
4q (OO 
- 	

!. Copy 	 L j4 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

GENERAL STATISTICS BRANCH 

Vol. 15 	 'os. 1-12 

COMMERCIAL FAILURES 

in 

CANADA 

in 

THE CALENDAR YEAR 1938 

-.. . .- 

Published by Authoiity of the HON. W.D. EULER, M.P., 

Minister of Trade and Commerce. 

OTTAWA 

1939 
Price 25 cents 



'4- 



DIPARZMIT OF TRADE AND CORCE 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

General Statistics Branch 

OTTAWA 

Dominion Statistician: 	R. H. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., P.S.S. (Hon.) 
Chief, General Statistics Branch: 	S. A. Cudzsore, M.A., P.S.S. 

IARCIAL FAILURES IN THE CALDAR YEAR 1939. 

The cumulative total number of commercial failures in Canada in 1938, as 
reported to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics under the provisions of the Bankruptcy and 
Winding Up Acts, was 1,217 as compared with 1,126, 1,198 and 1,314 for 1937, 1 936 and 
1935 respectively. The defaulted liabilities for 1938  were $14,017,061 as compared with 
$ 114,303,362, $15,1)4)4,9145 and $17,567,002  for 1937, 1936  and  1935  respectively. Thus 
defaulted liabilities in 1938  showed a decrease as compared with 1937, though number of 
commercial failures increased. Failures showed increases in Prince Edward Island., Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan; and decreases in quebec, 
Alberta and British Columbia. 

OMMERCIAL FAILURES BY AREAS FOR 1938 

OMP.ARED WITH 1937 and 136. 

Maritime Provinces. - In the year under review, Table 1 indicates that there 
were 70 assignments in the Maritime Provinces, as compared. with 146 in 1937 and 50 in 
1 936, an increase being noted in both comparisons. Liabilities increased from $337,000 
in 1937 to $1,127,000  in 1938 and may be compared with $352,000 in 1936. 

Quebec, - Commercial failures in the Province of Suebec during 1938  numbered 
587, as compared with 623 in 1937 and 589 in 1936. A decrease is noted in both compar-
isons. The liabilities aggregated $6,804,000 and may be compared with $7,008,000 in 
1937 and $69952 , 000 in  1936. 

Ontario. - In Ontario, the failures numbered 390 as compared with 335 in  1937 
and 3914  in 1936.  The liabilities were about $4,404,000. When compared with $5426,000 
in 1937 and $6,2)4)4,000, a sharp decrease is noted in both comparisons. 

Prairie Provinces. - In the three Prairie Provinces, the failures in 1938 
totalled 143 and may be compared with 82 in 1937 and 138 in 1936. The liabilities of 
the assignors in 1938 were approximately $1,272,000,  and may be compared. with $1,018,000 
in 1937 and $1,126,000 in 1936. 

British Columbia. - In British Columbia, commercial failures in 1938 numbered 
27, as against 110 in 1937  and  37 in  1936.  A decided reduction is noted in both compar-
isons. The liabilities in 1938  aggregated $410,000, and may be compared with $815,000 in 
1937 and $471,000 in 1936. 

FAILURES BY BRANCRES OP BUSINESS IN TEE CALDAB YEAR, 

938 COMPARED WITH RECEDING YEARS 

Commercial failures of trading establishments in 1938  as shown in Table 2, 
numbered 667 as compared with 584 in 1937 and 536 in 193.  An increase of about 12 p.c. 
is noted when compared with the preceding year. In manufactures, there were 200 failures 
in 1938 as compared with 182 failures in 1937  and 191 failures in 1936;  an increase of 
9 p.c. is noted as compared with 1937. Failures of agriculturists numbered 101 and may 
be compared with 104 in 1937  and 123 in 1936.  Failures in commercial service declined 
from 123 in 1937 to 107 in 1938 and may be compared with 189 in 1936. In construction, 
failures totalled 50 as against 146 in 1937 and 53 in 1936; an increase is noted when 
compared with last year. More detailed information regarding the classes of business 
in which failures occurred Is given in Table 3. 
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TABLE l_cOMMERCLAL FAILURES IN CAAD.A, BY PROVINCES JD MONTHS,_1936 - 1938. 
WITH AIThTTJAL WTJLS FOR 1922 1938. 

