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NOTICE 

It has been the practice of the Bureau of Statistics 1  since 1920, to issue an annual 
printed report on the Mineral Production of Canada. This report was comprised to a large 
extent of the data which had already been issued in bulletin form as statistics for each 
industry were completed. The final report wasnecessarily late in being issued, and its 
main use was for library purposes and for historical research. It also had the advantage 
of having complete statistics of the Canadian Mining Industry for a yeai' in one volume. 

Such a procedure necessitated the preparation of new manuscript, duplication of 
proof-reading, and extra costs in type-setting  and printing. In order to avoid this extra 
cost, a system has been devised whereby libraries and other similar organizations may 
file the separate reports in a ring binder as issued, and if they so desire, may have them 
bound in a volume when the series for the year is complete. 

The reports have been paged in such a manner that when bound they will correspond 
to the chapters of the annual printed report hitherto issued, but which will now be discon- 
tinued. 

The following reports will constitute the rorip1ete voliinin on Mineral Statistics I 

Canada: 
A General Review of the Mining Indus c 

B The Gold Mining Industry 
C The Silver-Lead-Zinc Mining Industry 
D The Nickel-Copper Mining, Suelting and Refining Industry 
E The Miscellaneous Metal Mining Industry 
F The Non-ferrous anelting and Refining Industry 
G The Coal Mining Industry 
H The Natural Gas and Crude Petroleum Industry 
I The Asbestos Mining Industry 
J The Feldspar and Quartz Mining Industry 
K The Gypsum Industry 
L The Peat Industry 
M The Salt Industry 
N The Talc and Soapstone Industry 
0 The Miscellaneous Industrial or Non-metallic Minerals Mining Industry 
P The Cement Manufacturing Industry 
Q The Clay and Clay Products In'futry 
R The Lime Industry 
S The Sand and Gravel Industry 
T The Stone Industry 
U Contract Diamond Drilling in 	 IL 

V Appendix - Explanatory notes on the method of rr:IuUflI h 
ties and values of the Mineral Produrtin nf 
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II ILl ASBESTOS MINING INDUSTRY 

1949 

l'roducers' shipments of asbestos during 1949 were 
574,10( tons valued at $39,746,072 compared with 716,769 
tons worth $42,231,415 during the previous year. AU of the 
production caine from Quebec mines. Output was seriously cuz-
tailed in the first half of the year as several mines were idle 
because of the labour strike which extended from February to 
June. 

The asbestos mining Industry employed an average of 
4,053 persons who received $10,569,071 in salaries and wages. 
Fuel and electricity cost $1,499,439, which included 134,943,408 
k.w.h. of electricity valued at $898,829. Process supplies and 
containers cost $4,668,869. 

Since 1878 nearly all the asbestos produced in Canada 
has come from the areas of serpentinized rock in the Eastern 

Townships, Quebec. During 1949 the Canadian Johns-Manvjlle 
Co. Ltd. developed an ore deposit in Munro township near 
Rainore, Ontario. It is expected that this mine will be produc-
ing milled fibres in 1950. 

Asbestos is used for a great variety of purposes, the 
principal products being cloth, brake linings, clutch facings, 
packings, insulation, mill-board, siding, shingles, roofing, tile 
and pipes. 

Price quotations of asbestos, December, 1949, were: 
crude No. 1, $960-$1,050 per ton: crude No. 2, $492-$550; 
spinning fibres, $2324475; shingle fibres, $95.50-$141; paper 
stocks, $78.50-$88; waste, $58;  shorts, $27452. 

TABLE 1. Principal Statistics of the Asbestos Mining Industry, 1947-1949 

- 1947 

9 

1948 

11 

1949 

15 
• 	or of employees: 

488 528 624 
4,397 4,431 3,429 
4,885 4,959 4,053 

nes and wages: 
Iarles ........................................................................................S 1, 234. 624 1,569,991 1,892,068 

Sages ............ . .............................................................................. $ 7,930.826 10,566,624 8,677,003 

Numberoffirins .................................................................................... 

Total ......................................................................................... $ 9, 165. 450 12.136,615 10, 5419, 071 

:ninistratlVe...................................................................................
rkmen...........................................................................................
total ........................................................................................... 

