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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
1952 and 1953 

Data on motor vehicle traffic accidents which were forr1y 
included in the annual "Motor Vehicle" report are herewith presented, for 
the years 1952 and 1953. This new series, which has been established to 
provide more current data on motor vehicle accidents than was heretofore 
possible, complements the quarterly series of motor vehicle accident re-
ports which cosmenced with the first quarter of 1952. The statistios 
contained in these reports relate to motor vehicle traffic accidents only 
and are based on police records of accidents reported. A motor vehicle 
traffic accident is defined as one which occurs on a public way including 
the boulevards or paths beside or between the main travelled portions of 
the street or highway. This report excludes non-traffic accidents which 
are defined as those occurring entirely on private property or elsewhere 
not on a public way. 

The traffic accident fatalities reported in this bulletin are 
based upon the police reports of persons involved in motor traffic acci-
dents who died within 24 hours as a result of injure8 received after the 
accident occurred. These figures will differ slightly from the number of 
motor vehiole traffic deaths published in the DBS Annual Report "Vital 
Statistics", which are based on the official provincial death registration 
records cospleted by the coroner or medical examiner conducting the medical 
enquiry tnto al, accidental or violent deaths. Differences between the 
totals from these two sources of data are, therefore, due to differing time 
limits and the medical examiner's opinion as to the actual or underlying 
cause of the death. For example, in the case of a person dying later than 
24 hours after a motor vehicle traffic accident, the police irrvestigation 
record would include such a person among the "injured", whereas the official 
death registration record would presumably classify this death as a motor 
vehicle traffic fatality: in the case of a person who suffered a heart 
attack which presumably caused the accident, such a death would ordinarily 
be reported by the police as a motor vehicle fatality, whereas the medical 
examiner might conceivably consider the heart disease as the underlying 
cause of the death in his official medical certificate. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

Year ended December 31, 1953. 

Yukon and 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

Year ended December 31, 1953. 

Canada 	Newfoundland 	 Nova Scotia I New Brunswick 

NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS 

Fatal (Resulting in the death 
of one or more persons) 2,597 27 9 118 87 

Non-Fatal - 

(a) Resulting in the injury 
of one or more persons 42,502 488 160 

. 
1,858 - 	1,170 

(b) Resulting in 	WopertY 
damage only (1) 196,003 2,177 813 7,008 3,629 

Total Nunber of Accidents 
Year, 1953 241,102 2,692 982 8,94 4,886 
rear, 1952 . . . • • . 1,043 8,519 4,329 

PERSONS KILLED 

Drivers . . . 6 5 39 24 
Fssengers . . . 6 6 29 27 

Pedeetrians . . . 15 1 49 43 
Bicycliots ...  1 1 7 2 
Hotor Cyclists (drivers and 

passengers)  

Others  

Total Number Killed 
Year, 1953 2,906 29 13 124 97 
Year, 1952 . . . ...  28 120 117 

PERSONS I14J1JR 

Drivers ...  114 70 673 441 
Passengers . . . 208 121 1,059 631 
Pedestrians . . . 243 36 714 352 
Bicyclists ...  18 5 87 70 
Motor Cyclists (drivers and 

ç*ssengers) ... 4 2 1 6 
Others . . . 15 - 2 7 
Total Number Injured 

Year, 1953 56,734 602 2' 2,536 1,507 
Year, 1952 ... ... 39 2,315 1,22 

TOTAL PROPERTY DAMAGE 
Year, 1953 	6 ... 712,374 305,430 1,983,992 1,507,383 
Year, 1952 	4 ... 260,929 1,765,965 1,380,764 

(Totals of estinates of damage 
caused in reportable accidents) 
(i)  

(1) All reports are for accidents causing property damage estimated at $50 or over except for the following: 

Saskatchewan 	4100 and over 
Alberta and N.W.T. 	-8 75 and over 
Quebec and Yukon 	4 25 and over 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. - all accidents 

(2) Included with "Driver." and 'Passengers". 
Figures not cp1et. 
Not availabi. 

I 	 - Nil 
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hCYrOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

Year ended December 31, 1952. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

Year ended December 31, 1952. 