P.E.I. N.S. N.B. sue. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Total 

Total 1922 - 15 121 131 1,589 1,058 284 272 299 156 3,925 
Total 1923 - 16 155 67 1,181 970 259 280 323 159 3,140$ 
Total 1924 - 3 69 67 907 835 100 131 150 57 2,319 
Total 1925 - 14 71 67 758 721 85 77 139 74 1,996 
Total 1926 - 14 63 714 6514 655 814 68 113 58 1,773 
Total 1927 - 14 66 714 658 681 97 514 135 72 
Total 1929 - 14 90 56 767 758 103 63 126 70 2,037 
Total 1929 - 1 71 61 927 762 91 84 101 69 2,167 
Tctal 1930 - 3 61 145 1,011 776 113 1146 152 95 2 9 402 
Total 1931 - 7 51 714 795 793 109 152 131 1014 2,216 
Total 1932 - 9 62 80 968 889 86 91 131 1014 2 1 1420 
Total 1933 - 10 55 142 935 730 67 59 88 58 2,01414 
Total 19314 - 8 142 2,9 779 47 4 56 36 42 57 1.532 
Tctal 1935 - 14 28 37 632 390 146 66 83 28 10114 

1936 
January - 4 2 142 38 2 6 7 3 1O4 
February - - 1 77 32 14 14 10 3 131 
March 1 3 1 50 35 - 7 2 4 103 
April 2 1 - 55 22 1 8 9 2 100 
May - 2 1 145 31 5 5 1 1 91 
June 1 14 3 37 35 3 14 8 5 100 
July 1 6 2 145 35 3 2 3 7 104 
AuguBt - 2 2 145 28 2 6 1 1 87 
September - 1 - 38 35 6 5 2 1 88 
October - 6 1 143 214 7 7 2 14 94 
November 1 - - 56 30 - 2 2 3 94 
December - - 2 55 39 3 - 	102 
Total 1936 6 29 15 589 3814 33 57 14$ 37 1,198 

19 3 7 
January - 1 2 147 27 - 2 2 1 82 
February - - 1 60 26 1 1 2 1 92 
March - - 1 145 32 2 1 3 1 85 
April .- - - 50 25 2 1 1 11. 83 
May - - 1 143 38 14 3 3 3 95 
June - 14 - 58 27 1 3 2 6 101 
Ju1 - 2 3 55 22 2 2 1 3 91 
August - 2 3 53 27 2 14 2 3 96 
September - 14 14 56 24 1 5 3 5 102 
October - 14 2 58 27 2 6 2 14 105 
November - 3 14 1414 30 3 14 2 14 914 
December - 3 2 53 30 3 2 2 5 100 

Total 1937 	- 	23 	23 	623 	335 	23 	34 	25 	40 	1,126 

193$ 
January - 3 3 143 28 8 9 14 6 3.014. 
February - - - 54 32 9 14 5 3 107 
March - 2 2 514 37 2 7 3 - 107 
April - 3 2 35 33 5 2 1 2 83 
May - - 3 50 33 14 14 - 3 97 
June 1 3 3 53 37 3 3 14 - 107 
July - 3 1 140 26 4 14 1 2 81 
August - 5 3 14.6 27 7 2 - 1 91 
September - 3 5 50 29 8 7 1 5 108 
October 1 5 6 144 33 14 3 - 3 99 
November 1 14 2 70 11.3 7 5 - - 132 
December 1 14 1 4g 32 6 6 1 2 101 

Total 1939 4 35 31 597 390 67 56 20 27 1,217 
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TA3L 2 :MMZRcIAL FAILUS IN CANADA BY BRAUCS OF BUSI1TESS AND MONTHS 

933-1937, WITH ANIIUAL TOTALS FOR 1924 - 1937. 

to gg- 
Trade Manu- Agri- ing Mlxi- 	Con- Trans- Fin- Ser- Not 

fact- cult- Fish- ing 	struc- port- ance vice Class- Total 
tres ure ing tion ation if led. 

Trap. 
Total 19214 1,3 17 329 204 114 22 144 36 8 129 216 2,3 19 
Tot. 	1925 1,026 1403 158 114 15 50 21 5 220 94 1,996 
Total 1 926 805 390 135 27 20 52 314 1 225 S4 1,773 
Total 1927 818 1430 116 30 26 63 36 - 243 79 1,8 141 
Total 1928 884 505 108 31 23 70 145 5 263 103 2,037 
Total 1929 1,101 1443 125 14 11 61 21 5 239 157 2,167 
Tctal 1930 12O4 4sg 115 12 9 55 49 29 283 159 2,1402 
Total 1931 1,102 1464 125 5 7 61 142 21 255 1314 2 9 216 
Total 1932 1,171 469 190 9 6 83 143 7 290 153 2,420 
Total 1933 1,089 357 92 1 5 57 26 12 246 159 2,0144 
Total 1934 799 217 82 3 2 59 20 16 217 117 1.52 
Total 1935 5914 180 173 3 10 62_ 11 16 186 79 1,3114 

