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The base-weighted price indexes of the cost of constructing electrical utility 
distribution systems, transmission lines and transformation and switching stations 
in Canada expres° prices in a given year for materials, Labour and equipment as 
percentage of prices for the same components of cost in the base year 1961. Ann.i 
comodity, group and total indexes are presented herein for distribution systems, 
transmission lines and transformation and switching stations. Other than q noiid 
below indexes from 1956 to 1965 remain unchanged; the 1966 preLiminary indexes, ruir-
lished in the August 1967 issue of Priccs and Price Indexes" have been rcvicw d and 
revised; the 1967 indexes are provided as preliminary estimates. 
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. 	 At the aggregative level, the impact on the index of the revisions described h,'low has been id, that the leveli of 
the indexes have been lowered somewhat. (The revisions have left the basic methodology of the index construction, described 
:tt DBS publication 62-526, unchanged.) Due to the introduction of a new wage rate sample, distribution systems and trans. 
mission lines indexes have been lowered from 1965 forward. For transformation and switching stations the wage rate component 
underwent similar revision but in addition, revisions of more consequence were made to the materials and equipment components. 
The power transformer data have been revised from 1956 forward as have the in-place construction Indexes, Other coninodities 
such as ready-mix concrete, and switchgear and protective equipment were revised from 1962 and 1966 respectively. 

As noted, all indexes were affected when wage rate data supplied by the labour Standards liranch of the Federal 
Department of Labour were replaced by union basic wage rates collected from major utilities and from a few contractors 
speci.ilizing in electric utility construction. In addition to providing wage rate data more applicable to electric utility 
experience, the new sample provides greater regional coverage within most provinces, For this reason the indexc5 ire now 
described to relate to the provinces instead of to a sample of cities as previously. Samples selected are thought to relate 
adequately to union own-account and contract construction and to rural and urban construction with the exception Of wage rites 
for transmission lines. Further improvements to the transmission lines price samples will he made for Ontario, Alberta and 
Newfoundland in 1968 which will improve sample coverage for rural and non-union wage rates trom 1968 onwards. Further d. tills 
of the revisions are given In footnotes to the tables. 

Characteristics of Recent Price Movom&'it 

	

Sharp increases in the demand for capital goods which were a feature 'if the i-'coni 'my in 1965 and I r)),  '-rmi c. 	il ii 
ii7 when total demand for capital goods held close to their high 1966 levels. This change was accompanied by declines in 

• 	naloment in the construction industry. However, because of future anticipated needs Ii increased Ien" 	g 

	

riii,,, .ipo 	iv 
,uae nt the continuing growth of dec tric utility product ion, e.x1,endi Lures for electric ut HiEv lvl..nt tiay,•,'nF 000,1 1 	l 

-avv and, although the rate of increase in 1967 expenditure was reduce'l compared ti that ii the previous years, the 'i,'c i 
il ity' s share of total Investment rose during the period under review. The coSt iii hart 'wi C). money I 	Ii tanc- ronSi rio - i toil 

.1 so continued to rise although the increase in 1967 was less sharp than was that ri'cird,-d in 1966. 

l':h•ctric Utjlitii-s 

. 	 1965 	 1966 
19ti4 	 1965 	 191,6 

Recent price index percentage changes 

listrib,,tion 	systems 	........................................ f 2.4 1 4.9 1 4 • 4 
i-i 	ructIon 	.............................................. - 4.3 + 5. 11 
1 	ntIs 	............................................... . 4.6 + 0.2 1.8 

Ics 	................................................. i 12.9 i- 8.0 - 49 
• -nductiirs............................................ . 4.2 + 8.9 4.2 

or 	....... 	
........................................... 

F 4.4 4.1 i 11.  
'list ructi''n 	equipment 	.................................. I 1.0 f 2.2 S. 	1 

-tributitn 	systems 	equipment 	............................ . 2.1 i 3.6 I 0.9 

Transmission 	lines 	.......................................... + 5. 4.1 
Materials 	................................................. 1 6,1 + 1. 1 2.4 

lIes, 	western 	ced,ir 	.................................... + I 	1.2 I I 	I. 5 - II,. 	I 
Hardware 	................................................ F U. I F I., F 4.7 
Towt'rs 	.................................................. F 2.1 0 
(:,induc tors, 	i\1SR 	........................................ I 7.9 , I. 
Insulators 	.............................................. . 6.5 f 5. r. + 5.4 

labour.................................................... F 5.4 ) Ii. S + 12. 3 
I:i,,,st rut 	t ion 	,'quipm,-nl 	.................................... . 1.6 2.7 i- 4,7 

'l'r,nsfirm.,t ion 	and 	switching 	slit ins 	...... ...... . .......... I 6.1 4.2 - 2.9 
Strucliuris 	and 	inI)iriivemeiit S 	............................... F 10.11 + 5.6 - 5.5 

M .iierl.,I., 	............................................... I 7.8 4.3 - 5.1 
luswi'rk 	and 	ci 'nduc t  ors 	. ............................... + ' I. 9 1 8.0 - 2.8 

In-place 	prices 	......................................... . 11.1 f 111.1) - 
Earth 	exeavat I  tin 	...................................... I 16.2 + 11.6 - 8.1 
Iruslied 	gravels 	....................................... F 18.8 -F 6.8 - 1.5 

