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WORLD WHEAT SITUATION

Current Supplies Latest available estimates indicate that supplies of wheat

remaining on or about April 1, 1956 in the four major exporting
countries for export and for carryover at the end of their respective crop years
amounted to 2,091.3 million bushels, about 6 per cent more than the 1,982.2 million
available a year ago. Supplies at April 1, 1956 (in millions of bushels) were held
as follows, with last year's figures in brackets: United States, 1,144.5 (1,087.0);
Canada, 676.2 (578.8); Australia, 183.4 (152.8); and Argentina, 87.2 (163.6).
Estimates for both years include on-farm stocks as well as those in commercial
positions.

Exports Total exports of wheat and flowr in terms of wheat from the four major
exporting countries for the first eight months (August—larch) of the
current Canadian crop year, at 479.2 million bushels, are 7 per cent lower than the
515.,8 million exported during the corresponding period of 1954-55. Shipments from
each of the four countries during the period August, 1955-=larch, 1956 and for the
comparable period of the five preceding crop years are shown in the table below,

Exports of theat and Flour in Terms of Wheat, August-=}larch
with Comparisons

August—Y¥arch gﬁ::ﬁ Canada  Argentina Australia  Total
- million bushels -
1950"51 S0 00 e s eensevscnee 19803 ]3509 Sl}oh 80.3 l}68.9
1951-52 R R R R R 3330[0 200.1 809 62.8 620.2
1952-53 I R I A S Ay 233.0 22#.7 6.0 56.7 520.1{.
1953-51+ R NN I N A A ) 12507 17009 7800 1}002 ll-uh8
19516-55 y Peecessscssssnee 18801 17207 92.2 62.8 515.8
1955-56 2/ eeecseccessssenas 18008 15706 8005 6003 107902
New Draft The United Nations ./heat Conference, which held its final plenary

Wheat Agreement meeting April 25, agreed to open for signature a new International
Wheat Agreement to come into force on August 1, 1956. The new

Agreement provides for a price range of $1.50 at minimum and $2,00 at maximum for

No. 1 Manitoba Northern Wheat in bulk in store Fort William-Port Arthur and for a

duration of three years. The total guaranteed quantities inscribed in the Agreement

by six exporting countries and 44 importing countries is 8,24/,000 metric tons

(302,915,145 bushels).

Guaranteed sales under the new agreement are:

~ bushels -
Argentina (new member) ..... 14,697,481,
SRR et T GO i o 8 30,257,380
T P | e m e 102,896,902
BMREE ..cocovcoocsmsmmnsye 16,534,669
Sweden (new member) se.ee.c.. 6,430,149
United States seccsvvceccces 132,098,561

302,915,145

Details as to the current position of sales and purchases under the
1953-54=1955-56 Agreement will be found on the following page.
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International Wheat Agreement Sales and Purchases for Crop Year 1955-56

Importing Guarant eed SOURCE Total  Remainder
s SUESISISE | Canada 1/ Australia 2/ France 2/ U,S.A. 2/ & A - =7
- thousand bushels -

Anstritan TNtk Rl N, 9’186 1,008 - - - 1,008 8,178
Belgim R R SR Y ) 8,883 7,22. 1& — 1‘,183 ll,hoe 12’475
Bolivia @ecssccevrvenee L,OI;Z - == > 3,996 3’996 bé
JEke s LT S 13,228 - - - 216 216 13,012
CEWlonY & o 5o s cthee 6% o o 10,288 - 7,259 363 - 7,622 2,666
Gosta Rica™ e aeese s o 1,286 423 - = 578 1,001 285
Cuba seeessescceceses 7,422 755 = = 4,910 5,665 1,757
Dermrk PRss000sce v e 1’837 -~ I = 6]_1 61_1 1,226
Dominican Republic .. 1,102 389 - = 412 801 301
Ecuador eevssrssresse 2,388 960 - - lh? 1,107 1,281
EZYPb « s 14,697 4 - L 6,746 6,746 7,951
El Salvador ... 735 153 - - 478 631 104
Germa.ny see 55,]—16 17,1&78 7’577 = 16,7l<h3 lll,798 13,318
Greece ..... 12,860 3 - e 8,552 8,552 4,308
Guatemala IR R RN RENRY] 1,286 ]J‘l - - h67 608 678
Haiti sescesssscscane 1,3}7 1‘05 - i 13022 1,1"27 hlo
Honduras Republic ... 735 26 - - 285 311 L2
Iceland sSeceresacssscas l&% h i p 25 29 375
IAIBY o o0 sfure « =iaf8 oo [siea 36,744 < 5,899 = LyTTh 10,673 26,071
Indonesia A/ sececsnce 6,%6 - 6,251 = 1% 6,357 -
Ireland .oeeesecee.. = Sqe105 3,038 1,019 T - 4,057 6,048
T TS J 8,267 721, - - 3,146 3,870 4,397
Italy Ceo0eserresnsee 3,6714 - " - 2,60‘} 2,60“. 1,070
Jap&n Geteverncnsacae 36,7141& 15’797 6’756 - 12,996 35,51&9 1,195
JOordan ceccecssecsces 2,9[}0 = - Y 3 <) 2’937
Korea ®evccesvesanens 1’1&70 = = F = . 1,1570
Lebanon Seesvssenccne 2,756 = — . 758 758 1,998
Liberi& R R R R R Y 73 7 — - 25 32 l‘l
MeCHRO) MHiele ofslaisa Borais o & M,697 = = | 3,977 3,977 10’720
Ne’therlan.ds severcens 211},802 1,6% 95 —5 8,101"‘ 9,805 11‘)997
New Zealand sseerecns 5;879 = 5,859 - T 5,859 20
Nic&raguay seseccseve 367 131 - (o 229 360 =
NI crefelerel s oie¥ersre s o 8,451 3,480 - - 2,611 6,091 2,360
PANAMA sesecesvssoass 845 195 = = S5 570 275
POTU ceccccrooncocene 7,3"9 - = ks 1‘3 l’3 7,3%
Philippines 4/ oee.ss > 8,672 4,968 205 - 3,635 8,808 =
Ponugal ePeres s 7,3149 328 620 = 2)896 3,81‘1" 3’505
Saudi Arabia eevsevase [4,&09 = = = 653 653 3,756
Shalln 5. WA .« de'5s . | 9,186 - b 4 1,728 1,728 7,458
Switzerland ....... » 7,900 4,663 E & g L, 663 3,237
Union of S. Africa .. 13,228 5,040 - - 1,045 6,085 75143
WVABHEATUCHEY | oare viese ¢ oot = = < 32a 32 230
Venezuela seeesesesse 6,247 2,601 - - 3590 6,117 130
Yugoslavi& eessscense 3,67“ = a - 3,512 3,512 162

Totals secoeve.e 394,957 TL,541 41,544 363 106,428 219,876
Guaranteed Quantities
(Exporting Countries) 153,077 45,013 344 196,523 394,957

ENERICE™ s % o 5 s oo 81,536 3,469 19) 90,095 175,081

1/ Canadian sales through April 24, 1956.

2/ Sales recorded by International Wheat Council through April 20, 1956.

3/ The quantities are the unfulfilled balances of the total guaranteed quantities for the year,
L/ Quota filled.
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CANADIAN SITUATION

Final Payment on 1954-55 Pool; On May 3, in reply to a question in the House
Policy re Delivery Quotas; of Commons, The Right Hon. C. D, Howe,

Initial Prices for 1956-57 Crop Year. Minister of Trade and Commerce made the
following statement. 'Mr, Speaker, having

received notice of the question I have been able to get certain information and can
make a statement to the house concerning three aspects of the western grain marketing
situation: one, the final payment on the 1954-55 wheat pool account; two, the policy
of the wheat board with respect to delivery quotas during the remainder of the present
crop year; three, initial prices for wheat, oats and barley during the crop year which
begins August 1 next.

Dealing first with the final payment covering the 1954-55 pool account
wheat, I am pleased to be able to advise the house that the Canadian wheat board
propose making a cut-off as at May 4, tomorrow, and are recommending to the government
a transfer of the unsold stocks, approximately 50 million bushels in amount to the
1955-56 pool account as at that date. This action will enable the board to close out
the 1954-55 pool account,

Total receipts of wheat from producers in this pool amounted to
318,439,061 bushels plus 615,839 bushels purchased from other than producers and
164,055,511 bushels transferred from 1953-54 pool account, a total of 483,110,411
bushels,

As soon as the board's accounts have been completed, I shall be in a
position to announce to the house the exact amount of the final payment and the rate
per bushel for each grade of grain delivered to the pool, I expect to be in a
position to make this announcement about the middle of this month. According to
present plans, the wheat board will begin issuing cheques to producers on or about
May 22 or 23 and will have completed this final payment about the end of this month
of my.

I turn now to policy with respect to delivery quotas at country points.
A very heavy movement of wheat and other grain into and out of country elevators is
now under way. Deliveries by farmers will increase as road conditions improve and
will continue at a high level during the balance of the current crop year. The
movement of grain to seaboard is also very heavy, Our export clearances are now
reflecting heavy sales commitments entered into in recent months, about which I have
previously informed the house, I am not yet in a position to put a firm estimate on
export clearances for the whole of the crop year but I can assure hon. members that
wheat and flour export clearances will substantially exceed last year's figure of
about 252 million bushels,

As a result of this heavy outward movement, the wheat board has been
able to increase its grain delivery quotas very substantially in recent weeks., As at
May 1 only 14 stations remained on a quota of 1 bushel per specified acre., A 2-
bushel quota is in effect at 478 stations. Some 572 stations have a 3-bushel quota,
602 stations a 4-bushel quota and 400 stations a 5-bushel quota. In addition to these
basic quotas, supplementary quotas are in effect covering delivery of malting barley,
high grade oats, rye and various classes of seed grain, Since the beginning of the
season an open quota has been in effect covering the delivery of Durum wheat and
flaxseed,
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Total grain deliveries since August 1 are now about 300 million
bushels and the Canadian wheat board expects that space will be provided at country
elevators to enable total farm deliveries of about 500 million bushels during the
crop year. It is expected that wheat deliveries for the whole of the present crop
year will exceed 1954-55 but that deliveries of oats and barley will fall somewhat
short of last year's figure.

I have been advised by the board that although they expect that they
will be in a position to accept delivery from producers of as much grain as in
1954-55, it may not be possible for them to arrange to equalize deliveries by
individual farmers to the extent that this was arranged for during the past two crop
years, Hon, members may remember that during last crop year the board endeavoured to
provide delivery opportunities to enable all producers to deliver a minimum quota of
eight-bushels per specified acre. This looked like a feasible target, However,
estimates of potential deliveries at many delivery stations proved to be wide of the
mark, and it was not possible for the board to accept all the eight-bushel deliveries
prior to July 31. It therefore became necessary for the board to issue special
1955-56 quota delivery permits to enable producers who had not delivered their
eight-bushel quota prior to July 31 to complete these deliveries along with new quota
deliveries during the current season,

It is always the aim of the board to equalize delivery opportunities
in so far as this is possible. The board has advised me, however, that last year the
attempt to reach a uniform target did have an adverse effect upon the marketing of
Canadian grain in export markets. Much of the grain delivered last fall against the
previous year's quota and moved to terminal positions was made up of varieties and
grades not needed for immediate marketing requirements. This grain added to the
congestion in storage facilities and utilized scarce transportation, thus creating
difficulties for the board in moving to seaboard position for immediate clearance
those varieties and grades of new crop grain for which there was an immediate and
urgent demand.

In the light of this experience the Canadian wheat board have advised
me, that if they are to meet market requirements and their forward sales commitments,
it may not be possible to attain a uniform quota at all delivery stations during the
present crop year.

The primary objective of the board will be to bring forward grain to
cover sales commnitments or for which there appears to be a ready demand. The board
will however, working with the transport controller, the elevator companies and the
railways, continue to endeavour to achieve as high a degree of equality of delivery
opportunity as is possible without interfering with the sales objective. The board
will increase delivery quotas at individual stations as space is created, but will
restrict shipments of grain from higher quota stations to the movement of grain
required to meet commitments. In order to avoid the serious situation that arose
last year, the wheat board has decided that all quotas in effect as at July 31, 1956,
will expire as at that date and deliveries after August 1 will apply against the
1956-57 crop year quotas whic¢h will be made effective on August 1.

Althouzh this wheat quota policy may result in some producers in
western Canada, at the end of the current crop year, having delivered more grain per
specified acre than others, there should be general agreement that at a time of
intense international competition, the Canadian wheat board must have freedom to give
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preference to deliveries of the varieties and grades of grain for which there is an
immediate demand and that the board cannot afford to pass up -market opportunities in
an endeavour to equalize farm deliveries between producers,

At this time, I also wish to announce to the house that the govermment
has approved initial prices to be paid by the Canadian wheat board on the basic grades
of wheat, oats and barley for the crop year beginning Auzust 1, 1956, at the same
level as during the present crop year. These initial prices are as follows:

Wheat—$1.40 per bushel basis No., 1 Manitoba Northern in store Fort
William~Port Arthur or Vancouver.,

Oats—b65 cents per bushel No., 2 Canada Western in store Fort Willjiam-
Port Arthur.

Barley—96 cents per bushel basis No, 3 Canada Western six-row in
store Fort William-Port Arthur,"

Supply Position Supplies of wheat in Canada for the 1955-56 crop year amount to

some 993.8 million bushels, consisting of the August 1 carryover
of 499.,7 million and the 1955 crop placed at 494.1 million. Total supplies in the
preceding year were slightly lower, at an estimated 910,6 million bushels. After
deducting anticipated domestic requirements of 160.0 million bushels, some 833.8
million are available for export and for carryover during 1955-56 compared with 751.5
million in 1954=-55,

Combined exports of wheat as grain and wheat flour in terms of grain,
equivalent during the first eight momths (August—=March) of the current crop year
amounted to 157.,6 million bushels, about 9 per cent lower than the 172,7 million
exported in the corresponding period of the preceding year. The balance of 676.2
million bushels remaining on April 1 this year for export and for carryover exceeded
by 17 per cent the 578.8 million on hand at the same date a year ago.

