 

to1 of 	0C COO 	'c1 s.. Trarr'ertt co vi. 	be tbe chief 

has Lun uaci up on trI!:s in tao Three 	roi 	c; 	to a co 	nU ion of 
circumstances, but it has recently been decided to draw off some of this wheat during 
the current crop year. It was the original intention of the Oovernment to take 
delivery, through the Canadian T.heat Board, of only 280,000,000 bushels of v:estern 
'heat, representing a maximum delivery of 14 bushels per 'authorized acre in the 
;:est, The maximum delivery quota has now been raised to 18 bushels and this will 
permit the delivery of approximately 360,000,000 bushels during the crop year 1943-44. 

In the event that the maximum delivery of 360,000,000 bushels is realized, 
stocks of wheat remaining on prairie farms at the close of the crop year will be down 
to almost normal proportions, but on the basis of current estimates of domestic and 
export disappearance the Canadian carry-over of wheat is expected to exceed 400,000,- 
000 bushels next July 31. The United States carry-over may fall to 250,000,000 

. 	sxshe1s compared with 618,000,000 bushels on July 1, 1943, so that the rrospective 
surplus in North America is 650,000,000 to 675,000,000 bushels, despite the enormous 
uantities of wheat fed to live stock, 



The indicated carry-over means a reduction of between 45 and 50 per ce 
from the record North American carry-over of wheat at the close of the 1942-43 c 
year, but this reduction is significant only if the feeding of wheat to live stock 
to be continued beyond Jaly 1944 at the current rate, or if the present outlook for 
wheat production in Canada and the United States in 1944 shows further deterioration. 
Both countries experienced an unusually dry fall in 1943, though some improvement 
has taken place the past two months in the United States winter wheat belt. 

Seed-bed conditions for spring wheatare unfavourable in both countrie. 
but there is ample time for rains to remedy this condition, in part at least, w':iI 
the increase of about 10,000,000 acres in the winter wheat acreage in the United 
States may offset to some degree the unfavourable moisture situation at seeding time. 
No increase in Canadian wheat acreage in 1944 is being sought officially, but spring, 
wheat farmers in the United States have scope for increasing substantially their 
wheat acreage in line with the official objectives set for 1944, which call for 
over-all increase of 14,000,000 acres in the United States0 

The statistical position of wheat in the southern hemisphere countries is 
still very favourable, despite a recent lowering of the Argentine estirte, The 
turn in Australia is now placed at 110,000,000 bushels and the Argentine crop at 
epproxiate1y 261000,000 bushels. Both countries had a substantial carry-over 
old crop, and while each is expected to show improved export shipments during i 
the supply can be considered ample. It is the announced intention to increase 
acreage in Australia for the next crop and, no doubt, a larger acreage will be sec:: 
also in Argentina. 

Crop news from Europe Is largely favourable In character. A large acrea 
has been seeded to winter wheat, and moisture conditions are reported to be very 
satisfactory. A mild winter has produced rapid growth and there is some danger of 
damage in the event of a cold spell during the next month or so. Shortage of 
fertilizer continues to be a hazard of production, but at the moment, from the stand-
point of moisture, European crops hold the edge on North America for the second 
successive year. 

It has now been confirmed that acreage seeded to wheat in the United 
Kingdom for the 1943 harvest showed an increase of 700,000 acres over the prevt: 
year, and while a further increase for the 1944 harvest appears to have been the 
objective there Is some doubt about this being attained. In cormion with a number 
other European countries, the 1943 wheat crop in the United Kingdom was the largeci 
since the war, unofficial estimates placing the outturn at 135,000,000 bushels. 3o 
phenomenal yields were obtained, and according to information recently published h' 
the Ministry of Agriculture for Scotland 80 bushels per acre have been obtained 
number of cases during the war, and in one instance a crop of 96 bushels per acre 
was threshed. 

Portugal appears to have been the orphan of the European continent in 194 4 
and following the production of its poorest wheat crop in many years is again reporT 
ing a very unfavourable outlook for 1944. The crop outlook in Switzerland is also 
reported to be unfavourable, but news from the Balkans and from Turkey is of a general-
ly optimistic character. 

Drought was the principal factor in Portugal's crop losses in 1943, and 
same condition appears to be developing this year. Recent advices point to the di':: 
weather extending into Spain and complaints of damage from both countries are becoi 
quite numerous. Colder weather has been experienced in some parts of south-eastern 
Europe, but so far there is no indication of serious darrge. 
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ILIVRY uars ON HE.T 

t roccr n ;:etern Canada will be permitted to deliver 18 bushels of 
authorized" acre during the present crop year instead of 14 bushels originally 

tab1ished as the rraximum for the 1943-44 crop season. The 14-bushel per acre maximum 
would have pernitted the delivery of approximately 280,000,000 bushels of wheat but the 
additional 4 bushels per "authorized" acre will raise this to about 360,000,000 bushels. 

