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CONTRACT DRILLING FOR THE MINING INDUSTRY 
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I (II(i\ I 

Diamond Drilling of Deposits other than Fuels 

This portion of the report includes statistics 
for industry 098- Other Contract Drilling of the 
Standard Industrial Classification Manual (Catalogue 
No. 12-501). 

During 1964 the footage drilled by contract 
diamond drilling was 6,479,096 compared with 
5,702,168 in 1963. Income received from drilling was 
$23,670,872. There were 43 firms reporting their  

operations in this industr. Drilling was reported in 
all provinces and territories. The average number of 
employees was estimated at 2,401 and the salaries 
and wages totalled $11,229,533. 

Equipment owned by the operators included 336 
air or steam-driven drills, 257 gasoline-driven drills, 
30 electric driven drills and 381 diesel driven drills. 

I 

10 

TABLE 1. Contract Diamond Drilling Operations, 1955 -64 
Drilling operations conducted by contractors who employed diamond drills only 

and which were confined chiefly to the testing of metalliferous deposits. 

Year 
Footage drilled Income 

from 
drilling 

Average 
number of 
employees 

Total 
salaries and 
wages paid Surface Underground 

6,443 .64 1  21,444.802 2,840 9,852.432 
7,840,670 27,610,974 3,415 12,644,217 
6,296,128 21,221,593 2,951 10,831,483 
4,426,594 14,419,623 1717 6,921.761 
5,435,971 17,879,624 1,902 7,967,756 

17, 056, 676 1,912 7, 977,782 
1961 	.................................................................... 

2..... 
944668 	2,346,145 16,225,178 2,025 7,765,477 

960 	.....................................................................5,521,211 

1962 	..................................................................... 3,109,763 	2,439,970 
. 

17,907.424 1.926 7,985.202 

1963 
86. 246 	32.354 496,248 66 245, 196 

Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 83, 243 	1,584 342,805 22 113,212 
Newfoundland 	........................................................ 

New 	Brunswick 	.................................................. ....50,697 	10,240 226,431 35 107,087 
1,174,996 	1.002,401 5,894,890 650 2,869.688 

797,988 	1.211,733 5,714.857 642 2,700,423 
420,760 	- 2,495,007 272 1,111,458 

Saskatchewan 	.................................................... 18,536 	14.584 111.381 22 62.778 

Quebec 	.................................................................. 

2,337 	- 
.. 

13,806 2 5.978 

Ontario 	.................................................................. 
Manitoba 	................................................................ 

355,418 	139,738 3,221,458 336 1,166,381 
15,702 	24.614 304,191 40 145,057 

151,567 	107,430 1,295,622 114 480,546 
Canada 	........................................................ 3,157,490 	2,544,678 20,116,696 2,201 9,007,804 

1964 
133. 124 	88,685 869,445 91 401,874 Newfoundland 	...................................................... 

Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 29.300 	 - 138.509 20 61,292 

Alberta 	.................................................................. 
British 	Columbia 	.................................................. 

New 	Brunswick 	.................................................... 74,342 	22.189 334,163 47 197,613 

Yukon 	.................................................................... 
Northwest 	Territories .......................................... 

1.149,275 	1,174.785 6,281,438 635 2,932,738 
1,247,917 	1,236.486 

.. 

8,366,659 867 4,099,039 
502,264 	- 2,410,639 298 1,091,590 

Saskatchewan 	.................................................... 62,437 	29,195 534,065 48 201,337 

Quebec 	.................................................................. 
Ontario 	.................................................................. 

6,034 	- 35,488 4 14.025 

Manitoba 	................................................................ 

310,613 	189.019 3.551,541 280 1,608,714 
34,639 	19.528 

.. 

419.212 40 210,522 

Alberta 	.................................................................. 
RritishColumbia 	.................................................. 