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces up to April 18
of the current crop year amounted to 157.7 million bushels, representing a decrease
of about 6 per cent from the 167.,5 million marketed during the same period of 1954-55.
Due largely to poor road conditions wheat deliveries continued to fall behind outward
shipments., During the five weeks preceding April 18, marketings of wheat totalled
some 23,2 million bushels while exports (overseas clearances plus imports into the
United States) and domestic use accounted for a disappearance of approximately 37.3
million bushels. Consequently the visible supply of Canadian wheat, although subject
to minor fluctuations, declined from 344.1 million bushels at March 14 to a level of
329.9 million at April 18. Visible supplies at approximately the same date last year
totalled 331.2 million bushels and 350.1 million two years ago.

Some 192.5 million bushels or 58 per cent of the current visible
supply of wheat at April 18 were held in country elevators, compared with 196.5
million (59 per cent of total) and 192.5 million (55 per cent) in this position at
approximately the same date in 1955 and 1954, respectively. Reflecting the heavy
movement of wheat out of Lakehead terminals since the opening of navigation, April 18
stocks of 37.4 million bushels at Fort William-Port Arthur were down sharply from a
month ago and below both the comparable 1955 and 1954 totals of 41.8 million and 54.2
million, respectively., In addition, some 10.2 million bushels are shown "in transit
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lake'" as against 3.8 million a year ago and 0,7 million two years ago. The 27.8
million bushels in Bay, Lake and Upper St. Lawrence Ports were well above the 1955
figure of 16.3 million but down somewhat from the 32,8 million in 1954 with overseas
clearances proceeding a brisk rate, supplies in Lower St. Lawrence and Maritime Ports
at 12,5 million bushels were also down from the mid-March total and considerably below
the 1955 and 1954 levels (at approximately April 18) of 19,0 million and 19.6 million
bushels, respectively. Supplies in West Coast ports, (Vancouver-New Westminster,
Vietoria, Prince Rupert) at 11.8 million bushels were slightly abave the 10.3 million
last year and 10,6 million in 1954,

Canadian Wheat Supplies

Item 1954=55 1/ 1955-56 2/
- million bushels -

Carryover in North America at beginning of crop year

(A%ust l) ..‘.'....‘......‘..."......_...‘......... 601.7 h99.7
New Crop S 9SG 000 88 2P P BT VO TSP IO T E PP ETS RIS IOI S Ee 308.9 h9h.l
Igeirts Of wheat ) ANgUSL-FEbPUALY coossecrsssisncscrochesi O S
Tota]- eStmted Supplies @O PS8 EPOR OO ant oo 910.6 9%.8
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year seece.. 159.1 160,0
Available for export and fOr CArryover .eececccsccscee 3PS, 833.8
Deduct:
Overseas clearances of wheat as grain, August-March ... 143.4 129.,2
Exports of Canadian wheat to U.S., August-March ....... 2.3 3.2
Totﬂ e@or‘ts-of wheat L B BB B B A IR B B B B B B AL BN R A ] ]A5.8 1\3231}
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat, August-March .. 27.0 4/ 25.3 5/
Total exports of wheat and wheat floUr sececccoceces 2R 157.6
Balance on April 1 for export and for CarrTyover cececeesss 578.8 676.2

1/ Subject to revision.

2/ Preliminary,

3/ Less than 50,000 bushels,

L/ Adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns made by Customs, Conversion
rate: 4.5 bushels per barrel of 196 pounds.

5/ Conversion rate: 2.3 bushels per cwt.

March Exports Total exports of Canadian wheat and wheat flour in terms of grain
of Wheat and equivalent during March this year amounted to some 20,9 million
Flour Total 20,9 bushels, virtually unchanged from the February, 1956 level of

Million Bushels 21,0 million, but 2 per cent above the March,1955 total of 20,5
million and 13 per cent greater than the ten-year (1945-1954)
March average of 18,6 million bushels, Exports of wheat as grain during March, 1956
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totalled 17.8 million bushels compared with 17.5 million during February and 16,9
million during March, 1955. On the basis of preliminary Customs returns, the
equivalent of 3.2 million bushels of wheat was exported in the form of flour during
March this year., This total is slightly below both the February figure of 3,4
million and the adjusted }arch, 1955 total of 3.6 million bushels,

Cumulative exports of wheat as grain during the first eight months of
the current crop year amounted to 132.4 million bushels, about 9 per cent below the
145.8 million exported during the August—larch period of 1954-55. The United
Kingdom, Canada's leading purchaser of wheat as grain has received shipments
totalling some 58,3 million bushels, represemting 44 per cent of this year's total
export movement, Other major markets for Canadian wheat as grain during the period,
with quantities in millions of bushels, were as follows: Federal Republic of
Germany, 15.9; Japan, 15.8; Belgium, 8,2; Poland, 7.6; Netherlands, 3.9; Switzerland,
3.3; Italy, 3.2; United States, 3.2; Union of South Africa, 2.5; Norway, 2.3;
Austria, 2,2; and Ireland, 1.8.

Exports of wheat flour from August 1 to March 31 of the current crop
year, according to preliminary Customs returns, amounted to the equivalent of some
25.3 million bushels of wheat, This total is 6 per cent below. the adjusted figure of
27.0 million bushels exported during the corresponding period of 1954-55. The United
Kingdom was also the principal market for Canadian wheat flour, accounting for some
7.5 million bushels of wheat equivalent, or 30 per cent of the eizht month total.
Cther substantial shipments of Canadian wheat flowr during the period, with quantities
in millions of bushels of wheat equivalent went to the following: Philippine Islands,
4.0; Venezuela, 2,4; Trinidad and Tobago, 1.5; Jamaica, 1.,0; Leeward and Windward
Islands, O,7; United States, 0.5; Belgian Congo, 0.5; and the Gold Coast, 0.5.

1956 Season of Navigation at the Lakehead was opened for the 1956 season on
Navigation Opens April 5 by the arrival of the S.S. John E.F. Misener, although

the official opening was not declared until Wednesday, April 11.
In 1955 the official opening was April 20 while the earliest opening on record was
March 27 in both 1945 and 1953, Up to Wednesday, April 18, a total of some 32.1
million bushels of grain had already been cleared from Lakehead ports, Of this total,
about 75 per cent or 24.1 million bushels, was wheat,

Delivery Quotas Supplementary Rye Quota - In its Instructions to the Trade, re

Quotas, No. 95, under date of April 30, the Canadian Wheat Board
announced in part that "effective immediately, producers whose 1955-56 delivery
permits indicate an acreage seeded to rye may deliver an additional supplementary
quota of three (3) bushels per seeded acre to rye or a minimum of 100 bushels. This
will bring the total supplementary rye quota authorized to date to six (6) bushels
per seeded acre or a minimum of 200 bushels,

The Board also authorizes an additional maximum delivery of 100
bushels of rye by any producer who had no acreage seeded to rye in 1955 but had stocks
of rye grown from the lands described in his permit book which were carried over from
the previous year. This will increase the total quantity of rye which can be
delivered by such producers this season to a maximum of 200 bushels."

General Quota Position By May 2 this year, the Canadian Wheat Board had been able
to place 425 out of a total of 2,080 shipping points in the
Western Division on a quota of 5 bushels per specified acre, while an additional 613
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were on a 4-bushel quota., Of the remaining points, 13 were on a l-bushel quota, 438
on a 2-bushel quota and 577 on a 3-bushel quota. Fourteen stations were reported as
lelosed!,

Summary of Elevator Shipping Points in Each Quota Group
as at May 2, 1956

General Quota in Bushels

R i c

Province — Twoper Sp;g;i:ed Ac;gu_.r i S tiz:?zgs Total
Ontario ceeesecces - - - - i 1L 2
MEniBabE o .seisses - VA 75 U1 146 @ 378
Saskatchewan ..... 13 348 380 267 % 2 1,07
Alberta cecscesves - 76 122 203 179 9 589
British Columbia . = - - 2 2 - L

413 "FProvintés .... 13 438 577 613 425 14 2,080

Rust Developuent The following is the text of a report issued on April 11 by the
Plant Pathology Laboratory at Winnipeg.

"The weather and conditions of crop growth in the Texas area are very
important factors in determining the amount of rust overwintering., Over most of
Texas cereal crops had a hard time during the winter owing to deficient moisture, but
snow and rains in early February and, in some areas, in the latter part of March,
have enabled the crops to survive, Despite the difficult growing conditions the
rusts of wheat and oats have managed to survive the winter and have shown signs of
considerable increase with the advent of somewhat better growing conditions.

Stem rust and leaf rust of wheat became established in the Panhandle
of Texas and in adjacent areas of Oklahoma early last fall. A southward movement of
these rusts apparently took place early in December when both rusts appeared on wheat
at College Station in eastern central Texas., Early in December stem rust of oats and
crovn rust were found in many fields in eastern Texas, along the Gulf coast, By the
middle of March stem rust of oats was general in south central Texas and was
considered to present a serious threat. Crown rust was also prevalent though less
widespread. Stem rust and leaf rust of wheat were present also but were less common
than the oat rusts.

By the end of the first week in April wheat stem rust and oat stem
rust were found in all fields examined in the Gulf coast area. In most oat fields
all plants were infected, severity of oat stem rust ranging from 1 to 5 per cent,
Leaf rust of wheat and crown rust of oats had increased rapidly, and it was estimated
that the severity of crown rust infection in the coastal area would generally amount
to 35 per cent on all plants, which is a heavier infection than has occurred in the
last 4 years. In Oklahoma, which lies directly north of Texas, there was no evidence,
about the first of April, that either stem rust or leaf rust of wheat had overwintered.

Continued on page 39
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Canadian Wheat Total stocks of Canadian wheat at March 31, 1956 were estimated by
Stocks at the Dominion Bureau of Statistics at 751.6 million bushels,
March 31, 1956 compared with 621.2 million on the same date in 1955 and the
record 762.4 million in 1943. The ten-year (1946-1955) average
was 399.8 million bushels, Data for these estimates were obtained from the Bureau's
annual March 31 survey of grain held on farms, from returns by mill operators, and
from information supplied by the Statistics Branch of the Board of Grain
Commissioners for Canada, relative to stocks of grain in commercial positions. An
estimated 403.8 million bushels, representing about 54 per cent of the total were
held on farms, exceeding by a small margin the previous record holdings of 401.7
million in 1954, All but 7.8 million bushels of the total farm stocks were held on
farms in the Prairie Provinces. Farm-held stocks in Saskatchewan were placed at
255.0 million while those in Alberta and Manitoba were estimated at 117,0 million
and 24.0 million bushels, respectively. Of the 347.9 million bushels held in off-
farm positions, 200.5 were in country elevators, Stocks in Lakehead positions
amounted to 52.4 million bushels, compared with 41.6 million a year ago and 54.6
million two years ago. Supplies in Eastern elevators totalled 33.1 million bushels,
relatively unchanged from the March-end stocks of 32,6 million in 1955 but
considerably below the 1954 total of 50,9 million bushels,

Stocks of Canadian Wheat at March 31, 1954,—1956 1/

Position 1954 2/ T955-2F 1956
I8 Canads -~ thousand bushels -

BRI * & oiistake wvesidln o % & glactinie spbuns & wsé 3 ofih 401,660 286,050 403,760
Countxw elmtlors OO B OBONINOIEINOSIOSIOEBDBOIEOGSEDNPLS 197’%5 199’585 200’51‘1
Interior private and mill elevators .... 6,928 7,286 6,346
Interior terminal elevators esassecvsncs 15,000 15,252 13’790
Vancouver-New Westminster elevators ... 10,880 8,243 10,217
Vic‘hOI'ia elevator ®00cessvscccncnnscsnnacn 89 622 71&5
Prince Rupert elevator .eeccececccccccce 53 53 37
Chehill] ol SR % o ¢ o o ookt cansns o asvnos 2,516 2,400 4,206
Fort William-Port Arthur elevators ..... 54,557 41,582 52,406
Storage afloat (Iaakehead) 80 o0scssscncoe 195 N 177
In transit-rail (Western Division) csee. 6,870 8,364 9,843
Eastern elevators @0 0cccscsssns sttt 50,902} 32,632 33,078
Storage afloat (Eastern Division) eeeeee 8,066 12,796 8,328
In transit-rail (Eastern Division) ..... 15352 3 2085 L,934
Eastern mills (mill bins only) eeeccecee 2,248 2,907 2,69,
Western mills (m‘lll bins only) eescccese 314'2 235 14'02
TOt&ls, in cm S00000OPRPROEOIRCERIROROREOGES 759,“‘1} 621,211& 751,5%
I35 URARGEL OLAERA. L oo o610 s o ¢ ¢ipims o oi0'si0r0 ¢ ¢ 609 36 117
Totals, in Canada and United States .. 759,653 621,249 751,620

1/ Stocks other than on farms and in mills compiled by the Statistics Branch,
Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada, as at the close of business on
March 31, 1954, March 30, 1955, and March 28, 1956.

g/ Revised,



Farmers' Marketings of Wheat in the Prairie Provinces, 1955-56
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Week ending Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Total Last Year
- bushels -

August, 10, 1955, - - - - 4,309

17 eecsese 31,456 109,355 43,576 184,387 5,138

21b ®08s00n [*37’ 71}6 l’lﬁ72’l+25 h50,092 2,360’263 2’609

L. 656,780 2,174,213 675,519 3,506,512 149,920

September 7 ececeves 697,862 4,984,565 983,712 6,666,139 291,945

14 cececss 667,123 4,667,118 1,744,408 7,078,649 601,588

B ek us 0 L75,71 3,309,906 1,704,465 5,500,102 765,404

28 covusne 316,008 1,776,279 925,983 3,018,220 1,559,360

October 5 ceveess 429,775 2,345,989 1,070,864 3,846,628 2,005,274

12 ceonces 401,022 1,781,424 1,016,420 5,198,866 2,630,510

19 coeeces 504,323 2,111,378 1,348,295 3,963,996 8,744,537

Aok 560,576 2,187,526 T,27L7% 4,019,785 10,778 588

November 2 .eeese. 733,638 2,202,273 1,121,821 4,057,732 9,266,388

9 sevecea 45,002 3,061,854 975,718 4,782,434 8,027,519

15 i @ 769,387 3,834,898 1,053,152 5,657,437 7,159,311

23 vespess 654,002 3;815,850 1,127 16 5,597,423 7,535,166

30 cevenes 439,61L = 3,460,772 1,052,857 4,959,243 8,239,759

December 7 secccee 516’879 3 ,550,977 l,OZI»o, 755 5,108,611 9,556,14-81}

¥ S Lt 678, 7T 4,298,529 1,520,139 6,497,442 10,821,432

2l cevseoe 418,804 1,997,886 . - 1,0775246 3,593,376 10,690,288

28" essven 360,226 1,330,437 1,224,384 2,915,047 8,443,684

January &, 1956 514,361 1,991,856 1,363,145 3,869,362 5,673,461

11l ceceses 599,347 2,663,110 1,507,972 4,770,429 8,656,216

18 csevees 568,479 3,344,909 1,807,506 5,720,894 5,345,966

25 snbhibee 377,81, 2,021,080 2,079,468 4,478,362 4,252,213

February 1l coceens 5“0,1‘0‘8 2,967,617 23109,815 5,621,608 3,816,169

8 cevooes 438,140 2,239,319 2,011,334 4,688,793 3,089,687

I wenveed L5668k 3,352,409 2,3885000 6,197,106 1,804,112

22 ceseces 208,227 1,240,180 1,074,384 2,522,791 2,806,090

R9MT o5 daie e 195,086 849,338 1,161,480 2,205,904 1,526,166

March AT 396,436 2,319,894 2,071,449 4,787,779 1,889,922

5Vt e 26,718 1,537,176 1,352,587 3,136,556 | 3,833,387

SR ails oot 469,686 3,039,030 2,071,750 5,580,466 2,891,955

28 cevecee 859,183 3,488,778 2,035,825 6,383,786 2,187,474

April Ll s sonnise JoR, 88 « 1TV L059 . 1006550 3,103,210 3,574,671

Ihrsehesss 481,857 2,069,605 1,222,818 3,774,280 2,787,058

B eefsche 379,85 2,7085419 1,266,491 4,384,065 6,070,856

ERALS sseeesee 17,533,505 92,105,383 48,098,795 157,737,683 167,485,477

Average similar period:
1944=45==1953=54.