Deliveries of wheat from western farms totalled 161,757,909 bushels between 
ugust 1, 1943 and i"ebruary 17, 1944 so that under the revised regulations, an 

additional 198,000,000 bushels can be marketed during the remaining 23 weeks of the 
crop year. In the event that v:estern farmers deliver up to the maximum amount now 
permitted, the carry-over of wheat on prairie farms on Iuly 31, will be very substant- 

ed from last year's record of l4,000,000 bushels. 

ccording to the latest available tabulation of the quota position now in 
e three Prairie Provinces, only 7 per cent of the 2,096 delivery points 

are on a quota of less than 10 bushels per "authorized" acre. Almost three-quarters are 
at the old maximum of 14 bushels and more than one-fifth of the points are on a 10- 
bushel delivery quota. It is the announced intention of the Canadian wheat Board to 

fer the raising of quotas to the 18-bushel level until such time as a general delivery 
bushels is in effect throughout the west. 

he surary of. the quota position in all the western provinces, compiled by 
a '.'heat Board as at February 17, 1944, is chovm below: 

	

Deliver'r uota 	Manitoba 	Saskatchewan 	Alberta 	British Columbia 

oints 	Points 	Points 	Points 

	

3 bushels ... 	- 	- 	- 	- 	 - 	- 

	

5 bushels ... 	- 	- 	4 	1 	11 	2 	- 	- 

	

7 bushels ... 	- 	- 	78 	7 	55 	9 	- 	- 

	

10 bushels ... 	- 	- 	295 	26 	135 	23 	- 	- 

	

14 bushels ... 	368 	100 	749 	66 	397 	66 	4 	100 

nhn; the w:-.ntern rrovi nce as a ';Thcle the rc 	ion is as fol1os n t the 

5 bushels per "authorized" acre .. 	15 	1 
7 bushels per "authorized" acre 	133 	6 

10 bushels per "authorized" acre ...... 	430 	21 
14 bushels per "authorized" acre 	1,518 	---- 	72 

	

o t a 1 ................................ 	2 0 096 	100 

Stocks of wheat in country elevators exceeded 210,000,000 bushels on 
February 18, 1944 but efforts are being made to move a considerable part of this to 
he lakehead terminals to meet shipping conmiitments at the opening of lake navigation. 
?he Fort 7.7illiam. and Port Arthur terminals had only about 10,000,000 bushels of wheat 

r atore when the 1943 shipping season ended but this stock has since risen to nearly 
00,000 bushels. 

- 3 - 
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of about three cents during the uast mOnth, a down.ard tendency being in evidence 
during the latter half of February. The derand for cash .heat has been less 
acgressive and trade reports indicate that flour millers have been showin less 
Interest recently. 

A break in the drought, which has been persistent over the winter-wheat 
territory, was doubtless a bearish factor. Heavy iiins and snow over the principal 
;';heat- -iroducing areas are expected to enhunce crop rrospects. rolitical develo -
ments in the )rgentine vere also believed to be a factor in lowering price.:. 

The following are the high points of closing In the wheat futures .urket 
at Chice.go for the various contract raonths. 

1044 Lay 3u1y 3eptêrther Jeceer 

(cents and eij;hths per bushei 

auary 2 171 168/3 167/5 1577 
27 ..... 171/2 168/5 167/6 1677 
28 171/4 169 168/2 168/3 
29 171/7 158/2 168/5 . 168/5 
31 171/6 169/2 168/4 168/4 

February 1 ......, 171/1 168/6 168 168 
2 170/3 167/7 167/2 167/3 
3 170/6 168/2 167/1 167/3 
4 ...... 170/5 167/7 166/6 166/7 
5 ...... 170/3 167/7 166/6 166/7 
7 170/2 167/6 166/4 166/4 
8 170/1 167/5 166/2 166/4 
9 ,.., 170/6 168 166/6 167 

10 ... 170/2 167/4 166/2 166/: 
11 170/4 167/3 166/4 166/4 
12 ... Lincoln's Birthday 
14 169/6 166/6 165/4 165/6 
15 , 169/4 166/4 165/1 165/2 
16 ..., 169/3 166/6 165/4 165/4 
17 168/5 165/4 163/5 164 
13 . 16815 165/1 163/2 163/0 
19 160/4 166/2 164/4 164/3 
21 169/4 166/5 165/1 165/2 
22 ...... ashinCtcn's Birthday 
23 .o 109/4 165/7 164/2 164/5 
24 170/4 167/2 165/4 165/4 
25 .... 170/5 17 165/2 165/4 

0 
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1944 

anuary 24 Reports from India indicate that imports of ;Jiet and flour 
irrespective of the outcome of the new harvest. 

25 Heavy rains and plant disease accounted for the sharp reduction in the 
Argentine wheat estimate from 290 to 260 million bushels. 

27 Argentina's exportable surplus of v.;heat was placed at 278,000,000 bushels 
on this date including some under contract for Spain. 

29 	ccessive rainfall and very mild weather in many parts of iurope threaten 
to lower 1944 crop prospects if a cold snap follows. 

February 1 Fall-sown wheat in the United }ingdom appears to be comi.ng along sati:-
factorily but the full acreage intended seems not to have been achi'vd. 

2 Stocks of wheat in the United States in all positions on Tanuary 1, 1944 
totalled 843,096,000 bushels of which 379,121,000 bushels were on farms. 

3 Rerorts from Australia indicate that larger exports of wheat rc. 
country included juantities intended for India and Greece, 

4 Harvesting of the new-wheat crop in Argentina is practically coi.i.lted 
but rains and insects have been a source of heavy loss. 

5 India's wheat acreage is officially estimated at 32,361,000 acres for 
the 1944 harvest compared with 33,709,000 acres in 1943. 

7 Spain's contract for 36,000,000 bushels of Argentine wheat made 
September 1942 is about five-sixths filled. 

8 Bread rations have been increased in that part of Italy which has been 
liberated by the Allies. It now equals about seven ounces daily. 

9 Although the delivery çuota on western Canada wheat has been raised fro 
a maximum of 14 to a maximum of 18 bushels per 'authorized" acre for 
the 1943-44 season, the new maximum has not yet been put into effect 
at any points. 

