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SUMMARY OF CANAL TRAFFIC

OCTOBER, 1949

Velume of freight passing through Canadian canals during Uctober was conciderably
reduced from the same mon th cf 1948 due to the continuation of the steel and soft coal
strikes in the United States., lihile the srain movement wes much heavier as the seaseon
drew to & close, the drop in soft coazl shipments was ver; large amcunting to over 998,000
tons for the three main Canzdian comal systems. Total freizht at 2,820,085 tons for all
Canadian canals in October compares with 3,205,143 tons cne jear carlier, & decline of 12
p.c. There were 2,826 vecssels using the canals as against 3,006 in the same period of
© 1948 with passenger velume down and the pleasure craft movement increesing,

Sault Ste. larie Cenals — Canzdiap and United Stetes Locks:i- Total traffic
through the combined locks during Octeber was 4,458,079 tons comparcd with 14,352,563 tons
in the preceding October. This is the lewsest volume for the month since 1832, Iron ore
dropped from 10,183,168 tc 2,044,820 tons as most steel mills werc idle in the United
Stetes and seft coal shrank from 1,291,194 to 123,604 tons reflccting both the work
stoppagze and the declining stocks of American forvarders. Vessels numbered 1,329 against
3,031 in October, 1948. Eastbound veclume at 3,087,323 tons for the menth was dovm frem
11,973,117 tons in the proceding October, with declines in pulpwoed, flour, other grain,
iron ore, scrap iron and miscellansous freight., VTheat, however, rose from 1,087,327 to
1,222,030 tons while structursl steel and stone improved. All westbound freight grossed
510,756 tons against 2,37¢,446 tons one year earlier with soft coal end stone sherply
lower, Herd coel increased by 50,308 tons to 83,527 and other freight was up-some 19,200
tons.

Jlelland Ship Canals- A totel of 761 vessecls used the canal during Octobaer
compared with 8%5 in the same month of 1948 and freight tonnage at 1,338,280 tons wag off
443,23¢ tons from Uctober last ear. Heavy reductions were shown in soft coal down from
759,874 to only 64,584 tons and in rye, flour, gasoline, pulpwood, coke and in iron ore
off from 237,966 to 34,457 tons. Vheat registered a spsctacular advance from 197,687 to
568,258 tons, corn from 6,872 to 45,332 tons, cats from 8,443 to 41,821 and petroleum and
other oils from 135,277 to 171,312 tons. Paper, sond and other freight 2lse moved through
in heavier velume this October. Ne passengers were shewn as nzainst 491 one year ago.

St. Lawrenca Canalss Although soft coal shipments were greatly reduced, the
sherp rise in wvheat produced an increcese over QOctober 1948 velume in traffic through the
St. Lawrence s;stem when 1,202,308 tens were racorded compared with 1,087,436 tons cne
vear earlier. Vessels numbered 1,266 ageinst 1,168, Gains were showm in berley, corn,
oats and wheat which at 562,218 tens was up 454,031 teng. Gaseline 2lso rese by over
40,600 tons to 141,134 for the month, while sugar, autos, paper and weodpulp improved,
Reductions were most proncunced in sof't ccal dewn from 533,473 tc 29,288 tens, and in
tye, (lour, pulpwecd off from 135,294 tc 55,194 tons, hard coal, sand =nd other freight.

The smaller cancls shewed a heavier movement this October on the Fichelieu and
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18489 9 NSOF 40 18
Cenadien : Canedien % : Canadian : Crnadian &

EAST BOUND e s TNB, Logled = Tock ;. VU.S, Locks
Pulpweod Tons 1,808 32;008 12;780 66 ;6886
Lumber “ - - - -
Flour i 4,313 L 9,153 9,133
itheot iy 15,343 1,222,030 20,468 %,057 887
Other Grein n 88;205 553;180 843718 598 ;809
Copper and Zine X = - = -
Iren Ore i = 2,044 ;826 = 10,183,168
Scerap Iron b = - = 10,850
Structurzl Steel i - 17,966 - 17,527
Stone " 7,000 16,004 7,420 7,420
Other Freight . 35,319 36,996 29,940 41,997

