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WORLD 7JMEttT SITUATI1 

N ew Crop Prospects - The outlook for the world's 1949 wheat crop has 
showit some improvement over the past month. The May 10 Crop Report of the United 
3tates Department of Agriculture placed the current winter wheat crop at 1,021 
siillior' bushels and indicated that with average yields on the prospective spring 
wheat acreage, a total wheat crop of 1,312 million bushels could be haiested. 
A crop of this order would approach the 1947 record of 1,367 million and would 
exceed by a wide margin the 1937-46 averao of 943 million bushels. In Canada, 
farmers, on the basis of their intentions at April 30, indicated that they would 
seed three million more acres of spring wheat in 1949 than they did in 1948. The 
official 'Intentions' report estimates the 1949 total Canadian wheat acreage at 
just under 27 million acres. During the latter part of May timely rains fell 
over large sections of the Prairie Provinces where drought had been imminent. 
Laterial improvement in crop conditions resulted but moisture reserves are still 
far below normal in many parts of the west. Frequent and ample rainfall will be 
required during the growing season to mature a satisfactory crop. Slight damage 
from frost has occurred on the Prairies and strong measures are being taken in 
many areas to combat serious infestations of grasshoppers. 

Little new information is available from the Southern Hemisphere where 
the next wheat crop will not be harvested until the latter part of this year. A 
recent report from the Argentine indicates that planting of wheat is now under 
way with soil conditions mostly satisfactory. 1 1 0 attempts have apparently been 
made as yet to estimate probable acreage. Our last advice from Australia states 
that wheat seeding is well under way. It is anticipated that the ncreae sown 
this year will at least equal, and may perhaps exceed, last year's level of 13 
million acres. 

Favourable weather and moisture conditions during the past month have 
improved crop prospects in many parts of Europe. Moderate to generous rains 
fell during the last week of May over a considerable part of the Continent. 
ieservo moisture is, however, still lacking in a number of sections and additionai 
rainfall will be needed shortly to maintain the recent improvement. Rains have 
been beneficial in France but the wheat outturn is expected to be smaller than 
last year. A trade paper estimates the new crop at 256 million bushels. Last 
year's French wheat crop reached 300 million bushels, somewhat above the pre-war 
(1935-39) average of 287 million. The Italian wheat crop is privately estimated 
at 250 million bushels, the same as last year. Pre-war wheat production in 
Italy averaged 278 million bushels. Brief reports on crop conditions in Russia, 
Lurkey, Hungary, Poland, Geiiiariy and 1'orth Africa have been fairly optimistic. 



United States Farm OrganizationsEr!dorse Wheat Agreement - A press 
report from Washington states that officers of three leading American farri 
organizations appeared before the sub-conuittee hearings on the Internatiunal 
Wheat Agreement and urged its adoption. The organizations represented were the 
National Grange, the nebraska Farn Bureau Federation and the Farmers Uniun. The 
report also stated--"It is probable that the Senate Foreign Relations Cor.iittee 
will render a favourable report and that the Senate will ratify the agreerient 
unless some unforeseen strong opposition develops ..... 

New Bilateral Wheat Agreements Negotiated - Announcement has recently 
been made of the completion of three bilateral wheat agreements, one of WhiCh is 
a barter arrangement. The largest amount involved in the three agreements is the 
60 million bushels purchased by the British Food Linis try from the Austra] ian 
Theat Board for delivery to the United hingdom and other areas for which the 
United i;ingdom has 1rocureGtent responsibility. The price for the period from 
April 1 to July 31 for wheat delivered to the United hingdom is approximalely 
2.08 per bushel. Prices for wheat delivered after July 31 are to be d0tErmined 

in June. On May lc Argentina and Brazil signed a conmiercial sgreement by means 
of which Argentina agrees to sell, and razil to buy, 22 million bushels cf wheat 
at 2.92 per bushel f.oh. Delivery will he effected on a monthly basis for the 
next twelve months under conditions to be established by the respective gcvern-
ments. This will be an outright sale payable through the Brazilian-Argentine 
Payments Agreement and not a barter arrangement. In addition, an option vas 
taken on another 11 million bushels at a price to be determined later and in 
exchange for bananas, coffee, lumber and other products. Uruguay has alsc signed 
an agreement with Brazil, but on a barter basis whereby the former undertakes to 
exchange 2,388,000 bushels of wheat and 49,600 short tons of wheat flour for 
various Brazilian agricultural and industrial commodities. The wheat is for 
immediate delivery while the flour can be sent at the rate of from 11,000 to 
16,500 short tons monthly. 

ThE CAPDIAN .FEAT SFIUATION 

Crop and Weather Conditions in the Prairie Provirice - The following 
snmary of crop and 'weather conditions in the Frairie Provinces is taken from 
the May 31 "Telegraphic Crop Report" published by the Agriculture Division, 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics: 

Timely rains have fallen over wide areas in tl'e Prairie Provinces and 
average precipitation since the first of April is now much nearer normal than it 
was two weeks ago. Despite this over-all improvenent, moiature reserves ramain 
far below normal throughout much of central, east-central and north-easterri 
Alberta; western and east-central Saskatchewan, and in a few localities in 
Manitoba. In these areas frequent rains during the growing sensor will be 
required to produce a satisfactory crop. Pastures are already suffering sriousi'; 
in these districts. leavy frosts have occurred in all three provinces but daxnagc 
has evidently been limited in most cases to early stands of oats and bar1e7. 
Some reseeding has been required in central and northern sections of Alberta and 
saskatchewan. Grasshoppers are hatching freely in affected areas and control 
measures are in full swing. The infestation is particularly severe in central 
Saskatchewan but the ultimate extent of the damage cannot yet be estimated. 

Seeding is practically completed in Manitoba. Growth of crops is 
promising with sufficient moisture for the present although general rains will 
be needed soon. Weed growth is heavy and some reseeding has been necessarp 
because of wild oats. Grasshoppers are not hatching in any nul7thers except on 
light soils where spraying operations have commenced. In Saskatchewan goo'l 
showers have generally improved conditions except over wide areas of the cmtral 
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and south-western districts. In these sections moisture is urgently needed to 
promote grovh and development of stands damaed by soil drifting, grasshoppers 
and frost. The cooler weather of the past two weeks has been of assistance in 
the grasshopper baiting program. In most districts wheat averages from three to 
five inches in height while almost half of the coarse grain is showing. 

Crop prospects in Alberta improved during the last two weeks with good 
rains in many districts and showers in other areas of the province. :oisture 
conditions are favourable in the south-western districts and in the north-central 
nd }eace River districts hut elsewhere rain is needed, particularly in central, 

eastern, snd north-eastern Alberta. Iheat seeding is practically completed and 
seeding of coarse grains is well advanced. Germination has been generally fair 
to good although wheat is patchy in areas where spring rainfall has been light. 
everc frosts were experienced in certral and northern areas during the week 

ending the twenty-eighth. 110 permanent damage to wheat is anticipated from this 
iuse but some fields of oats and barley have hod to he reseeded. Grasshopper 

jopulations tire reported to be generally light with local severe spots. 

suj'ply Situation - Total exports of wheat and wheat flour during the 
August-April period of the current crop year amounted to 151.4 million bushels, 
an increase of 7.9 million bushels over the comparable period of 1947-48. Exports 
of wheat as grain to April 30, 1949 were 113.9 million bushels, an increase of 
18.8 million bushels over last year's total for the same period. ]xports of flour 
in terms of wheat, Lo'ever, were 10.9 million bushels below the 1947-48 total for 
the first nine months. Of this crop year's exports to date 77.5 per cent of the 
wheat and 45.1 per cent of the flour have gone to the United hingdom. The balance 
remaining on L:ay 1 for expert or carry-over was estimated at 169.9 million bushels 
compared with 128.8 million bushels on the same date last year. 