10 '.leather in the Punjab is reported to be unfavourable for the gre -. 
wheat crop. This is the largest wheat-producing area in India- 

11 United States exports of wheat and wheat-flour during the calend 
1943 are placed at 26,500,000 bushels. 

12 .Iheat sold by the 0.0.0. for feeding of live stock totalled 420,000,000 
bushels during the calendar year 1943. 

15 Australia's new wheat harvest is now estimated to have reached a total of 
110,000,000 bushels compared with 97,000,000 bushels previously estimated. 

17 Deliveries of wheat from farms in western Canada since August 1, 1943 now 
total almost 162,000,000 bushels. 

18 An average wheat crop in South Africa is reported this year. 

21 It is now officially reported that wheat acreage in the United Kingdom 
in 1943 showed an increase of 700,000 acres over the previous year. 

23 A substantial increase in wheat acreage in Australia is being officIal' 	. 
encouraged for the next harvest. 
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:ture situation over the main wheat crop areas 
ii ho fritd 3tates is believed to have resulted from recent rain and snow. Trade 
reports have indicated that this moisture might have added 50,000,000 bushels to the 
winter wheat outlook as forecast in the Government report on December 1. The first 
cport of acreae abandorxrient will not appear until May 10, although a production 
:timate on winter wheat will be released by the Department of Agriculture on 
:ril 10. It is fully expected in trade circles that abandonment will be heavier 

'T1 this year. 

cent calculations of the statistical position of wheat indicate that 
icr in the United States onune 30 may be down to 250,000,000 bushels, 

t this ostimate assumes the feeding of wheat on the same heavy scale reported in 
• ..e closing months of 1943. There is evidence, however, that sales of wheat for 

ve-stock feeding have been much reduced in the early part of 1944, while the 
Cormiodity Credit Corporation stocks have been increasing as a result of imports 
from Canada and purchases in United States markets. 

It has been reported from washington that between Tu1y 1, 1943 and 

	

- • 	hruary 12, 1944, a total of 83,135,727 bushels of Canadian wheat had been purchased 
the C.C.C., while in the same period 92,523,980 bushels of United States wheat 

ce acquired by the agency under its feed wheat programme. The combination of 
:1ler wheat feed sales and new purchases carried the stocks held by the C.C.C. up 

over 105,000,000 bushels as of February 12, the first time the total had been over 
00,000,000 bushels in 1944. Farmers have been redeeming very substantial quantities 

the farm-stored loan wheat from the 1942 crop, so that deliveries to the C.C.C. 
:iom this sourcehave been comparatively light. 

The quantity of 1943 wheat going under loan is also small compared with 
the loans made against the 1942 crop. Figures compiled to mid-February show that 
approximately 130,000,000 bushels of 1943 wheat had gone under loan, compared with 
104,000,000 bushels at the same date last year. Liquidations up to the same date 
futalled almost 63,000,000 bushels, or approximately half the total on which loans 

re corrr'icted. The quantity of loan wheat stored on farms is down to about 
ushe1s, while 30,000,000 bushels are stored in warehouses. 

is now reported that approximately 420,000,000 bushels of wheat were 
ed in the United States during the calendar year 1943 by the C.C.C. 

compared with about 103,C00,000 bushels in 1942. The heaviest Government sales 
'.'ore noted during the four months May to August 1943, when almost half of the year's 
total was. disposed of. The peak month was June with 62,000,000 bushels sold, but 
a preliminary figure for ranuary 1944 places the sales at only 20,000,000 bushels 
for the month. Vhen the quantities of wheat fed on farms where it was grown is 
:dded to the C.C.C. sales, it would appear that the animal consumption of wheat was 

ual to if not greater than the quantity ground into flour. The milling statistics 
for the calendar year 1943 show a total of 531,511,776 bushels of wheat ground for 
flour production. 

Stocks of wheat in all storage positions in the United States on 
Jnuary 1, 1944 amounted to 843,000,000 bushels. This included Canadian wheat held 
n bonded storage or afloat at United States lake ports. The quantity on farms was 

CCC 	to1 	Thf! e the C. C.C. 3tocks iriontino to 75rOO.rTin tishe1 	in 
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The correspondent of the Dominion Bureau or 
forwarded the following report under date of February 4, 

In its second official estimate of the yields and production of Crain and 
seed crops the Linistry of Agriculture has made substantial reductions, putting them 
more in line with those of unofficial crop surveyors. The most important change made 
is in the case of wheat, which from a Preliminary forecast of 312,16,000 bushels made 
in November, and the first regular official estimate of 290,711,000 bushels in Decomber, 
has been lowered to 260,076,000 bushels, a reduction of 51,440,000 bushels from the 
first estimate released. 

Crop Conditi. 

. 	',1' 	2.:011.:.3.:::,i..1sii. Veor.ii 
re'ions of the aepublic, after the abundant but damaging rains which fell during the 
first half of January in the central and southern districts weather conditions permitted 
the' resuiption of threshing operations. Dealing with the wheat crop, the reort goes 
on to say that harvesting may be considered practically finished. Only in isolated 
districts in the south-east of Buenos Aires is the vrork still being carried on. The 
repeated rains during the month of 3anuary, cryptogamous diseases, and exc":to 
growth have caused appreciable losses in yields and in quality of the grai 

Supplies and Markets 

3hipments of wheat during lanuary were 6,161,000 bushels, plus 432,0CC 

bushels of flour in terms of wheat, a combined total of 6,593,000 bushels which cc::-
pares with the December total of 8,084,000 bushels. 

