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WORLD VHEAT SITUATION 

The Supply Position - A fairly steady flow of shipments from the four 
major wheat exporting countries has been maintained over the past few months. 
Record 1947 wheat crops in the United States and Australia, together with an 
excellent crop in the Argentine, have made It possible to maintain rations In 
Jeficit areas at better levels than had been hoped for earlier in the season. 
'hue Canada's 1947 wheat crop was below average and carry-over stocks at the 
otset of the crop year were very low—nevertheless exports of wheat and flour 
in terms of wheat will be close to the 200 million bushel mark for the current 
crop year. Exoorts of grains from Russia, toc, have not been Inconsiderable. 
It is estimated that, by the end of May, exports of grains and grain products 
from the United States will have amounted to 521.9 million bushels (In grain 
equivalent). This amount includes 432.5 million bushels of wheat and flour in 
terms of wheat. It now appears likely that crop-year exports of all grains and 
grain products from the United States may approach a total of 570 million bushels, 
of which wheat and flour will make up considerably more than 450 million bushels. 

In the light of the favourable factors just outlined some international 
food authorities have gone so far as to forecast an end to the international 
allocation of cereal grains. Any such final decision, however, would likely 
hinge on the size of the United States 1948 winter wheat and corn crops in 
additJo! o satisfactory 1948 harvests in the world's deficit areas. 

Tie Outlook for 1948 - Of immediate interest Is the current condition 
of the world's 1948 winter wheat crops. Reports from the United States are 
relatively optimistic with an official forecast being due on April 9. No 
official forecasts are available from India, but trade reports indicate the 
presence of rust on the wheat crop. It is reported that India will find it 
necessary to import 2 million tons of food grains this year. In an official 
release dated March 18, at Washington, It was stated that "On the basis of 
present Indications and assuming normal weather until harvest, Europe's 1948 
harvest of breadgrains (wheat and rye) will exceed that of the very untavourab].e 
1947 harvest and may equal or possibly exceed 1946 production, but will still be 
considerably below average prewar production. 

The 1935-39 average annual production of breadgrains in EuropS exolud-
ing the U.S.S.R. was 61.6 million long tons; in 1946 production was 47.8 million 
tons, but in 1947 only 39.6 million tons. 

In Its early March preliminary forecast of European food production 
prospects, the Department of Agriculture's Office of Foreign Agricultural 
Relations noted that after a prolonged fall drought which delayed grain seeding, 
abundant rain has fallen since mid-November in most European countries with a 
generally mild winter in almost all growing areas. 



On the whole, crops and pastures are in good condition all over western 
and central Europe. The mild winter and favourable working veather this spring 
have advanced preparatior.s and improved prospects for 1948 spring-planted cropa. 

Temperatures dropped to considerably below freezing about the middle of 
February and remained there for about 10 days over wide areas of northern Europe 
and the Balkans. This cold weather was not everywhere accompanied by snow. 
Reports generally state that the cold spell, followed by milder weather in early 
March, did not cause large-scale damage to grains, and may even have been 
beneficial In checking too-rapid growth. ... Indications are that grain sowings 
increased in the fall of 1947 in France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark and 
Poland, but some known declines are reported in Greece and Belgium. Definite 
estimates of fall-sown grain acruages cannot yet be madó. 

Some cornlaints of damage due to recent excessive rains were reported 
from Portugal and Spain, while Greece indicated some shortage of soil-moisture, 
due to considerable deficiency in precipitation from Septemberto February. Even 
in these countries, however, no definitely unfavourable forecasts have been made. 

In '1orth Africa, reports from Algiers indicate that continued rains raise 
hopes for a good grain crop this year, while Thnisia reported that general rains 
at the end of February have saved the grain crop from further deterioration." 

Recent trade reports have forecast the Italian wheat crop at 232 million 
bushels compared with the 1935-9 average of 279 millions. The yrench wheat crop 
has been placed at about 05 million bushels as against the prewar average of 
287 millions. The 1947 wheat crops in Italy and France amounted to 205 million 
and 150 million bushels respectively, according to the latest estimate available. 

International Vheat Agreement - 	i --_-- 	The February 1948 ssue of this Review 
contained a press report In which was outlined the main provisions of the Inter-
national "lheat Agreement with respect to the duration and scope of the Agreement 
and quantties and prices under the Agreement. Other provisions in the Agreement 
deal with rights and obligations of the signatory countries, enforcement of rights, 
adjustments of obligations, stocks, provision for additional sales, the Council 
(establishment, powers and voting), establishment of committees, finance, 
co-operative arrangements with inter-governmental organizations and relationship 
with other agreements. In all there are 22 articles to the Agreement. 

The rights and obligations deal with the purchases and sales of the 
specified quantities of wheat within the range of prices set out in the Agreement. 
All transactions must be reported to the Council and p'cvision io made for 
adjustment of obligations under unforeseen cIrcumstances such as a crop failui 
in an exporting country or the necessity to safeguard monetary reserves in the 
case of an importing country. In the case of critical need an importing country 
may apply to the Council for aid in obtaining additional quantities. 

Under Article IX of the Agreement, exporting countries agree to ensure 
that stocks of old wheat held, at the end of their respective crop years shall 
not fall below specified quantities. For Canada the quantity is 70 million 
bushels, exclusive of farm stocks; for Australia 25 million bushels, exclusive of 
farm stocks and for the United States 170 million bushels, including farm stocks. 
Stocks may fall below these minima, however, if the Council decides that this is 
necessary in ord.er to provide needed supplies for domestic or export needs. In 
addition to those iainimuiu stocks, exporting countries and certain importing 
countries shall operate price stabilization reserves up to 10 per cent of their 
respective guaranteed quantities. For example, Canada's guaranteed quantity 
being 230 million bushels her reserve will be 23 million bushels. These reserves 
are to be built up at times when the free market prices are below the basic 
minimum prices and are to be sold or utilized when free market prices go above 
the basic minimum prices. 
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The Agreement will be administered by an international Wheat Council of 
which each contracting government is a member. Each government may appoint one 
delegate and one alternate. Delegates to the Council from importing countries 
8hall hold 1,000 votes which shall be distributed between them in the proportion 
that each country's guaranteed purchases bears to the total guaranteed purchases. 
Similarly, exporting countries shall hold 1,000 votes to be apportioned on the 
basis of the distribution of guaranteed sales. 

THE CANADIAN SITUATION 

Initial Price of Wheat to Producers Increased - 
On Thursday, March 25, 

The Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce announced an increase of 
20 cents per bushel effective April 1 in the initial payment made to farmers by 
the Canadian Vheat Board. The increase will be retroactive on all wheat delivered 
by farmers to the Board since August 1, 1945, The Board will proceed "at once" 
with the distribution of cheques covering the retroactive payments. The increase 
brings the initial payment up to the level at which Canada is selling wheat to 
Britain in the second year of the four-year Anglo-Canadian Wheat Agreement. That 
price, fixed at D1.55 per bushel, will advance to 2 per bushel in the third year 
of the agreement, beginning August 1, 1948. The price for the fourth year is still 

. 	to be announced. Funds to cover the retroactive increase in the price to producers 
are obtained out of profits made by the Wheat Board on its sales during the last 
three crop years. 

Supply Position - Exports of wheat and flour in terms of wheat amounted 
to approximately 14.8 million bushels during the month of February, bringing the 
total for the first seven months of the crop year to 112.8 million bushels. During 
the same period last year 126,2 million bushels of wheat and flour were exported. 
An estimated 162.5 million bushels remained on March 1, 1948 for export or carry-
over at August 1, 1948, the and of the current crop year. 

Canadian Wheat Supplies 

1947-48 	1946-47 

- million bushels - 

Carry-over in North America July 31 ,,.......,.....,.,... 84.5 / 	73.8 
New Crop 	 340.8 	413.7 

Total Supply ...................... 	425.3 	487.3 

	

Estimated Domestic Requirements ......................... 150.0 	161.0 

	

Available for Export or Carry-over ................. 275.3 	326.3 

Deduct: 

	

Overseas Clearances of Wheat as Grain Aug.1-Feb.29 .... 74.6 	84.6 
United States Imports of Canadian Wheat ...... ........ . 	0.1 J 	1.8 

	

Total Wheat Exports ...... ...................... .... 74.7 	86.2 

	

Exports of Wheat Flour in Terms of Wheat Aug.l-Feb. 29 .. 38.1 	40.0 

Total Exports Wheat and Wheat Flour 	..... .. 112.8 	126.2 

	

Balance on March 1 for Export or Carry-over ............. 162.5 	200.1 

1/ Subject to revision. 

• 	/ Revised estimate, basis preliminary disposition data. 