Canadian Wheat Supplies 

	

194-49 	1947-48 

- million bushels - 

	

Carry-over in north America July 31 .......................77.7 	86.1,/ 

	

liew Crop .................................................. 	393.3 	341.8 

	

Imports of wheat and wheat flour, Aug. 1 - ?arch 31 .......0.3 	0.4 

	

Total Supply ...........................................471.3 	428.3 

	

Estimated domestic requirements ...........................150.0 	156.0 / 

	

Available for export or carry-over .....................321.3 	272.3 

Jeduct: 

	

Overseas clearances of wheat as grain Aug. 1 - April 30 ... 113.6 	95.0 

	

:Jtrd States imports of Canadian wheat Aug. 1 - April 30 . 	0.3 	/ 	- 	0.1 

	

.ta1 wheat exports ....................................113.9 	95.1 

	

xports of wheat flour in terms of wheat Aug. 1 - April 30. 	37.5 / 	48.4/ 

	

Total exports wheat and wheat flour ....................151.4 	143.5 

	

Balance on Lay 1 for export or carry-over ................. 169.9 	128.8 

Revised. 
/ april 1949 data not yet available. 
j/ Adjusted for time-lag in returns made by Customs. 
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Acreage Intentions for 1949 - 
Canadian farmers have indicated on the 

basis of their intentions at April 30 that they will seed three million IlLore acres 
to spring wheat in 1949 than they did in 1948. At the same time an increase of 
over half a million acres in summerfallow in the Prairie Provinces is anticipated. 
The total acreage seeded to wheat in Canada for harvest in 1949 is expected to be 
just under 27 million acres while some 20.6 million acres will be suruneriallowed. 
Decreases are looked for in Canada's other major grain crops. Basic date. for 
these estimates were obtained from the Dominion Bureau of Statistics' anr.ual 
April 30 survey of crop correspondents. The intended acreages are merely indicative 
of farmers' plans at the end of April and acreages actually seeded, therfore, may 
vary considerably from the Intentions figures, depending upon conditions affecting 
seeding subsequent to April 30. 

Intended Acreage of wheat In the Prairie Provinces, 1949 
Compared with the 1948 Seeded Acreage 

Intentions Acreage Seeded Expecte 
1949 in 1948 Increase 

ac. ac. ac. 

Manitoba 	.............. 3,119,000 2,397,000 722,000 

Saskatchewan 	.....'.... 15,727,000 14 0 389,000 1,338,000 
Alberta 7,198,000 6,259,000 - 	 939,000 

P o t a 1 26 9 044,000 23,045,000 2,999,000 

Seeded Acreage and Su.nerta11ow In Prairie Provinces, 1931-48 
and Intended Acreage 1949 

Wheat V Oats Barley Rye ./ 	Flaxseed 33ummerfallow 

- thousand acres - 
1931 	........... 25,586 8,279 3,214 733 641 12,398 
1932 	. ....... .... 26,395 8,533 3,154 706 454 12 9 993 
1933 	........... 25,177 8,945 3,032 520 236 14 1 389 
1934 	........... 23,296 9,115 2,962 619 218 14,901 
1935 	-.o 23,293 9,478 3,187 649 297 14,252 
1936 	...,...... 24,838 8,674 3,724 562 469 16,854 
1937 24,599 8,579 3,562 808 233 15,150 
1938 	ooQP*o9..00 24,946 8,518 3,687 655 202 16 0 206 
1939 	.. .,.... 25,813 8,227 3 0 607 1,014 289 15,950 

9-year average . 24,883 8,705 3,348 696 338 14,788 

1940 	........... 27 9 750 7 0818 3,622 943 364 17 9 326 
1941 21,140 8,137 4,735 861 982 23,112 
1942 	.,......... 20,653 9,666 6,414 1,246 1,466 19,979 
1943 	........ 16,091 11,790 7,896 498 2,918 20 9 637 
1944 	......, 22,444 10,447 6,763 573 1,298 19,783 
1945 22 1-566 10,749 6,859 410 1,034 19,859 
1946 23,731 8,522 5,79? 641 821 20,422 
1947 23,357 7,898 7 9 035 1,072 1,513 19,440 
1948 	...., 23,045 7,535 6,082 1,965 1 0 868 19 9 991 
9-year average 22,309 9,174 6,134 912 1,363 20,061 
1949 	j. ........ 26,044 7,017 5 0 587 1 9 090 447 20,566 

1/ Includes relatively small acreages of fall wheat sown the previous autumn for 
harvest during the current year, 

/ Includes fall rye sown the previous autumn for harvest during the current year. 
/ Intentions indicated on April 30, 1949. 
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Farmors' Marketings of Wheat in the Prairie Provinces 

Veek ending Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Total Last Year 

- bushels - 

August 1-5 51,716 410,600 584,457 1,046,773 805,165 
12 132,832 707,579 556,582 1,396,993 1,708,040 
19 245,027 1,517,800 357,533 2,120,360 3,859,109 
26 1,945,212 6,126,122 2,371,473 10,442,807 6,431,461 

3eptember 2 6,536,917 15,904,916 3,604,565 26,046,398 13,937,958 
9 7,878,137 17,182,853 6,427,530 31,488,520 31,427,694 

16 5,695,795 21,704,886 7,079,407 34,480,088 22,920,805 
23 3,306,717 15,233,933 9,008,967 27,549,617 6,779,351 
30 1,661,381 9,102,599 7,083,138 17,847,118 13,625,573 

October 7 1,038,266 6,594,159 6,395,661 14 0008,086 21 0 220,179 
14 523,365 5,228,970 5,493,253 11,245,588 11,999,317 
21 610,668 4,493,233 4,158,751 9,262,652 13,270,109 
28 503,263 4,069,166 3,294,105 7,866,534 9,793,740 

November 4 650,593 3,397,120 2580,479 6,628,192 7,964,001 
11 301,508 3,105,262 1,567,409 4,974,179 5,103,341 
18 440,480 2,639,126 1,719,238 4,798,844 4,695,817 
25 305,274 2 0 468,702 1,639,182 4,413,158 3,681,241 

December 2 213,292 2,048,423 1,273,179 3,534,894 2,911 0 051 
9 311,094 2,059,856 1,068,560 3,439,510 2,752,374 

16 192,926 1,072,566 747,353 2,012,845 2,331,763 
23 212,247 1,433,780 1,425,230 3,071,257 2,063,286 
30 204,642 1,073,904 1,747,875 3 9 026,421 1,897,414 

January 6 295,424 1,330,257 1,813,318 3,438,999 2,537,879 
13 199,693 1,001,110 1,990,051 3,190,854 2,900,392 
20 203,620 1,203,302 2,239,333 3,646,255 1,650,355 
27 101,307 356,507 658,177 1,115,991 1,502,720 

February 3 97 9 574 445,126 879 9 334 1 0422,034 1,418,533 
10 137,667 456,472 787,234 1,381,373 903 1 652 
17 60,233 372,213 333,045 765,491 831,637 
24 51,907 249 0 236 418,893 720,036 556,642 

March 3 79 9 637 484,989 758,330 1,322,956 832,928 
10 125,773 705,324 999,082 1,830,179 861 9 834 
17 161,303 651,330 1,066,745 1,879,378 1,077,921 
24 152,498 469,852 1,030,684 1,653,034 1,202,150 
31 120,964 543,507 527,340 1,191,811 834,846 

Apr11 7 122,598 471,559 693,144 1,287,301 732,709 
14 67,468 978,754 1,031,334 2,077,556 674,476 
21 296 9 783 1,662,072 831,973 2 0 790,628 469,721 
28 413,197 1,427,838 504,333 2,345,368 427 1 355 

May 5 329 9 579 871,636 496,721 1 9 695,936 739,274 
12 267,715 850,016 486,955 1,604,686 1,223,879 
19 278,463 1,028,307 526,637 1,833,407 1,439,654 

T o t a 1 36,522,755 143,114,962 88,256,390 267,894,107 213,997,346 



Visible Supply of Canadian iTheat, May 19, 1049 Compared With 
Approximately the Same Date, 1948 and 1947 

1949 	1948 	1947. 

- 000 bushels 

	

2,594 	2,144 	3,105 

	

9,272 	9,798 	11,940 

	

13 9 512 	8,312 	13,635 

	

25,378 	20 9 254 	28,680 
4 9 200 2 1,874 4 1 241 

85 854 131 
12 9 221 6 9 655 6 9 456 

100 144 43 
13 9 258 4,923 15,603 
5 0 205 3,693 11,261 

16,601 8,190 7,774 
15,910 6,791 2,769 
4 9 942 3,900 5,333 
1,393 1,701 1,963 

481 - 33 
5 - - 

99,779 59,979 84,287 

Country Elevators - Manitoba a,. 

Saskatchewan 
Alberta .. 0 • 	• a • a a a 

To t a 1 
Interior Private and Mill Elevators 
Interior Public & Semi-Public Terminals 
Vancouver-New Westminster 	, a . a a a, .. 

Churchill ......... 
Fort i1liam and Port Arthur , 
In Transit Rail (Vrestern J)lvision) 
Eastern Elevators-Lake?orts, ... ,,,.,.,,,,0 

St. Lawrence and Seaboard Ports 
In Transit - Lake 
In Transit - Rail (Eastern Division) 
United States Ports •,. •0Gt0, a a 

In Transit - U.S.A.........  

