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WORLD WHEAT SITUATION

C =
unsERt Supphies Recent estimates indicate that the supply of wheat

remaining at May 1, 1950 in the four major exporting countries for export and
carryover at the end of their respective crop years amounted to 867 million
bushels. At May 1, 1949 749 million bushels were available. Supplies this year
(in millions of bushels) were held as follows, last year's figures in brackets:
United States 505 (391); Canada 172 (182); Australia 110 (92) and Argentina 80(84).

New Crop Frospects - The outlook for the North American wheat crop is

uncertain at this time. The May 1 crop report of the United States Department of
Agriculture stated that U.S., crop prospects in genecral were less encouraging than
on April 1. Winter wheat had developed slowly in most areas and deteriorated
further in the dry southwest, reflecting growing conditions less favourable than
usual during April., Additional abandonment decreased the acreage for harvest and
slow growth lowered yield prospects. Winter wheat production was estimated at
690 million bushels. Seeding of spring wheat was being seriously delayed in the
important Minnesota-Dakota-Montana area and it was thought farmers might find it
impractical to seed their full intended acreages. Vith only average yields in
the spring wheat areas, production of all wheat might fall below a billion bushels
for the first time in seven years. During May, however, weather and moisture
conditions improved over much of the winter wheat belt and spring seeding made
good progress except in the general area of the Red River Valley. Trade sources
have suggested that the winter wheat crop might now go as high as 750 million
bushels.

In Canada, the official report on seeding intentions at April 30 indi-
cated a small decline in wheat acreage, although some sources consider that the
extremely backward season in parts of the west, particularly in Manitoba, may
cause a greater decline in wheat acreage than farmers anticipated at April 30.
Current crop conditions in the Prairie Provinces are extremely variable. Seeding
is now making good progress in most areas but moisture supplies are deficient in
many sections, particularly in Alberta, while flood and excessive moisture have
held up operations over parts of Manitoba.

In the Argentine, moisture conditions are variable, but seeding is
progressing rapidly. An over-all increase in grain acreage is anticipated in
response to price incentives offered by the government. Trade circles consider
that maximum wheat sowings will reach little more than 16 million acres although
the government's goal exceeds 17 million. No new information is available on the
progress of seeding in Australia.

Crop conditions in Europe with the possible exception of Spain are
reported to be favourable with France in particular anticipating a good vheat
crop—placed by the trade at as mich as 328 million bushels. Her prewar (1935-39)
average production was 286 million bushels.

International Vheat Agreement Sales and Purchases - An official

statement of cumulative sales and purchases under the International ‘heat Agreement,
together with the cuantities guaranteed under the Agreement by both exporting and
importing countries for the period iAugust 1 to May 12, 1950 follows: (Conversions
from metric tons to bushels have been made at the rate of 36.74371 bushels to the
ton with the resulting figurcs being rounded to the nearest thousand bushels).



Bales under the International lheat Agreement, aAugust 1, 1949—May 12, 1950
Together with Annual Quantities Guaranteed

Exporting Countries Guaranteed Quantities Total Sales
- 000 bushels -
PRISRENEAL Ty oo 0re o=a o olbio s o aie - s B 64 80,101 78,904
BEUTSRIEII S . ol RV awe, rorersdislid, otoe oo 203,377 174,903
Hanee” .. o .l S d 2 5080 ~oadb ¢ . 2538 eI
UL oA SRR CRSEN T RS TR S e 168,286 105,605
TR . £ - e Bl e e i s 455,071 362,719

Furchases under tie International Wheat .Agreement, august 1, 1949—liay 12, 1950
Together with Annual Quantities Guaranteed

Importing Countries guuri?t?ed Source: ; Total
wantitles ,.stralia Canada France U.3.4, furchases
- 000 bushels -

PATSIHITAIER (= o0 omo e 0 o 6 o 11,023 - - - 10,453 10,453
RS e easocissoe 20,209 - 7080 - 7,490 15,122
IBEHERVAAN (V5 o oo e 14 o 2l it - 306 - 630 996
BRAZANN o Bieioio o s aie e ois 13,228 - 2 - - 2
Seylon 1f «u.wen.. : 4, 409 4,409 - - 2 4, 409
Costa Ric8 .ecvese 5 1,102 - 131 - 37 168
BUDE o0 ciois 0o et hens 7,422 - B2 - o275 4y 549
Denmark .cee.oces .o 1 Neoll7 - 232 - 910 1,142
Dom. Republic ..... 735 - 570 - % 664
Ecuador 2/...c0.00. 1,286 - gL - 875 1,276
BRIt oo cove e - 8,818 6,864 1,042 - _ 7,906
w1* Salvador. -1/ . .. 404 - 1815 - 309 L2324
Greece ..... e L sl S 15,726 - 2 - 10,2 10,216
Guatemala 1/ ...... 367 - 121 - 290 el
Haiti l/ 3o BB o nod 1,029 - 945 - 92 L0230
India g/ .......... 38,287 38,274 - - - 38,274
IEEANA « oo cooeiose 10,105 - 3,799 - 2,736 6,535
BEIREEN. ok 5. aie o o niale 5 5,144 328€ 2,932 - 18501 4,70l
L . ..o e 40,418 A = - 7,490 7,490
REbanoni. bt Jadd Sk 2,388 - - - 120 120
BSEiean Shives Moy 9,180 - 349 - 8,292 8,641
Netherlands ....... 25402 2,007 500 1,470 20,192 24,169
New Zealand .,..... 5., 598 2,791 - - - 2,791
Nicaragua 1/ ...... 29/ - g8 - 213 301
Norway ..... ol ¢ 7,716 513 1,153 - 5,500 7,166
IBORIAINE; (o bterons okss ohamoms 025 - 275 - 91 372
ISEGRIN = arere oo e o Py 5192 - 57 - 3,272 3,329
Mdlippines ....... 7,202 7 476 — 567 1,050
Portugal 2/ ....... 5,144 55 275 - 4,782 5,112
Saudi Arabia ...... 1,837 19 225 - 333 ST
Sweden ...c.s0a. Wi 2,756 1,008 - - - 1,008
Switzerland 1/ .... 6,430 4 6,430 § 4 6,430
hpdnr OFf 5% Africa. 18023 2,000 5,600 - - 7,000
United Kingdom .... 177,068 20,629 133,968 1,837 1. O OIS 173, 349
Yenezuela 1/ ...... 4,777 - 3,943 - 920 4,803

Tolad 9yt sple eus L5643 50, 7€ ,904 174,903 B30~ 1.015,,605 362,719

1/ Guaranteed quantity fulfilled.
g/ Pulfilment advised: Jontfirming reoorts awaited.
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THE CANADIAN SITUATION

Yurchases of Canadian iheat by United Kingdom in 1950-51 - On May 30,
the Right Hon. C. D. Howe, kinister of Trade and Commerce, read intoc the record
in the Housc of Commons an agreed statement by the United Kingdom and Canadian
Governments regarding the result of the recent wheat discussions. The state-
ment as recorded in lansard follows:

"The Canadian liinister of Trade and Commerce held discussions in
London with United Kingdom ministers on the subject of the United Kingdom's
wheat requirements in the crop year 1950-51 within the framework of the
international wheat agreement .

"Both governments have now reviewed the results of those talks. They
are agreed that the international wheat agreement removes the need for a
contract to replace the existing Anglo-Canadian wheat agreement which expires
at the end of July.

"The United Kingdom government has made it clear that out of its
total wheat import requirements in 1950-51, it expects to buy a large proportion
in Canada which, quite apart from the special contractual arrangements for the
past. four years, is, and it is hoped will remain, the traditional source of
supply for the United Kingdom. The Canadian governmernt, for its part, is
satisfied that Canadian wheat growers will continue to find in the United
Kingdom a market for & very substantial part of their exportable wheat,"

Mr. Lowe went on to eay, "I should also mention that the United
Kingdom has agreed to take 300,000 tons of Canadian flour at competitive North
American prices as part of its purchases of Canadian wheat in the crop year
1950-51.

"In the light of all our discussions, I think it reasonable to
assume that in 1950-51 the United Kingdom will purchase from Canada between
100 and 120 million bushels of wheat. It is understood that such wheat will
be offered upon international wheat agreement terms as to price, quality and
position not less favourable than tlose obtained by any other buyer in the
dollar market, whether in the United 3tates or in Canada."

Crop Conditions in the Prairie Provinces - The following notes
are extracted from the Telegraphic Crop Report of liay 30:

The most backward season on record is being experienced in Manitoba.
iWheat seeding is only well started in the south and operations are under way
on lighter soils in the Red River Valley. 1In tie central and nortuern areas
wheat seeding is nearing completion and seeding of oats and barley is well
under way. 3eeding should be generel in southern Msnitoba by the end of the
week. Gater is receding rapidly in the inundated areas and with favourable
weather over 50 per cent may be seeded. 3Sugar beet seeding is started with
some reduction in area from the contracted 21,000 acres. All growth has
been rapid during the past week and a few fields of wheat are up. Fastures
and hay crops, especially sweet clover, are promising. The only dry parts in
tLe province are centred at Russell and 3wan River wiere some soil drifting
has been taking place.

Good progress has been made with seeding in 3askatchewan except in
the south-east end small local areas of the north. JSpring work is nearing
completion in central and western districts. For tue province as a whole,
over 80 per cent of the wheat and 50 per cent of coarse grains are now seeded
and early seedings have germinated well in most areas with about 25 per cent
showing green. OSurface moisture conditions are fair to sood but subsoil
moigture reserves in most areas are low. Grasshopper hatching nas started in
someé localities and is expected to becoume general this week but other than

e



8light local wireworm activity no reports of insect damage have been received.
Fasture growth was late but Las been rapid during the past week and the feed
situation has improved materially.

