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JORLD WHEAT SITUATICN

The Current Situation - World bread grain stocks are due to reach a
generally low ebb within the next few weeks. The pressure on supplies cannot be
greatly relieved until new United States wheat reaches deficit areas, although
some relief might be afforded if the Argentine were able to step up its currently
low rate of shipment. According to the International Emergency Food Council,
grain stocks in the importing nations are now lower than they were at this time
last year. Reductions in bread rations of some countries have already occurred
and further reductions sre probable in Sweden, Denmark and Czechoslovakia.
According to a trade report, I.E.F.C. has calculated that cereal imports of 8
million tons between now and September will be required to manintain rations at
last winter's level--after taking into account the arrival of the new harvest in
many areas and with no allowance mnde for the accumulation of coperating stocks.
According to the same report, I.E.F.C. considers the 8 million ton figure to be
backed up by effective demand--while therc are only 7.5 million tons of available
exportable supplies in sight. The present situation is, in many respects,
similar to that existing at this time las%t year when exporting countries were
bend ing all their efforts towards averting famine in the war-torn areas of Europe
and Asia.

Both the United States and Canada are aggin workirg against time to
meet their overseas commitments. The transportation difficulties experienced in
Canada earlier in the year have eased considerably and clearances of wheat and
flour during the weecks ending May 16 and May 23 exceeded 6 million bushels per
week. To assist in maintaining the accelerated rate of Canadisn shipments, two
government measures have been introduced this month: Effective liay 12, the
Wartime Prices and Trade Board pleced a limit on the amount of flour and other
wheat products which may be milled or processed for domestic human consumption at
105 per cent of the amount milled or processed in the corresponding period of
1245. This step was deemed necessary due to indications of excessive accumulation
of inventories of flour at trade levels which have followed recurring rumours that
wheat and flour were likely to be decontrolled at an early date. The imrlementing
of this regulation should automatically increase the amount of flour available for
export. The other measure mentioned has to do with expediting the delivery of the
45 odd million bushels of wheat which were estimated to be on farms available for
delivery May 15. The Hon. J. A. MacKinnon, Minister of Trade and Commerce
announced the plan in the House of Commons on May 13. His staternient as quoted in
Hansard follcws:

"Mr. Speaker, a year ago the dominion government announced a special
ircome tax arrangement aveilable in respect to wheat marketed between April 1,
1946 and June 30, 1946. This arrangement was made because whezt was urgently
needed for overseas shipment. Under this plan a considerable quantity of wheat



wes Iede availeble by producers a - year -cgo and this wheat was promptly moved
forward to needy countries: The plan provided an arrangerent whereby producers
could deliver their wheat during a limited period with the actual cash settle-
ment taken at the producers' option in 1946, 1947 or 1948. ' Producers taking
advantage of this plan receivéed what was known as an emergency wheat receipt.
The plan was entirely optional and producers delivering wheat during the period
of time set forth could take adventage of the special arrangement or deliver
their wheat in the usual manner.

"The need for wheat overseas is just as urgent this year. With a
greatly improved transportation position, wheat delivered now can be moved over-
seas in a very short period of time. The govermment and the Canadian wheat
board have received many requests for a similar plan for a limited period in
1947. '

"The covernment hes decided to make substantially the sane plan
available in connection with wheat delivered by producers in western Canada
between May 15 and June 30. Under the plan which the government is proposing
for this year, producers will be able to take cash settlement at their option
in 1947, 1948 or 1949.

*"The dominion government feels that an arrangement of this kind is
worth while if it will make more wheat available for overseas shipment during
the balance of the present crop year. Full details of the plan will be announced
at an early date by the Canadian wheat board.®

The Qutlook for 1947-48 - According to the Office of Foreign
Agricultural Relations of the United States Department of Agriculture, early
crop conditions in important producing areas indicate the world food supply for
the 1947-48 consumption year mey be little, if any, larger than in 1946-47.
While increased production is anticipated in the principal exporting regions,
the gain is likely to be offset by declines in grain production in several
importing countries. Such a shift in production will reguire a somewhat greater
movement of crains in international trade during the coming year'if supplies in
importing countries are to be maintained even at the relative low levels of
1946-.47.

0.F:A.R.. however, points out that finance mny be a major problem in
agricultural trade in 1947-48. Their report summarizes the situation in these
words:

"The gold and dollar reserves of foreign countries are very unevenly
distributed. Only a limited number of countries, such as some Latin American
republics and Switzerland, have sufficient reserves. Many other countries will
not be in a position to deplete further their currency reserves for the
financing of a trade deficit.

*International loans will therefore remein the key factor that
ultimately will determine the volume of international trade in the next crop
year. In the case of certain essentials, such as bread grains, priority will
be given to the import need at the expense of most other products, but imports
of less essential foods and other less essential products will continue to be
restricted in many countries, and the rigidity of the control will depend upon
the extent to which they can finance their trade defieits by loans.
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"The shortage of transportdation facilities may limit tbhe volume of
food products which can be moved to deficit areas in 1947-48, especially if
crops are above average. The heavy drain on reserve stocks of food have reduced
port stocks to an unusually low level and all exportable supplies must be moved
from the interior. This will tax the already overburdened and inadequate rail
and truck facilities of many countries.”

CANADIAN SITUATION

7

Supply Position - pynorts of wheat and flour in terms of wheat
amounted to approximstely 15.3 million bushels during the month of Mesoh, Are:
bringing the total for the first nine months of the crop year to 155.9 million
bushels. During the same period last year, 283.2 million bushels of wheat and
flour equivalent were exported. An estimated 159.8 million bushels remained on
apedl 1 for export or carryover at the end of the crop year. Since May 1 the
rate of export has increased substantially.

Canadian Wheat Supplies

154647 1945.-46
{million bushels)

C&rry-ovel‘ inNOl’th A’nerica July 31 LRI B BB BT R B I B A A A I I A 69-9 258-1
NBWCI‘OP R R R R I I B R I A A I R A A B R L RO ) 420.8_]_./ 318-52/

Toitell IBunnilrs o . shees dl, o ondte Maibers onsurrotnle:s (shublie ofot b i s e o 490.7 576 .6
BEstimated Gome®bic TOQUEITHEITRIIDTS  «ophvsis o 4 apie's ot o1s ois sy o s o spe v o . oo 102090 167.0 2/
Available for export O CAITY-OVET .ccsesevocscssctcoses BB, Z 409.6
Deduct:
Cverseas Clearences of wheat as grain August l-April 30 .... 103.0 228.0
United States imports of Canadian wheat .ececceceveccessenne 107 10.7
Total wheat EXpOTES co-stiessesrsesssssesasossnscscanans 104.7 238.7
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat August l-April 30 . 51.2 44.5
Total exports wheat and wheat TlOUT eeceeeveescecassose  155.9 283.2
Balance on May 1 for export Or CAITY-OVEI cesescsssocsocnsos 159.8 126.4

1/ subject to revision.

g/ Final estimate.



Acreage lntentions for 1947 _ Through the April-end survey of crop
correspondents the Dominion Bureau of 3tatistics lecrned that Canadian farmers
interded to seasd some 800,000 fewer acres to wheat in 1947 than they did in 1946.
The acreage seeded to oats may also decline by half a million acres, but these
decre:zses may be offset by an increase in bazrley seedings of over a million acres
and an increcse in flax seedings of nearly 70C,000 acres. The intended acreage
figures obtained from farmers are merely indicative of their plans at the end of
April, and acreages actually seeded may, therefore, vary considerably from the
intentions figures, depending upon conditions affecting seeding subsequent to
April 30. It should also be pointed out that all estimates currently published
relative to crop acreapges in the Prairie Provinces are subject to revision in
the light of data which will soon be availahble from the 1946 Agriculturasl Census
of the Prairie Provinces.

