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(1961=100) 

DBS Publication 62-533 

The Prices Division released recently the new Construction Price Indexes for 
Hydro-electric Generating Stations for the period 1961 to 1970. These base-weighted 
indexes, which can be used to restate hydro-generating stations expenditures into 
the price levels of a particular year, are annual indexes which will appear about 
March of each year in Prices and Price Indexes, DBS Catalogue 62-002 and in the En-
ergy Statistics Service Bulletin. These indexes include prices for production 
equipment and for construction in-place, interest during construction, and wage 
rates for engineering and administrative expense. The remainder of the index re-
lates to price movement for the inputs of labour, materials and construction equip-
ment for powerhouse, dams, reservoirs and waterways construction. 

A copy of the original release, DBS Publication 62-533, is enclosed for your 
information. 

Users may find particularly useful the wage rate indexes which are available 
in some detail as a result of the preparation of these indexes. Basic wage rate 
indexes for the following trades and cities are available on request from the 
Prices Division. 
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Trades 	 Cities 

Labourer 
Carpenter 
Sheet metal worker 
Iron workers, structural 
Reinforcing iron workers 
Plumber 
Electrician 
Cement finisher 
Crane operators 
Tractor operators  

St John's, Newfoundland 
Hal if ax 
Saint John, New Brunswick 
Montreal 
Toronto 
Winnipeg 
Regina 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 

The Prices Division intends to publish the above indexes in November in Prices 
and Price Indexes and in the .Energy Statistics Service Bulletin. 

Users should remember that the wage rate average published for Canada as a part 
of the hydro-electric indexes properly contain a large weight for Quebec. This large 
weight may cause problems for users considering the use of the published indexes as 
a proxy for other combinations of populations or expenditure. 


