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DEPARTHMENT QF TRADE AND COMMERCE

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS

General Statistics Branch

OTTAWA

Acting Dominion Statistician: S. A. Cudmore, M.A. (Oxon.), F.S.S., FeR:«S.Cs

COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN THE CALENDAR YEAR 1941,

The total number of commercial failures in Canada for 1941, as reported to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, under the provisions of the Bankruptcy and Winding Up Acts,
were lower at 1,008 as compared with 1,173 and 1,392 for 1940 and 1939, respectively.
The defaulted liabilities for 1941 were $9,133.,657, as compared with $10,663,326 and
$15,089,461 for 1940 ard 1939, respectively. Thus defaulted liabilities showed a con-
siderable decrzase when compared with 1540, and a striking decrease when compared with
1939,

COMMERCIAL FAILURES BY AREAS FOR 1941

COMPARED WITH 1940 and 1939.

Maritime Provinces. - In the year under review, there were 28 assignments in
the Maritime Provinces, as compared with 41 assignments in 1940 and 86 assignments in
1939, Thus a drop of 31 per cent is cshown when compared with 1940 and 67 per cent when
compared with 1939, The liabilities in 1941 were decidedly lower at $263,000 as compared
with $361.000 in 1940 and $942,000 in 1939,

Quebec. ~ Commercial failures in the Province of Quebec, during 1941 numbered
587 as compared with 622 in 1940 and 669 in 1939. A decided decrease is noted in both
comparisons. The liabilities aggregated $5,099,851 and may be compared with $4,971,000
in 1940 and $6,673,000 in 1939,

Ontario. - In Ontario, the failures numbered 279 as compared with 362 in 1940
and 403 in 1939, a sharp drop being noted in both comparisons. The liabilities in 1941
were about $2,874,000; when compared with $3,371,000 in 1940 and $4,906,000 in 1939,
substantial decreases are indicated in both comparisons.

Prairie Provinces. - In the three Prairie Provinces, the failures in 1941 to-
talled 93 and may be compared with 113 in 1940 and 178 in 1939. A very noticeable de-
crease is shown in both comparisons. The liabilities in 1941 aggregated $625,000, and
may be compared with $923,000 in 1940, and $1,620,000 in 1939,

British Columbia. - In British Columbia commercial failures in 1941 numbered
21 as against 35 in 1940 and 56 in 1939, unusual declines being shown in both comparisons.
The liabilities of the assignors were approximately $275,000, and may be compared with
$1,038,000 in 1940 and $957,000 in 1939.

FAILURES BY BRANCHES OF BUSINESS FOR THE CALENDAR

YEAR, 1941, COMPARED WITH PRECEDING YEARS

Commercial failures of trading establishments in 1941 numbered 482 as compared
with 591 in 1940 and €64 in 1939, Very decided decreases are noted in both comparisons.
In manufactures, there were 132 failures in 1941 as compared with 167 failures in 1940
and 210 in 1939; a decrease of about 21 per cent is noted when compared with last year.
More detailed information regarding the classes of business in which failures occurred
in 1941 is given in Table I.
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1. COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINESS, 1941

WITH TOTALS FOR 1940.