'it 	.................................................... . 4.5 F 5.2 I 12.7 

. 
I 	liii 	iqutlimint 	......................................... F 5. 7 1. 6 - I, 	6 
tsr 	transformers 	...................................... F 4.9 F 1.2 - 1.1 
-i tchg,ir 	-intl 	protect lvi- 	eqtltpm-nt 	..................... I 9,7 I 6.5 - 4. I 
tsr 	ci reid t 	breakers 	.................................. I 2. 1 F 4. 7 - H. I 
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Electric Utilities - Concluded 

1965 	 1966 	 196 7 
1964 	 1965 	 1966 

Riated Economic Indicators 
Capital 	expenditures 	in 	Canada(l) 	........................... + 17,6 + 17.3 + 0.6 
Capital 	expenditures 	in electric 	utilitics(l) 	............... + 24.9 + 21.6 + 13.6 
Expenditures in electric utilities as it proportion of capital 

expenditures 	in 	Canada 	.................................... 7. 3  7.6 8.6 

Indexes of 	employment 	in construction(2) 	.................... + 13.1 + 10.4 - 7.3 
Index of real domestic product for electric priwer(3) + 8.0 + 11.0 + 9.0 

Net 	generating 	capability(4) 	................................ + 8.9 + 	3.9 + 12.1 

Average bond 	yield 	for 	10 public 	utilities(S) 	............... + 3.5 + 13.2 + 8.7 

Source: (1) Public and Private investment in Canada, DBS Catalogue 61-205 Annual. 
(2) Canadian Statistical Review, OIlS Catalogue 11-003, Monthly. 
(3) Indexes of Real Domestic Product, by Industry, DBS Catalogue 61-506. 
(4) Annual Electric i'ower Survey of Capability and Load, OIlS Catalogue 57-204, Annual. 
(5) McLeod, Young, Weir and Company, 50 King Street West, Toronto. 

the change in demand for capital goods has been accompanied by a change in electric utility i.iinctructic'n irice 
behavior; as can be seen in the above table the pattern of overall price increases in all indexes has been changed. While many 
cousnodities continued to show price increases and while the labour indexes shoved the sharpest increaaes in the history of the 
tilexes, a number 1 important commodities showed price decreases. For individual commodities the decreases often tended 

he greater than the decline in federal sales tax on production machinery and equipment which affected many of the conmiod-
Its in 1967. 

. 	 A more detailed examination of the indexes reveals the Itilowing movements. Por the distribution systems and 
tatismission I ines, the rat&s,,f increase at the total level were similar in 1967 compared to 1966. All major c,impont'nts 

showed increases, with sharp increases at approximately 12 percent being shown in the labour component. Material prices rose 
less sharply in 1967 than in 1966. Of the two per cent increase shown in materials, one per cent relates to the general 
increase from 11 to 12 per cent in federal sales tax which occured at the beginning of the y,ar(l). 

The transformation and switching stations Index declined almost three points in 1167. Equipment and materials price 
ti mt's were sufficient 	to counter 	the 	13 per cent 	increase which occi,red 	in the 	labour tmp,intnt. 	Materials and equipment 
less shawed dc tines of 5.1 and 6.6 per cent, 	respectively, which do not 	exceed the det inc of 	6.5 per cent 	at t ribtit able 

l.l.rtges in federal sales tax an production equipment which occured during the year(1). 

he following commodity price movements are of interest: 

.:ution pols, whit-h are shorter and more readily available in the 	logging yards than transmission tin.  

lied to show less vigorous 	'rice movement 	I lion was shown by 	the 	transmission I in-; 	poles 	indox. hndte,l 	[lit 	['riser 
index declined by 4.9 per cent during 1967 while the latter Index decreased by 16.1 	per 	cent, 	a 	shl.irli ivisit 	ol 	[Ii, 

pricc 	beii;ivioi,i 	xhiihi t,,l 	in 	the 	previous 	years 	tinder 	review. 

(b) Conductors showed price rises during the four ye.lrs under review although Lite ;il,m,ii,um I r.,nsmissto,, 	e,'nduct,irs (ACSR) 	rose 

less than did 	th(, 	Indexes for sheathed copper and alimiiniun c,'nciuct,'rs. 

;teel prices as 	reflected in price collections for 	light structural steel 	for transmission towers showed an increase 
in 1965 of 2.3 per cent, no change in 1966 and a sharp price decline in 	1967 of 5 per cent. 

l;quipmt'iit 	(,ricc changes can he 	stnmn;irized as 	follows: 

t ri in t ;ige 	c hi rig,. 
rice index ii t ntbiitib I' 	t it 

'c rcentagi.' I t'd.'r il 	'tilts 
Nd 	(n'rcen I age 

c hi;ingi ' tx 	U tiangi' p r it-, 	c lii uge 

1967 1)67 
1966  1966  

Distribution 	Systems 	Kqtiipmenl 	.. .............................. 	 + 0.9 1.0 - 	.1 
Meters 	...................................................... + 	1.0 1.11 0 
i)istrihut ion 	t r;iiisform,rs 	................................... I) $ 	I_I) - 	[.it  

