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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS

GEVERAL STATISTICS BRANCH
OTTAWA

Dominion Statistician: B B Taflles L0, ; #%E.5.00, E.5.5. -(Hom.)

COlwiERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA IN APRIL, 1936 AND IN THE FIRST FOQUR :iONTHS

LA noteworthy barometer of business conditions was the betterment in
commercial fajlures ih April. The number as comoiled by the Domihion Burzau of
Statistics was limited to 100 against 107 in the same month of last year. A slight
decline was also shown from :..arch to the lowest point of the first four months. The
concerns failing during the first four months of the present year, numbering 438, were
less than in any similar period of any year during the period of observation from
1922 to the present. The previous low point of 468 was reached in the sane months of
last year. Defaulted liabilities emounting in April last to $1,454,000 showed a
congiderable decrease frol $1,685,000 in the same months of last year and a slight
increase when compared with $1,402,000 in iiarch 1936.

COLAERCIAL FAILURES BY AREAS

.:aritime Provinces.- In the month under review, there were 3 assignments
in the Maritime Provinces, as compared with 5 in March, 1936, and 7 in April, 1935.
A very striking decrease is noted in this latter more significant comparison. The
ligbilities were about $55,000.

Quebec.~ Commercial failures in the Province of Quebec during April,
1936, numbered 55, as against 50 in iiarch, 1936, and Y40 in April, 1935. The liabilitiew
were epproximatcly $964.000. Of these 55 failures, 32 with liabilities of about

$547,000 took place in the city of iiontreal.

Ontario.~ In Ontario, the failures numbered 22 as compared with 35
in March, 1936, and 35 in April, 1935. A notable decrease is noted in these comparisons.
The liabilities were about $289,000. In the city of Toronto, there werc 3 failures
with liabilities of about $15,000.

Prairie Provinces.~ In the three Prairie Provinces,failures increased
from 9 in ilarch, 1936, to 18 in April, 1936. and may be compared with 16 in April,
1935. The liabilities totalled $125.000.

British Columbia,~ In British Columbia, commercial failures numbered 2
as compared with U4 in llarch, 1936 and 7 in April, 1935. The liabilities were about
$21,000,

FAILURES BY BRANCHES OF BUSINESS

Trade.~ Trading ostablishments furnished the largest number of failures,
45 assigning in ipril, 1936, as compared with 45 in iiarch, 1936, and 45 in April, 1935,
Of these concerns 9 were general stores, 8 groceries, 3 fish and meat, 5 clothing, 2
books and stationery, 3 jewelry and U4 coal and wood.

fignufactures.~ i.anufacturing establishments to the number of 11 assigned
in April, 1936 as compared with 20 in March, 1936, and 23 in April, 1935. The 11
included 2 engaged in the manufacture of vegetable foods, 3 in fur and leather goods
and 2 in clothing.

Agriculture.~ Agricultur.sts assigning in April, 1936, numbered 13 asm
compared with 11 in idarch, 1936, and 10 in April, 1935,

Services. - In Services, lhe failures numbered 15 as compared with 15
in March, 1836, and 14 in April, 1935.

liiscellaneouse -- There were 4 fai}ures in construction, 1 in trans-
portation and public utilities and 3 in finance. #
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CUMULATIVE FOUR MONTHS' TOTAL OF FAILURES AND LIABILITIES

The cuhulative total of commercial failures for the first four months of
1936 was U38, as comparad with 468,574 and 806 for the same periods of 1935, 1934 and
1933 respectively. The total failures in trade in the first four months of 1936, were
197 as compared with 225,298 and 436, respectively, for the same periods of the three
preceding yeoars. In manufactures, 74 failures in the elapsed period of 1936, may be
compared with 57, 80 and 150, respectively, for the same periods of 1935, 193 and 1933,
respectively. The defaulted ligbilities for the first U4 months of 1936 were $5,937,262
as compared with $5,344,355 in the same period of 1935 and $8,115,195 and $14,410,269
for the same periods of 1934 and 1933 respectively.

Curmlative Rocord of Commercial Fallures in Canada, by Provinces
January to April. 1922-1936.