The April 30 intentions data indicated a total Canadian wheat acreage
of 25.1 million acres as compered with 25.9 million in 1946. The acreage
intentions in the Prairie Provinces are as follows:

Intentions Acreage Seeded Zxpected

1947 in 1946.£/ Decrease

acres acres acres
Ma SRRy ...« 5 0% % i 4 2,637,000 2,835,000 198,G0C
Saskatchewan ...... 14,249,000 14,843,000 594, 00O
LT 7,425,000 7,500,000 75,000
™ o PR i, | 24,311,000 25,178,000 867,000

The changes which took rlace in acreage seeded to the prineipal grain
crops in western Caunada during recent years will be seen in the following table
vhich setsout the seeded acreage and summerfallow during the tkirteen years
1934 to 1946, together with the intentions figures for 1947.

Seeded Acreage and Summerfallow in Frairie Provinces, 1934-1946;1/
and Intended Acreage 1947

theat Oats Barley Flaxseed Sumerfallow

(thousand acres)

RO 5 o 15 Bamaie | 23,296 9,115 2,962 218 14,901
L e 23,293 9,478 3,187 297 14,252
P T4« o0 iociin o 24,838 8,674 3,724 469 16,855
BRREE B ooo s niv g s 24,599 8,579 3,562 233 15,150
e PETTaRe | 24,946 8,518 3,687 202 16,206
ir 25,813 8,227 3,607 289 15,950
6~year average . 24,464 8,765 3,455 285 15,552
C magnane 27,750 7,818 3,622 364 17,326
B - o o waeHinn 21,140 8,137 4,735 982 23,111
T . cesahssse 20,653 9,666 6,414 1,466 19,979
DO oo he e L6;08 11,790 7,696 2,918 20,637
B oo oo o 22,444 10,447 6,763 1,298 19,428
B | tie o b e oo o s 22,566 10,749 6,859 1,084 19,859
6-year average . 21,774 9,768 6,048 1,344 20,116
B L ... s 06 gk 25,178 9,610 6,269 990 18,906
T S R 24,90 9,060 7,340 1,653 18,673

1/ Subject to revision when 1946 Census data become available.
2/ Intentions indicuted on April 30, 1947.

el



Pariners' lMarxetings -

The following table shows primary receipts of
whezt in the Prairie Provinces for the 19406-47 crop year alcng with compurative
figures for 1945-46:

Week ending Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Total last Year
- bushels -
August 1-8 295,324 396,627 797,492 1,419,443 605,679
15 665,222 679,789 1,019,934 2,364,945 23,014
22 1,700,523 2,026,729 1,585,626 5,502,878 2,044,285
29 5,360,908 7,254,234 1,965,910 14,581,052 7, L5392
September 5 4,993,343 11,916,951 2,733,362 19,643,656 9,358,343
12 4,653,986 0 72 510 2,283,827 19,650,323 15,193,544
19 3,986,469 15,047,267 2,838,144 - 21,871,880 11,822,333
26 1,892,442 9,173,163 5,246,998 16,312,603 5,445,459
October 3 1,313,287 6,231,719 3,248,141 10,793,147 7,112,538
10 17,998,083 6,911,412 2,782,356 11,688,801 19,991,064
iy 734,685 4,983,080 6,632,554 12,350,319 24,041,587
24 1,338,741 8,340,613 8,043,332 17,722,686 15,725,692
31 1,756,616 10,128,806 8,218,988 20,104,410 11,604,812
Novemter 7 1,246,737 7,731,400 SRI89IN2A6 14,967,353 10,510,916
14 1,058,969 6,429,519 4,925,980 12,484,468 5,351,009
21 1,044,603 5,411,116 3,805,063 9,960,782 4,740,836
ze 785,594 2,026,657 1,958,926 4,771,177 4,504,852
Decomber 5 733,235 2,006,180 2,072,693 4,812,108 4,957,763
12 779, 599 2,730,715 2,509,304 6,019,618 3,878,858
459 561,032 22151075 1,462,492 3,244,599 2,000,591,
26 559,641 954,169 1,449,232 2,963,042 2,048,895
January 2 313,963 865,717 1,050,774 2,230,454 2,100,993
9 429,560 805,685 1,547,759 2,783,004 4,607,443
16 613,282 1,083,451 2,026,944 SatEal, .07 4,178,387
23 162,835 430,858 1,204,067 1,797,760 2,418,082
30 W3,677 729, 581 1,502,475 2,465,733 1,427,216
February 6 152,320 387,709 615,159 1,155,188 871,835
11! 77,464 28,907 ] RS 7 998,346 1,017,366
20 126,417 510,564 1,191,498 1,828,479 1,096,857
27 194,358 802,119 1,385,337 2,331,814 1,636,700
March 6 ZOBEIG 2D 1,088,529 818,469 2,160,623 1,768,760
13 440,083 1,234,798 989,986 2,664,867 1,609,023
20 314,981 1,245,465 1,286,369 2,846,£16 1,643,608
27 292,665 1,033,743 599,748 1,925,756 1,032,930
April 3 213,607 604,913 276,974 1,095,494 1, Yl 71
10 128,369 240,842 383, 231 752,442 2, 8% OW9
LLL? 188,945 262,269 693,278 1,144,492 2., 628 180
24 284,477 1,230 03 1,037,184 2,452,764 3,518,652
May 1 384,059 2,836,735 1,880,790 4,551,544 2,759,402
8 433,034 2,643,243 1,670,545 4,746,822 2,069,450
6 474,952 2,238,467 1,458,182 4,171,601 2,209,567
22 396,439 1,819,291 LBERME2I9 3,498,359 1,971,575
P o B 43,495,101 146,501,721 94,368,503 284,365,325 212,812,225
1/ Revised.
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wheat Visidle 3upply =  7he following table shows stocks of Canadian
whe:t in store and in transit in Canada and the United 3tates on May 22, 1947,
along with comperative figures for approximately the sume dats in 1946 and 1945:

1947 1946 1945

- 000 bushels -

Cennry tlevators | Maniboba 4. 87, . danlSd. s 3,1G5 1,90C 14,785

Saskatehewan «soeeoebosioe. 11,940 11,495 70,465

BLDOT T farel o e ol o o & o alTa o) aki i 0 13,635 8,415 95,1585

e 151 VB FINR i  le, e 28,680 21,810 140,845
Interior Frivate and Mill 8levators ....sesese 4,241 4,516 5,505
Interior Public and Semi-Public Terminals .... dial 184 14,811
RaleisEe ROE S S T a5 o & o atae g o 2 off erotolialoit 5% 6,456 §.e80 17,665
CREUREIEENE, ool Smlle .18 araons ouo bl enire 8o 5, o1 sfobaygsioiols 43 1,878 1,878
Port Wi MeE-and “Ront NrTharis S v oS c e T sl s o 15,603 7,230 39,988
Eastern Zlevabors = Lake PorbtS cececoess sbosocns 7,774 115,078 16,250
SY., Lavrpence“dand sSesboard Ports .i.e.vienccsee 2,769 9,346 12,748
PRI NeM SHaHe o ROIESE Tk areli o s0-ald'd i ole T idis Solele o o 33 306 1855578
In Transit = Lake 00 e0PRs e s0esP s 000 s 5,333 3,447 4'481
R Eransif /= REL e B o od v ordih Sezelislile olsle 13,224 5,863 21,286
In Transit - U.S5.A. I R R R R R ) - oo 3,341
10, O R o Il THRTSA " e R Ny T, SO e 84,287 67,535 293,773

Movement of Wheat to Meritime Ports - The tablé below'sets St Lhe

movemant of wheat by RAIL from ports on the Greut Lakes and the 3t. Lawrence river
during the current season, with comguruble figures for last year. The disparity
in shipments between the two yeurs continues to refleet the currently tight
transportation situation.