129. 897 	39,367 729,713 '71 410,789 'st 	Territories 	.......................................... 
.'nada 	................................. ....................... ..3,679,842 	2,799,254 23,670,872 2,401 11,229,533 
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TABLE 2. Value of Stones, Ready-set and Cast-set Bits, Purchased by Contractors, 1955-64 

Year Value Year Value 

$ $ 

1955 	...................................................... 3,356,757 2,713,923 
1956 	...................................................... 2,689,302 1,826,298 
1957 	...................................................... 3,267,887 

1960 	..................................................... 

2,111.111 
1958 	...................................................... 398 

... 

... 
1961 	..................................................... 

1,892,939 
1959 	...................................................... 

...1,807. 
2,828,106 

... 1962 	..................................................... 
1963 	..................................................... 
1964 	..................................................... 2,396,00'? 

TABLE 3. Diamonds Purchased and Stones used in 1964 

Purchased 
	

Consumed or used 
Diamonds 

Borts...................................................................................... 
Ballas.................................................................................... 
Carbons (black diamonds) .................................................... 
Other...................................................................................... 
Ready-set and cast-set bits not included above .............. 

Weight Value 
carats $ 

204,360 1,419,892 

70 1,200 
7,660 28,591 

99,749 946,324 

Weight Value 
carats $ 

184,293 1,330,081 

70 1,200 
7,660 28,591 

97,701 837,478 

TABLE 4. Drilling Completed on Gold Quartz Deposits, 1963 and 1964 

Footage drilled 

1963 1964 

Diamond drilling for exploration and testing: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 397,772 233,436 
By 	diamond drilling contractors' 	..................................................................... 1,232,784 1,422, 172 

Other diamond drilling: 
Blast hole diamond drilling: 

By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 49,348 54,361 
By 	diamond 	drilling 	contractors' 	................................................................ 58, 806 29,153 

Drilling by percussion or other machines 2 	..................................................... 34, 561, 591 35, 125,403 

Included in Table 1. 
2 Not complete as records are unavailable at certain mines. 

Note: Value of diamonds purchased by gold mining companies in 1963 totalled $40,494 compared with $53,306 in 
1964. 

TABLE 5. Drilling Completed on Copper-Gold-Silver and Nickel-Copper Deposits, 1963 and 1964 

Footage drilled 

1963 1 	1964 

Diamond drilling for exploration and testing: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 701,841 95,418 

1,594,376 1,473,792 

.m Other diond drilling: 

By 	diamond 	drilling 	contractors' 	...................................................................... 

Blast hole diamond drilling: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 904, 134 758,835 
By 	diamond 	drilling 	contractors' 	..................................................................... 5.874 - 

Drilling 	by 	percussion 	or 	other machines 2 	........................................... .......... 47. 216, 560 49, 470, 960 

'Included in Table 1. 
2 Not complete as records are unavailable at certain mines. 

Note: Value of diamonds purchased by copper-gold-silver and niRel-epi 	r 	niiie . upt 	I 9W ,  t 
$570,038 compared with $334,560 in 1964. 
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TABLE 6. Drilling Completed on Silver-Lead-Zinc and Silver-Cobalt Deposits, 1963 and 1964 

Futage drilled 

1963 1964 

Diamond drilling for exploration and testing: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 81,060 100.356 

994 578.221 

Other diamond drilling: 

By 	diamond 	drilling 	contractors 1 	..................................................................... 541, 

Blast hole diamond drilling: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 320,232 452,440 
By 	diamond 	drilling 	contractors 1 	...................................................................... 2.267 184,927 

Drilling 	by percussion 	or other machines 2 	.................................................... 

...

478 .10, 350 12, 709, 637 

'Included in Table 1. 
2 Not complete as records are unavailable at certain mines. 

Note: Value of diamonds purchased by silver-lead-zinc and silver-cobalt companies in 1963 amounted to $234,094 
compared with $212,595 in 1964. 

TABLE 7. Drilling Completed on Other Metal-bearing Deposits, 1963 and 1964 

F'ootage drilled 

• 	wand drilling for exploration and testing: 
: mining companies with their own personnel and equipment .................. 
v diamond drilling contractors' 	................................................................... 

r diamond drilling: 
Blast hole diamond drilling: 

By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment .............. 
By diamond drilling contractors' ................................................................ 

