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MONTHLY REPORT 

_- 	jRODtJCTION OF IRON AND STEEL IN CANADA 

MAY, 1937. 

PIG IRON - Pig iron production during May amounted to 78,147 long tons corn-
oared with 68,138 tons for last month and 58,832 tons in May of last year. This 
month's output was the highest since May, 1930, and Included 61,008 tons of basic 
Lron, 14,578 tons of foundry iron and 2,561 tons of malleable iron. The tonnage of 
each grade was higher than in the previous month. 

Ouring May a total of 144,850 long tons of imported iron ore, 42,722 short 
tons of Limestone and 80,059 short tons of coke were charged to iron blast furnaces. 
Only 13,267 tons of the limestone were quarried in Canada, and 69,971 tons of the 
coke, including 29,453 tons from Canadian coal, were carbonized in this country. 

For the year to date, furnace charges totalled 649,276 tons of iron ore, 
1o959 tons of limestone and 336,067 tons of coke. The tonnage of pig iron pro-
Ouced from these materials was 345,666 tons. During the first five months of 1936 
the ig Iron output totalled 283,973 tons and in the corresponding period of 1935 
the total was 215,222 tons. 

One additional furnace was put In blast at Port Colborne, makIng 6 active 
stacks at the end of May. The capacity of the active furnaces was given at 2,525 
long tons per day, or 64 per cent of the total blast furnace capacity of the 
Domini on. 

FERBO-ALLOYS - The ferro-alloy production during May amounted to 6,201 long 
tons, a gain of 3.9 per cent over the April total. For the year to date the output 
aggregated 28,221 tons compared with 25,243 tons in the first five months of 1936. 
As in previous months the chief items made in May were ferromanganese, ferro-silicon 
and spieceleisen. 

STEEL INGOTS AND CASTINGS - Steel production during May amounted to 120,843 
long tons compared with 121,426 tons in the previous month and 94,602 tons in May of 
1936. This month's total included 114,528 tons of ingots and 6,315 tons of castings; 
each of these tonnages was lower than in the preceding month. 

For the five months ended May, the cumulative output of steel amounted to 
504,433 tons as against 496,504 tons and 314,713 tons in the corresponding periods of 
1936 and 1935, respectively. 

PRICES - Trade in iron and steel products increased as the month advanced 
and prices ruled firm. No large contracts were reported, orders being mostly for 
spot delivery. Plant operations were rated at close to capacity levels and many mills 



reported sufficient backlogs to maintain working schedules around current levels 
till the close of the year. Heavy purchases were made by the mining and the pulp 
and paper industries and steady buying was recorded on the part of concerns 
manufacturing automobiles and agricultural Implements0 The continued scarcity of 
scrap was largely responsible for Increased demand for pig iron0 Foundry pig iron 
prices were unchanged0 No, 1, delIvered at Montrea1 was *2800, and $2600 per 
gross ton delivered at Toronto0 No, 2 was quoted at $27.50 and t25,50 per gross 
ton at these respective centres, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number 
of Iron and Its Products moved forward from 103,7 in April to 1039 in May, owing 
chiefly to higher quotations for pipe0 

(a) PIG IRON AND FERRO-.-ALLOYS 
Table 1 - Production durinK May and ArrIl, 1937, (ions of 2,240 

MAY, 1937 - APRIL1937.___ 
For own For For own For 
use sale TOTAL use sale TOTAL 

PIG IRON 
Basic 61,008 61,008 58,721 58,721 
Foundry ...... 40 14,538 14 9 578 000 8,200 8,200 
Malleable .,.,. 87 474,1 , ,., 1,217 1,217 

TOTAL 61135 17901_j47 58 9 721 91 417 68,138 
Ferro-alloys 6,201 6,201 5,965 5965 

Table 2 - Cumulative Production for the FIVE MONTHS ending MAY, 1937 and 1936, 
(Tons of 2.240 1b0) 
9 	37 1 	9 	3 6 

For own 	For For own For 
 use sale TOTAL use saleTOTAL 

- PIGIRON 
Basic 	......,,.,,,, 289,889 5,070 294,959 227,068 825 227,891 
Foundry 40 31,536 31,576 1,046 33,872 34,918 
Malleable 	...,.,,,, 240 18,891 i9.l j69O 19,474 21 1 164 

TOTAL 
Ferro-alloys 0 ______ _28,221 28,221 .25,243 43 

Table3-Iron Blast F\irnace Charges during May, Ari1 and YeartoDate, l937 

MAY 	APRIL 	YEAR TO 
DATE 

Imported iron ore long tons 144,850 128,077 649,276 
Canadian limestone short tons 13,267 12,625 61,783 
Imported limestone ..0,short tons 29,455 24,331 125,176 
Coke made in Canada -. 
From Canadian coal short tons 29,453 30,138 147,145 
From imported coal short tons 40 9 518 39 2 267 187,834 
Imported coke ,.,..,. short tons 10,088 ,.. 1,088 
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(b) STEEL IN GUTS AND CASTINGS 

Table 4 	Production for MAY and APl937 (Tons of 2,240 lb.)  
May 1  1937 April, 1937. 

