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WORLD WHEAT SITUATION

Current Supplies Latest available estimates indicate that supplies of wheat

remaining on or about March 1, 1956 in the four major exporting
sountries for export and for carryover at the end of their respective crop years
amounted to 2,148.9 million bushels, about 4 per cent more than the 2,058.7 million
available a year ago. Supplies at March 1, 1956 (in millions of bushels) were held
as follows, with last year's figures in brackets: United States, 1,165.9 (1,120.0);
Canada, 697.1 (599.2); Australia, 196.3 (161.9); and Argentina, 89.6 (177.6).
Estimates for both years include on-farm stocks as well as those in commercial
positions.

Exporta Total exports of wheat and flour in terms of wheat from the

exporting countries for the first seven months (August—February) of the
Canadian crop year, at 405.4 million bushels, are 8 per cent lower than the 439.2
million exported during the corresponding period of 1954-55. Shipments from each of
the four countries during the period August, 1955—~February, 1956 and for the
comparable period of the preceding five crop years are shown in the table below.

Exports of Wheat and Flour in Terms of Wheat, August—February
with Comparisons

United

August—February Stckax Canada Argentina Australia Total
- million bushels -
1950-51 S sessetereetseesNe 160.2 119.6 4206 70.0 3920L
1951-52 Sssvsscreensssses e 28004 17706 23-8 5602 53800
1952—53 9 esresecsrssscss e e 19707 207.8 302 L509 45406
1953-54 Sesssssvestsavesase lll.O 152.7 6902 34.7 36706
BORERE-JY . . i ivede 3 pedBine 154.8 158 23 78.2 o M 439.2
1955-56 2/ eesceseasaccssee 14703 136-7 72.8 Lsoé AOSOL

1/ Revised.
2/ Preliminary.

Conference on International According to press reports from Geneva, the conference

Mbeat Agrasment Adjourna which has been meeting at Geneva under the auspices
of the United Nations for the purpose of evolving a

new International Wheat Agreement has adjourned without reaching a binding decision.
The Conference will reconvene in London on April 16. The 60 delegations at the
Conference included 40 importing countries and seven exporting countries. Eleven
countries were represented by observers while two groups represented international
organizations.

¥orld Breaadgrain World breadgrain production in 1955-56 is estimated at 261
Production million short tons, according to reports issued by the Foreign
Agricultural Service of the United States Department of
Agriculture. World wheat production, estimated at 7,285 million bushels, is one of
the largest of record, being exceeded only by the barvests of 1952 and 1953. The
current estimate is 325 million bushels larger than the 1954 total and 1,385 million
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bushels more than the postwar (1945-49) average. The world rye crop is estimated at
1,520 million bushels, slightly less than in 1954 and near the 1945-49 level, though
sharply below the prewar average.

North America's wheat harvest is now estimated at 1,463 million
bushels. This is about 140 million bushels above the 1954 total but is, with that
exception, the smallest outturn during the past 10 years. The current estimate is
about 20 million bushels above the previous figure because of the increase in the
estimate for the United States.

The crop of 938 million bushels in the United States grown under
acreage allotments and marketing quotas was harvested from the smallest acreage
since 1934, New record yields, however, brought production within 47 million
bushels of the 1954 crop when the harvested acreage was 7 million acres larger than
in 1955. Production in Canada is still estimated at 494 million bushels. Rye

production in North America is estimated at 44 million bushels, little change from
the previous estimate.

Wheat production in Wastern Europe is estimated at 1,384 million
bushels., This is an all-time record for the area, and exceeds the large 1954 crop
by 57 million tushels. It is 437 million bushels above the low 1945-49 average.

New records were reported for France and Italy, the ranking producers. Rye
production for the area was 265 million bushels. This is 35 million bushels less
than the 1954 harvest. The reduction is attributed to smaller acreage and lower
yields than in 1954. Production of both wheat and rye in Eaatern Europe is slightly
above the low level of a year ago, though still somewhat below the prewar level.

Official estimates for the Soviat Unign are not available, but
indications point to a substantially larger wheat crop than in 1954 but no
significant change in the rye harvest. A sharp increase in wheat acreage accounts
for the increased production. Spring wheat acreage was increased by about 27
million acres, and total wheat acreage now appears to be in excess of 150 million
acres.

Lower yielding spring wheat now is believed to account for over 70
per cent of total wheat acreage. Unlike last year when weather conditions in the
eastern regions of the Union were, for the most part, very favorable to yilelds,
production there this year was adversely affected by a severe drought. This was
only partially offset by somewhat better yields this year over a large part of the
winter wheat belt of the South, which suffered from a severe drought in 1954.

Total wheat production in Asia is still estimated at 1,815 million
bushels, an all-time record. Conditions varied widely within the area, with
somewhat larger crops than last year in Turkey, India and Iran and smaller harvests
in Pakistan, Syria, Iraq, and many minor producing countries. Rye production is
considerably larger than in 1954 because of the larger crop in Turkey. This is the
only rye producer of significance in the area.

Continued on Page 6
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International Wheat Agreement Sales and Purchases for Crop Year 1955-56

SOURCE

Importing Guaranteed Total Remainder
Countries Quantities  Gangda )/ Australia 2/ France 2/ U.S.A. 2/  Purchases v
- thousand bushels -

Austria ccecevnceass 9,186 1,008 - - - 1,008 8,178
Belgium .cccococenee 23,883 6,851 4 - 3,563 10,418 13,465
Boli'h eassecsvncee L,OL? - i - 3’991 3]991 51
Brazil ceccecsceccee 13,228 - - - 216 216 13,012
GEYIONY Waleiste) e oo iele slae 10,288 - 7,259 363 - 7,622 2,666
Costa Rica cceccecee 1,286 397 = = 504 901 385
CRIBAY Jots e 1o%e olare ereretole 7,422 720 - - 4,565 5,285 2,137
DOD!IA!’k esessrvseene 1,837 = (o iy W’ - 1’837
Dominican Republic . 1,102 357 = = 370 127 375
Ecusdor ececececscaee 2,388 485 = = 73 558 1,830
T Y Yoo /e siele s oo 14,697 - - - 6,577 6,577 8,120
El Salvador ...c.... 735 153 = = 472 625 110
GOYBANY cesosevessce 55,116 17,440 7,055 = 15,742 40,237 14,879
Greecs .....ccveseee 12,80 - - - 8,534 8,534 4,326
Guatemala ....cccc0s 1,28 110 - - 247 357 29
HO 5.0 o ajae oo o o 14807 3% T = 955 1,351 4%
Honduras Republic .. 735 24 - - 251 275 460
Iceland % .cesecoocccee LOL L - = 22 26 378
RN S erere [<10r6s0 arerafass 36,744 - 3,024 - 3,73 6,737 30,007
Indonesia .eoceccace 6,246 - 5,411 - 106 CHCAL) 729
Ireland ccovcceeceece 10,105 3,03% 1,019 = = 4,050 6,055
I.rlal eessesssevss e 8,267 72L b1 e 235 959 7,308
JXalY ceesccoceccess 3,674 = = - 2,604 2,604 1,070
Jﬂ.pa-n esesseestevsnce %,7“ 15,7% 6’756 = 11,905 3‘.“7 2’327
Jordan scececccccces 2’9100 5 3 - 3 3 2,937
Korea ceeeecccccccee 1,‘70 - - - - - 1,L7°
Lebanon seecsceccsee 2,756 = = - 636 636 2,120
Liuri‘ ecsrestovsee 73 7 = = 19 26 L7
MEXHCON o 0o s/ + maieish o M’697 = 8 = 3,713 3’713 10’9810
Netherlands .cccecee 24,802 1,587 95 - 6,508 8,190 16,612
New Zealand ...cc... 5,879 = 5,312 = - 5,312 567
Nicaragua 4/ .ecccee 367 131 - - 229 360 -
Nor\lly @9 sssscssenssse 8,‘51 3,485 b = 2,3% 5’875 2’5’76
Panama c.eeececevcos 845 191 - - 338 529 316
™S .« . o o ¢ dgiene oo 7,349 - F = 33 83 7,316
Philippines 4/ «.c.. 8,672 4,968 205 - 3,635 8,808 -
Portugal .c.cecoccee 7,349 313 594 = 2,887 3,79 3,555
S‘udi Arabla ccccese L,L09 = - = 629 629 3,7&
Spain escteeecsecvens 9,1w ot — = 1,719 1’719 7,1&67
Svitzorl&nd essessese 7’%0 L,663 e - — L’663 3’237
Union of S. Africa . 13,228 5,040 - - 1,045 6,085 7,143
Vatican City eeeceee 551 = = = 321 321 230
Venezuela .......... 6,247 2,545 - - 3,286 5,831 416
Yugoslavia «.cceccee 3,674 - - - 653 653 3,021

Totals eeeecass 394,957 70,3% 36,734 363 92,689 200,172
Guaranteed Quantities
(Exporting Countries) 153,077 45,013 344 196,523 394,957

Balance ....... 82,691 8,279 (19) 103,834 194,785

1/ Cansdian Sales through March 27, 1956,
2/ Ssles recorded by Internationsl Wheat Council through March 23, 1956.

3/ The quantities are the unfulfilled balances of the total guaranteed quantities for the year.

4/ Quota filled.
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CANADIAN SITUATION

Supply Positdion Total supplies of wheat in Canada for the 1955-56 crop year total

some 993.8 million bushels, consisting of the August 1 carryover
of 499.7 million and the 1955 production of 494.1 million., The comparable 1954-55
total was 910.5 million bushels., After deducting anticipated domestic requirements
of 160.0 million bushels, an estimated 833.8 million are available for export and
for carryover during 1955-56 as against 751.5 million in 1954-55.

Total exports of wheat as grain and wheat flour in terms of grain
equivalent during the August-February period of the current crop year have amounted
to 136.7 million tushels, about 10 per cent below the 152.3 million bushels exported
during the same period of the preceding crop year. The balance on March 1, 1956 for
export and for carryover was estimated at 697.1 million bushels, 16 per cent above
the 599.2 million on hand at March 1, 1955.

Canadian Wheat Supplies

Item 1954-55 1/  1955-56 2/
= million bushels -

Carryover in North America at beginning of crop year

(Aug‘mt 1) G €0 6000 88 2Pt EENEREER eV tEeN IErerN AN 601.7 499.7
New crop '.‘..'......l‘.....‘..‘.‘.l.....‘..l""I'.'.'.'. 308.9 494‘1
Imports of wheat, August~JanuUaAry .ec.ccceccecsscncscnscee 0.1
Total estimated Supplies .eceveeeescccrceercsnnccane 910.6 993,8
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year ...... 159.1 160.0
Available for export and for CAIXTYOVEr .ccececssscss 751.5 833.8
Deduct:
Overseas clearances of wheat as grain, August-February. 126 .7 11145
Exports of Canadian wheat to U.S., August-February .... ) 3.1
Tom exports of Hheat L3R I KB B Y A BB BB B B B BN L AR B BE BE IR AR B ] 128.9 114.6
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat, August-February 23.4 4/ 2201 5/
Total exports of wheat and wheat flour .e.ceeceecese 152.3 136.7
Balance on March 1 for export and for carryover ......... 599.2 697.1

1/ Subject to revision.
2/ Preliminary.
3/ lLess than 50,000 bushels.

4/ Adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns made by Customs. Conversion
rate: 4.5 bushels per barrel of 196 pounds.

5/ Conversion rate: 2.3 bushels per cwt.
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Marketings of wheat by farmers in the three Prairie Provinces up to
March 14 of the current crop year have amounted to some 134.5 million bushels, about
10 per cent below the comparable 1954-55 total of 150.0 million. During the four-
week period February 16 to March 14 deliveries averaged some 3.2 million bushels as
against an average weekly disappearance (overseas clearances, exports to United
States and Canadian domestic use) of about 6.2 million bushels. Reflecting this
situation the visible supply of Canadian wheat continued the gradual decline which
commenced during the week ending January 4.

At March 14 this year the total visible supply of Canadian wheat was
344.1 million bushels, up slightly from the 336.3 million bushels at approximately
mid-March a year ago but below the 362.8 million two years ago. The 197.9 million
bushels in country elevators at March 14 showed relatively little change from
supplies of 202.9 million and 198.5 million in this position at approximately the
same date in 1955 and 1954,respectively. Lakehead stocks amounting to 50.5 million
bushels were up considerably from last year's mid-March total of 40.4 million but
were down somewhat from the total of 54.7 million of two years ago. The 19.9
million bushels held in Bay, Lake and Upper St. Lawrence ports were also up from the
1955 level of 16.2 million but were well below the 1954 total of 33.5 million.
Supplies in forward eastern export positions (Lower St. Lawrence and Maritime ports)
at 16.7 million bushels were down from both the 1955 and 1954 totals of 17.9 million
and 19.2 million bushels, respectively. In addition, some 10,3 million bushels are
in "Storage Afloat" as against 15.1 million bushels in this position last year and
10.4 million two years ago. In west coast ports (Vancouver-New Westminster,
Victoria, Prince Rupert) supplies at mid-March this year totalled 10.1 million
bushels compared with 2.7 million in 1955 and 12.7 million bushels in 1954.

Fabruary Exports Total exports of Canadian wheat and wheat flour during February,
of Wheat and 1956 amounted to 21.0 million bushels, some 6 per cent below the
Flour Total 21.0 January total of 22.3 million bushels but 21 per cent above the
Million Bushels February, 1955 figure of 17.4 million. The ten~year 1945-1954

average for the month of February was 16.8 million bushels.
Exports of wheat as grain during thes month totalled 17.5 million bushels as against
19.5 million during January and 14.2 million during February, 1955. Preliminary
Customs returns indicate that the equivalent of 3.4 million bushels of wheat was
exported in the form of flour during February, 1956. This amount exceeds both the
January total of 2.8 million bushels and the adjusted February, 1955 figure of 3.2
million.