Figures recently released by the Director General of National Statistics 
show that the wheat exported in 1943 totalled 71,811,000 bushels and total flour 
exports were 65,006 tons making a combined total of 76,274,000 bushels or 4,675,000 
bushels more than the fi..ure of 71,599,000 bushels used in my statistical statement in 
the report for November. A correction is accordingly embodied in the following su' i 
statement. 

The second ofricial estimate of the new crop, showing a 'r:t.y reducc 
quantity is used as the basis of this statement. 

3econd official estiate 1943-44 csop .................. 
Carry-over from previous crops (revised) ........ 

Total supplies 	...... . .................. 
Deduct seed and feed recuirerients (revised) ............ 

zportable surplus .................... ........... 
Shipments ) 'heat .. ........... 6,161,000 bushels 
in January ) Wheat as f] our .... 	432,000 	it 

260, 
109 9 L ..,C1.. 

370,565,00C 
84,502,0CC 

286,056,0' 

6,593,0c  

Balance still available ...... ...................... 279,463,000 

Of t! :i-rv ba3anca 6,CF,L0O bushels aro under rtr ct to 17sin, but 
hav 	 . 	. 	- 



. 	is understood that the surplus still on hand of the 1941-42 crop is to be 
probably about 11,023,000 bushels. About 1,837,000 bushels of wheat 

been placed at the disposal of the Government of Greeca, •f or the relief of the 
iirving population of that nation, and the necessary ships have airealy been chartered 
lur its transport. In addition 5,511,000 bushels of wheat are understood to have been 
placed at the disposal of the International body administering re1if to the desolated 
ircrean countries, in partial fulfilment of irgentine obligations in that regard. 

Little business in wheat was effected in Januiry. Gre : t Britain made no 
purchases of the grain, although she acçuired some quantities of vheat flour. Brazil 
and other neighbouring countries made their routine purchases on a small scale, and 

local millers were busy covering their needs in order to meet the better than 
n er'ort demand for .rgentine flour. 

2zlivories by farmers to the Grain Board have not yet begun to move freely. 
zality of some of the wheat is excellent, it is to be feared that a eat 

deal of damage will be visible in some of the later receipts as a result of the 
January rains. 

Oli-c:'cp -':nt (lc?42.-43) 6 9  l/ 	 c' h'y'.'ol is offor 	'Ir ,  the grain 

The fo11owin: cable has been received from the Canadian Government Trade 
in L:elbourne under date of February 15, 1944. 

"Wheat stocks in Australia as of February 1, 1944 totalled approximately 
225,00C,000 bushels including 94,000000 bushels of nev1 wheat. The new crop is 
nov•; estimated at 110,000,000 bushels compared with 97,000,000 bushels previously 

iicated. Harvesting is practically completed. Veather conditions at harvest 
time were excellent on the whole. The acreage seeded to wheat for the 1943-44 

now placed at approximately 8,300,000 acres. 

ith regard to future plans the Minister of 0oimercc and the Minister 
W 	riuIture wish to increase acreage to the pre-war total of 13,000,CCO 

.res if possible. It is believed that the iraximum will be 9,CC0,000 acres, 
hov:ever. The manpower rooition of wheat farmers is easing but difficulty is 
likely to he experienced in securing adequate supplies of phosphates. 

'The Comcerce minister has also assisted flour millers regarding 
npower supplies and this has greatly augmented the delivery of flour for the 

'hjtjsh Gov.nment contract. Australian flour mills are now operating at 
per cent of their capacity on three shifts daily. No difficulty is 

experienced in disrozing of offals but sales have been brought under strict 
Government control. ecports of wheat and flour continue in •::ood  volume." 

-s-- 



Monthly Average Winnipeg Cash Price - No. 1 Northern Wheat 
Crop Years 1936-37 to 1943-44 

(cents per bushel) 

1936-37 1937-38 	1938-39 	1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 	1943-44 

August 	..... 	 102.2 131.8 	76.6 54.9 	72.2 73.3 88.9 	111.9 
September 	103.9 133.6 	63.3 73.9 	71.7 72.6 89.6 	117 
October 	110.9 142.3 	61.5 70.3 	70.4 73.7 90.0 	124.1 
November 	108.4 134,6 	59,0 70.5 	71.8 73.2 90.5 	125.0 
December 	120.2 137.4 	60.6 82.4 	73.4 74.4 90.4 	125.0 
January ..... 	 124.7 149.1 	59.9 82.8 	74.2 77.0 90.4 	125.0 
February 	127.0 144.6 	60.4 83.8 	75.2 78.0 90.5 
March 	........ 135.7 138.4 	59.5 87.0 	76.2 78.0 97.1 
April 	....... 	 138.9 138.4 	60.5 89.2 	75.7 79.0 99.0 
May 	......... 	 130.6 115.2 	65.5 70.7 	75.9 79.3 99.0 
3une 	......... 	 124,2 114.3 	61.8 72.3 	77.0 80.0 101.5 
3u1y 	......... 	 145.6 98.4 	55.3 71.4 	74.7 80.8 109.3 

Wheat Prices and the General Price Level 	/ 

The following table shows the general index numbers of wholesale prices 
Canada and Great Britain and of No. 1 Northern 	eat (winnipeg Cash Price, basis 
store Fort 7illiam. and Fort Arthur). 