Rain in the Peace River area and showers in south and southcentral
Alberta afforded some measure of relief during tiie past week. Iliore rain is
needed however to promote satisfactory srowth, and lack of moisture is
becoming serious north of the Edmonton-wWainwright line. The weather remuains
cool and growth is slow while high winds have caused considerable soil
drifting in many areas, Wheat fields in early seeded districts are becoming
green and germination appears satisfactory. 3eeding of wheat throughout the
province is nearing completion with the proportion of coarse grain crops
seeded varying from 40 to 90 per cent.

Supply Situation - Total exports of wheat and wheat flour during
the August-april period of the current crop year amounted to 157.7 million
bushels, an increase of 5.4 million bushels over the comparable period of
1948-49. Exports of wheat as grain to April 30, 1950 were 125.1 million
bushels, an increase of 10.3 million over last year's total for the same
period. Exports of flour in terms of wheat, however, were 4.9 million
bushel s below the 1948-49 total for the first nine montus. Of this crop
year's exports to date some 63 per cent of the wheat and 43 per cent of the
flour have gone to the United Kingdom. The balance remaining on May 1 for
export or carryover was estimated at 172.1 million bushels compared with
182.4 million on the same date last year.

Canadian Wheat Supplies

1949-50 194849
- million bushels -~

Carryover in North America July 31 ..coseeessscccnossse 1Q254 Vs
New Crop PR IR K . R T N N T I S R R I R N R R S R R TR R IR T S IR T I TR R I I I N ) 30704 386.3
Imports of Wheat and Wheat Flour August l—>March 31 ... 1/ (0], 2!
TOtalS, Supply I R I R I A B AR BN B B B 46908 1‘6403
Estimated Domestic Requirements ....veeessecesencescnsns 140.0 2/ 129.6
Available for export Or CATTYOVEY ..icsoecesvcsossse 329.8 334.7
Deduct.:
Overseés cleasrances of whkeat as grain August 1—Apr.30 |51 113.6
Exports of Canadian wheat to U.S. August 1—April 30 . 7.9 142
Toitidlier, s WHEE YT EXPoBESSaRAtrs 3 ¢ - [251ske"s (e o eEla o (s lete 125.1 114.8
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat Aug.l—Apr. 30 32.6 2/ i 2/
Totals, Zxports Wheat and Vikheat Flour ............ WG7A 152.3
Balance on May 1 for EXport or CATTYOVET .eeevscss 120 1823}

1/ Less than 50,000 bushels.
2/ Freliminary estimate.

2/ August 1, 1949 to January 31, 1950 and entire crop year 1948-49 adjusted
for time-lag in the returns made by Customs.

Al



Acreage Intentions for 1950 - The acreage in Canades intended for all
wheat {spring and winter) in 1950 is placed at 27.2 million acres, about one
rer cent below last year's level of 27.5 million. This may be compared with
the l0-year average (1940-49) of 23.6 million acres. Intended wheat seedings
in the Prairie Provinces are placed at 26.1 million, down some 0.4 million
from 1949. Ontario's wueat acreage for harvest in 1950 is currently placed
at 917,800 acres {(nearly all of which is winter wheat), an increase of six
per cent over the 1949 lLarvested area. Jheat is of nmuch less importance in
tiie remaining provinces and the small changes indicated hLave little effect
on the national total. Winter wheat is seeded to some extent in Alberta and
Suskatchewan but official estimates on these seedings are not currently
available. It is thought, however, tuat the total of such wheat on the
Frairies is probably less than 200,000 acres, most of which is in Alberta.
For the purpose of this report, western winter wheat lLas been included under
spring wheat, and the acreage of winter wheat snown in the totals refers to
Ontario only. These intended acreage estimates are merely indicative of
farmers' plans at the end of April, and acreagzes actually seeded may,
therefore, vary considerably from the intentions figures, depending upon
conditions affecting seeding subsequent to April 30.

intended Acreage of #Wheat in Prairie I'rovinces, 1950
Comparea with the 1949 Seeded Acreage

Intentions acCreage Seeded Expected
1950 in 1949 Change
- acres -
Manitoba 2,850,000 3,167,000 - 317,000
Saskatchewan 15,894,000 15,737,000 + 157,000
Alberta 7,358,000 7,586,000 - 228,000
Totals 26,102,000 26,490,0C0 - 388,000

Intended Acreages of rrincipal Crops and Summerfallow
in the Frairie kFrovirces, 1950
Compared with Official Estimates for YPrior Years

ineat 1/  Oats Barley Rye 2/ Flaxseed Suwmmerfallow
- thousand acres -

NI855-557°%° 24,90  €,063 3,488 764 361 14,484
IO . ] ath 1 27,790 7,818 3,622 943 364 17,326
BOR: Loalins - 205148 8,137 4,735 8ol 982 28,118
LOME <. ... 5o =20 853 9,666 6,414 1,246 1,466 19,979
BOLE . .. bhst e . 16,000 © 10,790 7,896 4,58 2,918 20,637
1944 «...... o 22,444 10,447 6,763 §73 1,808 19,788
PORE 4.4, RAIGHE WO 6,859 10 1,034 19,859
DO esi-ihee prl22aRal 8,522 5. 7% D4l 821 20,422
LOLE copeeawe, 23,300 7,898 7,035 1,072 1,513 19, 440
1948" ... . 1. . 2800 7,535 6,082 1,965 1,810 19,991
0D osg5esoe =u0nkOR 7,339 5,017 1,068 304 20,958
10-year average

(1940-49) 22,704 8,990 6,082 9217 1,251 20,151
1988 '8k viy.s ' . 25108 7,875 6,511 1,060 482 20,105

l/ Includes relatively small acreages of winter wheat sown the previous autumn
for harvest during the current year.

g/ Includes fall rye sown the previous autumn for harvest during the current
year.
3/ Intentions indicated on April 30, 1950.
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Farmers' Marketings of VWheat in the Prairie Provinces, 1949-30

Week ending Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Total Last Year
-~ bushels -

August 1-4 86,906 396,425 857,679 1,341,010 1,047,366

11 1,487,047 408,852 352,356 2,248,255 1,396,538

18 3,916,731 2,375,960 2,036,147 8,328,868 2,120,222

25 9,032,150 6,744,337 3,980,747 19,757,234 10,570,201

September 1 6,953,093 8,751,113 4,960,194 20,664,400 25,951,607

8 5,104,625 12,005,438 7,572,940 24,683,003 31,542,951

15 3,394,999 16,809,771 7,977,799 28,182,569 34,421,627

22 1,511,831 15,854,167 8,051,995 25,417,993 27,525,049

29 1,249,693 11,832,544 6,596,577 19,678,814 17,806,785

October 6 781,873 12,004,362 6,543,917 19,330,152 14,001,115

13 531,130 5,224,134 4,027,785 9,783, 049 11,244,938

20 431,778 4,307,972 3,302,630 8,042,380 9,256,027

27 174,784 35,804,123 2,518,155 6,497,062 7,873,337

November 3 BSBLES 6 3,797,858 1,935,700 6,026,714 6,620,489

10 229,101 3,436,128 1,762,805 5,428,034 4,981,699

17 265,037 2,544,609 1,199,154 4,008,800 4,794,010

24 270,103 2,767,094 1,346,397 4,383,594 4,411,372

December 1 278,985 2,972;258 1,169,791 4,421,034 3,535,124

8 307,306 3,040,022 1,193,263 4,540,591 3,439,280

15 379,391 2,305,535 1,292,377 3,977,303 2,015,039

22 584,752 3,039,794 2,109,705 5,734,251 3,071,057

29 663,019 2,636,205 1,581,786 4,881,010 3,026,547

January 5 245,905 1,077,129 775953 1,900,587 3,436,527

12 222,310 741,034 939,661 1,903,005 3,195,302

19 191,689 799,905 758,560 1,750,154 3,641,807

26 95,218 620,728 636,069 1,352,015 1,117,750

February 2 53,533 240,528 323,458 617,519 1,422,034

= ) 82,128 469,280 725,495 L, 2968903 1,381,373

16 186,243 686,546 1,328,487 2,201,276 739,191

- 5 163,945 510,586 1,497,752 2,172,283 720,758

March 2 94,315 470,769 1,378,293 1,943,377 1,323,790

9 117,358 424,414 1,080,000 1,631,772 1,828,623

16 110,821 766,774 1,198,902 2,076,497 1,894,221

23 162,120 914,722 1,156,825 2,233,667 1,640,947

30 87,050 668,332 633,416 1,388,798 1,201,106

April 6 252,076 418,199 238,802 909,077 1,282,059

13 161,329 249,517 370,467 781,313 2,077,165

20 219,161 412,367 800,092 1,431,620 2,787,101

27 207,384 842,269 1,030,871 2,080,524 2,345,370

May 4 242,410 2,466,426 967,734 3,676,570 1,698,668

11 99,607 2,642,496 886,154 3,628,257 1,604,632

18 106,730 1,631,845 782,769 2,521,344 1,830,615

Totals 41,028,842 144,112,567 89,691,259 274,832,668 267,821,422




Visible Supply of Canadian %heat, May 18, 195C, Compared With
Approximately the Same Date, 1949 and 1948