PoEcIe FI.S; Nan Quec Onto Mano SE.Skn Altao BoCo Total
Comparative
Totels for
first four
months.
BORE o .ioue 3 8 4 224 127 1 25 28 12 438
WRE: «vii oines 2 i2 - - S I 26 18 32 9 ues
P soi e 2 J 14 278 183 21 c0 1 e 574
BORET | ..o 6 25 23 330 299 0! ch 41 27 806
g1 - S, 5 23 27 327 317 31 33 58 38 857
AN e« e 1 12 29 258 273 43 T4 ug 3a 781
PR oo % 30 21 793 28l 29 35 uhy 26 861
O 5 oa o ow - 26 2y 355 307 24 32 e i9 820
DO - o in e ] e7 i7 2u8 cug 38 23 55 28 687
BN om0 ? 26 26 a2l e21 29 2l 51, 27 629
] 4 23 23 223 eIl 36 21 37 14 595
(| P % 31 22 301 276 3 .- — a4 25 992
OO ... - 31 26 345 339 41 66 T4 31 g5Y4
HEAE- oeiise o 6 57 16 ug7 388 110 143 157 60 1,434
U008 5ovesco 5 37 64  Le8 385, <95 104 113 57 1,299

Commercial Failures in Canada by Branches of Business, January
to April. 1924~1936.

Trang-
Manu~ Agri-~ lLogg- Comr-  port-
Trade fact- cul- ing, Min- struc- ation Fin-  Ser— Class- Total
rues ‘ture Fish- 1ing tion & Pub. ance vice ified
ing Wil

Comparative

Totals for

First four

Months

L 197 T4 ug - 4 20 6 5 6% Ry 438
s ... . 225 67 5. 1 5 2l 1 5 58 34 g8
[, ) 298 80 3k - $ 25 9 9 14~ 48 574
=y TR TIT U3 150 37 - " 18 y g g8 63 806
AR, . et 405 166 ur 2 ~ 22 LT 3 111 54 857
PR . oma 393 16U L, 3 2 23 15 3 92 51 781
R 445 174 i) 5 3 41 12 13 8% .- %3 861
il 390 206 il 2 3 27 12 5. g6 47 820
TR o+ osvave 293 168 4o 11 11 25 15 - a5 %) 687
(L5 (SRERRERY 287 140 hiy 6 L 23 13 - g2 30 629
TR« Sown e 270 "1k 52 4 3 21 1L - T " 595
1, TR s 131 66 7 6 &7 5 - 68 1 792
IR v 538 123 €5 R B 2l 23 £ a0 et 9ok

Statistical Tables. = The coumercial failures in each mcnth from January,
1933 are given by provinces in Table 1, while Table 2 furnishes statistics for commercial
failures by branches of business by months from Jaonuary, 18933, to April, 1936. The
detailed figures of failures during April, 1936, arc shown by provinces and branches of
business in Table 3, and totals for the first four months of the year in Table 5. The
assets and liabilities of those failing during April, 1936, and during the first four
months of 1936 are shown by provinces in |ables 5 and 6.
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TABLE 1, COMHERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND MONTHS, 1932 - 1936
WITH ANNUAL TOTALS FOR 1922 - 1935
Pl s ¥.B. QUE. ONT. MAN. SASK. ALTA. B.C. TOTAL
Total 1922 - 15 121 131 1,589 1,058 284 272 S CIEE 5,925
Total 1924 ~ 16 155 67 1,181 970 258 280 323 158 3,408
Total 1924 - 3 69 67 907 g35 100 131 150 57 2,319
Totgl 1925 - 4 i 69 758 720 85 11 129 74 1,9%
Total 1926 - L s T4 654 655 8L 68 113 58 1,773
Total 1927 - L4 66 T4 658 681 97 5Y4 135 2 180
Total 1928 ~ 4 90 56 767 788 - .08 63 126 o< 1m0
Total 1929 - 1 T 61 927 762 91 8L 101 69 2,167
Total 1930 - 3 61 ug 3 {0IsL 176 113 146 152 95 2,402
Total 1931 - 7 51 7 795 793 100 158 131 104 2,216
Total 1932 & g 62 80 9% 8 889 86 91 131. 104 2.h20
L ESE
J anmuery 1 8 2 90 79 9 5 L) 9 216
February a B 6 g5 80 11 10 g 6 214
March 1 6 iy 80 72 g y 9 6 192
April 1 6 8 75 68 4 5 11 6 184
Yay = 6 E 1% 70 4 5 8 4 175
June 1 ! 1 70 67 3 4 2 6 158
July - L 3 66 56 5 2 5 2 142
August - 2 2 76 55 7 3 4 ! 150
September - 6 1 80 45 5 5 6 7 155
October - il 2 78 43 3 4 10 3 by
November - 6 1 78 53 3 6 b 4 155
December 3 2 6 82 42 6 6 8 4 159
Total 1933 10 55 U2 935 750 67 0 g8 58 2,04k
193L
January - 2 L 77 49 7 4 4 6 153
February - 8 Y i 35 5 5 Y 8 140
March 2 Yy 1 62 54 2 T 6 2 140
April - % 5 68 u5 7 4 2 A 141
May i 5 4 68 40 I i 2 4 132
June - 3 4 58 34 3 2 2 9 115
July . 2 3 59 40 8 5 2 2 122
August - Y 1 53 32 3 2 4 b 103
Sep tember - 2 - 60 38 6 2 3 2 1337
October 1 2 6 ol 75 5 = 2 8 130
November 1 5 ] 65 36 3 s 3 2 119
Dosamder - 2 2 3 67 36 3 = 8 3 124
Total 1934 8 T 38 779 47l 56 36 L2 57 IaBiE
1835
January - 2 i %9 2L 9 5 6 i 107
February 1 m3 4 65 30 9 5 12 i 130
March 1 i 2 60 Ly 2 6 5 - 124
April - 2 4 4o 35 6 2 10 7 107
May g 1 2 52 30 - g 4 3 101
June - 2 4 50 32 Y 7 8 2 109
July - . 4 54 38 2 5. b 2 110
August - . 5 51 30 4 6 3 2 9y
September - X 3 50 33 2 Y 2 3 98
Octobdr - Y 6 4g 7, 4 5 9 2 115
November ] 2 1 57 28 2 6 8 2 107
December - 2 i 56 29 2 7 12 3 kS
Total 1935 4 28 37 632 390 U6 66 83 28 1,314
oG it
January - 4 2 U2 38 2 6 i 1 104
February - - 1 17 32 4 Y 10 3 131
March 1 3 i 50 35 - i 2 4 103
April 1 2 - 55 22 i g 9 2 100
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TABLE 2. COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA BY BRANCHES OF BUSINESS AND MONTHS