August 1, 1946 to August 1, 1945 to
kay 22, 1947 May 23, 1946
- kbushels -

COLLANBWORE opa.r. donoe:asaons 585,385 1,099,955
7 L S S A 1 A TR SRR g ey 954 TV 7,224,061
oy T O R A 4 VR0, 117 2,021,566
2 o Qe R e S -l i 51 4,199,518 7Sl 12080
GRABPICR «civs itveseph voseinacns 122,658 597,473
SARIHE | . S’ sarecmions s ohs 5 o/5s sews 6 1,834,894 201,923
Port Colborne «....sshsecnsssccss 136,195 50,000
TOFONLO sl e s i eovioseesossliosesss 193,1€8 -
BOLESPYI11 8 . cosnitarnchmoncasas 71,622 195,873
EROEENOE o5 0 opiogyohhats sissssasie - 71 978
Prescott CvPeces et erRetres et e = 330'815
MOHbTBRL " s visootpstdoncasssssvie 1,496 130,967
DR SRthe et E s o e R T e - 220,000
IOl Hua 1 S s R hole | L B 12,766,784 ; 20,081,901




Grading of iheat - The following tuble shows the grading of wheat
inspected during the nine-month period August to April 1947. Comparable figures
for 1946 are also included in the table:

Inspections

August-April 1947 August-April 1946

Cars Per Cent Cars Per Cent
lNorthern 9 0 O P OB S OB e S Qe PR eSS 17,192 12.5 44,126 30‘6
zNorthern .D."ll'..lll'll.!ll‘.' 60’401 43!9 56,587 39.‘3
3 Northern 2 0 € 8 00 0225000820 15’732 1104 14’844 1003
4N0rthern PO B IR B R N SRR SR BN BN B R N B R N 3'424 2.5 4’445 3.1
Garnet ® O ¢ 8P 0608 &P DG ¢S e BB OO0 e 0 e 0 630 005 1’464 l.o
lmber Durwn S 2 O 6 PO OSSO 0B et s e S 3’086 2-2 1’507 l.o
Albel‘ta Winter O & D U P e PE e s 0o e sl 1’497 l.l 959 007
Tough - All varieties and grades . 30,812 22.2 16,572 11.5
All Cthers 2 0 0 00 0 00 000 L e 0 eP b PRSP 5,079 307 3'807 2.6
T o t a 1 P S O 0 &0 84 0 08 PP PP O SS Cs 137’553 loo.o 144’311 loo.o

Gradings during the first nine months of the current crop year point up
the relatively low quality of the 1946 wheat crop. Only one-eighth of the
inspections during the August to April period graded No. 1 Northern as compared
with a proportion of nearly one-third for the same period in the previous crop
year. The percentage graded tough has continued to increase throughout the
season, with 22.2 per cent of the August to April inspections falling into this
classification.

Lake Shipments of Canadian Grain from the Opening of Navigation to May 21

opened on April 8 last year and on March 27 in 1945.

Wheat Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed Total
~ bushels -
1939 20,139,644 2,442,040 2,536,014 22,999 - 25,240,697
1940 47,158,904 4,675,753 1,189,896 725,464 97,277 53,847,294
1941 62,593,519 2,389,524 1,311,954 867,685 295,951 67,458,603
1942 58,491,860 782,096 890,670 506,827 86,191 60,757,644
1943 30,700,628 8,613,405 7 , 118,826 988,626 564,067 47,984,752
1944 65,132,818 16,934,673 10,996,646 2,994,800 3,238,233 99,297,170
11945 60,082,144 24,062,193 11,905,469 1,735,608 1,088,850 98,874,264
1946 29,043,968 18,259,407 6,738,449 517,568 333,650 54,893,042
1947 25,264,094 8,801,304 4,372,841 987,033 - 39,425,272

According to the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain Commissioners
the navigation season at the Lakehead opened on April 19 this year.

Navigation
Up to May 21 the total

movement of grain since the openine of navigation in 1947 amounted to 39.4 million
bushels, about 28 per cent below last year's movement of 54.9 million bushels.

Vheéat shipments, however, are down only 13 per cent.

Had the late spring not

delaysd the opening of navigation in 1947 shipments to date would have been

considerably greater.



Rail Movement from FTort Villiam-Port Arthur -

Rail shinments

of wheat from the Lakehead during April amounted to 0.6 million bushels as
compared with 1.7 million bushels in March and 1.0 million bushels in April of

194¢6.

The sharp drop in rail movement out of the Lakehead reflects the usual

seasonal decline which coincides with the opening of navigation on the Lakes.

Shipments month-by-month during the past four crop years are shown in

the following table:

1946-47 1945-46 1944-45 1943-44
-~ bushels -

i U R SRR B 187,825 23,255 91,891 990,879
Seplember scsoseeccccecess 178 RS 957,533 169,603 1,547,042
0Ctober cesscessecceocane 255,754 S5 7.6 B e 780,035
November .ccoeesscoconscee 256,249 Rl S7-isiie 711,238
December ..ce.eseescosss.. 1,601,883 2,28C,636 1,236,339 898,566
JANUATY ceeeecccscscences 2,462,002 4,533,707 1,936,038 4,364,157
FPebruary scceoesecessssess 1,816,087 1,127,764 764,629 4,397,318
NGNS = .. B o oo le oraiene o LR SEINES 2 2R3, 266 1., 0915969 14,076, 108
| e TR TS R R S R e 566,006 1,015,730 196,042 167,867
R ts e S o I 536,462 66,154 269,533
JUNE csvosnvsvsvecocnsnns 920,233 58,642 108,739
JULY esaeescecnseesascces 130,276 52,726 47,217
Total - 12 months ..ece.e 302 $855 5,848,056 15,298,474

The grades of wheat shipped during April 1947 and the provincial distri-
bution of this ruil movement are shovm in the following table:

Prince

Ontario Quebec New Nova Edward

Brunswick Scotia Island

- bushels -

&) INOBTRIERN, ‘orere apererspehelaxots oo 6,000 - - - -

4 Northern s.eeceeecescseo 41,260 35,200 5,633 - 2,267
[RETEN SM <)« chor el oHalaveRekels Mloxarallora 20,333 44,500 4,500 - -
REEAREo1e1 5 o1e1e ¢ fakeloloPatdiolsioloVs 7,417 14,583 - - -

Tf., 4 Northern ..ccoeeces 74,618 59,567 12,767 11,267 1,500
Tfe NOoe 83 cevceossoncocas BENI88 36,267 4,500 - -
Rej. 4 Northern .c.ccceees 47,867 21,533 - - -
Tf. Rej. 4 Northern ..... 29,133 14,667 667 2,666 -
Tfo Reju NO- (5} eesec00 s 2,666 7,667 = =] =
Smutty 1 Nor. teceesecnre - 3'051 - - -
SmuttyZNOI‘. seseerecr o - 1,500 - Ce2 =
BT & SAGE &) NORs ¥e. 5% & - 3, 1858 - - -
Tf. Sample Heated .c¢..... - 1,469 - - -
1 CcWeAeDe coceossonvsone - . 1,500 - - -
(0] 511/ 0) SEEAERS S - & B A 10,000 - - H - -
3 C-WvoDo seese0ersersr 1,500 = Co = fe
2 AWe seesvesccnrcssosns 1,421 - - - -

T w@eitod Lo ave nrerervimmamye fasers s 275,570 244,669 28,067 13,933 3,767

GRAND TOTAL ..... 566,006




Freight Assistance Shipments - gj.img filed for payment on freight
assistance shipments of wheat indicate that, during the first eight months of
ths current crop year, total assisted shipments were down some 24 per cent from
the level recorded during the same period of the previous crop year. Declines
were registered in all provinces except British Columbia where a small increase
in shipments was recorded. However, in connection with the current data
particularly, it should be emphasized that the filing of late claims will
necessitate upward revisions in the shipment figures. Thus, it is anticipated
that the actual decline in shipments as between the two years may turn out to
be less than the table now indicates.