Vieat No. 1 
General Index Board of 1ade Manitoba Northern 

Canada United Kingdom Fort Vi1l1am and 
Port Arthur basis 

1930=100 1930=100 1930=100 

1930 	.................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1931 	.................. 83.3 87.8 62.4 
1932 	.................. 77.0 85.6 59.0 
1933 	. . . . . ............ 77.5 85.7 64.8 
1034 	. . ...... 82.7 88.1 79.4 
1935 	...., 83.3 89.0 89. 
1936 	................. 86.1 94.4 99 
1937 	............, 97.7 108.8 142 
1938 	................ 90.8 101.4 107. 
1939 	• ....... 87.1 102.8 68 
1940 	.............. 95.7 136.6 82.0 
1941 	.................. 103.9 152.6 79.3 
1942 110.5 159.6 88.6 

ranuary, 1943 112.1 162.1 96.0 
February 	.............. 112.6 162.1 96.1 
March 	................. 113.7 162.2 1031 
April 	................ 114.2 162.8 105.1 
May 	...... 114.5 163.3 105.1 
une 	................. 114.9 163.1 107.7 

July 	.................. 115.6 164.0 116.0 
August 	................ 115.9 162.2 118.8 
September 	........... 116.9 162.9 124 7  
October 	............... 117.7 162.5 131.  
November 	............. 118.2 162.7 132 
December 	.............. 118.4 163,4 1321  

January, 	1944 	......... 118.4 132.  

J Prepared by the Internal Trade Branch. 	/ Not yet available. 
- 10 - 
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IL CANADIAN SITUATION 

The surplus of Canadian wheat available for export and carry-over was 
uc&,000,000 bushels on February 1, on the basis of incomplete export figures for the 
first six months of the current crop year. This surplus shows a reduction of 
153,000,000 bushels compared with the position on February 1, 1943. 

Approximately 348,000,000 bushels of Canadian wheat were in the visible 
mpply at the beginning of February, including about 25,000,000 bushels held in bond 
in the United States. It was also estimated that something in the neighbourhood of 
40,000,000 bushels were still in farmers' hands, and available for delivery to 

u'uket after making due allowance for seed and feed requirements. 

The farm position in the three Prairie Provinces in the crop year 1943-44 
is, roughly, as follows, on the basis of current estimates of production and feed 
requirements: Bushels 

Carry-overonfarinsJuly3l,1943 	 194,000,000 

	

1 ' :heat crop ............................... ............... 	277,000,000 

Potal on western farms ....... . ...... 	 471,000,000 

ted feed requirements .......................60,000,000 
stimated seed requirements 	.................. 26 9 000 9 000 	86,000 0 000 

Balance available for delivery ............. 385,000,000 

I)eJi- -eries to ranuary 31, 1944 (approximately) ...... 	145,000,000 

	

.vailab1e on farms for delivery February 1 .............. 	240 9 000,000 

Eport shipments, including purchases by the United States, reached a total 
of 135,000,000 bushels during the first half of the current crop year, compared v:ith 
less than 76,000,000 bushels in the corresponding period in the previous year, most of 
the 	a1n being made in the shipments of wheat grain, although a small increase in 

- .ts was achieved. 

The over-all rosition is set out in the fo1loving table, but the fiflur3s on 
Thte. • :adian Wheat Supplies 

1943-44 1942-43 
bushels 

Carry-over in North America July 31 ............. 601,477,184 423 3, 752 1- 337  
New crop production 	......................... 293 9 660 9 000!/ 556,134,000/ 

Total 	Supply 	..................... 895 9 137 9 184 979,86,337 

istimated domestic requirements ............. 175,000,000 166,000,000 

Available for export or carry-over ........ 720,137,184 813 9 886 9 337 

Deduct: 

ixports of wheat as grain August-January ........ 108,338,206 	/ 50,532,914 
'ior exports in terms of wheat August-anuary . 26,705,587 25,035,926 

Total Eports Wheat and Flour ............. 135,043,793 75,568,840 

LJnce on February 1 for export or carry-over .. 585 9 093,391 738,317,497 

i/Subject to revision0 	/ Incomplete. 



Complete export figures iiiclu. 
first five months of the crop year 1943-1,IXucJ 	je±. 	I 

equal to the exportable surplus from the 1943 wheat crop after deducting total 
domestic requirements Of 175,00C.,000 bushels, so that exrorts uri 	the lat sn 
months of the crop year will co 
wa carriod over on uly 31, l9I 

Itwillbenotcdfrom. 
exports of Canadian wheat and flour have not been below 21,000,000 bushels i 
one month, while total exports during the first five months of the current 
were almost double those of the corresponding period in the crop year 1942 

3ales to the United States continue to figure largely in the oxoi. 
but the overseas clearances are still running ahead of last year, a1h01:; -1  the inr 
has been reduced somewhat since the turn of the year. Separate figi 
States purchases from Canada are not made available for publication. 

The following table sets out month by month exports to a1. 
during the first five months of the present crop year and for the preceding fe 
crop :Years: 

1943-44 	1942-43 	1941-42 	1940-41 	1939-4L 

- bushels - 

27,579,135./ 15,441,996 20,407,113 11,560,065 13,19e,87 
21,655,6031/ 9,543,999 15,684,290 9,622,992 14,688,82: 
23,292,524.1/ 14,024,761 13 9 938,564 10,810,971 9,220,39:: 
22,241,524 15 51 233,465 17,233,506 13,705,174 18,e26,04 
24,268,944 7,690,136 20,274,406 8,953,630 15,480,12. 

13,634,483 18,191,621 15,220,986 20,146,8- 
15,514,761 . 15,568,893 18,110,049 16,556,68: 
22,781,717 19,109,161 21,497,072 21,268,08. 
23,104,964 29,029,368 30,757,859 16,631,28C 

25,953,868 22,740,894 36,815,411 22,366 ; 3' 
26 9 946,485 16,949,859 31,084,121 12,042, 
21,647,051 12 9 879,466 23 0 067,916 12,046. 