Selling value of products' .................................................................... $ 33,015,965 42,278,721 39,784,651 
Cost of purchased fuel and electricity ....................................................$ 2,031,045 2,085,673 1.499.439 
Cost of process supplies 2  ................................................. . .................. $ 2,650,382 3,068,607 2,556.226 
Cost of containers .............................................................................. $ 2, 143,038 2.702,622 2. 112, 643 
Net value of sales .............................................................................. $ 26,191,500 34,421,819 33,616,343 

1. Includes value of sand and gravel. 
2. Explosives, drill steel, etc. 

TABLE 2. ProductIon, and Shipments of Asbestos by Canadian Mines, 1948 and 1949 

1948 1949 

Shinments Shipments 
Grade 

Production Production 
Quantity 

Selling value, 
f.o.b. shipping Quantity 

Selling value, 
f.o.b. shipping 

point' point 1  

tons tons $ tons tons $ 

848 977 594,594 749 652 420,188 
29,879 30,708 6,979,999 23,184 22,644 6,088,803 

125,539 126,024 13.014,845 107,665 106,898 12,928,710 
86. 777 85.221 5,948,866 66,712 65,041 5,446, 190 

liingle stocks........................................................... 

140,736 140,140 6,807,448 105,629 105,998 6,209,266 

rude ......................................................................
;pinning stocks ......................................................... 

aper stocks............................................................. 

312,191 313,104 8,545,078 254,508 260,705 8,413,478 
Yaste, stucco or plaster .............................................. 

20. 720 20.595 340,645 12,357 12,968 239,437 
efuse or shorts ........... ............................................. 

;and 	....................................................................... 

716,690 716,769 42, 231,475 570,804 574,906 39,746,072 Total....................................................................

:1 stone (waste rock only) 2 ............................... 44, 165 44. 165 47,246 35,291 35,291 38,579 

• Includes value of containers $2,702,622 in 1948 and $2,112,643 in 1949. 
'his production Is included in the Sand and Gravel Industry. 



1-4 	 MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA 

TABLE 3. Tonnage of asbestos rock mined and milled, 1947-191 

1941 1948 1949 

Rock pijnj .......................................................................................... 

Rock milled.......................................................................................... 
9,837,045 

7,740.828 

10.759,016 

7,894,461 

8,218,045 

5,671,085 

TABLE 4. Shipments of asbestos by Canadian mines, 1940-194 

Year Tons Selling value Year Tons Selling value 

$ $ 

1940 .............................................. 346,805 15,619,865 1945 ............................................. 466.896 22.805.157 

1941 .............................................. 477,846 21,468,840 1946 ............................................. 558, 181 25,240,562 

1942 .............................................. 439.459 22,663,283 947 ............................................. 661,821 33,005,748 

1943 .............................................. 467,196 

. 

23.169,505 1948 ............................................. 716,769 
. 

42.231,415 

1944 .............................................. .419,265 
. 

20.619,516 1949 ............................................. .574,906 
. 

39,746,072 

TABLE 5. Shipments of asbestos by Canadian mines, by months, 1949 

Month Short tons Month Short tons 

January ......................................................... 48,872 kuguSt ......................................................... .72,114 
February ....................................................... 26, 148 ptember ..................................................... 71,962 

11,770 )ctober ........ ................................................ 72, 15'? 

16 , 002 

. 

November ..................................................... 77,354 
March ............................................................ 

22,713  

. 

lecember ..................................................... 61,961 

. 

April ............................................................. 
May............................................................... 

29 , 117  June.............................................................. 
64,735 Total......................................................... 74.9O 

TABLE 6. Number of workmen, by months, 1948 and 1949 (Administration and office employees not included) 

Mine Mill 

Sw-face Underground Month 
Male Female 

Male Female Male 

1948 

January ....................................................................................... 1,755 28 586 1,960 	2 
1,740 28 615 1,961 	2 
1,744 28 616 1,975 	2 
1,857 28 608 1,867 	2 
1,895 28 613 1,876 	2 
1,941 28 629 1,866 	2 
1,954 28 619 1,863 	2 

February ...................................................................................... 

1,984 21 660 1,809 	2 
1,938 

. 

21 660 1,87 '? 	- 

May............................................................................................. 
June............................................................................................ 

1,930 21 679 1.873 	2 

July .... ........................................................................................ 

1,864 21 691 1,877 	2 

March .......................................................................................... 
April ........................................................................................... 

August......................................................................................... 

November..................................................................................... 
1,818 21 682 1,861 

September ................... .................................................................. 
October ....................................................................................... 

1,870  25 638 1.896 
December..................................................................................... 
Average .................................................................................... 