Drilling by percussion or other machines 2  .................................................... 

1963 	 1964 

	

4.304 	 39,995 

	

467.108 	 279,544 

	

16,460 	 24.092 

	

20. 544, 650 	20, 532, 708 

'Included in Table 1. 
Includes drilling on iron, columbium, titanium and uranium deposits. 
Note: Value of diamond purchased by other metal-mining companies in 1963 amounted to $35,856 compared with 

$38,180 in 1964. 

TABLE 8. Drilling Completed on Asbestos Deposits, 1963 and 1964 

Footage drilled 

1964 

Diamond drilling for exploration and testing: 
BY mining companies with their own personnel and equipment 
BY diamond drilling contractors' .................................................................... 

Other diamond drilling: 
Blast hole diamond drilling: 

By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment .............. 
By diamond drilling contractors' ................................................................ 

Drilling by percussion or other machines 2  .................................................... 

	

70.206 	 61,939 

	

8,163,948 	6,498,654 

• Included in Table 1. 
• Not complete as data are not reported by some firms. 

Note 1: The total footage of contract drilling recorded in Tables 4 to 8 does not necessarily agree with the corres-
totals shown in Table 1 as drilling data are incomplete or unobtainable from some mining firms. 

Note 2: Diamonds purchased by asbestos mining companies were valued at $67,360 in 1963 and nil in 1964. 
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List of Diamond Drilling Contractors, 1964 

Name 	 Head office addres 

Acme Diamond Drilling Ltd . .......................................................... 
Arno Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . .................................................... 
Atlantic Drillers & Explorers Ltd.' .............................................. 
Baderski, Frank, & Son Ltd . .......................................................... 
Baker, L.J. Diamond Drilling ........................................................ 

Barron, R. Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . .......................................... 
Berube, J.P. Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . ...................................... 
Bordeau Braden Drilling Ltd . ........................................................ 
Boyles Bros. Drilling (Alberta) Ltd . ............................................ 
Boyles Bros. Drilling Co. Ltd. (Contract Division) .................. 

Boyles Bros. Drilling (Eastern) Ltd . ............................................ 
Boyles Bros. (Maritimes) Ltd......................................................... 
Boyles Bros. (Quebec) Ltd . ............................................................ 
BradleyBros. Ltd . .......................................................................... 
Brochu Diamond Drilling' ................................................................ 

Brown& Hall .................................................................................... 
Burton, Archie S............................................................................... 
Cameron Drilling Co. Ltd . .............................................................. 
Canadian Longyear  Ltd . .................................................................. 
Caron A. & Son Diamond Drilling .................................................. 

Cloutier Bros. Diamond Drilling .................................................... 
Collin, A. Diamond Drilling ............................................................ 
Connors, T. Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd.......................................... 
Continental Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . ........................................  
Edwards, Jack H. Diamond Drilling Ltd....................................... 

Fathom Drilling Ltd.' 
Goyette Diamond Drilling ................................................................ 
Griffith Bros. Drilling Ltd . ............................................................ 
Groleau Bros. Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . .................................... 
Heath & Sherwood Drilling Ltd . .................................................... 

Inspiration (Mining Services Division) Ltd . ................................ 
LabineBros. Ltd . ............................................................................ 
Lebel, J.B. Ltée' ............................................................................ 
Logan Bros. Diamond Drilling Ltd . .............................................. 
MercierDrilling ................................................................................ 

Midwest Diamond Drilling Ltd . ...................................................... 
Minogue, I.G. Diamond Drilling Co . .............................................. 
Morissette Diamond Drilling Ltd. .................................................. 
Mutch Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd. .................................................. 
New Northwest Drilling Co. Ltd . .................................................. 

Pacific Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . ................................................ 
Patricia Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . .............................................. 
Portelance Diamond Drilling .......................................................... 
Quenville Diamond Drilling ............................................................ 
Rabb Diamond Drilling .................................................................... 