August ........ 
September 
October . . . ........ . 
November ............  
December 	• . . . . . . . 
ranuary •.c•••.e.. 000 

February ........... .  
March 
April 
May ....... 
June 
July . .............. 

Crop Year Totals 

ota1 for 5 Month. 
August - December 	. 	 •. 

5 Months' .ports as 	2928 	39.43 	23.64 	37. 
of Crop Year Total 

0 



3IET5 TO U.S.A. 

.Jmost 108,000,000 bushels of Canadian wheat moved to the United States 
.iust 1, 1943 and February 17, 1944, some for re-export to countries overseas, 

a moderate amount for milling in bond, and a substantial portion for feeding to live 
stock. Almost 24,000,000 bushels, or about 22 per cent of the total inward movement, 
were still held in bond in the United States on February 17. 

The greater part of the movement was carried out by steamer from Fort 
':i11iam and Port Arthur, Lut the rail movement has also been large, including sub-
stantial quantities shipped directly from points in western Canada. The movement from 
lacif Ic coast ports which got under way late in the fall has now reached a total of 

0OC,OOO bushels, the greater part of which has been moved by uater. 

suxary of the total movement by xi1 and by steamer, showing the areas 
e shipments originated, is given below: 

Shipments from - 

Thrt i1liara-Port Arthur ................. 
isternevators ....................... 

• 	tciflc Coast 2levators ................ •0 

stern Countr Points ................... 

Bushels 

70,350, 205 
15,259,332 
12,7, 73, 533 
0,170,938 

. a t a 1 ..... ...........................107,CC,008 

The port of Buffalo was prominent on the receiving end, but Duluth-Superior 
;nd Srie tool: in a substantial part of the water movement last fall and the Pacific 
coast ports are now figuring largely in the receipts by water from Vancouver and 
New westminster. Rail shipments from western country 1oints are continuing on a sub- 
stntial scale, mostly in United States box cars which are being provided for the 
winter shipments. 

Bulking largely in the grades of wheat shipped this season are Nos. and 
3 northern as the following table will show: 

(rades shipped - 

• 	
. 1 Hard . . . ........................... 

. 	
. 1 Northern ........................... 
2 Northern ................ ........... 

- 	3 Northern ................ 
Other grades . ................... ......... 
No. 2 C.V. 4\mber Durum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1o. 3 C... inber Durum ......... 

To t a 1 ............ ..............  

Bushels 

518,797 
14,048,845 
40,944,730 
38,636,036 
12,721,597 

732, 503 
57,500 

:L07, 6O, 008 

Official records covering imnorts o Canadian wheat are not made public but 
tie oriuoJity Credit Corporation reports indicate from time to time the amount of 
Canadian wheat purchased under the wheat feeding prograirmie. The latest figures show 
that between 3u1y 1, 1943 and February 5, 1944 a total of more than 82,000,000 bushels 
of Canadian wheat had been purchased but it would appear frcm other available 
statistics that this quantity has not all been entered into the country. 

Practically all of the inward movement is nay: originating in western Canada, 
nly a trickle going from eastern elevators and nothing of importance from ?ort .:illiam 
r Port Arthur. The lakehead terminals will he active shippers, however, as soon as 
iuvigation is resumed on the Great Lakes as a number of the ore-carrying vessels are 
chartered to carry grain on their first afld second trips dovTi the lakes this season. 

- 13 - 



IV. FARLLRS' MARKJrINGS 11 EST 

Deliveries of vheat i:o.i   
approximately 162,000,000'bushels, or about the same amount as was narketed in a 
sinilar period last crop year. Deliveries in Saskatchewan have increased sharply durir 
the past month and the total of 93,50C,000 bushels delivered up to Pebruary 17, 1944 
represents about 60 per cent or the 1943 production in Saskatchewan. 

The farm-stock positioii ;ill be determined at the end of March when the 
annual survey is made, but it was reported on July 31, 1943 that wheat stocks remaining 
on farms in the three Prairie Provinces at that date totalled 194,000,000 bushels. It 
is assumed, therefore, that a substantial quantity of v:heat is still in farmers' hand 

The following table shows primary receipts of wheat by weeks in the Pra 
Provinces during the 1943-44 crop year a1onç with comparative fi"ures for 1942-43 

Week ending Manitoba Saskatchewan iU'oerta Totals Last Year 

- bushels - 

Auçust 1-5 57,657 279,815 :346,048 584 9 420 
12 148,233 958,691 407,232 1,514,156 15,16• 
19 285 2 074 1,773,075 1,354,924 3,413,073 352,52 
26 619,172 2,120,191 1,597,306 4,336,669 1,6l0,291 

September 2 1,200,888 3,124,271 1,313,604 5,638,703 1,656,94 
9 655,047 2 9 835,663 1,100,003 4,590,713 4,850,107 

72,765 3 0 238,644 1,331,775 5,353,184 10,689,344 
23 1,092,348 3,635,247 1,427,618 6,155,213 4,202,525 
30 671,910 3,036,891 1,239,927 4,948,728 3,432,189 

October 7 514,543 2 0 375,620 1,103,026 3,993,189 15,611,559 
14 480,821 1,795,630 1,016,407 3 9 293 9 058 16,986,475 
21 525 9 806 1,880,566 810,824 3,217,196 13,004,282 
28 1,024,429 1,927,056 1,068,457 4 1 019,942 11,868,881 