The proviacial distribution of wheat shipments is shown in the follow-
ing table, by months, with comparative totals for the crop year 1945-46:

\ X New Noga ~ DEINOBSW pojiash
1946-47 Ontario Luebeac Brunswick Scotia Edward Columbia Total
Island
- bushels -

‘August .... 575,938 506,603 58,888 71,892 34,130 408,712 1,656,163
September . 422,340 = 419,042 56,213 74,710 28,572 = 412,533 1,413,410
October ... 1,090,188 716,533 88,976 73,313 30,502 = 372,238 2,371,750
November .. 1,185,545 948,543 107,557 141,058 56,203 - 407,475 = 2,846,381
December .. 903,108 818,623 76,367 122,137 54,478 358,228 2,332,941
January ... 774,315 707,175 85,130 93,013 46,586 363,675 2,069,894
February .. 532,428 528,512 56,555 54,587 28,183 21,847 1,522,112
March ..... 425,948 371,303 30,577 53,738 15,417 119,653 1,016,636

Total.5909,8l0 5,016,334 560,263 684,448 294,071 2,764,361 15,229,287

3ame Period

94546 9:274,648 6,320,910 700,366 762,408 377,183 2,560,200 19,995,715

Millfeed shipments on which claims have been filed under the freight
assistance policy during the august-March period exceed by a small margin those
recorded for the same period in the previous crop year. It is anticipated that
the filing of late claims will increase the spread to some extent.

The provincial distribution of millfeeds under the freight assistance
plan is shown for the five eastern provinces in the following table. One column
of figures covers the first eight months of the present crop year and the other
the corresponding period a year ago:

August 1, 1946 to August 1, 1945 to
March 31, 1947 March 31, 1946
- tons -

Ontario sccccocvocsccoscocovesn 189,948 167;922
:‘,uebec PeLsL0cO0CecReOBeRRceReO 219,376 210,573
New Brunswick .ccecesccoscecsces 38,345 T g
NOVB Scotia PVCFBOAL SOVOIOEEE s OeS 59,701 39’784
Prince Edward Island ..ccceeveo 10 /982 10,831
Total 0»00000!960054(0'00'0 498’529 467’427
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Monthly Overseas Clearances, Bte., in Comparison with the Customs Exports of

Wheat and Vheat Flour

Overseas U. 5. Imports = Customs Customs

Clearances of Canadian Exports of Total Exports of

of Canadian Vheat for Canadian VWiheat and

Wheat consumption and Yheat Flour Wheat Flour

milling in bond ‘
- 000 bushels -

1944-45
August 12,351 9,043 3,301 24,785 19,899
3eptamber 11,798 8,940 5,470 26,208 32,107
October 15,428 5,758 4,908 26,094 33,624
November 14,658 4,891 4,417 23,966 27,601
December SINSI2 2,168 5,591 17,732 32,815
January 14,730 1,413 3,781 19,924 8,944
February 10,858 766 4,642 16,266 11,998
March 13,890 763 5,571 20,224 15,665
April 22,703 2,157 6,154 31,014 21,606
May 39,351 2,499 6,307 48,157 35,432
Tune 34,366 1,725 7,357 43,348 50, 552
July 38,322 i 7a7 5,168 45,227 43,362
' 0 biaryl 238,427 41,861 62,657 342,945 333,605
194646
August 35,358 1,114 : 4,979 41,451 48,074
September 26,645 1,143 4,294 32,082 24,428
October Giao1o)l 1,265 4,789 43,605 36,139
November 29,679 2,139 4,501 36,319 42,817
December 20,163 1,582 4,344 26,089 42,443
Junuary 19,984 1,988 5,125 27,097 20,373
February 19,592 351 (5 5a kL 25,054 14,959
March 22,780 587 4,690 28,057 20,075
April 16,220 959 6,651 23,430 20,095
May 15,151 465 7,507 23,103 23,003
June W) It 754 4,771 21,686 14,718
July 6,471 386 5,275 12,132 18,910
T o tall 255,735 12,333 62,037 340,105 336,034
1946-47 2/
August 5,981 227 8,896 15,104 17,339
September 10,134 241 5,563 15,938 11,338
October 12,478 437 4,436 17 /581! 23,653
November 20,494 441 6,156 27,091 23,008
December - 10,815 124 3,248 14,187 17,488
January 14,303 77 6,208 20,5868 20, 406
February 10,439 75 5,538 16,052 13,639
March Byl 36 6,102 14,259 14,085
April 10,273 3/ 5,015 15,288 12,152
THe 5t a L 103,038 1,658 Sill 1163 155,858 153,108

1/ U.3.A. official figures.
2/ Subject to revision.
3/ U.S.A. imports for April not available.
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Overseas Clearances of Canadian \theat and Vheat Tlour (Including U.S.A.

Imports) August 1946 to April 1947 -

The following statistics on monthly overseas

clzarances have been compiled by the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain

Commissioners:-

March April August-April
Wheat Wheat  VYheat theat Wheat Wheat
Flour E/ Mlour 2/ }/ Flour-g/
bushels bushels bushels
BRITISH EMPIRE
United Kingdom ........ 2097270 7257395 2816185 9156105 21002850 78686878
Eire CRCE BRI S B ST SR I S B R ) 1836 e u - 32148 1244391
Africa
Bro Eo AfriCa o800 ¢ 0 4590 - = = 4590 o
Bi'a S pALRich s B e a0 - - 1147 - 461596 1708645
Br. V. Africa
Gambia P o0 s s0c 0800 e 0D = - - - 6638 -
Gold CO&St eroreeos e 117 = 2484 - 74709 =
Nigeria ssesenentrosnrsoc 6376 - v - 33665 =
Sienra Leons «c .tk -l 5499 - J9950! - 88993 -
4pia
CSYlOIl enecssancsecraccse = = =] “ 170667 5
HOng-Kong s e s 9000 pese e 43569 - 30987 " 141867 -
India e P e 8 e0 00 s ans 62091 - 23895 T 120780 2008905
MAERREREE, '+ ove drore s o eiara o 19287 - - - 182264 -
Zurope
Gibraltar e s v o000 8068 = 23450 - 107415 -
HWZLI L R e R o - - - 112600 - 1392564
North America
B&ham&s S 8000060060805 a0 15455 — 72:00 = 104175 -
2121 0/ (o7 SRR P PSS 60147 - 27982 177G 366678 2770
Jamaica ..ciecieccscsss 112604 TG = 3@ 381 1943307 16803
Sto Vincent s s o0t e - 24 = - = 27
Trinidad and Tobago ... 190206 304 217359 - 1916338 3078
Other Br. W. Indies ... 62676 - 41062 - 730228 2291
Bermuda LI B A R BB A B ) 6750 = 10579 - 97177 -
Bro Honduras s s e e 1 = 5175 -~ 39546 ©
NveOMdland ®eesssreas 20547 il 24233 o 961560 =)
South America
British Guiana ceeen s 30330 - 78642 = 579559 =
Total British Empire ..... 2745418: 7258484 3439970 9270256 29166750 85066352

- i3 -



Overseas Clecarances of Canadian Vheat and Vheat Fiour - Cont'd.