Station 	equipment 	............................................. 	(.5 6.8 I 	.3 
l ower 	t ransforine rs 	......................................... - 	7. I - 	6.8 - 	. 
Circui & 	hr, ' ;ikers 	............................................ 	8. 	3 - 	(.8 - 	.5 

Suit iiigear 	and 	prt - t I Is . 	. i iii pmint 	......................... 	4.4 - 	1.8 I 	2.4 

(1 early I oderal si 10,1 tax cliaiiges wire the major toni ri hul I rig tact in it1 tile 4IL-c I I ties icing shown iii iii.iiiy iii iii' 

ailment index,s. 	With ,iii. except ion, m;iiiiil ;icl.tir,'rs ci thit'r hell prices st,uly or gr.ulI ,ti aihili I i,,,i,,l 'rice ,lere;ises during 
ear. 

• 	

rate eli.iiigcs hi;iv, hie,'n v igir,iiis ,hi,ri rig tile livrkld under rev i iw. 	A simsn.iry 'if changes's curl rig in .r,iv i IceS WI Iii 

I): 	index 	el gut a ie. ,'iit lined iii Lii, f,il I 'wing labic.  

7 for a siusii.iry 01 l.dt'ral soles t.i\ rites us,,! Li adjust index (irices. 
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Electric Utility Wage Rate Components Percentage Change from the preceding Year 

I 	 1965 	 1966 	 1967 
1964 	 1965 	 1966 

[I: 

. 

Quebec 

Linemen: 
Transmission lines ........................................ 
Distribution 8yatetns ...................................... 

Croundmen: 
Transmission lines ........................................ 
Distribution systems ...................................... 

Electricians ................................................ 

Coimnon labourers ............................................ 

Ontario 

Linemen: 
Transmission tines ........................................ 
Distribution systems ...................................... 

:r.undmcn: 
ransmission lines ........................................ 

Pistribution systems ...................................... 

.1ctricians ................................................ 

Coimnon labourers ............................................ 

British Columbia 

linemen: 
Transmission tines ........................................ 
Distribution systems ...................................... 

Groundmen: 
Transmission tines ........................................ 
Uistributioa systems ...................................... 

l ectrici.ins ................................................ 

rs 	............................................ 

+ 6.8 + 5.6 + 27.7 
+ 4.0 + 4.2 + 25.0 

+ 7.4 + 7.0 + 15.7 
+ 4.5 + 4.7 + 13.2 

+ 4.8 + 4.0 + 24.0 

+ 5.7 + 5.4 + 	12.1 

+3.7 + 5.0 + 	8.2 
+4.1 + 4.3 + 	8.6 

+5.7 + 6.3 + 	7.6 
+4.6 + 4.7 + 	4.2 

+3.8 + 4.0 + 	8.8 

+ 4.3 + 5.0 + 	10.1 

	

+ 6.3 	 + 	6,1 	 + It.? 

	

+6.1 	 + 6.1 	 4 	9.4 

	

+4.9 	 +11.1 	 + 16.9 

	

+5.8 	 + 6.2 	 + ').b 

	

+6,5 	 + 6.1 	 : 	7,6 

	

0 	 + 14.6 	 + 19.1 

Bates ii increase accelerated during the period with "major" increases ranging from 10 to as much as 28 percent 
expel ieuced in 1967 in British Columbia and Quebec. In 1965 and 1966 increases were of the order of 5 or 6 percent. During 
the tour-year period sharp increases were most cauTion in Quebec and least cousnon in Ontario. Indeed, in Ontario the average 
increase during the period under review was six percent. 

Within Quebec, the effect of faster rising rates outside of Metro-Montreal can be detected in the sh,ir1or rises shown 
in the t ransmission ii nes series is opposed to the distribution systems for groundmcn and linemen. Metro-Mont roil his a 
sm.it icr weight in Lite tr.lnsmi sston I Inca index than it his in the distribution systems i ides. 	It is Asoi interest to lot 0 

that the price movement if groundmen and craumlon labourers is simil.ir  in Quebec, and that electric i,in intl linemen ru eç in 
showing similar beh,uv iour. 	These patterns are not repeated in the other mu jor pruuv incos. 	u)nt,uriuu eahib! t a x irni tat ch.uiige 
for Al trades shuuwn, whereas in British Columbia, linemen .ind gruundmen rates inovc similarly but c,,nnnin labuuurtrs show a 
put tern or price change camp! etely unl ike any other trade shown in the table. 

11 
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- rt--\iL1v. 	195-7 

(1961.100) 

Indexes 

Total, major cotponents and items Pre- 

1956 	1957 	1958 1959 	1960 	1961 1962 	1963 1964 	1965 	final 	limi- 	1968 1969 
1966 	nary 

1967 

Distribution 	systems 	.................. 95.1 96.5 93.2 96.8 100.3 100,0 101.9 102.5 104.6 107. 1r 112.4 117.4 

Construction 	........................ 92.7 91.9 93.5 96.3 98.5 100.0 102.5 105.2 107.8 112,4r 118.5 125.2 

aterials(1) 	...................... 103.8 100.4 98.7 100.6 100.3 10010 101.8 103.9 105.2 110.0 116.8 118.8 
Poles 	........................... 99.1 97.5 99.1 104.8 99.3 100.0 104.0 108.4 107.3 121.1 130.8 124.4(2) 