November 4 1,423,611 3,677,915 1 9 466,869 6,568,395 10,521,570 
11 2 1 625,264 4,171 9 833 1,992,099 8 1 789,196 7,480,345 
16 2,617,067 5,309,289 2,169,987 10,096,343 6,474,567 
25 2 9 810,965 5,263,236 1,858,404 9,932,605 5 9 747,765 

December 2 2,119,419 5,254,345 1,542,106 8 9 915,870 6,518, 
9 1,139,899 4 9 081,630 1,154,898 6 1 376,427 6,115, 

16 943,716 4 9 560,168 1,240,800 6,744,684 7,038, 
23 691,737 3,349 9 274 992,051 5,033,662 5,701,:7 
30 383,028 2,801,300 901,037 4,085,365 4,327,027 

January 6 449,856 3,541,271 1 9,271 9 675 5,262,802 3 1 568 9 971 
13 676,405 2,420,338 1,697,708 4 9 794,451 4,610,670 
20 39.7,404 2,915,245 2,249,347 5,561,996 3,407 9 828 
27 349,657 4,244,481 2 0 942,160 7,536,298 765,923 

February 3 436,392 5,409,878 2,270,120 8,116,390 1,945,725 
10 314,902 4,812,838 2,780,827 7,908,567 2,755,628 
17 195,244 2,743,390 2,037,920 4,976,554 1,421,710 

T o t a 1 71 0,2:l 1fl.W7,0T0 

- 
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V. FRSIG-T 33ISTi.102 POLl.. 

Jhipments of west 	..... 	 .:. 	 .. 	 .;.. 	 .... 	 . :.. l 
under the !ederal Freigtissistance Policy during the current crop year are running 
well ahead of last year's figures. The total moved during the first half of the 1943-44 
crop year was 13,580,162 bushels, on the basis of incomplete returns, while final 
figures for the first half of the 1942-43 season totalled only 8,10C,100 bushels. 

Ontario and 'uebee between them have received almost 11,000,000 bushels of 
the current season's shipments compared with 6,000,000 bushels in the corresponding 
period a year earlier, while the other four provinces each show gains over the 1942-43 
figures. 

The provincial distribution of the 1943-44 claims i 
inç table set out by months with comparative totals for 1942- 

Pri 
1943-44 	Ontario 	uebec 	Net 	Nova 

Brunswick Scotia Island 	Colurbia 

- bushels - 

August ..... 	1,565,720 	651,357 	69 0,616 105,732 	67,497 	356,540 2,816,46.1 
3et9mber •,. 	1,7'76,037 	963 9 065 	81,120 	84,085 	50 0 398 	328,032 3,282,7 
October ..... 	1,126,329 	948 1 287 	85 9862 164,775 	56 9 406 	259,517 2,641,1 7  
ovember .,.. 	1,150,868 	977,616 103,842 135,447 	31,367 	277,296 2,676,4 
)ecember a... 	 7O1/ 	571,412 	71,780 118,546 	48 9 867 	122,970 1,725,4 
January ..... 	.164,528 	212,645 	19,950 	21,828 	12,383 	6,562 	437,89 

T o t a 1 ... 	6,575,360 4,324,382 432470 630,413 266,920 1,350,917 l3,580,lC' 

Same Period 
1942:43 	3,218,792 2,880,842 327,234 442,454 162,749 1,06,029 8,100,100 

During the entire crop year 1942-43 claims were raid on almost 19,00C,000 
bushels of western wheat used for live-stock feed, about 16,500,000 bushels of this 
being distributed in the five eastern provinces. It would appear 'robable, therefore, 
that a lar'r vcInTn 	:l 	U::i 	i:• 	e clrr?' t c'ro 

Mil ifs ad:: 

o ;.. • 	i'ie 	.LU c.ar 	e freiut 
plan covers milifeeds' produced in all parts of Canada. Since the corencei:ent or t::e 
freight subsidy in October 1941 and up to the end of January 1944, a total of 1,292,534 
tons of millfeed enjoyed freight assistance in the five eastern provinces. The distri-
bution nas as follows: 

October 1, 1941 to 	August 1, 1943 t 
January 31, 1944 	January 31, 1944 

- tons - 

Ontario .... , ...... 0 	 421,314 	 94,094 
'.uebec ......... 	647,401 	 113,C1 
New Brunswick ...... 	95,578 
Nova Scotia 	104 9 232 	 21, 
Prince Edmrd Island 	24,009 	 5,1 

T o t a 1 	1,292,534 

- 16 



71. RAIL SHIPMNTS FROM FO' VILLIA1!-PORT ARTHUR 

anuary shipments of wheat by rail from Fort Vil11am-Port Arthur totalled more 
than 4,000,000 bushels and were the heaviest for sometime. 	A substantial. part of this 
ioven.ent went to seaboard for erport. 	The shipments monthly during the past three years 
are shown below: 1943-44 1942-43 1941-42 

bu. bu. bu. 

iigust 	.............. 990 1,879 390,264 90,122 
September 	....... .......• 1,547,042 600,921 143,816 
October 	............. 780 9 035 644,926 209,376 
November 	...... .. ...... 711,238 1,250,952 472,194 
December 	............. 898,565 3,871,297 1,488,427 
January ....., 4,364,158 1,757,163 1,781,993 

T 	o 	t 	a 	1 	....... ........ 9,291,917 8,515,523 4,185,928 

Grades shipped during ranuary 1944, and the provincial distribution of the 
rail movement are shown in the following table: 

New Nova Prince 
Ontario uebec Brunswick Scotia EdW3d 	U.S.A. 