Cumulative exports of wheat as grain during the first seven months of
the current crop year amounted to 114.6 million bushels, representing a decrease of
about 11 per cent from the comparable 1954~55 total of 128.9 million bushels. The
United Kingdom continued as Canada's leading market for wheat as grain, receiving
shipments totalling 51.7 million bushela or 45 per cent of the August-February
total. Other principal markets for Canadian wheat as grain during the period, with
quantities in millions of bushels, were as follows: Japan, 14.2; Federal Republic
of Germany, 13.2; Belgium, 6.6; Poland, 6.5; Switzerland, 3.2; Netherlands, 3.1;
United States, 3.1; Italy, 2.2; Austria, 2.2; Norway, 2.1; Union of South Africa,
1.8; and Ireland, 1.8.

Exports of wheat flour from the beginning of the current crop year to
February 29, based on preliminary Customs returns, were the equivalent of 22.l1
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million bushels of wheat, about 6 per cent below the adjusted total of 23.4 million
bushels exported during the same period of 1954-55. As with wheat as grain the
United Kingdom continues to be the major market for Canadian wheat flour, accounting
for the equivalent of 6.6 million bushels or 30 per cent of the sevemmonth total.
Other major markets for Canadian wheat flour during the period, with quantities in
millions of bushels of wheat equivalent were as follows: Philippine Islands, 3.3;
Venezuela, 2.1; Trinidad and Tobego, 1.3; Jamaica, 0.9; Leeward and Windward
Islands, 0.6; Belgian Congo, 0.5; and the Gold Coast, 0.5.

General Quots By April 4,out of a total of 2,080 shipping points in the Western
Poaition Division, the Canadian Wheat Board had been able to place 184 on a

5-bushel quota, 330 on a 4-bushel quota and 565 om a 3-bushel
quota. Of the remaining points, 765 were on a 2-bushel-quota, 221 were on a
1-bushel quota and 15 stations were reported as "closed".

Summary of Elevator Shipping Points in Each Quota Group
as at April 4, 1956

General Quota in Bushels

Bbc¥inos per Specified Acre Sii::::s Total
One Two Three Four Five
Ontario ...cce00e0 = = - - - z 2
Manitoba sceeccesce 1 85 118 85 86 3 378
Saskatchewan ..... 205 481 290 103 26 2 1,107
AAAPtR. coovvailees @ 15 197 157 142 69 9 589
British Columbia . = 2 = - 2 = 1 /R
All Provinces ... 221 765 565 330 184 15 2,080

Continued from Page 2

No change has been made in Africa's estimates, and the total of 190
million bushels of wheat is about 30 million bushels less than in 1954. Reductions
were reported for all Northern Hemisphere countries. A slight increase is reported
for the Union of South Africa, the only important Southern Hemisphere producer of
that continent. Rye is of no significance in Africa.

Wheat production in South America is now estimated at 300 million
bushels. This is a substantial reduction from the earlier forecast, mainly because
of deterioration in Argentina. Though sharply below the 1954 figure, the
continental total is above average principally because of expansion in Braszil and
Uruguay. Rye production is estimated at 29 million bushels., More than 95 per cent
of the continent's rye is produced in Argentina. That country's crop is placed at
28 million bushels compared with the prewar average of about 10 million bushels and
the 1954 outturn of 33 million.
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On the basis of farmers' intentions at March 1, the acreage seeded
to spring wheat will be 20.2 million acres, a decrease of over

700,000 acres from 1955 seedings and 4.8 million acres or 19.1 per

cent below the 1950-54 average.

If farmers' current plans are realized, wheat

acreage in Canada in 1956 will register the fourth consecutive annual decrease. The
major part of the 1956 anticipated decline in spring wheat acreage is in the
Province of Alberta where a reduction of 10 per cent from 1955 seedings is indicated.

Intended Acreage of Spring Wheat in Canada, as at March 1, 1956

Compared with Acreages in 1955

Acreage AC!‘Q&KLIDWIK’.QL‘O be Seeded in 1256
Province Seeded in Per Cent Indicated
1955 1/ of 1955  Ares 1956 U/ Ciifiga
acres acres acres
Prince Edward Island .. 3,400 98 3,300 - 100
Nova Scotia .cccccecees 1,000 100 1,000 unchanged
New Brunswick «ceccceee 2,200 100 2,200 unchanged
Q'D.ebec 08scecoecsosctann 12,200 % 11’700 = 500
mt&rio eese0cts0csrsese 27,000 % 25,%0 T 1,100
M&nitOba Sss st ecccesssasn 1’950’000 103 2,008,000 + 58,m0
uurt& ® 608000000080 5,714,0w % 5’130,0% -5&’0m
British Columbie u..... 66,000 105 69,000 + 3,000
Totals ®evccscccne 20’923 ,&30 %06 20,208,1% -715 ,700

1/ For provinces other than Ontario includes relatively small acreages of winter
wheat for which annual estimates are not available.

The combined acreage of spring and winter wheat at 20.8 million acres
will, if realized, be the smallest since 1943 and will bs about 19 per cent below the
five-year (1950-54) average of 25.7 million. Ontario's winter wheat acreage, based
on the preliminary estimate issued last November, is placed at 640,000 acres, up 10
per cent from the acreage seeded in the fall of 1954. The relatively small amount
of winter wheat grown in other provinces is included with spring wheat for the
purpocses of these estimates. Durum wheat is also included with spring wheat.

Indicated Acreage Changes from 1955 in the Prairie Provinces

Prairi
Crop Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta B 2
- acres -
whe‘t e evessenssscsesacese & 58,000 — 191,000 I 581..,000 - 717,000
Oats for grain ..ceeecee + 312,000 + 37,000 + 265,000 + 614,000
B&rl’y eeesesserssncarsse ™ 188,000 - 231,000 - 21‘-,000 - MB,OOO
Rye G®sseescssessscctnee - 16,000 - 130,000 = 55,000 - 201,000
e + 330,000  + 1,180,000  + 307,000  + 1,817,000
s‘mﬁrf‘llov esesecsccece b 471,000 - 550,000 uncmged - 1,021,000




Farmers' Marketings of Wheat in the Prairie Provinces, 1955-56

Ly - .

Week ending Manitoba Saskatchewan Alterta Tota) TLast Year
- bushels -

August 10, 1955 . - = = = 4,309
FP eiees 31,456 109,355 43,576 184,387 5,138
L o ate) ofo)ats 437,746 1,472,425 450,092 2,360,263 2,609
31 ceee... 656,780 2,174,213 675,519 3,506 508 149,920
&pwnmr 7 sesecosce 69’7 ’%2 4’9&)565 983 ,712 6,666 ,139 291 )945
Rz, TN 667,123 4,667,118 1,744,408 7,078,649 60,588
21 *eessce 475 ’731 3 ’309’9% 1 ’71 4’465 5 ’500 ,1 02 765 ’404
28 ceveees 316,008 1,776,279 25,933 3,008,220 1,559,360
October 5! Brelsle o ofe 429,775 2,345,989 1,070,804 3,846,628 2,005,274
12 tesse s 401 )022 1’781 ,424 1’016,A20 3’198,%6 2,630’510
U Larete Yotore 504,323 2,111,378 1,348,295 3,963,9% 8,744,537

. - S g 560,576 2,187,426 1,27 ,7%3 4,019,785 10,778,8,9*
November PAR 0 o oo O 733 ,638 2,202,273 1,121,8 4,057,732 9,266,388
2 5008 S0 745,002 3,061,854 975,578 4,782,434 8,027,519
16 s oo es '769’387 3)834’898 1’053’152 5,657’437 7,159)311
28 JSnlle. 654,412 3,815,850 1,127,161 5,597,423 7,535,766
O EoteVetolelaYs 439,614 3,466,772 1,052,857 44,959,243 8,239,759
December T eaeaeoe 516 ,L79 3 ’550 ’9‘77 il ,040 ,755 5,1 08’611 9,556 ’484
VY [Sropererexets 678,774 4,298,529 1,520,139 6,497,442 10,821,432
27 sececce 10’8,894 1’997,236 ) ,177’246 3!593’376 10’690’288
28 tescecee 360’226 1 ,330’437 ’ ’224’3& 2’915,047 8,“‘3 ,684
January 4, 1956 . 514,367 1,9 ,856 1 ’363 »145 3;869,362 5 ’673 ’461
1 I . 599,347 2,663,110 = ;608,98 4,770,429 8,656,216
08 Ridsh o 568,479 3,344,909 1,807,506 5,720,894  5,345,%6
75T 38 S 377,84 2,027,080 2,079,468 4,478,362 4,252,213
Femry 1 @0 es v 5“)148 2’%7’617 2’109’843 5’621 ,608 3,8“6’169
8 ceeeeee 438,140 2,239,319 2,001,334 4,688,793 3,089,687
A6 oo bapmee 456,664 3,352,409 2,388,033 6,197,106 1,804,112
2L FoTaTeleYakeTe 208,227 1,240,180 1,074,384 2,522,TN 2,806,090
29 eesecee 195 ’0& 8109’338 1”61’480 2’205’904 1 ’526’166
March 7S telaYatorols 396,436 2,319,894, 2,071,449 4,787,779 1,889,922
14 s s oo 246,793 1 ,537’176 1 )352’58‘7 3,136,556 3’833 ’387

Tata)s safunfs 15 ,040,723 79,005,792 40,465 ,361 134,511,876  149,973,463%

Average simivar period:
1944=45==1953=54. 32,746,017 147,881,865 76,001,427 256,629,310

*Revised.
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Visibre Supply of Canadian Wheat, March 14, 19%

Compared with Approximately the Same Date, 1953 and 1954

Position 1954 1955 1956
= thousand bushels -
Country elevators - Manitob8 ....ececvesecess 23,200 24,393 21,263
Saskatchewan .eseevcesees 117,125 113,667 105,557
BUDBTLRL < oie's oio o's olslaip's o s ein 58,220 64,850 7,055
Totals .eececnncenes 198,546 202,91 197,876
Interior private and Bi11 .esvescsccncecencns 6,542 7,100 6,407
Interior terminals ..c.cececcesvesccancsncnne 14,92 15,202 13,81
Vancouver—New Westminster ...c.ccccececcccces 12,088 8,193 9,512
victoriﬂ P8P R S90S 0P PP VTR LN PBINSNSsrRse 562 472 575
Prince Rumrt @80 e s0s 9300000000000 0000000as0e 53 53 37
Ch“rchi‘l BP9 B0 0T 5T 0PN PO ISP BOISse e 2’516 2.Lw L’zm
Fort WilldamPort Arthur ....ccecceeeacecace. 54,674 40,433 50,517
Smm‘. Anoﬂt seecccssvesesesrssssecenstae 195 - 177
In transit rail (Western Division) .e..cocc.. 7,518 5,495 9,166
Bay, Lake and Upper St. Lawrence Ports ...... 33,538 16,213 19,860
Lower St. Lawrence and Maritime Ports ....... 19,243 17,93 16,661
SHCHEPRNAGNORTL < s ¢ s/s/alse » sfefoloisiatels aisls oi,s7s/0 s #18s o 10,442 15,066 10,264
In transit rail (Bastern Division) .e.cveeeee 1,039 4,859 4,36
UniERANSTAtaN) IDOX L8 Naisis « sisis oios slolsioisa s saleinisnslo 609 - 9%
In transit U.S.A. ece0vssssstesersentscravese T 23 el
Toml' $ 9600000000000 000000nderssssssese 362’777 336'332 3“’078
Grading of Wheat Inspected, August—February, 1955-56 with Comparisons
Crop Year August—February
Grade Average
1949=50—  1954-55 195455 1955-56
1953-54
per cent per cent cars per cent cars per cent
1 led tscasrsvesentsetcncscccane 1/ = = - - =
1 m‘ Nortbm Sessvsscansnsnsee 7&6 LOB L,m 503 3’2% 307
2 Man. Northern ....cceccccececes 30.8 35.8 38,232 FA RS N,549 35.3
ISMamt Rortharnts . Sl e« « - » 16.1 26.4 21,376 23.2 22,346 25.0
4L Man. NOTthOTN ccescoccccscecans 8.0 8.3 5,565 6.0 4,480 5.0
5 Uholt 20890239 es3000s00080s00 0 802 Lcs 2’%0 3.0 6,893 7-7
6 BT YaraTcTersie a5 aoreTe sisiaiF™s s Tai0 & » o0 4.2 2.2 1,‘08 UC5) 2,9’L 3.3
Feed Wheat seecssensecssnecsnssas 0.7 1.0 7% 008 500 0-6
I O e e e lo el e ais/a sis o a s 0s0ncs s 0.8 0.9 1,216 1.3 415 0.5
hur Dw s00cssssesensssessene 2-3 1_08 2,283 205 5,L72 60“
AWbertl Hmmr ®sesseccesesenssee 0.3 OOL Lm O'L 368 Oolo
Toughszy‘}/ Sodoo oo bdBdn e 16.2 1.9 11,195 12,2 7,156 8.0
Damps 3.6 0.3 323 0.4 9 v
RoYSECaAMOYi ool s oras assvrocsaans 0.7 2.1 1,366 1.5 3,37 3.8
Al’_ Otbrb Seetesersvserrecrerone 005 OOL 39’ OOL L% 0.5
Tot"‘! R R R R N N RN 100.0 100.0 %’115 100.0 89,?’0 100.0

Less than .05 per cent. 2/ A11 varieties and grades.

v
3/ Moisturs content 14.9 to 17 per cent for Durum, 14.6 to 17 per cemt for a1 other varieties.
o

Moisture content over 17 per cent.
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Wheat Shipments*® to the United States by Destination

- dil -

August 1, 1955 to March 14, 1956
Compared with Approximately the Same Period 1953-54 and 1954-55

Destination 1953=54 1954~55 195556
- bushels -

Du’uth-Superior eevsscessccessoense 26,51.1 - 668,626
Mil"aukee L L B O B B B B B BB B B B BN 15’9‘0 - 52’%3
Chicago ® 008 0000t Bs VOOt - = 234,616

H‘n‘on e s tesecscessnssesesecsene - 1.0,000 =
Buffalo S 990000Vt O O PO ROS SIS PESETS 2,684’19' ”683)591 6131571
Totals, Vess6l ..cccecceccse 2,726,672 1,723 ,5N 1,569,736
U.S.A. Seaboard Ports .......... 16,534 23,126 1,333
Other UOS.AO POintB tseccesess e 1 ’508,780 L61 ’1109 1 ,L%,?Slo
Totajs, RalI( slean a5 . senen 625,314 484,275 1,408,087
Totals, Shipments ..cccvcee 4,251,986 2,207,866 2,977,823

*Either for re—export or retention for domestic use.