FIl: L. Total for
and N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.
N. S. 1941 1940
TRADE -
General Stores 2 35 17 2 5 2 2 67 77
Grocery 7 - 40 2 3 : 3 78 94
Confectionery 1 - T 5 - - - - 13 22
Drink and Tobacco - - 12 i - - - - 13 2T
Fish and Meat - 28 13 - il 1 it 45 54
Boots and Shoes - - 6 6 - - - - 12 27
Dry Goods - - 28 10 il - o) - 40 43
Clothing - it 39 25 il 4 2 - 72 81
Furniture - - 5 ‘A - i - - 7 10
Books and Stationery - - 39 3 i 1 - - 14 13
Automobile - - 9 5 - - - - 14 12
Hardware - - 6 7 - 2 - - 15 L7
Electric Apparatus - - 5 5 - - - - 10 12
Jewelry - - 5 3 - - - - 8 5
Coal and Wood - - ALl 3 - - - 1) 15 77
Drugs and Chemicals - ~ 6 6 - 1 2 - 15 24
Miscellaneous 5 - 20 11 4 il 2 3 44 56
Total Trade ICH 4 ) 142 1z il IS 10 482 591
MANUFACTURE
Vegetable Foods - - 16 5 1l - - 23 42
Drink and Tobacco - - - - - - - -
Animal Foods - - ) 2 - - - - {/ 10
Fur and Leather - - 12 & - - - - 14 16
Pulp and Paper - - 3 2 - - - 5 3
Textiles - - 3 - - - - 3 gl
Clothing - - 24 6 - - - - 30 27
Lumber and Manufacture 1 - 9 8 - - ) - 19 2
Iron and Steel L - ] 2 - - - 7 10
Non-Ferrous Metals - - 2 - - - - & 6
Non-Metallic Minerals - - 4 4 - )\ - - o 10
Drugs and Chemicals - - - 13 - - - - 1 4
Miscellaneous - - 8 3 - 1 - - 12 16
Total Manufactures ¥ - 91 34 .| 3 T - 2B 167
SERVICE ]
Garages - - 18 9 - 3 - i 31 35
Other Customs and
Repairs - - 18 5 2 & 1 - 29 31
Personal Service - - 36 12 4 10 41 65 50
Restaurants - - 22 8 1 b 3 - 35 49
Professional Service - - 10 6 - - - - 16 7)1
Recreational - - 3 - « - - - 3 2
Business Service - - 7 2 - - - - 9 13
Total Service - - 114 42 T (87 5 3 188 201
OTEER
Agriculture 2 - 16 .04 - 5 - - 34 67
Mining - - & 6 1 - i 3 14 15
Logging, Fishing and
Trapping - - i - - - - a 2 %
Construction ik - 40 18 i n il % 64 53
Transportation and .
Public Utilities - bl 8 2 - - 0 l 23 13
Finance - - 4 4 = e i 4 8 Wl
Total Other g : T2 3| 2 6 3 7 135 15
Not Classified 3 & 39 20 i 2 3 ! el 51

GRAND TOTAL 21 7 887 T 2Ne 23 45 25 21 .1,008 L G898




vl b Ma W A

iy

A" v 124 :
3 “--’H{‘ -tTul
the

g

r'll:l;‘_' o 90
S B el e P e -

i ;:1:1 X e 1 -

- b l!L'l.IL i

. 'q_"l 'j".j-
N R

" L4 I-..Ti

L T
- avegtd o gl
L s o, |
o X e ety -
‘_x.w, 5 B '.-"! £ e ‘r_.

~ B> Haigrali
apEEinnr r I g

e -_J—r-‘;\'
3 '.r {eherrain
AN L O St R Aty L ;

C L mATn e .
. .ﬁﬂ:&& .-:m.l

il it




27 &

Table 2., COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, SHOWING ESTIMATED GRAND TOTAL ASSETS AND GRAND
TOTAL LIABILITIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1931-1941, WITH

TOTALS BY PROVINCES, 1940 and 1941, AND BY MONTHS, 1941l.

(Prepared from the preliminary statement of affairs received from trustees.)