T 0 t 8 1 

Reflecting the heavy export movement in recent weeks, the visille supply 
of Canadian wheat in all commercial positions at midnight May 19, 1949 ws 100 
million bushels, a decrease of 25 million bushels in five weeks. During the five-
week period ending May 19 a considerable shift has taken place in the poEition of 
commercial wheat supplies. Stocks in country elevators and at the Lakehead have 
decreased by 16.0 and 23.0 million bushels, respectively, while supplies in 
Vancouver-New Westminster and Eastern Canadian lake,St, Lawrence and seatoard 
ports increased by 25.9 millIon bushels. Stocks in nearly all forward pcsitlons 
at May 19, 1949 were well above those on approximately the same date in the two 
previous years. 

Grading of Wheat Inspected, August.-April 1948-49 and 1947-48 

Inspections - 

August 1948 to 	August 1947 to 
April 1949 
	

;pril 1948 

Cars 	Per Cent 	Cars 	Per Cent 

1 Man. Northern .................. 
2 Man. Northern 
3 Man. Northern 
4 Man. Northern 00 	 00 

Garnet ................  C. 0 a * • . ., . 

Amber Durum 
Alberta Yd.nter . . ........  
Toughs All Varieties and Grades. 
All Others 

42,367 304 8,121 7.0 
57,006 40.9 36,218 31.3 
12,619 9.1 19 9 264 16,6 

;634 1.9 3,291 28 
1,767 1.3 210 0.2 
7,558 504 4,217 3.6 
1,325 0.9 788 0,7 
8,848 6.4 37,491 32.4 
5 9 123 3.7 6 0 199 5.4 - 

P o t a 1 ,...,................. 	139,247 	100,0 	115,759 	100.0 
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theat Shipments to the United States by Destination, 
August 1, 1948.-May 19, 1949 

Compared with Approximately the same period, 1947-48 and 1946-47 

1948-49 	 1947-48 	 1946-47 

By Vessel 	 bu. 	bu. 	bu. 

Bu.f fa 10 . 
Oswego . 	* , . . . 	. 	. . . . 
rie 

Toledo 
Duluth-3uperior 

Total -Vessel Shipments 

By Rail 

9,888,096 14,266,961 	8,442,773 
739,500 - 	 - 

1,575,567 1,155,260 	1111
9
948,381 

325,053 - 	 -. 
111,902 - 

12,638,118 15,422,221 	1:.,391,154 

U.S.A. Seaboard Ports 	 429 9 863 
Other U.S.A. Points ....... 	92 9000 	60,577 	16 0 015 

Total 	Rail Shipments ...... 	92.000 	 60,577 	..,445,878 

GRaND T0TL 	.... .... 12,730,118 	15,482798 	137,033 

Shipments of wheat to the United States, either for re-export or retention, 
during the five weeks ending May 19, 1949 amounted to 2,170,190 bushels, all but 
6,000 bushels of which went by vessel. As in the two previous crop years;, Buffalo 
continues to be the principal destination of Canadian wheat shipments anL up to 
May 19 had received 77.7 per cent of this crop year's shipments to the United States.. 
Total shipments of Canadian wheat to the United States from August 1 t(, 'äy 19 of 
the current crop year amounted to 12.7 million bushels, compared with 15.5 million 
and 12.8 million bushels for the similar periods of 1947.48 and 1946-47 respectIvely. 

Rail Shipments of Wheat to Maritime Ports from Bay, Lake and St. Lawrence Ports 

August 1, 1948 to 	August; ., 1947 to 
- 	May 19, 1949 	 May 0,1948 

- bushels - 
C oil ingwood 
Midland 	. 
Owen .ound. 
Port MeNic oil •...... 0 0 0 8 0 8 0 S 0 

axoderich 	,.,.. , • * 	. * , 
Sarnia 
Port Colborne ....... ,........... 
Huinberstone 
Toronto  
Kingston  
Prescott 
Montreal ...,.., 

1,357,387 796,915 
5,396,177 4 0 084 0 468 
1,911,907 729,479 
2,695,480 2,129,024 

379 9 769 233,514 
996,095 348,217 
27,426 339,496  

175,000 
68,369 

- 280,8EY7 
11,066 8,712 
3,911 6.617 

T o t a 1 .. *...... 	 12,759,218 	 9,200,693 

Following the opening of navigation, rail shipments of wheat t Maritime 
ports from bay, lo and St. Lawrence ports have fallen off sharply, amounting to 
302,053 bushels in the five-week period ending May 19, 1949. Total rail shipments 
between these groups of ports from August 1 148 to May 19, 1949 were 13.8 million 
bushels compared with 9,2 million bushels during the similar period of 1)47-48. 



1.ike Shipments of Cana -'t'n Grain from the Opening of Navigation to May 19, 1949 
and to A.pproxirnately the Same Date, 1939 to 1948 

ilheat 	Oats 	Barley 	Rye 	Flaxseed 	Total 

- bushels - 

1939 	20,139,644 	2,442,040 	2,536,014 	122,999 	- 	25,240,697 
1940 	47,158,904 	4,675,753 	1,189,896 	725,464 	97,277 	53,847 9 294 
1941 	62,593,519 	2,389,524 	1,311,924 	867,685 	295,951 	67,458 0 603 
1942 	58,491,860 	782,096 	890 9 670 	506,827 	86,191 	60 1 757 0 644 
1943 	30 9 700,628 	8,613,405 	7,118,026 	9E8,626 	564,067 	47,984,752 
1944 	65,132,818 	16,934 1 673 	10,996,646 	2,994,800 	3,238,233 	99,29'?,170 
1945 	60,082,144 	24 9 062 0 193 	11,905,469 	1,735,608 	1,088,850 	98,874,264 
146 	29,043,958 	18 1 259,407 	6 9 738,449 	517,568 	333,650 	54,893,042 
1947 	25,264,094 	8,801,304 	4,372,841 	987,033 	- 	39,425,272 
1948 	22,407,446 	3 1 715,550 	3,656,270 	231,449 	1,176,018 	31,166,733 
1949 	48,360,504 	4,351,215 	4 1 888,011 	3,540 0 498 	2 1 993,250 	64,133,478 

Following the opening of navigation at the Lakehead on April 6 lake 
shipments of grain this season have been quite heavy. Up to May 19, 1949 total 
shipments of the five major grains via water from Fort VJilliam-Port Arthur amounted 
to 64.1 million bushels, the highest since 1945. Shipments of wheat amounted to 
48.4 million bushels, approximately 75 per cent of the total. Rye shipments of 
3.5 million bushels were the 1argst of any comparable period during the preceding 
ten years, while flaxseed shipments of 3.0 mill ion bushels were exceeded only once 
during the same period. Shipments of oats and barley amounted to 4.4 mifl ion and 
4.9 million bushels respectively4 

Rainfall Distribution in Relation to Vheat ProIuction - 

	

- - 	The following 
press release, based on a twelve-year study of the effects of rainfall distribution 
on wheat production In the Peace River region, was recently issued by the 
Information Service, Dominion Department of Agriculture: 

"A twelve-year study recently completed indicates that in the Peace 
River rogion adequate 3une rainfall Is vital for satisfactory grain yields. 
Precipitation at any other time Is of secondary consequence. Wet autumns and 
heavy winter snows, says A. C. Carder, Dominion Experimental Station, Beaverlodge, 
Alborta, undou:tedly benefit the next season's crops but do not result in 
abundant yields unless supplemented by late spring or early summer rains. 

Moisture supplies for crop growth are dependent on rainfall and 
seepage of snow-melt. This latter factor is an uncertain quantity. In some 
years percclation of snow water may be considerable, but In normal seasons it 
is largely prevented by frozen soil. 

Jtudies at Beaverlodge with wheat, indicate that the yield of this 
cr:ç is act directly associated with the total amount of the twelve-months' 
precipitation of the autumn and winter previous to seeding and during crop growth. 
Of even less influence is the precipitation over the seven-month perIod previous 
to seeding (September-March). More surprising, the yield of wheat did not seem 
significantly related to the amount of rainfall occurring during crop growth 
(April-August). However, yield was more cl)se1y stseciated to the amount of 
precipitation occurring the first half of the growing season than to that falling 
from late 3une to harvest. When the growing season was broken down to Its 
monthly components, a very definite association between rune rainfall and wheat 

(Continued on Page 24) 



Rail Shipments from Fort Vtilliain-Port Arthur - 
Details of mrnthly 

rail shipments of wheat from the Lakehead for the past three crop years ind the 

distribution of the April 1949 shipments are set forth in the tables belw. 