33,822,299 154,509,987

79,832,258

268,164, 54
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Visible Supply of Canadian Wheat, April 18, 1956
Compared with Approximately the Same Date, 1954 and 1955

Position 1954 1955 1956
- thousand bushels -
CO\mtry elevators = Manitoha ®eee0cscrncccro e 8,589 8’629 20,390
Sagkatchewan ¢essccesssce 115,681 109,355 102,551
Albex'ha LR R R R N I N ) 53,188 63’510 69’5[43
MOBALE) o olo/sias olafels viate 192,458 196,494 192,48)
Tntendloriprivate and Midl eeeccssosioscscssse 7,289 7,064 6,278
Interior terminals ..ceccccccccccceces e eYeioTe o 15,109 15,29, 13,910
Vancouver-New Westminster ..scccceccccsccccee 10,202 9,m ].1’2510
VARO oY o¥oe » o o 0%roieis a0 s asoass 331 789 4,98
Prince Rupert B E P2 SR VT E PTG ISP PO RNGNSSOLEDN 53 53 37
Churchill 0P P S S0 CO O OERI RGOS SOEE SSRGS OSSR - 2’516 z,l‘w I‘,z%
Fort William-Port Arthur seeessscessscenscsces 510’168 10118105 37,366
Storage Afloat StesssessensessesetessEe 195 w 177
In transit rail (Western Division) eeseeesce. 9,687 14,331 9,595
Bay, Lake and Upper St. Lawrence Ports ...... 0,057 16,295 27,806
Lower St. Lawrence and Maritime Ports .esse.. 19,643 18,951 12,537
SHBREZEWATEIDAL iy s%e/e16 olaje ofe aiae o o/o/d @ o ofote aonstBthrels 38555 1,586 -
In trmsit I.Ake 200006000 00a00tsstR RN 668 3,789 10,28
In transit rail (Eastern Division) .eecescces 519 2,858 3,016
United States pO!'tS ®@ccsrescssrcsssessasssecse 931 T 1}70
TOtalB R R R R R RN RN RN RN N XN 350,%0 331,161 329,857
Grading of Wheat Inspected, August—March, 1955-56 with Comparisons
Crop Year August—March
Average
— 1949-50—  1954=55 1954-55 1955-56
1953=5L4
per cent per cent cars per cent cars per cent
1 H&!‘d Sevescesssscnssavssavene . y == o = - ot
1S ManRY. TNORGHSTI oiolse.cle s o e stelsiore 7:6 1003 5,559 505 3,‘}82 3.1&
2 Man, Northern seececccecccces . 30.8 35.8 1,735 41.2 34,502 34.1
3 Man, Northern cceeccscevecccce ol 26,4 24,211 2.9 24,000 2891
A R EER RN R ENE NN 8.0 803 6’0167 6.0 5’207 5.1
5 aneat 0 tesssescs st 3 8.2 1605 2,”5 2.9 9’902 9.8
LRI I IR A I I I A A ) 14,.2 2-2 l’h67 101‘ 3,508 305
Feed Wheat ee0esctessecssssent s 0.7 lco 775 008 620 0.6
Gmet PP PSSPV CERIESIISISERRSsnn o.8 009 1,263 1'2 1056 0.5
Amber Durum ssessceanncseves X 2.3 108 2,3]-1 2-3 5,896 5.8
Alberta WiDter eepssenssccsrsce 003 o-h 1018 OQI# 680 0.7
[BOUGHBIN2/ 13/ uolajsaisinieie clalaie sl slelale 16.2 11.9 12,124 2.0 8,649 8.5
Dmps 'g/ y L I R BB IR N R B L Y ) 3.6 0-3 371‘ O’l‘ 9 _J_'/
Reject.ed _g/ A R R A 0.7 2.1 1,583 1-6 3,805 3‘8
Au O’thers S0 G000 ssBt st 005 o.h h23 Ooh 5“1 005
Totald eececosscsccoscesss 100.0 100.0 101,225 100.0 LO1C 257 100.0

1/ Less than .05 per cent.

2/ A1l varieties and grades.

3/ Moisture content 14.9 to 17 per cent for Durum, 14.6 to 17 per cent for all other varieties,
4/ Moisture content over 17 per cent.



WEEKLY VISIBLE SURPLY,
OF CANADIAN WHEAT
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Wheat Shipments* to the United States by Destination

=il <

August 1, 1955 to April 18, 1956
Compared with Approximately the Same Period 1953~54 and 1954-55

Destination 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56
- bushels -
By Vessel
Dllluth"superior LI N R A R N R ) 73,026 - 7&2’1}11
Milwaukee eev0ccsrrsrccrssssnnse 15,9‘}0 = 52,98
Chicago 00000000 CRCRIRIIOINPISIGEOLRROIPLES 68,700 - BM,M
Huron 00ssesccevtevcsncnencnsse - IGO,OOO h0,000
Bu-ff&lo I TR R RN E N ENE N NN NEREEN RN 3’026’(38 1,683,591 1’&9&’997
Totals, Vessel cececcoconee 3,1%,704 1,7%’591 2’671’375
By Rail
U.S.A. Seaboard Ports ecececesse 16,584 35,822 1,388
Other U.S.A. POintS @8 G0 eessss e 1,659’919 61‘-8’337 1,575,0‘}6
Totals, Rail seeeesesccosee 1,676,Ll-53 6814’159 1’576,381
Totals, Shipnents eeecescoa LF,860’157 2,1&07’750 1&,2‘&7’756

#Either for re-export or retention for domestic use.

Total shipments of wheat to the United States, either for re-export
or retention for damestic use from the beginning of the current crop year to April

18, amounted to some 4,2 million bushels, exceeding by a wide margin the 2,4 million
shipped during the corresponding period of 1954~55 but about 13 per cent below the
4.9 million of two years ago. Slightly more than half of this season's shipments
have been moved by vessel, with Buffalo being the principal destination.

Rail shipments of wheat to Maritime ports from Bay, Lake and Upper
St. Lawrence Ports during the first eight months of the current crop year amounted
to some 29.5 million bushels as against 27.0 million dwring the August--March period
of 1954.55.

Rail Shipments of Wheat to Maritime Ports from Bay, Lake
and Upper St. Lawrence Ports

August 1, 1954 to

August 1, 1955 to
March 31, 1955

Origin of Shipments March 31, 1956

~ bushels -~

S TGl COlE © oo vecvoccoie . 7,412,487 8,697,950
Midl&nd @eePrCe0stsrs et ss e n el 10,012,830 11,951,671
Collingwood sesccececcsccsccncscas 1,872,709 1,426,896
DB SR e oot soecencccccssscse 2,855,967 3,486,965
Gweric}l X RN RER N RSN ECRR I RC NN N ) 682’591+ 575,289
SRR e Velarsiaieie .0 olsis 2. 0/0 s 0 o oin'® 3’782’365 3)223’539
Walkerville e0scsevevsevcevsnsocee 31«}8,776 =
Lakefiﬂld @e0scecscasesressensenens - 99’282

S R 26,967,728 29,461,592
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Rail Shipments of Wheat from Fort William-Port Arthur, 1952-53-1955-56

Month 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56
- bushels -

B B e el nips i 191,711 191,336 61,070 56,951
SEPLEMDET 4eeeereeeennnneeecenanens 1,181,046 236,030 50,633 61,033
OCtODOE ¢s00ecscsesscsccsscsssocsne 936’757 1'650“3 A63053 63’975
November 00t rsveersscrsereersrsen 651’957 1\38’[&1‘0 81,253 m,s?é
N . o Bl . 0 SR L I TA 347,82l 179,272 77,622
January 000000 ccessenssneccccsssans . 6,550,958 510,1586 352,109 2,31,;0,9&
February seesessecssossccnncansen ve 9,566,151 368,662 318’009 1,’65,097
MArCh ssseesesccesccscscscscssscncs 6,285,944 555,518 245,958 1,599,503
- S S - 189,339 378,681 169,137
May #0000 e000000sss0000ccss om0 216,0’-}6 253,606 68’878
AEEE B B0 00 AR O TR ]36,0]16 37,3169 16,601
July s sereorecacsrtssscncsnerscnce 223’687 716’020 57,619

TOtaJ.B S06scs0tstocttotocovocccy 26,59&,5% 3’261‘,995 1,6’6’591

Distribution of Rail Shipments of \heat from Fort William-Port Arthur, March, 1956
Prince
Grade Edward S - o i Quisibie Ontario U.S.A.
Island
- bushels =~

1 Northern ®s0csccnrrenses = - = = 20 -
2 Northern 608cctccccsvvon T = -~ = 10,000 =]
3 Northem 60etescscscvnsne T ol - lB,O(X) -~ ©J
5 WhQat IR RN NN IR seae 5’333 5,1% 6,000 131,650 69,500 L2
6 wheat Y E R R RN R RN o hant =1 - 7,500 ll5,000
Toughs ee0s0cecesetscsvsns Z;M 7,5m 9’m h2:739 29,’#95 -
Redected 8e00srsosncvrsns o l’h56 l&’sm 25,51}8 6,000 L)
Amber Durum ..ceececcecce - 57,500 769,m 5’987 80,500 T
All Others eeceesscccccces = 13555 - 5’786 2,833 b

Totals Cecevenvecese 7,333 253,111 788,500 229’710 205’8108 115,000

Overseas Exports of Canadian Grain by Ports of Loading, August 1, 1955 to April 18, 1956,
with Comparisons

Ports Wheat Oats Barley Rye Flaxseed
Pacific Seaboard ey g

Vancouver-New Westminster ..... 58,119,805 272,192 8,065,004 353,927 650,856

WSO Balolers sis/eleiete. o'o/ae vieve o070 o ¢ 1,579,@9 - - T =

Prince Rupert eeccessocsancrssnce 354’667 ‘g 3,059,1§% - =
ChU.I'C Sessesnstodencsssnnoesns o 12,818,81}5 - = = -
St, Lawrence

MONETEAL oesoeeeersscocneecnnns 22,704,971 1,247,707 6,480,518 1,678,440 5,249,095

BOBEIL RS %5141 oie s7a161s v 9 a/01010 6 o' 5.0 /0i0 3’&5’116 " 3141,177 ~ 155’769

EHREERRIVErS o oesevascomanchoos 3,462,828 - 420,000 - -

Quebec @988 80s0scecscscsonsbacn 10’530’680 . 128,218 — =,
Maritime Ports

SURTGHN o ecococescasccscscns 2’331‘,081 = v = T

West Saint John seeeecsscccoces 20,717,004 49,420 81,588 282,560 2,465,737

Halifax s essssnsscsscssssencen 17,%’365 o r %3163 1’059’398
U'Sl Atlmtic seabo&xd esccssascsee 182’333 e 3 = 5

Totals 608 sPs0sRscensscsnsense 1167,6[&2,’61‘ 1,569,319 18,576,005 2,357’090 9’580’855
August 1—April 20, 1955 seceeeces 2 150,123,657 4,377,622 36,990,508 2,809,289 4,352,458
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Freight Claims filed for payment up to March 31, 1956 represent the movement of some 9,316
Assistance thousand bushels of wheat from the Prairie Provinces to Eastern Canada and British
Shipments Columbia under the freight assistance policy during the first seven months of the

current crop year, This preliminary total, subject to upward revision with the filing
of additional claims already exceeds by 10 per cent the revised August—February, 1954-55 total of
8,465 thousand bushels. Approximately 76 per cent of the current year's shipments went to
destinations in Quebec and Ontario, with an additional 13 per cent going to British Columbia and the
remainder to the Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland.

Provincial Distribution of Wheat Shipments under the Freight Assistance Policy
August—February, 1955-56 and 1954-55

Month Nfld. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. B.C. Total
-~ thousand bushels -

August, 1955 ceeccceciicnnsn 0 26 76 58 487 VAR B4 1,329
September .ec.eecesceccscces 10 2 114 52 495 439 195 1,325
October eecesccscesescsssoscse 8L 15 57 Ll'8 5&3 Uob 177 1’298
November e 0ses0essssescscee 12 22 90 58 588 5“‘ 271 1,586
December seecececcsscccoscee 5 12 85 167 615 530 172 1,1468
January, 1956 ceescessceccss 4 18 Sk 53 583 529 1o AL oL
Febru&ry (X R TR ERE SRR R R AN ] 2 a 514 214 1402 1&31 B 959

Qatalin L/ o4 ievaweinose 52~ wlih GO -emBl0 —IGgEPA- 3,360 & 8,182 9,316

Same period 1954=55:
Preliminary 2/ .......... 48 66 478 286 3,206 2,649 1,436 8,168
HONIaea) 1./7 o aelerwialsialifoies.o 0 51 69 L97 294 3,252 2,685 1,616 8,465

Preliminary data on millfeed shipments under the freight assistance policy indicate the
movement of 297,642 tons during the August—February period of the current crop year. As with
freight-assisted shipments of wheat, this total is based on claims submitted up to March 31, 1956 and
may be subject to considerable upward revision with the filing of additional claims. By March 31,
1955 claims had been filed for 302,662 tons out of a total of 317,605 tons shipped during the first
seven months of the 1954-55 crop year. Approximately one half (150,700 tons) of the current shipments
went to destinations in Quebec, while 83,242 tons went to various Ontario points.