Total shipments of wheat to the United States, either for re-export
or retention for domestic use from the beginning of the current crop year to March
14, amounted to some 3.0 million bushels, somewhat above the 2.2 miillion shipped
during the corresponding period of 1954-55 but below the 4.3 milrion of two years
ago. Slightly more than half of this season's total] movement to date has been

moved by vessel.

Rail shipments of wheat to Maritime ports from Bay, l.ake and Upper
St. Lawrence Ports during the first seven months of the current crop year totalled
20.2 mij)iion bushels as against 18.8 mil'ion during the August~—February period of

1954-55 .

Rail Shipments of Wheat to Maritime Ports from Bay, Lake
and Upper St. Lawrence Ports

Origin of Shipments

August 1, 1954 to
February 28, 1955

August 1, 1955 to
February 29, 1956

Port McNicoll secececcccncscecace
MAAHARANS S elaTe cteis 0 oo eie s00 60000 sese
Col’ingvow ®0 200D PPN OOt tese e
O BREBURARCYS e o s 0500 e so e s sisss e
Goderich c.eecececccscccsceccccns
Sarnia cceeeececescccscccccccrcee
wllkerVi]J_Q P evssccsceenssessecve

Tou.'s LR B R R B IR BB B N Y

- bushels -
5,032,038 5,748,712
7,884,868 7,473,056
1,349,450 1,175,633
1,752,331 2,528,041
49 ,678 525,289
2,283,164 2,749,989
9,334 =

18,802,873 20,200,720
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Rail Shipments of Wheat from Fort William-Port Arthur, 1952=53—1955-56

Month 1952=-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56
= bushels -

A“gut LI I B R R A R B R ) 1%""1 1%’3% 61’m0 %’%1
&pm‘”r O R RN 1,181,0‘6 236,030 50’633 64,033
OCLODBY ccccscocaceasscccssssscsossans 936,757 ’73.043 106’053 63’9’75
Novemmr R R T WA WA 651 ,957 138,“0 81’253 148’576
DREERERE <.\ voouosonsnsccssoncensoions Wbl 94 347,824 179,272 477,622
Janua.ry etscevsccscessrtorancsstsosnnet 6,550,958 510,4% 352,109 2’340,921
Febmry D N R R X R 9,566’151 368’662 3185009 1’735,097
B I I e Yelolsio o:e dlatole ahelo s ole o s siofiie s'e o 6,285,944, 555,518 245,958
APril cececcsccecccerccsccarsoncocnce 189,339 378,68 169,137
hy 0000 cse8000s0s0cs 0000000 srssscnen 216’0106 253,6w 68,8’78
Jum B8 S 00seesse0tcresstostetstatenbe 136’014 37’349 103,601
J‘ﬂy ses0esstcecsrsssstrsscrsetasntnte 223,687 74,020 57'619

TOtIJS S0P eSS sersnttRtrts et ss S %'59"524 3)%4}%5 1)673’59“

Distribution of Rai) Shipments of Wheat from Fort Wil1iam-Port Arthur, February, 1956

Prince
Nova New
Grade Edward Quebec Ontario U.S.A.
Istand Scotia Brunswick
= bushels -
1 Northern eessscssssse - . - 6,000 g -
2 Hortbm sesessscscnse - Bm,OOO 2‘9,% %’m b’ =
3 NOorthern .eecevceccoces ot b - 28,@ b =
AN DB A ithrereior e s sleee o 5 s - 5,167 1,333 83,385 19,956 1,583
6 uh’at esc0scsscsccccnnce _— - - B'M 3’500 50‘.433
Feed eseccscccscsvscscsavee - = - 1,500 1,500 -
Tough’ seeecscrscvccsene . o L,LB‘I 22,%4 32’275 e’
Rejected eeceacecsncssvece o B 6,00L L8,531 A,L7‘ -
Albcl' D\m sesscscscsee — 171,“” 20,0(» 7,000 79,009 -
A1) Others cc.cecceccces L2,885 1’469 - “’3’7 15)674 -
EOLHNAN Y oa o%s. oliese 2,885 557,636 28,634 230,538 156,388 506,017

Overseas Exports

with Comparisons

of Canadian Grain by Ports of Loading, August 1, 1955~—March 14, 1956,

Ports Wheat Oats Bariey Rye Flaxseed
= bushels -
Vancouver—New Westminster .... 49,318,527 268,663 5,659,580 284,607 532,308
victori‘ LI 3 B N BRI I B BB B 1,171’412 = - =i 2
Prince Rupert .cecccceesccccee 354,667 - 2,204,533 < =
Churchill .scececesceccccccccccans 12,818,845 < = = =
Si. Lawrencs ‘
MONtreal .ccececcceccscescesss 21,298,537 1,240,448 6,480,518 1,638,440 5,249,095
Sorel sessestsssectsvrsnnssanen 3,0%,11&9 - 31&”177 - 155,'769
Three Rivers .....cccccecoevse 2,708,228 - 420,000 - =
Q‘uemc evecenssnsscacstesscnne 3,676,700 - - e -
Saint JoOhn sececevcccrccccnsee 1,583,“0 e 1 = Fd
West Saint Johh eeccecscccccss 13,243,176 49,420 69,928 152,796 2,075,440
HEIHBAX cisieicse o sasooassonessvs 10,960,741 = - - 978,047
U.S. Atrantic Seaboard .c.ccvce.. 182,333 2 z 92,163 -
IR L e cieiecssaocscsaas 120,346,755 1,558,531 15,175,736 2,168,006 8,990,659
August 1, 1954—March 16, 1955 .. 136,203,829 3,987,403 34,365,890 2,391,099 3,557,732
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Eraight Claims fived for payment up to February 29, 1956 represent the movement of some 7,960
Aasaistance thousand bushels of wheat from the Prairie Provinces to Eastern Canada and British
Shipments Columbia under the freight assistance policy during the first six months of the curremt

crop year. This preliminary total, subject to upward revision with the fiving of
additional claims has already exceeded by a narrow margin the revised August—January, 1954-55 total
of 7,598 thousand bushels. Approximately 76 per cent of the current ysar's shipments went to
%;atiutionl in Ontario and Quebec, 12 per cent to British Columbia and the remainder to the Maritime

ovinces.

Provincia] Distritution of Wheat Shipments under the Freight Assistance Policy
August—January, 1955-56 and 1954-55

Month Nf1d. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. B.G. Total
= thousand bushsls -
August, 1955 ceveeviiincnnnanns 7 26 7% 58 487 I7Al 224 1,319
September .....cccvesveccecieces 10 21 M4 52 495 439 194 1,325
CICHODOT T slelero olole e s aie o100 a/s/sae ¢ 29 1 15 57 48 543 446 167 1,288
November Ry, "2 22 90 58 581 535 217 1,515
December .....cccc0cv0cssccnccns 3 12 ol L4, 598 51 110 1,358
J‘nm'y, 19% LI LR N I 3 16 LB Q 5" M LS 1,1%
MOLRYE, 1/ toisiorersioibiorsivinie oo 46 112 40 303 3,245 2,837 957 7,960
Same period 1954-55:
Pre1iminary 2/ .eceescecaans 38 49 394 234 2,84 2,303 1,148 6,990
Revised 1/ .cevevvacncvaccne 45 52 427 254, 2,n0 2,426 1,485 7,598

Pre1iminary data on the movement of milifeeds under the freight assistance policy
indicate that, on the basis of claims filed up to February 29, 1956 a total of 254,948 tons were
shipped during the August~—~January period of the current crop year. Over the same period of 71954-55
claims had been filed for 248,625 tons, indicating on the assumption of approximately the same rate of
submission of claims during both the current and preceding crop years that the 1955-56 August—~January
shimments under the policy were running s1ightly above those of 195.4-55. Revised data on mil1feed
shipments during the first ha1f of the preceding crop year, based on claims sulmitted up to February
29, 1956 place the total at 276,714 tons.

Provincial Distribution of Mil1feed Shipments under the Freight Assistance Policy
August-January, 1955-56 and 1954-55

1954=55 1955-56

Province

Pre)iminary 2/ Revised 1/ Preliminary 1/
= tons -

Haufound]anadiSils cioreisleleialsialsiere o a|sis's sslofaie’s 1,472 N el 1,803
Prince Edward Isiand ccecevececccnsccns 3,000 3,320 3,670
Nove Scotis cceeesccecccscssaccaccansos 15,570 17, N7 17,192
INAWRE LI BWAICK! 'ala ajsieja/s]ss 6 bjs/sa/s/41é o's & slololole 14,160 15,550 15,695
S PR <lalelalalaloicle o o o o afajejsiolelaialoin o alToTore 127,190 137,412 129,937
ORETATIO) 5181512 c/ois s/sisia 00 s s00sasesssesisnses 68,274 75,687 70,330
British Colmmbia ..ececeecccescccccrcns 18,949 25,057 16,31
T°u1’ 00208000000 eeRtoRRRsO e 2‘8,625 2%,7" 254’9‘8

1/ Based on claims filed up to February 29, 1956.
2/ Based on claims filed up to February 28, 1955.
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Monthly Export Clearances, Etc., in Comparison with the Customs Exports of Wheat and Wheat Flour

Overseas Exports of Canadian Customs 3/ Customs 3/
Year Clearances Wheat to U.S.A. for Exports of Exports of
and of Canadian Domestic Use and Canadian Total Wheat and
Month Wheat 1/ Milling in Bond 2/ Wheat Flour Wheat Flour
~ thousand bushels -
1953=54
BERE LN o seteleisioile o «lolain o o 24,152 569 3,983 28,704 27,321
September .ccceccceccnsce 20,672 198 3,670 24,540 24,574
BERERRE . ecsescevccnnes 22,072 258 3,653 25,984 30,838
NOVember ¢.ccceccecsccase 18,815 1,549 3,791 24,155 23,850
DecCembEr cevecevconconce 12,857 795 4,110 17,762 20,283
JBNUATY ceeereencecnosen 13,416 409 3,778 17,604 17,218
Febnm eeess ettt 10’273 287 3’1‘27 13’987 15,025
MERCHN S cialoioio/ o oio/:0:5 si0 v ol 14,079 167 3,939 18,18 17,266
IS o oTe feretotoreiole » SfeYersls ¢ 10,708 777 4,611 16,096 16,454
IO (oY atata e oo sV otz e atatetas e 16,987 1,228 3,888 22,103 24,353
JUDN® teeerereninieacannn 19,854 1,320 4,002 25,17 23,228
ST YeTetsiatars) o farele(as s oxole 17,271 120 3,393 20,784 19,472
floGAll'S) Sistel Yo¥s'a de'elelo 201,157 7,678 46,246 255,081 260,482
4994-53
IHPATII, Yolatas sjs o ofs slaiaisiee 15,666 185 3,326 19,177 18,481
September ...ceeevceenee 25,744 209 3,699 29,653 28,460
OctobBr cevevcecccecccss 20,046 882 4,063 24,990 28,269
Novembr R R PR ER R FRERERRY 20’160 331 3,145 23,636 21’526
Decemur eeecsencrsccrce 16,201 131 3’132 19,L65 22,001
Janum LI B B A ) 14’7% 335 2,850 17,776 17,18‘
FebTUATY ceccvecossccs e 14,102 % 3,181 17,379 17,706
MATCRY 1% 3o olaisiélsiolole = o+ 16,719 173 3,564 20,456 17,603
AN ofolelslate o aleis o la/o'sie 12765 152 4,844 17 70X 20,080
H&y eev et esscessssevsaen 15,041 531 3,649 19’221 20’175
TANBN clarere sretore » eToleisterstsrars o 18,510 1,048 2,710 22,268 21,992
AL S 60000 6 A0 E00000 I7 9143 3% 2,458 19,987 19,491
Totals eeeveoeveens 206,229 4,458 40,622 251,909 252,968
1955-%6 &/
B RGN o e lale s 0e s ais s 0 19,777 469 2,673 22,920 20,830
Septenber ...ccccc0c00ee 14,877 292 3,462 18,631 18,138
OCIBONET " s c.o1s 02 s e sscssoss 14,075 10-16 3’559 18,049 18’1161
Novembor evessetrecs e 16,1‘107 10-40 3’085 19’972 19’382
DOCOmbOT «.eeeenenacnnes 10,323 429 3,076 13,828 17,708
Janu&ry eesevs0vs0csensan 19,053 lb% 2’7925/ 22,3205/ 19’0575/
EODEUATY o 0ia/s00/0a/ss/s/s 0o 16,985 537 3,445 20,%7 23,764
Totals ecccceccccee 111,536 3,058 22,091 136,686 137,020

1/ Compiled by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada.
2/ Compiled by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada, from returns of

Canadian elevator licensees and shippers and advice from American grain correspondents.

3/ Exports for crop years 1953-54 and 1954-55 adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns
made by Customs for both wheat and wheat flour.

barrel of 19 pounds.
4/ Subject to revision.
5/ Revised.

Wheat flour conversion rate:

Wheat flour conversion rate:

2.3 bushels per cwt.