March april August-ipril
Wheat _ VWheat Vheat vheat Wheat | Theat
Flour 2/ Flour 2 & Flour 2/
bushels bushels bushels
TORIIGN COUNTRIES
Africa
Azores and Madeira ..... 3636 - 11133 - 36459 -
Belgium Congo ®s3sa s 00 9986 - 10561 hy 77?60 T
12974 1 R 699620 349327 25474 - 1884177 4409373*
Fro Nl Africa L BN SN Y ' = 2088 o= 22676 =
Liberia I N N A A R = = - = 9486 -
Portuguese Africa .oc.e. 17212 - 4095 - 60448 -
Spanish Colonies .
(Canary Islands) ..... - - - - 17820 -
isia
Chin& 29 02008008000 e 387162 = 64323 o’ 5861412 =
IP&Q-IP&H do s v eerosve e = 3 - = - 632573
Netherlands E. Indies .. - - - - 180360 -
Portuguese ASi8 .secvesee 1395 - - - 24354 -
Philippine Islands ..... 328500 - 130264 - 2566800 -
Burope
Austria LU U RCRE SR AR BRI I — = = - 85020 I
Belgium coosnvnsnnsonnass 10098 107992 - 649626 123715  3673286*
Czechoslovakia ......... - - - - 41265 -
Denmark es e e s et srsee e 5062 = b o 5580 -3
Finland ¢o 0D e v e dRene e - - - - 3447 e
France S0 e 04000 0eD et b 373355 = - - 698459
Germany e sge o0t e’ = = - 699152 -
GECEC ..o iwe covilio.s o DEINOHS 11200 3600 - 839574 26133*
Italy *e ds v et nesense 848389 = 820818 - 2983090 -
Pieitonliandisi c s Rislelers i spere 2250 - - 33872 2250 3373502
Horway 2000 s en0tes e e 485802 — 167085 = 1410957 1441721
Poland e P32 e st bo0s e e . = = = 61897 =
Portugal LRI BB A 2 B S A S 25637 - 67518 - 172738 655176
sp&in CALEL U B R B I I A A Y ) il = 51 - 13599 b
SWitZSrland LI IS B S S A RS 4590 = - = 4590 1009702
YugO‘SlQVia Ceeecsentane o = = = 2466 -~
North America
COSta Rica Pe et et e 21600 - 21798 = 128470 33333
Cub& P2 P00 s eBPIREE OO e - e 2295 = 48667 3619*
Dominican Republic ..... 9567 - 5450 - 164412 10011
Fro W. Indies e s e s e e 21753 = = - 275904 -
Greenland teesssrens e bl = -* - 35973 ot
Guatemala ¢ s se bR oo v e 17005 - 3659 - 114795 -
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Qverseas Clearances of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour - Concluded.

March April August-April
Wheat VWheat Wheat Wheat I'heat Wheat
Flour 2/ Flour 2/ & Tlour 2
FORYIGN COUNTRI 13 bushels bushels bushels
North .merica - Cont'd.
Haiti 0000 0ETRIOLOPE RGO 15381 - = - 138712 —
Honduras LR N A A N A S R B A ) - - - = 27846 10000
.Iceland SO B LD OEL IO 29903 = 18198 o 185221 -
Mexico €0 0O O P QSO OO e . i 1665 - 8816 =
Netherlands /. Indies .. 8208 - 5301 - 141440 -
Nicar&@ua ee ROt PIONIsOEre 2875 — 977 I— 82368 =
RENaRA- s« v+ s'o0b 0000 0see 17208 - - - 96790 -
Salv&ﬁor SeveeeDsRss e = = 1507 - 32175 16667
St. Pierre & Miguelon .. 900 - - - 10068 -
United 3tates .
For grinding in vomd .. - 24128 - 3/ . 1495544%’
for humen consumption . 2943 9659 4381 5 5%l 135060="
Unfis for human
denslupbicm .. ... - - 1833 - 3 - 280944/
Alaska " easoeraneso s o = T = 670 =
Witeirin Islands cld..e. 1236 - - - 13284 -
South America
BoliVia R N N X - 918 — 918 =
3r321l -------- s oee a0 e 97542 - 42138 = 1926155 1061898*
Colombia ...cocvevecens - 20617 459C 14110 42296 535720%
ECu&dor € 2000 v &N 14022 b 15840 -~ 174213 5?103
French Gui&na C e v ee e i - - T 30960 -
Netherlands Guiana .... 12029 - 2997 - 68632 =
.?eI'u €6 S 92009 RC O O®NS SO 1953 = - 5 10782 328533 .
Venezuela CEC IR BRI N AN I ) 64282 ] 79844 b 1149264 |

Total Foreign Countries . 3356672 898086 1574727 1002461 21995420 19629607

Grand Total Zxported .... 6102090 8156570 5014697 10272717 51162170 104€95959

1/ subject to revision.

2/ Canadian Customs Returns - conversion rate - 4 1/2 wheat bushels = 1 barrel.
3/ U.3.A. imports for April not available.

4/ Revised to include March U.S.i. imports.

¥ Includes send wheat to the following countries: Belgmiwm €9,585 bushels; Brazil
18,666 bushels; Greecce 26,133 bushels; Colombia 215,935 bushels; &Egypt 30,327
bushels and Cuba 3,619 bushels.

- 1% =



Current Wheat Prices - The table below sets out the weekly averages
of both domestic and export prices of western Canadian vheat for the weeks ending
April 26 through May 17. Prices of wheat for domestic use and for export to the
United Kingdom remain unchanged. DPrices of the 'commercial' class--for export to
countries other than the United Kingdom have maintaired a firm tone during the
period under review, with the average for the week ending May 17 down only a half-
cent from the week of April 26,

Average Prices for the weeks ending =

April 26 May 3 May 10 May 17

- cents and eighths per bushel -
Jiheat 1/
(1) Cclass I Domestic
(A) Domestic Use 2/

i ~Hagdl & 96 aen sesesasecsssssnas 155 155 155 155
i NoEHEnRt ¥ S8 viard + o - oo 2 aldaysle 155 155 155 155
2 NOrthern ceeeecesesecssasce 152 52 152 152
3 Northern .sceeveceocscensscs 150 150 150 150
A OTHRCIIL | o5 oe fokerszerete srsrel sic e ls 145 145 145 145
BUMDEr D cvvvaasvesscnsoncesse 142 142 142 142
Humber € .ccoscesevcvosconsne 138 138 138 138
F':Bed S 00 PP R ORCECDOO VSR OOSE S 136 136 136 136
@, e  GARIBY & 55716 = nToaaroneless 150 150 150 150
2l We Gabnet cscaeseondons 148 148 148 148
SUCE | e 1CEBREE 1o1e s1ers s1e1s slajers o 146 146 146 146
1 Alberta Red Vinter ...ccc.e. 165 165 165 165
2 Alberta Winter ...coeceveces 164 164 164 164
3 Alberta Winter .ceceuececas 161 161 NEY 16l
1 C. We Amber DUrum ecceeccsss 165 165 165 165
2 C. We Amber Durum sceeseeso 162 le2 le2 162
3C. We Amber Durum .sccecsco 160 160 160 160

(B) Country Points - 20 cents per bushel under Schedule A.

(2) Class 1I Export
(A) United Kingdom 2/

1l Hard @0 cC 9 e00¢0ee00 8000808 SE 155 155 155 155
s NOT'BHErN sevsvesecocoossasios L5 155 155 155
:14 I\Iorthern 0P & 80808 SO OOSOON O 152 152 152 152
3 NOTLHOIN toersvenneecnnnnns 150 150 150 150
(B) Commercial
1 . I £ - 287 .285/1 284/4 286,/4
1l Northern .s.cesecescseoscasses 287 285/1 284/4 286/4
2 N I et eke e oTe 10 o o  ore otere Shele 284 282/1 281/4 283/4
3 NOTERETN ¢evvvrennnneeennes 282 280/1 279,/4 28l/4
1 C. W. AMber DUTUM eeoo.sses 297 295/1 294/4 296 /4
2 C. Yo AMDEr DUTUM veeserne. 294 292/1 291/4 293/4
3 C. W AbbieP BERWN ... amemas 292 290/1 289/4 291/4

}/ Price - Basis in store Fort William-Port arthur and Vancouver.

+

2/ Plus 3 1/2 cents per bushel carrying charge.
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Flour Milling Situation -  py;ing the rirst nine months of the current
crop year wheat flour production amounted to 21.1 million barrels, exceeding the
output for the same psriod of the previous crop year by l.4 million barrels.
17ith only three months remaining in this crop year, and taxing into consideration
the current high rate of milling, it seems almost certain that a new reccord for
Canadian flour production will be set in 1946-47,

During April 1947 the mills turned out 2.4 million barrels of flour.
Mills reporting operations for April had a total rated milling capacity of 980,880
barrels per 24-hour day and on the basis of a 25-day working period in the month
105.6 per cent of the rated capacity was effective.