Provincial Distribution of Millfeed Shipments under the Freight Assistance Policy
August—February, 1955-56 and 1954-55

1954-55 1955~56

Province

Preliminary 2/ Revised 1/ Preliminary 1/
- tons -

NeWLOUNALANd seeeeeecaceseeccannaccne 1,880 2,095 2,154
Prince Edward Island eeececccscececee 3,682 3,991 4,225
Nova Scotif ceeecesccsscsscasssccccss 19,929 2,328 19,582
New Brunswick sescssscecscecsscecscce 17,153 18,083 17,881
QUEDEC cssesvccssssscsccccsscsnsccces 152,375 157,354 150,710
ONtArio seeesscccssccssoscocssconsces 83,131 85,935 83,242
British Columbia sesecscsccsccsccscss 2,512 28,819 19,848
Totals cseecccccscsccsacsccccnce 302,662 317,605 297,642

1/ Based on claims filed up to March 31, 1956.
2/ Based on claims filed up to March 31, 1955.
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Monthly Export Clearances, Etc,, in Comparison with the Customs Exports of Wheat and Wheat Flour

Year Overseas Exports of Canadian Customs 3/ Customs 3/
and Clearances VWheat to U,5.A., for Exports of Total Exports of
okt of Canadian Domestic Use and Canadian Wheat and
Wheat 1/ Milling in Bond 2/ Wheat Flour Wheat Flour
- thousand bushels -
195304
AUUSE veverennnnnnens 2250 569 3,983 28,70l 27,321
September euevsvesess. 20,672 198 3,670 21,540 24,057
Octiaact, | N o8 Al 22,072 258 P 658 25,984 30,838
NOVEMDET «eoeevvnoeee 18,815 1,549 3,791 21,155 23,850
DECEmbEr +oevueennonas 12,857 795 4,110 17,762 20,283
JANUATY eeeesensononen 13,416 409 3,778 17,604 17,218
Febmry eeesevnssssce 10,273 287 3,‘!27 13,987 15,025
}iarCh fecessvecscsssece 115,079 167 3,%9 185186 17,266
ARG S fo olsieleiein oioto e ale:s 10,708 Tt 4,611 16,096 16,454
May e0esessessscccsnse 16,987 1,228 3,888 22,1(3 2[},353
IR e nraais e e s as 19,854 1,320 4,002 25,176 23,828
| A sesiSe il Y 17,2711 120 3,393 20,784 19,472
Totals seeessenss 201,157 7,678 46,246 255,081 260,182
1954=55
T 15,666 185 3,326 19,177 18,481
September ts0c0ssscnsn 25,7’01& 209 3:699 29,653 28,1+60
QoHOBer Sorseere olsarenlts ols 20,046 882 4,063 24,990 28,269
November seseesccceesecse 20,160 331 3,1105 8’636 21,526
DeCember seeecsssesees 16,201 131 3,132 19,465 22,001
Ja-nuar'y sesecccrrccvee 110,792 335 2,850 17,976 17,1810
Febmx'y s0seesescevee lh,lOZ 96 3)181 17,379 17,7%
March tsessessecccsses 16,719 173 3,561; 20,[056 17,6(B
R imsesesoosacens 12,705 152 t ,84ds 17,701 20,080
Hay t0eesscecssesssncee 15,0l+l Gl 3,61G9 19’221 20’175
Ju-ne €9 evcsccesssesnes 18,510 1,0‘08 2’710 22,268 a,992
July 00800000 scsasveee 17’1103 386 2,1458 19’987 19’I+9]-
Totals sececesces 206,829 4,458 40,622 251,909 252,968
195556 4/
A‘uu'st [ E R R REREE RN R RN N 19’777 h69 2,6’6 22’920 20,830
September ceecocsecces 14,877 292 3,462 18,631 18,138
October esessssccsecns M,O75 lllé 3,559 18,%9 18,141
November .eceecccececss 16,‘4167 440 3,085 19)972 19,382
DOCMer S0 09 tecsanesaee 10,33 h29 3’076 ]3,828 17’7%
Ja-nua-ry secssscssccnee 19,053 lf76 2,792 22’320 193057
February cecececeaceees 16,985 58 3,445 20,967 23,764
IMERERRINYelolele.o o/soislalsie/o s 3L AL 130 % skl 20,942 20,789
lotialie e aoesres -t 129,167 3,189 25,272 157,628 157,808

1/ Compiled by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada,
2/ Compiled by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada, from returns of

Canadian elevator licensees and shippers and advice from American grain correspondents.

3/ Exports for crop years 1953~54 and 1954-55 adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns

made by Customs for both wheat and wheat flour,
barrel of 196 pounds,

4/ Subject to revision.

Wheat flour conversion rate:

wWheat flour conversion rate:

2.3 bushels per cwt.

L.5 bushels per
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Exports of Canadian Wheat and Wheat Flour by Destination 1955-56

December March ~August —March
Destination Wheat liheat Wheat
Flour 1/2/  Flow 2/ Wheat 3/ plour 2/ psaat, B/
- bushels -
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES
United Ki!gdom LR RN R RN N XN %6,556 951)101*3 6’630’886 7,5]“‘,32- 58,325,3%
Africa
British BEast Africa .seecesscecss - 172 - 9,294 -
Gambia cecesccccss SRR rerTereters 6,406 1,546 - 30,418 -
GOId Coast ®9 0000 s0s00 00 00ssnans 43,683 30,337 et 481,627 .
Nigeria e0vsssssssecscssesssanes 7,6106 16,832 = 2@,9“) -
Other British West Africa ...... - - - 13,158 -
R.hOdESia teecesessance @csesssennce . bt = %’333 = 375,200
Siel‘ra Leone seessevsene tesnvenae 29,572 12,1141& - 190,78 -
Union of South Africa .ecesseese - - 671,253 - 2,515,520
Asia
R AOT Frels oo 0 ATl R b ks sivis 1o o3 Bes 113,146 - 113,146 -
Cyprus tetsssesassasacsossse X = = 3"\3,‘667 = 3“3,"67
HOM Kong eseccsscssosssae 52,65‘} 46,368 19’OLI~0 u0’727 14-20,91‘&
Malaya and Sir@&pore essvecscees 1}2,9816 lll,‘c35 'z 350,987 =
Europe
Gibraltal' 29 s0sacssassssssssseste i 10’301‘» - 63,86[; -
Malta seessocsscscescccrnsanaes . = i - = 1;20,000
North America
Bahama.s te8esengenss0etst0s 00w 15,990 8,’#99 v 151,2910 =
Barbados 00000000 s0 2000 sssara %,671 29,957 = 87’882 &3
Bermuda 48800 cs0snssr 0000 ar s 6,830 7,510 . 72,1423 -
British Hondur&s seevssccacssare 5,071 1+60 i 25,7& -
Jamalca seeessescssscsssccccans . 101,791 lm,153 - 97‘&,266 8’261&
Leeward and Windward Islands ... 6L, 473 82,259 - 697,408 -
Trinidad and Tobago secessccssce 141,484 141,082 - 1,468,653 1,877
Oceania
Fiji Seoeessessessasnsstssssnane o b = 920 -
South America
British G’uiana CE R R R R R 14,251 u’546 = 162,895 =
Totals, Commorwealth Countries. 1,626,207 1,565,047 7,757,979 13,053,627 62,411,465
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Africa
Azores and Madeira .ececseccssee - - - 36,952 -
Belgim congo ePvPevPIssecssEenane 54’051 M,m - 532,100 h’592
Ethiopia seovcsssvencsann sesssssese = = - b1 1’333
TIROIENA ~o/ererei5ililaIoiotererB sTaIolo oinia o o & » 893 336 - 8,57& T
Morocco 60080 0s0ss 000 s s sss0 e . 5’058 -’ = 31’“3[& =
Portuguese East Africa tessvenre = 257 76’160 9’087 150,826
Portuguese West Africa ...ceeeee 5., 123 2,465 - 47,359 -
Asia
Arabia €9 088 s0ssvs008sss020000es . 1,059 7’B - 13,283 20,209
Israel esss0s00ssecscssssttesanas =2 = T = 72‘&,266
JAPAN .essesvesccssscsssncccnse . 81,040 41,110 1,,6350u57 435,408 15,845,397
KOl‘e& e 2sessssBssencsnResassats ol = = 50,7% 50
Lebanon e%¢ssesstscseseetessssce 3,7‘&6 2,25h o llo,253 s
Philippine Isl&ﬂis ssesasersssve 132,269 760’016 = h,@7,528 -
Portuguese ABHIR et 106167018 010 010,050 o0 6,117 h,?ho - 81,530 -
Sﬁia 0020080080000 ss000v e 3% - = 1,309 g
Th&iland 980080000000 20000 2000y 28’166 52,613 e 235,21}0 ]
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Exports of Canadian wWheat and wheat Flour by Destination 1955-56

December March August —March
Destination Wheat Wheat Wheat
Flour 1/2/ Flour 2/ MRt 2 Flour 2/ Wheat 24
- bushels -
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Europe
Austria @0ecesccsersrenasasccscnas = = - - 2,158,83[}
B e s e e o v v aonw e 35,095 38,164 1,580,796 226,368 8,184,508
IERRHEARICENS ¢ ore'e oislale.s/s1s's o s (o oiluls v e oo 225 451 - 1,803 -
Finlm Weeesesesssesscstessnntoe - ol (il = 368,1%
France ee00se0nsecsesesenss st e - 379,500 759 379’5m
Germany, Federal RepubliC ees... - - 2,698,023 198,469 15,891,252
Greece X EE R TR R RN R TR RN NN NN 12,857 L4 o 51-;,722 =
Iceland CEBPPGSISICIPIOOCIOOIOGSIOIBROEGSOITETDS h,693 1,610 - B’l56 -
SN EIARS o ofe) e sioieieimls =le s ola =l aiste] <Tsla - - - - 1,829,333
At D () 25,317 20,279 1,030,433 166,255 3,249,907
Netherlams s8600sessssessstcssas = — 777,1560 14»83 3’88&,054
Nomy eR 8209 c0s000css0 0t st e [— 253,866 il 2,32’7,326
POIa-nd I N RN XN = — 1,090,169 - 7’635’071
Portug&l e8cvesscsssseacosssesesne 757 = = 11,350 -
Switzerland eessssssecssccescrsse - = 1%’995 = 3,338’225
YugOSl&Via esccssesesssssnccesse d 31&5 i 7’2&3 '
North America
American Virgin Islands .eecce.. 1,938 4y2d3 - 20,79 -
Costa RICA sasseesesnsssacscrsnce 14»8,9® 37,173 - 372,73[# T
Cuba Gesesenerasctensssrevsresacses 65’366 28,‘&65 (o 3&,%7 l,m
Dominican Republ‘lc ®esesccscsvesn 1&2,1679 u,7h5 & 319,1‘&6 2,500
El Salvador Ss0eesvencrestessre 30,663 32’30 e 221,637 o
French West Indies eseesesesense = 1,093 = 2,8]3 -
Gu&tm&l& X R N A A I ) 36,1&79 6,1‘*6 ] 227,14‘{,0 ].2’519
Hdti LR R WA W R Ay 67’877 28,0]14 - 3%,265 -
H‘omuras #@eereesoenntsevts o 8’507 2,762 = 50,1‘}2 Lo
Netherlands Antilles .eeseeesces 17,649 12,586 - 149,972 -
Nic&ragua (XX EEEREYNEEE R TN N R REEE ] 2,369 20,095 - 218,2.2 =
Panama GeessreesevecsseresnResen 21.’999 13,15[‘ o 191,26[& -
St. Pilerre and Miquelon .ceesss. 1,672 4,151 - 14,345 -
United States
Flour in terms of wheat sesecece 45’882 98,012 - 5‘}6,878 (>
For domestic use 4/ cosnsescess - - 130,279 = 3,188,717
Oceania
French Oceania Seceescescssnnesssa — b i lll’920
Guam GbecossecnvessRscessensenses 2,687 1,978 o 29’185 -
South America
Bolivia ceccscccvscsscscsnscscssn T - e 3)452 F
Chj.le ®sesssessnsorsssstsescscssas h’ — - 2,1& =
Colombia @eecsvnseescesessecnacs 12’289 18’055 = 165,671 735
Ecuador Seresscssesetssecnssesvsee o - 16‘&’6810 = 7‘&1’010
BEF ceessosconscesassacsisieseses 920 6,785 £ 31#,371 -
Surinm 080500000 c0 000000000000 20,588 12,167 - 117,889 =
Venezuela 0000 ess00000s 020000000 338’1079 277,532 = 2,3%’@7 5’253
Totals, Foreign Countries ¢ee.e 1,18‘4,116 1,615,791 10,%,512 12,218’568 69,9‘#"5@
Totals, ALl Countries see.o.ec. 2,810,323 3,180,838 17,761,490 25,272,195 132,355,988
1/ Adjusted to remove effect of time lag in the returns made by Customs.
2/ In terms of wheat equivalent. Source: Canadian Customs returns. Conversion rate: 2.3 bushels

per cwt,

3/ Overseas clearances as reported by the Statistics Branch, Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada,
for all countries except the United States. Subject to revision,

4/ Compiled from returns of Canadian elevator licensees and shippers and advice from American grain
correspondents,



Canadian Wheat Board Weekly Average Cash Wheat Prices
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Basis in Store Fort William-Port Arthur