Island • 
-bushels- 

iNorthern 	.................... - 142,000 434,000 - 	- 
2Northern 	.................... 487,700 20,000 1,186,620 506,593 - 	- 
3 Northern 	............... 8,567 13 9 000 - 1,133 - 	- 
4 Northern 	......... ...., 113 0 084 66 1 689 - - 1,500 	- 
No. 	5 	................, ........ 205,036 558,827 14 0 667 9,000 17,250 	1,050 

50 0 944 113 9 029 - 26,590 1,500 	- 
Feed 	......... ......' 4,850 39,462 - 1,500 - 	- 
Ti'. 	2 	Nor0 	......,..........•. - 15 3,000 - - - 	- 
Rej. 	1 Nor. 	......... - 4,899 - - - 	- 
Rej. 	2 Nor. 	.............. - 15 9 921 - - - 	- 
Rej. 	No. 	5 	............. - - - - - 	11,085 
Rej. 	1 Nor. Mxd. Htd, 	......... 15,042 5,500 - - - 	- 
ej. 	2 Nor. Mxd, 	Htd, 	........ 13,229 144 9 525 - - - 	- 
ej. 3 Nor. ?bcd. Htd. 4,500 22 9 746 - - - 	- 

.

Tf. Rej, 2 Nor. Mxd, Htd - 3,102 - - - 	- 
f. Rej. 3 Nor. Mxd. Htd - 3,139 1,506 - - 	- 
ej. 2 Nor. Mxd. Frbt 1,512 - - - - 	- 

Snmtty 1 Nor 	............... 3,133 - - - - 	- 
Smutty 2Nor 9 9 400 - - - - 	- 
Smutty3Nor, 	........ ...., 3 9 133 - - - - 	- 
Smutty 4Nor. 	......... 3,143 - - - - 	- 
Ti'. Smutty 2 Nor........ 1,585 - - - - 	- 
3ple. 	Htd..... ..... .......... 1,860 11,205 - - - 	- 
Ti'. 	Sple. 	Htd. 	....... - 4,568 - - - 	-, 	 - 
2 	C.W. 	Garnet........... . ...... 2 0 000 - - - - 	- 
2 	C.V,A,D. 	..................... 20,700 - - - - 	- 
Rej. 2 C,W.A.D. Mid. Htd - 3,288 - - - 	- 
Roj. 3 C.V1.A,D, Mxd. Htd - 3,500 - - - 	- 
Other Duruin 	............. - 6,346 - - - 	- 

o 	t 	a 	1 	................... 949,418 1,054,746 1,344,793 982,816 20,250 	12,135 

w 
JRANDTOT.L ........ 	4,364,158 

- 17 - 
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VII. WHEAT VISIBLE SUPPLY 	 1010686571 

The following table shows stocks of Canadian wheat in store and in t:: l. t, 

Canada and the United States on February 17, 1944, along With coirrparative figures fo 
approxinte1y the same date in 1943 and 1942: 

1944 1943 1942 

(000 bushels) 

Country Elevators - Manitoba ................. 26,865 29 9 055 29,720 
Saskatchewan ............ 107,100 116,300 109,365 
Alberta 	........... 76,535 75,410 75,335 

T 	o 	t 	a 1 	................ 210,500 220,765 214,420 

. 

Interior Private and Mill Elevators 
Interior Public and Semi-Public Terminals 
Pacific Ports ....  • • S • * 0 0 0 0 ........ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Churchill • , • • • • • 0 • . . . . ... 00 . . 	 . . . . . . . 

Fort William and Port Aithur .................  
Eastern Elevators - Lake Ports . ............. 
St. Lawrence and Seaboard Ports • 00 • 00000.0.  

United States Port e  . . , . . . . . . . ........ 	. . . . 

St orage Afloat 	• 	• 0 00 • • • 	• • 0 0 • • • • • • • 	• • 

In Transit - Rail 
In Transit - U.z,.A. . 	• • • 	• * 	. .. .. . . . 

5,836 5,745 6,204 
10,887 16,980 17,616 
10,545 19,564 20 9 347 
1,878 2,618 2 9 618 

24,493 97 0 875 123,094 
24,595 38,969 37,966 
13,059 26,438 27,607 
16 9 045 9,076 19,329 
3,453 4,363 

13,744 5,530 11,26O 
7,574 3,047 2 61 005 

Total 	 342 9 609 	450,970 	482,466 

VIII M0V1ET OF '}LT TO MARITIME PORTS 

The following figures ret)resent the movement of wheat by RAIL from ports on 
the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River during the current season 9  with comparative 
figures for last year. 

August 1, 1943 to 
	

August 1, 1942 to 
February 17, 1944 
	

February 18, 1943 

bushels 

C o]1.lingwood. • • 	 • . * e C' 

Midland ...............  0 0 00 0 0 

Owei Soun.d 
Port McNicoll , • 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Goderich .................... 
Sarnia 	. . ..........       0 0 • 0 0 
P ort Colborne 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 • 
Humberstone ...,., ......... 
Kingston 
Prescott 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 , , 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 
Montreal 0009000000O .......000 
Sorel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • ........C • • • 
Three Rivers 	0 • 0 0 • • • • • 0 0 0 

	

968,451 
	

2,1OO,43 

	

8,334,912 
	

7, 742 SOC 

	

1,403,714 
	

2,392,17? 

	

6,187,524 
	

7,374,087  

	

472,471 
	

1,609,174 

	

284,919 
	

2,187,136 
326,820 

128,326 
14,700 

1,257,168 

	

3,097 	 8,)52 

	

1 9 357,543 	 - 

	

701,037 	
U 	- 

. 

Total 	,CL.0 0 0, 0 	 21 9 312,356 
	

23,542784 

C] 
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