3/ U.S. imports August to December amount to 51,657 bushels. January and 
February data not yet available, 

•2 



Farmers' Marketinga - The following table shows primary receipts of 

wheat in the Prairie Provinces for the 1947-48 1/ crop year along with comparative 
figures for 1946-47./ 

Week ending 	Manitoba 	Saskatchewan 	Alberta 	Total 	Last Year 
-t 

- bushels - 

August 1-7 48 9 176 177 9510 579,479 805,165 1 9 680 9387 
14 83,434 807,343 817,263 1 9 708,040 2,396,389 
21 290,330 2,231,980 1 9336 9 799 3,859,109 4,989,464 
28 2.162,249 3,146,592 1 9 122,620 6,431,461 14,707 9 825 

September 4 5,533,798 5 0877,077 2,528,161 13 9 939 0036 19 9 603,983 
U 6 9 686,135 17,788,507 6,955,198 31,429,840 19,206,621 
18 2 9 854,735 14,201 0 062 5 9 865 0 008 22,920 9805 21,565,806 
25 1,188 9 968 4 9460 9 164 1 0 130 9 219 6 9 779,651 16,320,368 

October 2 1 9402,524 9,751 9 555 2,471 9 494 13 9 625,573 10 0246,130 
9 1,539,027 13255,822 6,325,330 21,220,179 12,230,7C 

16 1,043,657 6,809,636 4448 9024 11,999,317 12,347,64 
23 753,541 5,674,298 6,842 9 270 13,270 9 109 17,722,342 
30 628,279 4,294,423 4,871 9 038 9,793740 20,118,778 

November 6 313,817 3,562,227 4,087,957 7,964,001 14,867 9353 
13 282,002 2,372,079 2,449,260 5 9 103,341 12,454,486 
20 475,936 2,371 9 363 1,848,518 4,695,817 9,962 0340 
27 304,864 2,024,829 1,351 9548 3,681,241 4 9 793 0 904 

December 4 231 9402 1,382,463 1,297,186 2,911,051 4 9801 9 991 
II 213,907 1,381,350 1 0 157 9 117 2 9 752 0374 6 9 029,735 
18 148,038 980,874 1,202,851 2,331,763 3,220,314 
24 149,444 817 9046 1 9 096,796 2 9063,286 2 9 979 0468 
31 184,282 7,415 968 9 717 1 6,897,414 2,233 0301 

Tanuary 8 198,646 729 9 522 1,609,711 2,537,879 2 9 778 9 982 
15 226 9 546 1 0 031 9 959 1, W 9 881 2,900,392 3 0 721 0 482 
22 56,047 382,100 1,212 9208 1,650,355 1,798,1 
29 45,044 318,168 1,139 0 508 1,502 9 720 2,498,819 

February 5 71,854 332 9 748 1,013,931 1,418 9 533 1 0 186 0 877 
12 88,807 315,.717 499,128 903 0 852 933 9,378 
19 83,561 221,250 526,825 831 9 637 1 0 816 9968 
28 50,860 170,436 335,346 556,642 2 0336,513 

March 4 76 9 944 319 9 896 436 9 088 832 9 928 2,178 9 755 
11 108,829 344,908 408 0 099 861 9 834 2,646 0 735 
18 95,037 330,866 652 9 018 1 9 077 9 921 2 0 836 9818 

P o t a 1 	- '27,720,720 	108,610 9 183 	69,925,603 	206 9 256,506 259,212,837 

Al Revised. 
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heat Marketins by Crop Districts 1946-47 - Farmers in the Prairie 
Provinces and certain areas of British Columbia marketed 334.6 mIllion bushels 
of wleat during .he 1946-4? crop year according to revised figures compiled by 
the 3tatistics Branch of the Board of Grain Conmiissioners. 

In the following tables, farmers' deliveries are shown by the method 
of mar1eting employed, i.e., through country elevators, directly to Interior 
Private and Mill Elevators, etc. The deliveries to country elevators are, in 
turn, broken down by crop districts and provinces. 

Total Farmers' Deliveries of Wheat 

Prairie Frovinces 	 Total - All Wheat 
bus he is 

Country Elevators ..................................... 	 330,949,817 
Interior Private and Mill Elevators ................... 	 2,989,663 
FlatformLoadings 	................................... 657,514 
Interior Public and Semi-Public Terminals ............ 	 9,068 
From Farms Direct to U.S.A. by Truck Y ............... 	 110498 

To t a 1 .......................... .......... .......... 	 334 9 617 9 560 

Farmers' Marketings Through Country Elevators 

Wheat 
Manitoba 	(Other than Dunim) 	Durum Wheat 	Total Vheat 

- bushels - 

Crop District 1 2,820,613 271 0 309 3,091,922 
5,491,554 286,996 5 11 778,550 
9,813,518 
1,432 0 328 

1 9 651,630 
144 0 313 

11,465,148 
1,576,641 

1,329,954 9 1 416 1 1 339,370 
C 238,512 3,978 242 1 490 
7 5,593 0 758 112,831 5 0 706,589 
8 3,985,514 79,386 4,064,900 
9 2,881,388 28,706 2,910,094 

10 4,426,8?? 1,238 4 9 428 9 115 
11 2,881 9 301 - 2,881,301 
12 684,629 - 684 9 629 
13 1 0 814,958 - 1 9 814,958 
14 355 0 350 - 355 0 350 

P o t a 1 43 1 750,254 2,589,803 46 9 340,057 
Sub-Division Fort Frances 
Station Stratton, Ont. 4,783 - 4,783 

T o t a 1 43,755,037 2 1,589,803 46,344 9 840 

1/ Customs Returns, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
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Farmers' Larket1ns througl Country Elevrtors - Cont'd 

When t 

(Other then Dururn) 	Durum wheat 	Total JI-.eat 
bu. 	bu. 	bu. 

Saskatchewan 

Crop District lk 6,601,886 221,250 6,823 9 136 
lB 6 2 279 1 238 78,585 6 9 357,823 

8,552,235 142,094 8 0 694 0 329 
2B 21,088,357 913,356 22,001,713 

5,382 9 616 245,129 5,627,745 
3AS 6 $ 22,794 748,866 7,271 9 660 
3BN 10,837,676 742 0 869 11 9 580,545 
3B3 2,784,489 503,742 3,288 1 231 

1,182,017 215,113 1 0 397,130 
4B 5,685,939 376,938 6,062,877 
5A 12,822,115 88,882 12,910,997 
513 13,538,797 37,506 13,576,3c 
6A 13,519,869 738,122 14,257,991 
613 9,383 9 932 125,383 9,509 9 315 
7A 15 9 360 9 141 208,932 15,569,073 

4 0 984,915 2 1 452 4,987 9 367 
8A 6,961,807 - 6 9 961 1 807 
SB 9,565,927 8 9 996 9,574,923 

6,033,714 475 6 9 034,189 
9B 4,702,577 230 4 1 702 9 807 

T o t a 1 171,791,041 5,398,920 177,189,961 

Alberta 

Crop District 	1 7,457,067 8,224 7,465,291 
2 10,147,403 2,820 10,150,223 
3 2,368,942 29,620 2,398,562 
4 14,845 0 549 199,695 15,045,244 
5 6,221,270 - 6 0 221 1 27u 
6 15,967,535 5,292 15,972,827 
7 8,390,354 - 8,390 1 354 
8 9,404 9 480 94 9,404,574 
9 1,271,202 - 1,271,202 

10 8,957,533 133 8,957,666 
11 4,825,225 - 4,825,225 
12 420,436 - 420,436 
13 2,217,549 - 2 1 217,549 
14 5,243,335 - 5,243,335 
15 1 0 367 0 816 46 1,367,862 
16 6 9 161,062 - 6,161,062 

T o t a 1 105,266,758 245,924 105 0 512 0 682 

British Columbia 11902,334 - 1,902,334 

G1D TOTAL 322,715,170 8,234,647 330,949,81? 

. 
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'Iheat Visible Supply - The following table slows stocks of Canadian 
wheat in store and in transit in Canada and the United 3tates on I,:arch 18, 1948, 
along with comparative figures for approximately the same date in 1947 and 1946. 

1948 	1947 	1946 
- 000 bushels - 

	

Country Elevators - Eanitoba ............. 3,009 	5,565 	3,125 
Saskatchewan ......... 	 20 9 643 	30,865 	18 9 705 
Alberta .............. 	 22 9 530 	33,950 	18,050 

T o t a 1 ............ 	 46,182 	70,380 	39,880 

Interior Private and Mill Elevators ...... 

Interior Public & Semi-Public Terminals 
Pacific Ports ............................  

Churchill ......... ..................... 

Fort William and Port Arthur , ......... 
In Transit Rail (Western Division) 
Eastern Elevators - Lake ports 
St.. Lawrence and Seaboard Ports 
torageAfloat ........................... 

In Transit - Rail (Eastern Division) 
Tnited3tatesForts...................  
In Transit - J.S.A .......................  

T 0 t a 1 ................................ 

3,135 2 9 820 4 9 772 
1,041 64 1,976 
7 9 104 2,747 7,065 

110 43 1,878 
15,550 14,971 23 9 114 
4 1 493 5,112 5 1 745 
7025 12,615 11,293 
2,731 1,312 8,963 
1 9 919 620 570 
2,028 1,826 3 9 193 
2,684 806 3,662 

532 - 1 1 569 

94,834 113,316 113,680 

Total visible wheat stocks at I.arch 18, 1948 were down over 18 million 
bushels from the levels recorded for the corresponding date in each of the two 
previous years. It will be noted, however, that a much larger pronortion of the 
stocks this year is in seaboard or rear-seaboard positions, while the proportion 
of grain 1v country elevators is considerably less ti - ar was the case in March of 
1947. 

Grading of 7iheat - Fifty-six per cent of ears inspected during the 
first seven months of the current crop year have graded No. 3 rorthern or better 
(excluding toughs in these grades) as against nearly '70 per cent for the same 
reriod of the nrevious crop year. The proportion of toupl - s (all grades and 
v -  rieties) at 29.6 per cent is well above last year's level of 19.7 per cent for 
the corresponding period. 

The followir.g table shows the grading of all cars of wheat inspected 
ciring the seven-month period Aurust to February 1946. Comparable fiEures for 
1947 are also included in the table. It is observed that these inspections include 
a relatively small proportion of old-crop wheat in both years. 

Inspections 

Lugust-Februsry 1948 August-February 1947 
Cars Per Cent Cars Per Cent 

1 Northern 	...................... 6 1 552 6.8 14 9 260 13.0 
2orthern 	...................... 31,408 32.4 49,471 45.3 
3 	florthern 	...................... 17,305 17.8 12,359 11.3 
4Nortbern 	...... 2,966 3.0 2,820 2.6 
Garnet 	........ 185 0.2 501 0.5 
Amber 	Durui. 	..................... 3,875 4.0 2,848 2.6 
Alberta 	Winter 	.................. 6'7 0.7 1,342 1.2 
Tough - All varieties and grades 28,724 29.6 21,572 19.7 
Allothers 	...................... 5,36.4. 5.5 4,183 3.8 

T 	o 	t 	a 	1 	....................... 97,096 100.0 109,356 100.0 
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Wheat Shipments to the Jnited 3tntes - Shipments of canadian wheat to 
the United 7 tates between August 1, 1947 and I'rch 18, 1948 were up about three 
million bushels over the cuantity moved into the itates during the same period 
year ago. rractically all of this grain is scheduled for re-export and all but 
60,577 bushels was moved by vessel to Buffalo and Arie prior to the closing of 
noviation in )ecember. 