Class and Grade

Week ending

March 23 March 30 April 6

April 13

April 20

Initial Payment to Producers

- cents and eighths per bushel -

l Northom P00 00O IRSIEREROIOIOEOIEOINPNOIEOINDNYS
ZNOnhm I EEREREEREREEEE RN N ENEENNREREY]
3 Northem IEEEE N RN ERERENERNERNERNERNNRRENEHN ]
L Northem I EEERERE RN ENERERRENENENERJIERENRE:RH:]
5 Wheat (I EEEEEEREEEEEEEEREEE RN RN NN ENRRENN]
6 mle‘t [ XA R EREEEE RN N EREEEERE RN NNNENRNNRNEN]
Fe“ Wheat I EEE R R AR R AR N AN REREE NN ERREREN R ]
1l C.W. Garnet ®eese0e0csteresntssnsee
2 C.w. m‘t [ EEE R R RN AR R AR RN EREENENRR]
l Albenam mnter (LA X E N R EE L EERENRRENN )
2 Alberta Winter c.ceccececscccecsscce
+We Amber DUrum ceecesecscecccccasces
‘w. mernum I EEAE A RN AR X NN NN ERERNRN]
W. Amber DUurul eesecescesesescccecs

Qoo

i\
2
3

International Wheat Agreement

and Domestic Sales

1 Northeérn seeseccovssoccsssccsrccnsns
2 No:'them POPPOONTSIIPOININOEILIOIBIOEPIOSIQIOINTIOLOEDS
3 Northern ceseccvceccccce
h Nm.m LERE R E R R RN Y] IER N RERNN)
5 m“t PO POV IORNRLIIOS LI LR )
6 m”t SO SP SN RPN NNSRRINEEbRet st
Fed mleat PR VLSNP EIPEBINIOSEIOENEES
1 C.w. Gunet LR N N R N I AR K ]
2 c.w' w PSSP sSSP INERNOSTRNBRNLEEpPR e
3 C.w' w LR R N AR A R N R N NN )
1 Alberta Red Winter .ceccsecccccescce
2 A]-bena winter oS ss 0RO TPRERIIS IR N RN N N
3 Alberta wmer SO SO PSRRIt PesINR SRS
1 C.w. m Durm IR E RN RN RN NN R ERENHN ]
2 C‘w. Amber mmm [ EE RN RN A S N ERNLRENERESENN]
3 c'w. Amberpm S 0SSP BRSEOISOEIEIOILY

ssavevee

Exports - Class II1

l Nonhm [ FEEEREEEEEEEFEEE RN NN ERE RN N X N J
2 Nonhm I E R AR R R E RN EEEN AN RN X ERNENREN]
3 Nonh.rn LR NN N I I L B
‘} NOrtheImn cescecsccccsceccsscsscccces
5 “eat [ EERE R TR R R R RN ENERENEERENNIENNEE ]
6w“t (I EEEEE N RE SR EERE RN AN EE R RN ERENN]
F.d ““t IEEREEENENENEEEEENE N ERENENENR NN
1 CiWe GArnet: ceessssscccssssoccncseas
2 C.w. Gm“ IZEE R R R NN EENERENENENERENENNER ]
3 C-Wo Gm‘t es et eseecsscansesnnnnese
1l C.W. Amber DUrul seceevccccsesesaces
2 c.w. mer Dm LR R R NN NN NN NN RN N ]
3 C.W. Amber DUurum ceecececvscevoccsces

1,0
136
134
126
110
104

117
124
119
150
147
0

165/6
156/6

254
250

140
136
134
126
110
104

117
124

150
147
140

175/
1/4
165/4
156/6
132

128

124

146/6
142/6
139/6
145/6

137/6
204/6
202/6
201/6

175/4
17/4
165/4
156/6

139/6
250

1,0
136
134
126
110
104

117

119
150
147
140

174/6
170/6
164/6
156/6
133/2
129/2
125/2
146/6
142/6
139/6
146/3

138/7
204/6
202/6
201/6

17476
170/6
164/6
156/6
133/2
129/2
125/2

142/6
139/6
2514
250
20y

140
136
134
126
10
104

117

Ll
150
147
140

140
136
134

110
104

17

119
150
147
140

175/4
171 /4
164/2
157/5

130/3
126/3
146/7
142/7
139/7
146/7
142/7
139/7
204/4
202/4
200/4

175/4
17/4
164/2
157/5
134/3
130/3
126/3
46/7

139/7
254

250/6
2446/6
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Canadian Wheat Board Weekly Average Cash Wheat Prices
Basis in Store Vancouver

Week ending
March 23 March 30  April 6 April 13 April 20

- cents and eighths per bushel -

Class and Grade

Initial Payment to Producers

TINOnBHErN ¥ 4 4.0 c'sr0 51001000 N erei < ToleYalaror TeTelsrs 140 140 140 140 140
2 Northern eceesececccescconcass 136 136 136 136 136
3 NOrthern seeecesesscecsecccccoconnas 134 134 134 134 134
LS NORENEITN Nelels o/e/slelslole oisioi0/s15!sin /s siolaloletslsta 126 126 126 126 126
5 Wheat ®eacsecssessensesncccsna R 110 110 110 110 110
6 REEAE) |« S BLTsles aTelaleis o s Rielo o1 fotarrslale 104 lOl; lm& lOl; th
Feed Wheat SesescssesssnneNtesrensasen 98 98 98 98 98
ICo e Garnetsdai aoras « cesaessaae cscann 122 122 122 122 122
2 Cow. G’ar'let 88s0cescenstscsnsnnensss 117 117 117 117 117
lAlberta Red Winter eeerevesocnctsseas 1210- 1210 12‘0 lZL 121'
2 Alberta Winter .ccee.. cesnsseccs 119 119 119 19 119
INEEWEVAMBETWPNTUM! flslels alee/a/v casloia o o olals 150 150 150 150 150
2 CoWo Amber Durum seessoesscoencavosae ]-L|>7 1167 1—‘}7 ]-L|>7 M?
SRV PAMBbEr PAMNIN. gcaeons seeesarssss o 140 140 140 140 140
International wWheat Agreement

and Damestic Sales

N O e RN e s Seleisiacisre’s oo s o oreeiaisansase 172/6 172/6 172/6 173/3 l’B/k
2 Noﬂhem 08 cessReOsrvesanseos ceere 168/6 168/6 168/6 169/3 169/16
AR RO RO e 3o rv1e)ofo e aT]a sae o alafajaaisio s o o 162/6 162/6 162/6 16274 162/4
N ITBIAN * Stely eiel ola areinin/o 66010 65 ¢ 0.0.0 ¢ ¢ 61310 1510'/6 1510/6 154/6 155/3 155/5
SURRRE | e oeooss o ne LI 5 oo o Lhiors 48 : 131 131 132/2 133 133/3
6 B R TV alefsle oisiois olatelololels siaivjetololojsio/ale 127 127 128/2 129 129/3
Feed Wheab seesesccsonssrsscacecssccss 123 18 12‘#/2 125 125/3
IRESNENGATTED « o000 000es's sisie sseniolois sies 1146 1-146/6 lh6/6 ].L}é/h ].L}6/7
BRONER GABNEEN 31370 5s Sieleis) faisin slaisieis/slsla olole 142 142/6 142/6 L2/4 142/
INCENE AEARNEtNG ioiaiore sle o o/5Ts o0 ololsiaiclels o e 189 139/6 139/6 139/4 139/7
1 Alberta Red Winter sesececescecsesse 11414/1 ]-LFS/6 1‘#6/3 Mé/h M6/7
2 Alberta Winter cececescsscseccscecss 140/1 11/6 142/3 s2/4 142/7
3 Alberta Winter .eceeeccescesssccccces 136/1 137/6 138/7 139/4 139/7

Export - Class II

BN EHERNE olelate'e s =is.oiaToin.» 5] ainisin|a;sis) o o/o eks 172/6 172/6 172/6 173/3 173/‘0
2 Northern eeseccesscesacscceceesvacss 168/6 168/6 168/6 169/3 169/4
ERIEEHErN . ncsccsocsanbonaes cessene 162/6 162/6 162/6 162/4 162/4
4 NOrthern sececeseccrscarscrsccnscsee 15L/6 154/6 154/6 155/3 155/5
5 Wheat R R o rmoyn 131 131 132/2 1.33 133/3
6 Wheat GesrBestessrtves o BB EAanRBLS 127 127 128/2 129 129/3
Feed Wheat Ssecnsesoccnsenanserets e l$ 18 12‘('/2 125 125/3
ENCRURNGALNEh o ois o ois sinnlaassasiiaisses . ].146 ].146/6 ].h6/6 ].L}6/h 1‘{.6/7
2 CQWO Ga.l"l’let R R RN A N W W A W 114]»2 ].14»2/6 ]-l}z/é m/‘} M/?
3 BB GRATNETL o o o o 2io ois lalololsle o elois.oiniaie 139 139/6 139/6 B?/h ]39/7
1 Alverta Red Winter sseecsceccscccces 144/1 145/6 146/3 146/4 146/7
ERREEERE A WANLEY «oueoeos sommersios s 140/1 141 /6 142/3 U2/h 142/7

3 Alberta Winter seecececesssccceacsse 136/1 137/6 138/7 139/4 139/7
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CANADIAN FLOUR MILLING STTUATION

Production

Wheat flour production by Canadian mills during March, 1956 amounted to 3,337,000

hundredweight , some seven per cent above the February total of 3,125,000 hundredweight

but ten per cent below the March, 1955 level of 3,721,000 hundredweight.
average production for the month of March was 3,938,000 hundredweight.

The ten-year (1946-1955)
Mills reporting operations

during March this year had a total rated capacity of 179,026 hundredweight per 24~hour day and, on the
basis of a 26-~day working period 71.7 per cent of this rated capacity was effective.

Wheat milled for flour during March amounted to 7.6 million bushels compared with 7.2
million bushels milled during the preceding month and 8.5 million bushels milled during March, 1955.
0f the wheat milled for flour during March, 1956, some 6.9 million bushels were Western Canadian
Spring wheat (other than Durum), with the remainder consisting of Ontario Winter wheat (427,000

bushels) and Durum wheat (104,000 bushels).

Exports

According to preliminary Customs returns, exports of Canadian wheat flour during March,

1956 amounted to 1,383,000 hundredweight (some 3,181,000 bushels of wheat equivalent)

representing a decrease of about eight per cent from flour exports of the preceding month.

Flour

exports during March went to 51 countries with the United Kingdom accounting for shipments equivalent
to 951 thousand bushels or 30 per cent of the total., Other major markets for Canadian wheat flour
during the month, with shipments in thousands of bushels of wheat equivalent, were as follows:
Philippine Islands, 760; Venezuela, 278; Trinidad and Tobago, 14l; Malaya and Singapore, 1ll; and

Jamaica, 103.

Wheat Milled for Flour, and Production and Exports of Wheat Flour, Canada

Gron ¥ Wheat Milled Wheat Flour
i for Flour Production Exports 1/
- bushels - =iCWhe =

1935=36-=1939-40 aVerage ceececeees 67,845,114, 29,405,451 9,603,941

191&0"41"'19[&1&"1#5 Everage esecevecas 99,701&,638 143,908,214»5 23,699,5146

19165‘4#6 0800I IENIRCLEPLNPOIRIOIOIOROROIORPRSS 118’07‘}’77l& 52,018,1{»98 28,361’547

l9‘+6'107 900800000000t can e 1-27,775,l76 56,%3,3710 33,]16,617

1947"lb8 R A R I rrrrry el 109,822,01.1 47,353,001-; 26,776,683

19‘&8-49 I R R R RN RN R RN R N N 90,896,98[} 39,9“,794 20,9&7,620

191#9-50 PREEPBIRCBIRIOeS TR RGO TREEOS 90’082’917 39,7%,%2 19,896,]36

DR .. .00 olinies ousdoneiien <l 106,748,343 46,315,153 24,356,912

1951-52 GeGc0 00RO aeT PO B sRsRRRRGEeD lOlo,h%,OZl u},?n,l& 22,258’32‘

1952-53 [ITETESNER R R R ENERENE EEERRENR] l%’727,87 1}6’776’625 225’609,199

1953'510 es0encsessasssssssesssnsnces 91,855,269 1}0,769,909 20,11‘2,8214

1954-55 E X XX R R PR R YRR NN NN N 92,h%)768 1}0,6%,599 17,692,91#5
1955-56 2/

AU LR+ o st e . v« 7,580, 54,2 3,295,109 1,162,347

September seecesssossocs 8,%9,098 3’513,0’3 1,505,186

OcHGRETIET Siotors.sialolo/slome o o o 7,96",143 3’471,597 13547,2210

November escecccevcasacas 8,307,997 3,640,577 1,341,357

December ss00ssssrsunsare 7,3102,888 3,21‘},933 1,337,400

Januﬂry evssessavevsscnce 7,099,211 3,100,787 1,2.13,809

February ceeccsescecaccses 7,160,710 3,124,518 1,497,615

March @008 s00 00000 7’5%,3"8 3’336’875 1’382,973

Totals seesesccccase 61’087’937 26,697"069 10,987,9]1

Same period 1954-55 (Revised) ..... 63,523,152 27,985,801 11,742,830

1/ Based on Customs retwrns. Exports for the crop years 1945-46—~1954=55 revised to remove effect

of time lag in the returns made by Customs.
2/ Subject to revision.
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UNITED STATES SITUATION

Supply Position Total estimated domestic supplies of wheat for the 1955-56 crop
year, consisting of the July 1 carryover of 1,021.6 million
bushels and the 1955 crop of 938.2 million, amount to some 1,959.8 million bushels,
Imports of wheat from Canada for all purposes during the July—March period of the
current United States crop year totalled 3.5 million bushels as against 1.3 million
during the same months of 1954-55., Domestic disappearance in 1955-56 is placed at
613.0 million bushels, leaving some 1,350,3 million available for export and for
carryover in 1955-56 compared with 1,295.7 million available during 1954-55.

United States Wheat Supplies

Item 195455 1955-56 1/
- million bushels -
Carryover at beginning of crop year (July 1) cececcccss 902.4 1,08L46
NQW Cl‘Op X EF RN NN RENNEREN N IR NN R NN A IR N A L 984.8 %8-2
Total estimated domestic supplieS .eseecccccccccces 1,887.2 1,959.8
Imports of wheat for domestic use, July=—March .ceceeee 1.3 3.5
Total estimated supplies 2/ .esecacsceccocscsrcase 1,888.5 1,963.3
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year 3/ . 592.8 613.0 4/
Available for eJCpOI't and for CAITYOVET' cecscaceccne 1,29507 1335003
Deduct :
Exports of wheat as grain, July-March .eeescecscscese oy B85 170.1
Exports of wheat flour and products in terms of
Wheat, July—March LR N N NI NI B B AR BN R R A N R N B 32'9 35.7
Total exports of wheat, wheat flour and products . 208,7 205.8
Balance on April 1 for export and for Carryover .sceseee 1,087.0 1,144.5
1/ Preliminary.