Estimated Estimated
No. Of. Grand Total Grand Total
Bankruptcies Assets Liabilities
$ $
Toml 1931 LI I B B I RN I B IR N B N 2’ 2:‘-‘; 46: 39’ 179 52,552, goo
RN R s o Yo o fo fals e valle ohs o1 & & overdie & 2,420 40,604,208 51,629,303
Terttell LE T Hnas o o000 0.0l o B R 2,044 27,033,240 32,963,858
Total 1934 LA B B I I B N L B B R R IR O BB N l, 532 19: 257;469 23‘598,260
Total 1935 ® 9 0% & 8P 5O BTSN Y 1’314 12;174’481 17’567’002
Total 1936 B 9 0 2 B &2 9 % et 0 St SR 0 e e l, 198 lo; 7035620 15, 144’ 945
Total 1937 S 8 6 45 50 &S PSR S E e 1’126 10’704,079 14’303,362
Total 1938 LA R I L R LA O B R O I B BB BN N ) 1,219 8,782,191 14’017’061
o eadls NYHE I SEL0 0000010000 0 oD S D O 00 15,392 11,186,360 15,089,461
1940
Prince Edward Island eecececececos. 3 4,345 4,409
Nova Scotia CRC R NI T I I I IR I I I I I 26 258; 946 274’ 598
R E 1 TSIV 88, FaPe ket o ‘wfohafs o ¢ a s/ o s ekl are ir2 49591 BIERENe
Quebec LI T I T R I IR I I N I L BRI I B B 622 33872:265 4,971‘266
Ontario LI R B R Y B B L A B BB I B B ] 362 2)498,868 3’370,500
Bkt GlOAT o fake sRWeXekone - (sfafekans oneisiasia e a ahe o 36 154,446 248,918
Saskatchewan ceeceescscoscssocvonra 46 136.362 228,989
Alberta © 9 ® 90 06 © 8909 ¢ % 5 0 s v sty stoabe s 31 2105835 444’964
BraSEIShSCOIMIMBER wre o« oo sis o o5 s.0 5000 35 490,311 1,838, L2
Total 1940 o018 7676, 295 10,663,326
1941
Eriince Edwand! 1 ESIaMd - eieie s sistai e s s 4 5y ElL 12NeEs
RGNS ECGEON ol SYelole s\ lo) o1 o Skaralol/aka 18 o 5 oHorane s 17 114,801 158,622
New BrunSWiCk S 88 00 8 0080 028N ANt 7 62, 113 gl, 724
QTSUNEI) T 1ol avolls avs f@fe-slars, Sorarslonstore ook ool B 587 3,788,911 5,099,851
ontario B &2 0 002 s et LI I 279 2,112,012 2,873’611
Manitoba €0 %8 04 500 s PP e eE et rae 23 1295681 227,356
Saskatchewan LI R I I I B I S I R A 45 129,131 202’ 082
Alberta- LU LB L Y I I B B BT I B BT I I B R 25 466,977 195,589
British Columbi& S v 9 "0 e g e LI I ) 21 516,591 272’567
Total 1941 1,008 (786 2 TG 9,133,657
TOTALS BY MONTHS, 1941.
No. $ ‘gk
IERIEGPH . oo o A0 0 6 o0 0T 0108 0 /5.6, Gi0. 06 0 C 102 S7n 2T 806,394
IPEIEREE - 0 0 a6 d 08 oo b 0B 0600 B0 Ba0I0C . 100 657,842 853,066
h&arch B &9 & 8w 8" 4T T PP st sa 92 953]550 843,930
April €8 5 02 0 58 00 00 PNt s SE ATt 94 801:430 1’161,334
M&y LRI LR BB IR LR B B B I B I B A B B B A ] 83 1'0;085 838,653
G FeReke o [oee. Yo [SReRolls o4 SRR NoKa) o) o o (o1eye oins 84 953,883 739, 784
A S BT 0 0 OB & 5000 ol o' o' tlo o' 72 578,448 716,437
August L B N I B I B I I I I S I A ) 78 560:257 675,002
S DIECTRIEN A Isls <ReNe) s oheXsyeNn sxateris: SVeNsyare e ore 67 368,651 541,173
OCtober L I I I I I S I I I I O B I IR I Y 71 352’439 548,892
November €@ & 0 0 300 0 s ta et EN ey 86 425’585 585’562
Deoember L L B A B I B B I R I O I B I ) 79 416: 441 823,430
Total 1941 1,008 7,325,738 9,133,657
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Table 3. COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINESS

December, 1541.

P.E. I. Total for
and N. B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta., B.C. December
N.S. 1941 1940
TRADE
General Stores - 1L 3 1 - - 1 - 6 5
Grocery - - 2 1L - - 4 5
Conf'ectionery - - - - - - - - 1
Drink and Tobacco - - il - - - - - ]l il
Fish and Meat - - e 1 - - - - 3 4
Boots and Shoes - - 1 1 - - - - 2 5
Dry Goods - - & 3 - - 1 - 4 4
Clothing - - 3 2 1 - - 7 5
Furniture - - - - - - - - = il
Books and Stationery - - i i ik - = = 3 1
Automobile - - 1 i)l - = - I 2 g
Hardware - - - - i = = e £ il
Electric Apparatus - - - - - - - ” 5 1
Jewelry - - 3 ! = 2 - = 2 s
Coal and Wood - - il - = = = = 1 -
Drugs and Chemicals - - - - - - - = - i
Miscellaneous - - 2 2 - = = : 4 5
Total - ! 20 i 3 ] & - 39 41
MANUFACTURE
Vegetable Focds - - i 1L - - = 4 5
Drink and Tobacco - - - - - - = = = 4
Animal Foods - - - - - - - - = il
Fur and Leather - - & - - - - = 2 "3
Pulp and Paper - - ~ - - - = = - =
Textiles - - - - = - = = - =
Clothing - - 2 = = = = = 2 4
Lumber and Manufacture - - - - - - - 1 o
Iron and Steel - - - 1 = = S ik il
Non-Ferrous Metals - - - - - - - = = il
Non-Metallic Minerals - - - it = = = - I 2
Drugs and Chemicals - - - - = = = = = 4
Miscellaneous - - 1 - - - = = il 3
Total - - 6 3 - - I - 10 20
SERVICE
Gerage - - il ]! - = = = 2 6
Other Customs & Repairs - - 2 - - - - - & 2
Personal Service - - 4 1 i - - 7 4
Restaurants - - 1 il - - Z 4
Professional Service - - L - - - - - 1 1
Recreational Service - - - - - - - = = 1
Business Service - - 2 - - - - = 2 3
Total - - 18 3 i i - - 16 21
OTHER
Agriculture - - 2 i - 1 - = 3
Mining - - - = = = o z 5 2
Logging, Fishing
and Trapping - - - - - - ~ - - -
Construction - - 3 - - - = it 4 4
Transportation and
Public Utilities - - 1L - - - - 1 2 1
Finance - - - - - - = = C 1
Total - - 6 1 - It - 2 10 11
Not Classified - - 2 2 - - - = 4 4