The fo11owig tAble sets 
States, by destination: 

out details of wheat shipments to the 'Jnited 

August 1, 	1947 to ::rch 18, 1948 

1948 1947 1946 

By Vessel bu. bu. bu. 

TJ.3.A. l'acific Ports - - 15,000 
Buffalo 	• 	............... 14,266,961 8,442,773 46,948,319 
Chicago 	.................... - - 331,494 
Erie 	........................ 1,155,260 2,948,381 - 	 6,981,861 

rotal - Vessel Jhipients 15,422,221 11,391,154 54,276,674 

y Rail 
U.J.A. Jenboard Icrts - 995,340 6 1 569,985 
Other 	Points 60,577 15 , 40 96,795 

Total - Rail 3hipmer.ts 60,577 1,010,758 - 6 1 666,780 

GRA1D TOTAL 	................... 15,482,798 1,401,912 60,943,454 

Rail Loverient of ,Thent to Laritime Torts from L1ce & St. Lawrence Forts- 
Rail shipments from Bay, Lower Lake 2nd it. Lawrence Ports to Inritime Forts from 
the beginning of tLe current crop year to parch 18 arrourtted to just over nine 
million bushels. Voverent during the some oc'riod of 1946-47 was 9.7 million 
bushels. 

The following table shows a breakdown of these shipments by port of 
:eperture: 

ugust 1, 1947 to 	August 1, 1946 to 
Irc1. 18, 1948 	1nrch 20, 1947 

- bushels - 

Collingwood 	........................ 790,146 
idland 	............................ 4,084,468 3,690,459 

Owen 	3ound 	......................... 729,479 508,998 
Port LcNicol1 	...................... 2,129,024 3,347,444 
Goderich 	........................... 233,514 122,658 
Sarnia 	.......................... 348 9 217 1,608 1 813 
ialkerville 	.................... - 71,622 
Port 	Colborne 	................... 339,496 66,100 
Toronto 	.......................... 68,369 - 

Kingston 	........................... 270,000 - 

Prescott 	.......................... 8,712 - 

Lontrea1 	........................... 4,706 1,496 

T 0 t a 1 .......................... 9,006,133 	 91739,868 



Rail Loverient from Fort i11ioi;-Port rthur - Shipments of wheat from 
the Lakehead during February dropped to 1.9 million bushels, just slightly more 
than the amount moved in the same month of 1947. .:ost of the wheat moved by rail 
from the Lakehead in February went to Laritime ports for export. 

Rail shipments of wheat from the Lakehe.3d month-by-month during the 
riast four crop years are shown in the following table: 

1947-48 	1946-47 	1945-46 	1944-45 

- bushels - 
.ugi.ist . . . . . . ........ . 
3eptember .... ........ 
October ..... ..... 
November ........ 
Deceaber •O..e•* •0Q 

January . . . . ....... . 
Febr ry ...............  
1arch 
April ..................  
:ay .................. 
,Tune ................. 
July ... o.............  

Total - 12 months 

90,573 
91,366 175,773 57 1 533 169,603 

131,290 255,754 73,776 86 9 571 
100,562 256,249 99,197 97 0 512 
691,223 1 9 601 9 883 2,280,636 1,236 9 339 

3,143,984 2 9 462,002 4,533,707 1,936,038 
1 9,851,773 1 0 816,087 1 9 127,764 764,629 

1 9 711,013 2,223,266 1,091,909 
566,006 1,015,730 196,042 
361 9 386 536,462 66,154 
241,495 920,233 58,642 
123,145 130 2 276 52,726 

9,758,598 	13,021,835 	5 1 848,056 

The grades of wheat shipped during February 1948 and the provincial 
distribution of this rail movement are shown in the following table: 

Frince 
Ontario 	'uebec 	New 	Nova 	Edward 

f3runswick 	Scotia 	Island 
- bushels - 

1 Eard ...................... 
iNorthern. .............. 
2 Northern .................. 
3 Northern ................ ,0 

4Northern .................. 
Nc. 5 ........... .......... 
No. 6 ....................... 
Tough 2 Northern ... ....... 
Tough 3 Northern 
Tough 4Northern . ..... 
ToughNo. 5 ........ ..... 
Tough No. 6 ....... 
4Gpecial .................. . 
Smutty 3 Northern ......... 
Tough Sumtty 2 Northern 
Rejected No. 5 Nixed Heated 
Tough Rejected 3 Norrn HxdNtd. 
Tough Sample heated 
2 c.;. Garnet 
3 C.W.A..D. ..... ............. 
4 C....A.D. ................ • 0  

Rejected 2Ci.A.D. 
2 C.W. Soft White Spring 
1 A.R.W. ............. ....... 
2 A.W. 	..... . .............. 
3 A.W..... ............ ...... 

To t a 1 ........ .......... 

GRAND TOTAL ......1 851, 773 

	

3,000 	- 	- 	- 	- 
- 	- 	- 	136,000 	- 
- 	- 	34,000 	26,000 	- 
- 	- 	- 	160,000 	- 

	

30,767 	46,200 	3,000 	2,267 	1,5C0 

	

4,933 	9,667 	- 	- 	- 

	

1,000 	- 	- 	- 	- 
- 	- 	659,500 	- 	- 

	

A fl C/CS 	1 A 0 nfl 
- - '±i(,L)LiV  

2.633 39,400 1,500 - 	 - 

13,367 26,200 1,133 1,500 	1 1-500 
2,000 2,000 - - 	 - 

12,000 9,000 - 3,000 	- 
- 536 - - 	 - 

- 1,900 - - 	 - 

1,133 - - - 	 - 

1,571 1,133 - - 	 - 

2,267 1,133 - - 	 - 

8,000 - - - 	 - 

1,167 - - - 	 - 

1,133 - - - 	 - 

1,500 - - - 	 - 

1 9 733 - - - 	 - 

6,000 - - - 	 - 

3,000 - - - 	 - 

1,500 - - - 	 - 

124 9 704 137,169 1,111,133 475,767 	3,000 



133,7p2 151 9 147 
145,469 174,173 

23,826 31,710 
24 9 754 32,757 

6,137 9,332 

	

31 1 832 	38 0 490 

	

365,720 
	

437,609 

Freight Assistance Shipments - The Quantity of wheat on which freight 
3ubsidy was claimed during January amounted to 1.1 million bushels. The total 
movement indicated for the first half of the current crop year lags more than a 
million bushels behind shipments for the corresponding perlodof 1946-47. Consider- 
ation.must, however, be given to the fact that the filing of late claims for 
assistance under the plan will necessitate upward revisions, particularly in the 
current figures--thus narrowing the gap between shipments in the periods under 
review. 

The provincial distribution of freight-assisted wheat shipments is shown 
in the following table, by months, with comparative figures for the crop year 
1946-47: 

1947-48 Ontario Quebec 'ew 
Brunswick 

I'Tova 
Scotia 

Prince 
Edward 
Island 

British 
Columbia 

Total 

- bushels - 

August 630,495 520,857 59,503 51,185 26,023 320 1,038 1 1-608 9 101 
3eptember 1,559,857 864,758 84,987 89,493 22,472 365,137 2,986,704 
uctober 953,017 1,076,123 92 9 247 114,385 31,588 390,743 2 0 658 9 103 
ovember 638,063 476,828. 54,192 77,000 25,065 317,877 1,589,025 

W 	:ecember 634,053 425 1 355 56,480 43 9 322 14,922 213,543 1,387,675 
Jinuary 606,910 323,748 26 0 933 28,223 20,522 132,628 1,138,964 

T o t a 1 5,022,395 3,687,669 374,342 403,608 140 9 592 1,739 9 966 11,368 9 572 

Same Period 
1946-47 4,964,633 4,130,572 477 9 677 582,775 252 1-905 2 9 325,884 12 1 734,446 

Freight-assisted shipments of millfeeds for the first half of the current 
crop year at 366 thousand tons are down some 7 thotr.d tons from movements during 
the same period last year. While late claims wL.i uccasion upward revisions of the 
current data, decreased production of milifeeds will adversely affect shipments and 
it is expected that movement of milifeeds throughout 1947-48 will be significantly 
lower than the level reached in 1946-47. 

The provincial distribution of milifeeds under the freight assistance 
plan is shown in the following table. One colurrinof fiure covers the first six 
mcnths of the present crop year and the other the corresponding period a year ago. 

August 1, 1947 to 	&ugust 1 1946 to 
January 31, 1948 	January 31, 1947 

- tons - 

Ontario . . . .................... * 

,uebec ........................... 

New Brunswick .................... 

Nova Scotia ............ .......... 

Prince Edward Island .... ....... 

British Columbia ................ 

To t a 1 ................... 

- 11 -. 