Monthly Rail Shipments of Theat from the Lakehead, 1945-46 to 1948-4 

1948-49 1947-48 1946-47 145-46 

- bushels - 

August 	...... 51,283 90,574 187,825 23 1 255 
September 30 0 C17 91,366 175,773 57,533 
October 	........... 46 9 274 131,290 255 9 754 
November 138,600 100 0 563 256,249 99,197 
December 1,740,403 691,223 1,601,883 2,280,636 
January 	•....... 3,794,390 3,149,421 2 0 462 0 002 4,533,707 
February 3,720,733 1,851,773 1,816,087 1,127,764 
March 	............. 1,510,905 3,423,684 1,711,013 2,223,266 
April 659,467 371,950 566,006 1,315,730 

154,551 361,386 536,462 
June 	,.o...,,,..... 81,133 241,475 920,233 
July 	. 231,414 123,145 130,276 

Total (12 months) 10,368,942 9,758,598 13,021,835 

Distribution of Rail Shipments of Wheat from the Lakehead, 
by Provinces and Grades, April 1949 

Prince 
New 	Nova  Ontario 	Quebec 	Brunswick 	Scotia 	

Edward
Island 

- bushels - 

1 Northern 	............. - 225,000 - 

2 Northern 	....,...,.... - 283,000 - 	 - 	 - 

3 Northern .........., - 23,500 - 	 - 	 - 

Number 5 12,500 48,750 3,000 	- 	1,500 
Tough No, 	5 	....... 10,667 13,634 1,500 	1 9 333 	- 
Rej. 2 Nor. Mxd 	Htd. 	.. - 13 9 000 - 	 - 	 - 

Rej. No. 5 Mxci. Htd. 	... - 2,83.3 - 	 - 	 - 

1 	C . W.A • D. 	. • . . . , . . . 	. 7 000 - - 	 - 	 - 

3C.W.A.D. 	............ 1,500 4,500 - 	 - 	 - 

sample Htd. 3,000 1,500 - 	 - 	 - 

Tough Ssmple 	.,.,....... 750 - - 	 - 	 - 

Tough Sample Heated .... 1,000 - - 	 - 

T 	o 	t a 1 	.............. 36,417 615 9 717 4,500 	1,333 	1 0 500 

GRAND TOTAL •. 659,467 
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Freight Assistance Shipments - Based on claims filed for payment up 
to April 30, 1949, freight-assisted wheat shipments from the Prairie Provinces to 
Eastern Canada and British Columbia during August-March of the current crop year 
amounted to 7.1 million bushls, loss than half the total shipped during the same 
period in 1947-48. Although this year's total is subject to upward revision as 
additional claims are filed it is quite evident that current crop year shipments 
continue to lag far behind those of 1947-48. While all provinces have received 
smaller shipments than last year, the decrease has been particularly noticeable 
in Ontario and Quebec which normally account for the bulk of feed grain shipments. 

Provincial Distribution of Freight-Assisted Wheat Shipments, 
1948-49 and 1947-48 

1348-49 Ontario Quebec Brunswick Scotia 
Prince 
Sdward  
Island 

British 
Columbia Total 

- bushels - 
August 397,645 379,067 30,697 37,583 11,985 263,178 1,120,155 
September 407,943 324,255 35,188 42,278 18 9 008 243,858 1,071,530 
October 353,665 305,142 25,188 40,097 9,615 246,988 980,695 
November 491,952 408,418 23,343 34,395 10,235 230 9,938 1 0 199 0 281 
December 269,928 219 0 792 19,952 31,115 10,495 256,012 807,094 
3anuary 403,470 283,968 23,073 31,935 9,188 215,537 967,171 
February 290,055 140,903 18,875 24 9 460 5,403 162,055 641,751 
March 95,142 140,177 9,307 14,697 7,430 38,840 305,593 

T o t a 1 . 2,709,800 2,201,722 185,423 256 0 560 82 1 359 1 0 657,406 7 0 093,270 

Same Period 
1947-48 6,188,757 4,983,456 536728 562,526 232,208 2,627,892 15,131,567 

Claims filed for payment under the Freight Assistance Plan represent 
inilifeed shipments of 395,521 tons during the eight..month period ending March 31, 
1949. While the preliminary total for inilifeed shipments during August-March of 
1948-49 is below the comparable figure for 1947-48, the decline has not been as 
marked as in freight-assisted wheat shipments. As with the latter, the current 
crop year's inillfeed shipments are subject to revision as additional claims are 
filed for payment. 

Provincial Distribution of Freight-Assisted Milifeed Shipments, 
1948-49 and 1947-48 

August 1, 1948 to - 	August 1, 1947 to 
March 31, 1949 	 March 31, 1948 

- tons - 

128,334 184,368 
171,056 203,920 

New Brunswick 25,953 34,758 
ova Scotia 30,889 36,452 

Prince Edward Island 	..... 6,516 9,734 
British Columbia 	.......... 32,773 47 1 638 

P o t a 1 ................. 	 395,521 	 516,670 

WIM 



Monthly Export Clearances, Etc., in Comparison with the Customs ExportE of 
1heat and Vheat Flour 

Overseas U.S. Imports V Customs Ctstoms 
Clearances of Canadian Exports of 	Total Erports of 
of Canadian 14heat for Canadian Wleat and 
Vheat Consumption and Viheat Flour V11.eat Flour 

Grinding in Bond 

- 000 bushels - 

August 5,982 227 6,O6 12,515 17 0 339 
September 10,131 241 4,080 14 9 452 11,338 
October 12,481 437 5,771 18,689 23 9 653 
November 20,494 441 5,748 26,683 23,008 
December 11 1,044 124 3,604 14 0 772 17,488 
January 14,333 77 6,247 20 9 657 20,406 
February 10,439 75 5,601 16,115 13,639 
March 8,121 31 6,211 14,363 14,085 
April 10,286 4 7 9 113 17 0403 12 1 152 
May 17,859 1 10 0 623 28 1 483 28,701 
June 22,192 5 7,301 29,498 31 9 594 
July 18,354 9 - 	 7,428 25,791 - 	 26,404 

T o t a 1 161,716 1,672 76,033 239,421 239 9 807 

1947-48 
August 9 9 601 2 7 9 048 16,651 18,140 
September 9,363 12 5 0 864 15,239 15,990 
October 9 9 680 35 7 0 001 16 9 716 17 0 204 
November 12,006 1 5,796 17,803 22 9 763 
December 7 9 480 2 3 9 829 11,311 20,717 
January 15,175 3 4,064 19,242 15,961 
February 11 9 296 71 4,970 16,337 10 1,743 
March 10,323 2 4 0082 14,407 15,058 
April 10,080 3 5,783 15 9 866 9,965 
May 12,955 1 5 9,086 18 9 042 19,924 
June 12,464 1 4 9 730 17,195 15 0881 
July 12949 - - 3,224 16,173 - 17,129 

P o t a 1 133,372 133 - 	 61,477 194,982 199 9475 

948-49 ±" 
August 9,111 1 4,244 13,356 13,829 
September 10,555 3 3,670 14,228 11,942 
October 11,566 1 6 9 509 18,076 21 0 913 
November 15,604 6 5,455 21,065 20,792 
December 12 0 744 8 3,803 16,555 18,204 
January 14,431 22 3,756 18,209 18,342 
February 12,053 43 2,901 14,997 14 0 214 
March 13,806 206 3,195 17,207 13 9 707 
April - 13,769 3,921 	- 17 9 690 20,303 

T o t a 1 113,639 290 37,454 151,383 153,246 

.1/ U.S.A. official figures. 
/ Exports for months of August 1946 to January 1949 revised to remove effect of 

time lag In the returns made by Customs. Subsequent months to be revised as 
data become available. 
Unadjusted, as published by External Trade Division, Dominion Bureau cf Statistics. 