Rouyn Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . .................................................. 
Rowan, Angus Diamond Drilling .................................................... 
St. Lambert Drilling Co. Ltd... ........ ..... .... ............ ... .. ...... . ....... ...... 
St. Lawrence Drilling Co. Ltd.' .................................................... 
St. Louis-Bergeron Diamond Drilling Co. Ltd . ............................ 

Sprague& Henwood Inc . .................................................................. 
Stairs, Ivan C. Ltd.' ...................................................................... 
Talbot, Claude, Diamond Drilling .................................................. 
Wilson A. Contract Drilling ........................................................... 

1naci'. 	clurin 	h 	var uni1r r'vi.' 

24 Wellington st. W., Toronto, Ontario 
Box 426, Timmins, Ontario 
Tilt Cove, Newfoundland 
464 Algonquin Blvd. E., Timmins, Ontario 
Box 218, Val d'Or, Quebec 

Haileybury, Ontario 
1137, 3e rue, Val d'Or, Quebec 
8- 425 Howe St., Vancouver, British Columbia 
10210-111 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
1651 Franklin St., Vancouver, British Columbia 

142 N. Cumberland St., Port Arthur, Ontario 
98- 14th Street, Noranda, Quebec 
98-14th Street, Noranda, Quebec 
Noranda, Quebec 
116 Highland Rd., North Bay, Ontario 

R.R. 2, Armdale, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
352 Howey Drive, Sudhury, Ontario 
Box 400, Malartic, Quebec 
111 Main St. W., North Bay, Ontario 
295 Georgina Ave., Haileybury, Ontario 

North Cobalt, Ontario 
1005 Ahitibi, Val d'Or, Quebec 
147 West 3rd Ave., Vancc,nvr, Rritkh C'ilum hh 
Box 250, Rouyn, Quebec 
Box 369, Kenora, Ontarii 

Madsen, Ontario 
1010-6th St., Val d'Or, Qu€t 
Bissett, Manitoba 
44 Taschereau St. E., Rouyn, Qu.'b 
6 Hudson Bay Ave., Kirkland Lake, Ontario 

170 Regina St. • North Bay, Ontario 
Cochenour, Ontario 
Box 280, Senneterre, Quebec 
R.R. No. 2, Truro, Nova Scotia 
Ste. Sophie, ct6 Terrebonne, Quebec 

866 King Edward, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
474 Spruce St. North, Timrnins, Ontario 
Box 440, North Bay, Ontario 
786 Edgewood Rd. North, Vancouver, British Columbia 
2-22 North Cumberland St., Port Arthur, Ontario 

854 Dunsmuir St., Vancouver, British Columbia 
McKenzie Island, Ontario 
2135 Blvd. Levesque, Duvernay, Quebec 
1980 Bancroft Drive, Sudbury, Ontario 
Bancroft, Ontario 

122 Taschereau St. E., Rouyn, Quebec 
99 Elm St., Timmins, Ontario 
Box 243, Thetford Mines, Quebec 
585 Cormier St., Sherbrooke, Quebec 
Box 361, New Liskeard, Ontario 

221 West Olive St., Scranton, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 
Bathurst, New Brunswick 
Chibougamau, Quebec 
Box 277, Noranda, Quebec 
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SFCTION II 

Contract Drilling for Fuels 

1 h ., r'ivrt iric udes statistics for industry 
Contract Drilling for Petroleum of the Standard 

Industrial Classification Manual (Catalogue No. 
12- 50 1). 

Drilling for petroleum or natural gas, direct, or 
exploratory drilling for these minerals was reported 
by 65 contractors. The total reported footage was 
15,039,732 feet and the income from operations 
amounted to $81,936,408 compared, respectively, 
with 5,145,089 feet and $75,941,186 in 1963. Rotary 
drilling amounted to 14,803,776 feet and 229.726  

feet were done by cable drills. The firms owned 312 
rotary drills and 34 cable drills. 