Eastern 	cedar 	................. 120.8 101.9 101.3 116.2 100.2 100.0 109.0 112.1 109.1 109.8 121.4 - 

Western 	cedar 	................. 97.7 97.2 99.0 104.1 99.2 100.0 103.6 108.1 107.2 121.8 131.4 - 

Crossarms 	....................... 113.1 97.4 94.9 110.2 105.7 100.0 111.9 116.6 128.0 128.2 129.9 133.2 

Hardware 	........................ 96.5 97.4 99.5 99.7 100.0 100.0 101.3 103.5 103.5 102.0 101.6 105.7 
Secondary 	racks 	............... 95.9 96.7 98.8 99.6 99.9 100.0 102.6 104.4 104.4 98.6 93.5 95.5 
Other 	hardware 	................ 96.8 97.7 99.8 99.7 100.0 100.0 100.9 103.2 103.2 103.3 104.8 109.7 

Conductors 	...................... 107.9 103.4 99.1 98.1 100.2 100.0 99.7 100.6 102.3 106,6 116.1 121.0 
Triplex 	....................... 102.9 105.5 102.3 97.8 100.0 100.0 98.1 97.4 97.2 99,4 103.4 105.9 
Polyethylene insu- 

lated 	- 	Aluminum 	............ 102.9 105.5 102.3 97.8 100.0 100.0 98.1 97.4 97.3 99.6 103.5 106.5 
Copper 	.............. 123.0 96.9 89.3 99.0 100.7 100.0 104.6 110.3 117.5 128.0 153.9 165.5 

Insulators 	...................... 94.9 95.2 95.9 98.7 102.0 100,0 100.6 101.4 101.4 106.0 111.8 117.8 
1.ur.inaires 	...................... 96.1 97.1 97.0 99.2 100.1 100.0 101.2 102.7 103.0 98.5 95.2 95.7 

Labour 	............................ 75.7 78.5 84.9 89.3 95.3 100.0 104.3 108.3 112.8 117•8r 123.3 138.0 
Croundmen 	....................... 75 .0 78.1 84.6 88.8 95.0 100.0 104.3 108.5 113.0 118.Or 123.7 136.3 
Linemen 	......................... 76.1 78.8 85.1 89.6 95.5 100.0 104.2 108.2 112.8 117,6r 123.0 139.1 

Construction equipment 	............ 85.2 90.1 93.8 96.2 98.9 100,0 99.4 100.0 101.3 102,3r 104.5 110.0 
Equipment 	- 	Trucks 	.............. 82.6 90.5 95.7 97.8 99.6 100.0 102.3 103.5 103.7 103.6 104.8 108.5 
Operatins 	expenses 	.............. 87.7 89.7 91.9 94.5 98.2 100.0 96.3 96.6 99.0 101. 0r 104.1 111.4 

'echarics(3) 	.................. 75.7 78.5 81..9 89.3 95.3 100.0 104.3 108.3 112.8 118. 1r 123.4 138.8 
Other Operating Expenses(4) 	... 94.9 9.3 6.2 97.7 99.9 100.0 91.7 89.6 90,7 90.7 92.5 95.0 

Distribution systems equin(nt1 100.4 134.6 92.5 97.9 104.3 100.0 100.4 96.3 97.6 95.4 98.8 99.7 
'telere 	.......................... 89.4 96.7 99.3 99.1 100,0 100.0 100.) 99.1 98.4 98.6 98.6 100.9 
Trar.sformrs 	.................... 117. 3 112.9 88.9 97.1 107.1 100.0 100.6 94.7 96.9 93.3 99.0 99.0 

(1) Corbined ratria1s and distribution 
syst.rls 	equi?ment 	index 	........... 1)2. 3 113.1 9o. ) 99. - 112.1 100.0 101.2 100.6 101.9 103.6 109.0 110.6 

(2) Price :ove.ent 	for 	the pole 	indey is derived fro- prioe roorts for western cedar only, from 1967 forward. 
3) 	In 	1943, iederal Departoent of LaooLr Fair Wage 7atas were replaced by wage rates reported by a sample of electric utilities and contractors. 	See also 

footnote 	1, Table 
(i.) Inc component 	indexes of Other Operating Expenses are sovn in Table 2. 
r 	Revised figures. 
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ii ri':e 	:nde€s 	. 	1e 	Inc 	ii Ii iv 1rns.issior. 	Lincs, 	or .mp'ect s 	and 1 tens, 	.•\nicjal Lv 	19': _7 

(1961.100) 

Indexes 

Total, major com9onents 

and items Pee- 

1956 	1957 	1958 1959 	1960 	1961 1962 	1963 1964 	1965 	 1968 1969 

1967 

Transmission 	lines 	................ 92.1 94.4r  95.7 97.0 98.9 100.0 100.9 102.3 102.7 1085r 113.0 118.6 

9aterials 	.................... 98.5 100.3 99.8 100.0 100.3 100,0 99.9 100.5 99.6 105.7 109.3 111.9 

Poles, 	towers and 	fixtures 	. . .. 95.8 97.3 98.8 102.0 100.3 100.0 101.3 103.1 103.5 108.7 113.9 115.2 