1936 
January 145 19 10 - 2 5 - - 15 8 ]Q14 
February 62 214 12 - - 5 3 - 18 7 131 
March 45 20 11 - 2 6 2 2 15 - 103 
April 145 11 13 - - 14 1 3 15 8 100 
May 141 13 7 - 1 5 - 1 17 6 91 
June 146 11 12 - 3 5 - - 17 6 100 
July 143 ig 6 1 2 14 2 2 17 9 1014 
August 143 16 10 - - 2 - 1 11 14 87 
September 41 12 8 - 1 6 2 - 14 88 
October 39 12 20 - - 3 - - 15 5 94 
November 1414 12 8 1 - 14 - 1 16 8 914 
December 142 23 6 - 1 4 - 1 19 - 	_6 102 

Total 1936 536 191 123 2 12 53 10 11 189 71 1,198 

1937 
January 14.5 12 5 - 1 2 1 - 12 14 82 
February 147 16 3 - - 3 1 1 114 7 92 
March 145 15 14 - - 14 - 1 114 2 85 
April 38 21 14 - - 2 - 1 114 3 83 
May 147 12 16 - 3 5 - 3 7 2 95 
June 149 18 10 1 2 5 - 2 10 4 101 
July 47 114 12 - 3 3 1 1 8 2 91 
August 59 11 8 2 2 14 1 - 7 2 96 
September 149 15 12 1 2 6 2 1 11 3 102 
October 56 16 10 1 14 2 1 

, 3 9 3 105 
7 "I n 'z --  03 it 1 oh i'iuveruuej 

December - 	145 
.i. 
20 

.i.j 
7 

- 
- 	2 7 

- 	- 
- 	- 	13 

.- 
6 100 

Total 1937 58 14 182 10 5 	21 146 7 	15 	123 39 1 9 126 

January 54 21 114 - - I .- 	- 	8 6 104 
February 57 18 9 .- 	1 14 1 	1 	10 6 107 
March 64 12 8 - 	1 3 1 	- 	9 9 107 
April 1414 15 10 	- - 2 - 	- S 14 83 
May 57 20 8 	- - 3 - 	- 6 3 97 
June 63 18 9 	- 1 3 1 	1 7 14. 107 
July 147 11 14 	1 3 14 1 	- 6 14 81 
August 56 11 7 	- 1 3 1 	- 8 14 91 
September 60 16 8 	- 1 6 - 	- 12 5 10J 
October 54 14 7 	- - 7 - 	1 10 6 99 
November 58 28 9 	- 2 10 3 	1 13 8 132 
December 53 16 8 	- 1 4 1 	- 10 8 101 

Total 1938 	667 200 101 	1 	11 	50 	9 	4 	107 	67 1,27 
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TABLE 3. COMMRCIAI. FAIWRES IN CANADA I  BY PROVflICES AID BRAJTCIS OF BUISS 
IN 1939, WITH TOTALS FOR 1937. 

P .E. I. 	- 	Twtal 
and. LB. sue. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Twelve months 
N.S. 	 1 939 	1937 

TRADE 
General Store 14 2 149 37 6 2 14 1 105 77 
Grocery 14 3 58  53 14 3 2 2 129 120 
Confectionery - - 114 S - - - - 22 20 
Drink and Tobacco - 

- 7 2 - - - 
- 9 10 

Fish and Meat - - 18 9 1 2 - - 30 141 
Boots and Shoes 1 .- 8 5 1 1 - - 16 23 
Dry Goods I - 36 22 - - - 2 61 814 
Clothing 2 3 1414 140 14 2 

- 3 98 141 
Furniture - - S 7 1 2 - 15 10 
Books and Stationery 1 1 7 2 1 - - - 12 114 
Automobile 1 

- 3 2 - - - - 6 
Hardware - - 5 14 1 1 - 2 16 25 
Electric Apparatus 1 

- 5 3 1 - - 10 8 
Jewelry - 

- 9 8 1 - - - 18 17 
Coal and STood - 

- 5 8 2 - - - 15 13 
Drugs and Chemicals 2 2 8 6 1 3 - - 22 12 
Miscellaneous 5 ,3 146 15 3 14 1 3 50 58 

Total 22 lIt 333 231 27 20 7 13 667 58 14 
MAflUFAC TUBE 

Vegetable Foods 2 2 22 10 2 - - 1 39 22 
Drink and Tobacco - - - - - - 

- 2 
Animal Foods 1 - 5 5 - - - - 114 14 
Fur and Leather - - 7 6 1 - - - 114 10 
Pulp and Paper - - 2 - - - - - 2 13 
Textilew - - 7 3 1 1 - - 12 12 
Clothing 3 2 19 9 2 - - 