Lonthly Export Clearances, Etc., in Comparison with the Customs Exports of 

Wheat and Wheat Flour 

Overseas U.S. Imports 	/ Customs Customs 
Clearances of Canadian Exports of Exports of 
of Canadian Wheat for Canadian Total 	wheat and 
wheat Consurption and Theat Flour Vheat Flour 

illing in Bond 
- 000 bushels - 

J. 	'±)-'*O 

Au'ust 35,358 1 0 114 4,979 41,451 48,074 
september 26,645 1 9 143 4 9 294 32,082 34 1 428 
October 37 0 551 1,265 4,789 43,605 36,139 
November 29,679 2,139 4 9 501 36 1 319 42,617 
December 20,163 1,582 4,344 26,089 42,443 
January 19 1 984 1,968 5,125 27,097 20,373 
February 19,592 351 5,111 25,054 14,959 
March 22,760 587 4,690 28,057 20,075 
April 16,220 559 6 9 651 23,430 20,095 
May 15 9 131 465 7,507 23,103 23 9 003 
June 16,161 754 4 9 791 21 9 686 14,718 
July 6,471 386 5 9 275 12 0 132 18,910 
T 0 t a 1 265,735 12 0 333 62,037 340 9 105 336,034 	-- 

1946-47 
August 5,981 227 8,896 15,104 17,339 
September 10,134 241 5 9 563 15,938 11,338 
October 12,478 437 4,436 17,351 23,653 
November 20,494 441 6,156 29,091 23,008 
Decexber 10,815 124 3 1 248 14,187 17 1 488 
January 14,303 77 6 9 206 20,588 20,406 
February 10,439 75 5,538 16,052 13 0 639 
11arch 8 9 121 31 6,102 14,254 14,085 
pri1 10,273 4 5,015 15 9 292 12,152 

May 17,803 1 10,385 28,189 28,701 
June 22,192 5 10,537 32,734 31 9 594 
July 18 0 354 9 7,386 25,749 26,404 
T o t a 1 161,387 1,672 79,470 242,529 239,807 

1947-48 	/ 
uut 9,601 2 6,956 16,559 18,140 

3epteraber 9,362 12 5,817 15,491 15,990 
October 9,660 35 7,123 16,838 17,204 
1ovember 12,006 1 5,389 17 $ 96 22 1 763 
December 7,480 2 4,912 12,394 20,717 
January 15 0 175 4,460 19,635 15 31 962 
February 11,296 3,464 14,960 10,743 

T o t a 1 74 1 600 52 38,121 112,773 121 1 519 

/ U.3.r. official figures 

/ Subject to revision 

/ U.S.A. imports for January and February not available. 

. 
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overseas Cloirenc's of Cnnndian 	Theat end 	!heat Flour (including tY.3.. 
Impprts) Auut 1947 to ?ebrury 1948 - 	 The following statistics on monthly overseas 
c1ernces have been compiled by the 	tatisticn1 Branch of the Board of Cram 
Commissioners: - 

'EBRURY JMT.TARY AUCUJT 	- FiflRUARY 
Wheat dheat 	1 

'.iheat ,,he-t heet .Je3t &/ 'lour Flour !/ Flour 1/ 
BRITI371 - bushels - - bushels - - b'she1s - 

Jnited Lirigdom 2,424,101 	9,944,405 2,929,140 14,157,895 0,547,027 65,735,691 
Eire 	............... 59,764 	- 71,834 	- 943,002 
Africa 
Br. ]ast Africa - 	 - 947 4,783 - 

Br. South Africa • - - 1,818 - 

Br. west Af'rics 
Gambia 	............ - 	 - 1,166 	- 1,166 - 

Gold 	Coast 	...... s. 4,068 	- 6,052 	- 44,766 - 

Nigeria 	.......... - 	 - 3,892 	- 4,743 - 

ierra Leone 4,590 	- 5,508 	- 54,576 - 

.der 	.............. - 	 - - 	 - 450 - 

:-ong-or 	......... 6,129 	- 63,729 	- 107 1 388 - 

:ndia 	............. 19,467 	- - 	 - 3,16,809 - 

Palestine - 	 - - 	 - 9,162 777,785 
Europe 
Gibraltar - 	 - - - - 

I:a1ta 	............. - 	 16E,000 - 	 334,056 - 1,587,829 
North America 
Bahamas 	........... 5,283 	- 26,095 	- 150,241 - 

Barbados 	....... 10,953 	- 42,237 	- 271,058 769 
Jamaica 	............ 42,863 	- 293,013 	- 955,463 16,273 
St. Vincent - 	 - - 	 - - 10 
Trinidad-Tobago 157,356 	- 203,603 	- 1,306 1 751 - 

Other Br. 	. Indies 41,161 	- 71,797 	- 394,159 - 

Bernuda 	.......... 7,938 	- 6,147 	- 66 9 276 - 

r. Honduras - 	 - 3,010 	- 25,425 - 

:.ewfoundland e5,e24 	- 112,365 	- 1,128,424 - 

W 	;uth America 
r. Guiana 53,919 	- 101,120 	- 500,900 - 

TOTAL B!UTISH E1RE 2,923,416 10,112,405 3,941,455 14,491,951 30,434,387 68,118,355 

FCRI 	C0t7,TES 
Africa 
Azores & I:adeira 2,799 	- 5,963 	- 40,343 - 

Belgian Congo 4,950 	- 2,012 	- 15,260 - 

Egypt 	............. - 	 - - 	 - 143,496 1,71€,131 
Liberia - 	 - - 	 - 5,706 - 

Portuguese Africa 4 9 545 	- 12 0 614 	- 52,660 - 

s ia 
China 	............. - 	 - - 	 - 14,274 - 

Iraq-Iran - 	 - - 	 - 339,000 
Philippine Islands 34,281 	- 611897 	/ 	- 500,354 - 

Portuguese Asia - 	 - - 	 - 18,797 - 

Syria 	.............  - 2,151 	- 325,476 - 
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10,73l/ 
9r/J 

40 

Overseas Clearances of Canadian wheat and heat Flour - concluded 

UJT - FBWRY 
I1Ct ,, 	VIheat / 	,, Wheat 	 Wheat / 

--C, 'ZE1X C(.TJ1TUES 	 - bushels - 	- bushels - 	- bushels - 
Europe 
Austria ............. 

Beli 	. .......... . 
De nina rk ............. 

France ....... . . . . . 

Germany ............. 

Greece ..............  

Iceland ............. 

Italy .............. 

Netherlands 
Norway . 	. . . . . . . . . 
Portugal • • • . • • • 
Switzerland 
orth America 
Costa Rica 
Cuba ................ 

Dominican Republic 
French 'Jest Indies 
Guatemala ........... 

Haiti............... 
Honduras 
ethcrland.s J. Indies 

Nicaragua . ...... 
Panama .............. 

Salvador ............  

St. Pierre-Micuelon 
United States 
For grinding in bond. 
For human consumption 
Unfit for 

human consumption / 
Alaska . .......... 
Virgin Islands ...... 

South America 

- - 	 - - 	 29,074 	- 
- 492,966 	22,955 336,000 	348,282 	2,393,491 
- - 	 - - 	 16,596 	- 
- - 	4 1 941 - 	 672,062 	- 
- - 	172,953 - 	 281,678 	- 
-. - 	 - - 	 19,134 	- 
- - 	5 1 522 - 	 50,535 	- 

6,885 - 	 2,758 - 	 1 9 782,288 	- 
- 690,666 	27,000 347 9 200 	249,075 	2,033,333 

172,238 - 	 52 9 411 - 	 951,727 	- 
- - 	 - 

- 	 30,803 	- 
25 1 191 - 	 - - 	 134 1,537 	- 

13,185 - 	 5,877 - 	 77,720 
22,955 - 	 - - 	 222,224 
15,309 - 	 9,905 - 	 89,704 
23,868 - 	 1,886 - 	 131,486 	- 
9,383 - 	 4 0 819 - 	 46,053 	- 

32,323 - 	 3,330 - 	 65,151 
918 - 	 2,525 - 	 12,159 	- 

11,691 - 	 8,973 - 	 92,146 	- 
2 1 772 - 	 517 - 	 11,425 	- 

9,297 - 	 6,543 - 

918 - 	 2,758 - 	 6,659 	- 
2,556 .. 	572 - 	 9,297 	- 

- 	4 	- 
76 	 225 	±1 	702 

- 	- 	- 	- 	508 
- 	- 	- 	- 	5 9 661 

Brazil 	............ 33,233 	- 40,392 	- 494,456 	- 
Colombia 688 	- - 	 - 111 0 595 	- 
Ecuador 	............ 12,051 	- 2,754 	- 39,694 	- 
French Guiana 7,807 	- 4,000 	- 11 0 807 	- 
Netherlands Guiana 11,880 	- 9,760 	* 56,582 	- 
Peru 	................ - 	 - 1 0 998 	- 7,740 	- 
Venezuela 	........... 72,286 	- 39 1,051 	- 443,254 	- 

TOTAL FREI( COWITRIES 	540,085 1,183,632 	519,062 	683,200 7 1 686,593 6,33,612 

GIWTD TOTAL 	CRTED 	3 9 463,501 11,96,037 4,460,517 1J75J1 38,120,980 74,651,967 

Canadian Customs Returns - conversion rate 4- wheat bushels ecuals 1 birre1, 

/ Subject to revision. 
/ Previously reported to Puert3 idco now advised to be Philippine Islands. 

±/ United States Imports for January and February not available. 
/ Source: United 3tates Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census. 
/ Revised to include 2,145 imported Jecember. 



Current Wheat Prices - The table below sets out the weekly averages of 
both domestic and export prices of western Canadian wheat for the weeks ending 
March 6 throughMarch 27. The prices for domestic use, for export to the United 
Kingdom and the initial price to producrs have remained unchanged during the 
period covered. On March 25, however, it was announced that effective April 1, 
the initial price to producers will be inéreaed by 20 cents per bushel to 1.55 
per bushel. The 20 cents increase is retroactive and will be applied to all wheat 
delivered to the Board during the crop years 1945-46, 1946-47 and up to April 1 
of the current (1947-48) crop year. 

The price of 'commercial' wheat for export to countries other than the 
United Kindom has held quite steady during the last three weeks of the period 
under review. The average prices for the weeks ending March 6, l., 20 and 27 for 
No. 1 Northern were 276/1, 266/7, 265/5 and 266/3 respectively. 

Note:- 	The prices qq0ted for domestic use and for sale to the United 
Kingdom include carrying charges of 3 1/2 cents per bushel. 