1949 
1, 80 1 28 776 1,905 
1,130 28 621 1,379 
507  14 185 282 	2 
518  14 208 352 	2 

January ....................................................................................... 
February ...................................................................................... 

566  15 219 364 	2 
1,119 14 498 609 	- 
1,783  27 811 1.906 
1,824 29 886 1.903 	2 

March.......................................................................................... 
April ........................................................................................... 

1 , 802 29 900 1,891 	2 

May ............................................................................................ 
June............................................................................................ 

1,855 29 941 1,878 	2 

July ............................................................................................ 
August......................................................................................... 

1,791 29 985 1.894 

September .............................................................................. ....... 
October ................................................................................. ....... 

1,773 29 1,009 1,866 	2 
November..................................................................................... 
December..................................................................................... 

Average .................................................................................... 1,579 24 671 1,353 	2 
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r .BLE 7. Taxes paid by the asbestos mining industry, 1948 and 1949 

1948 

Dominion income tax, including tax on non-operating revenue ..... .................................................. . 2.276,904 
Dominion excess irofits t&x .................................................................................................. . 294, 707 
Provincial taxes: 

Mining taxes paid on net profits from production, including portion paid to municipality 	 621,779 
Corporation Income tax where levied In aidition to mining tax ................................................... . ....3.802 
Taxes paid on capital and places of business ........................................................................ ...27. 781 
Acreage taxes ................................................................................- ............................... ....1,313 

Total Iwovincial ............................................................................................................ .. 654.675 

Municipal taxes: 

Based on property valuation ............................................................................................... . ...260.105 

Grand total taxes Paid ................................................................................................... . 3,486,391 

1949 

$ 

2,570, 677 

1,033.772  

2,064 

39,569 

3,426 

1.079.821 

322,288 

3,971.786 

TABLE 8. Specified miscellaneous expenditures by the asbestos mining industry, 1947-1949 

1941 1948 1949 

$ $ $ 

Workman's compensation ........................................................................ 516,892 629,706 367,005 

.61,206 7,611 69,492 

5,537,967 4.403,7:35 4,711,991 

rnemp1oyment insurance .........................................................................

A,gregate cost of all Supplies purchased.................................................... 

1,528,018 2,214,179 1,886,039 Aregate cost of plant and equipment purchased .........................................

Cst. of buildings, machinery and equipment erected or installed during the year 2,529,932 3,936.471 3,837,299 

TABLE 9. Imports and exports of asbestos and asbestos products, 1948 and 1949 

1948 1949 

Tons $ Tons $ 

Imports 

Asbestos clutch facings for automobiles, motor vehicles and chassis - 218. 202 - 221.208 
Asbestos brake linings for automobiles, motor vehicles and chassis - 649,896 - 439,616 
Asbestos brake linings and clutch facings, n.o.p. ....................................... - 83,724 - 60,641 
Asbestos in any form other than crude, and all msnufactures of, fl.O.P - 2,692, 085 - 1,729,200 
Asbestos packing ................................................................................. 

. 

108,092 128 145,695 

Total............................................................................................. 

.89 

-.  3,751,979 - - 

E x,,o:ts 

Asbestos (crude) .................................................................................. .872 557,127 631 416,245 
Asbestos milled fibres .......................................................................... 237,077 25,552,254 181,641 22,768,836 

.452,493 15.289,675 352,718 13,748,662 

- 261,477 - 189,377 

-  18,2:34 - 43,753 

hestos waste, refuse and shorts............................................................

-\ bestos brake lining facings .................................................................

\bestos packing.................................................................................. 

-  300,448 - 131,47'? \bestoa manufactures n.o.p................................................................... 

Total............................................................................................... - 41,979,215 - 37,298,349 

- 

I 
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TABLE 10. World production of asbestos, by countries 1 . in metric tons (U.S. Bureau of Min'' 

Country 1945 1946 1947 1948 

Argentina ........................................................................................... 153 2 2 2 

Australia: 

New South wales ............................................................................... 

. 

2.674 241 290 2 

South Australia ................................................................................. 7 8 40 40 

Tasmania........................................................................................ 

. 

281 - - - 

Western Australia .............................................................................. 

. 

1,109  380 1.069 977 

Bolivia (exports) .................................................................................. 61 - 76 147 

2 2 3 10 

. 

423. 559 506,371 600,391 650,239 

313 280 2 2 Chile.................................................................................................. 