4.5 bushels per
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Exports of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour by Destination 1955-56

November February _August—February
Destination wWheat Wheat Wheat
Flour 1/2/ Flour 2/ Wheat 3/ Flour 2/ Wheat 3/
- bushels -

COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES
United Kingdom ee.ceeeveescesssss 1,130,697 1,103,478 8,014,504 6,562,878 51,594,504

British Bast Africa eccececscoces 1,542 2,063 - 9,122 -
Gambila .eccevsc0scavscsstoccnnss 920 3,%1 - 28,872 -
Gold COI.Bt Cetecsnsvesscrtecsnton 57’5% 42’410 e 451,2% —
Nigoriﬂ s988c00ss0sssss st secnses 13’1% 39,%? — 187,%8 =
Other British West Africa ...... = = - 13,158 -
RNOdBBHRN 1015 ajale el leiatetetatetaltats i | ointale = - 22,400 = 281,867
Sierrl I‘one Sevsssssessrsensans 26,w3 11,815 - 178’579 =
Union of South Africa ..ece.eses = = 373,333 5 1,844,267
R IOT Sile o (o161 /s /*|exaTeTatoka /s folake = o s te te - = - 113,146 -
Hong Kang e8P e s s st Es RS TEr e 36’781 61,323 37’333 364’359 LOl,B?L
Mﬂl&y‘ ‘nd Singaporo asesesensssen 27’2& 66,‘12 =] 239’552 -
Europe

Gibr‘lt&r vesecssesescssetsesceen 12,% 9,274 = 53’560 -
Hllta P g hy = o /.20,000
Norih America

Bahamas ceceececccccnsecasoscsce 14,822 30,199 - 142,795 -
BREERACS) fatelatie o lols 1o AR » o:s: sl eToalel> 28,874 37,460 - 207,925 833
IESENIAR - o /o/00 sis o sfales a:8'ss » 015 sFioin s 6’888 13)1955 = 610’913 -
British Honduras .....cceccecese 1,253 2,360 - 25,261 -
JRBBICE s ceccsesssctonsascsessns 117,?91. 252,181 - 871’113 8,264
Leevard and Windward Islands ... 94,438 101,984 - 615,149 -
Trmd‘d .m Tohgo esseceencee 269’910 153,879 - 1,327,571 1,377
Fiji S 982000 ns et esses R st o 920 = 920 T
Squth America

British Guians ..ccecccecccences 3,128 11,762 = 31,349 -

Totals, Commonwealth Countries. 1,841,860 1,944,838 8,447,570 11,488,580 54,653,486

FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Azores and Madeira ..c.ccecceses 8’%7 6’037 - 36’952 o
Belgian COngO eeeeoccevccccnocsss Th,752 42,941 - 488,078 4,592
Ethiopia ®eescscBissenosecnsne e - = - = 1’333
Limri‘ Secrecessessstess s secans 2& 630 ] 8,238 S
D E D IS feTeYoTelols slaisialals ¢[oie]s| 016 o o'¢ o/® 5,053 - - 31,/43/. -
Portuguess East Africa ......... 3,057 1,771 12,416 8,830 T 666
Portuguese West Africa ......... 6,483 575 = 44, 894 =
dndla

Arabia sececccrccncccenctcanvans 2,3& 1,658 5 12’510 20,209
T T S R - - - - 724,266
PRENE L. o oo islillon snssvncesnass 160,525 26,685 1,260,052 394,298 14,210,250
Kon. tevs st et et ce et eonster e - ’ 50 50,7® 50
I‘b‘non Gee0 st s ettt scsetannee 5’356 35’356 =y 107’9% "
Philippina Ill.-nd. ®e0esscscncess 899.540 507’302 o 3’277,512 )
Portug“.’e AR R SlaTeii sosob sncnvs 3,818 24’%2 = 76,7% -
Syrh s eeseseerssssesecnenenate = 228 = 1,309 =
Th&ﬂm PP PsPecsestttsnstensnone 29,888 37,145 — 1&'627 Ly
Buraps

ANALTARE . 3 Tl teletels aisisisjaisie s a0 o 006 - =1 - o 2,158,834

TR R s 31,074 9% ,287 789,506 188,204 6,603,712
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Exports of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour by Destination 1955-56

November February August—February
Destination Wheat Wheat Wheat
Flour 1/2/ _ Flour 2/ Wheat I/ Fiour 2/ Wheat 3/
- bushels -
FOREIGN COUNTRIES

RGN W, (ovotets stot='s s ols 0 sis snle o5 o ols 226 275 - 1,352 -
Finland ececsccsecsrsseccctsntanccon - k- he' = 368’].%
BECATICEerite s sole 5 ¢ (o7als %0 s/0is o o 0 oo ¢ 05 - 759 = 759 =
Germany, Federal Republic c.es.s - = 3,033,261 198,469 13,193,229
e E BRI ey N otols ATRSTsYetats o oo 0 </o1n 5 18,014 5,440 - 54,722 -
Icelmd evresvrsevrrreettcssensase - = S 1.1,546 =
Ireland eeeececevecscacscnassane - 210,933 - 1,829,333
IVAlY ceccscecsosnsorennsncasves 41,57 178,659 145,976 2,219,474

?

Netherlands e.ccccceccccccecaces - 1’394’736 483 3,1%,59‘
HOXWAY «rcoccconnsnsensenneennes 3 200,107 - 2,073,460
Poland Secsscevesssssesconcnne o - = 735,‘67 = 6’5“,%2
Portugal esacssesscsscvencsson e - 8’073 = 11,350 =

S\litzerland eesessecsrcscssecccnse 621,3% 3,151,230
Yugoslavia essessceecsrsscccsense - - 6’898 =
Horth America

American Virgin Islands e....... 3,805 978 - 16,581 -
Costa Ric.. ssssecesnencccssnscee 52,856 32,72? = 335,561 -
Tilon O robobo 506000 TBOTE bRoe T 69,428 58,581 - 355,582 1,000
Dominicm R‘puhlic seteccsscveceesn 27,0& 52,325 - 277,4;01 2,500
E) Salvador ccsccesscscosscssoes 24,586 21,061 - 189,407 -
French West Indies .e.cceavcenes 460 115 - 1,720 -
G\mtﬁma eess e scecsencensenenn 34,171 4,982 . ?21,29’. 12,519
Haiti e e ctsctrosvenstrsnaneene 9‘,645 29,187 - 368’251 -
Hondms ®ececevsassacntensttanae 5’%? &,370 e 47,3&) T
Netherlandas Antilles ..ccceecess 13,181 20,488 - 137,386 -
“10“&8‘“‘ Srcecrsncecscescnersonre 27,305 13’729 = 198.117 -
Pm @90 esessenserescsetasranre 22,3% 31,770 o 178’110 =
St. Pierre and Miquelon .cccuees 171 1,840 - 10,194 -
United States

Flour in terms Of wheat cececee 56’075 77’303 == MS,% -

For domestic use 4/ .ccecoccees - - 537,482 - 3,058,438
Qcaania

French Oceania .ccccccceccocenen 14,903 - - 41,920 -
G’uﬂm s0sverssesessnsssrsveseRee S 9,84.1 276 - 27,207 -
South Amarica

Bolivia sSescscscsevesssevcstocse - = - 3,452 b2
RN e s 'sTole o s ioisis s o6 onsoencass ‘g u - 2,183 =
COLOMBAR «evevereececs coavennes 28,157 17,020 = 147,616 735
ERIETAEE" (3/elalels oic « al5's o e sisieveosssess - = 1(1),498 T 576,326
Peru escsssesreserseesoserensse e 4,251 7’592 = 27’5% -
Surinsm seees s sssssstecsssonnte 22’179 21.137 T 105,72? -
vemtuela @sesececsrerscescccsense 195,958 308’126 S 2,119,305 5’253

Toms ’ Fomign Colmtriea ereee i ,997 plbllb 1’499 ,676 9)0710 ’563 10 ,602 ,777 59 ,9/¢1 ’011

Totals, All Countries ......... 3,839,274 3,444,514 17,522,133 22,091,357 114,594,497

1/ Adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns made by Customs.

2/ In terms of wheat equivalent. Source: Canadian Customs returns. Conversion rate: 2.3 bushels
per cwt.

3/ Overseas clearances as reported by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada,
for all countries except the United States. Subject to revision.

4/ Compiled from returns of Canadian elevator licensees and shippers and advice from American grain
correspondents.
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Canadian Wheat Board Weekly Average Cash Wheat Prices
Basis in Store Fort Wil1iamPort Arthur

Week ending

February 24 March 2 March 9 March 16
= cents and eighths per bushel -

Class and Grade

dnitia) Payment to Producera

BEHBRERRTN s eislee vols o o000 sonsssssosso 140 140 140 140
2 NOrthern ceeeveesccesscccssennscencsse 136 136 136 136
3 Northm SSRseTsr st BRIt OEROREROEORTRES 13‘ ’3‘ 13‘ 131.
lo Nortbm secssvsssesacssecs s et ]26 126 1% 1%
S RIS (o Tetatele oretelu e oo s/oioia/visie ois wisie o sisre o 10 110 110 10
I T R T o0 rote afotetilesolologe, oFo « slolaia s o « o 104 104 104 104
Feed Umlt L3R 0 A B I N B I Y A Y ) 98 98 98 98
G GATTIALEC . (e < s o aisie sls/slele o o6 slslsle sJs'e 122 122 122 122
2 c.u. G‘m‘t 2892800008800 s PP PP PIOISTES 117 117 117 ’17
1 Alberta Red Winter .cceccececccccoss 124 124 124 124
2A1hm Hin“r S90S O PBIIERPOSSTIPIPPIESTRBRTRSE 119 ’19 119 119
1 COH' A.ur Dum P00t sse eSO PDP BRI, 150 150 150 150
2°ClRN:, AmDOE BATIR o oooivoessscscsscsas 147 147 147 147
SHEEWM ARDB L DU ™. 5\« disles.0.0 0 » siolole sres 140 140 140 140

Jdoternational Wheat Agreament
and Domestic Sades

T 3 B0 G 80 - B850 600 0 c00ABB08 00 00 174 174/6 175/6 175/6
2 Nortmm L0 I B B I B I B B A N ’70 170/6 171/6 1.7’./6
3 “Ortbm LR R N R W A AN N IR Y 164 16“6 165/6 165/6
4 NOTAHBIT eeeveonensccncccnnnsoncsan 153/6 153/6 153/6 155/1
EHWNOAL: +.0 T« JTeRIETs e s 3T Tolales éie alaT]e ere's 125 126/2 128 130

EHWBRRL 117 0701 o1l o o o0 siefereletare oid o el aters 121 122/2 124 126

F’od uu.t L3O I RN N A I N A N R I I Y 117 ]]8/2 120 122

G GREDAR Pyl Jelo aisisioioTeloletaleterojs XeTo oo o 14476 144/6 144/6 144/6
2 CoWe GAIDBE voveesecocesconsanscnnne 140/6 140/6 140/6 140/6
SUCTHA GATDOL Jv'eBes oo s ocsistondshaess 137/6 137/6 137/6 137/6
1 ATberta Red Winter ...eceeeecececess 143/6 143/6 143/6 143/6
2 Ayberta WINLOP 55i:ccecccssocassesras 139/6 139/6 139/6 139/6
3 ATberta WiNter .e.cevececscccccnsoes 135/6 135/6 135/6 135/6
1 C.W. Amber DUFUR cocvtecccessnnconns 204/6 204/6 204/6 204/6
2 C.W. AmbOr DUFrUR cevvececscansososes 202/6 202/6 202/6 202/6
3 CoW. AmDOr DUFUR +eveccvceccvscnanes 201/6 201/6 2001/6 201 /6

E =0

SR el .o scsceccerarassae 174 174/6 175/6 175/6
RN O URAEIII o s Tl Talalaleicisisioisis o0 o o 0loisiois s 170 170/6 1n/6 1mM/6
3 NOBUDBETIL e/sle.sisisinie e v sis oios e s o e oioenns 1610 16U6 165/6 165/6
4 NOTEDOITN +eeeevrarencecrecoconacncos 153/6 153/6 153/6 155/1
5. LT 5 00 0bbUb ot IR ARy [ 125 126/2 128 130
6 m‘t 200280095000 0000 0000000000000 12] 122/2 12‘ 1%
RN BRI SR Teleroretelels s ee o's's o6 e+ ¢ ss's Hates 17 118/2 120 122
7 CuWe GATIIOL voveevevcnsoscconcensoon 144/6 144/6 144/6 144/6
2 c.ub amt BP0 0B S0 RNNERRINEN RO RNLA 1LM6 1‘0/6 1‘0/6 1w/6
R A GATTRILIIEERR et L oo oo 00 004 v 00 dc00 137/6 137/6 137/6 137/6
C.We AMDOY DUFUR ceceecenccccssacces 254 254 254 254,
C H. Alhr Dnl'\ll Seseessescsnsansets 250 250 250 250
C.W. ut”rmlm.ooaaoooocooo-oooo- 21&4 2“ 2“ 2“
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Canadian Wheat Board Weekl'y Average Cash Wheat Prices
Basis in Store Vancouver

Week ending

February 24 March 2 March 9 March 16
- cents and eighths per bushel -

Class and Grade

Initia) Payment to Producera

1 NOrthern .ecceescececscccccsesnsasass 140 140 140 140
2 NOrthern ccecccsccscsssscscsccncssse 136 136 136 136
BN EBERTTIIN s eie o's ofsls's + o/s's sis's o s e oie/sTe s s7s 134 134 s/ 134
PAINEEERIEENT o 1L S%e (e e olototelets efefe o siniehs o o sTojorels 126 126 126 126
EINBREIE) '« cieiaicls 5 o o als oo olels s olois.sToiols » o.0 sio'e 110 110 M0 110

ERRBNEIE . < ¢ ioicis/a(i0/s) 5 ols ois's a/sis)s o o's s s/sTa 016 o 104 104 104 104
Feed Wheat cccecescecesccvsctvesscosss 98 98 98 98
1 C.W. Garnet .ceeeecescccssrcccnncns 122 122 122 122

2 C.W. GATNOL cecececccncvccncesesssnse 1?7 117 1% 117
1 Alberta Red Winter .ccecoevecsescsse 124 124 124 124
2 Alberta Finf&r te0scssscssrsssscsnss 1’9 1"9 1’9 119

1 C.W. Amber Durum .eceescevrecscnsscess 150 150 150 150
2 C.W. Amber DUrum «eccveveccancvsnnes 147 147 147 147
3 C.W. Ambrnurm eecsessrssrssscecene 11.0 lw 1100 11.0