/ Subject to revision. 
/ U.S.A. imports for April not available. 
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Overseas Clearances and United States Imports of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour, 
August 1948 to April 1949 

March 	April 	August-April 

	

Wheat 1 / 	Wheat / %Theat , 	Wheat / 	Wheat 
	Wheat 

	

Flour -' 	Flour -' 	Flour -'-' 

- bushels - 	- bushels - 	- bushels - 
COMMONWEALTH C CUNTRI ES 

	

United Kingdom .,. 1,353,114 10,147,869 2,144,664 	9,047,580 16,892,812 	88,280,905 

	

Eire ............. 	 - 	759,092 	- 	- 	17,491 	1,707,492 

fr ica 

	

Br. E. Africa ... 	 1,030 	- 	- 	- 	6,543 

	

Br. S. Africa ... 	 - 	- 	- 	905,267 	227,002 	1,814,596 

Br. West Africa 

Gold Coast 	...... 11,992 - 3,159 - 	 154,538 - 

Nigeria 	......... - - 459 - 	 9,643 - 

Sierra Leone .... 1,710 - 5,738 - 	 51,318 - 

Other Br.LAfrica - - - - 	 2,066 - 

Asia 

Aden 	........... - - - - 	 73,782 - 

Hong Kong ....... 61,016 - 65,164 - 	 762,354 - 

India 	........... - 1,810,543 - 1,597,243 	189 17,559,253 
Pakistan ........ - - - - 	 459 9 144 - 

Europe 

Gibraltar .... 	 . 14,643 - 45,414 - 	 113,022 - 

Malta 	........... - 608,884 - 145,600 	- 1,652,332 

iorth America 

Bahamas 	......... 21,029 - 8,820 - 	 194 1 373 - 

Barbados 	........ 31,671 - 24,372 - 	 328,167 - 

Jamaica 	......... 105,629 3,362 182,812 - 	 853,236 19 0 936 
St. Vincent 	..... - - - - 	 - 6 
Trinidad-Tobago 168,849 - 98,114 - 	 1,691,172 166 
Leeward-Windwird I. 40,739 - 54,400 - 	 552,092 - 

Bermuda 	......... 9 0 203 - 8,456 - 	 78,796 - 

British Honduras. 3 0 802 - 342 - 	 26,964 - 

Newfoundland .... 31 6837 - - - 	 1,023,813 17 

South America 

British Guiana .. 	102,438 	- 	88,889 	- 	666,396 

TOTAL COMMONWEALTH 
CCUNTRIES .. ..... 1,958,702 13,329,750 2,730,803 11,695,690 24,184,913 101,034,703 
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Overseas Clearances of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour - continued 

March 	April 	August-April 

Wheat 	Wheat 	n 

	

/ Wheat , 
	eat / Wheat 	Wheat 

F10 i, 	Flour -' 	Flour J/  

	

- bushele - 	- bushels - 	- bushels - 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Africa 
Azores and Madeira 2,439 2,556 12,920 - 
Belgian congo .... 15,719 - 11,016 - 87,184 - 
Canary Island 	•.... - - 1,147 - 11,574 - 
Egypt .- 2,984 205,277 2,085,685 
French Africa ..... - - -• 20,146 - 
Liberia 571 - 459 - 6,425 - 
Morocco - 91,418 
Portuguese Africa , 97,659 - 1,800 - 102 0 375 - 
Spanish Africa .., - - 3,672 - 

Asia 
Arabia 	.... ......... 4,131 50,000 20,705 222,167 45,720 421,530 
China 17,811 - - 54,133 350,172 522 0 666 
Indonesia .. 1,800 - 
Iran 1 0 273 33,042 - 273 0 092 3,568 306,134 
Israel - - 184,413 - 184,413 
Japan 689 230 - 1,194 - 
Lebanon - - - - 448,408 
Palestine 11,291 - - 225,338 - 
Philippine Is. 	..... 196 9 767 - 347 9 940 - 2057,220 - 
Portuguese Asia - -- 27,540 60,606 - 
Siam 3,645 4,810 - 39,478 92 
Syria 	. 137,241 135,810 - 2,531,299 
Trans-Jordan ....... 9,306 - 9,306 - 
lurope 

Belgium 62,591 - 56,182 519,500 162,536 801,995 
Denmark 	........,... - - - - 4,568 - 
Germany 	........ 163,161 - 106,704 - 922 1 883 - 
Greece 	.... 117 - 6,426 - 57,271 - 
Iceland 91,863 11,709 - 245,574 - 
Italy 5,904 8,262 155,181 2,200,603 ,739,246 
Netherlands 3,906 643 - 97,236 361,06 
Norway - - 957,830 
Portugal 	oo.oacoo.ee  4,127 622,565 83,804 622,585 
Switzerland ....... - 365,867 49,473 11 0 200 167,320 3,067,744 
Yugoslavia - 3,213 - 9,639 - 
North America 

Costa Rica 1:3,815 21,141 - 219,694 
Cuba 91,791 80,676 - 507,038 - 
Dominican Republic 43,740 - 13,410 6,000 146,506 6,000 
French VT. Indies . - - - 1,445 - 
Guatemala .... 5,053 2,308 - 83,226 - 
Haiti 	....,....... 39,861 - 13,167 - 198,261 - 
Honduras .,... - 7,500 2,066 - 7,344 15,833 
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Overseas Clearances of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour - Concluded 

March 	April 	August-April 

Wheat 	'1ieat 	Wheat 	Wheat Wheat 
21 Wheat 	21 	Flour Flour 	Flour  

- bushels - 	- bushels - 	- bushels - 
North America - con. 

Nether. Antilles 9,670 - 10,472 - 118 1 754 - 

Nicaragua 	...... - - 1,436 - 20,925 - 

Panama 	......... 16,155 - 13,558 - 71,478 - 

Salvador 	....... 7,695 - 7 0 020 - 29,047 10,000 
St.Pierre-Miquelon 2,340 - - - 15,686 - 

oceania 
French Oceania - - - 

- 4,545 - 

Hawaii - - - - 9,950 - 

United States 
For grinding 
in bond - 176,312 

- 
- 198,853 

For human 
consumption 24,358 30 9 099 50,746 / 94,720 90,981 

Unfit for human 
consumption ... - 17 

- 
- 554 

Alaska 117 - - 100 2,637 466 
Virgin Islands - - - - 207 - 

South America 
Bolivia 	.., 3,033 - 4,590 - 7,623 - 

Brazil - - - - 322,830 - 

Colombia ....... - 19,765 - 2,415 13,275 30,480 
Ecuador .,. 21,803 - 24,210 22,400 106,115 22,400 
French Guiana - - - - 8,388 - 

Netherlands Guiana 14,323 - 11,732 - 90,396 - 

Peru 	.. ... ,.,.., 49 - - - 49 - 

Venezuela ...... 112,104 - 133,776 -. 1,371,371 - 

TOTkL FOREIGN 
CcXJNTRIES ...... 1,236,118 	682,602 1,189,917 	2,073,186 13,269,645 	12,894,761 

cRAND TOTAL 
EXPORT1D ..... .. 3,194,820 14,012,352 3,920,720 13,768,876 37,454,558 113,929,464 

/ Canadian Customs Returns - conversion rate 4 1/2 wheat bushels equal 1 barrel. 

/ Overseas clearances as reported by the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain 
Commissioners. Subject to revision. 

/ Exports for the months of August 1948 to ranuary 1949 revised to remove effect of time 
lag in the returns made by the Customs. 

±/ United States imports for April not available. 

Source: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census. 
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Current Wheat Prices - Prices of Canadian wheat for domestic use and 
for export to the United Kingdom remain at the levels established at the beginning 
of the current crop year. The price for both classes of wheat, including carrying 
charges of 5 cents per bushe1 is $2.05 per bushel, basis No. 1 Northern in 8tore 
Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver. 	- 

During the four weeks ending May 14 the price set by the Canadian V.heat 
Board for Class II Commercial wheat (for export to countries other than the 
United Kingdom) showed remarkably little fluctuation, ranging between $2.15 and 
2,17 per bushel for No. 1 Northern throughout the entire period. The average 

price for this class of wheat for the week ending May 14, 1949 was $2.15 7/8 per 
bushel compared with averages of $2.72 3/8 and $2.86 1/2 for the corresponding 
weeks in 1948 and 1947, respectively0 

Weekly Average Prices of Canadian Wheat, 
Basis in Store Fort William-Port Arthur and Vancouver 

(Source: Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Coimnissloners, Fort Vi1l1am) 

Week ending - 

April 23 	April 30 	May 7 	May14 

- cents and eighths per bushel - 

(1) Class I Domestic 
(A) Domestic Use 
1 Hard. 
1 Northern .. ................ 
2 Northern ..........  