Exports of wheat flour (based on Customs returns) during the nine months
of the present season have amounted to 11.4 million barrels as compared with 9.9
m.llion barrels for the same period in 1945-46.

In the following table the record of production and exports during the
past nine years is shown, together with statistics for the first nine months of
the current crop year.

Production and Exports of Wheat Flour

(varrels of 196 pounds)

Crop Year Production Exports
1937-38 secasvecsescsessscatssnone 12,867,728 3,609,656
IIBB-39 scseseesiececodiisoessassose 15, IS 4,604,245
1939-40 .iciveeocccoccoasscccnsace 17,5778, 5l 6,781,367
1940-41 .eucesvsecccccccsccstcnncs 19,675,885 10 2E85 880
IR 42 s Gie ojain s ois o Sheio o/t aioiarnis o 0. 0.0 o 19,905, 741 10,205,778
194243 covens o niie] AN NR g N oo ks > alfs. = 28,1594 BliG N2 NSRS, BIS
1943-44 siuvveecescacosrscscsccanse 24,303,833 13,464,371
1944-45 ..vceciecscnessncsenccnene 24,634,905 15,923,832
A AT S SBISE | F E S 26,435,341 13,788,17¥
1946-47 AUGUSE c.sececnsrcrrscaans 2,158,627 1,977,008
SEELERLEE? .G i s teers o 2,227,748 1,336,125
QCHOBEE +'s ofs e o halaketsloiEle s 2,432,875 985,726
NOVEMBET" '« o Jdoke oiiknrioletoragals o oo 2,018,555 1,368,060
DeCEembEr ocsscesonsosroncne 2,350,040 721,744
JBNUATrY ceccececocssscccce 2,477,865 379, 676
FEeDIUSTY ccvecscosoacooscs 2,212,207 1,230,635
March ts00cccetovsecensnnln 2,354,128 1,556,020
APTil ceececrocvccarooccens 2,399,074 i 4377
D@ = 9 MONGNS " o110 o ehlele sl bl s vl 5o 21,151 RS 11,369,371
Same FPeriod 1945-46 ..eecececceces 19,745,721

9,085,438
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Telegraphic Crop Report - Prairie Provinces =~ The following is

summarized from the telegraphic crop report issued by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics on May 27 covering crop conditions in the Prairie Provinces:

Below normal temperatures have prevailed for the past week throughout
the Prairies and have retarded germination and growth in many districts. Average
precipitation since April 1 has been well below normal in all three provinces
but subsoil reserves have becen adequate to maintain generally good moisture
conditions. Wheat seeding in Manitoba is nearing completion with Saskatchewan
and Alberta reporting wheat seedings 83 per cent and 90 per cent complete,
respectively. More than half of the coarse grain acreace in all three provinces
is now planted. Varmer weather is now required and rains would be helpful,
particularly in some districts where soil drifting has commenced.or is imminent.
Overall crop prospects are considered to be generally satisfactoiy.

Manitoba - fThe general picture in Manitoba is quite good. Vheat
seeding is practically completed and better than 50 per cent of the oats and
barley are in the ground. Some farmers are delaying seeding of flax and coarse
grains in order to obtain a good kill of wild oats which are germinating well.
Growth is generally retarded by about a week to ten days but despite this, grain
is germinating and rooting satisfactorily with early planted wheat up six inches
in some districts. Moisture appears to be ample so far with fair subsoil reserves.
Slight drifting has occurred on finely worked fallows and warmth is now needed,
especially for gzardens and corn.

In the extreme south-west of the province seeding is very well advanced
with wheat completed; 75 per cent of the coarse grains in; and 40 per cent of the
flax. Fall rye is in good condition but the acreage is small. Pastures are only
fair. In the Brandon area seeding is also well advanced but the surface moisture
is reported only fair although subscil moisture is satisfactory. Light frosts
have occurred but no damage is reported. Germination in this area is irregular
and rain and warm weather would be welcome. In the north-central area seeding is
less advanced although early wheat and oats emerged the middle of last week.
Moisture conditions are fairly satisfactory but warmer weather is required. Pastures
have been slow in developing and with supplies of roughage running low, cattle are
in rather poor condition. At pauphin, in the north-west, cool weather is retard-
ing growvth but moisture supplies are ample for germination. Pastures here, too,
ere late and feed reserves are low. Wheat seeding is reported to be 90 per cent
completed with coarse grains now going in the ground.

Sweet clover weevil is reported active in the Portage-Morden areas.
Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 43 per cent below
normal as comparsd with 37 per cent below normal two weeks ago. Mean temperature
for the week ending May 26 was 6 degrees below normal.

Setisugopene] - Very satisfactory progress has been made in the seeding

of wheat and coarse grains during the last two weeks. Over a large area of the
province, especially in the south-eastern, south-central, south-western and west-
central districts, 90 per cent of the wheat seeding has been completed. Coarse
grain seeding is showing good progress in these districts and in central
Saskatchewan. For the province as a whole it is reported that 83 per cent of the
wheat, 58 per cent of the coarse grains and 38 per cent of the flax have been
sown. About 23 -per cent of the wheat acreage is showing green but germination
and growth are slow due to cold, backward weather. This condition has led to
rather serious weed growth in early seeded fields. The soil moisture condition
is generally good to fair. Whereas some soil drifting has occurred in a number
of districts in the south and west, very little damage is reported to date.
Timely and welcome showers in south-central and south-western areas have con-
siderably reduced the soil drifting hazard. Higher temperatures are reguired to
hasten development. =




Manor reports wheat seeding 100 par cent, oats 60 per cent and flax
50 per cent completed with moisture conditions good but considerable infestation
of wild oats. Favourable seeding progress is reported from Fillmore with
germination even and conditicns for weed destruction excellent. Advice from
Indian Head indicates that wheat seeding is almost completed except in the more
wodded area with coarse grain seeding well started. Hay and pasture fields are
reported to be in excellent condition with live stock doing well. Seeding of
cereal grains im virtually completed irn the Scott district and 65 per cent of
the flax acreage has been seeded. sarly seedinzs of wheat show good stands but
effective rains are required for even germination of later seedings and for hay
and pasture fields. This same general condition applies to the west-central
ar3a including Rosctown except that flax seedings here are more nearly completed.

Serious vieed conditions are reported from both the north-west and
north~-east districts. Reports from the north-west indicate a need for rain to
hasten growth of grains. Seeding here is almost completed. Llight rains in the
north-ecast, however, have delayed seeding and only about 60 per cent of the
wheat and 20 per cent of the coarse grains are in,

Some damage by wireworms and pale western cutworms is reported by the
Entomological Laboratory, Saskatoon. The sweet clover weevil is responsible
for some damage in the south-sast. Average precipitation for the provirce since
April 1 has been 27 per cent below normal, as compared with 33 per cent below
normal two weeks ago. Mean temperature for the week ending May 26 was 4 degrees
below normal.

Alberta -  3atisfactory progress has been made with seeding in
Alberta and about ninety per cent of the wheat crop has been sown. Coarse
grains seeding is fifty to sixty per cent completed. Scattered showers and some
heavy rains delayed seeding in some areas. kioisture conditions are generally
satisfactory throughcut the province but rain would be welcome in many districts.
Germination and growth of the new crop have been slow in most districts because
of cool weather.

The crop is furthest advanced in the south-east where seeding is
practicully completed and early wheat is four inches above ground. The topsoil
in this distriet is reported dry and rain will be needed for comrlete germina-
tion of late-sown crops. Fall rye is heading out in the area of Medicine Hat.
Ir. the south-west wheat sesding is nearing completion and good progress has been
mede with coarse grains. Moisture conditions are good to excellent but with
ccol weather arowth is slow. 3Sugar beet seeding is practically completed and
germination is reported fair. Thinning overations are progressing tut some
coneern over labour is reportad.