Total b 151 8688 $ @l , 323 164,489 1 076, 115
Passengers Number i 130 128 ”18
" WEST_BOUND
Conl, soft Tons 7,115 123,604 255635 1,991,194
Cosds, Lerd - 5;73 83;527 - 33;219
Ceke " - - = -
Ireon Ore i = - - =
Structural Steel s 35 BRle3 95 5,384
Salt u 167 6,909 166 6,114
0il and Gascline " 8;180 109,321 26;439 105,647
Stone n %, 90,446 ~ 163,948
Other Freight u 51,389 93,136 57,761, 73,940

Tatad i 72,589 SLY, 756 110,096 2,879, 44
Passengsrs Number 53 101 138 236
Total Freight Tens 224,577 2,438,079 274,585 11,362,563
Total Passengers Number 338 231 <61 5%
Number cof Vesscls 298 1, SE0 436 3,031
Rezistered Tonnnge Net 401,949 3,530,180 598,035 11,345,628

Bellend Ship Conal: Qetober, 1049 Qeteber, 1948
Vessels Be. J(oAE 835
Fecistered Tonnoge Tons 1,170;944 1,606,707
Pzescngers No, - 291
Barley Tons 45,385 46,725
Cern ! 15,332 6,872
Oats » 21,821 8,443
Fre " 3 23,269
Vheat . 568,958 197,687
Flour L 1,301 1,754
G~scline v 79,773 98,421
Petroloum =nd other Oils i ¥71,312 185 RTH,
Sugox L 8,982 %, 773
Pulpwood iy 70,914 98,026
Lutos ond Ports " 3% 386
P-per " 31,815 26,635
Wood Pulp n 3,524 i, 376
Scft Coel . 64 ;524 739,874
Coke " o 1,330
Iran Ore y 3,457 237,966
Sand p az,1% 10,800
A1l other freight b 150,042 138,882

———

Total Freight F t,338,280 1, P80 2 56
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St. Lawrence Cenals October, 1949 Qctober, 1948
Vessels No. 1,266 1,1€8
ke_istered Tonnage Tons 1,056;237 891,625
Passengers No. - ' 6
Barley Tons 38,048 32, 706
Corn 1 45,664 2,818
Qats " 25,109 7,414
Fyre n - 21,351
Wheat ! 562,218 108,187
Flour v 15501 2,569
Gasoline . 141,134 100, 530
Petroleum and other Oils n 83,301 83,993
Suzar A 6,525 2,903
Pulpwood " 55,194 133,294
Autos a2nd Parts iy 689 522
Paper h 18,542 16,168
liood Pulv - 6,559 5,031
Hord Coal " 4,274 16,935
Soft Coal 29,288 333,473
Sand - 29,570 44,570
All other freight a 154,294 . | A2

Totel Freight ¥ 1,202,308 1,087,436
' Ottawa fiver Rideau Richelieu River
{' Canal Conel Canal
i
I 1949 1948 1840 .. 1948 1949 | 1948

Vessels No. 146 137 9 129 | 96

Registered Tomnage Tons — 37;442 39;399 276 | 387 18,818 14;379

Passcngers No. ! - - ) 35 ¢ 5 g -

Total Freight Tans' * 31,¥12 54,252 pr 1 T 87, 18;506, ¢ 1345186

Plessure Craft : 505 395 | g~ - BT - ; -

Irent Murray St. Peter's
Canal Canal Canal

Vessels No.: S 97 | 4 13 83 . 67

Rezistered Tonn~ge Tong 11380y o SEey 259 | 5;349 4,566 | 6,010

Prssenzers No. i - - ? - D= 4 i |

Totel Freight Tons 16 6,509 - - La54 2;736

Plezsure Craf * 381 609 59 E4 14 -

St. Andrew's Cancl A1l Conadian Canels
1948 1948 5 1949 1948

Vessels No. | 128 150 § 2,826 5,006

Registered Tonncge Tons 15,166 15,531 ; 2,703,493 5,187,379

Possengers Ne. ! i ¥ IR 84 i 272 848

Total Freight  Tons 2,937 3,260 2,820,085 3,205,143

Pleusure Croft 70 78 1,978 1,350

(1) Exclusive of 526 pass

engers at Ottowa,
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