Poles, 	western 	cedar 	....... 97.7 97.2 99.0 104.1 99.2 100.0 100.4 103.8 101.8 115.2 130.7 109.7 

Crossar's 	........... 113.1 97.4 94.9 110.2 105.7 100.0 111.9 116.6 128.0 128.2 129.9 133.2 

Hardware 	.............. 96.8 97.7 99.8 99.7 100.0 100.0 100.9 103.2 103.2 103.3 104.8 109.7 

Towers 	................... 90.8 97.1 99.0 99.8 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 102,3r 102.3 97.3 

Conductors and insulators 	. 	. . 	101.2 103.5 100.9 97 9 100.3 100.0 98.5 97.9 95.5 102.6 104.7 108.5 

Conductors, 	ACSR 	........... 102.4 105.0 101.9 97.7 100.0 100.0 98.1 97.3 94.4 101.9 103.4 106.8 

Insulators 	................ 94.9 95.2 95.9 98.7 102.0 100.0 100.6 101.4 101.4 106.0 111.8 117.8 

Labour 	.......................... 75.2 
78.3 

84.5 88.7 94.9 100.0 104.6 108.6 112.8 118.9 126.5 142.0 

Groundmen 	..................... 74.7 78.0 84.2 88.3 94.6 100.0 104.7 108.8 113.0 1192r 127.5 141.4 

Linemen 	...................... 76.0 787r 
85.0 89.3 95.4 100.0 104.5 108.2 112.5 118.4 125.1 143.0 

Construction 	equipment 	........ 84.2 88.2 91.5 94.3 97.5 100.0 99.2 99.4 101.4 103.0 105,8 110.8 

Equipment 	.................... 78.2 84.3 89.9 93.2 96.1 100.0 104.1 104.9 107.2 109.0 111.6 115.7 

Bulldozers 	.................. 76.9 82.6 87.9 92,0 95.3 100.0 104.2 106.2 111.0 112.3 112.5 116.3 

Compressors 	............. 75.1 79.9 86.0 89.8 93.5 100.0 105.6 105.0 106.8 111.2 117.6 122.3 

Trucks 	...................... 82.6 90.5 95.7 97.8 99.6 100.0 102.3 103.5 103.7 103.6 104.8 108.5 

Operating 	expenses 	......... 90.2 921r 93.1 95.4 98.8 100.0 94.3 93.8 95.7 97,0r 100.0 105.9 

Mechanics(1) 	......... 75.2 78,3r 84.5 88.7 94.9 100.0 104.6 108.6 112.8 1181r 124.4 141.0 

Other Operating Expenses 	.... 95.2 96.7 96.0 97.7 100.1 100.0 90.8 88.9 90.0 89.9 91.8 94.2 

Diesel 	fuel 	............. 99.1 103.2 97.9 99.6 100.0 100.0 101.7 103.1 101.3 98.1 97.7 98.6 

Gasoline 96.5 99.6 99.8 99.9 99.5 100.0 98.3 90.7 91.5 88.4 88.8 89.7 

Lubricating oils 91.0 94.1 94.5 96 0 98.4 100.0 100.0 99.8 99.2 99.5 102.9 107.6 

Tires 	................ 94.4 94.1 92.8 96 2 101.7 100.0 79.1 79.6 81.9 84.6 88.7 92.1 

Tubes 	.................. 93. 1 92.5 89.7 88.9 88.9 100.0 100.8 100.8 100.8 102.5 99.7 101.3 

Repair 	parts 	........... 93.4 95.3 96.6 97.3 98.7 100,0 101,0 103.7 103.5 103.9 104.4 108.0 

(1) In 1965, Federal Departmen: of Labour Fair Wage Rates were replaced by t.'age estee reported by a sample of electric utilities and contractors. See also footnote 

Table 5. 

r Revised figures. 
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and ttms, Canada, Annually, 1956-67 

(1961-100) 

.- 

Indexes 

Total, major components 
and items 

1956 	1957 	1958 	1959 	1960 	1961 	1962 	1963 	1964 	1965 	Final 
1966 

Pre- 
hunt- 
nary 	1968 
1967 

1969 

Transformation and switching 
stations .................. 

Structures and improvements 

Materials ............... 

Ready-mix concrete (1) 
Steel structures ...... 
Wooden structures ..... 
Buswork and conductors 

	

In-place prices ......... 	 12 8 5r 	1106r 	1143 r 	1141r 

	

Earth excavation ......161,4r 	13r 	1136r 	1167r 	1219 r 

	

Crushed gravels ....... 	13l.O 	1221 r 	1056r 	1103 r 	1014 r 

	

Labour(2) .................74.3 	77,6 	82.5 	88.6 	94.7 

	

Coimnon labourer .........71.2 	75.4 	81.3 	87.3 	93.9 

	

Electriciar .............76.0 	78.8 	83.1 	89.3 	95.1 

100.0 104, 5r 1072t 1117r 1187r 123.7 120.1 

100.0 102 , 6r 109•or 113.ir 1244r 131.4 124.2 

100.0 100•4r 103,5r 1091 r 1176r 122.6 116.3 

100.0 100, 3r 104 2r 1073r 112o 118.3 121.7 
100.0 100.1 102.4 107.1 114.7 115.7 104.4 
100.0 104.2 108.9 116.0 125.0 129.8 124.9 
100.0 100.0 103.5 110.8 121.8 131.6 127.9 