Supplies used during the year included 28,011 
tons of bentonite, Pembina Clay, etc., valued at 
$1,407,107; 2,002 tons of barite valued at $118,504 
drilling bits, cables and lubricants valued at 
$14,496,430 general repairs to rig, $13,873,569 and 
casing pipe was valued at $706,774. Data on sup-
plies are incomplete as many items are furnished 
to the contractor drillers by the well owners. 

Drilling done by oil companies with their own 
equipment is not included in this report. 

I 

TPiBLE 9. Drilling ('onducted during 1962-64 by Contractors, for Petroleum, Natural Gas and 
Other Purposes not included in Section 1 of this Report 

Footage drilled 

Gross For petroleum For gas For other purposes 

Province 
Income

from o an ______________________________ ___________________ _____________________________ 

Type of drill Type of drill Type of drill drilling ploees g 

Cable Rotary Cable Rotary Cable Rotary 

$ $ 

1962 

cc 	................. ........... .- - - 	- 5,736 - - - 20,400 3 8.378 
rio 	............... . ............ - 62,593 4,331 	24.011 2.738 144,203 - 9,378 868,969 84 294, 130 
robs 

. 
- 52,069 	- - 600 - 1.200 274,399 25 87,226 

- - 1,332,974 	- 17.246 - - 161,247 5,713,903 310 1,427.061 
- - 7,451.400 	- 355.213 - - 1.295,509 42,895,421 2,597 15,093,283 

• . hCo 1umbIa - - 997,342 	- 253,359 21,080 - 328.507 9,1173,081 641 3,290.171 
Northwest Territories.... - 36.392 	- - - - 117.678 1.051, 253 70 187,481 

- 36,617 	- - - - 800 1,455. 528 70 382,793 Yukon ............................... 

- 62.593 9,911,125 	24,011 634,292 165,863 - 1,914.319 62,152,954 3,800 20,770,523 Canada .........................

1963 

- - 2.031 	- - - - - 12,000 2 10,471 
- - 32,000 	- 1,000 - - - 184,272 13 51,207 

,ttchewan .................. 

Ontario ............................. - 88,697 9,494 	36,251 - 136,202 - 4.007 913,019 89 400,796 
- - 135.606 	- - 1,000 - 5,000 540,761 51 167,284 
- - 2.523,343 	- 61.330 - - 567,222 14, 544, 775 548 2.883.243 

NovaScotia ...................... 

- - 7,238,452 	- 772.833 85.000 - 1,513,891 411,084,941 2,814 15,927,661 
BrltlshColumbia - - 782,956 	- 689,367 12,129 - 350,594 9,797,008 566 3,067,380 

Quebec ............................. 

Northwest Territories.... - - 16.473 	- 4,840 2,700 - 40,000 456,719 49 136,320 

Manitoba 	......................... 

- - - 	- 26,671 - - 6,000 1,407,13111 47 308.357 

Saskatchewan ................. 
Alberta ............................. 

- 88,69'? 10,740,353 	36,251 1,556,041 237,031 - 2,4116,714 75,941, 186 4,179 22,932,719 Canada .........................

1964 

Nova Scotia ..................... - - 9,853 	- - - - - 226.874 16 53.440 

Yukon ............................... 

Quebec ............................. - - - 	- 4.407 - - - 88,295 8 27,247 
- 139.130 35, 173 	53.894 15.478 36,702 - 14.702 1.643.050 98 534.529 

Manitoba - - 280,587 	- - - - 6,000 1,273,495 57 317,247 
175 - 3.853.308 	- 32,034 - - 504.498 16,926,342 710 4,392,993 

Ontario ............................. 

...........................
Saskatchewan ................. 

4,060 - 8,236, 138 	- 626,887 - - 272,521 54,470,669 2.971 17,926,751 
1,995 - 622.298 	- 68.984 - - 106,135 5,437, 895 192 1.318, 549 

Alberta 	............................. 
British Columbia ............
Northwest Territories 
Y:L, .. 	.............................. 

- 
- 

.- 
- 

	

53,698 	- 

	

- 	- 
19, 185 
41,892 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

1,012.061 
859.72'? 

