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Despite the feot that the season of navigation on the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence River systas 
got off to a late start this year, shipments of such bulk commodities as wheat and other grains, i.on ore and soft 
coal have been light. The Canadian look at Sault Ste. idarie opened on April 10th, twelve daye latmr than in the 
previous year while the Onited States looks began operating twenty_one days later, begin gArUJ 11 as compared 
with March 21st in 1953, and, the St. Lawrence eyeten reported the first vessel passage on April 13th thirteen 
days later. The Welland Ship canal, how.ver, began operations on March 25th, three days earlier but as at the other 
canals, traffic has been light. 

The total tonnage of freight transported through all Canadian canals during April mounted to 
1,653,812 tone lees than half the total of 3,307,044 tons reported for the same month of 1953 as very little wheat 
and other grains were shipped from the lakehead to eastern elevators which are filled to near capacity. Traffic 
through all three major canals was considerably lower than the average over the past ten years. 

The number of vessels looked through the canals totalled 1,254, a decrease of 1,151 from the 
April, 1953 total of 2.405 while the registered net tonnage declined to 1,703,506 tons from 3,451,107. 

8.AULT STE. MARIZ CANAL - CANADIAN AND UNITED STAXIO L0CB: The Canadian looks at Sault 
Ste. Marie opened 12 days later than in 1953 whereas those on the United States aide were 21 days later. The 
total amount of cargo looked through the Sault Ste. Marie canal during the month dropped to 2,360.476 tons from 
the April, 1953 total of 12,464,530 tons • Leatbound Ihionts were down to 1 • 959,956 tons from U. ,295, 924 as cargoes 
of wheat maount.d to 152,843 tons as compared with 1,636,677 tons in the previous April, iron ore totalled 1,377,968 
tons as against 8,511,305 and other grain was down to 312,707 tonS frost 666,381. Westbound •hi*enta also declined 
this April to 400,520 tons from 1,168,606 as cargoes of soft ooal dropped to 254,768 tone from 818,485 and stone to 
40,027 tons from 201,969. 

The numbir of vessel passages and registered net tonnage decreased to 608 vessels aggregating 
2,154,057 net tons from 2,606 vessels of 11,236,437 tons. Traffic through the Canadian lock only was down to 
151,703 tons from 364,924 with all commodities except structural steel, showing declines. 

WLAND SHIP CANAL: Opening 3 days earlier than in 1953 the Welland Ship canal reported that 
the volume of freight transported amounted to 1,151,543 tons, a decrease of 858,988 tone or 42.7 per cent from the 
AprIl, 1953 total of 2,010,531 tone, while the number of vessels totalled 587 aggregating 1,160,291 net tons as 
compared with 987 vessels of 1,896,374 tons. The tonnagee of all commodities except petroleum, sugar and autos were 
lower than in the previous year. Shimants of wheat amounted to 38,552 tons as compared with 435642 tone in the 
previous April, cargoes of barley decreased to 37,404 tons from 197,733, aoft coal totalled 630,221 tons as against 
733,483 and iron ore was down to 18,609 tons from 98,239. 

ST. LAsRENCE CANALS: Opening 13 days later than in 1953, this canal reported that, during the 
month, 361 vees.ls totalling 316,071 net tons transported 344,685 tons of freight through the St. Lawrence system. 
In the previous April, 841 voseLe of 776,719 net tone carried 910,686 tons of freight. The decrease thue amounted 
to 566,001 tons or 62.2 per Cent. As at the Sault and Weiland canals, praetioally all of the commodities were moved 
in lighter  quantities than in the corresponding period of 1953. Wheat ah.ipnente were down to 73,663 tona from 
307,057, barl.y dropped to 14,442 tons from 140,908 and soft coal was down to 77,343 tons from 133,101. 

Prepared in the Public Finance and Transportation Division, 
Transportation and Public Utiliti.a S•otion. 
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1954 1955 
&*La.T STL )ARIL OANALBt 