100.0 111.2 130 4 r 129 0r 1510r 166.1 155.2 

100.0 1188r 1450r 1391r 1617r 180.4 165.8 
100.0 98 .8 r 106 7 r 1 1 25r 1337r 142.8 137.8 

100.0 104.3 107.6 111.5 116,5r 122.5 138.0 

100.0 105.6 109.3 114.2 119,2r 126.5 140.6 
100.0 103.6 106.8 110.0 1151r 120.3 136.6 

	

115. 2 
	

118. 1 
	109 •0r 	113,5r 	109•8r 

	

110. 1r 
	

105. 6r 
	

101.3 	102.6r 	1033r 

	

100.0 
	

99.8 
	

99.0 	99.6 	100.5 

	

99.8 
	

100.0 
	

100.0 	100.0 	100.0 

	

92.3 
	

97.4 
	

99.0 	99.8 	100.6 

	

102.2 
	

97.1 
	

97.1 	103.9 	102.5 

	

109.6 
	

103.5 
	

99.0 	98.3 	100.2 

	

Station equipment .........1279r 	1 32 ,6r 	1184 r 	123 2r 	11 57r 	 105 1 r 	1067r 	111 5r 	1179r 	122.1 	114.1 

Power j'rar.sfortners(3) 	1 47 r 	13 r 	130 6r 	13 6 3r 	1215r 	100.0 	108 3 r 	1 058r 	1098r 	1152r 	116.6 	108.3 

	

Circuit Breakers ........95.2 	97.3 	96.7 	101.1 	104.4 	100.0 	100.9 	106.4 	112.8 	115.8 	121.3 	111.2 
Siitchgear and protec- 

tive Equipraent(4) ... 	12B.9 	122.9 	114.4 	117.9 	114.6 	100.0 	102.7 	108.4 	113.3 	124.3 	132.4 	126.7 

(1) Additional prices were incorporated into tne index beginning in 1962. The present sample is sufficiently extensive that regional indexes are available 
monthly from mid 1967 onward. 

(2) See footnott 1) Table 6. 
(3) Industry Selling Price Transformer Index was utilized from 1956 to 1961. Additional data have become available recently and the expanded sample was 

introduced into the inde;: in 1962. 
(3) The index oresented for the period 1956 to 1966 is a weighted average of the ruetalciad switchgear index and the disconnect switches contained in earlier 

publications. Additional data r.ave recently become available and the expanded sample was introduced into the index in 1966. 
?evised figures. 
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(1961=100) 

indexes 

Pr e - 
1 jazi - 

Final nary 
1956 	1957 	1958 	1959 1960 	1961 	1962 	1963 	1964 	1965 	1966 1967 1968 	1969 

Lneaen 

Newfoundland 	.................... 7.,2 76,6 87.9 90.6 96,9 100.0 104.3 105.3 107.4 110.7" 115.5 118.9 

Nova 	Scotia 	..................... 74.2 76.6 87.9 90.6 96.9 100.0 104.3 105.5 107.4 1136r 119.3 126.4 

New 	Brunsv . .. 	................... 14.2 76.6 87.9 90.6 96.9 100.0 104.3 105.5 107.4 1122r 1174 129.4 

Quebec 	.......................... 73.9 73.0 81.8 86.9 93.7 100.0 109.7 113.6 118.7 123.5r 128.7 160.6 

Ontarto 	......................... 78.2 81.2 83.9 80,6 9.6 100.0 103.4 106.7 110.4 1149r 119.8 130.1 

Manitoba 	........................ 70.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97... 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 1139r 117.3 126.8 

Saskatchewan 	.................... 70.6 80.3 88,3 94.2 97,- 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 1168r 122.7 133.3 

Alberta 	......................... .4 92.2 86.3 91.1 9-,3 10-2.0 102.4 104.1 108.2 112.6 122.6 130.4 

British 	Co1umbia 	................ ?,7 78.2 87.7 95.4 98.2 100.0 101.8 107.4 112.3 1192r 126.5 138.4 

Canada 	............................ 76.1 76.5 83.1 89.6 93.5 100.0 104.2 108.2 112.8 1176r 123.0 139.1 

Croundmen 

Newfoundland 	.................... 31.0 86.- 93,5 92,3 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 117.0' 121.4 125.8 

Nova 	Sco:a 	..................... 81.3 86. 90.5 92.3 966 100.0 106.1 110.9 113.6 120.9' 125.6 133.6 

New 	Bruns.: 	................... 81.) 86.- 90,3 92.5 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 120,0r 126.7 135.6 

uebec 	.......................... 73.9 75.0 81.8 86.9 93.7 100.0 109.7 113.6 118.7 1240r 129.8 146.9 

Ontario 	......................... 7..0 78.2 83.- 86,0 93.8 100.0 102.9 106.2 109.3 1134r 119.8 130.8 

Manitoba 	....................... 7.6 80.8 88,5 94.2 974 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 
1165r 