51 
57 

320,055 
313,933 

1 	.Lrlada ......................... 6,230 

. 

139,130 13,091,053 	53,894 808,867 36,702 - 903.856 81,936,408 4,158 25,204,744 
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List of Contract Drillers, 1964 

Name 	 Head office address 

Ontario: 
Chevalier & Tremblay .................................................................. 
Davidson, G................................................................................... 
Earl, Sydney .................................................................................. 
Haidmond Gas & Oil Wells Ltd . .................................................. 
Irving, Donald ................................................................................ 
Jackson, P.L. Co . ........................................................................ 
Jarvis Hereford Farms .................................................................. 
Lyons, S., & Son .......................................................................... 
Marsh, W......................................................................................... 
McKillop& Sons ............................................................................ 
McMaster, Robert & Son Co. Ltd . .............................................. 
Mcpherson, R.L. Drilling Ltd . .................................................... 
Northern Offshore Drilling Co. Ltd . .......................................... 
Patterson, L.G. Drilling Co. Ltd . .............................................. 
place Gas & Oil Co. Ltd. ......................................................... ... 
Rose. Wm. & Sons 	........................................................................ 
Shaw, W . 	........................................................................................ 
Stubble & Stubble .......................................................................... 
Union Rotary Drillers (Canada) Limited .................................... 

Saskatchewan: 
ArgusDrilling Ltd. 	...................................................................... 
Border Drilling Co. Ltd . .............................................................. 

Alberta: 
Arrow Drilling Company Limited ................................................. 
Bawden, Peter Drilling Ltd . ........................................................ 
Becker Drilling (Alberta) Ltd . .................................................... 
BerwynDrilling Ltd . .................................................................... 
Big Horn Drilling Ltd . .................................................................. 
Brinkerhoff Drilling Company Ltd . ............................................ 
BrownDrilling Ltd . ......................................................................  
Cactus Drilling Corp. Ltd............................................................. 
Canamerican Drilling Corp. Ltd................................................... 
Canbridge Oil Exploration Ltd . .................................................. 
Can-Tex Drilling & Exploration Ltd . ........................................ 
Carroll Drilling Co. Ltd............................................................... 
Cascade Drilling Company Ltd . .................................................. 
Chipmunk Drilling Co. Ltd . ........................................................ 
Commonwealth Drilling Co. Ltd . ................................................ 
Coultis Drilling Ltd . .................................................................... 
Double A. Drilling Co. Ltd . ........................................................ 
Duke Drilling Co. Ltd. ............... ................................................. 
General Petroleums Drilling Co. Ltd.........................................  
GlacierDrilling Co....................................................................... 
Gustavson Drilling Co. Ltd.........................................................  
Hi-Tower Drilling Co. Ltd........................................................... 
Hunter Drilling Limited ............................................................... 
Jennings Drilling Co. Ltd . .......................................................... 
Kenyons Drilling & Servicing (1962) Ltd . ................................ 
Loffland Brothers Company of Canada ...................................... 
Lohman-Johnson Drilling Co. Ltd............................................. 
MooseDrilling Ltd . ...................................................................... 
MeLaren, Guthrie Drilling Ltd . .................................................. 
Northern Auger Drilling Ltd . ...................................................... 
Parker Drilling Co. of Canada Limited ..................................... 
Petrolia Drilling Ltd . .................................................................. 
Precision Drilling Co. Ltd . ........................................................ 
Reading & Bates Drilling Co. Ltd . ............................................ 
Regent Drilling Co. Ltd............................................................... 
Rifle Drilling Co. of Canada Ltd . .............................................. 
S . & T. Drilling Ltd . .................................................................... 
Sedco Exploration Ltd . ................................................................ 
Strategic Surveys Ltd................................................................... 
Thomson Drilling Co. Ltd . .......................................................... 
Trail Drilling Ltd . ........................................................................ 
Tn-City Drilling Co. Ltd.............................................................  
Trident Drilling of Canada Ltd. .................................................. 
Wardean Drilling Ltd . .................................................................. 
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