1950 1949 1948
- GO0 bushels -
Countr'y Elevators 5 N&nitoh& s e e P PP O OB e e e 0D 00 2'145 2,594 2'144
Saskatchewan .eeecesscavoeee 14,356 9,272 9,798
Alberta e0 2800080000000 00000 17,829 15,512 8,512
e e RSl 66 0 00t 0800 O 34,330 25,378 20,254
Interior Private and Mill Zlevators cccccececese 3,713 4,200 2,874
Interior Public and Semi-Public Terminals ..ecce. 61 85 854
Vancouver-New liestminster .c.ccceoesescocssesssce - 12,885 e, 221 6,655
Ghurchill ® © 0 0 60 0P PO RO O e 0B @ G0 CO PO e P20 sBee s 126 loo 144
Fort William and Fort Arthur ..cceeeceseesceesss 39,238 13,258 4,923
In Transit - Rail (Western Division) ...c.cceevn 7,266 54205 3,693
Eastern Elevators ~ Lake Ports .ccceececccsecscs 6,352 16,601 8,190
St. Lawrence and Seaboard Ports .ccc.eeeecoseces 5,356 15,910 6,791
In Transit-—L&ke €3 €0 B0 eFPE00CO0O00BROORID PO e 6,670 4,942 3’900
In Transit - Rail (Bastern Division) ..eececocee 1,016 1,393 I, 7en
United States Ports 0 S8 000 0C 006000000 o008 et 519 481 =]
In Transit - UOS‘A‘ 008 220800000980 B s e 0P Os ses - 5 =
TOt&lS 8 ¢ 0BG PO eSS IRt e 117'532 99’779 59’979

The visible supply of Canadian wheat at midnight Nay 18, 1950 was 117.5
million bushels compered with 99.8 and 60.0 million bushels on approximately the
same date in 1949 and 1948 respectively. Stocks at country elevators and at lakehead
terminals were considerably higher than at the same time last year while stocks at
Bay and Lower Lake Ports and at St. Lawrence and Seaboard ports were much lower.

The late opening of navigation delayed movement out of the Lakehcad, but
during the five-week period ending May 18, stocks at Fort William-Port Arthur dropped
some 11.4 million bushels.  During the same period country elevator stocks declined
by 12.5 million. Stocks at Vancouver-New liestminster and in transit (via lake and
rail) in the Eastern Division increased in the same time by 5 and 7 million bushels
respectively. Changes in other stoeck positions during the five weeks were of
smaller magnitude.

Grading of Wheat Inspected, August—April 1949-50 and 1948-49

-—— A -

Inspections

August 1, 1949 to August 1, 1948 to

April 30, 1950 -~ April 30, 1949

Cars Per Cent Cars Per Cent

3 Mann*iSha INOTHREDRN Wererare sre.leteford 3 o'he 22,741 ALz Al 42,367 30.4
2 Maniltob® Northern .cevesseesscces 79,525 565 57,006 40.9
3 Manitoba Northern @0g epog IOt oo 16,513 ll." 12.619 9.1
4 Manitoba Northern scececvsvcececs 4,207 3.0 2,634 1.8
Garnet S @ S0 PO PO e LN OB BRSO B OEPEDS 2,542 ll8 1’767 103
mber mrlm‘ T OO " B O PO OO T OGO PEs b 5,081 3.6 7’558 5.4
Al.berta &:inter * P 0 00 00 0B OER O OB TVTOES 883 006 1’525 0.9
Toughs - All Varieties and Grades . 3,869 2.8 8,867 6.4
AT SOBHIENS " ' lofs /s ole o'sleta sa'0's sinie s sisls 5’750‘ 4.1 5,104 S
Totals S5 5095 2395 s00RCPIOEIBNSNOILINS 140’891 100.0 159,247 10000

v " —— et . - - v e
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Vheat Shipments to the United States by Destination,
August 1, 1949—Llay 18, 1950

Compared with Approximately the same period, 1948-49 and 1947-48

1949-50 1948-49 1947-48
bu. bu. bu.
By Vessel
BUPLALO  evvennennns e diisiinnnssenne O MY 297 9,868,096 14,266,961
Oswego ®ceo0vse0ereres00 eV RN RS LOTORNS - 787’500 =
Srie @60 tes 0080000090000 0c0essse0 et hd 1,575,567 1.155’260
lloledo CRUIE I I B2 B SRS BTN B RN N N A SR NN B I I I I ) - 825’058 -~
Chicago D I I S A A A A I S ST A A S S S ) 192,766 — o
Du.luth‘superior te e 90 v e gt EBees = 111,902 -
Totals, Vessel Shipments ......... 9,710,063 12,638,118 15,422,221
By Rail
U.Svo Seaboard Ports seeress0sronen e 95,900 = =
Other U.S.A. PointsS seeeeeenceseenns. 976,631 92,000 60,577
Totalg, Rail Shipments ...ceveeeee 1,072,531 92,000 60,577
Grand TotBlS «eeeseeceenseessesess 10,782,594 12,730,118 15,482,798

Shipments of wheat by water to the United States for re-export or
retention during the five-week period ending May 18, 1950 amounted to 22,778,615
bushels, while rail movements amounted to only 280,611 bushels. Total shipments of
Canadian wheat to the United States from August 1 to May 18 of the current crop
year amounted to 10.8 million which is below the amount for approximately the same
periods of the two previous crop years. Compared with the same period for each of
the two previous crop years there was a considerable increase in rail shipments
particularly in the amount destined for inland points. Buffalo continues to be
the principal destination of Canadian wheat shipments and up to May 18, had received
88 per cent of this crop year's shipments to the United States.

Rail Shipments of Vheat to Maritime Ports from Bay, Lake and St. Lawrence Ports

August 1, 1949 to August 1, 1948 to

May 18, 1950 May 19, 1949
- bushels -

Collingwood weeeeenon. 52 v e p 588,474 1,357,387
WG Bl s roiio 0 ol 0 OKI0 Dk TG 6,667,044 5,376,177
OVEBNTEOLTIAS 5 4% ot 3l ole.d e sials s ofa oo 1,147,892 1,911,907
Port MeNicoll eoveeessereesens 6,526,707 2,695,480
GOIBERTE | . . 3508 Seost's s sadls o's 3 208,343 379,769
OMSISIAR AN AW, (0 doorone o s ioxet Sfol foe o e 8 1,084,665 ;/ 996,095
Humberstone seeeessevroacences 282900 -
L B s M 13,329 -
Eort ColbORNEr ot s = omlss =3 e 75 - 27,426
PResCobits |« paaen oo s b s lihe 76 avers - 11,066
MoRETEaNS 3 o araks sl fonste, sEfarel Seisval o - 3,911

Heliaite < VN, o i3 481 16,469,354 12,759,218
1/ Revised.

With lake navigation opening on April 29, there have been no rail ship-
ments of wheat to Maritime ports from bay, lake and 3t. Lawrence ports in the five-
week period ending May 18, 1950.
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Lake Shipments of Canadian Grain from the Opening of Navigation to May 18, 19%
and to Approximately the Same Date, 1939 to 1949

Yheat Qats Barley Rye Flaxseed Totals
~ bushels -
1939 20,139,644 2,442,040 2,536,014 122,999 1z 25,240,697
1940 47,158,904 4,675,753 1,189,895 725,464 97,277 53,847,294
1941 62,593,519 2,389,524 1,311,924 867,685 295,951 67,458,603
1942 58,491,860 782,096 890,670 506,827 86,191 60,757,644
1943 20,700,628 8,613,405 7,118,026 988, 626 564,067 47,984,752
1944 65,132,218 16,934,673 10,996,646 2,994,800 3,238,233 99,297,170
1945 60,082,144 24,062,193 11,905,469 1,735,608 1,088,850 98,874,264
1946 29,043,968 18,259,407 6,738,449 517,568 333,650 54,893,042
1947 25,264,094 8,801,304 4,372,841 987,033 - 39,425,272
1948 22,407,446 3,715,550 3,656,270 231,449 1,176,018 31,186,733
1949 48,360,504 4,351,215 4,888,011 3,540,498 2,993,250 64,133,478
1950 21,846,834 2,155,257 4,023,873 662,059 69,271 28,757,294

April 6.
May 18 since the 1939 season.

The 1950 navigation season at the Lakehead opened on April 29, the latest
date since 1939 when the first boat arrived on May 1.

Last year's opening was on
The late opening this year has been reflected in the smallest movement to
Total lake shipments of the five major grains to

this date were only 28.8 million bushels as against 64.1 million to approximately

the same date in 1949.
accounting for 76 per cent of the total.

Shipments of wheat this year were some 21.8 million bushels
Shipments of oats at 2.2 million, barley

at 4,0 million, rye at 662,059 bushels and flaxseed at 69,271 bushels made up the
remainder.