2 2 2 2 China................................................................................................. 

3,125 5.993 6.369 8.108 

Egypt................................................................................................. 50  

. 

. 

65 1,015 1.625 

4 .1 97  5,781 2 2 

400 575 475 2 

Finland 6  ............................................................................................. 

France................................................................................................ 

480  446 790 

tndia.................................................................................................. 833 312 123 2 

5,222 8,814 10.468 Italy................................................................................................... 

8.044 3,997 3,708 4.590 

389 165 582 2 

Brazil ................................................................................................ 

Canada (sales)4 .................................................................................... 

1,303 7 - - 

1 1 'i 8 

Cyprus(exports) ................................................................................... 

Madagascar.......................................................................................... 

2 - - - 

20 12 2 2 

French Morocco .................................................................................... 

51,119 50.686 49,073 62.502 

Japan ................................................................................................. 

Swaziland............................................................................................ 21,243 29.155 25.360 29.421 

Kenya ................................................................................................ 

Korea................................................................................................. 

35 40 - - 

New Zealand........................................................................................ 

138 55 2 203 

Fortugal..............................................................................................

Southn Rhodesia................................................................................. 

25,597 18,348 27.344 41. 4i0 

Switzerland.......................................................................................... 

11 . 091  12,769 21,804 33,64 

Turkey................................................................................................

Union of South Africa.............................................................................

United atea (sold and used) .................................................................. 

2 65 293 Venezuela........................................................................................... 

Total (estimate).............................................................................. 632,400  725.600 866.800 989,400 

1. In addition to countries listed asbestos is produced in A1gera. I ilara, Czech 	r.'akia, Vicarclz and 	Etimat" an ineIud 
total. 

2. Data not available; estimate included In total. 
3. Estimate. 
4. Exclusive of sand, gravel and stone (waste rock on)y, 
5. January to September inclusive. 
6. Includes asbpstos flour. 
7. South Korea only. 
8. Less than 1 ton. 



TUE ASBESTOS MINING INDUSTRY 	 I-? 

Irirectory of firn,s in the Canadian asbestos mining industry, 1919 

of Firm 	 I 	Head Office or Genera] Office 	 I 	Location of Mine 

Quebec: 

Asbestos Corporation Ltd ..................................... Thetord Mines 	.................................................. hetford Mines, Black Lake,Coleraine, 
Hell Asbestos Mines Ltd ...................................... Thetford Mines .................................................. rhetford Tp. 
Huckland Mines Ltd' ...........................................12 Cote du Palals, Quebec ................................... 't. Luc. 

Canadian Johns-Manvllle Co. Ltd ........................... Sun Life Building, Montreal .................................. sbestos. 

oleraine. 
Thetford 	Mines .................................................. .hetford Mines. 

92 Perrault St., Rouyn ......................................... oleraine. 

Johnson's Company ............................................ ..Thetford Mines................................................... hetford Mines, Coleraine. 

Giliront Mines Ltd' .............................................

International Asbestos Co. Ltd ' .60 Wellington St. North, Sherteooke ........................ St. Adrien de Ham. 

820 Transportaon Building, Montreal .................... Norbestos. 

Coleraine Asbestos Co. Ltd .................................. 

Potash Company of Aniurica' ................................ 

231 Notre Dame Ouest, Montreal ............................ 

321 	First 	National 	Ilank 	Bldg.. Denver, Colorado, Ireland Tp. 

Flintkote Mines Ltd 	............................................ 

.olerajne Tp. 

Nicolet Asbestos Mines Ltd .................................. 

Paradis, 	J. 	Albert 1  ............................................. hetford. 

St. Odelon, Dorchester ........................................ 

. 

orchester. La Cie D'Arniante St-Laurent Lte' ........................

Quebec Asbestos Corp. Ltd .................................. 

U.S.A 	.............................................................. 
50 Rue St. Thomas, Thetford Mines .......................... 

.ast Broughton Station. East flroughtnn Station ........................................
97 	tue St. 	Pierre ............................................... 

. 

ieauceville. 

. 

Standard Asbestos Mines. Ltd' .............................. 

United Asbestos Corp. Ltd' .................................. 132 St. James St. W., Montreal .............................. .lack Lake. 

. 

Ontario: 

Canadian Jnhns-Manville Co. Ltd .......................... .Sun Life Bldg Montreal ..................................... lunrr. Twp. 
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