Average Prices for the weeks ending: 1/ 	J 
March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

(1) Class I Domestic - cents and eighths per bushel -. 
(A) Domestic Use 
lHard ......................... 158/4 158/4 158/4 158/4 
I Northern 	............ 158/4 158/4 158/4 158/4 

155/4 .155/4 155/4 155/4 
3 Northern 	......... 153/4 153/4 153/4 153/4 
4Northern................., 150/4 150/4 150/4 150/4 
Number S 145/4 145/4 145/4 145/4 
Number 6 	.......... 141/4 141/4 141/4 141/4 
Feed 	............, 139/4 139/4 139/4 139/4 
1 C. 	W. 	Garnet 	................. 153/4 153/4 153/4 153/4 
2 C. W. Garnet 151/4 151/4 151/4 151/4 
3 C. 	W. 	Garnet 	. .............,., 149/4 149/4 149/4 149/4 
1 Alberta ked Winter 	... ....... 158/4 158/4 158/4 158/4 
2 Alberta Winter 	.............., 157/4 157/4 157/4 157/4 
3 Alberta Vlinter 154/4 154/4 154/4 154/4 
1 C. N. Amber Durum 158/4 158/4 158/4 158/4 
C. W. Amber Durum 155/4 155/4 155/4 155/4 

'5 C. W. Amber Durum 153/4 153/4 153/4 153/4 • 	
(B) Initial Price to Producers - 23 1/2 cents under Schedule A. 

(2) Class II Export 
(A) United Kingdom 
1 Hard 	...... .......... lb 	'4 158/4 158/4 158/4 
1 Northern 1b/4 158/4 158/4 158/4 
ENorthern..........,,....,, 155/4 155/4 155/4 155/4 
3 Northern 	............... 153/4 153/4 153/4 153/4 
(B) Commercial 
lHard ...... ...... ........... 276/1 266/7 265/5 286/3 
lNorthern ........... ........, 276/1 266/7 266/5 266/3 
2 Northern 	.. ......... 273/1 263/7 282/5 263/3 
3Northern ......... . ... .., 271/1 261/7 260/5 261/3 
1 C. W. 	Amber 	Duruzu ..........., 276/1 266/7 265/5 266/3 
2 C. N. Amber Durum 273/1 263/7 262/5 263/3 
3 C. W. Amber Durum 271/1 261/7 260/5 281/3 

1/ Source: Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners, Fort William. 

2/ Price - Basis in store Fort William-Port Arthur and Vancouver. 
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Grain and Surrnerfa11ow Acreages i:I tne 'rairie Provinces, 1946 and 1947 

Editor's Note 	With the 1948 seeding season close at hand a number of 

our readers have requested publication of a statement setting out the acreages 

seeded by crop districts in the Prairie Provinces in the last two years. In 

res-onse to these requests the latest estimates of these acages are provided 

herewith. (The Bureau's release on intentions to Plant Field Crops-for harvest 

in 1948-will be released this year on May 13, and will be reported in the ay 

issue of the Monthly ieview of the Wheat Situation). 

Seeded Acreages of Principal Grain Crops and Summerfallow by Crop Districts, 

Prairie Provinces, 1947 

Province 	
Crop 	

Wheat 	Oats 	Barley 	Fall 	Spring 	Flax- Sunnier- 

District 	 Iye 	Rye 	seed 	fallow 

- 000 acres - 

ANITOBA 	1 217 82 65 3.0 0.3 114 149 

2 357 149 262 2.0 0.2 66 280 

3 679 343 533 8.0 0.5 138 44 

4 30 15 25 0,6 - 6 20 

5 107 70 103 1.0 0.1 14 70 

6 25 33 23 1.0 0.2 6 22 

7 302 146 203 4.0 0.3 54 315 

8 197 117 139 4.0 2.0 50 197 

9 137 90 108 1.0 - 65 164 

10 192 134 182 0.9 - 6 254 

11 117 83 108 1.0 1.1 17 135 

12 37 39 49 0.5 - 7 41 

13 65 44 65 4.0 1.8 1 66 

14 - 35 36 36 1.0 1.5 12 50 

Provincial Total 2,497 1,381 1,901 32.0 8.0 556 2,187 

SASKATCFWAN 1A 483 251 183 9.4 0.5 128 344 

lB 356 211 133 5.0 1.1 29 344 

2A 583 163 95 3.2 0.1 51 448 

2B 1,110 155 117 9.9 1.5 21 746 

3AS 968 147 156 22.7 2.2 68 666 
569 76 97 37.1 4.6 8 517 

3DB 669 72 147 20.4 2.0 9 666 
3BN 1,081 96 139 69.9 11.0 87 723 

4A 341 48 75 72.0 8.4 16 333 
4B 683 20 47 132.7 8.3 38 321 

5A 697 335 203 24.9 5.1 9 723 

SB 669 426 234 9.6 12.2 5 735 

6A 1,236 307 156 12,2 5.3 64 930 

6B 1,081 243 164 40.9 22.2 16 712 

7A 1,096 104 92 12.2 1.1 123 815 

7B 640 370 67 18.9 13.7 5 551 

8A 313 195 209 4.3 1.6 8 367 

8B 598 187 200 4.7 7.8 7 494 

9A 612 346 183 15.6 41.1 7 586 

9B 441 251 83 11.4 17.2 1 459 

Provincial Total 14,226 3,983 2,780 537.0 167.0 700 11,480 
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Seeded Acroages of Principal ~rain rops and 3unerfailow by Crop Districts, 

Prairie Provinces, 194? 

Province 	crop 	e a t 	Oats 	Barley 	Fall 	Spring Flax- 3wmer- 
1)istrict 	 kye 	!ye 	seed 	fallow 

- 000 acres - 

ALBTA 	1 763 33 64 44.8 8.5 32 612 
2 451 56 64 8.0 1.2 28 462 
3A 140 5 9 21. 3 98 
3B 166 28 26 (10.8 42 52 
4 730 73 87 24.1 8.2 46 629 

5 584 109 52 11.4 38.0 20 393 
6 869 218 287 40.7 5.5 26 808 
7 690 287 108 13.6 36.2 5 514 
8 477 340 414 17.3 5.8 5 571 
9 72 81 200 3.4 0.1 - 185 

10 611 400 275 5.3 10.6 9 525 
11 179 261 311 1.1 0.8 - 260 

. 	

12 33 28 19 0,2 - - 35 
13 140 101 101 0.7 1.6 - 115 
14 218 177 280 1.3 2.5 5 208 
15 93 74 24 0.1 - 5 52 
16 385 248 31 3.4 1.2 28 237 
17 33 15 2 - - 3 17 

Provincial Total 2534 
2,354 197.0 131.0 257 5773 

Seeded Acreages of Principal train Crops and 3urnmerfallow by Crop Districts, 
Prairie Provinces, 14ö 

Province 	
Crop 

neat Oats Barley 
Fall Spring Flax- Suznor- 

District ziye ye seed fallow 

000 acres - 

• 51 ? 58 2.0 0.2 57 174 
150 250 0.5 Od 3 17 320 

3 600 657 486 2.2 0.3 82 546 
4 31 16 23 - - 4 26 
5 112 72 96 0.8 0.3 9 104 
6 25 33 17 0.6 - 3 27 
7 297 158 163 3.1 0,5 35 369 
8 185 124 136 1.8 1.1 22 213 
9 134 99 103 0.2 02 35 173 

10 200 141 144 0,5 0.8 3 281 
11 122 85 90 0.2 0.9 8 164 
12 44 41 4' 0.1 0.2 4 48 
13 55 42 64 2.7 0.7 1 74 
14 32 34 24 0.3 07 4 52 

Provincial Thtal 2,522 1,439 1,697 15.0 6,0 304 2,576 
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797 34 35 35.2 3.8 6 638 
528 66 37 6.3 0.5 6 429 
162 7 4 10,2 2.3 1 117 
151 29 20 6,8 2.6 13 78 
796 88 72 18.9 3.7 10 622 
589 117 23 9,0 17.0 6 442 
906 275 234 32.0 2.5 8 810 
706 294 57 10.7 16.4 1 592 
527 367 310 13.6 2.6 1 549 

84 96 176 2.6 0.1 - 145 
622 423 202 4.1 4.8 2 561 
218 285 260 0.9 0.4 - 258 
30 33 20 0.2 - - 35 

150 101 74 0.6 0.7 - 143 
235 206 216 1.1 1.1 1 238 
91 64 18 0.1 - 1 60 

387 254 25 2.7 0.5 4 278 
34 15 2 - - 2 19 

ALBITA 1 
2 
3A 
3B 
4 
5 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

3eeded Acrees of ?ri 	Jrain Cros an 3ur'.ierfal1ow by Cror Districts, 
prairie Provinces, 1946 

province 	Crop 
District 

iheat Oats Barley Fall 
Rye 

Spring 
"ye 

F1ix- 
seed 

Surier-
ficw 

- 000 acres - 

3A3KATC1VIAN 	IA 500 253 138 4,4 0.5 140 362 
lB 352 237 119 2.3 1.0 12 380 
2A 626 159 90 1.5 0.1 44 421 
2B 1,068 190 113 4.6 1.4 8 802 
3AS 906 163 138 10.6 2.0 82 717 
3AN 536 91 95 17.3 4.3 12 500 
3B8 606 92 171 9.5 1.9 4 676 
3BN 1,091 112 81 32.6 10.2 33 821 
4A 321 57 103 33.6 7.8 6 342 
4B 728 26 44 62.4 7.7 15 404 
5A 718 358 142 116 4,7 5 
58 666 427 192 4.5 11,3 3 687 
6A 1,247 356 133 5,7 4.9 15 1,008 
68 1086 270 126 19.1 20,6 18 74r 
7A 1043 110 50 5.7 1.0 43 846 
70 665 397 47 8.8 12.7 5 586 
8A 323 176 173 2.0 1.5 3 315 
8B 596 212 162 2.2 7.2 3 521 
9A 654 34? 141 7.3 38.2 3 548 
9B 474 296 59 5,3 16.0 1 394 

Provincial Total 	14,226 	4,329 	2 9 317 	251.0 	l5b,0 	455 	11,835 

Provincial Total 
	

6,983 	2,754 	1,783 	155.0 	59.0 	62 	6,014 
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Flour Lilling Situation - Production of wheat flour in Canadian mills 
for the month of February amounted to 1,799,279 barrels a decline of roughly 
90,900 barrels from January millings. 