Seeding is expected to be completed within the week in the central
districts of the province. Vheat seeding is 9C to 95 per cent completed and
secding of coarse grains is well advanced. Harlv-sown wheat is two inches above
ground in the Calgary area. kKoisture supplies are generally adequate and warmer
weather is needed to promote more rapid growth. Good growth of fall wheat and
rye is reported. In the northern districts seeding is well advanced with wheat
reported 85 per cent completed and oats and barley 70 per cent completed.

Seeding is expected to be completed in the Peace River district by the end of the
month. Zmergence of the crops is satisfactory and germination is reported to be
good. Rair is nreded in some areas.

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 18 per

cent below normal as compared with 3 per cent above normal two weeks ago. Mean
temperature for the week ending May 26 was one degree below normal.

= i =



UNITED STATES SITUATICN

High Rate of Zxports Haintuined - sxports of United States grain and
grain products for the month of April are estimated at 1.5 million long tons
(58.1 million bushels). Total exports for the ten months July through April
amounted to approximately 11 million long tons (426.6 million bushels, of which
315.1 million bushels were wheat and flour ejuivalent). Shipment of Nay and
"June allocations should bring the crop-year exports of all grain and grain
produets within a range of some 50C to 550 millicn bushels, of which wheat and
flour eyuivalent should amount to hetween 350 and 360 million bushels. July
expert quotas of 1.4 million long tons (54.5 million bushels) of grain and
grain products have been announced by the United States Department of Agriculture.
These quotas include 17.6 million bushels of vheat and flour in wheat eguivealent. ‘
Muck of the July exports will be destined to the occupied zones in Europe and
the Pacific.

Winter Yheat Prospects gnhanced Since April 1 - The Crop Reporting

Zoard of the United States Department of Asriculture reports that as of May 1

a winter wheat crop of 1,025,789,000 bushels was indicated—about 17 per cent
more than the previous record crop of 874 million bushels produced in 1946.

May 1 indicated production is 53 million bushels above April 1 prospects and
compares with the 1936-45 average of 653,893,000 bushels. The 54,294,000 acres
remaining for harvest is 12 per cent more than last year, 33 per cent more than
the 10-year average, and the largest harvested acreage since 1919.

The acreage not harvested for grain is expected to be 4.6 per cent of
the total acreage seeded last fall, compared with 7.1 per cent last vear and the
average of 14.1 per cent. The seeded acreage is now estimated at 56,941,000
acres, about half a million acres above the estimate published in December 1946.
The prospective yield is 12.9 bushels per harvested acre. This would be third
highest of record and compares with 18.C bushels in 1946 and the average of
16.1 bushels.

Vheat came through the winter in unusually good condition, and pro-
duction prospects improved during April. A fairly large acreage of volunteer
wheat is expected to be harvested in the south-western winter wheat area includ-
ing Texas, Oklahoma, western Kansas and Nebraska and eastern Colorado. ‘inter
loss of acreage is very light in nearly all areas, except in north central
dontana, vhere ice formation caused heavy loss. Only moderate loss of acreage
occurred in Illinols and Kissouri from water standing on low land.

Yield prospects improved during April in most wheat sections. Cool,
wet weather, except in the Pucific north-west, further retarded plant development
and prevented excessive growth. As a result the crop is about 10 days to 2 weeks
behind development at this time last year. 30il moisture conditicns over the
Great Plains area are the best in years. Some shortage of moisture, however, is
developirg in the Low Rolling Plains of Texas, in Idaho, and in the dry land
sections of California and Arizona. A general shortage of nitrogen fertilizers
for the usual top dressing of wheat fields is reported in the south-eastern States.

Record wheat crops are in prospect for several States, including Kansas,

Oklahoma, Texas, Nebraska and Colorado. The May 1 forecast of 263 million bushels
for Kansas exceeds the previous rgcord 1931 crop of 252 million bushels.

30



An official weather report for the week ending May 20 states that
somewhat above normal temperatures had favoured growth and development of small
grains. However, too dry weather was reported in the middle Atlantic and
Pacific States, while too much rain had occurred in part of the Lake Region,
Ohio Valley and the Texas-OCklahoma area. 3eeding of spring wheat was nearing
completion in the leater districts with good stands and colour reported from the
Northern Plains. Early spring wheat was heading short in the North Pacific
States, due to lack of sufficient moisture. Winter wheat evidently remains in
very good to excellent condition and is generally heading in Missouril and Kansas,
and jointing to heading in the Ohio Valley. Dry weather is needed in northern
and north-western Texas for harvesting.

Assuming that production of spring wheat approaches the average level,
and that the May lst winter wheat estimate is realized, the United States seems
almost assured of a total wheat crop of one and a guarter billion bushels.

International Zmergency Food Council Meets - On May 26, in “ashington,

both Secretary of Agriculture Anderson and Dr. D. A. FitzGerald, Secretary-
General of the International Zmergency Food Council, addressed representatives

of some thirty-four nations at the opening session of the fourth meeting of that
group. According to press reports, Mr. Anderson advised importing nations that
because of transportation and other difficulties the United States may export
only about 300 to 350 million bushels of wheat and flour equivalent in the coming
crop year—regardless of the csize of this year's crop. The press reports

Dr. FitzGerald as warning the delegates that in a dozen countries there is grave
doubt as to whether supplies ir sight will bridge the gap until domestic harvests
are available.

On Mey 26 Mr. Anderson made public a letter from himself to Dr. Fitz-
Gerald. In this letter Mr. Anderson pointed to the possibility of another
critical food shortage in the spring and sumer of 1948. If this is to be
averted Mr. Anderson considers that the deficit countries must exert all possible
efforts to collect and distribute for human use the greatest possible quantity
of indigenous food supplies. To assist in achieving their aim, Dr. Anderson
put forward the following proposal:

"I suggest, therefore, that the International imergency Food Council
sponsor a cereals conference with a two-fold objective of:

(a) Explaining the urgent necessity for husbanding indigenous
food supplies and for the most effective programs of
indigenous cereal collection and distribution; and

(b) Discussing the successful features of food management
programs of countries attending the conference and
adopting courses of action that may be taken to insure
maximum collections and orderly distribution of indigenously
produced food supplies.

To be most effective, such a conference should be attended by the llinisters of
Food and Agriculture as well as their immediate administrative officials and
technical experts. It probably should be held in Furope not later than the

middle of July".
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Chicago and Minnezpolis Cash theat - Offerings on the Chicago spot

m:rket have remained sporadic during the period under review,, with most of the
limited arrivals being placed on previous contracts. Cash wheat at Minneapolis
fluctuated ccnsiderably during the month but the underlying tone was strong and
No. 1 Heavy Dark Northern was quoted on May 23 at 272 3/8 to 276 3/8, an
advance of more than ten cents above the april 23 price. During the week end-
ing May 23 trading in cash grain at Kinneapolis was based on July futures, and
took place at premium high, enough to mors than offset price differentials
which prevalled between Lay and July.