Cascade Spring Wheat Recormended in Eastern Canada -

A press release

issued by the Information Service of the Department of Agriculture, under date of

April 6, is reproduced herewith:

"Feed grain prices are relatively high and a small acreage of good spring
wheat usually saves considerably on the money spent for chicken feed in Eastern
Canada. Cascade, the semi-hard white spring wheat, is the variety to grow for feed
purposes in this part of the country. During the past two years, it has exceeded
all others in yield. While both seasons were unusual, most farmers report that
their Cascade has not been given a good chance to show what it can really do. The
extreme heat of the 1949 summer prematurely ripened the crops and prevented the
kernels from filling properly. In spite of this, Cascade for the last two ycars
generally outyielded all the named varieties by from two to four bushels per acre.
At Normandin, in Northern Quebec, the yields of Cascade were as low as 19.1 bushels
in comparison to 20.3 for Huron and 19.8 for Coronation II. On the other hand,
Cascade at Fredericton in 1949 has yielded 49.7 bushels compared to 38.0 for Huron
and 40.7 for Coronationll, On a five year average at Eastern Branch Farms, Cascade
yielded 31 bushels compared to 29,4 for Huron and 28.4 for Coronation II,

The fact that Cascade is resistant to stem rust and to most of the forms
of mildew generally found in Eastern Canada, along with an excellent yield, has
increased the interest in growing spring wheat in many areas, say J. G. C. Fraser
of the Cereal Division of the Central Experimental Farm. Seed supplies should be
ample for the spring's requirements.”
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Rail Shipments from Fort William-FPort :rthur -

Details of monthly

rail shipments of wheat from the Lakehead for the current and preceding three
crop years and the distribution of the April 195C shipments are set forth in the

tables below:

Monthly Rail Shipments of Wheat from the Lakehead, 1946-47 to 1949-50

1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50
- bushels =
Mpgud¥ sJi,. 10,1 187,825 90,574 51,283 158,893
September ...... 175,773 91,366 30,017 131,712
OctobOr seeveen. 255,754 131,290 46,274 122,481
November «e.eoes 256,249 100,563 138,600 92,334
December ....... 1,601,883 691,223 1,740,405 342,946
TONUATY coeeeve. 2,462,002 3,149,421 3,794,391 277,502
Februery ....... 1,816,087 1,851,773 3,720,733 240,087
March ......e... 1,711,013 3,423,684 1,511,072 423,774
APPil veveeennes 566,006 371,950 659,467 2,305,727
Bl s 361,386 .154,551 884,171
IBEE: oo doesiersion s 241,475 e1,133 330,348
TULY eeevnennnns 123,145 231,414 469,797
Totels +..... 9,758,598 10,368,942 13,376,558
Distribution of Rail Shipments of Wheat from the Lakehead
by Frovinces and Grades, April 1950
Quebec Ontario U.S.A.
- bushels -
N onthenm B PRSP . 5 h 00000000000 0000 C 525,000 18,000 51,333
2 NOPthOTN seesacoscccsssasssoscscnssssocsassee 725,500 337,500 290,500
T e N S 6,000 85,000 -
NO' 5....l........!....0'00..0.0’..0.‘.0..." 82’417 2’853 L
NOfemi! oxelsrthfies otk relsTeRe oReRore) SR RorecteNetonons 'shalors o orsfoVore st - 27,567 45,114
Bdad ittt e R ahis « srvee willy s W g o o 10,020 a 12,000
Rejected 4 Northern cececeesecsccsscscosscescs 1,500 - -
Rejected NOe 5 cececorecscsccccncscecsncsccnse 1,500 667 -
IEEal Nes 15 a0 0.go 6 9B 00 4000 At JBo05 00 IR0 4,183 9,000 500
ez RN OGRS Selole ta) afele o o fehalorelelo)otniokorslsl ofslelsle o s/e o0 7,298 8,150 3,133
Tough Rejected No. 5 Mixed Heated ...coeeveees 1,333 - -
1 C,¥W., Amber DuTum ..cceeecosecsscsscscnascsse 1 $E85 - -
2 C,W, Amber DUrill +cceecsccccccccsccnses i . - 28,000 -
2 O i P aTE SRI NG IT I Fete o SYeRetstoteress sle o [ofellelel akers otatsre s 4,5Q0 - -
Sample Red Spring Fireburnt .....cecevceeccoes - 351 -
Sample Red Spring Heated ...ecocecccconccsecee 1,412 1,241 -
Tough Sample Red Spring Heated ...oeeceveceeres 2,993 5,385 -
Tough Sample Red Spring and Amber Durum Htd. . - 326 -
Tough Sample Red Spring Wheat and Rye Htd. ... - 585 -
%) Cri IE Rt eV GO S IS T ele loxsrexess shevehesskofolors ol o' oy - 31568 -
T e e VIWeRe e bats e lateke FeTeWale e saofete s oe | lis DIENI SO 528,158 402,580

Grand Total ...

S iy s b Semsmad s 50N, THY
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Freight Assistance Shipments -

Based on claims filed for payment up
to April 30, 1950, freight-assisted wheat shirments from the Prairie Provinces to
eastern Canada and British Columbia during August-March of the current crop year
amounted to 5.9 million bushels, 20 per cent less than the total shipped during
the same period in 1948-49. Vhile most of the provinees have rceceived smaller
shipments than last year the decrease has been particularly noticeable in Ontario,
which along with Zuebec normally takes the bulk of feed grain shipments. Since
the current total is subject to upward revision as additional claims are filed,
the apparent spread between this and the previous year's total may be reduced to
some extent.

Provincial Distribution of Freight-Assisted Wheat Shipments
1949-50 and 1948-49

New- Prince N New “British
1949-50 found- BEdward Sovii Bruns- “uebec Ontario Coliidia Total
land Island e wick
: - = 00C bushels -
August .... 2 25 28 2 2 244 241 939
September . 2 13 24 18 403 256 215 931
October ... 2 s 31 238 348 278 214 897
~November v 3 10 28 18 342 265 195 855
December .. h XL 21 16 255 252 208 704
“JEnuEYY ... h 5 7 16 17 167 183 560
February .. nt 7 20 12 167 175 161 543
March ..... - 10 17 14 205 195 42 483
Totals v Jude 88 181 144 2,225 1,806 1,459 5,912
Same Period »
1948-49 .. - 84 263 190 2,244 2,756 1,844 7,381

Claims filed for payment under the Freight Assistance Plan indicate mill-
feed shipments amounted to 375,779 tons during the eight-month period ending
karch 31, 1950. Wwhile this preliminary total is beiow the comparable figure for
1948-49 the decline in millfeed shipments has not been as marked as in freight-
agsisted wheat shipments. As with the latter, the current crop year's millfeed
shipments are subject to upward revision as additional claims are filed for payment.

Provincial Distribution of Freight-Assisted Millfeed Shipments
1949-50 and 1948-49

August 1, 1949 to August 1, 1948 to
Mareh 31, 1950 March 31, 1949
- tons -
Nveoundl&nd PeoPs o ss0sO e 1,595 -
Prince Edward Island :.ceeis. 7,445 (SN
Nova Scotia LR R B R A B B B B BE IR B B N 4 29'159 31’997
New BRURSHABE . o adddeeiis s 24,688 26,845
(luebec 8 0 0 0 gt s s at s 169’017 174’178
Ontario L B B BN A S I B R IR B LY R A YN 114’440 134’626
e sl ColumEi® 5598, sl o.0lé oo 29,437 37,565
TotllS. o0 2300 e oidese 375,779 411,923




Monthly Export Clearances, Etc., in Comparison with the Customs Exports of
Vheat and %heat Flour

Overseas U.S. Imports_l/ Customs 2/ Customs 3/
Clearances of Canadian Exports of Total Exparts of
of Canadian Vheat for Canadian Wheat and
Wheat Consumption and  Wheat Flour Wheat Flour
Grinding in Bond
1947-48 ~ 000 bushels -
August 9,601 2 7,048 16,651 18,140
September 9,363 12 5,864 15,239 15,990
October 9,680 35 7,001 16,716 17,204
November 12,006 il 5,796 17,803 224,765
December 7,480 (2 3,829 11,311 20,717
January 15,175 3 4,064 19,242 15,961
February 11,296 71 4,970 16,337 10,743
March 10,323 2 4,082 14,407 15,058
April 10,080 3 5,783 15,866 9,965
VMay 12,955 1 5,086 18,042 19,924
June 12,464 i 4,730 17,195 15,881
July 12,949 - 3,224 16,173 17120
Totals 133,372 133 61,477 194,982 199,475
1948-49
August 9,111 i 4,244 13,356 13,829
September 10,555 3 3,671 14,229 11,942
October 11,566 i 6,509 18,076 21,913
November 15,604 6 5,455 21,065 20,792
December 12,744 8 3,803 16,555 18,205
January 14,431 22 3,756 18,209 18,342
February 12,053 43 3,082 15,178 14,214
March 13,806 206 3,612 17,624 13,707
April 13,769 869 3,368 18,006 20,303
May 22,483 1,381 3,780 27,644 26,683
June 23,297 19 8199 B.l08 g 28,421 24,850
July 19,561 816 3,589 23,966 23,422
Totals 172,980 _5,255 48,094 232,329 228,202
1949-50 4/ -
August 16,639 62 3,898 20,599 24,013
September 14,947 a8l 3,771 19,599 18,294
October 18,420 1,675 3,240 23,335 21,903
November 20,680 2,019 4,410 27,109 27,292
December 9,751 867 3,798 14,416 21,002
January 1C,608 411 3,279 14,298 15,102
February 7,419 495 3,337 11,251 11,216
March 10,232 964 3,625 14,821 13,609
April 8,460 515 3,294 12,269 12,628
Totals 117,156 7,889 32,652 157,697 165,059

1/ U.S.A, official figures for 1947-48 and 1948-49. Later months compiled by
Board of Grain Commissioners from returns of Canadian elevator licensees and
advice from American grain correspondents.

2/ Exports for Crop Years 1947-48, 1948-49 and August 1, 1949 to January 31, 1950
revised to remove effect of time lag in the returns made by Customs. Subsequent
months to be revised as data become available.

3/ Unadjusted, as published by the External Trade Division, D.B.S.

4/ Subject to revision.
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Exports of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour
August 1, 1949 to April 30, 1950

MARCH APRIL AUGUST-APRIL
Vheat - 2/  %heat - 2/ Wheat " 2/

il Wheat— 1 Wheat— ‘heat

Flour &/ - Flour K - Flour /By aea

- bushels - - bushels - ~ bushels -

COMMONVWEALTH COUNTRIES

United Kingdom ...... 1,595,970 6,369,387 1,286,793 5,264,742 14,001,214 79,341,046

Ireland e e e0 000000 — 548’800 - = = 2,174’667
Africa

Union of S.Africa .. d 528,267 = 1,254,687 1,030 3,091,137
Br, Vesgt Africa .