International Whaat Agreasment
and Domeatic Sales

1 NOTHOIT cuvvrevecconocnconassoncons 172/6 172/6 172/6 172/6
2 Nortmm E I I B N R N R R R B ) 16y6 16&6 168/6 168/6
3 Nortmm LIRS B S AU IO B B Y ) “?{’6 162/6 162/6 162/6
‘Nortmm R EEE:yrrmymmmmmnm 153/6 153/6 153/6 154/10-
5 Wheat PeBesessestsatonactesentRtanere 123 124/2 126 128/5
ERMUBSEEE /s o 0 0 ois crsroibios sssssessssassanes 119 120/2 122 124/5
Feed Wheat .o.eeeececcrseensornsnnnnns 115 116/2 18 120/5
). CENSRGATNAE . sl oionroesssosssssscssss 1W6 1W6 1W6 1W6
OGNS NGRTIVIL ofs1a alois s/oloisis 080 0 0sisssees 140/6 140/6 140/6 140/6
RGN FGATIBL] e sisisiseaossessorasccsess 137/6 137/6 137/6 137/6
1 Alberta Red Winter ..eceeesoconcecss 143/6 143/6 143/6 143/6
2A1bru Winter Sessssevessrssannsven 139/6 139/6 139/6 139/6
3 ATberta WIDLOT .eveveverocveonenanss 135/6 135/6 135/6 135/6

Export - Class Il

1 Nortum Se0sdssssstrtEsrontvsetRee 172/6 172/6 172/6 172/6
2 Nortmm S0 2 L0900 0P PSP PEREDLENESINE SIS 168/6 168/6 168/6 168/6
I T Y Ve Toro¥elelaleras = olelafos)s alalsl « 3lofs & 162/6 162/6 162/6 162/6
4 NOPLHOTD eoveeevcocencccanensonnanes 153/6 153/6 153/6 154/4
5 ubat P 22000 RPN Pt eeNTOEROLEOROIOLERARERSTTS 1,23 12”2 1% 128/5
6 Wheat L R XY 119 120/2 122 124/5
ROOARWIAAL «onoceccosscovosenssocessss 115 116/2 18 120/5
ERIERUBRGATIION oo oo soecseccccssscvons 144/6 144/6 14476 144/6
ORGREENGATIAT o000ccobecrorsssscsrases 140/6 140/6 140/6 140/6
3 Coll. GATDOL ccoovvecoccscoconsssonss 137/6 137/6 137/6 137/6
1 Alberta Red WANEr «ueeeeveseesorees 143/6 143/6 143/6 143/6
2 Aberta WiNter .....oeeveeeccocscens 139/6 139/6 139/6 139/6
3 Albru uinur PP OO P CE NN SOOI NEN P 135/6 135/6 135/6 135/6
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Licensed Storage Capacity of Canadian Grain Elevators
as at March 31, 1956

Elevators, including

Kind of Special
Province Permanent and Total
Licence Temporary Annexes Amnaxes
WESIERN DIVISION R i
Manjitoba Public Country ...... 45,855,300 485,000 46,340,300
Private Countl'y ees e 88,000 — 88’000
Mill PO P Q8 O8O 00000 0 1’775’000 = 1’775’000
Private Terminal .... 3,145,500 - 3,145,500
Semi-Public Terminal. 6,000,000 = 6,000,000
Thtalinl, )., Bk, 56,863,800 485,000 57,348,800
Saskatchswan Public Country ...... 182,356,900 5,462,150 187,819,050
Privau Countl'y esce e 29’000 — 1 29’000
Mill eeessvsssesessese 4,915,5“) = L’915’500
Public Terminal ..... 11,000,000 - 11,000,000
Tobal R o5 we s wabe 198,301,400 5 462,150 203,763,550
Alberta Public Country eeec.. 120,134,450 4,572,050 124,706,500
Private Country ..... 232,500 - 232,500
Mill e esceessecsesnee 4’294’000 == L,29A,000
Pl'ivate Temin&l ee v 1’10%’000 = 1’10%’000
Public Terminal ..... 6,100,000 = 6,100,000
Roall sl Si ol srere.. = 132,250,950 4,572,050 136,823,000
British Public Country ...... 1,788,000 - 1,788,000
Columbia UL B oo 000 1,060,100 = 1,%0’100
Public Terminal ..... = = -
Semi-Public Terminal. 20,106,500 - 20,106,500
Totals ceveecese 22,954,600 - 22,954,600
Ontario Public Country ece... 65,000 1,400,000 1,465,000
Mill eseecsscecrssege 1,480,000 ' l,LB0,000
Pl‘ivat’e Teminal es e 2’1035 ,000 - 2’1035 ’om
Semi-Public Terminal. 90,517,210 = 90,517,210
Totals ..eeescse 94,497,210 1,400,000 95,897,210
Totals Western Division ...... 504,867,960 11,919,200 516,787,160
IVISION
%wio ® 0 080 Peass st tesN e e 57’041,0% — 57’041’000
Qu-emc e et s et sesevssntresssserrane 27’912’000 et 27,912,000
New Brunswick cceecececsscecencanes 3,076,800 - 3,076,800
NOV& Scoti‘ S0P eRtR ORI NIRENIOET RO 4,152’500 = 1.,152,500
Totals Eastern Division ...... 92,182,300 - 92,182,300
Totals, Licensed Storage ..... 597,050,260 11,919,200 608,969,460

Source:

Licence and Bonding Branch,

Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada.
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Summary of Grain Storage Capacity as at March 31, 1956

Type of Storage Location Capacity
= bushels -
Licensed Storage® - Western Division .... 504,867,960
Eastern Division .... 92,182,300 597,050,260
Special Annexes - Western Division .... 11,919,200 11,919,200
Unlicensed Storage. .= bhnitou Peseecsscevaee 130 ,000
Saskatcmwan es s e 285 ,mo
Alberta R R EREER) 459’000
British Columbia .... 1,820,000
%tario e aw & oave e 70’000 2’%4,0%

Total Storage Capacity, Licensed and
Unlicensed, Permanent, Temporary and
Special Annexes G99 SP RSP EIPIIRCEEDNINOISEOEPNTAEIOIES 611’733,460

* Including permanent and temporary annexes.
Source: Licence and Bonding Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada.

Total licensed grain storage capacity at March 31, 1956, according to
records of the Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada, amounted to €09.0 million
bushels. Some 597.1 million bushels of this total consisted of storage space in
elevators including permanent and temporary annexes, with the balance of 11.9 million
bushels being located in special annexes. The latter are buildings located either
on or off railway sites and suitable for the emergency storing of grain. Although
they cannot qualify for licensing as country elevators under the Canada Grain Act,
order in council P.C. 5122, dated September 26, 1951, provides for the licensing of
such buildings on a temporary basis for emergency grain storage.

Unlicensed off-farm storage capacity at March 31, 1956 amounted to
2.8 million bushels, making a combined total of 611.7 million bushels of licensed
and unlicensed storage, as against a combined total of 58.9 million bushels at
March 31, 1955.

On a regional basis, licensed storage capacity for some 516.8 million
bushels representing 85 per cent of the licensed total, was located in the Western
Division. Total licensed storage capacity of elevators in the Prairie Provinces
at March 31, 1956, in millions of bushels, were as follows, (comparable data for
March 31, 1955, in brackets): Saskatchewan, 203.8 (193.9); Alberta, 136.8 (127.3);
and Manitoba, 57.3 (53.5). On the basis of type of license, public country
elevators accounted for a storage capacity of 362.1 million bushels or 70 per cent
of the totel licensed storage capacity in the Westernm Division at March 31, 1956.



= o

CANADIAN FLOUR MILLING SITUATION

Production Wheat flour production by Canadian mills during February, 1956 amounted to 3,125,000

hundredweight, relatively unchanged from either the January total of 3,101,000
hundredweight or the February, 1955 level of 3,113,000 hundredweight. The ten-year (1946-~1955) average
production for the month of February was 3,561,000 hundredweight. Mills reporting operations during
February this year had a total rated capacity of 179,397 hundredweight per 24-hour day and, on the
basis of a 25-day working period 69.7 per cent of this rated capacity was effactive,

Wheat milled for flour during Febtruary amounted to 7.2 million bushels compared with 7.1
million bushels milled during both the preceding month and during February, 1955. Of the wheat milled
for flour during Fetruary, 1956, some 6.5 million bushels were Western Canadian spring wheat (other
than Durum), with the remainder consisting of Ontario Winter Wheat (403,000 bushels)and Durum wheat
(112,000 bushels).

Exporta According to preliminary Customs returns, exports of Canadian wheat flour during February,

1956 amounted to 1,498,000 hundredweight (some 3,445,000 bushels of wheat equivalent)
representing an increase of 23 per cent over flour exports of the preceding month. Flour exportis
during the month went to 54 countries with shipments equivalent to 1.1 million bushels to the United
Kingdom accounting for 32 per cent of the total February movement. Other leading markets for Canadian
wheat flour during the month, with shipments in thousands of bushels of wheat equivalent, were as
follows: Philippine Islands, 507; Venezuela, 308; Jamaica, 252; Trinidad and Tobago, 154; and Leeward
and Windward Islands, 102.

Wheat Milled for Flour, and Production and Exports of Wheat Flour, Canada

c Y Wheat Milled Wheat Flour
. for Flour Production Exports 1/
= bushels - = oub. =
1935-36-=1939=~40 AVOrage ........ 67,845,114 29,405,451 9,603,941
1940-41—1944=45 average ........ 99,704,638 43,908,245 23,699,546
19‘5-46 0ot esssensnsecstrantsvennn 118,07‘,77[. 52,018,/;98 ?8.361,51;7
191.6-10-7 $resecsrtecsscsscccsncnsasn 127’775,1% 56,033’374 33’1'16,617
DI R TR VeV lh o analeYatoterera oo s 1o /aTore o 109,822,011 47,353,004 26,776,683
O B I o 1alese s s 0.0 Hareretelateis s eese™s s ofo 90,896,984 39,944,794 20,947,620
B e G FeTe letetoralo sl o o als via o siss Slo ¥alelels .90,082,917 39,708,032 19,896,136
BEES DRENN J1aTe| < otsie ojsistoie o o sioroleta /etoloNa & o 106,748,343 46,315,153 24,356,912
DESH=ED o o o'vsisio sfsiaiiiole s siofeiolsle cTels o » 104,494,021 44,771,184 22,258,324
1952“53 2000000t sccestsnssenseseae 1%,727’237 1.6,776,625 21.’609,199
B = S s saiol e sioiolale I s¥eTololoioislelainio orela » 91,855,269 40,769,909 20,142,824
195‘—55 €eces 0000000000000 000 92’4%’%8 ko,b(ﬁ,599 1‘7,692’9/‘5
1955-56 2/
AUZHB R o los i JoTalatotataslareia 7,580,542 3,295,109 1,162,347
September cesccecccccee 8,039,098 3,03 03 1,505,186
October s8seessssnsdsns 7.%10,1103 3,1‘»71’5q7 1,5167,2210
NOVOmBY ceccdisocsnses 8,307,997 3,640,577 1,341,357
December ...cccceccoces 7,342 ,888 3,214,933 1,337,400
ABOUATYEE o100 5j0 .0 0 swis/s o s 7,099,211 3,100,787 1,213,809 3/
FABBUADY < o%ccescsaoccen 7,160,710 3,124,518 1,497,615
TOTELE Hoo'sietercos oo 53,494,589 23,360,59% 9,604,938
Same period 195455 3/ +eevaveses 55,037,617 24,265,115 10,190,483

1/ Based on Customs returns. Exports for the crop years 1945-46=-195/-55 revised to remove affect
of time lag in the returns made by Customa.

2/ Subject to revision.
3/ Revised.
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UNITED STATES SITUATION

Supply Position  Total estimated domestic supplies of wheat for the 1955-56 crop

year, consisting of the July 1 carryover of 1,021.6 million
bushels and the 1955 crop of 938.2 million, amount to some 1,959.8 million bushels.
Imports of wheat from Canada for all purposes during the first eight months of the
current United States crop year totalled 3.4 million bushels as against 1.1 million
during the July=—February period of 1954-55. After deducting anticipated domestic
requirements of 625.0 million bushels some 1,338.2 million are available for export
and for carryover during 1955-56 compared with 1,795.5 million avsilable during
1954-55.

United States Wheat Supplies

Item 1954-55 1955-56 1/

- million bushels -

Carryover at beginning of crop year (July 1) .ceeececas 902 .4 1,021.6

New Crop P C ST B O SO O P L LT ORGP OD RSO NSNS EE SO 984-08 938.2

Total estimated domestic supplies ...ccccconvecces 1,887.2 1,959.8

Imports of wheat for domestic use, July—February ..... e ) 3.4

Total estmud supplies y LI I R NN O B BB A BB B I R 1’888.3 l’%3.2

Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year 3/ . 592.8 625.0

Available for export and for CaArryover ...ceseocecee 1,295.5 1,338.2

Deduct:

Exports of wheat as grain, July=—February «..ceceoceeee 147.6 140.2
Exports of wheat flour and products in terms of

"mat’ J\le—Feme'y B O S0 PPN PAESE NSNS 27.9 32.1

Total exports of wheat, wheat flour and products . 17505 172.3

Balance on March 1 for export and for carryover ....... 1,120.0 1,165.9

1/ Preliminary.

2/ Excluding imports for March—June period.

3/ Includes allowances for shipments of United States wheat and wheat products to
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guem, Samoa, Virgin Islands and Wake Island. These
shipments are not included in exports as set out in the table.

Exports of wheat, whest flour and products in terms of grain
equivalent during the July-—February period of the current crop year amounted to
172.3 million bushels compared with 175.5 million exported during the same months of
the preceding crop year. The balance remaining on March 1, 1956 for export and for
carryover, at 1,165,9 million bushels, was about 4 per cent above the March 1, 1955
total of 1,120.0 million.
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Prospactiva The following report on prespective plantings of spring wheat in
Plantings of the United States was taken from the March 16 report of the Crop
Spring Wheat Reporting Board, United States Department of Agriculture.

Wheat .- Acreage of all spring wheat planted in 1956 will be nearly
one million acres larger than in 1955, if growers carry out their planting
intentions as of March 1. Intentions point to a seeding of 14.6 million acres this
year, 5 per cent more than last year but still the third smallest acreage of record.
The 10-year average is 20.1 million acres seeded to all spring wheat. A total of
59.8 million acres of all wheat is indicated by combining the intended seeded
acreage of spring wheat with the acreage of winter wheat planted as estimated last
December. This is an increase of 1.5 million acres from the 58.3 million acres
planted for the 1955 wheat crop.