2/ Excluding imports for April—June period.

3/ Includes allowances for shipments of United States wheat and wheat products to
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, Samoa, Virgin Islands and Wake Island. These
shipments are not included in exports as set out in the table,

4/ Revised.

Exports of wheat, wheat flour and products in terms of grain
equivalent during the July-March period of the current crop year amounted to 205.8
million bushels, about 1 per cent below the 208.7 million exported during the
corresponding period of 1954-55. The balance remaining at April 1 this year for
export and for carryover totalled 1,144.5 million bushels, exceeding by 5 per cent
the 1,087,0 million at the same date last year,
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According to the April 27 issue of the "Wheat Situation", published by
the United States Department of Agricultwre, it is anticipated that exports during
the current marketing year may reach 275 million bushels. With damestic requirements
expected to total about 613 million a total disappearance of some 888 million bushels
is in prospect and a carryover of approximately 1,080 million would be on hand
July 1, 1956,

April Winter In a report released on April 10, the Crop Reporting Board of the

Wheat Crop United States Department of Agriculture stated that winter wheat
Estimate conditions on April 1 indicated a crop of 716 million bushels, This

would be 2 per cent larger than the 1955 crop of 705 million bushels
but 18 per cent less than average. Declines from the prospective production as of
December 1 in Oklahoma and Colorado and in several of the important wheat producing
States of the Corn Belt, and the Pacific Northwest more than offset improved
production prospects in Texas, South Dakota, Idaho, Wyoming,and several minor
producing States,

This has resulted in a decline of 19 million bushels from the December
1 forecast, The indicated yield at 15.9 bushels per seeded acre is the same as the
1955 and 10-year average yields. The current estimate is based on an appraisal of
the April 1 condition of wheat as reported by individual growers and on soil moisture
reserves and other factors affecting crop production. The current estimate of
production assumes normal weather, insect and disease conditions for the remainder of
the crop season, Damage due to dry soil conditions and high winds or beneficial
effects of moisture received after April 1 are not reflected in the estimate of
production or acreage remaining for harvest.

Total abandonment and diversion to uses other than grain is indicated
at 8 million acres, 17.7 per cent of the total acreage seeded for all purposes last
fall and winter, This is slightly less than the per cent indicated last December,
0f the 8 million-acre total, 5.6 million acres are in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and
Colorado., For the United States last year, 10,7 million acres or 24,1 per cent of
the total acreage seeded were lost or diverted.

April 1, 1956 According to a report published by the Crop Reporting Board, United
Wheat Stocks States Department of Agriculture wheat stocks of 1,288 million
Set Record bushels stored in all positions on April 1 are the largest for that
date in the comparable series beginning in 1935. This total is 4
per cent larger than a year earlier, the previous record holdings, and more than
double the 1945-54 April 1 average. The stocks total was more than a third larger
than the 1955 production, reflecting the record large carryover of old wheat on
July 1, a large part of which was Govermment owned. Current stocks are less than
January 1, 1956 stocks by 254 million bushels or 16 per cent.

Off-farm stocks of 1,069 million bushels, 4 per cent larger than a year
earlier, were a record total for the date with holdings at record levels for all off-
farm positions except merchant mills, Of this total, more than nine-tenths was
either owned by the Commodity Credit Corporation or was warehouse-stored wheat under
Government commodity loans., Stocks of wheat on farms at 219 million bushels were
slightly above a year ago with nearly two-thirds of the total under Government loan,

The off-farm total includes 103 million bushels at merchant mills,
468 million at interior mills, elevators and warehouses and 366 million bushels
commercial stocks at terminals. The Commodity Credit Corporation had a record total
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for the date of 132 million bushels stored in bins under CCC control, aboard ships in

the "mothball fleet" and in transit to ports, Other Government-owned wheat is
included in the estimate for the position where stored,

U. 5. Wheat Stocks by Positions, April 1, 1956 with Comparisons

- April 1 April 1 Jan, 1 Aprid L
TeaEEpn 1954, 1955 1956 1956
- thousand bushels -

O, TRIELIAL i ARG b5 45, o s Woo e 296,598 211,592 320,800 218,850
TeI‘minalS 2/ Sev sttt ssentesenecese 298’93‘{‘ 351,913 L}OB’lSl 366,[}12
Commodity Credit Cor. 3/ seeececes 47,483 122,509 141,056 132,022
Merchan‘b l’ﬁ.].ls y &/ s00c0sersssace 1Oh,778 101,1'575 126,878 102,515
Int, Mills, Elev, & Whses. 1/ 5/ . 388, 13§ 47,579 550,101 467,785
Totals (X ERNNE N RN NRRERENENNE NN 1,127,%0 1,235,%8 l’5l+2,016 1’287,581}

1/ Estimates of the Crop Reporting Board.

2/ Commercial stocks reported by Grain Division, AMS, at 44 Terminal cities.

3/ Owned by CCC and stored in bins or other storages owned or controlled by CCC, also
CCC-owned grain in transit; other CCC-owned grain is included in the estimates by
positions,

4/ Mills reporting to the Bureau of the Census, on millings and stocks of flour.

5/ All off-farm storages not otherwise designated for each grain.

Minimum Average On April 23 Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Raft Benson announced
Support Price an increase in the minimum national average support price for
ﬁZEOO Eer Bushel 1956-crop wheat to $2,00 per bushel.

This is in line with the President's farm message of April 16
announcing prompt administrative action to increase farm income, with a minimum wheat
price support of $2.00 per bushel but not less than 82 1/2 per cent of the wheat
parity price. In the event that 82 1/2 per cent of parity as of the beginning of the
marketing year (July 1, 1956) is more than $2,00 per bushel, the support price will
be increased. At present, $2,00 is 83.7 per cent of parity,

Specific support rates by classes and grades for county and terminal
locations will be made available soon, Wheat price support will be carried out, as
in the past, through non-recourse loans and purchase agreements, and will be
available from the beginning of harvest through January 31, 1957. Both wheat
marketing quotas (approved by producers in a referendum June 25, 1955) and acreage
allotments are in effect for the 1956 crop of wheat,

Wheat price support will be available at the full rate in the
commercial area (36 major wheat-producing States) to producers who plant within their
acreage allotments and marketing quotas. In the 12 non-commercial wheat-producing
States, price-support rates will be at 75 per cent of the level available in the
commercial area, as provided by law,

The April 23 announcement, following the President's farm message,
raises the minimum support price for 1956-crop wheat from the $1.81 per bushel level
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(76 per cent of parity) previously announced, For 1955-crop wheat, the national
average support price was $2,08 per bushel or 82 1/2 per cent of parity.

Approximately 318 million bushels of 1955-crop wheat have been put
under price support by producers., Of this total, 274.6 million bushels were put
under loan and 43.5 million bushels under purchase agreements. As of April 11, the
Commodity Credit Corporation had uncommitted inventory stocks of wheat amounting to
an estimated 871,036,000 bushels.

Grain Storage The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced on April 30, the

Bins Purchased purchase of 30,765 circular steel bins with a total capacity of
approximately 100 million bushels for the storage of Commodity

Credit Corporation-owned grain in storage-short areas, primarily in the midwest.

The total cost to CCC for the storage structures is estimated to be
about $30.2 million, including cost of structures, transportation, aml erection at
storage sites, This is an average erected cost of about 30 cents per bushel of
capacity. Bin purchase prices include all costs. In making awards USDA, in addition
to appraising the bid prices, also took into consideration the ability of the bidder
to deliver erected bins to USDA by July 31 and whether or not he was an established
manufacturer of storage bins,

The USDA continued the purchase only of circular-type 3250-bushel
capacity steel bins. This size provides greater flexibility in moving and disposing
of CCC's emergency storage facilities. The circular bins can be taken down for
removal to new sites in the event storage shortages become more acute in other areas,
This feature permits more satisfactory lease negotiations when bin site leases
expire., DBecause of their smaller size, the bins are more suitable for disposal to
farmers when no longer needed by CCC, thus adding to the total of on-farm storage.

When delivery of the bins purchased today is completed late in July,
the CCC will have a total capacity of approximately 984 million bushels in bin-type
storage. In addition, 79.9 million bushels of wheat are stored in 348 ships of the
U,S. Maritime Administration Reserve Fleet at east and west coast anchorages. This
emergency type storage, either in ships or bins, is used only for storage of
govermment-owned grains, It is used only in areas where commercial facilities are
not able to provide ample storage for both producer-and-CCC-owned grains.

The extremely heavy movement of 1955-Crop grains under price support
indicates a major storage problem for CCC this summer and fall, By moving early to
acquire additional storage, the USDA hopes to prevent any tie-up of commercial
facilities that might otherwise be caused by movement of CCC-owned grains, thus
interfering with the orderly marketing of 1956 crops., USDA officials pointed out
that the large quantities of grains in farmer, commercial, and govermment inventories
indicate a continuing tight storage situation as new crops are harvested and moved to
storage. They urged producers to take the needed steps to assure adequate storage
for their own production. Govermment storage facility loans and technical assistance
are available to assist farmers in building grain storage structures.



Cash Wheat Prices on the Kansas City and Minneapolis Markets
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No., 2 Hard Winter, Kansas City

No. 1 Northern Spring, Minneapolis

Date
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Date
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Chicago Wheat Futures, High Points of Closing
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ARGENTINE SITUATION

Supply Position Total estimated supplies of wheat in the Argentine for the crop
year 1955-56 now amount to some 260,3 million bushels, consisting
of the revised December 1, 1955 carryover of 83,2 million bushels and the new crop
of 177.1 million. Supplies of the size indicated are approximately one quarter
below the comparable 1953-54 total of 342.9 million bushels., Combined exports of
wheat as grain and wheat flour in terms of grain equivalent during the four months
December, 1955 to March, 1956 amounted to some 37.1 million bushels as against 47.0
million exported during the corresponding period of the prececeding crop year. The
balance remaining on April 1, 1956 for export and for carryover totalled 87.2 million
bushels, slightly more than half the 163.6 million remaining on April 1, 1955.

Argentine Wheat Supplies

Item 1954-55 1955-56 1/
- million bushels =-

Carryover at beginning of crop year (December 1) 2/ ...... 60.3 B3, 20/

New crop @GO O P ESP OO IS LD PSPPSRI OESILSISIOOIBRBESIESTPCER 282.6y 177.1y

Total estimated domestic supplies eeesececeescescaces 342.9 2BoO.8 87
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year .ecceee 132,3 136.0

Available for export and for CAITYOVEr ..cececsscccee 210.6 124.3 3/

Deduct :

Exports of wheat as grain, December—March ..eeceececeeece 46,6 35.9
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat, Dec,—Mar. .... Oy 1.2
Total exports of wheat and wheat flour .eecceceecceces 47.0 37.1
Balance on April 1 for export and for Carryover ..cececcces 163.6 87.2

1/ Preliminary. 2/ Includes allowances for farm stocks,
3/ Revised. 4/ Official estimate.

The following account of the Argentine situation has been extracted
from a report from Mr. W, F, Hillhouse, Agricultural Secretary, Canadian Embassy,
Buenos Aires, under date of April 18, 1956, and is reproduced with the permission of
the Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce. Where possible,
conversions from Argentine to Canadian measures have been made for the convenience
of our readers. Currency conversions have been made at the rate of 18,00 pesos to
the United States dollar,

Weather and Crops The temperature during much of the past month has been several
degrees cooler than normal and a few light early frosts have
been experienced in some areas. This weather has hindered the development of the
late-sown sunflower crop and govermment officials are recommending that cattle be
turned in on some of the more retarded fields which they feel have no hope of
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reaching maturity, Excellent heavy rains have fallen in much of the cereal zone
providing moisture for newly-sown dual purpose winter grains and permitting the land
to be prepared for further sowings. These rains have benefitted the late-sown corn
but have retarded harvesting of the early fields, Pasture conditions have responded
to these rains and there is optimism that pastures will go into the winter in good
condition thus reducing the drain on grain stocks and reducing the probability of
too extensive grazing of dual purpose crops such as barley, rye, oats and even wheat,

Corn - 1955-56 Crop  In spite of some heavy rainfall corn harvesting has been

favoured generally by the cool weather of the past couple of
weeks., The crop has started to come into the river ports in some volume. Individual
yields have been varying widely but quality is generally very good. Trade estimates
of production still range between 4 1/2 and 5 1/2 million tons (177.2 and 216.5
million bushels) with the majority in the lower end of the bracket. Average yields
would h§ve to be truly exceptional for total outturn to even reach 5 million (196.8
million).

I.N.G.E. came into the market late in March and sold 30,000 tons
(3,149,000 bushels) for June—July shipment at prices between 1,162.26 pesos per ton
($1.64 per bushel) for payment in sterling, etc. to 1,287 pesos ($1.82 per bushel)
for payment in Italian agreement dollars. There is speculation in the trade that
given continuing good weather additional sales may be made for earlier delivery.
Reflecting the excellent prices received for their corn I.N.G.E. increased the price
to producers by 5 pesos (7 cents per bushel) to a total of 70 pesos per 100 kilos
(99 cents per bushel) basis on wagons in port, which of course still leaves them a
very substantial profit to swell the National Recovery Fund.

Qats, Barley and Rye Except for about 27,000 tons (1,751,000 bushels) of oats,

there was practically no sales activity in these grains
during the past month. Strong domestic prices are probably keeping sales to I.N.G.E. at
a low level and possibly result from producers holding their stocks of these grains
in the expectation of seeing the market freed entirely or at least higher producer
prices being set by I.N.G.E. Shipments in March were almost 125,000 tons however,
mostly barley to Germany.

Weather conditions during the past month were particularly favourable
in most zones dedicated to these crops and farmers should be able to get these crops
into the ground and off to a good start unless conditions change drastically., This
same favourable weather is benefitting pasture growth so that both natural and
alfalfa pastures are expected to enter the winter in better than average condition,
Barring abnormal winter weather this should mean that the winter grain crops will
not have to be grazed as heavily as they were last year.