Gambia e e s ssceso = e -’ - 3,672 -

GOld CO&St e e oo 17’172 Cd 14’886 o 183,177 -

Nigeria Ceev0oseso o 994 = 1,148 = 5’310 -

Sierra leone ...... 9,293 - 5,922 - 56,283 -
asia

British Ma.laya e 000 = - 4’06,215 - 1.002,249 =
Ceylon seoevcesecess 488,583 = 116,591 L 605,174 -
Hong Kong :ccccseces 40,757 - 65,650 - 1,300,459 -
Zurope

Gibralt'dr ©ceece teosen - g - = 49,172 —
Malta ...... a3t z. - 275,500 4 L = 1,183,167
North rica

Bahams s e seceneceo e 82’521 = 13’567 - 184’094 -
Barbados 6009500000080 44’510 g 48,037 - 355'103 866
Tamaica ...... sidil.  gENESE a 48,681 = 1,232,113 L
Trinidad-Tobago .... 110,358 - 198,239 L 1,901,921 .
Leeward-Windvard Is. 66,213 - 98,294 - 625,186 -
Bermda esecvec0eeve 7,484 - 11'898 2 87'143 -
British Honduras ... 1,836 - 5,467 - 30,856 -

South America
British Guiana ..... 1575297 - 84,852 - 826,641 -

Totals, Commonwealth
Countries ......... 2,668,658 7,721,954 2,406,240 6,519,429 22,450,797 85,790,883

S



Exports of Canadian Vheat and Vheat Flour - continued

MARCH APRIL AUGUST-APRIL
v 2/ vhe . 2/ ‘\heat : 2
é?zz; 1/ Vheat é?osz 5, vheat? ;?zur 1/3/ e
- bushels - - bushels - - bushels -
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Africa
Azores and Madeira . 5,630 - - - 14,783 -
Belgian CONgo .ie... 8,550 - 13,518 = 79,038 -
Canary Islands ..... - - - - 9,860 -
e OB LT 0000000 - 1,041,600 - - - 1,041,600
G572 L T e (e e e 464 - 544 - 6,349 -
Madagascar ......... - - - - 17,824 -
MOrocco sseeecsesess 28,714 - 17,681 - 338,401 213,124
Portuguese Africa .. 39,159 - 230 - 241,771 -
Spanish Africa ..... - - - - 48,024 -
EELEal] ...l %olhee - - - - - 112,000
Asia
RRBELE oo s g ot od 8,492 - - - 167,855 91,768
GHUMRA] = roloke = atsle oie skele - - 25,713 - 80,807 -
Indonesia seceoveene - - - - 14,706 -
Iran cececevecencsce - - - - 9,652 4,274,108
Israel ........ . = 179,439 - = 1,566 3,145,209
FATRE oo s e e o o b 9,112 36,638 7,344 350,933 23,706 2,794,732
Philippine Islands . 167,090 - 208,228 - 3,359,457 -
Portusuese Asia .... 6,885 - 2,812 - 9,697 -
Siam ceeeonescerenne 12,096 - 4,590 - 97,780 -
R IRCA olle kokekenele) e 1o els - - - - - 2,114,933
Burope
Belgitm «evevevennn. = 403, 200 - 946,268 18,180 6,564,272
Denmark ..cecceovens - - = - 513 122,000
Finland coeeveveccns - - - - - 110,236
France cueeeecencoces - - - - L3507 -
Germany c.coeceescse - - - - 33,241 -
GRECCOM Tl » 75 557 - - 2,160 - 22,486 ~
BONESY 5 i osasie oo o 5 ¢ o 53,019 196,400 - - 67,707 446,335
Netherlands seceeass - - - - 7,524 -
Norway .ecevececccss - - - - - 1,153,007
Poland .seceeceesence - - = - 1,062 -
PorBuEail & Jieietals shsie s s - - 4,820 - 36,986 -
ST SRR . - 517,328 - - - 1,550,138
Switzerland seeesoss - 11,200 - 373,334 5,202 5,712,785
Yugoslavia cecovvons 2,682 - 3,68l - 23,756 -
North America
Alaska seecsscvevens - - - - 68 -
Gostd RLGA  « swvvi - x 8,892 - 24,970 16,667 230,571 113,334
5112} IBIg 0o o osdia 6.0 0ol 95,197 - 184,262 - 1,426,594 -
Dominican Republic . 12,938 - 11,763 1,600 147,114 5,600
Bl Salvador .eeeesse 15,602 - 11,920 10,000 104,544 10,000
Guatemala ...e.vveoee 37,179 - 21,055 - 248,656 73,467
Holdareig' 4 . vce'onns - 16,515 - 22,075 7,803 75,110
EEG 6 5800 00000 S0 o0G 15,966 - 21,402 - 181,603 -



Exports of Canadian VWheat and Wheat Flour - concludzd

MARCH APRIL AUGUST-APRIL
Wheat . , _2/ Vheat : _2/ Vheat 2/
Flour L. Whgme Flour L/ it Flour A/
- bushels - - bushels - - bushels -
FOREIGN COUNIRIES
North America
IRTSICEN % oie \akars e o0 - - - - - 349,440
Nether.Antilles .. 19,669 - 18,072 - 170,559 -
NiCBragua e0 8 0 e e 9’063 kel 14’612 - 74’755 3’335
Panam& (IR R RN NY RN 22,216 = 119952 - 156’690 "
Baerto Rico soeoee 787 - - -~ 787 -
St .Pierre-Kiguelon 2,452 - - - 17,599 -
Virgin Islands ... 2,412 - - - 9,459 -
United States ..... 4,590 - 2,313 ~ 79,528 -
For grinding in
bOl’ld i// scsece s = 797,845 = 434"798 o 7'054’470
For domestic
consumption 4/ .. - 166,281 - 80,278 - 834,354
Oceania
French Oceania ... 40,496 - - - 40,496 -
G‘llam LIRS NN B BN BT Y ) 459 - = - 459 =
Haw&ii e00ee0e0 e = - - = 1’377 433
South Armerica
BOliVi& 0000500 e g — e - 3.858 354’668
Brazil ceevs0 000000 = - - 1,839 T 19839
geillembiar .. 4 dere 10,980 106,556 - 206,210 43,195 541,299
ECuador «.ooecoes. 13,599 7,467 14,531 11,200 170,433 56,000
Pem Coede0000ca0 e - bl b1 4 55’064 330’690
Surinam es08000e0e la,ll" — 20’385 = 145’053 L=
Venezuela 20003000 284’418 b 2599017 = 2,148’120 3,500

Totals, Foreign
Countries .ocosesn 956,925 3,474,469 887,575 2,455,202 10,201,675 39,253,784

Grand Totals ,
Exported .oco..... 3,625,583 11,196,423 3,293,815 8,974,631 32,652,472 125,044,667

1/ Canadian Customs Returns - conversion rate 4 1/2 wheat bushels equal 1 barrel.

2/ Overseas clearances as reported by the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain
Commissioners. Subject to revision.

3/ Exports from August 1 to Janmuary 31, 1950recvised to remove effect of time lag
in the returns made by the Customs.

4/ Compiled from returns of Canadiar elevator licensees and advice from American
: grain correspondents.
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Weekly Average Prices of Canadian Wheat
Basis in Store Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver
(Source: Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners, Fort Villiam)

Weeks ending
April 29 May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27

(A) CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD CASH PRICES - cents and eighths per bushel -

WHEAT )

(1) Initial Payment to Producers Compulsory Pool 1949-50
1 Hemd Fadsaaawes 50300k 23a 175 175 175 175 175
1 INQIEENERTANTSINS ate o olotelohotohs o Stote 175 175 1875 175 175
2 Northern ® S0 P2009 008680000 ¢ 0 172 172 172 172 172
SIINoTHERREAL e, i s o ofelers 170 170 170 170 170
4 Northern Cseessesescscser e 165 165 165 165 165
Number 5 .ceeveescesscscenss 155 155 155 155 155
Number 6 00065000008 06000 s 151 151 151 185" S8
FEa AN Yoxetore re¥oxensse) oxeplond i che eysrore 149 149 149 149 149

(2) Class I (Domestic Sales)_l/
1N pHehd B e ir et Aotorstofers o taveri 206 206 206 206 206
1 Northern tres2020090000000 206 206 206 206 206
2 WEEHREEN ».o.voacevessnsoes 203 203 203 203 203
SINGYENGIN. e v s s o essiooomsiese 201 201 201 201 201
4 Northern .eeecesesscessose 198 198 198 198 198
T D G AL o e 5ot )ls al o) = lorsie] s s MEiere 186 186 186 186 186
NOMBEE UG . e sxsisielols oTo ais s [shalsle s 182 182 182 182 182
REEAY (ore1 FeXTe)s slo) sx3) ool shehooTsToTcls ok 180 180 180 180 180
100, Gaptoh .vs ono0eonsnes 201 201 201 201 201
2 C.H, Garnet .eeecossceress 199 199 199 199 199
3 C.W, Garnet eeveoeveconass 197 197 197 197 197
1 Alta. Red Winter ......... 206 206 206 206 206
2 Alberta Winter ...cccee0ee 205 205 205 205 205
3 Alberta Winter ..eccecosces 202 202 202 202 202
1 C.W. Amber Durum .ceceeess 206 206 206 206 206
2 C,W, Amber Durum c.cecovoe 203 203 203 203 203
3 C.W. Amber Durum ..eceesos 201 201 201 201 201

(3) Class 1I (Export Salas)
(A) United Kingdom Contract 2/

LB e Bl o 0o de Hawsiess 206 206 206 206 206
il Northern Pecees0c0oeRason e a 206 206 206 206 206
2 Northern eesccoscoccescces 203 203 203 203 203
3 Northern ®0 0000000060000 00 201 201 201 201 201
(B) To International Wheat Agreement Countries 3/

1 Nonbhorh «.5econseinsionse 198 198 198 198 198
2 Barthabl oo s ssobsanione 195 195 195 195 195
3 Northern e 000 0DO 00300 EON 193 195 193 193 193
(C) To All Other Countries

1 HaTd .vvececocecccccnceass 218/5 218/4 215/5 22 210
1 Northerh ..ccecococeceeses 218/5 218/4 215/5 212 210
OPHGBHEEIR oo vio oo 60 Tohaowostl 216/5 215/4 212/5 209 207
B OT T =T e R ) [ 1 213/4 210/5 207 205
1 C.W. Amber Durum ...ce0... 218/5 218/4 215/5 212 210
2 C.W. Amber Durum .cece.... 215/5 215/4 212/5 209 207
3 C.W. Amber Durum ....ec.eo 213/5 213/4 210/5 207 205

1/ Covers sales for seed and feed or to mills and includes 6 cents per bushel
carrying charges. Sales prices to distillers at the discretion of the Board.