Intended plantings of durum wheat amount to 2 million acres and
would be the largest acreage planted since 1953. The prospective acreage may be
altered by liberalized durum acreage allotments announced in mid-March — after
farmers returned their intentions reports. Therefore, the indicated increases may
be partially explained by farmers' expectations of larger durum allotments.

Another factor is the relative success of the crop in 1955 when much of the acreage
escaped serious rust demage, which had taken a heavy toll of the 1953 and 1954
crops. North Dakota farmers, who produce the bulk of the crop, intended a 20 per
cent increase in seedings as of March 1. The largest relative increases are
indicated from outside the main durum area. Montansa producers are planning to more
than double the 1955 acreage and Minnesota acreage will be twice that seeded last
year.

The acreage of gther spring wheat that farmers intend to plant is
indicated at 12.6 million acres. This would be nearly 1 per cent more than the
acreage planted in 1955 but nearly 5 million acres or 28 per cent balow average.
North Dakota accounts for more than half of the total indicated acreage with
Montana and South Dakota each intending to seed a sixth or more of the total
acreage. The intended acreage in these three States accounts for & per cent of
the total acreage.

If yields per planted acre this year should equal the 1950~54
average, by States, and acreage planted equals that indicated by farmers as of
March 1, an all spring wheat crop of 188 million bushels would be produced. Based
on conditions as of December 1, 1955, a winter wheat crop of 735 miliion bushels
was indicated for 1956. These add to an gll wheat total of 923 million bushels.
In 1955, an all wheat crop of 938 million bushels was produced.

Crop and According to the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin of April 2, dry,
keather sunny weather, above-normal warmth, and several very windy days
Conditions sapped the scant soil moisture from the droughty middle and southern
Great Plains area. The worst duststorms of the season caused light
to locally considerable damage to wheat in northwestern Texas, northwestern
Oklahoma, middle and western Kansas, western Nebraska, extreme western South
Dakota, and the eastern portions of Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico. Texas
reports considerable abandonment in the Panhandle counties west of Spearman, while
in the northern Rolling Plains, Cross Timbers, and Blackland areas wheat has good
color and is jointing but urgently needs rain. Wheat is making rapid growth in
eastern Oklahoma under the influence of warm weather and more favorable moisture,
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but the need for rain is acute in the northwestern portion. Wind damage was
locally severe along the Kansas-Colorado border. Warm weather stimulated
development of wheat in Kansas, especially in the eastern third where moisture is
less deficient, but some fields are showing brown spots. Seeding oats is virtually
completed in Kansas, most of Missouri, and southern Nebraska, and is well underway
in northern Nebraska and southern Iowa, but more moisture is needed for germination
and growth.

In Arkansas, Louisiana, and nearly all of the region east of the
Mississippi River small grains are in good condition or improving, with the plants
growing rapidly in southern districts but still slowly in the southern Great Lakes
region. Oat sowing is underway in the Ohio Valley, where this work is 60 per cent
completed in Illinois, but less advanced eastward.

Sowing spring grains is increasing in the Pacific Northwest. Some
winter—-wheat acreage in Washington is being reseeded to spring wheat.

Program Announced for On March 21 the United States Department of
Limited Durum Whasat Agriculture announced a program to encourage
Increase for the 1956 Crop increased production of durum wheat (Class II), as

provided by Public Law 431, 84ith Congress, approved
by President Elsenhower March 16, 1956. "Durum wheat® under the program includes
hard amber durum, amber durum, and durum of Class II varieties.

The program is available to farmers in designated counties in
California, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota where durum wheat
(Class II) was produced in one or more of the past five years for commercial food
products. In these counties farmers may plant three acres of durum wheat for each
acre of the farm wheat allotment not planted to "other™ wheat. For farms with
wheat allotments of less than 15 acres, the increase permitted in durum will be on
the basis that the allotment is 15 acres.

Farmers in the designated counties who intend to plant durum wheat in
1956 under the program may get full information about the program from their county
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation office.

Under the durum wheat program for 1955, production increased from a
low of about & million bushels in 1954 to more than 20 million bushels in 1955. The
average annual production for the five-year period 1948-52 was 34 million bushels.

LCC Authorized to The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced on March 13
Buy up to 100 Million that purchase by the Commodity Credit Corporation of
Bushels of Grain additional standard-type grain storage bins with a

Storage Bin Capacity capacity of up to 100 million bushels had been authorized

to assure adequate storage for the take-over next summer
and fall of 1955-crop grains under price support. Details, including bin
specifications, bid due date, and other information, will be announced later.
Extremely heavy movement of 1955-crop corn under price support, totalling 300
million bushels through February 15, indicates a major storage problem for CCC this
summer and fall. Additional space will be required for take-over of the probable
near-record quantities of corn put under 1955 support. A large part of the sizeable
emergency type storage capacity that CCC has is filled with grains. In bin-type
storage, the CCC has a capacity of approximately 884 million bushels. In additionm,
more than 85 million bushels of wheat are stored in 373 ships of the U.S. Maritime
Administration Reserve Fleet.
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No. 2 Hard Winter, Kansas City

No. 1 Northern Spring, Minneapolis

Date

Price

Date
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O 08~ W

12
13
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15
16
19
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sesess0ccsccccccsy
L B A A L B L

teesescessscscsvees
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®esssssessvssscse

cents per bushel
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218 1/2

220 1/4
219 243 1/2
218 1/2 - 242 3/4
220 1/2 - 227

223 1/2 - 235 1/4

222 3/4

222 - 246
222 1/2 - 246
224 1/2 - 247 1/2
225 1/4 - 242

227 3/4 - 246 3/4
229 - 247 1/2
228 1/4 - 247 3/4
230 3/4

233

232 1/2 - 238 1/2
233 - 234
231 1/2 - 251
232 /4 - 251
Good Friday

242 3/4
226

March 1, 1956
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12 $s00s0c0soesenccesnse
13 LEE R R R R RN R )
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15 e sessssesesvecas

7 iy =N DAL

19 ®sessesssssessese
20 ®4c0c0cesesescessen
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79 00000000 00oBI0T
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®¢secsssscccnrese
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23 1/2
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229 1/4
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230 1/2
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232 3/8 - 233 3/8
232 7/8 - 233 7/8
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232 /4 - 234 1/4
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Chicago Wheat Futures, High Points of Closing
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219/6
09/7

22
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199/3
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198/5
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210/3
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ARCENTINE SITUATION

Supply Position Tota) estimated supplies of wheat in the Argentine for the crop
year 1955-56 amount to 255.0 mi11ion bushels, consisting of the
December 1, 1955 carryover of 77.9 mil1ion bushels and the new crop of 177.1
mitvion. Supplies of this size are some 26 per cent below the comparable total of
342.9 mil1ion bushels in 1954-55. Combined exports of wheat as grain and wheat
fiour in terms of grain equivalent during the three month period December, 1955—
February, 1956 amounted to 29.4 million bushels, down somewhat from the 1evel of
33.0 mi11ion exported during the same months of the preceding crop year. The
balance on March 1, 1956 for export and for carryover was estimated at 89.6 million
bushels, 1ittle more than one-half of the March 1, 1955 total of 177.6 miilion.

Argentine Wheat Supplies

Item 1954~55 1955-56 1/
= mivvion bushels -
Carryover at beginning of crop year (December 1) ....... 60.3 2/ 77.9 2/
Neu crop ..'-Q.l..0........................Q........."' 282.6y 177.1 y
Total estimated domestic supp1ies ..ecececeecceccess 342.9 255.0
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year ..... 132.3 136.0
Avaitable for export and fOr CATIYOVEr ..ecececccss 210.6 119.0
Deduct:
Exports of wheat as grain, December—February ......... 32.6 28.3
Exports of wheat four in terms of wheat, Dec.—Feb. .. 0.4 1.2
Tota] exports of wheat and wheat f1our ..eecececscs 33.0 29.4
Balance on March 1 for export and for caArryover ........ 177.6 89,6

1/ Preliminary. 2/ Includes al7lowances for farm stocks. 3/ Officia) estimate.

The following account of the Argentine situation has been extracted
from a report from Mr. W. F. Hil1house, Agricultura) Secretary, Canadian Embassy,
Buenos Aires, under date of March 16, 1956, and is reproduced with the permission of
the Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce. Where possible,
conversions from Argentine to Canadian measures have been made for the convenience
of our readers. Currency conversions have been made at the rate of 16,20 pesos to
the United States doltlar. (18.00 pesos per U.S. dollar less 10 per cent export tax).
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Heather and Crops After a few weeks of scattered showers, very heavy rains have

fallen throughout the whole grain zone. These rains were so
torrential in southern Buenos Aires that extensive flooding has washed out raijways,
roads, and bridges and has reportedly caused the death of some 7ivestock.
Generally, however, and especially in the west, these rains will be welcomed as
permitting the farmers to get back on the 1and to prepare it for sowing winter
grains. The growing summer crops - sunflower, peanuts, sudan grass, etc., have
generally made satisfactory progress during the past month although in some zones
the sunflower is suffering from insect infestations, rust and virus disease., The
harvest of the corn crop is beginning in the north and a)though the outturn of some
rust ridden and early sown lots has been disappointing, optimism is sti11 running
high that average yields will be the best for some years. A1falfa and natural
pastures are gensrally in good condition.

¥heat —- 1955-56 Crop Wheat sales since February 16 amounted to 77,000 tons

(2,829,000 bushe1s) inctuding 10,000 tons (367,000 bushe1s)
of Durum which was sold on tender for more than 100 dol1ars per ton, ($2.72 per
bushel) f.o.b. This brought total sales since December to almost 925,000 tons
(33,988,000 bushe1s) and I.N.G.E. has withdrawn from the market. In view of the
relatively low estimated total availabitity for export and carryover of about 3,1
miljion tons (175.5 mil1ion bushe1s) and the varge bilateral trade commitments,
especially to Brazi] and Italy, it is not expected that Argentina will offer much
more wheat for sale unless subsequent estimates of production increass, the trade
agreements are not fulfilled or reserves are drawn down. Wheat shipments continued
at a good pace during February but are running s1ightly behind jast year's rather
exceptional exports.

Qats, Barley and Rye Carryover stocks and hence export availabilities of thase

grains are difficu't to determine. However, it is generally
agreed that, in spite of smaller crops total avaijabilities for export and carryover
of these crops and particutlary of barley are greater this year than ast. This
opinion 1s certainly supported by the sales activity which has been noted so far
this crop year. Sales of these grains since December 1 have exceeded 565,000 tons
of which 316,000 (14,514,000 busheis) have been bariey and 200,000 oats (12,968,000
bushe1s). These compare with sales of omly 66,000 tons during the same period last
year. Oat sales already more than double 1ast year's total exports and barley
sa)es, including those made during the second half of November exceed 80 per cent
of 1ast year's total shipments of 495,000 tons (22,735,000 bushels).

Recent heavy rains wil1 facivitate, expecially in the western zone,
the preparation of Jand for the sowing of winter grains. Oats, barley and rye
compete with each other, with wheat and, to a Yesser extent, with flax for the use
of Jand. The present producer prices for these three grains are in a1l cases less
favourable in revation to the price of 1inseed than they have been in recent years
and except for oats, are a1so less favourable compared to the wheat price. Rye has
been the 1east favoured by the increases in producer prices, hence it may be
expected that the area sown to this crop may be reduced rather considerably. As a
matter of interest, in pre-war years when Argentina was regularly export we11
above 10 milvion tons of grain per year, the area sown to rye was omly 1i:72
miliion hectares (3.7 mit1ion acres) compared with over 2 1/2 mil1ion (6.2 mil11ion
acres) in 1955-56. In recent years land has been sown to rye mainly for forage
purposes which formerly was sown to other grains primarily for harvest. The present
producer prices are expected to reverse that trend.
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gorn The first official estimate of the area sown to corn which was placed at
2,860,000 hectares (7,064,000 acres) has quickly been followed by the
second estinate, which is very s1ight1y higher at 2,870,000 (7, 089 000 acres).
This estimate is disappointing'y 1ow, being even be‘! ow Tast year's 3,000,500
hectares (7,414,000 acres) which, it was officially hoped, would be excesded at
least s1ightly in view of the higher producer prices which were announced late in
the season but before seeding was completed. In spite of the sma11 seedings and
unsatisfactorily dry, hot weather in December, there is much optimism both in trade
and official circles that production will be at 1east 2 mitvion tons (78.7 mivvion
bushels) larger than last year's very unsatisfactory 2.45 mitvion tons (9.5
miltion bushels). To achieve such an outturn yields on the late planted fields
which did not suffer from the dry spe1l, would have to be rather phenomenal.
Weather conditions during harvesting wil)l, of course, infiuence the amount of grain
that is actually picked and undoubtedly the recent very heavy rains were unwelcome
except in the very late planted fields. Present trade opinion varies widely but
the consensus of opinion is that Argentina will have at Yeast a milvion tons (39.4
million bushels) more corn to export than last year's very low 375,000 tons (14.8
mit1ion bushels), even allowing for some reserve.

Qilseeda The flaxseed crop which for 1955-56 has been estimated at the

phenomenally low figure of 231,000 tons (9,094,000 bushels) is in such
short supply that it has not yet been al? ocated to the mil1s. The stocks are being
selected for seed by the govermment as a large increase in seedings is expected
this year in response to the higher producer prices.

Seedings of sunflower and peanuts have obviously been influenced by
the higher producer prices as official estimates of seeded area place sunflower at
1.22 mi11ion hectares (3,013,000 acres) more than double the previous year and
peanuts at 197,200 hectares (472,000 acres) a new record. A1though much of the
sunfiower was sown 1ate and sections of it are suffering from rust, virus and
caterpiltars, production is expected to be far above 1axt year's 280,000 tons
(25,720,000 busheis). The condition of the peanut crop is considored to be good
and production is expected to exceed last year's 118,000 tons by a good margin. As
noted el1sewhere the marketing of these crops is being returned to the private trade.