Sales Grain sales during the past month totalled only about 150,000 tons of which
80,000 tons (3,149,000 bushels) were corn, 27,000 (1,751,000 bushels) were
oats and most of the remainder off-grade wheat, Wheat sales amounted to only a
little over 40,000 tons (1,470,000 bushels) almost all of which was inferior, smutty
or off-grade in some manner. Approximately half of the estimated April 1 balance of
87.2 million bushels is committed to Brazil under the existing trade agreement, and
it is generally expected that most, if not all, of the committment will be met either
during this calendar year or very early in 1957. Corn sales were at rather high
prices which reached more than the equivalent of 71 dollars per ton ($1.82 per
bushel) f.o.b. for payment in Italian agreement dollars. The oats sales were to
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several destinations for prices up to 70 dollars per ton ($1.08 per bushel) to
Brazil but less than 49 dollars (76 cents per bushel) for sterling.

Shipment s Total grain shipments for March at 333,000 tons were down slightly from

the previous two months. Exports of wheat at only 208,000 tons
(7,644,000 bushels) were down from previous months and reflected the lack of
shipments to Brazil and the very light shipment to Italy. It is expected that
exports to both these destinations will quicken later in the year. O0f the larch
wheat shipments some 55,000 tons (2,027,000 bushels) went to the United Kingdom,
34,000 (1,246,000 bushels) to Germany and 30,000 (1,088,000 bushels) to the
Netherlands. ALl of the 95,926 tons (4,406,000 bushels) of barley went to Germany,
and Poland took all of the 10,000 tons (394,000 bushels) of rye. A total of almost
16,000 tons (1,037,000 bushels) of oats went to the Netherlands, Belgium, France and
Italy. Wheat shipments for March and for the first four months of the crop year are
given in the following table:

Argentine Wheat Exports, March, 1956 and December, 1955—~March, 1956
with Comparisons

March Dec,, 1955— March Dec., 1955=

Destination 1956 lMarch, 1956 Destination 1956 March, 1956
- thousand bushels - -~ thousand bushels -
BREEEEE oonooaas 386 940 Netherlands .... 1,088 3,248
Be].,gilm eseccces 37 970 Nomy eseecsene lll2 795
Bl‘azil sessccces = l&,687 Paraguay s0ecece 56 227
Chile se®sevccesns = 1,116 PeI'u e8ssescsnses 1}58 1,611
Czechoslovakia . 3% 1,273 Poland eeceeccce 33 13
Demmark seececee 540 1,161 Switzerland .... - 23
Finland eeccecss 220 390 United Kingdom . 2,027 7,740
Germany cesvssvee 1,21}6 8,136
TEalY eevevennes 250 2,892
Japan ssenvecces 67‘} 67‘} Totals csee 7,6“'. 35,898
Same period:
195’&‘55 200G eP et st e e e RetReteRessRntetssesReOt PO RS . 46,591
1953"5# PP 0P S0P P0CERI N0 EENEt00RRRREEIRRCEsOSABOREOERTEOS 3[},3%
1952-53 00 0P PP CCOELOPP PP PRRREENtENERNPEENINELITEROROCERROCEEOERS 5’955
1951-52 P00 CPCP S0P T 000000000000 CEO0ERRCEORCAIDREOIOIOBDOROOILEAES 3,5814»
1950-51 900 0000 00000000000800000c00000000PRIGIEOIBIIOROROROIIEOIOSRES 3‘},211&

AUSTRALIAN SITUATION

Su Position  Total estimated supplies of wheat in Australia for the 1955-56

crop year, consisting of the December 1, 1955 carryover of 91,6
million bushels and the new crop placed at 195.6 million bushels, amount to some
287.2 million, 10 per cent greater than the 1954-55 total of 260,2 million, After
deducting anticipated domestic requirements of 73.2 million bushels, a total of
214,0 million remain available for export ami for carryover during 1955-56,
Comparable supplies in 1954-55 were estimated at 188.8 million bushels,
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Australian Wheat Supplies

Item 1954-55 1955-56 1/
- million bushels -

Carryover, including flour as wheat, at beginning of

Orop }’ear (Decelnber l) CR RN N I RN BN R B BB R B B B ] %.6 91.6
New crop .........I...l...‘..'l."ll"l................ 166.6 195.6
Tota]. eStimated Supplies L BN R B N BN R B B A B 26002 287.2
Less estimated domestic requirements for crop year ... b 2/ 3.2 8
Available for export and for Carryover .cescecceecs 188,8 24.0
Deduct:
Exports of wheat as grain, December l--March 24 ..... 2B.2 21.8
Exports of wheat flour in terms of wheat,
December l—b(al‘ch % X ENE RN I NI A I I B I AR N A I N 12.8 8.8
Total exports of wheat and wheat flour ..eceeccccce 36,0 30.6
Balance on March 25 for export ard for carryover cseee. 152.8 183.4

1/ Preliminary. 2/ Adjusted figure,

Combined exports of wheat as grain and wheat flour in terms of grain
equivalent up to March 24 of the current Australian crop year amounted to 30.6
million bushels, about 15 per cent below the 36.0 million exported during the
corresponding period of the preceding year. The balance on March 25, 1956 for
export and for carryover was estimated at 183.4 million bushels, some 20 per cent
greater than at approximately the same date a year ago.

The following information relative to the Australian situation has
been extracted from a report from Mr. R, W. Blake, Commercial Secretary for Canada,
Melbourne, under date of April 10, 1956 and is reproduced with the permission of the
Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce., Currency conversions
have been made at the rate of £1 equals $2.2415 (Canadian), the quotation in effect
on March 28, 1956.

Sales and Exports According to figures issued by the Commonwealth Statistician,
Australia exported 856,402 tons (31,972,000 bushels) of wheat
valued at £A22 million ($49.3 million) in the seven months ended January, 1956.

This was a fall in both quantity and value compared with the corresponding months of
the previous year, when exports totalled 915,459 tons (34,177,000 bushels) valued at
£42),,1 million ($54 million).

Several notable changes occurred in the pattern of wheat exports
during July—January, 1955-56, Japan's purchases rose from 20,570 tons (768,000
bushels) valued at £4503,000 (81,127,000) to 182,142 tons (6,800,000 bushels) valued
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at £A4.5 million (§10.1 million), Exports to India dropped to practically nothing,
compared with 222,899 tons (8,322,000 bushels) valued at £A5.8 million ($13.0
million) exported during the same period a year earlier. Ixports to Australia's
main market, Britain, increased slightly to 222,729 tons (8,315,000 bushels) valued
at £45.5 million ($12.3 million), New Zealand was Australia's third biggest market,
with 153,350 tons (5,725,000 bushels), valued at £43.9 million ($8.7 million).
Countries which increased their imports of Australian wheat included Cyprus, Malaya,
Iraq and Syria, Much reduced trade occurred with Germany, Ireland, Malta and the
Netherlands,

Total flour exports, compared with the corresponding seven months of
the previous year, rose from 645,757 tons (33,210,000 bushels of wheat equivalent)
valued at £A10,2 million ($22,.9 million) to 776,907 tons (39,955,000 bushels of wheat
equivalent) valued at £A11.5 million ($25.8 million).

Sales A member of the Australian Wheat Board announced that sales of wheat

totalling more than 9 million bushels were made during the early part of
March, Included in the sales were 1.4 million bushels for the local flour trade,
623,000 bushels for the produce trade, approximately 1.2 million bushels of export
flour and nearly 6.4 million bushels of export wheat, Included in the exports were
375,000 bushels of off-grade 19B Pool wheat sold to Japan., Export prospects are
considered to be better than last year, and the Board is hopeful of selling more
wheat on the overseas markets., The scarcity of shippinz and the extremely high
overseas freight rates were the biggest problems facing the Board, So far, the
Wheat Board has sold 39,640,000 bushels out of Australia's quota of 45 million
bushels under the I.W.A. and has until July to sell its full quota,

Stabilization Fund The President of the Victorian Wheat and Wool Growers'

Association, at the opening of the Association's annual
conference held in March, said that faced with a declining export price and a
production cost which has jumped from 6/3d. to 13/1d. (70 cents to $1.47) a bushel
in eight years, wheat growers may soon have to draw on the wheat Stabilization Fund.
In the past two seasons, the industry had been faced with a carryover of 90 million
bushels, with the possibility of an even bigger carryover next season,

Australian Wheat Standard A New South Wales Graziers' Conference decided to seek
the abolition of the Australian f.a.q. wheat marketing
system. The Conference sought to replace it with a:-

No. 1 Standard wheat having a minimum 11 per cent protein, a maximum
12 1/2 per cent water absorption, and a minimum bushel weight of 59 pounds.

No, 2 Standard wheat for all wheats below No, 1 Standard.

Although only two standards had been suggested, more could be added
if it was considered necessary.

Levy on iheat A conference of the Victorian Wheat and Wool Growers' Association
for Research decided to support a proposal by the Australian Wheat Growers!'
Federation to impose a Commornwealth wheat research levy, The levy
will be a maximum of a farthing a bushel on all wheat delivered to the Australian
Wheat Board and will include the 1955-56 season's crop. Recommendations submitted
by the wheat committee and adopted by the Conference include that the amount of the
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levy be determined annually between the Commonwealth and the Federation, and that
the contributions by each State to the fund be credited to that State except when a
State may have a bad year, The fund would be administered by a Commonwealth
comnittee which would make recommendations to the Minister for Primary Industry on
approval of programmes submitted by State committees.

Pastoral Conditions Reports from practically all over Australia indicate that

pastoral conditions have never been better, and prospects
are for a still further increase in production of livestock. Floods are causing
trouble in parts of northern New South Wales and southern Queensland, and more rain
over a wide area would cause a deterioration in pasture quality. Nevertheless, the
general outlook is very good, especially in the more extensive northern pastoral
areas where drought is most cormon,

Coarse Grains Barley Sales - Valuable orders for barley were lost during the
prolonged waterfront strike in Australia in January and February
this year. It is reparted that Japan had cancelled an order for 50,000 tons
(2,334,000 bushels) worth £A1.5 million ($3.4 million) because of the uncertain
delivery, and Continental buyers did not show any interest while the strike was on.

Since the end of the strike on February 15, buyers have been active
and several thousand tons of milling and feed barley have been sold to the
Continent, Japan has also placed an order for 21,000 tons (980,000 bushels),
bringing sales to that country, for the current season, to 125,000 tons (5,834,000
bushels), about half of what the Board expected to sell to Japan,

Record Crops in The President of the West Australian Farmers' Union stated at
Western Australia the annual conference that \estern Australian farmers had

produced record crops of barley and oats this season. Final
crop figures are expected to be about 4.2l million bushels of six-row barley and
10,12 million bushels of oats, The President said that farmers could plan their
barley and oats seeding programs in the knowledge that there would be storage space
for these grains this season,

Sales in Western Of the 4.5 million bushels of oats already delivered to the
Australia pool, more than 2,5 million bushels have been sold at a price

that will average 6/6d. (73 cents) a bushel, less only
individual growers' rail freights. Germany has bought nearly all the oats exported
from Western Australia this season. The remainder went to England, Ireland and the
Netherlands, Negotiations for the sale of a further 750,000 bushels of oats and
250,000 bushels of barley are proceeding. It was stated that Germany was willing
to pay 1/- (11 cents) a bushel more for oats from Western Australia than from
elsewhere,

Sorghum It is expected that total production of sorghum from the 1956 crop in

Queensland will be at least 4.5 million bushels from about 165,000
acres, Approximately 180,000 acres were sown, but flooding reduced the acreage
that could be harvested. This compares with the 1955 crop of 4.5 million bushels
from 180,000 acres harvested.
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Exports of Australian Wheat and Wheat Flour in Terms of Wheat, December 1
March 24, 1955-56 and Corresponding Period 1954-55

Destination

Wheat,

Wheat Flour

1954~55

1955-56 1954-55 1955-56

Aden and Aden I/T ceceecccncenes
Belgim COXgo @8 0ses PO EBONIPRPEN
BOrneo scecececccececcceccrcnnce
British North Borneo ceececceces
British Somilm L K K B B B Y
British West Indies seasescnccoe
Bnmei Qe ee et eP o o8P REOsbOorersd
Bm @0 PO ISV eRarrOeTr N
Ceylon 000208006900t sBeO B
Cocos Islands @0ss000s000sss0s0e
Cyprus R R rrere
Dutch New Guinea e0secsscscosccce
Egypt e0ecssnesssecsrennseccccsse
Egypt (a/c War Office) ceeeeceee
Eire L B B O RN B B R L )
French Somaliland e0eccsccsvccse
Gem P90 SaassOP LIRSS NOSOEPEBIOEIEIYS
Hmhrm‘lt GO0 PPt rLPrOsORrRVOR R
Hong KONg cecescescsccscccccccne
Hong Kong (General) .eeeccsccces
How Kom (a/c War Office) XXX
Imia @O P PO OO P OPE PRI SN
RREBALE .occovesosonnonsensons
Iraq L BB AL B OE 3N R 3R AL AR K B JE L IR B BN B BE AN IR L BN N ]
It&ly S0eessssrescssssscsssansnes
Japm GO 8 OGS P O OP IS SO OPREO S
Jordm QPO tetsas et N
Kure (a/c War Office) cocssssese
Lebanon .seesescecssessccccccacs
h.bya 0P 0SB 2PRR SOt Ot
IOERO) wiate)stote iaio Bhalire o i3 Slals sreia o7s oiose. e
maya S 0890 S00 89 PseesBas s
Malaya (General) ecececescececces
Malaya (a/c War Office) eeceecess
mta OB SOOI PSIRCEOLERPTESBSSERBOLS SR
Netherlands secececeeccececcccces
Mamtiu L 0 R IR A B I B B Y B I )
New zedm QOO DPOOBOICEIESIOILPOIOPOS
Nyas&land ®00svcscssrsesenacssen
Pacific Islands seecccccccvcccscs
Palestlne cenesssscesccosseccsse
PeRrsaanl GUIE (oiilsisle c.os als s 20 s0cess
Philippine LRGSR co00scoscoses
POIM SO OPOLEPLPLPIIPIPBOELELED Ot
POMiCherry etrcscesrrsccnnncnce

- thousand bushels -

6 630 195
1 -

2
56 L7

- 3
38 L9

9 6

262 16
2,782 1,694

[ I S R I I |
S

U e (101 0 (A A |
1
B wal8

110
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Exports of Australian wheat and Wheat Flour in Terms of Wheat, December 1l—
March 24, 1955-56 and Corresponding Period 1954-55 (concluded)

Destinati Wheat wheat Flour
BT ST, 1954-55 1955-56 1954-55  1955-56
- thousand bushels -

e Sadd fa/Ci8/8) ciecciscrnes - - 18 16
Portuguese East Africa seseces.s i37 56 iy -
Portuguese India (GOA) sescseves 27 - 39 -
Rhodesia 000 RReeeRReeOOOOIOELELES 1,025 659 — ‘=3
Roumania @t scsscserecscsrsescecncs %3 e - -
Sarawak ®eecescccccssseccsssccsven L = 71" ll'5
Saudi Arabia 0000 cssccsccvsse 59 37 73 -
SeyChe]J.eB ISHATAE o o'eleise coresioes = = 16 9
Slldan ®esss0sscsnsscscsnesesnace - o 298 92
Syria @0sssssssscsssseanccscncncse -5 338 %4 il
Ta-hiti [ EERERENERERERENEREERERE RN e — 61 62
Thailand (SiM) ¢ecsecsssescscass 2 2 Z&9 Z(B
Timor 900000000 sesnenntonssesnr e I "N 7 2
United Kingdcm Ceavscvsssecseenen 6,198 6,1}78 1,393 M?
Yemen ssevscsssesssecssscncncases e = 3 =
Yugoslavj-a S0 0e0seevtsssecsencscae - = y =
Zanzibar essscsvesnesenessssnanse 2 1&0 151 =
Royal Navy @8 ecesssessscrscsccocn l} - 6 7
SREPE! BHOTEE .eeciocdscsctinisee - - L1 51

0 e BN 23,210 2,798 12,800 8,800

1/ Less than 500 bushels.,

FRENCH SITUATION

The following account of the current crop situation in France has
been extracted from a report provided by Miss V., F, Wightman, Commercial Secretariat,
Canadian Embassy, Paris, under date of April 20, 1956, and is reproduced with the
permission of the Trade Commissioner Service, Department of Trade and Commerce,
where possible, conversions from French to Canadian measures have been made and
rounded for the convenience of our readers. Currency conversions have been made at
the rates of one franc equals ,00285 and one £ equals 2,8019 Canadian dollars, the
rates in effect on March 28, 1956.