2/ Includes 6 cents per bushel carrying charges.

3/ Five cents per bushel carrying charge discontinued effective December 14, 1949.
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THE CANADIAN FLOUR MILLING SITUATION

Production and Exports -
- Canadian flour production during April

amounted to 1,628,351 barrels, compared with 1,850,721 barrels in the preceding
month and 1,582,191 barrels in April 1949. Mills reporting April operations
had a total milling capacity of 97,775 barrels per 24-hour day, and over a
24-day working period in the month, 69.4 per cent of this was effective. Total
production for the first nine months of the present crop year ending with April
amounted to 15,680,547 barrels, almost unchanged from the output of the same
nine months of 1948-49 when 15,645,691 barrels were produced,

According to Customs returns, exports of Canadian flour in April
amounted to 731,959 barrels down somewvhat from the 805,685 barrels exported in
the preceding month, and the 871,271 barrels which were exported during the
same month in the previous year. Total exports for the first nine months of
1949-50 were 7.3 million barrels, a decrease of 13 per cent when compared with
the 8.3 million barrels for the same period in 1948-49,

Production and Exports of Wheat Flour, Canada
1938-39 to 1949-50

Crop Year Production Exports 1/

-~ barrels of 196 pounds -

BB . % ... s v vecrecuracsonssne 15,197,297 4,604,245
EELORRAOR. e c M s e vveciescseacsnsa 17,778,311 6,781,367
O] e e ccas e s 800000008608 00030 19,575,833 10,288,827
B ™ > s dfole0s0 eosepessbooecsae 19,905,741 10,205,778
R« oo o )Mecocessrvaasanrasne . 23,690,516 12,575,215
1945-44 .. cc0000vs00escrccccseccse 24,303,833 13,464,371
MR =LO] e <1515 /4% o lol8 exslalo aWs) e 4| aTeleTolo & ¢ 24,634,905 13,923,832
GRS B o 005 THalo o shaicio eiujaid si0is 0610108 o 26,435,341 14,470,177
L9464 000 ¢ 0'ss 0 w0 eevioses onsese 28,588,456 16,896,233
BREP-48) ., ec000asg0nc00rscbsnnas . 24,159,696 13,661,573
ROZR=49 1,1, oils e'wes o 00000 ssfoeesinses 20,329,529 10,687,561
1949--50
BRI 5e. o/ ¢ &0 o8 0s o i 0 000w b0 sisitil 1,750,000 866,199
BRAhEr . c0vop0e0 0000000500009 1,857,154 838,052
CIEOBET = a0 v are o ¢ ¢ axs. 0,010 0/010.6 270 0 0 o060 1,858,774 719,950
B L <2 om0 0 saa s oo vo oo sanlhese 1,950,539 979,998
HEGOBET - .cccocossocosesssvsoceves 1,628,443 843,990
N ™0 o o onvenacooacsavooens 1,550,336 728,751
BRI 3 o c.014 0 0.4 060,00 06000 800 s00b e 1,606,229 741,521
I R e .= iiolo s ) & o 0 016 ¢"0i0/8.0 & 8ig 2,00 1,850,721 805,685
April $ 00009000000 0000000000000000 106289351 731,959
RS T e ol soraiolol ol ote alvue. o 15,680,547 7,266,105
Same Period 1948-49 ..coco0500 15,645,691 8,333,387

;/ Based on Custom returns. ZExports for the crop years 1945-46 to 1948-49, and
from August 1, 1949 to January 31, 1950 revised to remove effect of time lag
in the returns made by Customs. Subsequent months to be revised as data
become available.
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THE UNITED STATES WHEAT SITUATION

S S 3
_upply s suallon With ecarryover stocks at July 1, 1949 of 307 million,

a 1949 outturn of 1,146 million and probable imports of one million bushels, United
States supplies of wheat for 1949-50 amount to some 1,454 million bushels. Domestic
requirements for the crop year have been placed at about 690 million bushels leaving
some 764 million for export and carryover at the end of the crop year. According to
the March-April "Wheat Situation” (published by the United States Department of '
Agriculture) if exports for April-June are at about the same rate as in the July—
March period the total for the crop year would be about 310 million bushels. This
would leave a carry-over on July 1, 1950 of about 450 million bushels compared with
307 million bushels on July 1, 1949.

United States Vheat Supplies
(Estimates rounded to nearest million bushels)

1949-50 1948-49

-~ million bushels -

CrToe AN e sl Ghioh g B9850 G O il R 00 0 B0 0080 00 da0 L S R 0 0 00 307 196
}!ewcrop ® 92 000 5 9 S 8 OB DO YL UG T YEVESE GBS EESSOee e 1,146 1,314
Estimated Imports for Crop Year ......cvviceveceenccasesases 1 1
Total Egtimated SupplieS ce...sccceceecescoanscoccsvae 1,454 sl
Less Egtimated Domestic Requirements ...cceeeeceecccocesss 690 700
Available for Export and Carryover .c.ecececcescesces 764 811
Deduct:
Exports of Wheat as Grain July 1—April 30 ...c.ececocene 225 304
Exports of Flour and VWheat By-products July 1--April 30 . 34 116
Total Exports Wheat and Wheat Products ..onccoeeceses 259 420
Balance on May 1 for export and carryover c...c..cceee 505 391

Exports of wheat and wheat products for the period July 1 to April 30
anounted to 259 million bushels, leaving & balance on May 1 for export and carryover
of 505 million bushels.

Reduced Wheat Crop in Prospect -
— P Pe According to the Crop Reporting Board of

the United States Department of Agriculture: "This year's winter wheat crop will be
the smellest since 1943, according to May 1 indications. Growth and development of
the crop generally was poor during April with production prospects declining in all
but a few States. Production is estimated at 689,595,000 bushels. This is a decrease
of 74 million bushels from the April 1 estimate and 212 million bushels, or 24 per
cent below the crop of last year. Relatively light, unevenly distributed rainfall
received in the Southern Plains area during April was generally inadequate to alter
materiaily the adverse weather which has prevailed there since early last fall. The
most pronounced reductions were in the Southern Plains, reflecting additional abandon--
ment of acreage and lowering of yields. Production Kansas, Oklahoma and Colorado
declined nearly 49 million bushels or 17.4 per cent from the combined production
indicated in these States a month ago.

The Nation's winter wheat acreage remaining for harvest is estimated at
43,180,000 acres. Such an acreage would be 22 per cent below the record vinter wheat
acreare harvested in 1949 and the smallest in six years. The portion of the crop that
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#ill not be Barvested for grain is estimated at 18.5 per cent of the seadsd
acreage, compared with 11.1 per cent nct unrvested last year and the 10-year
average of 10.8 per cent. Basged upon crop conditions as of May 1, the indicated
vield per harvested acre is 16.0 bushels compared with 16.3 bushels last year and
the 10-year average yield of 17.5 bushels.

‘“he heaviest acreage losses have occurred in the southern Great Plains
S%tates. Uver half of the seeded acreage in Texas and New Mexico is expected to be
lost with a considerable acreage 'in the balance', depending more than usual upon
weather after May 1. In addition, relatively large acreage losses have occurred
in western Oklahoma, southeastern Colorado, and southwestern and central Kansas
where continued dry weather and greenbug infestations have taken a heavy toll this
spring.

Below normal temperatures have retarded growth of the crop over much of
the country. This could prove detrimental to the crop in some of the northern and
a2astern States. However, the lower temperatures have been generally favourable in °
the dryer areas, retarding plant growth and slowing evaporation, thus conserving
the limited reserves of soil moisture for later growth. '

Production prospects improved in kinnesota, Iowa, Maryland, West Virginia,
and Tennessse, and remain unchanged from a month earlier in Nebraska. In the Eastern
Corn Belt States, where moisture supplies have been ample to excessive, wheat growth
has been slow, many fields are thin and spotted, and parts of fields have yellowed.
The crop in the North Atlantic States suffered from April freezes, while in the
southeastern States, dry weather caused some deterioration. In the Pacific North-
vest area, moisture supplies are adeguate, but the season 1s late and the crop has
develcped slowly.

Prospects vary considerably by States. Wheat in Nebraska has made
szenerally good growth, although some stands were thinned by winterkilling. Crop
rrospects on May 1 were the same as on April 1.