Poricy  Argentina Applles for Membership in the I.W.A. Reversing a policy of

many years standing and reflecting the new outlook, objectives, and
policy of the Provisiona) Government, Argentina formally has stated its desire to
become a member of the new Internationa)’ Wheat Agreement presently being negotiated
in Geneva.

Release from State Control. A decree has just been pub)ished which
frees from state control the purchase from the farmers and the marketing
domestically and abroad of sunf)owerseed and peanuts of the 1955-56 crop and their
o118 and by-products. It is reliably reported by trade sources that the govermment
would also have restored the merchandising of this year's corn crop to private
hands but that the genera]l trade opinion was that they had insufficient time to
properly organize their estab)ishments especially in the interior. These actions
give positive proof, if any was needed, that the present government intends to make
good on its promise to get the state out of business and industry except where its
presence is required for the good of the country as a whole.
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Salas A flurry of Qats sales beginning on February 20 and continuing until the

present has been the outstanding feature of grains sales during the past
month, Sales of this grain totalled over 150,000 tons (9.7 mi1lion bushels) during
the period and prices rose on March 12 from $44.46 per ton (69 cents per bushel)
f.0.b, for payment in Italian, Austria, Czechos)ovakian and Dutch agreement dollars
to $45.19 per ton (70 cents per bushel) for payment in the same currencies. Earley
sales during March to date have amounted to an even 100,000 tomns (4,593,000 bushels)
mostly for Western German agreement dollars and pounds ster1ing at prices which
rose by one dollar a ton (2 cents per bushel) on March 12 to $55.00 ($71.20 per
bushe1) for payment in those currencies. Wheat sales since February 16 amounted to
about 75,000 tons (2,756,000 bushels) including 10,000 tons (367,000 bushels) of
Durum at $100.17 ($2,73 per bushel) for payment in pounds, I.N.G.E. has not been
in the market for wheat recently and is not expected to return for the present at
teast. During the last few days of February and on March 2, 28,000 toms (1,102,000
bushels) of Rya were sold for prices rising from $46.25 to $52.00 per ton ($1.17 to
$1.32 per bushel) a1] for payment in pounds. Millet sales during the past month
have also been noteworthy, totalling almost 12,000 tons to many destinations at a
basic price of $40.00 per ton for pounds stering and similar currencies. Over
23,000 tons of millet have now been sold since December 1 compared with total
exporte in 1955 of onmly 9,500 tons.

Shimments Grain shipments during February at about 350,000 tons were at the same

tevel as in January. Wheat exports at 252,000 tons (9,259,000 bushe)s)
were down =1ightly while those of rye, barley and particularly oats were up from
the previous month. Germany was the main destination with 9,000 tons (3,344,000
bushels) of wheat and a11 the barley shipments which totalled over 68,000 tons
(3,123,000 bushels). Other major wheat shipments went to the United Kingdom 70,000
(2,577,000 bushels); Holland 24,000 (894,000 bushets) and Czechostovakia and Italy
18,000 and 15,000 tons (668,000 and 539,000 bushels), respectively. Reduced
shipments to Brazi) suggest that Argentine exports to that country wil) be heavy
during the Jater months of the year and that some of this year's trade commitments
may even come from the 1956-57 crop. Italy, Belgium, United Kingdom and Hol1and
were the only consignees for barley and oats. Details of wheat shipments during
the first three months of the crop year and comparative totals for recent years are
given in the following table:

Argentine Wheat Exports, December, 1955—January, 1956 with Comparisons

Destination Wheat Destination Wheat
000 bu. '000 dbu,

Auﬂtri‘ caeavsesessss et 555 Ita’y @ eeseetsoresssrenoe 2’642
BQ'Igi\Il Cseeerrsssssss e 933 Notheﬂams Sseeses st 2’160
BRasil. . ooooppiasiiit s 4,687 NODERY .ococesoescscansaas 383
(o] 1y 0 A ot . iy % PaTAQUAY covececcccoccccas MM
Czechoslovakif ...eeaceeee 1,036 BREN oo o000 biailie samos o pssio 1,153
DERBARE' © s paieliimsss s hin & 621 Switzeriand ccceccsesecces 23
Finland TR R RIS AR Y Y 170 United Kingdﬂl Se 0 ersosree 5.;'3
GOTMANY oocccovccscecasncns 6,890 R Y L e 28,253
Sm periodz 1954-55 2 S 00000000 RO LIRNEONOINEIERNIORCENROIOIIOIOIOOSIOIEOSTOIEOOTDRE 32,375
1953"51.- 0 00 0 0000002000000 0Ce0NOE0000E0cIcceosassestotcssoce 25,566

1952-53 PP 0N 0P EFPEPEPNIBRNEGPIOCEVIPIOIOBIOIOEOIOOIOOIOSREOODOISOSOGIODRLRAOLOGSIBSLTOES 3,167

1951-52 0 0 C 0 S E P 05 00 0000000 00CEPIENOEsNROSIEEOIOCGOIOIEONROIEOSOIOSEOROIOBROIGEOIOGRODS 3,529

195&51 ER R I SRR R R R B R B R BT B B R R B R B B 22’425
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AUSTRALIAN SITUATION

Supply Position Total estimated supplies of wheat in Australia for the 1955-56

crop year amount to some 287.2 mil1ion bushels, consisting of
the December 1, 1955 carryover of 91.6 mil1ion bushels and the new crop placed at
195.6 mi11ion. Estimated supplies in 195/-55 were somewhat Jower at 260.2 mil7ion
bushels. After deducting an estimated 72.0 miv1ion bushels for domestic
requirements, some 215.2 mitiion remain available for export and for carryover
during 1955-56 as against 189.0 miv1ion in 1954=55.

Combined exports of wheat as grain and wheat fiour in terms of grain
equivalent up to February 25 of the Australian crop year amounted to 18.9 mitiion
bushels, representing a considerable decrease from the 27.1 mil1ion exported during
the corresponding period of the preceding crop year. The balance on February 26,
1956 for export and for carryover was estimated at 196.3 mil1ion bushels, about 21
per cent greater than the 161.9 miv1ion available at the same date a year ago.

Australian Wheat Supplies

Ttem 1954=55 1955~56 1/
= mi1lion bushels -

Carryover, including flour as wheat, at beginning of

crop yeu (Decollbor 1) @00 QRO ROPGEOOIINIEDIOEOIOIROLOESOIIAOGSE 9306 91.6
Nev crop [ E A RN EERENEIRENEENERE N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN ENEREREE ] 166.6 195.6
Tota) estimated supplies ...ccveececcrcoccescccsne 260.,2 287.2
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop yesr .... 7.2 72.0 2/
Available for export and for CATryover .cc.ccesceee 189.0 215.2
Deduct:
Exports of wheat as grain, Decembsr 1 to February 25. 17.4 12.8
Exports of whsat flour in terms of wheat,
D‘cent”rl to Febrm'y 25 [N NN R NE NIRRT NN RN I AN 9.7 601
Total exports of wheat and wheat fl1our s.ececececee 2%al 18.9
Balance on February 26 for export and for carryover ... 161.9 196.3

1/ Preliminary.
2/ Adjusted figure.

The following information retative to the Australian situation has
been extracted from a report from Mr. R. W. Blake, Commercial Secretary for Canada,
Melbourne, under date of March 9, 1956 and is reproduced with the permission of the
Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce. Currency conversions
have been made at the rate of £ equals $2.2445 (Canadian), the quotation in effect
on March 2, 1956,
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Wbeat Acreage The area sown to wheat for grain in Australia for harvest in the
and Yield 195556 season, amounting to an estimated 10,093,000 acres, was at

a 8s1ightly Yower level than in the three preceding years and about
27 per cent 1ess than the post~war maximum area of 13,880,000 acres sown in 1947-48.
Compared with 1954-55, the current estimate shows that Yess wheat was sown in a11
mainland States in 1955-56. With production placed at 195.6 miv1ion bushels, the
estimated average yield of 19.4 bushels per acre was the highest on record. The
previous record was set in 1952-53 with a yleld of 19,7 bushels. Yields for the
respective States are shown in the accompanying table.

Austraiian Wheat Production, 1955-56

State Mitv1ion bushels Yield per Acre
No" &uth w‘1_°' S S S0 0O OPGOEOEOSIBSESOETPTOEISBEROSBRS 57.0 20'9
Victoril P 0P G OGO OPETRTOOCON TSSO ESSESY L1.5 19.0
South Amtralh eeeecossosncecvsecsoncssosncacse 29-5 1800
Qmens’_and S0 &0 08 0088000 DO s eSO BESOESOEITBE 15.0 23.8
uesum Auﬂtr&li& e s B PG eR PSSO ROIOIEBLOIOTODTOCEES 5205 18.’_
Ta’mia mA.C.TQ S 8B &S8OSO LRI BOIEENEES 0’1 1‘.3

Amtrali‘ G 0000 0OO O ONLOSOESERPRELOEOLEILIIEOLDS 195.6 19.4
No Restriction The Minister for the new Department of Trade, in reply to a

on Wheat Acreage question put to him in the House stated that there was no valid

reason why Australia should reduce wheat production.
Australia's wheat acreage was much Jower than the pre-war average, being only about
10 mitiion acres in 1955-56 compared with over 15 mitiion acres in 1932-33,
Production per acre was much higher, and the cost of production was probably the
Jowest in the worid. Australian growers, he said, ought to be able to se1] their
wheat at a price at 1east equal to cost of production., The Minister said that
Australie was strongly opposed to the uneconomic production of highly subsidised
wheat at costs far above market levels.

The Farmers and Settlers Association General Council also reaffirmed
previous decisions by the F.S.A. and Australian Wheatgrowers Federation conferences
for no restrictions on wheat acreages. The F.S.A. Council announced that there was
no reason, however, why farmers should not be warned of the seriousness of piling
up wheat surpluses.

F.A.Q. Standard The South Australian wheat standard for the 1955-56 season
for South Australis has been fixed at 64 1bs. to the imperial bushel. This is
half a pound a bushel 71ighter than for the previous year.

Kbeat Sales A member of the Austrajian Wheat Board stated that Australia had
and Exports made very good sales of wheat during the tlatter part of February,
when more than 17 miliion bushels were sold. The sates included
about 5.5 mij1ion bushels to Germany, and 71.25 miilion bushels to the United
Kingdom. Figures published by the Department of Trade showed that Australia had
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sold more than half its quota of 44,958,000 bushels under the I.W.A. by January 6,
Sales to January 6 totalled 23,048,000 bushels, leaving a balance of 21,910,000
bushels.

Shipping Freights The general president of the Queensiand Grain Growers'
Association to1d members of the Counci) that the recent

increase of 7 1/2 per cent in overseas shipping freights for wheat, will cost

Australian wheat producers about £2.2 mitllion (approx. $4.9 mil1ion) a year.

Low Quality Flour The director of the Bread Research Institute of Australia

reported that the protein content of the current New South
Wales wheat crop f.a.q. sample is on'y 9.5 per cent, and a drop in flour quality is
14ikelyo

Pastoral Conditions Pastoral conditions in Australia generally continue to be

good, and production of mitk, beef, Tamb and mutton are at
high 1evels., Severe floods have occurred in Queensiand and parts of New South
Wales, but rain wil? be needed in other areas before long.

Other Grains Barey.- Western Australian barley production this season has been

estimated at 5.8 mi11ion bushels from 379,000 acres, as against 2.8
miv1ion bushels from 259,688 acres 1ast season. For the first time, West
Australian two-row majting barjey production has exceeded jocal demand, and grain
from the current harvest may be exported overseas in addition to the six-row stock
feed type.

Rice.- Rice growing experiments in the Northern Territory have
produced an excellent strike and rice sown on November 20, 1955 is now over 6
inches high. Further sections of the projected 300 acres for this season are being
planted according to variety and expected time of maturity. Rice crops in the
Griffiths irrigation district of New South Wales are growing vigorousiy, and the
overall prospects are good, but yields are not expected to reach the high peak
attained 1ast season.