The French Ministry of Agriculture has released statistics on the
extent of grain sowings as at Aprill. The area sown to wheat is only half that at
the same time last year, and reflects the extent of destruction from the February
frosts, On the other hand, barley which is replacing wheat on many of the resown
fields, shows almost double last year's acreage. The Ministry's estimates are as
follows:
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wheat - 2,460,000 hectares (6.1 million acres) (including 990,000 hectares
(2.4 million acres) in rather poor condition as a result of frost
damage), compared with 4,435,000 hectares (11.0 million acres) last
April 1;

barley - 1,095,000 hectares (2.7 million acres)(including 95,000 hectares
(235,000 acres) in poor condition) against 647,000 hectares (1.6
million acres) in April, 1955;

rye - 360,000 hectares (889,000 acres) (including 110,000 hectares
(272,000 acres) in poor condition) against 404,000 hectares (998,000
acres) last April;

cats - 1,390,000 hectares (3.4 million acres)(including 77,000 hectares
(190,000 acres) in poor condition), against 1,610,000 hectares (4.0
million acres) last April.

The Ministry of Agriculture recently published a map showing the
principal areas of damage to wheat from the February frosts, There are three
regions where they estimate destruction at 90 per cent and over; (1) the important
grain district surrounding Paris; (2) departments of the Lorraine in the Northeast
of the country; and (3) districts surrounding the city of Orleans on the Loire
River in the central western part of the country. Areas suffering 80 to 90 per
cent frost destruction lie in contiguous zones in the main wheat regions of
Northern France, The main damage was therefore caused to the prosperous wheatlands
in the North half of the country where yields are the highest and where a large
portion of the crop is produced each year.

This is confirmed in a recent statement by the Wheat Producers
Association who claim that frost damage was severe in all but the extreme West of
the country. They state that damage ranges from 80 to 100 per cent in the wheat
zone surrounding Paris, the South-West and the Center; damage of 50 to 60 per cent
is reported from the Center West and the Southwest,

Brief by Producers As a consequence of the extent of damage, the Wheat Producers
Association Association has presented a brief to the Prime Minister,

Pointing out that farm income has not increased by the 8 per
cent per year promised by the previous goverrment and that, consequently,
agriculture is not in a position to bear the losses resulting from the frosts, the
Association asks for a higher level of price for 1956 wheat. They suggest this be
implemented by:

(1) basing the price calculations on the year 1951 instead of as at
present on 1953, thus taking into account the higher costs which occurred in the
interval; this would result in an increase of 10 per cent in the price;

(2) by suspension for the 1956 crop of the levy on farmers!
marketings to offset export losses;

(3) by the full application of clauses in the Grain Plan which would
increase the price by another 9 per cent,

They request further that since barley replaces wheat on a considerable mumber of
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the destroyed fields, it should be supported at a guaranteed price 70 to 75 per
cent that of wheat, by vesting the Grain Board with its monopoly. They ask also
that sums be set aside to cover subsidies on the barley export surplus which they
estimate at slightly over 1 million tons (45.9 million bushels) and which would
probably cost from 6 to 8 billion francs (up to $23 million) to move,

They also suggest that the 8 billion francs ($23 million) at present
devoted to the subsidy on bread be withdrawn and turned over to the Mutual Guarantee
Fund towards the support not only of the grain market but also of other products
which may increase this season due to destruction of the wheatfields, i.e. potatoes.
Furthermore, they ask that the 17 billion francs ($48 million) of govermment funds
which would have been used to subsidize wheat exports from the 1956 crop be devoted
to build up the Fund for future use,

Recent Measures Certain measures have been taken by the goverrment, resulting
by the Goverrment from the frost damage to grain fields. On February 22 the

goverrment prohibited further use of wheat for feed except
types which could not be milled and the limited quantities (8 per cent of
individual deliveries) which small-scale farmers might take back from the Board in
place of their export at world prices. On March 26 this prohibition was lifted, as
it became evident that stocks in the country were adequate,

The govermment has announced that it will shortly bring in new
legislation designating the Grain Board as the sole marketing agency far barley, as
requested by producers; this measure is to guarantee an assured price and prevent
any break in the market which might result from a heavy barley crop grown on the
destroyed wheat fields. At the same time, the govermnment confirmed that the
official price for 1956 barley would be 2,500 francs per quintal ($l.55 per bushel),
as against 2,350 ($1.46) last season.

In order to aid the seeding of corn, which is expected to be more
extensive this Spring because of the Winter frost damage, the govermment has
announced a subsidy of 3,000 francs per quintal ($2.17 per bushel) on seed. At the
same time, the Minister of Agriculture has stated that the official price at which
the Grain Board will buy corn of the 1956 crop will be retained at last season's
level of 3,600 francs per quintal ($2.61 per bushel),

The decree authorizing the subsidy of 1,200 francs per quintal (93
cents per bushel) on seed wheat has now appeared, and also confirmation of the
exoneration from the marketing quota of all deliveries under 200 quintals (735
bushels) - see last month's report. The cost of this latter measure is stated by
the Ministry to amount to 3.5 billion francs ($10 million).

In order to prevent any speculation on imported seed wheat, the
government fixed the margin allowed to importers at 272 francs per quintal (21 cents
per bushel) for Manitoba wheat and 242.5 francs (19 cents per bushel) for the
Florence Aurore from Morocco for discharging from ship placing on rallcars etc.,
plus 124 francs and 132 francs (9.6 and 10,2 cents), respectively, on internal
distribution.

Grain Council Review A recent meeting of the Central Council of the Grain Board
reviewed the present market situation and measures taken
following the frost damage, A total of 151,300 tons (5,559,000 bushels) of wheat
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had been imported to cover seed requirements for Spring sowings, divided as follows:
78,600 tons (2,888,000 bushels) from the Scandinavian countries, 37,000 tons
(1,360,000 bushelss from Morocco and 35,700 (1,312,000 bushels) from Canada and the
United States. The Council estimated that total seed in the country could permit
sowings of around 850,000 hectares (2,1 million acres).

Regarding durum wheat, they reported as follows: "Domestic
requirements (of Durum) in France are normally estimated at 380,000 tons (13,963,000
bushels), to which should be added another 35,000 tons (1,286,000 bushels) due to
greater consumption of alimentary pastes during the unusually cold Winter,
Availabilities in France amount to only 16,300 tons (599,000 bushels) and there are
only 327,000 tons (12,019,000 bushels) available in North Africa. The apparent
deficit thus amounts to around 70,000 tons (2,572,000 bushels). Arrangements are
being considered for the purchase of 31,000 tons (1,139,000 bushels) of durum wheat
from Canada and Argentina, In addition, Tunisia will buy 10,000 tons (367,000
bushels) from Spain, and Algeria 25,000 tons (919,000 bushels) from Canada."

The Council also reviewed the grain situation in North Africa:

(a) export surpluses:

soft wheat ..... 4,600,000 bushels from Morocco
durum wheat .... 6,496,000 n " Algeria

" e 1,642,000 " " Tunisia

" W Lkew 3,880,000 n " Morocco
BaPLEY “sado e 14,697,000 i " Morocco

(b) import requirements:

soft wheat ..... 2,815,000 bushels for Tunisia
DArley eeeeecnes 919,000 " " Algeria
barley cececeece 2,935,000 ! " Tunisia

Purchase of United The press reports that the International Cooperation

States Wheat Administration (I.C.A.), Washington has allocated France $9
million for the purchase of wheat, This is understood to be

mainly Red Winter wheat, which the trade values at around $60 ($1.63 per bushel)

Atlantic port, and would result in a quantity of about 150,000 tons (5,512,000

bushels), The wheat is payable in francs with the counterpart funds to be used as

U.S. aid to a third country.

On April 13, the French Grain Board received tenders on the first
100,000 tons (3,674,000 bushels) and bids on 75,000 tons (2,756,000 bushels) were
accepted at undisclosed prices., The wheat specified was Red Winter No. 1 or 2 or
Soft White No. 1 or 2, for embarcation April 15 to May 15.

The Grain Board has also been authorizing purchase of small
quantities of Winter wheat seed for next Fall's sowings; several thousand tons are
reported purchased from Great Britain at a price of £,7/10 ($133) cif Channel port.

The press reports that a cargo of 6,200 tons (228,000 bushels) of
Manitoba No. 2 which arrived at Le Havre in mid April is being offered to millers,
It had been bought originally for seed but arrived too late for this use,
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French Supplies of Soft Wheat

Item 195455 1955-56 1/
- million bushels -

Commercial carryover, August 1 ceecececcscscocsccscecse 30.4 51.7
Anticipated Deliveries to Grain Board eseceseceesscscss 25,1 275.6 2/

Totﬂ Comercj-d supp]-ies PO 8 608 O OGP GO OePEE R NS eas 289.& 327.3
Less domestic requirements for Crop year cececescescces 183.7 188

Available for export and CArYyoOVEr sesecssccsccsce 105.2 143.6
Deduct exports of wheat and flour in wheat equivalent

Allgust—Febmx'y FE R RN NN NI NN I A AN I AR R A BB A B 57.9 66.83/
Balance March 1 for export and cCarryover .seescesccccsece 4L7.9 76.7
l/ Preliminary.

2/ Official estimate of Central Council of the Grain Board.

3/ Comprising 61.1 million bushels for Foreign countries and 5.7 million bushels
for French Union - including exports of flour in wheat equivalent of 12.1
million bushels.

Source: private estimate based on French Grain Board figures,

Principal Markets The following countries have been the chief markets for French
wheat amd flour during the 1955-56 crop year to date.

Principal Markets for Wheat amd Flour, August 1, 1955—February 29, 1956

Countries 1954-55 1955-56 Countries 1954-55 1955-56
- thousand bushels - - thousand bushels -
BEFLON o\ cenosies 1,160 1,343 Poland eecesoces 7,699 10,971
Dermark eeescecee 5,761 2,815 Portugal ececees - 1,443
Germany eescsces 5,540 11,044 Sweden seveecsce - 1,592
HEmgREy L % 5. o s 9,593 1,312  Switzerland .... 1,69, 2,867

Netherlands .... 265 4,874  United Kingdom . 8,481 15,290
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Monthly Wheat and Flour Exports, August 1—February 29, 1955-56
and the Corresponding Period in 1954-55

Month Foreign Countries French Union Total
1954-55 1955=56  1954=55  1955-56 1954=55  1955-56
- thousand bushels -

August cecceccccese 2,171 5,217 1,078 610 3,249 5,887
September teecvescase 3,108 3 ,lozb 1,066 667 h,l?h 3 ,771
OctOber eecosevcscce h’882 7,750 1’152 881} 6,@1} 8’635
November seeccecesss 5,163 9,261 978 588 6,142 9,869
December ...ceccese 8,095 8,409 921 1,209 9,016 9,618
SEEEY . 00000 15,194 16,086 739 943 15,933 17,029
Februvary ..ccecce.. 12,603 11,229 701 803 13,304 12,032

Totals ,eecsee 54,816 61,136 6,636 5,705 57,852 66,841

April 10
s
16

18

25

May 3

CALENDAR OF WHEAT EVENTS

The United States Department of Agriculture estimates the winter wheat
crop for harvest in 1956 at 716 million bushels,

Navigation on the Great Lakes was declared officially open for the 1956
season.

President Eisenhower vetoed the farm bill which called for price supports
at 90 per cent of parity.

Total stocks of Canadian wheat in all North American positions as at
March 31, 1956 were estimated by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics at
751.6 million bushels.

United States wheat stocks in all positions on April 1, 1956 were
estimated at 1,288 million bushels,

The United States Secretary of Agriculture announced an increase in the
minimum national average support price for 1956-crop wheat to $2.00 per
bushel.

Agreement was reached at the United Nations Wheat Conference to open for
signature a new International Wheat Agreement to come into force on
August 1, 1956,

Speaking in the House of Commons the Right Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of
Trade and Commerce, announced that the initial price to be paid on wheat

for the crop year beginning August 1, 1956 would remain at $1.40 per bushel,
basis No, 1 Manitoba Northern in store Fort William~Port Arthur or Vancouver.

Continued from page 8

There is little information, now, on the wheat stem rust races present

but varietal reaction indicates that races 15B and 29 are both prevalent. The
significance for areas farther north of the above information appears to be that there
is enough rust in the Texas area to cause widespread infection on oats and winter
wheat., The number of spores in the air over Texas in March was relatively high and
the recent turbulence of the atmosphere in that region probably ensures wide
distribution of the spores,”
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