O.sdi.n Canadian & Canadian Canadian & 
Lock U.S. Looks Look U.S. Looks 

EAST BQttW 

Pulpwoo4 	Tons 1,854 5,054 3,688 3,688 

Ltab.r 	 U  - - - - 

flour 	 N  3,165 3,165 6,OU 6,011 

shoat U  3,462 152,843 69,684 1,636,677 

Other Grain 58,410 312,707 101,031 668,381 

Copper - - - - 

Iron Ore - 1,577,968 - 8,511,305 

3orap Iron 	N  - - - 12,702 

Structure). Steel 	N  4,856 7,264 2,460 45,370 

Stone 	 N - - 7,650 7,650 

Crud. Oil 	N - 51,094 - 356,071 

Other ?reight 19,582 49,861 50,069 50,069 

TOTAL N  91,329 1,959,956 240,593 11,295,924 

2 6 U. 25 Ps.50n8r'e 	NuMber 

1IT BOU)W 

Ooal, soft 	Toni 19,330 254,768 44,176 818,485 

Coal, hard 	N - 6,500 - 10,109 

00k. 	 N - - - 

Iron ore 	N - 9,300 

Structural St•.1 	N  2,000 8,997 676 676 

Salt 	 a  65 65 97 97 

Oil and 0a.oline 	a 8,866 39,561 23,415 47,546 

Stone 	 N - 40,027 13,491 201,989 

Othsi• tr.ight 	N  50,113 50,602 42,476 80,634 

TOTAL 	 N  60,374 400,520 124,531 1,168,606 

9 13 21 25 Pa.s.ng.rs 	luMbar 

TOTAL iKI 	Toni 151,705 2,360,476 364,924 12,464,530 

TOTAL PASSUGME 	NuMb.r U. 19 32 51 

Pl•asurs Craft 	N  1 1 2 2 

NuMber of V....1. 167 608 409 2,606 

RE(JI8T2R) TOWAGE 	N' 219,548 2,154,057 772,541 11,236,457 
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April, 1954 1 	April, 1953 

SHIP CI1AL 

V.issls 	 Number 587 987 
R.giuter.d Tonnage 	 Toni 1,160,291 1,876,374 
Peisengeri 	 Number - - 

Pleasure Craft 	 " - - 

Barl.y 	 Tong 37,404 197,733 
Corn 7,364 9,948 
oat. 	 N  10,591 34,176 
Rye - 5,884 
neat 38,552 443,642 
Flour 	 N  300 1,550 
Gasoline 43,747 61,465 
Crud. Oil 	 N 73,675 118,955 
Petroleum & oth.r oils 	" 118,791 92,967 
Sugar N  4,110 3,470 
Pulpwood 	 N - 

Autos and Pert. 	 N 818 153 
Paper 	 N 40,700 50,211 
Wood pp 	 N - 2,796 
HardCoal 	 N - - 

Soft Coal. 	 N 630,221 733,483 
Iron Or. 	 " 18,609 98,239 
Send 	 N 14,202 28,726 
All Other J'r.ight 	 " 112,459 137,133 

1,151,543 2,010,531 TOTAL FMGHT 

8?. IAW.R4CE CANAlS: 

V..s.1s No. 361 841 
Registered Tonnage Tone 316,071 776,719 
Pess.ngera No. - - 

Pleasure Craft 7 
Barley Tons 14,442 140,908 
Corn 7,691 10,916 
Oats " 3,784 20,977 
Rye - 5,237 
Sheet " 73,663 307,057 
Flour N  300 1,050 
Gasoline " 10,747 25,999 
Crude Oil. 16,400 26,100 
Petroleun I other Oils " 26,504 60,580 
Sugar  

Pulpwood N - - 

Autos and Parts " 94 1,478 
Pap.r N 20,978 21,157 
Sood Pulp " 555 5,252 
HardCoal. N - - 

Soft Coal N 77,343 133,101 
Iron Ore - - 

3end N 
- 14,500 

All other freight N 92,184 136,374 

TOTAL 7D N 344 1 685 910,686 
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Ottawa River Canals Rldeau Canal 

1954 1953 1954 1953 

Veae1s 	 No. 4 73 - - 

Registered Tonnage 	Tons 1,385 18,680 - - 

Passengers 	No. - - - - 

Pleasure Craft 9 19 - 

- 15,360 - - TOTAL FEICiff 	Tons 

Richeljeu River Canal. Treat Canal 

29 29 - - Veasela 	 No. 

Registered Tonnage 	Tons 4,601 3,897 - - 

Passengers 	No. - - I - 

Pleasure Craft 	" - - 8 - 

5,514 5,163 - - TOTAL FRkI(1T 	Tons 

Murray Canal. St. Peter's Canal 

1 10 105 56 Vessels 	 No. 

Registered Tonnage 	Tons 35 1,801 1,775 1,295 

Passengers 	No. - - 3 - 

Pleasure Craft 	" 10 - - 1 

TOTAL 	iI(iT 	Tons - 72 367 306 

St. Andrew's OaaJ. All Canadian Canal. 

Vessels 	 No. - - 1,254 2,405 

Registered Tonnage 	Tons - - 1,703,506 5,451,10? 

Passengers 	No. - - 14 32 

Pleasure Craft - - Be 29 

- - 1,653,812 5,307,044 'JX11AL FiRI(iT 	Tons 

29 passengers carried in small boats 
one passenger through one lock recorded as l* 