120.7 136.1 

Saskatchean 	.................... 70.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97,3 100,0 100.0 105,1 110.9 1139r 118.7 123.7 

Alberta 	......................... 71.8 73.9 79.8 83.6 91.0 100.0 103.2 107.4 109.0 1135r 123.0 130.5 

Bridari 	Cal 	bia 	................ 03.1 78.1 83,6 89.5 93.0 100.0 102.3 107.3 111.9 118.4' 125.7 137.8 

Canada 	............................ 73.0 78.1 84.6 88.6 93.0 100.0 104.3 108.5 113.0 
1180 

123.7 136.3 

(1) For tOC period 1956 to 196.. wa;e race indexes were derived for nine 7lajor cities from data supplsed by the Labour Standards Branch of the Department of 
Laoour. In January 1965, Union wage rate data for basic wags rates rporced by major utilities and some contractors were Incorporated into the index. The 
sa.'aple selected provides a estiate of .'ae race cnan3e for each province and represents urban own-account and contract electric utility construction. 

r Revised figures. 
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(l961l00) 

Indexes 

Pre- 
1956 	1957 	1958 	1959 1960 	1961 1962 	1963 	1964 	1965 	Final ' 	1968 1969 1966 nary 

1967 

Linemen 

Nefound1and 	.................... 74.2 76.6 87.9 90.6 96.9 100.0 104.3 105.5 107.4 110.7 115.5 118.9 

Nova 	Scotia 	........ . ............ 74.2 76.6 87.9 90.6 96.9 100,0 104.3 105.5 107.4 1136 119.3 126.4 

New 	Brunswick 	................... 74.2 76.6 87.9 90.6 96.9 100.0 104.3 105.5 107.4 112.2r  117.4 129.4 

Quebec 	.......................... 73.9 75.0 81.8 86.9 93.7 100.0 109.7 113.6 118.7 1268r 133.9 171.0 

Ontario 	......................... 78.2 81.2 83.9 85.6 94.6 100.0 103.4 106.7 110.4 1145r 120.2 130.0 

Manitoba 	........................ 77,6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97.4 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 113.9' 117.3 126.8 

Saskatchewan 	.................... 77.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97.4 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 116,8r 122.7 133.3 

Alberta 	......................... 77.4 82.2 86.3 91.1 94.5 100.0 102.4 104.1 108.2 112•6r 122.6 130.4 

British 	Columbia 	................ 74.2 78.2 87.7 95.4 98.2 100.0 101.8 107.4 112.3 1194r 126.9 
sO 

141.1 

Canada 	............................ 76.0 787r 85.0 89.3 95.4 100.0 104.5 108.2 112.5 118.4 125.1 143.0 

Groundmen 

Newfoundland 	.................... 81.0 86.4 90.5 92.5 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 I17.O 121.4 125.8 

Nova 	Scotia 	......... . ........... 81.0 86.4 90.5 92.5 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 120•9r 125.6 133.6 

New 	Brunswick 	................... 81.0 86.4 90.5 92.5 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 120,0r 126.7 135.6 

Quebec 	.......................... 73.9 75.0 81.8 86.9 93,7 100.0 109.7 113.6 118.7 127. 5r 136.4 157.8 

Ontario 	......................... 74.0 78.2 84.4 86.0 94.8 100.0 102.9 106.2 109.4 1156r 122.9 132.2 

Manitoba 	........................ 77.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97.4 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 116,5r 120.7 136.1 

Saskatchewan 	.................... 77.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97.4 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 113,9r 118.7 124.7 

Alberta 	......................... 71.8 73.9 79.8 85.6 91.0 100.0 103.2 107.4 109.0 113•5r 123.0 130.5 

British 	Columbia 	................ 73.1 78.1 83.6 89.5 95.0 100.0 102.3 107.3 111.9 I17.1+ 130.7 152.8 

Canada 	............................ 74.7 78.0 84.2 88.3 94.6 100.0 104.7 108.8 113.0 119•2r 127.5 141.4 

(1) For the period 1956 to 1964, wage rate indexes were derived for nine major cities from data supplied by the Labour Standards Branch of the Department of 
Labour. In January 1965, union wage rate data for basic wage rates reported by major utilities and some contractors were incorporated in the index. The 
sample selected provides an estimate of wage rate change for each province and represents urban own-account and contract electric utility conetruction. 

r Revised figures, 
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AIH 	'.1. lrausfnrttcitjon and 	Swi tnhjpS Stations Constructj,( l 

Lanada and Nine Provinces, 1956-67, 
(1961.100) 

Indexes 

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1968 1969 

1967 

Coon labourer (2) 

Nova 	Scotia 	....................... 81.0 86.4 90.5 92.5 96.6 100.0 106.1 110.9 115.6 126.7 135.1 146.2 

New 	Brunswick 	..................... 82.9 91.0 94.6 94.6 96.4 100.0 103.6 103.6 106.3 111.1 117.3 125.5 

Quebec 	............................ 73.9 75.0 81.8 86.9 93.7 100.0 109.7 113.6 118.7 125.5 132.3 148.3 

Ontario 	........................... 66.8 72.8 78.2 85.1 93.1 100.0 105.0 108.6 114.6 119.5 125.5 138.2 