3 Northern 	• • 	• . 0 • • 

4 Northern 	0 • •, 	 . . 

Nber 5 
Nber 6 
Feed 
1 C. (O Garnet 40.0000000000000 

2 C. W. Garnet 
30. W. Garnet 
1 Alberta Red (inter 
2 Alberta Winter 
3AlbertaWinter ....... ....... 
1 C. W. Amber Duru.m 
2 C. W. Amber Durum ........... 
3 C. W. Amber Durum 

205 205 205 205 
205 205 205 205 
202 202 202 202 
200 200 200 200 
197 197 197 197 
192 192 192 192 
188 188 188 188 
186 186 186 186 
200 200 200 200 
198 198 198 198 
196 196 196 196 
205 205 205 205 
204 204 204 204 
201 201 201 201 
205 205 205 205 
202 202 202 202 
200 200 200 200 

(B) Initial Price to Pr ouc'ers 	3C cent 	h. shel uoder '3k.1-, edu1e A 

(2) Class II 	xpor 
(A) United Kingdom 
1 Hard 	0 0 0 0 0 0 0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 205 205 205 
1 Northern 205 205 205 205 
2 Northern 	.......,........... 202 202 202 20 
3Northern.,.,,.,.,..,.,.. 200 200 200 20( 

(B) Commercial 
l Hard .................,..,... 215 215/3 215/7 215/7 

215 215/3 215/7 215/7 
2 Northern 	..,..........,...,... 212 212/3 212/7 212/7 
3 Northern 	... ...... ....... 210 210/3 210/7 210/7 
1 C. W. Amber Durum ....,.,,.. 215 215/3 215/7 215/7 
2 C. W. Amber Durum 212 212/3 212/7 212/7 
3 C. W. Amber Durum .....,,.,,. 210 - 210/3 210/7 210/7 
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11H' CANktULN FLOUR ILi' 3ITUitTION 

Production - Canadian flour production during April amounted to 
1,586,961 barrels compared with 1,715,683 barrels in the preceding month and 
1,952,464 barrels in April 1948. There has been little change recently in the 
production pattern of Canadian flour mills which have been operating between 
60 and 70 per cent of their rated capacity since last December. Mills reporting 
perations during April had a rated capacity of 100,105 barrels per 24-hour day 
and, on the basis of a 25day working period, 634 per cent of the rated capacity 
was effective. Production during the August-April period of the current crop 
ear was 15,650,942 barrels compared with 18,729,893 barrels for the similar 
peiJ f 	47-48. 

I)orts 	Based on Customs returns, exports of Canadian flour in 
Apiil were 871,271 barrels, the highest since last November. Total exports for 
the first nine months of 1948-49 were 8,323,235 barrels, a decrease of approxi-
mately 23 per cent from the exports for the comparable pericd of 1947-48. 

Production and Exports of Wheat Flour, Canada, 1937-38 to 1948-49 

Crop Year Production Exports 

- barrels of 196 pounds - 

1937-38 ......................... 12,867,728 3,609,656 
1938-39 .................... 15,197,297 4 9 604,245 
1939-40 ,....................... 17,778,311 6,781,367 
1940-41 ....... ... ., 19,575,833 10,288,827 
1941-42 19,905, 741 10 9 205,778 . . . . . .. .. ... . .. . .... . . . . . 
1942-43 . .... ... .......,.. 23,590,516 12,575,215 
1943-44 ......................... 24 9 303,833 13,464,371 

24,634,905 13,923,832. ) . 
26,435,341 14,470,177—" 
28,588,456 16 , 896 , 233 2 

1947-48 .. 	..... 24,159,696 13,661,573 

August 	......... ................ 1,619,752 943,152./ 
September 	,.................... 2,174,417 815,658 

1,446,462/ October 	........................ 1,959,206 
November 1 0936,427 l,212,229 
December 	... .. . Q• ,OOQOOG 1,727,899 845,172 
January 1,468,422 834 9 741 
February 1,462,175 644,590 
Lirch 	............,...... ..o.... 1,715,683 709 9,960 
April 1,586,961 871,271 

T 0 t a 1 - 9 months 	............ 15,650,942 8,323,235 

Seine Period 1947-48 ............. 18,729,893 10,963,920 

J Based on Custozn8 returns. 
/ Exports for months of August 1945 to ranuary 1949 revised to remove effect of 

time lag In the returns made by Customs. Subsequent months to be revised as 
data become available. 
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1. 

Near-Record Winter wheat Production Forecast - Based on conditions at 

May 1, the 1949 U.S. winter wheat production is indicated at 1,021,476,000 bushels, 
about 2 million bushels more than a month ago, according to the Crop Reporting 
Board, United States Department of Agriculture in a report released on May 10. 
This is second only to the 1947 record crop of 1,068 million bushels, and compares 
with the 1948 production of 990,098,000 bushels and the (1938-47) average of 
726,553,000 bushels0 

The acreage of winter wheat remaining for harvest is estimated 

	

55,656,000 acres, the largest of record. This is 1.5 per cent more than 	: 
previous record of 54,835,000 acres harvested in 1947; 5.3 per cent above the 
52,859,000 acres harvested in 1948 and nearly a third more than the 10-year average 
The portion of the seeded acreage that will not be harvested for grain is estimated 
at 9.3 per cent compared with 9,1 per cent last year and the 10-year average of 
11.1 per cent. The indIcated yield is 18.4 bushels per acre for harvest compared 
with 18." bushels last year and the 10-year average of 17.0 bushels. 

?iheat came through the winter in a generally thrifty and favourable 
condition. Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, eastern Colorado and New Mexico show substan-
tial improvement from a month ago resulting from the general rains and favourable 
April growing conditions. Wheat over most of this area is well rooted with heavy 
stooling and excellent colour. However, rather heavy loss of acreage and thinning 
of stands are now in evidence from winter killing and smothering in north central 
and central Kansas counties and from wind erosion in the Panhandle areas of 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

Sharp deterioration in prospects is evident in Nebraska and parts of 
South Dakota where the full effects of the late winter ice covering and water 
logged fields are now showing up. The top soil is becoming dry in the area 
extending from Indiana to western Missouri but condition of the crop here has 
been maintained during the month. In California and the Pacific Northwest a 
prolonged dry spell has resulted in dry top soil and some deterioration of the 
crop. Reseeding to spring wheat of a substantial acreage of abandoned winter wheat 
in the Pacific Northwest has been practically completed. Loss of acreage is heavy 
in the high plains States of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and New Mexico where wheat 
was seeded under dry soil conditions last fall and the crop went into the winter 
with limited plant development. 

Later information on weather and crops is contained in the "Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin" of May 25, 1949 which states, in part, that: 

Small grains made generally good progress and were favoured by rather 
general rains in northern, middle and western portions of the country, except in 
the south-central portion of the western Plains where there was some wind, hail 
and excessive rain damage. 

4heat Is heading as far north as southern Nebraska, northern Missouri, 
and nearly to the Lake region, with harvesting under way in the Gulf States, 
Georgia, and South Carolina. Condition of the crop is mostly good to ery good, 
except some rank growth, lodging, hail and excessive rain damage in Oklahoma, 
Kansas and some adjacent areas. Spring wheat generally made very good progress, 

Supply Position 	During the ten months ended April 30, 1949 
disappearance of wheat for milling or export amounted to 831.0 million bushels 
according to the Production and Marketing Administration, United States Department 
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of Agriculture.. Viheat milled for flour amounted to 520.4 million bushels, down 
from last years figure but slightly higher than the 1942-46 average. Exports 
of wheat as grain during the July-April period totalled 310.6 million bushels 
compared with 260.5 million bushels for the same period of 1947-48. Exports of 
flour, including semolina and macaroni, were equivalent to 117.7 mIllion bushels 
of wheat during the first ten months of 1948-49 compared with 151.3 million in 
the same period of the preceding crop year. The balance remaining on May 1, 1949 
for milling, export or carry-over was 45304 million bushels, almost 100 million 
bushels above the 1942-46 average. 

United States Wheat Supplies 

1942-46 	1947-48 	1948-49 
Average 	Preliminary 

- million bushels - 

Carry.-over stocks, July 1 .......... 
New crop •ea.,00000000.o.000...00eo,eo..ø 

Imports, July 1 to March 31 

Total Supply . . . . . . 

Estimated quantity for feed and seed !/ 
Quantity remaining f or milling, export 9  

or carry-over 
Disappearance July 1 to April 30 

Wheat milled for flour 
Exports of wheat as grain /.....,.... 

Total Exported or Milled 

Balance on May 1 for milling, export or 
carry-over 

389e1 83.8 195.9 
1 9026.9 1 9 36702 1,288.4 

26.1 .1 .1 

1,442.1 1,4l.1 1,484.4 

478.1 288.1 200.0 

964.0 1,163.0 1,284.4 

515.6 555.8 520.4 
93.7 260.5 310.6 

609,3 81603 831.0 

354.7 346.7 453.4 

/ Includes an estimate for breakfast tood, which is not included In the quantity 
of wheat milled for flour. In the 194246 average, 53 million bushels of 
wheat used for industrial alcohol are also included. Use of wheat for alcohol 
in 1947-48 and for this season to date was small. 

/ In addition to grain exports, flour including semolina and macaroni was 
exported In the equivalent of 117.7 million bushels during July-April this 
season compared with 151.3 million the same months last season and 74.1 million 
the 1942-46 average0 Exports based on Census Bureau reports except April 1949 
which is estimated. 

Flour Production - 
Wheat flour production in March was 20.2 million 

sacks, according to estimates, by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. 
This was about 2 per cent more than the February output of 19.8 million, and 
about 7 per cent less than the production of 21.8 million In March 1948. Flour 
mills operated during March at an average of 6408 per cent of capacity. 