Total wheat flour production for the first seven months of the current 
crop year is 1.4 million barrels below output for the corresponding period of the 
1946-47 crop year. The smaller 1947 wheat crop has resulted in lowered supplies 
available to millers and flour production is expected to remain below last year's 
level at least until the 1948 crop is harvested. According to Custoiv.s returns, 
an amount of flour equivalent to 57 per cent of the total flour produced in the 
August-February period had moved into export channels by the end of February. 

Mills reporting operations in February had a total rated milling 
capacity of 99,040 barrels per 24-hour day and on the basis of a 24-day working 
period in the month, 75.7 per cent of this was effective. 

In the following table the record of production and exports of flour 
during the past ten years is shown together with statistics for the first seven 
months of the current crop year. 

Iroduction and Exports*  of Wheat Flour 
(barrels of 196 pounds) 

Crop Year Production Exports 

1937-38 ......................... 12,867 9 728 3,609,656 
1938-39 .......................... 15,197,297 4 1 604,245 
1939-40 ......................... 17,778,311 6,781,367 
1940-41 .......................... 19,575,833 10,288,827 
1941-42 .......................... 19,905,741 10,205,778 
1942-43 ....................... 23,590,516 12,575,215 
1943-44 ........ 24,303,833 13,464,371 
1944-45 ......................... 24 9 634,905 13,923,832 
1945-46 .......................... 26,435,341 13,786,177 
1946-4? ...... 28,518,602 17,660,109 

1947-4 .u;ust 	.................. 2,412,394 1,545,784 
September 	.............. 2,481,189 1,292,628 
October 	......... 2 1 531 9 1C4 1,582,906 
November 	............... 2,159,483 1,197,563 
December 1,691,610 1,091,555 
January 	.................. 1,889,350 991,226 
February 	........... 1,799,279 769,667 

Total - 7 	months 	................. 14,964,409 8,471 0 329 

Same Period 1946-47 	.............. 16,377,917 8 1 898 9 574 

* Based on Customs returns. 
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TIlE UlIT:D STA'IES SITUATION 

Sprin; Seeding Intentions and 1948 Outlook - : re:rt issued o. 

9 by the (rcp io.orting I3onrd of the Unitc States Department of Agriclturc 
ixidctes that the i4L acreage of all srin 	neut in the Lnitcd States will b 
about the same as la3t year-19,789,000 acres cerinared with 19,879,0CC acres 
planted last year according to furmers reported intentions. A total planted 
acrea;e of all wheat of 78,437,000 acres is indicated by combiiiing the jrospectivo 
acreage of spring wheat with the winter wheat acreage as estimated last Deccriber. 
This acreage of all wheat would be only a fraction 01 a per cent larger than the 
77,947,000 acres planted for harvest last year. 

Although no material change in all spring wheat acreages is in prospect 
planting intentions vary amor States and areas. }.ven though the moisture 
situation to date has been favourable in the northern .reat Plains, intended 
sprin wh&at acrea-:e is below last year in parts of the area, with declines of 
5 por cent indicated for North Dakota and 4 per cent for Iinnesota and toyoming. 
Intentions to increase ncreae of spring wheat w3re reported by all important 
mountain and northwestern States except Vashington, where conditions were  
able for rlanting last fall. Factors encouraging the increase in tontana ar 
heavy winter kill of winter wheat in recent years and better adapted variete 
of sprin' wheat. 

Intended plantings of durum wheat of 3,092,000 acres are nearly 	pr 
cent above the 2,952,000 acres planted last ycar. The increase is in North 
Dakota and Minn.seta, while South Dakota shows a small decrease. Plantings of 
cther spring wheat of 16,697,000 acres are 1.4 pr cent lowor than the 16,907,000 
acres planted last year. The increase in other spring wheat acrcae in North 
Dakota is only partly offset by the increase in duru.m, Ldicating some replace-
cient of that crop by flaxseed, other feed crops and summer fallow. 

Production of all spring wheat would be approximately 272 million 
bushels if the intended acreage is nianted and yields pr seeded acre are equal 
to the 1937-46 average, by "tates. A production of 1,110 million bushels of 
all wheat would be indicated by combining such a spring wheat production wit 
the winter wheat production of approximately 839 million bushels as estimate.: 
last i)ecember. 

(Editor's Note: The next official estimate of the winter wheat crop is due 
on April 9.) 

Late re'orts indicate that small drains cast of the xoc}:ios are show-
ing general improvement as a result of recent warn weather, with fields greening 
as far north as the lowcr lake re c:ion and Nebraska. Kansas stands of wheat ai'e 
termed good in 'the eastorn and northwestern sections and fair in the central and 
scthwestern areas, with a few re'orts of poor stands In the southwestern counties. 
.oistui'e is deemed generally ample for present needs in the western portion of 
the grt plairs region to excessive in the remaining rortion of the main wheat 
bCit. Some observers point out, howe:er, that des;ite good moisture conditions 
the vheat over much of the southwestern wheat belt is extremely late—and is 
small and pocrly developed as a result of the long drought last fall. ?he Santa 
Fe £ailsay crop rsort states that "no matter hsw favoura'1e conditions are from 
now on, the crop will mature late with harvest airLost certain to encounter hot 
weather ..." 	At the same tine, this reort indicates that " ... desnite a severe 
winter, little killing is reported, probably due to the fact that much of the 
wheat belt was covered with snow when temperatures dropped. Neither has there 
been much wind damae up to this time, although the danger still exists. 	very- 
thin cosered, it Will take a period of good growing weather to get an accurate 
ticur' - - 



raii: 7xports 1cainained at High Levels - :;rain ecport quotas for 
May have been set at 88,000 long tons 	1,,000 bushels) including 30,616,000 
bushels of wheat and flour (in wheat equivalent), and 720,000 bushels of grain 
sorghums. The April quotas totalled 864,500 lor.g tons (32,397,000 bushels). 
The May quotas are dlvded among a number of countries, the chief rociplents 
being the United States-United l"iagdom zone of Germany, France and French North 
Africa, Greece, the Netherlands, Japan and Korea and Italy in that order. it 
is of interest to note that allocations to Italy have been dwindling month by 
month—due, according to trade reports, to the fine outlook for the new crop in 
Italy and large imports of macaroni products by the Italians. 

In an official announceient the Department of Agriculture stated 
that the May allocation to Italy, in addition to quantities being exported to 
that country from other sources, appears to be adequate to maintain the cereals 
ration until indigenous supplies become available. However, it was stressed 
that if subsequent developments threatened maintenance of the Italian cereals 
ration at present levels, such as a sudden, drastic reduction in shipments from 
other suplying areas, the United States would make every effort to allocate 

.ca emergency quantities as might be required. 

•nu1ative July 1947-May 1948 grain export quotas (including a carry- 
:ne allocations) total 521,900,000 bushels. This figure is made up 

of 4.2500000 bushels of wheat and flour in terms of wheat and E9,400,000 
bushels of other grains and grain products. The total fiRure includes actual 
exports July throgh February, plus allocations (adjusted for carry-overs or 
preshipments on March 1) and estimated sh1ments of non-allocated products 
March through May. 

In the light of accomplishments to date and in view of optimistic 
reports on the new crop, many observers coasider the Government could easily 
move its total grain export goal up to the 570 million bushel level. If this 
were done, exports of wheat and flour for the current United States crop year 
would run well in excess of the 450 million bushel goal established ea:ller in 
the season. 

Drop in Flour Production Foreseen - Officials of the Millers 

ational Federation believe that 1948 flour production will be lower than in 
47. The Northwestern Miller (issue of March 9) quotes Federation officials 

is stating " .... 1948 flour production will be much less than for 1947 
:oW much less only time can tell, and for present purposes millers should 
figure that last year's monthly average of 25 million sacks will fall to a 
level of no greater than 20 million sacks this year. It is possible that 
even this figure may not be reached for the yearly average. In fact, judging 
from what we hear about the current rate of mill operations, the industry has 
already just about reached the level of 20 million sacks production ti nionth." 
In explaining the reason for declining production the officials stated that 

While flour export totals are still quite high, they are well below the 
levels prevailing a few months ago, and we think that exports of flour will 
continue to be substantial in amount, but it must be clear to everyone that 
they will not approach the 1947 rate at any time . . .' The Federation also 
pointed to a significant decline in domestic consumption of flour in the United 
States as a factor leading to a reduction in the future oui_ of flour The 
Federation says use of flour in the United States is now averaging 12 per cent 
below the 1945 level. A recent report of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
indicating for 1947 a decline of 6 per cent over the past ten years in the per 
capita use of wheat (grain equivalent) as food in the United States, sub-
stantiates the existence of a downward trend, at least in per capita wheat 
consumption. The Federation attributes the present decline in consumption to 
the impact of long extraction flour, to the wheat conservation program and to 
the competition of other foods. 	
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Chjcao and Minneao1is Cash 'lheat - 
The cash wheat market. in Chicao 

was very quiet with very few sales reported and those only small ones. Most of 
the small receipts were applied to previous orders. At Minneapolis the cash 
wheat market opened the month strcng with ;rciums advancing. The advanced 
premiums, however, were caused by nall offerings rather than any real activity 
in the demand. On March 4, mills buying in anticipation of government flour 
business caused some actvity and advanced prices to the highs for the month. 
This buying continued through t 	5th aft' w.t: 	e nurket returned to a 
quieter mood, 

Between March 4 and 11 cash wheat declined approximately 15 cents. 
From this point on to March 16 some slight recovery was noted to be followed by 
rather sharp declines in sympathy with the May future, which carried prices 
downward to a point actually lower than the low point of last month's price 
break. Somewhat heavier and firmer demand during the closing days of the month 
along with increased receipts made for a more active market. 

