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Vol. IV. 	 CAR LOADINGS 
	

No. 52 

(Fifty-seoond week ended Decanber 51, 1938.) 

Car loadings for the week ended December 31st amounted to 51,072 cars, as compared with 56,374 ears 
a year ago and 58,571 cars for the previous week. The index number, after adjustments for holidays, etc., 

rose from 67.20 for the previous week to 70.00. 
Compared with loadings for the last week in 1957, miscellaneous continued light, d.or.asing by 2,255 

cars, or 25 per cemt, merchandise was dowi by 695 cars, ore by 228 cars, other forest products by 181 oars, 

pulp and paper by 845 cars, pulpwood by 1,051 cars, coal by 512 cars, and live stock by 165 cars. The only 

groups to show increases were grain, 210 cars; coke, 52 cars; and lumber, 166 oars. 

INDEX N!.NBKRS 

(Adjusted for seaanal variations and holidays) 

Average, 1926 = 100 

Western Division Eastero Division Total for Canada Merchandise 

Week 1958 1937 1938 1957 1958 1937 1958 1937 

45 66.00 89.01 71.94 77.89 69.09 73.79 80.64 81.50 

46 69.02 88.75 68.57 75.25 68.52 72.11 14.41 76.15 

47 66.24 65.35 67.71 79.06 66.57 72.84 75.65 77.05 

48 86.00 65.70 70.05 78.46 68.27 72.56 75.41 78.78 

49 62.60 65.95 87.47 75.40 65.47 71.58 75.81 75.61 

50 64.81 69.64 70.22 81080 67.62 76.49 74.82 79.56 

51 66.84 65.98 67.55 70.45 67.20 68.78 74.04 67.95 

52 68.66 79.71 71.08 85.59 70.00 81.95 72.49 78.06 

6/1/59 	 Price per year $1.50 
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Vol. Xv. 	 CARS OF REVENUE FREIGHT LOADED ON CANADIAN RAILWAYSDURING THE WEEK ENDED DEC. 31, 1938. 	No. 52 

Grain & Pulp Other Merchand- Total Total Cars 
Dvinon Week ended Grain Live Coal Coke Lumber Pulp- and Forest Ore isa, Miscell- Cars Re&d from 

Product. Stock wood Paper Products L.C.L. aneous Loaded Connection. 

EASTERN  
DIVLWN Dec. 51,1958 1,251 554 1,970 466 509 866 1,210 285 1,121 6,797 5,253 20,062 16,289 

24, 1,407 307 2 1,660 447 753 1,044 1,630 486 1,203 8,382 5,887 24,256 20,027 

' 	17, 	' 1,631 516 2,749 496 905 1,236 1,874 606 1,136 8,877 6,176 26,400 22,303 

Jan. 1, 	' - 1,212 416 2,587 433 420 1,309 1,9., 5 1  403 1,324 7,503 6,035 23,595 16,684 

Compared with prey. week - 	156 + 	2 - 	890 + 	19 - 	244 - 	178 - 	470 - 	201 - 	- 	82 - 	1,565 - 	654 - 	4,194 - 	3,738 

1937 + 	39 - 	8 - 	617 + 	5 +89 - 	443 - 	745 - 	118 - 	205 - 	706 - 	780 - 	3,531 - 	395 

Dec. 31,1938 1,523 517 3,075 82 365 156 196 592 951 2,251 1,504 11,010 642 
WESTERN 
DIVISION ' 	24, 2,620 586 2,418 109 539 204 203 938 1 1 496 3,130 1,872 14,115 701 

' 	17, 	" 5,322 650 2,525 100 564 150 273 1,113 1,541 3,193 21 266 15,677 773 

Jan. 1, 1,152 598 2,770 83 286 764 296 655 976 2,240 2,959 12,781 1,042 

Comrared with prey, week - 	1,297 - 	69 + 	657 - 	27 - 	176 - 	48 - 	7 - 	346 - 	545 - 	879 - 	568 - 	3,105 - 	59 

1957 + 	171 - 	81 + 	305 - 	1 + 	77 - 	608 - 	102 - 	65 - - 	25 + 	11 - 	1,455 - 	1,771 - 	400 