iR

1933 - 1936, WITH ANNUAL TOTALS FOR 1924 - 1936

Logge-
Manu- 2gri- ing
Trada fact- cult- Fish- Min- Cons- Trans— Fin- Ser- Net Total
rues ure ing ing truc- port- ence vice Class-
Trap. tion ation ified
Hotal 100 oy af . 529 . 20 - ~14 22 Ul 36 8 129 216 2,319
Total 1925 1,026 403 158 1L 15 50 2l 5 220 gl 1,996
Total 1926 g05 390 135 27 20 52 34 | 225 gl Lo firs
Total 1927 g1 430 1i6 Z0 26 33 36 - au3 79 1,841
Total 1928 8sh 505 108 b 2 25 70 45 5 273 103 2,037
Total HEET - 1,700 L3 125 i 1w 61 21 5 239 157 2,167
Total 1930 1,204 ug3 115 12 g 55 ug 29 283 159 2,402
Total 1931 1,102 w4 125 5 7 61 4o 21 255 134 2,216
Total 4932 --1,17% 353 190 9 6 83 43 7 290 jio7 2,420
S
January g1 38 10 » - I 3 - 22 15 216
February 117 37 11 - i 2 2 I 23 19 21y
March 98 38 10 - - 5 Yy - 2L 13 192
April 100 b 6 - - 3 2 i 19 16 184
May g7 . 8 - 1 5 3 - 21 1B 5i5
June gL 31 | - il 6 ) | 20 12 158
July T4 3. 5 £ 1 2 2 - 20 9 142
August 75 30 5 1 . g gt o 20 10 150
September 87 20 i2 - ~ 6 3 2 18 9 155
October 80 1 6 - n 7 - 3 16 16 gRIM)
Noverber g5 14 9 - - 6 2 2 23 14 155
December gl 3 g - - 1 1 2 20 11 159
Total 1933 1,089 357 92 ) 5 57 26 12 2L 159 2,0uk
p i SR
January 18 22 12 - 1 7 - 1 20 ig 153
Feoruary 69 20 G - - 6 4 3 17 12 140
March 70 18 7 - - 6 3 6 19 11 140
April g1 20 7 - o~ Y 2 y 18 8 141
May 3 ¥ 7 1 - 3 2 - 17 i e
June 68 13 5 - - Y - 1 4 10 115
July 66 20 4 1 - i = 0 17 6 122
Augus?t 56 12 4 - - 4 2 - 19 6 103
Septenber 54 20 Yy - - 4 4 | 13 g 113
October 60 od 6 - . 4 2 - 26 10 130
November 60 18 7 - 1 4 - 1 16 12 119
December 64 14 10 & - 6 1 % 16 ik 1ol
Total 193k 799 217 g2 3 2 59 20 e el 117 1,532
A T
January ug 13 15 - - < 1 1 17 5 107
February 67 o 15 2 6 - 2 13 g 130
Mazrch 65 1k o= - i 5 - ! i 13 12k
April L5 23 10 : 2 E: - 1 Tebi g 187
May 43 15 14 - - 4 i ] 15 8 101
June 47y 16 14 - 2 5 2 i 18 2 109
July 47 19 7 - - 6 L 2 22 6 110
August 43 10 17 - 1 5 1 > 13 3 gL
September Lg 11 9 - X" 5 2 2 13 i 98
October T 13 28 il - L 2 - 20 6 115
November U7 14 16 ] T s d - 14 5 2 19/
December 4g 15 22 - = 5 - 2 i3 7 112
Total 1935 594 180 173 3 10 62 Tud, 16 186 79 1,314
o 5
January 45 19 10 -~ 2 5 - - 15 8 104
February 62 R - 5 3 - i8 7 131
‘March 45 20 11 y 6 2 2 15 - 103
Arril L5 1} 13 - - 4 L 3 15 g 100
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3. COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINESS

APRIL, 1936.
P.E.I. Total Total
and N.B. QUE. ONT., NAN. SASK. ALTA. B.C. for for
<t 1936 1935
TRADE
General Stores 1k - I 2 = = 2 - 9 5
Grocery - E L L = = =3 - g n
Confeciionery - - | - - - % - T )
Drink and Tobacco - - - - - 1 - - . 3
Fish and Meat - - 3 - - - - 3 2
Boots and Shoes = - 4 - - - - = 1 3
Dry Goods - - - - - - - 14 - 5
Clothing - - 3 2 = = E £ 5 6
Furniture - - - L - = s - 1 &
Books and Stationery - - 2 - - - - - 2 -
Autcmobile - - - i - ) - - = "
Hardwaro - - ! = = - = = 1 1
Electric Apparatus - - - - - - - - — =
Jewelry - - 2 - = = k] = 2 3
Coal aznd Wood - - s il = 2 = s 3 5
Drugs and Chemicals - - = = “ 2 = = = 2
Miscellaneous - - Y 2 - 4 - = 6 43
Total Trade i | - 26 12 - 3 3 - 45 45
MANUFACTURE
Vegetable Foods - - 2 - - = < -~ 2 6
Brick zad Tobacco - i - - - - - 1 =
Animal Foods - - - - - = = = =
Pur and Leather - 2 s = - - s 3 1
Pulp and Paper - - - - - = - o = 1
Texviles - - 3 - - - - - 1 1
Clothing - - 2 = = 8 = = 2 i
Lumber and Hanufactures - - - - - - - = - 3
Iron and Steesl - - - - - . o - - 2
Non-ferrous -‘etals - - - - - - - - 3 iy
Non-lietallic iiinerals T - ot - - - - - - i3
Drugs and Chemicals - - - - - — = = . -
Hiscellaneous = i 2 - - - - - 2 3
Total Manufactures - - 10 - - - - 1% 23
SERVICE
Garagas - - - - - - - - - 3
Other Customs end Repairs- - 3 1 - = = = 4 i
Personal Service - = 2 3 = = = = 5 2
Restaurants - - 2 = = b . i3 P)
Professicnal Service pll - 2 - 3 - - - 4 %
Recreational Service - - - - - - - - = —
Business Service - - - - - = - X = =
Total Service - - 9 L 3 - - - 5 . 4%
OTHER
Agriculturec - - i 1 - 5 6 - 13 10
Miniag - - - - - - - - = 2
Logging, Fishing and
Trepping - - - - - = - & . %
Construction - - ) 1 = = = - L 3
Transportation and Public
Utilities i; - - - - = = = 1 =
Pinance - - 2 - - = = 1 3 il
Total "Qther - 6 2 - 5 6 1 2l 17
Not Classifiecd - 4 3 & - = A i g 8

GRAND TOTAL 3 - 95 22 | 8 9 e - =g 1oy
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L, COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINESS IN