Receipts of wheat at Miuneaplis from February 27 to March 25 were 
2,406 cars, while Duluth 	'. 	 ..: .......... 	:ee:t 	iere during 
the week of March 19 to 2. 

The following ar;  
Minneapolis markets. 

1948 	Chicago - 	 Minneapolis - 

Grade 	Price 	Grade 	Price 

March 1 2 Red 257 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 253 3/4 - 	256 3/4 
2 1 Hard 253 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 255 - 	258 
3 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 254 3/4 - 	257 3/4 
4 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 262 1/2 - 	265 1/2 
5 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 261 314 - 	264 3/4 
6 3 Red 259 1/4 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 253 1/2 - 	258 1/2 
8 2 Mixed 250 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 244 1/2 - 	249 .1/2 
9 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 240 1/2 - 	245 1/2 

10 1 Hard 246 1/2 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 243 3/4 - 	248 3/4 
11 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 241 1/4 - 	246 1/4 
12 3 Red 248 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 240 3/4 - 	245 3/4 
13 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 249 - 	254 
15 1 Red 257 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 248 1/2 - 	253 1/2 
16 1 Dark Hard 251 1/2 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 249 5/8 - 	254 5/8 
17 2 Red 259 1 Heavy Dark Nor.. 247 1/4 - 	252 1/4 
18 1 Hard 249 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 244 1/4 - 	249 1/4 
19 2 Red 254 1/4 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 240 3/8 - 	245 3/8 
20 2 Red 245 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 233 - 	238 
22 3 Red 247 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 234 3/4 - 	239 3/4 
23 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 238 243 
24 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 242 1/4 - 	247 114 
25 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 246 - 	251 
26 Good Friday 
27 2 Red 261 1/2 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 251 1/2 - 	256 1/2 
29 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 250 1/4 - 	255 1/4 
30 None 1 Heavy Dark Nor, 248 3/8 - 	253 3/8 
31 2 Red 259 1 Heavy Dark Nor. 245 1/4 - 	248 1/4 
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Chicago heat Futures - 
- 	All futures opened L:arch  1 on a much firmer 

note than the closing days of February. The March future opened its last month 
nearly 10 cents higher than it appeared on the last day of February; the May 
future was up 7 1/2 cents and others showed somewhat 11g1itor advances. Prices 
held rathcr firm during the first week only to slump over the week-end of 
March 6-8, the July and distant futures reaching levels nearly as low as those 
recorded during the mid-February crash. The nearby futures, thoug,h showing a 
greater drop than the distant futures, did not approach their previous lows so 
closely. The middle of the week showed some recovery and the week closed on 
March 13, with all futures on a firm tone. Monday and Tuesday of the following 
week showed advances for all futures but then a slide started which carried the 
March and May futures on March 20 to levels below those recorded for February 13, 
the low point of that month's price break. The March future made Its closing bid 
at recovery on the 22nd before disappearing, while all other futures started a 
slow but steady climb throughout the week with May widening from 11 cents over 
July on the 22nd to nearly 15 cents on the 27th. The closing days of the month 
brought minor losses to all futures. 

market at 
The following are the high points of closing 
Chicago for the various contract months. 

in the wheat futures 

1948 March May July September December 

- cents and eighths per bushel - 

March 	1 253 245/4 228/6 226/2 225/2 
2 252/4 245 228 225/4 224/2 
3 2o0 243 225/4 222/4 221/2 
4 256/6 249 228/6 225/2 223/6 
5 257 249/2 228/6 225/4 223/6 
6 252/6 244/4 225/4 224 223 
8 243/4 236/4 219/6 217/4 216/6 
9 241/6 235/4 221 218 217/2 

10 245/1 238/2 221/6 220 219 
11 243/4 237 220/2 218/4 217 
12 . 	

13 
241/6 235 220 218 217/2 
248/2 240/2 225 222/4 221/4 

15 249/2 238/6 224 221/4 220/4 
16 250/2 241/6 226 223/4 222/6 
17 248 239 224/2 221/4 220/8 
18 243/4 237 224/4 221/4 220/6 
19 241/4 234 223/4 221/2 220/6 
20 239 231/4 222/2 219/6 219/6 
22 244 234/6 223/6 222 222 
23 236/4 225 222/6 222/2 
24 238/6 226/2 223/2 222/7 
25 241/2 227/6 225/2 224/6 

F 	26 Good 	Friday 
27 247 232/2 230 229/2 
29 245/4 231/4 229/4 229 
30 243/8 231/2 229/4 229/3 
31 241/4 228/6 226/4 226/2 
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THE A.1GENTI1 3ITUATIC'N 

A report dated March 22, 1948 has been received from Mr. W. B. McCullough, 
Commercial Secretary (Agriculture) at Buenos Aires covering several aspects of the 
wheat situation in the Argentine. This month's review of the Argentine situation 
is based on Mr. McCullough's report. Conversion of Argentine to Canadian measures 
has been made in most instances for the convenience of Canadian readers. 

" Weather and Crops - Reports continue favourable on the condition and 
yield of most crops and high production figures are expected. 

Wheat - The Bank of the Province of Buenos Aires in their monthly review 
of conditions in the province reports whoat yields of 22.6 to 25.3 bushels per acre, 
and in the northern portion adjoining Santa Fe 37.2 bushels have been reached. 
however, low production in the drought-stricken area in the vicinity of Bahia Blanca 
reduces the average to 17.8 for the whole province, which, nevertheless, compares 
favourably with the five year average of 16.4. Yields in the Northern belt includ-
ing Cordoba and Santa Fe were higher than average and in some areas record crops 
were harvested. Trade circles estimate the 1947-48 crop at 28.8 to 257.2 million 
bushels which would provide an export surplus of about 128.6 million bushels. 

Trade Agreement with the Netherlands - Under date of March 18th a trau 

agreement was signed between Argentina and the Netherlands exchanging agricultural 
products for certain specified manufactures. According to a press release, 
Argentina agrees to sell and the Netherlands to buy during the years 1948 to 1952 
inclusive, the following minimum quantities in bushels: wheat 4,600,000, rye 
1,000,000, corn 8,300,000, barley 2,500,000, oats 2,300,000 and casein 1,300,000 
pounds. Should production decrease radically during these years, Argentina 
contracts to assign to the Netherlands the following percentages of the exportable 
surplus: wheat 4.8, rye 14,7, corn 3.3, barley, 9.2, oats 7.8 and casein 4. 

Prices are not disclosed. All sales are to be made through LAPI, 
payments to be arranged through special accounts in the res:-: ivo central banks. 

Seed Prices - Inasmuch as the crops in the Territory of La Pampa ha 
been almost completely lost due to drought, a government decree dated February 27th 
authorizes IAPI to sell to farmers within that stricken area seed grain at last 
year's prices (bagged, at station), i.e.: wheat 1.38 per bushel, rye $1.09, 
barley 87 cents and oats 62 cents, The Ministry of Agriculture will cooperate 
In the distribution of this seed. 

Shipments 	After the peak reached towards the end of last year, 
shipments have fallen off somewhat, due, in part, to delays in moving grain from 
farms to dockside. They are, hover, proceeding at more than double the rate of 
the same period last year, as shown below: 

Wheat - Million Bushels 

February 1948 	 10.4 
Feb'ry 1947 ..........,............... 	5.0 

2 months 1948 •............,.,,.......o, 	 21.4 
2 months 1947 	 8.3 

Official export statistics by country and commodity have not been 
published for some years, but the following figures, computed by the trade, are 
indicative of the destination of grain shipments: 
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Wheat - Million Bushels 
Country 	 Year 1947 

Uni ted Kingdom 6 • • 	• 	. , 	16.6 
Continent 0o.o0,:.0eoOoo,.o,0QQe,0,,,.QQQ 	 iS,O 
Brazil 00G00000, 4 eo•••*•sOoQOeO.QQ....O 	 14.8 
Other South American Countries .,,, 	114 
Others 000000000000 C 00 0 000O0*00Q000000900 	 366 

Direct Cost of Wheat Production 
The "Economic Survey", a local market 

publication, has made the following analysis of the present cost of wheat production, 
compared with that of previous years: 

1926 , 7 1938-9 1942-3 1944-5 1945-6 1946-7 1947-8 

- pesos per 100 kilos - 1/ 

. 	 L Railway to Rosarlo .6615 .6615 .6615 .8162 .8162 .8161 .8162 
2. Middlemen's Commission .20 .20 050 .62 .85 104 1.23 

Transport to station .60 .20 .22 324 .53 .74 .85 
4.  Harvest machinery 2,50 1,56 1.90 1.90 2,19 2.81 3,33 
5.  Bags .38 .55 .90 1100 190 .90 .90 
6.  Other harvesting expense .10 .20 .20 .25 .35 .50 .51 

4.4415 3.3715 4,3815 4,9102 5.6382 6.8062 7.6362 

7.  Seed .54 ,66 .32 .55 .54 1.30 1.10 
8.  Sowing & cultivation 1.15 1.24 1.24 1.55 1.55 2.95 3.30 
9.  Other expenses & insurance .15 .25 .31 .42 .51 .67 .71 

GRAND TOTAL - E)ENSES 6,2815 5.5215 6.2515 7,4302 8.2362 11.7262 12.7462 

AND TOTAL - in equivalent 
cents per bushel 2/ 50.916 44.756 50,673 60.227 66.760 95,049 103.317 

RICE AT DOCK 11,30 6.71 6.93 9.50 15.09 17.00 20.00 

NT PROCEEDS FOR PRODUCER 5,02 1.19 .68 2.07 8.85 5,27 7,25 

1/ The Argentine peso equals 29.77 cents Canadian; 100 kilos equals 220.46 pounds; One 
Peso per lOOkilos  equals 8 cents per bushel approximately. 