The following are the daily cash prices by grades on the Chicago and
Minnoapolis markets:

Chicago - Minneapolis -

Grade Price Grade Price

Boasi ) B None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 262 1/8 - 265 1/8
B4 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 261 - 264
25 2 Red 275 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 263 1/2 - 269 1/2
26 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 264 3/4 - 267 3/4
28 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 255 3/4 - 259 3/4
29 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 252 1/4 - 256 1/4
30 2 Mixed 261 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 256 1/4 - 259 1/4
May AL None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 261 3/4 - 264 3/4
2 2 Nor. Spg. 270 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 259 -~ 261
3 1 Mixed 263 1/2 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 260 - 262
5 " None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 259 1/2 - 262 1/2
6 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 255 3/4 - 258 3/4
77 1 Nor. 3pg. 263 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 259 3/4 - 262 3/4
= None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 263 - 266
9 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 263 1/4 - 266 1/4
O None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 260 3/4 - 263 3/4
i None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 261 3/4 - 264 3/4
13 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 264 1/2 - 267 1/2
lgq None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 274 1/2 - 277 1/2
15 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 264 1/2 - 266 1/2
16 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 256 1/2 - 258 1/2
17 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 261 3/4 - 263 3/4
19 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 262 7/8 - 265 7/8
20 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 265 3/4 - 26€ 3/4
21 1 Hard Vheat 273 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 265 1/8 - 268 1/8
22 None 1l Heavy Dark Nor. 268 - 271
23 2 Red 268 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 272 3/8 - 276 3/8
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Chicago Wheat Futures - All futures have maintained a strong tone
throughout the period under review with bvoth nearby and deferred positions
chalking up substantial gains by the end of the period. One of the principal
strengthening factors is the likelihood of large government ecmergency purchases
of nev. crop wheat for shipment to arcas of Burope vhere food supplies are re-
ported at dangerously low levels. The deferred positions appear to be supported
by both offieial and private reports which indicate that world requirements next
season will be larger than the surpluses likely to be available in exporting
countries. Trade sources anticipate substantial mill demand for new crop wheat
and, despite the prospective record winter wheat crop, it is thought that July
wheat will continue relatively strong, compared with the deferred.

The following are the high points of closing in the wheat futures
market at Chicago for the various contract months:

May June July September December May

_—— ————

- cents and eighths per bushel -

April 24 256,6 2 224/4 216/6 23/2 -

25 261/5 v 230 221 216/ 4 -
26 263/6 B 229/6 221/2 217 b
28 258 - 224/6 218 214/4 -
29 257/4 - 226 218/6 215/2 .
30 259/2 B 225/4 218/4 215 o
May - 1 264 = 226/4 219/2 216/2 v
2 262/6 - 225/2 218/4 215/6 »
3 262 = 224/4 218/2 215 -
5 264/2 - 225 217/2 214/4 &
6 262/4 = 223/6 217 213 -
7 264/2 o 224/6 218/2 215/2 3
8 266/4 a 225/6 219/2 216/4 .
9 265/2 e 225/4 218/4 215/4 -
10 264/4 & 222/4 216/4 214/4 L
12 266 /4 - 225 218 215/2 .
13 268 241 225 218 215/3 r
14 277/7 251 229 221/6 218/6 -
15 276/6 247/6 227 220 217/4 -
16 270 244/4 226 220 217 “
17 270 246/4 229/2 222 218/6 &
19 270/4 247/4 229/2 221/2 218 -
20 275 252/4 234 224/4 222 .
21 275/2 253/4 232/4 223 220 -
22 270 250/6 232/2 221/6 218/6 -
23 - 250,/6 234/6 224/4 221/2 217/6
24 = 252 236/2 225/6 222/4 218/4
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GENTINE 3TTUATICH

Crop Condiviens - sppentine farmers are currently occupied with
preparing land and seeding their small grain crops. Soil conditions are now
raported to be favourable for wheat planting. Heavy rains in April had retarded
work on the land but the addition to subsoil moisture reserves is evidently
considered to more than compensate for the delay. 30 far there are no estimates

available as to the probable wheat acreage.

Zxports Still Lag - While the volume of wheat moving out of the

\rgentine has increased in recent weeks, total shipments to date are rel:tively
low. Broomhall reports that during the period January 1 to May 23 some 26 million
hushels of wheat had cleared from the Argentine. Of this quantity S million
tushels were destined to the United Kingdom, 12 millions to Continental Durope

and 9 millions to other countriss. The exportable wheat surplus for the current
Arzentine crop ysar has been estimated-at 95 million bushels and contracts have

bean reported for almost the full amount.

¥With available stocks in the United States and Canada reaching low
levels maisy nations must look to the Argentine for their wheat supplies for the
aext eight to ten weeks at lsust. With this in mind, Dr. D. A. FitzGerald,
secretary-General of the International Emergency Food Council, recently appealed
to Arzentina to meke deliveries of one million tons of grain per month to
untries threaztened with famine before new crop grain can move from other surplus

yreas. S0 Tar, the rate of shipment has been mich below this level and repre-
santatives of the Argentine grain industry are said to belisve there is small
possibility of reaching an export figure of a million tons a month during June
and July. The country is apparently suffering from internal transportation
difficulties. In addition, farmers are now putting in a new c“oy and a seasonal

Jealing i sovamant' of old guain fhrms Lo export pogitions fa to Ne eXxpactad.

AUSTRALIANR SITUATION

+ o~

s aad Expgoric = :
: ' ‘ A cable received from the Canadian Government
issioner in Melbourne, iustralia, under date of lLiay 15 r=ads in part

'australian wheat stocks at May 3, totalled 72 million bushels. Zxports
during April totalled 8,802 long tons of wheat to New Zealand and 87,658 long
tons of  flour to United Kinsdom, Ceylon, Mauritius and the lMiddle Bast. HExport
sales are still being made on the basis of 16/ ner bushel f.o.b. bulke ..oeeeevse
cieeesess It is expected to sow 15 million acres to vheoat in 1947-48 and
prosnacts npoint to a reasonably good harvest.”

December to April exports of wheat and flour equivalent from Australia
ave e3tlmetsd at about 19 million bushels. Since the exportable surplus for
tie current Australian crop year has been placed at about 40 million bushels
taere would arnpear to have bnon a surplus remaining for export at May 1 of

wimately 21 milling als.
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CALENDAR OF WHSAT EVENTS 1010686615

The International Vheat Conference has not endorsed the proposed I
year draft agreement. Further discussions are to be held by the
International VWheat Council in Washington, in which all 40 countries
represented in London will be asked to participate.

The Indian wheat crop has been privately estimated at 320 millioau
bushels as compared with the 1935-39 sverage of approximately 270
million bushels. India has been a heavy importer of wheat durirg
the past two years and some sources have predicted import regu.ire-
ments from that country of 200 million bushels of wheat for tae
season starting April 1, 1947.
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The Dominion Bureasu of Statistics' survey of Intentions to Plant field
crops indicates that as of April lst, Cenedian farmers intended te
plant approximately 800,000 fewer acras to wheat Iln 194V than wers
planted in 1946.

The Crop Reporting Board of the United Statass Departmeni of Agriculiar:
places the 1947 United 3tates winter wheat arop at 1,025,789 ,000
bushels—on the basis of conditions at May l.

E

The Vartime Frices and Trade Board today placed a limit on tha amount
of flour and other wheat products which ray be milled or processed
for domestic human consurption at 105 per cent of the amount millad
orprocessed in the corresponding period in 1945 (Adminlst-ator's
Order A-2353, effective May 12, 1947).

The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced in the Camadian House of
Commons that between May 15 and June 30 farmers could deliver thelx
wheat with the option of taking cash settlement in 1947, 1948 or
1949—thus allowing producers a choice of three years in whick ta
declare their income (for income tax purposes) from wheat so
marketed.,

United States flour mills reported the production of 27.4 millian
sacks of wheat flour in March according to the Bureau of the ilansus.
This represents an increase of 11 per cent over production in
February and an increase of 32 per cent over March 1946.

Weather and soil conditions in France have been favourable recently
but reports continue to stress the smallness of the wheat acreace.

Rains in the Danube Valley have relieved the drcught temporarily and
improved winter crops.

Advicesfrom North Africa indicate little surplus wheat will be
available from that area this year. Grain crops in Morocco are
zood but the acreage is apparently belcw prawar. Swell crops
are anticipated in Algeria and Tunisia.

The Minister of Trade and Commerce stated in the Canadian Tiouse of
Commons that there will be a payment made this summer on the 1044
wheat participation certificates.

Reports from the Argentine indicate that grain exports are still
lagging. Receipts at the vorts are quite small and the port of
Buenos Alres is sala ©0 be congested with many ves5821i3 asaibing
cargo.

Broorhall reports that the Italian wheat crop 1s now estimeted ot
only 19¢ million vushels as compared with lust yearts crop of

245 millicene and the prewar average of 279 million bushels.
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