Trogress of the crop in Kansas, except the northwestern area, was mostly
unsatisfactory due largely to limited rainfall, cold weather, and insects. Although
the crop generally has not made as rank growth as usual, early varieties are
beginning to head in southern areas and are jointing in most other areas. Stands
are thin and spotted in central and southwestern sections of the State.

Crop production prospects in Oklahoma are the poorest since 1943, due
mainly to infestations of greenbugs and mites, and prolonged drought. The crop is
headed or headins in all except the extreme northwest counties. Straw is reported
to be short. In practically all areas of Texas, except the High Plains, prospects
were improved by the drought-breaking rains of mid-April. Harvest of a fair crop
seems assured except in the important north High Plains area where three-fourths
of the planted acreage has been reported abandoned and yields are expected to be
very low. The bulk of the Colorado crop this year will be produced in the north-
sastern quarter of the State with production in the southeast expected to be light.
Most of the wheat remaining for harvest has satisfactory prospects.

Seeding of gpring wheat has been seriously delayed in the important
Minnesota-Dakota-kontana area and farmers may find it impractical to seed their
full intended acreages. 'ith only average yields in the spring wheat area,
production of all wheat may fall below a billion bushels for the first time in 7
years. The first official estimate of spring wheat production is scheduled fecr
June 9."
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Chicago and Minneapolis Cash Viheat -

the market in a moderate way only.

Demand for cash wheat was active on the Minneapolis market during the

Country movement was generally light.

Movement of cash wheat on .the
Chicago market began slowly during the period April 25-May 26 but became falrly
active in the weeks that followed with more free wheat in evidence.
obgserved for the first time in some months that hard winter wheat sold at a
discount under red winter wheat during this periocd.
freely during the week ending May 19, on the whole mills and elevators were in

It was

Although mills bought rather

period under review, and receipts at spring wheat terminals were moderately
This has resulted principally from larger

large for this season of the year.

marketings of spring wheat following rather liberal redemption prior to-April 30

of wheat under loan and stored in country elevators.

Price quotations of No. 1

Dark Northern on the ¥inneapolis cash market fluctuated between $2.29 1/2 and

$2.41, during this period.

the period were at about the same level as at the beginning.,

Daily Cash Wheat Prices on the Chicago and lMinneapolis Markets

The tone vas generally firm and prices at the end of

Chicago Minneaplis
1950
Grade Price Grade Price
April 25 None 1 Dark Northern 230 1/2 - 234 1/2
26 2 Red 233 1 Dark Northern 231 1/4 - 235 1/4
27 2 Red 232 1 Dark Northern 230 7/8 - 234 7/8
28 2 Red 232 1 Dark Northern 229 1/2 - 232 1/2
29 2 Red 235 1 Dark Northern 230 233
May i 2 Red 235 1/4 1 Dark Northern 230 1/4 - 233 1/4
2 3 Red 233 1/2 1 Dark Northern 230 7/8 - 233 7/8
3 2 Mixed 230 1 Dark Northern 231 5/8 - 233 5/8
4 3 Red 231 1/2 1 Dark Northern 232 1/2 - 288 1/&
5 3 Red 233 1 Dark Northern 235 1/2 - 238 1/2
6 3 Red 234 1/4 1 Dark Northern 238 241
8 3 Red 233 3/4 1 Dark Northern 237 5/8 - 240 5/8
9 2 Hard 235 1/2 1 Dark Northern 237 1/4 - 240 1/4
10 None 1 Dark Northern 236 5/8 - 239 5/8
11 None 1 Dark Northern 236 3/8 - 238 3/8
12 3 Red 234 1 Dark Northern 233 7/8 - 235 7/8
13 3 Red 233 1/2 1 Dark Northern 233 1/8 - 235 1/8
15 2 Yellow Hard 235 1/4 1 Dark Northern 233 1/2 - 234 1/2
16 None 1 Dark Northern 232 3/4 - 233 3/4
L 3 Red 231 1/2 1 Dark Northern 233 3/8 - 234 3/8
18 3 Yellow Hard 231 1 Dark Northern 234 1/2 - 235 1/2
19 2 Hard 232 1 Dark Northern 235 7/8 - 236 7/8
20 2 Hard 232 1 Dark Northern 236 237
22 3 Yellow Hard 229 1/4 1 Dark Northern 233 7/8 - 235 7/8
28 4 Red 219 1 Dark Northern 233 1/8 - 235 1/8
24 2 Red 228 1/2 1 Dark Northern 235 3/4 - 237 3/4
25 None 1 Dark Northern 233 3/4 - 236 3/4
26 None 1 Dark Northern 231 3/4 - 234 3/4
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Chicago Wheat Futures -

There were marked fluctuations in the Chicago
vheat futures market during the period April 28-May 27 with May futures reaching a
new high for the crop year towards the middle of the period. Unsatisfactory
weather developments and adverse crop reports on wheat were influential priece
factors. Most futures, particularly May, sasrl za=n=*at toyerds the end of

the month, following on more favourable reports reclative to crop conditions.

Chicago Wheat Futures, High Points of Closing

1950 May July September December March

- cents and eighths per bushel -

April 28 230/7 214/4 214/3 215/6
29 232 217/5 217/6 218/6
May 1 232/6 220/1 219/2 220/4

2 231/3 218/4 217/4 218/5

3 230/3 217/2 216 217/6 218

4 230 217 216/4 218 218

5 232/5 221/2 219/6 221/2 221

6 234/2 223/1 222/1 224/2 -

8 234/2 222/3 221/1 223/1 222/5
9 233/6 221/3 220/5 221/4 222/1
10 235/4 222 220/7 222/6 222/2
11 235/2 221/2 220/4 222/2 221/4
12 234 218/5 218 219/5 219/1
13 234/6 218/6 218/1 220 219/2
15 235/4 219 218/4 220/4 . 220
16 234/3 217/6 - S 219/2 218/1
17 233/7 217/1 216/7 219 217/7
18 232 -215/2 215/2 217/5 216/6
19 231/4 215/2 215/6 218/1 217/5
20 231/4 215/1 215/5 218 217/4
22 229 214/5 214/6 217/3 217/2
23 215/4 216/2 218/5 218/4
24 218/4 219/3 222 221/6
25 217/4 218 220/4 220/2
26 214/2 216/7 219/4 219/3
27 216/2 217/1 219/5 219/4
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THE ARGENTINE WHEAT SITUATION

Supply Position - While no official estimates are being issued
currently bv the Argentine Government, the March-April issue of 'The Wheat
Situation' published by the United 3tates Department of Agriculture contains
an estimate of the production and disposition of the Argentine wheat crop.
The data sre presumably the latest available and have been used {with the
exception of exports for which a current figure has just come to hand) in the
following supply table.

Argentine Wheat Supplies l/

(Estimates rounded to nearest million bushels)

1949-50 1948-49
- million bushels -

ganryever atl BEGembED M e . % it s s e sl e es csas offoaldoh s les 50 7/5)

ST G200 Hold b o dod™ & ok BB 000 0 8EHC OB ATIRG 0 Golteo 0 A0S o0 CIAGIoN. b 210 190

Takal. Hetinated BINDDL S0E  «iwe cisse o oo simisins s o ageo@aans 200 265

Less Estimated domestic requirements .......ceccecceesces 135 147

Available for export and CATrYOVEXr .eciieocesiacccnses 125 118

Deduct:

Exports of wheat as grain Dec. 1, 1949--April 30, 1950. 45 3¢
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat

December 1, 1949--April 30, 1950 «cceercecscnsances 2/ 2/

Total Exports %iheat and Wheat Flour ......cccec00c00s 45 34

Balance on May 1 for export and Carryover .e..ee-se. 80 84

1/ Revised. 2/ Less than 10,000 bushels.

With an estimated carryover of 50 million bushels at December 1, 1949
and a new crop of some 210 million bushels, Argentina's supply of wheat for the
current crop year is placed at 260 million bushels. With probable domestic
disappearance estimated at 135 million bushels, the amount remaining for export
and carryover stands at 125 million bushels. Wwheat exported as grain during
the period December 1, 1949 to April 30, 1950 amounted to abqut 45 million
bushels, some 11 million greater than for the same period a year ago. Exports
of wheat flour were negligible in this period in both crop years. The balance
remaining on liay 1, 1950 for export and carryover amounts to some 80 million
busliels as against 84 million at the same time last year.

The following review of the grain situation in the Argentine has
been extracted from a report forwarded May 17, 1950 by Mr. . B. kecCullough,
Commercial Secretary (Asriculture) at Buenos Aires and is reproduced herewith
by kind permission of the Trade Commissioner Service,

Note: #here possible conversions to Canadian measures have been
rade for the convenience of readers. (Fesos converted to dollars at the
nominal guotation by the Bank of Canada, liay 20, 195 at 1 peso equals
=Y
$+3275) .



Weather and Crops - Throughout April and early May weather conditions
continued generally favourable in the main cereal zones altinough soil moisture
is unevenly distributed throughout the country. Rainfall was normal but more
i3 needed to build up s satisfactory degree of reserve moisture before winter,
particularly for continuance of pastures. In the l'rovince of Entre Rios there
were very heavy raing and this province hes received nearly half the normal
apnual rainfall. Lowever, the amourt of precipitation declined towasrds the
interior and in the north and center of La I'ampa dry weather and strong winds
nullified the effects of earlier rains; this zone nhas been suffering from
drouglkt for the past two years. 1In some districts the rains have not
penetrated to any depth due to the bardness of the subsoil following the
drought. Lieht frosts were registered to the west and south but, on the whole,
temperatures have been above normal.