GRAND TOTAL - il 45 2 4 3 3 2 79 el 7
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COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
FOR DECEMBER, 1941 WITH THE TOTALS FOR NOVEMBER, 1941 AND DECEMBER, 1940.

2.

(Prepared from the preliminary statements of affairs received from trustees)

Estimated Estimated
Number of Grand Total Grand Total
Bankruptcies Assets Liabilities
December $ $
Prince Edward Island .ecoeeoeson - - -
NOVa SCOtia TR e = = -
NG, JBEVRSWAICIHE o & o ore-sre vas ¢ o snee s o il 43,603 61,845
Quebec LI I I I B T R I I I I I A ) 45 326’527 501’235
(UTRNSENTING it (e .5 BTSNV onafo R STSHo o o [0 e 21 103,249 189,117
EESEORA | 3 o < dhevike & s STewoNE fdsTols) wie o 4 18.412 27,194
SISl NEWAN! | o 3 Siels olbje s stoinisis o o 3 5,037 9,725
AWerta W% J. o T s O R 3 {7,218 12 5 LS
Ripltassh Columbia .t stab - & 2 12,355 2 !
Total for December, 1941 79 516,441 823,430
Total for November, 1941 86 425,585 585,562
Total for December, 1540 97 692,321 700, 701
Table 3, COMMERCIAL FAILURES BY FROVINCES AND MONTHS, 1941,
PoBEalie: No/SEOS NeiBep  QeRT Ok *Manl. SSdisk. ;' Adsta. #BLlGs Total
RERERIT il .us. = 2 2 57 34 3 3 - i 102
Febru&ry s e 8 eveer - 2 o 56 35 3 2 2 - lOO
MIBERCINE 'oi'eres siorokol » ansne - 3 il 58 23 3 3 3 il 92
Aeir I B U O - 3 - 57 20 - 4 2 7 94
May PO Lo Deca s - l B 44‘: 24: 4 6 3 l 83
June LR R R A 1 2 l 43 24 - 5 5 3 84‘
July e cr e e e e - 2 =1 47 18 = 5 [ =4 2 72
AWTAETE w asera s s omas ! 2 - 47 20 14 i 2 2 78
September DRI ] l - b 40 20 l 4 1 3 67
OCtOber LR IR B BN l i 2 43 21 1 2 l - 71
November s.eecees - - - 53 18 3 1 3 2 86
December ..... Yo - - i 45 21 4 9 3 2 79
Total, 1941 4 T/ 7 587 279 23 45 25 2. 1,008
Table 4. COMMERCIAL FAILURES, BY BRANCHES OF BUSINESS AND MONTHS, 1941.
Logg- ‘
Manu- Agri- ing {in- Con- Trans- Fin- Ser- Not
Trade fact- cul- Fish- ing  struc- porta- ance vice Classi- Total
ures ture ing, tion tion fied
= s it Trap . T ——
January... 48 13 3 - & 7 & i 18 8 102
February.. 56 16 i - - 8 - 1 13 5 100
March .... 48 8 4 1. 4 6 - 2 5 6 92
HpRil | o 45 10 7 i 1 2 2 - 18 8 94
May o... 39 1o 3 - - 6 - 2 18 4 83
JURE cioen 48 7 i - 2 B i - 16 4 84
JULy seies 37 8 - - 2 ) il - 11 8 72
Avgasite e, 29 16 1 - il 4 - il ab/ 9 78
September, 28 8 il - 2 5 2 - 16 5 67
October .. 22 i, 4 - - 6 1 - 13 4 el
November . 38 14 3 - - 6 1 0] 11 6 86
December . 39 10 4 - - 4 2 - 16 4 79
Total, 1940 485 132 34 2 14 64 k2 8 188 71 1,008
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