Canada 	Newfoundland 	Prince 	Nova Scotia 	New Bx-nick Edward Island 

NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS 

Fatal (Resulting in the death 
of one or more persons) 2,400 2 26 iCY? 103 

Non-Fatal - 

(a) Resulting in the injury 
of one or more persons 14,756 196 133 1,619 865 

(b) Resulting in CUoDertv 
dainsRe only (1) 183,814 367 882 6 1 793 3,361 

Total Number of Accidents 
Year, 1952 227,970 565 1,041 8,519 4,329 
Year, 1951 199,090 909 951 7,149 3,422 

PERSONS KILLED 

Drivers ... - 7 28 33 
Issengers .•• - 10 36 37 

Pedestrians ... 2 10 52 45 

Bicyclists ... - 1 3 2 

Motor Cyclists (drivers and 
passengers) ... - - 

Others - - 1 - 

Total Number Killed 
Year, 1952 2,701 2 28 12D 117 
Year, 1951 2,396 11 22 105 107 

PERSONS INJUR.ED 

Drivers ...  6 48 621 347 

Passengers I.. 37 91 905 536 

Pedestrians ...  152 34 681 273 

Bicyclists ...  18 13 88 72 

Motor Cyclists (drivers and 
passengers) I.. 3 - 2 - 

Others I.. 6 3 18 - 

Total Number Injured 

Year, 1952 57,738 222 189 2,315 1,228 
Year, 1951 54,575 305 162 2,131 1,134 

DTAL PROPERTY DAX&GE 

Year, 1952 93,308 260,929 1,765,965 1,380 0764 
Year, 1951 	$ ... 44,326 160,541 2029,005 1,023,413 

(Totals of eatirr.ates of damage 
caused in reportable accidents) 
(1)  

(1) All reports are for accidents causing property damage estimated at $50 or over except for the followings 

Saskatchewan 	-$100 and over 
Alberta and N.W.T. 	-$ 75 and over 
Quebec and Yukon 	4 25 and over 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. - all accidents 

(2) Cit7 of St. John's only. 



The total number of motor vehicle traffic accidents reported 
In Canada during 1953 was 241,102. Exactly comparable figures for 1952 
are not available as data for Newfoundland for that year included only 
the city of St. John's. Traffic accidents during 1953 included 2,597 
fatal, 42,502 injury and 196,003 property damage accidents. 	For the 
regions reported in 1952 the totals were fatal 2,400, injury 41,75, an' 
property damage 183,814 giving a grand total of 227,970 accidents. 

The amount of property damage caused has not been totalled 
for Canada as some provinces do not provide this compilation. Use of 
property damage data must be related to the provincial or local ragulatiuns 
regarding the minimum amount per accident which must be reported: thus 
Saskatchewan, which has a $100 minimum, might reasonably be expected to 
report a lower ratio of property damage accidents to total accidents and 
a higher average amount of damage per accident than Manitoba which has a 
$50 minimum. 

The 2,597 fatal motor traffic accidents which occurred during 
1953 caused the death of 2,906 persons. Traffic accidents involving motor 
vehicles resulted in injuries to 56,734 other persons during 1953. The 
1952 totals (excluding Newfoundland, outside the city of St. John's) were 
2 9 701 killed and 57,738 injured. 

Provincial comparisons show that fewer accidents were reported 
in Prince Edward Island and Quebec, but that all other provinces recorded 
increases. Fatal and property damage accidents led to the reduction in 
the Prince Edward Island total while that in Quebec was due to the report-
ing of fewer injury and property damage accidents. Nova Scotia, Quebec, 
Ontario, the four Western Provinces and the Territories all had more fatal 
accidents. Only Quebec reported fewer injury accidents while Prince Edward 
Island and Quebec were the only areas to show lass property accidents. 

Deaths due to motor vehicle traffic accidents were lower in 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Manitoba and British Columbia in 1953 
compared with 1952. Alberta experienced a sharp rise from 139 to 220 deaths 
in the interval. Injuries were more numerous in all areas except Quebec 
and Saskatchewan. Quebec reported a very great Improvement in persons 
inure with 8,_q27 in 19 	oontr€it€' tu  
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