-

THE FIRST FOUR iONTHS OF 1936, WITH TOTALS FOR THE

4§£ME PERIOD OF 1225.
P.E.I. Total Total
and . B, QUE, OND, W8y SASK. ALTA. B. C. "for (o)
N. 1996 L I h
TRADE
General Stores 2 2 14 9 2 - L if 23 3
Grocery 1 - % =43 - - - - 30 30
Confectionery o - 5 4 ~- - - - 8 L
Drink and Tobacco - - 1 1l - i - - B 9
Fish ard iieat - - 12 2 - - - - BRI 15
Boots and Shoes - - 7 3 1 - - - i 10
Dry Goods - - 5 3 - = - - 8 3
Clothing - - 11 9 1 - g - 22 3L
Fuzid ture - - - 2 - - - - 2 L
Books and Statiovnery - - 3 - - - - - . 9
Automobile - - - 24 - - - - 2 A
Hardware - - 5 1 - - - - 6 g
Electvic Apparatus - - 1 il - - - - 2 =
Jewelry - - 5 2 - - 1 - g 9
Coal and Wood - - 6 5 - 2 - - 13 6
Drugs and Chemicals - b i i - 3 - b 5 5.2
Miscellaneous - 12~ A0 ! ! ] e 27 32
Total Trade 4 3 o4 67 5 6 6 2 197 225
Vegetanle Toods 3 - g 7 - - - - 18 14
Irirk and Tobacco - - 2 : - - - - 3 =
Animal Foods - - i ] - — % 3 3 g
Fur and Leather - - 7 ; - = = 2 g 6
Pulp and Faper - - - il 1 - - - 2 3
Textiles - - 2 3 - - = = 8 1
Clothing - - 12 2 - - - - 14 14
Lumbei and ianufacture - - 3 i - - & 1 % 2
fron and Steel - - B, T = A = i 5 4
Non--Ferrcus etals - - 1 - - - - - 1 1
Non-iietallic iiinerals - - i) - - - - - . 1
Drugs and Chemicals - - - - - = - = . LS
Miscellaneous - - 6 2 - - - - g L
Total liamfacture =t i %6 B 1 2 -2 3 T4 67
SERVICE
Gargges - - 9 i - - - - 6 9
Other Custcms & Repairs - - 8 7 - ¥ % - 17 8
Perscnal Service - - L, i - - - - 20 25
Restaurants - - 5 L - i 2 - 8 T
Professional Service 1 - 2 - il - - - Y 3
Recreaticnal Service 1. - 2 s - - 1 - 5 -
Buginess Service - - 1l - - - - e 3 2
Total Service 2 e 35 A 1 3 ) 63 h8
OTHER
Agricultures - i 5 - 17 19 1 46 51
Mining - - 1 2 - - - 1 Y 5
Logging, Fishing and
Trapping - - - - - - - - 4 1
Construction - - 15 5 - - - - 20 21
Transportation and
Public Utilities 1 - L 1 - - - - 6 ih
Finance - - 3 3 - - - ] 5 5
Total Other 1 % 26 1k - 17 19 3 81 gl
Not Classified 3 e 12 8 - - - 2 23 34
GRAND TOTAL 11 It 2@ty s " 25 o8 s 438 468
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5. COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ASSETS

AND LIABILITIES FOR APRIL, 1936, WITH TOTALS

FOR MARCH, 1936 AND APRIL, 1935.

Yo. of Estimated Estimated
Bankruptcies Grand Total Grand Total
Assets Liabilities
No. $ $
Prince Edward Islend 2 14,641 54,029
Nova Scotia 1 75 600
New Brunswick - - -
Quebec 55 800,057 863,850
Ontario 22 203,106 289,112
Mani toba 1 3.491 5,538
Saskatchewan g 27,013 47,243
Alberta 9 59,114 72,241
British Columbia 2 10,357 21,210
Total for April, 1936 100 sy 1,453,823
Total for March, 1936 103 291,466 1,401,747
Total for April, 1935 107 1,271,463 1,685,369

TABLE 6.

COLMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ESTIUATED

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF 1936, WITH TOTALS FOR THE

Shis PEIOT-ve PERIDUY. vk .

No. of Estimated Estimated
Bankruptcies Grand Total Grand Total
Assets Liabilities
No. $ $

Prince Edward Island . 16,893 56,569
Nova Scotia & 69.007 92.063
New Brunswick Y 17,491 19.891
Quebec 224 2,118,056 2.771,610
Ontario 127 1573 .58 2,294,021
Mani toba g 31,454 80,260
Saskatchewan 25 100,941 163,913
Alberta 28 149,018 290,810
British Columbia 12 121.143 168,125
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 193§ 4%g % LY 580 7 An.loR
Cumalative Total for 4 months, 1935 468 2,865,825 5,24k, 455
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1934 574 6758281 8,115,195
Cumulative Total for Y months, 1933 806 11,805,325 14,410,269
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1932 857 15,591,115 14,279,102

' Cumulative Total for Y4 months, 1931 Tas T U 8e7 15,026,005
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1930 861 22,011.735 21,401,776
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1929 820 10,891,198 15,666,295
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1928 687 7.929,615 9,691,853
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1937 629 7,464,298 9,092,266
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1926 595 7,365,826 9.816,537
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1925 792 8,156,169 11,290,242
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