- 35 314 
Liixnber & Manufactures 1 - 11 8 - - - 2 22 23 
Iron and Steel - - 2 2 1 - - 1 6 7 
Non-Ferrous Metals - 

- 5 3 1 - 
- 9 12 

Non-Metallic Minerals - 
- 5 2 - - - 

- 7 8 
Drugs and Chemicals - 

- 3 1 - - - - 14 
Miscellaneous 2 2 15 12 1 1 - - 36 27 

Total 9 6 109 61 9 2 - 14 200 182 

SERV ICE 
Garages 1 1 S 5 2 1 - - 18 21 
Other Customs S. Repairs 1 14 2 2 - - - 9 30 
Personal Service 2 3 2 14 14 - - - 15 27 
Restaurants 1 2 25 19 2 1 - 1 51 25 
Professional Service 1 

- 5 2 2 - - - 10 10 
Recreational Service - - 1 - - - - - 1 3 
Business Service - 2 1 - .- .- 7 

Total 	6 	6 	147 	33 	12 	2 	- 	1 	107 	123 

Agriculture - 2 33 19 9 28 7 3 101 104 
Mining 1 1 14 5 - .- - - 11 21 
Logging, Fishing and 
Trapping - - 1 - - - - - 1 5 

Construction - - 20 14 6 3 ii. 3 50 
Transportat ion and 
Public Utilities - 

- 5 4 - - - 
- 9 7 

Finance - - 2 2 - - - - 
14 15 

Total 1 3 65 144 15 31 11 6 176 - 19 
Not Classified. 1 2 33 21 14 1 2 3 67 39 
GBA1'ID TOTAL 39 31 597 390 67 56 20 27 1,217 19126 
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iir C.AITADA. S0WI1G ESTIL'.&TED 

TOT.LS BY PROVflTES, 1936 - 1938-- 

TOTAL ASSETS AD 

(Prepared from the prolimtnary statement of affairs rocoivod from trtstees.) 

No. of 
Bankruptcios 

Estimated. 
Grand. Total 
Assets 

Estimated. 
grand. Total 
Liabilities 

$ 

Total 1925 1,996 26,968,371 32,153,697 
Total 1926 1,773 24,676,661 32,291 9 125 
Total 1927 1,841 23,197,89 4  30 ,634 , 14.69 
Total 1928 2,037 26,583, 462 32,455,437 
Total 1929 2,167 32,064,027 38,747,,633 
Total 1930 2,402 )4)4,049,171 148,164,065 
Total 1931 2,216 46,839, 179 52,552,900  
Total 1932 2,420 40,604,208 51,629,303 
Total 1933 2,0)4)4 27,033,240  329953,858 
Total 1934 1,532 19,257, 1469 23,593, 260  
Total 195 1,31)4 12,17 14,)4O1 17667, 002 

1936 
Prince 	d.ward Island 6 22,688 79,091 
Nova Scotia 29 127,988 1739 060  
New Brunswick 15 145,234 99,723 
Suebec 589 

~,442,351
,100,950 6 9 952,2)4)4 

Ontario 3814  6,2)4)4,198 
Manitoba 33 128,275 229,276 
Saskatchewan 57 290,626 448,659 
Alberta 143 261,660 1447,725 
British Columbia 37 283,848 14709969 

Total 1936 1,198 10,703 9 620 15,144,945 

1937 
Prince Edward. Island - - - 

Nova Scotia 23 92,754 220,702 
New Brunswick 23 70,7 10 116,260 
quebec 623 4,9$6,892 7,007,563 
Ontario 335 4 9 401,411 5,126,046 
Uanitoba 23 190,111 341,806 
Saskatchewan 34 329,81 7 1407,991  
Alberta 25 131,761 267,898 
British Columbia 40 500,623 815,096 

Total 1937 1,126 10,704,079 14,303062 

Prince Edward. Island 14 21,337 37,839 
Nova Scotia 35 286,829 1403,074 
New Brunswick 31 1467, 1441  686,258 
quebec 587 14,059,226 6,804,193 
Ontario 390 2 9 906,978 14,1403,542 
Manitoba 67 1416,737 727,301 
Saskatchewan 56 293,825 386,926 
Alberta 20 100,291 15,215 
British Columbia 27 229,527 1409,7 1 3 

Total 1939 1,217 8 9 782,191 14,017,061 