/ Inserted by editors for the convenience of our readers, 

Note:- Item (2) includes provincial tax, brokers commission, shrinkage, storage, etc. 
(6) includes lifting bags from field after reaping 
(8) intludes princi.paUy insurance and handling of seed. 

It is noted that this study has been based on very favourable conditions: 
land producing the relatively high yield of 22.3 bushels per acre and located 4 1/2 
miles from the station. Furtheinore, the table covers only the direct cost of 
production and not such itns as depreciation, reserve, fencing, interest, etc. 

The Central Bank Index (with 1926 as 100) shs that for the year 1947 the 
grain price level was 161,1 whereas that of non-agricultural products had risen to 
272,0, indicating the growing disparity between the prices of primary and processed 
goods." 



THE AUSTRALIAN ITUATION 

The editors are indebted to the Sydney Office of the Trade Commissioners 
Service for providing the greater part of the material usea in this month's review 
of the wheat situation in Australia. for the convenience of our readers Australian 
currency measures have been converted to Canadian equivalents. 

Cost of Production of Theat in Australia 	n Interi:a deport of the 
Commonwealth Committee which was apointed to study the cost of production of wheat 
in Australia was published on December 1, 1947. Three methods of arriving at the 
Cost were used: 

Cost io. 1: This comprised all costs or production including cash and 
non-cash items oth-3r than interest on borrowed capital and interest on farmer's 
equity. The study revealed that this cost ranged from 75 cents to 78 cents. 

Cost No. 2: This is arrived at by adding to cost No, 1 such interest 
charges on borrowed 	 c 	'r 	i' 	eI fro:' 
81 cents to 85 cent 

Cost No. 	- 	 - 
on farmer's equity in iis property. This cost ranged from 95 cents to 96 cents. 

The Report, therefore, states that the cost per bushel of growing wheat 
in the C.o:.monwea1th is 96 cents (Cost No. ). No. 1 cost is 77 cents and No. 2 
Cost is 83 cents per bushel. 

An interesting comment in this Report is that during its investigation 
the Committee only discovered one farmer whose sole product was wheat. uith this 
exception the wheat farmers in Australia who were Interviewed, or from whom 
returns were received, derived very considerable revenue from wool, mutton or 
fat lambs or from cereal crops and many had other sidelines such as peas, potatoes 
and dairy products. The Committee concluded: "Vie are satisfied that the pure wheat 
farmer has ceased to play any part in the production of wheat in Australia." 

In arrlvia&; at the cost of producing wheat the Commission calculated 
that returns from sidelines in the period covered by the Committee's ques-tionnairs 
were about 15 pr cent highei than under normal conditions. An allowance of this 
percentage was made in determining the cost of production of wheat, The Commitct 
applied this adjustment for prices received from sidelines in the following maniier.  
The income from sidelines was determined from the schedule as stated by the 
farmers. This income was then adjusted on the assumption that prics were, in 
fact, 15 per cent lower than actually received. 	This adjusted fLure  for sideIn 
income was then deducted from gross costs. The net costs so determined were 
deemed to be the cost of producing wheat. The bushel cost was then ca1cu1ate b' 
dividing the total net cost by the total output on the farms concerned. 

Interest on capital invested was allowed at 3 1/2 per cent and the 
farmers time was charged at 20.96 per week (when the wages of hired labour plus 
keep, amounts on the average to20.1 per week). This interim report does no 
give details of all the items of cost used in calculating the total cost of 
production. 

Yield and Acreage of 7heat In Australia 	The average yield of wheat 
per acre in Australia in the period 193?46 was l.42 bushels. This Is a higher 
average yield than in any previous ten year period as far back as 1901 (Table 1). 
It is interesting to note that there has been a steady rise in the average yield 
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per acre in the yars from 1031 to 1945. It would appear that some of the 

reasons for this steady increase in yield are: 

(a) better varieties which produce higher yields and are more 

disaaso-resistait, 

b) more widespread adoption of summer fallow, 

(c) better weed control by the use of improved rchinery, 

(a) the ap?lication  of superphospriate with the seed, 

(e) iiprovernent in harve3ting machinery, 

(1) more fertile soils being used for wheat production. 

The acreage of wheat sown in Australia in 1938-39 was 14,046,000 
(Tat1e 2). 	In 19-3-44 the acreage declined to 7,875,000 but it has risen aa1n 

for 1947-48 to an estimated total of 14,600,000 acres which is slightly larger 

thai-. the acrea-e sown in  

Table 1. 	Vlheat for Srain - Australia 

Avern-:es for Tci Year Periods 

•rioa - 

Averae Averae Yield 

Production Area Sown Per Acre 

l-10 55,058,00C 5,711,000 9.82 
1911-20 95,480,000 8,928,000 10.69 

1(21-.O 13,400,000 11,291,000 11.99 

1931-40 177,758,000 14,176,000 12.54 
197-46 141,419,000 10,58,000 1,5.42 

fle 2. tecent rps - By Seasons 

Season 	Production 	Area Sown 	Yield Pr Acre 

cores bu. 

1938-39 15,369,000 14,346,000 10.83 

ii9-40 210,457,000 13,285,000 15.84 
L40-41 82,2..3,000 12,645,000 6.50 

W 	41-42 166,71.,000 12,003,000 
155,725,000 9,280,000 16.78 

109,72000G 7,875,000 13.93 

1944-45 52,680,000 8,463,000 6.25 
1945-46 142,410,000 11,425,000 12.46 

1946-47 117,262,000 13,172,000 

1947-48 	(a) 215,000,000 14,600,000 1473 

(a) Estimates. 

Astalian Cable - The 4 o 1owi't cable was received .tarch 16 from the 
Caauiun 	c -n:onur in Lc1bour.e; 

"4t.riiian .vhv:t stoks at Tarch 6th totaid 164 rii)1ion bushels. 

x;crts f :;hct from Fb:ury 7 to :.:areh 6 tctaLleJ 7,421,000 bishels princi-
pally to ned iio ad India &-.1J 53,8 lor tos of 1our principally to 
diddlc 7ast, !auciti.s, runce 	L:alaya. Total expo:ts of wheat from Jecember 
flr3t to i,arch sixth totilled 19,766,OCO tshe1s and of flour 208,802 long tons. 
Flour niis workir. to full capacity. 
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1 The guaranteed fixed price for millable wheat to United Kingdom farmers 1. 
19. 9I per cwt (*213  per bushel) ox-farm, March delivery. April price 
to f&Thiera is 20s id per cwt- (*2  17 per bushel). 

6 Agreement has been reached amonigthe representatives of 36 countries on the 
terms of an International Wheat Agreement9 The agreement is in the nature 
of a multilateral bulk contract involving the sale of 500 million bushels 
annually by Canada, United States and Australia to 33 importing countries. 
The agreement is to commence August 1, 1948 and run for 5 years. 

10 Trade reports indicate that Russia is supplying Belgium with 98 million 
bushels of wheat 1, 2.6 million bushels of rye, 297 million bushels of 
barley and 1.6 million bushels of oats9 It is also reported that liussia 
is oftorin to sell 8,000 1,000 bushels of wheat and 750,000 bushels of 
corn to Egypt9 

18 The Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations reports that on the basis of 
present indications and assuming normal weather until harvest, Europe's 
1948 harvest of bread grains (wheat and rye) will exceed that of the 
very unfavourable 1947 harvest and may equal or possibly exceed the 
1946 produc tLr 	W 	 cc 	-a:ic'w LV ae prewar 
production 

A trade agreenei, i 	 et- : Ai , iiva ana tL:e Ntthr1ands 
exchanging agricultural products for certain specified manufactures. 
According to a press release, Argentina agrees to sell and the Netherlands 
to buy during the years 1948-1952 inclusive the following minimisu 
quantities In bushels: Wheat 4,600000 1, rye 1 1,000 1,000 1, corn 8,300,000, 
barley 2 9 500,000 and oats 2,30090009 Prices are not disclosed. All sales 
are to be made through the Trade Promotion Institute9 

19 The Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the 
United States Department of Agriculture reports that the total acreage of 
principal crops planted or grown in 1948 may exceed 361 million acres. 
The indicated spring wheat acreage for 1948 is 19,989,000 acres. This 
compares with 19 1,899,000 acres planted in 1947 and an average of 
18612,000 acres for the years 1937-46. 

24 Royal assent was given today to an Act to Amend the Canadian Wheat Board Art, 
1935. The new Act authorizes the Board to provide pensions for members, 
officers and employees, makes provision for the Increase of the fixed 
minimum price on wheat deliveries, extends the control of Interprovincial 
movements of wheat products and empowers the covernor In Council to extend 
the present system of wheat marketing to oats and barley. 

25 A 20 cents per bushel increase in the initial wheat payment retroactive three 
crop years was announced today by the Rt7 Hon C0 D. Howe, Minister of 
Trade and Corrixrrce. The increase goes into effect April 1 and will lift 
the initial payment the Canadian Wheat Board makes to Prairie producers on 
delivery of their wheat from $1.35 to 41,55 a bushel, basis No. 1 Northern 
In store Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver. 

30 The Board of rfransport  Commissioners has authorized a 21 per cent increase in 
freight rates across Canada9 However, the boost will not apply to rates 
on grain and grain products for domestic consumption which move by rail 
between points in western Canada or on rates applying to feed grains in 
the same area. The increase also does not apply to rates on grain and 
flour *ovtng out of western Canada to either Vancouver, Fort William or 
Port Arthur, the collection points at which grain and flour are gathered 
for reahipment to the domestic and export markets. 

31 It is reported that heavy ice conditions still exist in the upper lakes and 
a late opening of navigation is indicated0 
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