Manitoba 	.......................... 67.3 74.5 80.0 89.7 95.2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 104.4 108.1 116.9 

Saskatchewan 	...................... 77.6 80.8 88.5 94.2 97.4 100.0 100.0 105.1 110.9 114.1 117.8 124.1 

Alberta 	........................... 71.8 73.9 79.8 85.6 91.0 100.0 103.2 107.4 109.0 113.1 123.4 129.0 

British 	Columbia 	.................. 73.1 78.1 83.6 89.5 95.0 100.0 102.3 107.3 111.9 111.9 128.2 153.0 

Canada 	............................ 71.2 75.4 81.3 87.3 93.9 100.0 105.6 109.3 114.2 119.2 126.5 140.6 

Electrician(2) 

Nova 	Scotia 	....................... 78.3 81.7 85.2 88.3 92.6 100.0 102.2 104,3 108.7 114.4 119.1 126.7 

New 	Brunswick 	..................... 79.0 82.0 86.0 89.5 96.0 100.0 100.0 106.5 110.0 122.0 129.8 143.4 

Quebec 	............................ 80.0 80.0 83.2 90.0 95.2 100.0 106,0 108.8 112.0 117.4 122.1 151.4 

Ontario 	........................... 71.6 75.6 79.5 85.7 93.5 100.0 102.5 105.3 108.1 112.2 116.7 127.0 

Manitoba 	.......................... 73.6 80.4 85.0 91.1 96.8 100.0 101.4 103.5 106.1 111.0 115.9 128.0 

Saskatchewan 	...................... 88.0 89.3 92.7 96.6 98.7 100.0 106.8 111.1 114.5 117.7 122.2 133.6 

Alberta 	........................... 77.4 82.2 86.3 91.1 94.5 100.0 102.4 104.1 108.2 112.9 122.9 130.8 

British 	Columbia 	.................. 74.2 78.2 87.7 95.4 98.2 100.0 101.8 107.4 112.3 119.6 126.9 136.6 

Canada 	............................ 76.0 78.8 83.1 89.3 95.1 100.0 103.6 106.8 110.0 115.1 120.3 136.6 

(1) For the period 1956 to 1964, wage rate indexes were derived for eight major cities from data supplied by the Labour Standards Branch of the Department of 
Labour. In January 1965, union wage rate data for the basic wage rates reported by major utilities and some contractors were incorporated in the index. The 
sample selected provides an estimate of wage rate change for each province - and represents urban own-account and contract electric utility construction. 
Wage rate data for Newfoundland have been collected and are available on request. 

(2) Expenditures for Newfoundland during the base-weight period were small and for this reason wage rates for Newfoundland are not included in the published 
indexes. Rates have been collected from Newfoundland utilities since 1964 and indexes are available upon request. 
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TABLE VII. Federal Sales Tax Rates for Coninodities Used in Electric Utility Construction Price lndexee(l) 

Tax percentage rates for taxable coditjes 

Tax 
Cxmnodity 	 exempt 

item 	
1/1/56 	30/4/59 	1/1/67 	1/1/56 	14/6/63 	1/4/64 	1/1/65 	1/4/67 	2/6/67 

to 	to 	to 	to 	to 	to 	to 	to 	to 
29/4/59 31/12/66 31/12/67 13/6/63 31/3/64 31/12/64 31/3/67 1/6/67 31/12/67 

Distribution systems and transmis- 
sion lines 

Towers 	........................ 10 11 	12 
Poles, 	wooden 	.................x 
Croaaarm 	..................... 10 11 	12 
Hardware 	...................... 10 11 	12 

onductors; S Aluminum 	.................... 10 11 	12 
opper 	...................... 10 ii 	12 

Insulators 	.................... 10 11 	12 
Meters 	........................ 10 ii 	12 
Transformers 	.................. 10 11 	12 
Lunilnaires 	.................... 10 11 	12 
Trucks 	........................ 10 11 	12 
Bulldozers 	.................... 10 11 	12 

. 

Compressors 	................... 
Gasoline 	...................... 

10 
10 

11 	12 
11 	12 

Diesel 	fuel 	................... 10 11 	12 
lubricating otis 10 11 	12 
Tires 	......................... 10 11 	12 
Tubes 	......................... 10 11 	12 
Parts 	......................... 10 II 	12 

Transformation and switching 
stations 

. 1arth excavation and 
embankment 	..................x 

Gravels 	.......................x 
Ready-mix concrete 	............x 

Steel structures: 
Steel 0 4 8 11 6 0 
Insulators 0 4 8 ii 6 0 

Wooden structures: 
Poles 	....................... x 
Crossarms 0 4 8 11 6 0 
Insulators 0 4 8 11 6 
Hardware 0 4 8 11 6 0 

liuswork and conductors 0 4 8 ii 6 0 
Power transformers 0 4 8 11 6 0 
Circuit breakers 0 4 8 ii 6 0 
Disconnect switches 0 4 8 11 6 0 
Metalclad switchgear 0 4 8 11 6 0 

(fl 1ndex,s or prices used in these indexes were aditiqued to ref leer 1:dir1 sales 1.15 rates L'eniral Iv ape! ic.ihle on sales of 



cATSTI(S CANADA JBPAP1 

1010)00406 

. 

. 

S 

0 