Wheat grindings in March amounted to 46.4 million bushels, compared 
with 45.3 million In February; wheat offal of 388.1 thousand tons was produced, 
about 11 thousand more than in February0 

Wheat flour stocks on March 31 were 5.4 million sacks, 310 thousand 
more than on December 31, 1948. 
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Chicago and Minne-ilis Cash Viheat - The cash wheat market in Chicago 
during the period April 25May 26, as in the past few months, remained largely 
nominal in character. Demand was quiet as both the Commodity Credit Corporation 
and mills were in the market for only limited amounts. Receipts improved towards 
the end of the period with 1,376 carloads arriving during the week ending May 26. 
In the Minneapolis cash wheat market prices held f. 'rn with a slight net gain 
registered in the period under review. As in the Chicago market, however, there 
were no outstanding developments. 

Government support policies continue to play a dominant part in both 
cash and futures wheat markets. turing the four weeks ending May 20, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation purchased 95.6 million bushels of wheat in all markets, 91.7 
million of this total having been acquired under the price support program. 
Total purchases by the C.C.C. from 3u1y I to May 20 have amounted to 3824 
million bushels of wheat as grain and 294 million bushels of flour in wheat 
equivalent. 

Daily Cash Wheat Prices on the Chicago and Minneapolis Markets 

Chicago Minneapolis 
1949 

Grade 	Price Grade Price 

April 25 3 Red Smutty 	210 1 Dark Northern 	220 - 225 
26 3 Red 	235 1/2 1 Dark Northern 	220 1/2 - 224 1/2 
27 None 1 Dark Northern 	221 3/4 - 226 3/4 
28 None 1 Dark Northern 	218 1/4 - 223 1/4 
29 None 1 Dark Northern 	218 3/8 - 223 3/8 
30 2 Hard 	225 1/4 1 Dark Northern 	219 3/8 - 224 3/8 

May 	2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
1? 
18 
19 
20 
21 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Sple. Gr. Red 
3 Red Tough 
3 Red 
None 
1 Nor. Spring 
2 Red 
2 Mixed 
2 Hard 
3 Red 
None 
N one 
None 
None 
None 
3 Red Tough 
None 
1 Hard 
None 
None 
None 
None 
2 Red Tough 

195 
235 
234 

229 
234 
225 
227 1/2 
234 

23 

225 

233 

1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 
1 Dark Northern 

221 1/2 - 226 1/2 
222 3/4 - 227 3/4 
223 1/2 - 228 1/2 
223 1/2 - 228 1/2 
226 1/4 - 231 1/4 
224 3/8 - 229 3/8 
223 1/2 - 228 1/2 
223 1/4 - 227 1/4 
227 1/2 - 231 1/2 
226 5/8 - 229 5/8 
227 3/8 - 230 3/8 
228 1/2 - 231 1/2 
230 - 233 
226 - 227 

223 1/2 
222 
220 
221 1/8 
222 3/4 - 223 3/4 
224 1/8 - 226 1/8 
224 1/8 - 228 1/8 
223 3/8 - 228 3/8 
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Chicago V,'heat Futures - Generally speaking, there were no marked 
fluctuations in the Chicago wheat futures market during the period April 27-
May 27. The May futures dropped during the first few days but by May 21, when 
they went off the board at $2.25, this loss had been recovered. Trading in 
March futures began on May 23, when they closed at $1.95 7/8, only slightly 
below quotations for the other three contract months for new-crop wheat. 

As the harvest in the southern wheat-growing States got under way, 
new crop conditions became of increasing importance. The release of the 
government's May 1 estimate of a near-record winter wheat crop of 1,021 million 
bushels confirmed earlier expectations concerning the size of this year's crop. 
although heavy rains were interfering with harvest In some districts, these 
were not sufficiently serious to cause any noticeable repercussions in the 
futures market. Some apprehension was felt, however, at the possibility of 
lack of adequate approved storage space which might necessitate the forcing of 
considerable wheat on the open market as harvesting progressed. 

Chicago Wheat Futures, High Points of Closing 

1949 	May 	July 	September 	December 	March 

- cents and eighths per bushel - 

April 27 225 196/7 196/6 198/6 
28 219 192 1/6 192/6 194/6 
29 217/4 193/9 193/6 195/6 
30 217/5 194/4 194/5 196/4 

May 	2 218/4 193/7 193/7 195/6 
3 219 194/1 94/1 196 
4 218/2 193/5 194/1 195/6 
5 220/1 193/3 193/4 195/4 
6 223/6 194/4 194/3 196/6 
7 222 192/4 192/3 194/5 
9 221/3 192/1 192/2 194/3 

10 223 193/6 193/3 195/4 
11 224 194/6 194/1 195/6 
12 223/7 194 193/6 195/1 
13 224/3 197/3 197 198 
14 224/7 197/1 197/1 199/2 
16 226 196/7 196/6 198/4 
17 222/5 195/9 195/2 196/7 
18 222/3 196/7 196/5 197/6 
19 221/2 196/7 196/5 197/6 
20 223/4 195/7 195/5 196/7 
21 225 196/2 195/2 196/4 
23 197/4 196/7 197/7 195/7 
24 198/4 198 199/2 196/5 
25 196/7 196/4 198 195/2 
26 195/3 195/2 197 194/6 
27 192/7 193/3 195/2 193/4 
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THE ARGETINE WHEAT SITUATION 

The following review of the grain situation in the Argentine has been 
extracted from a report forwarded on May 18, 1949 by Mr. V[. B. McCullough, 
Commercial Secretary (Agriculture) at Buenos Aires and is reproduced herewith by 
kind permission of the Trade Commissioner Service. 

Note 	1here possible, conversions to Canadian measures have been made 
by the editors for the convenience of Canadian readers. (Pesos converted to 
dollars at the rate of one peso equals )0,2977). 

Wheat is being readily offered the government at the fixed price of 
23 pesos per quintal in sacks on railcar at port, ant' it is reported that IAPI has 
already purchased well over 128 million bushels of the new crop. No official 
statistics have yet appeared on the 1948-49 crop but trade circles continue to 
calculate the total production at nearly 184 million bushels. One calculation 
places the average yield for the country at 14 bushels per acre, which may be 
compared with 21 the previous year and a 1935-45 average of 15. 

Sale of Wheat for Seed 	The Ministry of Agriculture has been 
authorized to buy wheat for seed and sell it at a reduced price to growers. The 
government has resolved to acquire 500,000 132-pound sacks at $4.76 per sack on 
railcar at station of origin and sell it to farmers at $3.87 per bag on railcar 
at destination. The regional agronomists have been placed in charge of this 
operation and farmers interested either in buying or selling must direct their 
1nuiries to the official of their respective zones. This buying price which 
works out at about 32.19 per bushel may be compared with the 31.86 at which 
lAPI is acquiring wheat for home consumption or export. 

Sale of Wheat to Brazil On May 16th Argentina and Brazil signed a 
commercial agreement by means of which Argentina agrees to sell, and Brazil to 
buy, 22 million bushels of wheat at 2,92 per bushel FOB. Delivery will be 
effected on a monthly basis for the next twelve months and under conditions to 
be established by the respective governments. This will be an outright sale 
payable through the BrazilianArgentine Payments Agreoment and not a barter 
agreement. In addition, an option is taken on another 11 millIon bushels at a 
price to be determined later, and in exchange for bananas, coffee, lumber, etc. 

Brazil's willingness to pay more than the International price for 
wheat is attributed to (1) their own dollar shortage; (2) a desire to foster 
their export trade particularly with Argentina; and (3) their intention to 
reduce the blocked debt owed by Argentina which is estimated to amount to some 
80 million dollars. 