TOTAL 
Dec. 31,1938 2,574 851 5,045 548 872 1,022 1,406 877 2,072 9,048 6,757 31,072 16,931 

FOR • 	24, 	" 4,027 895 5,078 556 1,292 1,248 1,883 1,424 2,699 11,512 7,759 38,371 20,728 

CANADA ' 	17, 	" 5,153 1,166 5,274 596 1,467 1,366 2,147 1,719 2,677 12,070 8,442 42,077 23,076 

Jan. 1, 	" 2,364 1,014 5,3571 516 706 2,073 2,251 1,058 2,300 9,7431 8,992 36,374 17,726 

Comrred wit) pr. week - 	1,453 - 	4 - 	35 - 	8 - 	420 - 	226 - 	477 - 	547 627 - 	2,464 - 	1,002 - 	7,299 - 	3,797 

1937 + 	210 - 	163 - 	512 + 	32 + 	166 - 1,051 - 	845 - 	181 - 	228 - 	695 - 	2,235 - 	5,302 - 	795 

CUMULA11VE TOTALS 

104,565 32,745 172,844 19,357 51,589 66,598 79,821 50,800 57,820 475,488 430,386 1,522,013 1,023 3,213 
EASTERN Dec. 31,1958 

DIVISION Jan. 1, 1958 93,610 32,852 226,903 23,103 73,725 72,178 118,325 56,513 54,053 501,478 519,498 1,752,218 1,284,477 

Dec. 26,1956 105,149 30,386 253,320 25,0001 61,975 56,212 104,976 33,851 57,483 475,663 413,354 1,597,367 1,179,963 

1938 Compared with 1937 + 10,955 - 8 -54,059 - 3,746 -22,136 - 5,580 -58,504 - 5,713 + 3,767 - 25,990 - 89,112 -230,205 - 261,264 

Dec. 31,1938 252,754 41,719 86,119 2,616 29,011 17,849 10,694 57,641 76,666 169,372 182,092 906,513 55,981 
WESTEPN 
DIVISION jan. 1, 1938 167,414 68,143 94,747 2,459 31,727 10,173 16 1,255 62,908 63,363 168,861 189,435 875,485 68,849 

Dec. 26,1956 234,065 61,950 94,569 2,092 29,079 7,430 12,575 62,766 47,416 170,359 158,734 881,033 57,821 

1938 Compared with 1937 + 65,320 -26,424 - 8,628 + 	15' + 7,676 - 5,561 - 5,26 +15,303 + 	511 - 	7,345 + 51,028 - 	12,868 

TOTAL Dec. 51,1938 537,299 74,464 258,965 21,97 80,600 84,447 90,515 88,441 134,486 644,860 612,478 2,428,526 1,079,194 

FOR Jan. 1, 1958 261,024 100,975 321,650 25,562 105,452 82,351 134,580 99,42 117,416 670,539 708,933 2,627,703 1,353,326 
CANADA Dec. 26,1956 1 	539,212 92,536 347,869 27,092 91,052 63,642 117,551 96,61 84 * 8991 646,022 572,068 2,478,400 1,237,784 

1938 Compared with 1937 + 76,27 -26,511 -62,687J -5,58 -24,852 + 2,09 -44,065 -10,98' +17,0701 25,479 - 96,455 -199,17711  - 	274,152 

Note: 1937 figures contain revisions. 



SUMMARY OF CAR LOADINGS 

1958 

L Charts on pages 7-10 show the care of the various commodities loaded each week 
for 1956, 1937, and 1938. It should be noted that the scales are not the same for 
all charts. 

Comparisons are made below of the loadings of the first 51 weeks of each year 
because data for the 52nd week will not be received in time to include this summary 
with the last report for 1938. 

Grain and grain products were lighter than in 1937 for the first four months, 
being down by 8,432 cars, or 11.9. per cent, at the end of April and well below 1956 
loadings up to the third week in August. The heavy western harvest caused an in-
crease at the end of August and created new highs for the past eight years with close 
to 18,000 care for the Mthband 39th weeks. At the end of the 51st week totsl 
loadings were above the 1957 total in the western division by 39 per cent, in the 
eastern division by 12 per cant, and in both divisions by 76,000 oars, or 29 per cent. 