In the chief grain zones, ploughing and seeding are progressing
actively and the early-sown fields for winter pasture have developed well.
With the encouragement offered by the substantial increase in producers'
prices for the next season and the ®arly announcement, it is expected that
there will be a general overall increase in grain acreages, but it is
doubtful whether the goals set by the government will be reached. President
Peron asked for a 25 per cent increase in wheat sowings to bring acreage up
to the traditional 7 million hectares (17.3 million acres). However, it is
the opinion in trade circles that even with favorable weathLer for Seeding,
the maximum figure for the coming season will not reach 6.5 million hectares
(16.1 million acres).

Sales to Chile - With a wheat deficit of an estimated 7.3 million
bushels due to a poor crop, Chile has, of late, been purchLasine Argentine
wheat. It is reported that with the low Stocks prevailing Lere, Argentina
will be able to supply only some 1.8 million buskels and later reports state
tnat the Chilean authorities are considering the purchase of 120,000 bags of
hArgentine flour for use in tue blagallanes region.

.Grain Shipments - 3hipments of wkeat and corn during April
compare favorably with those registered during tne first three months of
the year, as is shown in the following table:

Wwheat Corn
- 000 bushels -
January ........ €,010 3,688
BERBRETY, oo oo s 12,002 28]
Ji 211 RN | 13RS 5,509
7 oh - 1) R AT G 6,579

Shipments of tuese grains show considerable improvement over the same period
last year, although falling skLort of the 1948 level:

ahesat gorn
- 000 bususls -

Four months 1950 41,2006 19,794
Four montls 1949 28,329 15,609
Four months 1948 45,8390 37,232
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In the following table of «rain shipments for 1950 up to the end of
April it will be noted tuat flax appears for the first time in tihree years:

Editor's Note: The following table evidently covers slightly different
period or is compiled on different basis as totals for
the four months do not agree exactly with tlLose given above.

Destination dheat Corn  Flax Oats Rye Barley  ueat Flour
- 000 bushels - 196 1b. bbl.
United Kingdom - 7 304 B3 - - 4 13
france - 3,756 - - = = 1
Belgium 21 2,032 - 45 47 19 -
Italy 8,044 300 & 1,340 3 = F
Jermany 4,750 -~ - - - S -
Netlierlands 818 1,357 - - - - -
Rest of Europe 4,201 2,810 - 3,129 2,273 869 1,698
Brazil 11,464 - - - - - -
Otlers 12,102 1,099 - 458 - 1,234 -
Totals 41,460 18,658 331 4,972 3,113 222 1,698
Same period 1949 28,083 15,475 = Lgse 1322 3,142 6,749

URUGUAYAN SITUATION

The following information has also been supplied by kir. McCullough,
Canadian Commercial 3ecretary (Agriculture) at Buenos Aires.

The Uruguayan Departrient of Agriculture recently published their

first estimute on egrain production for the 1949-50 crop.

According to the

official announcement acreagzes were on the same level as the previous year
Wheat production is down by 17
per cent but still sufficient for hLome reguirements and leaves a small
surplus for export. Uruguay is reported to have sold 394,000 barrels of
wheat flour to Brazil at U.S. $ 11.82 per barrel f.o.b., in exchance for

but owing to drougzlt, yields were reduced.

wood and yerba mate. flax production is down by 35 per cent.

Following,

are tlie official estimates for the 1949-50 crop as compared with the

previous year.

Uruguayan 5Srain Production 1949-50

Acres Froduction Average Yield
1949-50 1948-49 1949-50 1948-49 1G49-50 1948-49
- 000 - - 000 bushels - busliels per acre
wheat 1,306 1,279 15,769 19,044 12 15
Flux 418 019 3,009 4,596 if i
Qats 250 205 4,070 B0y 16 16
Sarley 33 29 500 399 2 14
Rye 1 l/ 15l 3 11 -

1/ Less than 1000.
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THE AUSTRALIAN WHEAT SITUATION

Supply Position - With a carryover of 19 million bushels at
November 30, 1949 and a new crop e€stimated at 218 million the total Australian
wheat supply for the current crop year amounts to some 237 million busnels.
Domestic requirements are placed at 83 million bushels leaving approximately
154 million aveailable for export and carryover. Total exports of wheat and
flour in terms of wiheat from December 1, 1949 to april 29, 1950 amounted to 44
million bushels, about three million less than shipments during the same period
of 1948-/49. The balance remaining on kay 1 for export and carryover into tle
next crop vear stood at 110 million busuels as against 92 million on the same
date last year.

Australian ihkeat 3upplies
(Bstimates rounded to nearest million bushels)

1949-50 1948-49
- million bushels -~
Carryover at November 30 (including flour as wheat) .. 19 26
New CI'0D 1/ tevevrnncsoesoearcovsonsonsorssncaneonesns 218 191
TSN BRI L N . o it e cre v o e x olal onsie e oo ola oMetadatonaote o Vol 237 217
less Estimated domestic requirements ......cccvvennnnns 83 78
Available for export 8nd CaArryover ..ceccsecscecss 154 139
Deduct:
Exports of wheat as grain December 1—April 29 ..... 32 32
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat Dec.l-ipr.29 12 15
Total Exports ilieat and Wheat Tlour .....eeveeune L, 47
Balance onMay 1 = for XExport and Carrvover .... 110 92

1/ Revised april 17, 1950.

Australian Cable - The following cable dated lkay 16 Las been
received from the Canadian Trade Commissioner in kelbourne:

"Australian wheat stocks at April 29th totalled 153 million bushels.
dheat exports from December lst, 1949 to April 29th totalled 31,053,000
busiiels with shipments during preceding four weeks mainly to India, Ezypt and
Japan. Tlour exports same period 223,340 lore tons (12,039,014 busuels) with
shipments during preceding four weeks 9,473 (509,268 bushels) to lialaya,
0,445 (346,483 bushels) to China and 6,156 (330,947 bushels) to Ceylon, none
to United Kinedom.™ .

3ale to Eeypt - It is reported that the Aaustralian wheat Board Las
sold 100,000 lorg tors (3,733,200 bushels) of Australian wheat and 100,000
torns of flour to Egypt for sihipment by end July 1951--price under Inter-
national Vheat Agreement terms.

Australis's .ineat Urop Second Lighest on Record ~ aAccording to thie
Australian Zucat Board Jazette, tne 1G49 whest crop, harvested in December,
resulted in a Larvest of magnitude second only to the record yield in 1947-4%
woen, from a total crop of about 220 nmillion buskels, 204% million bushels of
wheat were received by the Board, whicl: was Lhen operating under tle
Acquisition Regulat ions.

It is expected that final deliveries to No. 13 Pool (3eason 194G-50)
may sligtutly exceed 202 million bushels. Tle total crop, including wheat
lield on the farms for seed and feed purposes, should thus be about 217 to
218 million bushels.
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CALENDAR OF WHEAT EVENTS

The official March forecast of the acreage expected to be seeded to
wheat in the United Kingdom by June 1950 stands at 2.4 million acres.
The acreapge seeded to wheat in 1949 was 1.9 million acres.

The 1950 season of navigation at the head of the lakes was opened on
Saturday, April 29, by the arrival of the freighter 3.3S. Renvoyle
from Toronto. This is the latest opening since 1939 when the first
vessel entered the twin city ports on May lst.

The United States Department of dgriculture states the first official
estimate of wheat acreage in India for the 1949-50 season is
22,109,000 acres, 4.7 per cent greater than last season's wheat
acreage. The crop is placed at around 213 million bushels. The
government buying rate for the 1949-5C crop year has been announced
at $2.14—$2.45 per bushel for red wheat.

On the basis of their intentions at April 30, Canadian farmers will seed
26.3 million acres of spring wheat in 1950, a decrease of about 2 per
cent from the seeded acreage of 1949. The distribution of intended
spring wheat acreage ih the Prairie Provinces is as follows (million
acres): Manitoba 2.9; Saskatchewan 15.9; and Alberta 7.4.

It is estimated that winterkilling of fall wheat in Ontario amounted to
106,000 acres or 1l per cent of the area sown in the autumn of 1949.
This leaves 860,000 acres for harvest in 1950 as compared with 805,000
acres in 1949.

The United States Bureau of the Census places March wheat flour produc-
tion at 20 million sacks, 3 per cent above February, but 2 per cent
below March of 1949. This was the lowest March level in recent years.
Flour mills operated at 63.6 per cent of capacity in March compared
with 66.0 per cent the previous month.

Seaboard wheat stocks at 18.4 million bushels were 1.8 million greater
than a week ago. Receipts of wheat at forward positions during the
week of 5.3 million bushels exceeded outgoing shipments of 3.5
million bushels.

The Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada rcports that grain vessel
loading records have been made and broken in succession this season
by the twin ships the S.S. Coverdale and S.5. Hochelaga. On May 25
the 5.S. Coverdale cleared the Lakehead with the highest grain
tonnage yet reported (606,000 bushels of wheat).

According to a Broomhall report the prospective French wheat crop is
axpected to reach 328 million bushels, which would be well above
last year's crop variously estimated at 275 to 295 million bushels,
With a crop of 328 million bushels it is felt sizeable quantities -
of wheat will be available for export. France's allocation for
export under the I.W,A, for the 1949-50 season was placed at
3.3 million.

Mexico's Agriculture Minister recently estimated the 1950 wheat crop
at 553 thousand tons compared with last year's crop of 503 thousand
tons. The increase, however, is much smaller than the 200 thousand
ton increase originally forecast. Mexico is still a deficit wheat
producing country; up to 1949 she imported about 250 thousand tons of
wheat annually. The government's program aims at self-sufficiency
by 1952,
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