For own For For own For 
use sale TOTAL use Qle TOTAL 

STEEL INGOTS - 
Open hearth - Basic .., 109,843 109,843 110,001 53 110,054 
Electric 4,685 4,685 4,876 ... 4,876 
Other 	•0.O0000000300000 000 000 000 000 000 000 

Total Steel Ingots 1141528 114,528 114,877 53 114,930 

STEEL CASTINGS 
Open hearth - Basic .. 163 2,614 2 9 777 197 2 1 469 2,666 
Bessemer 70 70 ... 72 72 
Electric 	.............. 31j,55 3.468 655_3,103 3,758 
Total Direct Steel 
Castings 476 39 6_,315 852 5 644 6,496 

GRAND TOTAL 115,004 5,839 120,843 115,729 5,697 121,426 

Table 5 - CUMULATIVE PRODUCTION for the FIVE MONTHS ending MAY,. 1937 and 1936. 
19 37 19 3 	6 

For own For For own For 
use sale TOTAL use sale TOTAL 

STEEL INGOTS 
Open hearth - Basic 540,157 160 540,317 463,716 105 463,821 
Electric 	...o,...... 25,164 25464 17,162 17,16 
Other . . . - 0 

Total Steel Ingots 565,321 160 - 105 4808 
STEEL CASTINGS - 
Open hearth - Basic ... 959 10478 11,437 619 4,450 5 9 069 
Bessemer 	. ........... 387 387 .. 205 205 
Electric 	.......,... ,593 10,247 
Total Direct Steel 
Castings 	000000300000 • O3 

GRAND TOTAL 569 ' 22425L209594433  48345113L353 _49 2•Q4  

Table 6 - Average Monthly Production of Pig Iron, Steel Ingots and Castings in 
Canada, 1916-1936(in1000 1 s of long tons) 

Monthl Aver 	 Mon thy Ave&e 
Years 	Iron 	Steel 	Years 	Iron 	Steel 

1927 59 76 
1928 ,.... ... ..... 86 103 
1929 ,.,......,... 91 115 
1930 •000000000000 62 84 
1931 36 56 
1932 ..,... 12 29 
1933 oo.000.000... 19 34 
1934 .....,..,... 34 63 
1935 50 78 
1936 ............. 56 95 

1t ..0000000003000000 87 106 
191 87 130 
1918 89 140 900000000000000000 

1919 68 77 
1920 .,.O,,,.O.00*0O00 81 92 
1921 .a..00.o.00a000000 50 56 
1922 ...000000000000000 32 40 
1923 000003000009000000 73 74 
1924 ,000000.0000000000 49 54 
1925 •.000000.000000000 48 63 
1926 ....... ,......... o 65 64 



Table 7 - Production of Pig Iron, by Months and by Provinces, and Steel Ingots 
and Castings 1  by Months 1  1956 and 1937. 	(In 1000's of long tons.) 

P I G 	I R 0 N 	: S T E E L 
Month 	NOVA SCOTIA 	ONTARIO 	TOTAL CANADA 	TOTAL CANADA 

1936 	1937 	1936 - 1937 	1936 	1937 	1936 	193 

January ......... 18 28 43 38 61 66 100 115 
February •....... 21 25 35 37 56 62 94 112 
March 	.......,... 22 29 32 42 54 71 101 125 
April 	........... 23 28 51 40 54 68 107 121 
May 	............. 27 27 52 51 59 78 95 121 
June 	............ 27 29 56 , 82 
July 	. .........., 12 23 35 69 
August 	.......... 11 28 39 80 
September 15 57 52 86 ....... 
October 	......... 26 44 70 98 
November ....,... 28 46 74 99 
December • • • 	.... - 	 28 - 40 - 68 104 

TOTAL ...... 258 137 4202087345 1 2 115 594 

MonthlyAverage.21 	- 2735425669 	95119 

Table 8 - Iron Blast Furnaces in Canada, 1937_ - 
Location of 	Number of 	Total Daily 

Names of Companies 	furnaces 	stacks 	Capacity 
(Long tons) 

Dominion Steel and Coal Corp. Ltd. 	Sydney, N. S. 	3 	1,200 

Canadian Furnace Co., Ltd. 	Port Colborpe, Ont. 	1 	350 

The Steel Company of Canada, Ltd. 	Hamilton, Ont. 	2 	825 

The Algoma Steel Corporation, Ltd. 	Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 	4 	1,600 

Table 9— Description of Furnaces at end of MAY A  1937. 
TOTAL DAILY CAPACITY 

Condition of furnace 	Number of 
furnaces 	Long tons 	Per cent 

Inblast ......... ......... 	6 	2,525 	64 

Banked ...................e 	 000 

Blown out • 	 4 	-- 1450 	36 

Total furnaces reporting 	10 	3,975 	100 

NOTE - Figures in this report are the latest available at the time of printing. 
Where necessary, data for earlier months have been revised. 
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