Liwe stock loadings ren below 1937 almost continuously throughout the year and 
also were below 1936 loadings. At the end of the year the total was 26,000 oars, or 
26 per cent, below 1937 loadings. This decrease was practically all in the western 
division. 

Coal loadings, with few exceptions, were below both 1957 and 1936 loadings 
throughout the year and the total was 62,400 cars, or 20 per cent, below 1957 load-
ings. The greater part of this reduction was in the eastern division where the 
total was down by 53,400 cars, or 24 per cent. 

Coke loadings were lighter than in 1956 and 1957 the majority of the time 
throughout 3938 and at the close of the year were 3,600 cars, or 14 per cent, below 
the 1957 total. 

Lumber loadings were well below 1957 loadings up to the middle of Novber when 
the two curves crossed because of the rapid decline in 1957. At the close of 1958 
total loadings were 25,000 cars, or 24 per cent, below the 1957 total. The eastern 
division accounted for 22,000 cars of this decrease and the western division for 
5,000 oars. 

Pulpwood showed heavy]oading for the first eleven weeks, but for the twelfth 
week it dropped to the 1937 level and for June to October, inclusive, was well below 
the 1957 loadings. At the close of 1958 the early increase of 12,000 cars was 
almost overcome and the net increase for the year was only 5,000 oars, or 4 per cent. 

Pulp and paper loadings began to increase in November, 1956, and for ten-end-
a-half months in 1957 were well above 1956 loadings, but for each week in 1958 the 
loadings were well below both1957 and 1956 loadings. At the close of 1958 the total 
was 45,000 care, or 55 per cent, below the 1957 total and 28,000 care, or 23 per 
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cent, below the 1936 total. The last three months, however, showed an improvenent, 
the decrease from 1937 being only 23 per cent as compared with a 55 per cent de-
crease for the first nine months. 

Other forest products were quite consistently below 1937 loadings throughout 
the year and also below 1936 loadings the majority of the time, although the 
differences were not great. At the end of the year the total was 11,000 oars, or 
11 per cent, below the 1937 total. 

Ore loadings have been increasing for the last five years, but in particular 
during 1957 and 1938. The loadings in 1938 were fairly steady and above loadings 
of previous years. At the close of the year the total was 132,000 cars which was 
17,000 cars above 1937, the previous high year. 

Merchandise loadings (less-than-carload shipnents) were lighter than in 1937 
with oray a few exceptions throughout the year, averaging close to 5(0 cars per 
week below the 1937 loadings, and after the second week in March were below those 
of 1956. At the end of the year the total of 656,000 cars was 25,000 oars, or 4 
per cent, below the 1937 total. 

Miscellaneous includes all commodities not included under the other ten 
headings and consists largely of manufactures, mine products other than ore, 
packing house products, etc., shipped in carload lots. Up to the middle of March 
there was little difference in the 1938 and 1937 loadings, but from then on 1958 
loadings failed to show t he usual season. increase and were well below 1957, 
averaging 2,300 cars fewer per week. The 1937 loadings reached a peak at the end 
of October, but in 1938 the rise stopped at the end of August; the decline, however, 
to the end of the year was not as abrupt as in 1957. At the close of the year the 
lose was 94,000 cars, or 13 per cent. 

The result of these ups and downs was a fairly steady decline in total 
loadings for the first six months of the year, a seasonal riøe to October, and a 
seasonal drop to the end of the year. The trend for the period 1924-1954 was 
upward for the first half of the year so the 1938 index fell fairly steadily. The 
rate of increase from the middle of June to the first week in September was greater 
than normal and the index rose steadily and at a faster rate than in 1937 or 1936. 
For the next two months the loadings for the three years were fairly close, but 
for the last eight weeks the decline in 1938 loadings, compared with 1937, was 
57,000 cars, or 9 per cent, and, compared with 1936 loadings, was 42,000 cars, or 
10 per cent. 

Total loadings for the 51 weeks amounted to 2,397,454 cars, which was 193,8Th 
care, or 7.5 per cent, below the 1937 total loadings and 44,794 cars, or 1.8 per 
cent, below the 1956 total loadings. 
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