Exports of Australian Wheat and Wheat Fiour in Terms of Wheat, December 1 to
February 25, 1955-56 and Corresponding Period 1954-55

Wheat Wheat Flour
U on 1954-55 1955-56 1954-55 1955-56
- thousand busheis -
Aden and Aden I/T eceeceeecoces | 4 400 17
HOBREO0! 5o eleie o/esislsincssadassssaes - - 2 -
British North Borneo ceeesvecee - - 43 34
British Soma1i1and cecceececces o2 = - 7
British West Indies ..cccoecee 2 - 16 X
Br\mei @eeeececcccsstos st e - - 7 4
TR 515 ¢ oo Ele[arete SleleVale 4178 « & o - 20 197 16
Cey"Dn seeesevecsvescsvecsnvaen 8 — 2’332 1’238
BRROS TE1e0AS «ccccecccrceccoans - - - (W4
cypruﬂ e®ssccscscsccccsvecconnae b d - l/
Dutch New Guinea ...cecceccvece - - 10 14

Egypt 00000 evscesstossssvsose - = -~ 3
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Exports of Austrajian Wheat and Wheat Flour in Terms of Wheat, December 1 to
February 25, 1955-56 and Corresponding Period 1954-55 (continued)

Destination

Wheat

195455 1955~56

Wheat F1our

1954-55 1955=56

Egypt (a8/c War Office) .ecevee
REIREIIS, sravol sWorts) o B! oYa oTe PeleraPhy s e ol ats ave
French Somalitand ...ccevscees
GOIMANY ssasceccsscoscscsscoss
}hdmmut L B B B B BE B B BE B BE BE N B A BRI
Hong Kong ‘s eeesse sveesssscaocss
Hong Kong (General) ...eoecvese
Hong Kong (afc War Office) ...
India 20 06 908000 IT RSN ee e
Indonesia ..ccececccscnsscccen
Imq essescseesstresanssectocu s
I“U LU B BN N K BE BRI B BN Y B BN BRI AR O N )
Jﬂm eeeseceevssecsantsenteene
Kure (a/c War Office) tecocscce
Lebanon e9esvseesctssnsstscanne
Libya Sesvevesescessstssssesen
Malaya seevevessssses et
Malaya (General) «...eceeceeee
Malaya (a/c War Office) «ecc..
Ma’ta SeeesePetstr ettt
kwitim L IR B B B B B R N B
New Zealand cceeccecccccsccsnnse
Nya’a’&nd P I N N S RN A I A )
Pacific IalandS s seoesiace oo ses
Pa.‘estinﬂ esevs 000 essnas e e
ROBSHaNBERYT 20 cceee dssios s sses
Philippine ISlanda secsesenene
P°1and evsscceserccrssressesane
Polldichem ® * 0 08 S et ENeee N
Port Said (a/c S/S) ecececcoces
Portuguese East Africa .......
Portuguese India (Goa) .v.e...
RhOdOSia eeesseecssscsectss s e
Romnia sececcsstocsssccsssece
sar‘“ak escsesstsessssstessssns
Sandd AATabia . i srere eie.o afalo ols olerels
Seychelles Is'ands cccecvcsses
S‘.ﬂm LR I B IR O B B B B )
Syria See0ssecssssssesners s
LA ORI e ate ‘alsib! slake olsivieie ol v oxore s
Thaddand (BEAR) o ooeecasocese
Tnor L I O B N R I R B BB BB R N
Unimd Kingdom ®P SaPPON S O 00
chln eeeresesRscnssenssesrE S
Yuos’avi‘ 2005820800000t ssanN
Zansibar .cesecccscssccssoscce

~ thousand bushels -~

670 =
806 863

14 147

6,632
- 728

106 3,653

359 T

183 - 4

28 193
2,027 2,0m

G 6
39 Lk
- 1,047

137 =
1,025 11

» b i
- 338

o 5

2 n
5 =

1,479 2,M4

268 -
32 e

2,209 1,183

N
I

243 56

163 132
6
651 285

75 -
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Exports of Australian Wheat and Wheat Flour in Terms of Wheat, December 1 to
February 25, 1955-56 and Corresponding Period 1954~55 (concluded)

Wheat Wheat F1our
Sisfiinadion 1954-55 1955-56 1954-55 1955-56
= thousand bushes -
Royal Navy ceececcecccccecsane - - 5 6
Ships' Stores ceccecescccccocs - - 30 37
DREME oosachlonssccssess 17,429 12,829 9,700 6,100

1/ 1ess than 500 bushels.

FRENCH SITUATION

The following account of the current crop situation in France has
been extracted from a report provided by Miss V. F. Wightman, Commercial Secretariat,
Canadian Embassy, Paris, under date of March 16, 1956, and is reporduced with the
permission of the Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce.
Where possible, conversions from French to Canadian measures have been made and
rounded for the convenience of our readers. Currency conversions have been made at
the rate of one franc equals .00286 Canadian dolvars, the rate in effect on
MﬂrCh 2, 19560

Time has now permitted an appraisal of the damage to grain fieirds
resulting from the severe February frosts. Apart from the sharp drop in temperature
of around 25 degrees in Yess than 48 hours, frosts were prolonged throughout
February, with 24 days of frost at Caen in Normandy, (-5 to -16 deg.C); 28 days of
frost at Nancy in the Lorraine (-5 to =22 deg.C) and 25 days of frost at Montpellier
in the South (fal1ing as Jow as =17 deg.C).

Obviously such severe and prolonged frosts would cause considerable
havoc to Winter grains, as is confirmed in the following statement from the Ministry
of Agriculture:

"Wheat - The percentage of destruction ranges from 25 per cent in the
South to 70 per cent in the North., Of the 4.4 mivvion hectares (10.9 mit1ion acres)
seeded to wheat on February 1, it would appear that near'y 2 milvion hectares
(4.9 mi1vion acres) have been destroyed. Furthermore, an additional 7.5 mitiion
hectares (3.7 mi1vion acres) were more or less affected. Fields seeded after
November 1 suffered the most damage.

Considering the extent of winter-kiv1ing, there is no question of
re~seeding the full acreage lost, particularly as stocks of seed are low and as the
season is already well advanced. In addition, farmers hesitate to sow Spring wheat
which often produces unsatisfactory yields. Many of these fields will therefore be
sown to barley, oats and forage crops.

Other Grainsg - Barley fields have similarly suffered from the
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February frosts; over 200,000 hectares (494,000 acres) are presumed destroyed out of
the 400,000 hectares (988,000 acres) seeded in the Fall. Spring sowings will be a
great deal higher than customary.

Destruction of oats fields ranges from 50 per cent in the South to 95
per cent in the North. In the West 55 per cent of the seeded acreage was lost., For
the country as a whole, it would appear that 315,000 hectares (778,000 acres) were
destroyed out of a total of 550,000 hectares (1,358,000 acres) of Fall oatas.

Little damage is reported to fields of rye."

Subsidy on As part of the measures designed to assist farmers whose fields have
dbeat Sead been destroyed by frost, the French government has announced a subsidy

of 1,200 francs per quintal (93 cents per bushel) on either domestic
or imported seed wheat. In addition, prices for all seed grain have been frozen at
the level of January 15, to be applied to the end of the 1955-56 crop year (at
August 1, 1956).

Marketing Quota The Secretary for Agriculture has announced the withdrawal for
Nithdrawn on small deliveries of the marketing quota established last Fall
Small Deliveries whereby 8 per cent of deliveries would receive an initial

payment and the rest of the price would be determined by that
received on export sales., This withdrawal applies to all deliveries under 200
quintals (735 bushels) and is designed to aid the small-scale farmer who represents
860,000 out of the total of 935,000 delivering wheat to the Board.

Position of Wheat The French Wheat Producers Association has announced its
Producars Association position with regard to the losses suffered by its members.

They have asked that the price for the next crop be
established as soon as possible to encourage Spring sowings. Furthermore, in
setting the price in accordance with the Wheat Plan, they ask that (1) the
government suppress the productivity index of 3 per cent which would normally lower
the price in accordance with increasing yields; (2) the use of the 6 per cent price
adjustment at the disposal of the government in accordance with the size of the crop
in order to raise the price for the new season; and (3) the suppression of the
marketing quota whereby a small percentage of the crop would be paid at the export
price.

Imports of As soon as it became evident that damage to wheat fields was extensive
Saad Wheat and that stocks of seed would not be adequate, the French Grain Board
authorized the immediate import of seed from whersver suitable
varieties could be found. Imports have totalled around 135,000 tons (4,960,000
bushels) of which 40,000 tons (1,470,000 bushels) were the Florence Aurore variety
from North Africa for seeding in Southern France; 60,000 tons (2,205,000 bushels) of
European Spring varieties from Sweden, United Kingdom, Denmark and Netherlands for
seeding in the North; and 35,000 tons (1,286,000 bushels) of Manitoba (mainly No. 2).

As indicated in the Ministry's statement above, only a portion of the
frost-killed fields will be resown to wheat, and it is not considered likely that
the area resown would exceed 500,000 hectarss (1,235,000 acres). As French farmers
average around 2 quintals per hectare in seeding (around 2.5 bushels per acre), seed
requirements for the current season would appear to amount to around 100,000 metric



e .

tons (3,674,000 bushels). Stocks of French Spring varieties in the country are
believed to run around 30,000 tons (1,102,000 bushels) to be added to the above
imports. Under the circumstances it would not appear necessary to use all the
Manitoba wheat for sowing although 1t.1s understood at present that demand for seed
is outrunning supply in certain areas. It is probable that part of the Manitoba
wheat will be milled and exported as flour. This would enable mills to meet their
commitments and retain their customers, and this policy may be followed with regard
to flour exports during the rest of the crop year.

French Supplies of Soft Wheat

Item 1955-56 1/
= million bushels -
CommancAal™ CARBYOVer: ) AMGMBL 1 | cecaelsscnscssosolosenseaslonsadss 5157
Anticipated Deliveries to Grain BoATd seesecesscesccsccccesce 205 L
Tot‘]— Cmrci&l smplies G0 0 B OB PO NNNLLNLNGCECQINOINPOSTEBTQTePRES 327‘3
Less domestic requirements fOr Crop YFeAr c.ccceececcccccecoas 183.7
Available for export and CATIYOVer ..cccccecccccccocaces 143.6
Deduct exports of wheat and flour in wheat equivalent
Augu’t—Janm @O DB O NP O NOEP AP P OOPOOPIPROEGOEPIPIOISTIONOEIOEBTROERBTIOES SLOBy
Balance February 1 for export and CArryover ..ceececeeccecces gs8.8

1/ Preliminary. 2/ Official estimate of Central Council of the Grain Board.

3/ Comprising 49.9 million bushels for Foreign countries and 4.9 million bushels for
French Union - including exports of flour in wheat equivalent of 9.4 million
bushels.

Erincipal Markets The following countries have been the chief markets for French
vheat and flour during the 1955-56 crop year to date.

Principal Markets for Wheat and Flour, August 1, 1955—~January 31, 1956

Countries Wheat and Flour Countries Wheat and Flour
- thousand bushels - - thousand bushels -
ceylon L B IR R Y ) 1’032 Nomy L B BN B K BN BN B Y N ) 8%
Demrk *e 20000 2’317 Pol.-m S e et e as e 7,691
Gomm 00 PPN et 9,414 S“den eSSt ed e e e 1’376
Lebanon eeeecescee 862 Switserland ...... 2,488

Netherlands ...... 4,552 United Kingdom ... 13,126
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Monthly Wheat and Flour Exports, August 1——January 31, 1955-56
and the Corresponding Period in 1954-55

Foreign Countries French Union Total
MAID 1954-55 1955=56  1954-55 1955-56 1954=55 1955-56
~ thousand bushels -
Avgust cocececccocccse 2,478 G T 1,078 610 3,249 5,887
September ceececccecas 3,108 3,104 1,066 667 4,174 A ST,
CEHOBOEY o+ $5laes 000 le 4,882 UNEO iLill52 88/, 6,034 8,635
November .......ceceee 5,163 9,281 978 588 6,142 9,869
December ccccccccccece 8,095 8,409 921 1,209 9,016 9,618
JAIMEY o0socemececscs  LSLIOE 16,086 739 943 15,933 17,029

TOt‘lS eeocseecss e 38’613 49’907 5’934 L’%z M’547 54,&9

Market Position As the extent of frost damage becams known, exports of wheat were

suspended, except for the commercial agreement with Germany for
half a million tons (18,372,000 bushels) this season. Export sales at that point
had totalled 1.9 million tons (69.8 million bushels) out of the anticipated 2.3
million (84.5 million bushels). The Central Council of the Grain Board has now
recommended the resumption of flour exports in order to retain their markets, and
which will probably continue on the basis of imported flour. The Council estimates
that the carryover at the end of the crop year at July 31 will be around 800,000
metric tons (29,395,000 bushels) which represents about two months' domestic
consumption.

Barley The barley import quota has now been raised to 80,000 tons (3,674,000

bushels), of which 45,000 (2,067,000 bushels) is brewers barley and 35,000
tons (1,608,000 bushels), for feed, for delivery by May 15. The Secretary for
Agriculture has stated that the sypport price for barley of the 1956 crop will be
set at 2,500 francs per quintal ($1.56 per bushel).

In view of the much larger barley crop which will be grown on the
destroyed wheat fields, the Central Council of the Grain Board asks that the barley
market be organized similar to that of wheat at a price 72 to 75 per cent of wheat;
this would make the French Grain Board the sole marketing agency. Since present
legislation for coarse grains provides only a support price operative at the end of
the season, such a change would have to go through the National Assembly.

Corn Farmers' deliveries to the Board from October 1 to February 1 have reached a

record 120,000 tons (4,724,000 bushels), while imports during the same period
totalled 123,000 tons (4,842,000 bushels). It is understood that another 100,000
tons (3,937,000 bushels) will be brought in to cover requirements during the rest of
the crop year. Imports of 8,000 tons (315,000 bushels) of rye are reported.
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CALENDAR OF WHEAT EVENTS

The Bureau of the Census, United States Department of Commerce, estimated
wheat flour production in the United States in January, 1956 at
19,490,000 sacks, an average of 928,000 sacks per working day, compared
with working-day averages of 920,000 sacks during the previous month and
912,000 sacks in January, 1955.

According to a report issued by the Crop Reporting Board of the United
States Department of Agriculture, prospective seedings of all apring wheat
for 1956 are expected to total 14.6 million acres, 5 per cent more than in
1955 but still the third smallest acreage on record. A total of 59.8
million acres of all wheat is indicated by combining the intended seeded

-acreage of spring wheat with the seeded acreage of winter wheat as

estimated last December.

According to a report issued by the Foreign Agricultural Service, United
States Department of Agriculture, the world rice harvest (excluding
Communist China, North Korea and the Soviet Union) for the 1955-56
(August—July) crop year is estimated at 275,000 million pounds of rough
rice as compared with 262,400 million pounds in 1954-55. This crop is
only slightly below the record of 276,300 million pounds produced in
1953-54.

A report from the Canadian Commercial Counsellor, Montevideo, Uruguay,
indicates that the final yleld report, issued by the Ministry of Cattle
and Agriculture covering 1954-55 crops, places wheat production in that
country at 854,000 tons (about 31.4 million bushels) compared with 819,000
tons (30.1 million bushels) in 1953-54.

On the basis of farmers' intentions at March 1, the acreage to be seeded
to spring wheat in Canada in 1956 is estimated at 20.2 million acres. The
combined acreage of spring and winter wheat, at 20.8 million acres, will,
if realized, be the smallest since 1943 and about 19 per cent below the
five-year (1950~54) average of 25.7 million.

The United States Department of Agriculture announced a program to increase
the 1956 production of Durum wheat.

The navigation season opened at the port of Montreal with the docking of
the British freighter, the Manchester Regiment.

According to Broomhall:

The weather in the United Kingdom is favorable for planting of spring
grains but warmth and rains would be beneficial for germination. It
is expected that spring plantings will make up most of the winter
damaged acreage.

Weather conditions in Italy are mainly favorable for development of
grain crops. Winter losses were comparatively small,

Additional rains during the past week in Spain and Portugal have been
beneficial for winter grains and germination of spring plantings.
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