Argentine Grain Exports 	Grains continue to leave Argentine ports 
slowly, Italy and Spain being the principal recipients. The figures below shov. 
hcw 	hv flea ff in 	i 	a v:ih the :ta ported inst year; 

April Shipments 	Four Months 

1949 1948 1949 1948 

- thousand bushels - 

Wheat 	.................. 	5,754 14,125 28,329 45,890 
Corn....,.....,...... 	1,909 4,553 15,669 37,232 
Oats 	........ .......... 	853 1,341 - 2418 480 

T o tel 	.. 	.., 	8,516 - 	 20,019 46,116 87 9 992 
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Shipments by destination up to April 30th, 1949 are as follows: 

Destination 	wheat 	Corn 	Oats 	Rye 	Barley 

- thousand bushels - 

United Kingdom - 4,445 - - - 
France 	... ........a - 542 123 - 92 
Belgium .... - 3,562 936 715 781 

12 0013 1 3 365 - - - 
Gernwny . - - 545 — - 
Rest of Europe 	, .5551 3,055 89 607 267 
Brazil 4,129 — — — — 
Others 6,391 2,505 363 - 2,002 

4 months 1949 	.. 28 9 083 15474 1,956 1,322 3,142 

4 months 1948 ...... 44,444 37,100 	- 4,870 4,556 14,593 

TIE AUSTRALIAN WHEA.T SITUATION 

Sale of 60 MIllion Bushels of Wheat to the United Kingdom 	Announcement 
has recently been made of the sale of 60 million bushels of wheat from the 1948-49 
crop to the British Ministry of Food for delivery to the United Kingdom and other 
areas for which the United Kingdom has procurement responsibility. Prices vary 
according to the time of shipment and the area of delivery, with prices after 
August 1, 1949 to be determined in June. Details of the agreement are given In 
the following cable from the Canadian Trade CoimnissIoner in Melbourne under date 
of May 10, 1949: 

"The Australian Uheat Board has concluded a sale of 60 million bushels 
of wheat and flour from the 1948-49 crop to the British Ministry of Food comprising 
35 millIon bushels as wheat and the balance as flour. Prices agreed upon for 
shipment to the United Kingdom are 13/8D a bushel for shipments. Up to March 31st, 
1949, 12/10-1/2D for shipments from April 1st to July 31st and the price is to be 
determined in June for shipments from August let, 1949. The price for shipments 
to the Middle East and the Persian Gulf area, excluding Egypt, Is 4-1/2D a bushel 
extra on the above prices. The price for shipments to other areas for which the 
United Kingdom has procurement responsibility is i/ a bushel extra. All prices 
are Australian currency f.o.b, bulk basis and flour prices will be computed on 
the wheat prices quoted. It has not yet been decided what proportion of wheat 
and flour will go direct to the United Kingdom. A Wheat Board official stated 
that the contract last year was for 80 million bushels at 17/- a bushel for the 
,ho1e period and the price reduction now announced was due to the general downward 
trend In overseas values." 

ustra1iar Cable - The following cable, dated May 16, 1949, was 
received from the Canadian Trade Commissioner in Melbourne: 

"Australian wheat stocks at AprIl 30th totalled 126 million bushels. 
Exports of wheat from April 3rd to 30th totalled 5,768,0CC bushels, principally 
to the United Kingdom and the Middle East and Flour 70,477 long tons, of which 
24,483 went to the United Kingdom, 17,774 to Ceylon and 11,364 to Malaya. 
Seeding has commenced in some areas and It is expected the acreage sown this 
year will be at least equal to the previous season, probably a little more. 
The International Wheat Agreement Is expected to be ratified shortly by the 
Federal Parliament." 
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V.'heat and Flour Exports - Exports of Australian wheat from December 1, 
1948 to April 30, 1949 amounted to 32,5 million bushels, a decrease of 6.7 million 
bushels from the total for the similar period in 1947-48. Flour exports at 
287,913 long tons, were also below the preceding year's total of 327,090 tons. 
The United Kingdom has provided the largest individual market for exports of both 
wheat and flour from Australia during the first five months of 1948-49. 

Australian Theat and Flour Shipments, December 1, 1948 to April 30, 1949 

Wheat - 	 Flour 

Two Weeks Total to Total to 	Two lCeeks Total to Total to 
ending 	April 30 same date ending 	April 30 same date 
April 30 	last year April 30 	last year 

thousand bushels 	- long tons 

United Kingdom ... 2,119 13,778 11,992 20 9 483 
Middle Fast 	.... 940 3,526 691 - 

Persian Gulf ...,. - 754 832 295 
Lebanon 331 366 - 

Transjordan ..'.,. 326 353 - 

Palestine 	....... - 187 546 
gypt 	........... 978 501 

A den - - 

South Africa - 359 -. 
Mauritius 	........ - - - - 

India 339 5,579 12 9 443 502 
Ceylon 	.. ..., 4 6 -- 9,004 
Malaya 6 44 - 4,193 
Hong Kong .. 1 6 - 

Indo-China 	..,, - - - 

New Lealand ..... - 3,516 2,232 
Fiji 	... 1 9135 
New Caledonia ..., -. - -- 4 
Pacific Islands .. -. 4 - 149 
Others - 3,304 9,567 1,654 

80 1,077 16,189 
2 9 000 29 0 774 
1,394 30 
1,000 - 

29 9 247 42,020 
5,950 29 1 502 
3,500 - 

169 393 
12,800 16 9 859 
16,053 39 
67 9 583 96,,676 
36,638 57,529 
7,505 11,008 
2,952 1,500 

6,653 

	

1,537 	1,277 

	

3,139 	7 9 637 

	

9,716 	16,657 

T o t a 1 ......, 	 3,408 	32,506 	39,170 	37,965 	287 9 913 	327,090 

Source: Australian theat Board. 

Rainfall Distribution in Relation to V'heat Production - (continued from 

page 9) - yield was indicated, while rain occurring in the other months, Ap 
May, Tu1y or August did not show such relationship 	Ii'. fa1inv in iat Jaly 
and during August actually seemed to depress yields 

It has been shown also that the quality of wheat is influenced by 
precipitation. lune rainfall again proved crucial and was instrumental in the 
reduction of the protein content of the wheat kernel. Precipitation at any other 
period of the year proved of little consequence. June rains increase tillering 
and general vegetative development of the wheat plant and therefore reduce the 
movement of nitrogen to the floral parts. This reduction of protein in the seed 
however, is frequently offset by increased yield so that the amount of protein 
produced per acre may in effect be greater." 
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LENDAR OF VHEAT EVENTS 

May 2 - The British Government has announced that the 1950 price of wheat will 
include an increase of 5s per hundredweight (54 cents per bushel) 
over the 1949 average prices but acreage bonuse... will be discontinued. 
This increase will raise the price to British producers to $3.00 per 
bushel for wheat from the 1950 crop. 

	

9 	On his return from the United Kingdom, the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister 
of Trade and Coxmnerce, announced that the United Kingdom would purchase 
400,000 tons of flour during the crop year 1949-50. This amount is 
100,000 tons above the minimum provided for in the Canada-United 
Kingdom Wheat Agreement. 

10 The United iingdom has agreed to purchase 60 ini].].ion bushels from the 
1948-49 Australian wheat crop at prices varying according to the time 
of shipment and area of delivery. Deliveries to the United Kingdom 
from April 1 to July 31 are to be on the basis of 12/10 1/2 
(about 2.08) per bushel, with prices for delivery after August 1 to 
be determined in June. 

The acreage of United States winter wheat remaining for harvest on 
May 1 was estimated at 55656,000 acres, an all.tirne record. Based 
on an estimated yield of 18.4 bushels per acre, the indicated 
production is 1,021 million bushels, second only to the 1947 crop. 
Abandonment of winter wheat acreage was placed at 9.3 per cent0 

12 - On the basis of their intentions at April 30, Canadian farmers will 
seed 26.3 million acres of spring wheat in 1949, an increase of 13 
per cent over the seeded acreage of 1948. The distribution of 
intended spring wheat acreage In the Prairie Provinces is as follows 
(millions of acres): Manitoba 3.1, Saskatchewan 15,7 and Alberta 7.2. 

Winter killing of fall wheat in Ontario, where the bulk of Canada's 
fall wheat is grown, was placed at 5 per cent, leaving 711,000 acres 
for harvest in 1949 compared with 858,500 acres in 1948. The condition 
of fall wheat, expressed as a percentage of the long-time average yield 
per acre, was placed at 100, down 2 per cent from last year's figure on 
the same date. 

13 •. The Production and Marketing Administration, United States Department of 
Agriculture, estimated that exports of wheat, wheat flour and macaroni 
products in the July 1948-April 1949 period amounted to 11,415,000 
long tons (426,120,000 bushels), compared with 10,909,000 long tons 
(407,229,000 bushels) during the same period of 1947-48. 

	

i 	Uruguay has signed a barter agreement with Brazil undertaking to sell 
the latter 65,000 tons of wheat and 45,000 tons of wheat flour. In 
exchange Brazil will deliver yerba mate, bananas, lumber, tobacco, 
coffee, cotton, textiles, machinery and metal products. It is under- 
stood the agreement involves products to the equivalent value of 
U. S. 10,800,000. 

20 Broomhall, in an early forecast, placed the 1949 wheat crop in Italy at 
240 million bushels compared with last year's production of 228 mi1lioi 
and the prear average of 279 million bushels. France's 1949 wheat 
crop was estimated at 256 million bushels, down from last year's out-
turn of 297 million bushels.. 

27 •- In an effort to make the greatest possible use of available wheat supplies, 
the French government has ordered millers to increase the extraction rate 
to 83 per cent and to add 10 per cent of rye flour to the mixture. 
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