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DEP-RTMELT OF TRADE ASD COMMERCE
DOIFION BURFAU OF STATISTICS
General Statistics Branch

T1ala

Dominion Statistician: SN e, .. T T 8,58, (Bon:) F.R.5.4.
Chief, General Statistics Branch: S. A, Cudmore, ifsle, F.S.S.

COMMERCTAL FAILURES IF THE CALENDAR YZAR 1977

The cumulative total of commercial failures in Canada for 1931, as reported
to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics under the provisions of the Bankruptcy and Tinding
Up Acts, was 2,216 as compared with 2,402, 2,167 and 2,037 for 1930, 1929 and 1928
respectivelys The defaulted liabilities for 1931 were $52,552,900 as compared with
$48,164,065, $38,747,638 and $32,455,437 for 1930, 1929 and 1928, Thus defaulted
lisbilities showed a considerable increase from 1930, 1929 and 1928, The Maritime
Provinces, Ontario and British Columbia showed an increage in nunber of fallures whiie
Quebec and the Prairie Provinces saowed & decrease,

Cumnulative Record of Commercial Failures in Canada
by Provinces, calendar years 1922 to 1931

Year BT - g BBy -Oes T Dak. NEn, Sadk, Aldss <B.ES - Sofal
1931 g 51 T 795" Cj9g- 16 152 - 131T< 108 27816
1370 2 51 Bpmairk - e T 35188 95 2,402
1929 I 1. G oNT 62— -4 T 69 2,167
1928 L 90 56 767 758 107 55 125 70 52,088
1927 4 66 T4 658 68 - .97 5 135 72 1,80
1926 L 63 I, 655 gl o8 113 58 1,773
Lgia 4 3 0T o= 1Al g5 o 139 T4 1,996
192 3 69 Y- g35 100 131 150 57 2,319
1923 16 155 GET hatal. . 970 268 280 323 158 3,408
1922 15 121 131 1,589 1,058 =284 272 299 155 3,925

Commercial failures in trade in 1931 numbered 1,102 as compared with 1,204
in 1930, 1,100 in 1929 and &84 in 1928, In manufactures, there were 45U failures in
1931, as against Y88 failures in 1930, 4U3 in 1929, and 505 in 1923, Pailures of
agriculturists showed an increase from 115 in 1930 to 12% in 1931 and may be compared
with 125 in 1929. lore detailed information regarding the classes of business in which
failures occurred in 1931 is given in Teble 4,

Commercial Failures in Caneda, by Branches qf Business,
calendar yeart 1024 +o 1931

s i p i (A

Trang=
Menu- Agri- Logg~ iline Con= port- Pin- Ser- ot
Year Trade fatt- cul-~ ing, ing struce atidn ance vice class- Total
~ ures ture TFish- tion & Pub; ified
ing Util.
1931 1,.E0p- Mg . 185 5 7 6d uo 2a- a2 . 19N 2,516
1930 1,204 Lgg 115 12 g 55 Lg 29 28% 159 2,un2
1929 1,100 Ll 125 Y ik bl 21 5. = aA0 I8 258
1928 ggl 505 108 31 23 70 us 5 - 263 103 2,037
1927 gl - e .. b 30 2 63 36 - Uz E e Sl
1926 805 90 1325 27 2 52 b 1 225 gh 1,773
1925 1,026 03 158 1 15 28 21 ¢ sk 1,995
1924 T T - 14 22 35 g=. g fub 2,5
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SOWMMEROIAL TALLURLS IN DECEUBIR, 1931

. A decrease in the muber of assignments under the Bankruptcy and Tinding

: Up acts, as rsported to the Tominion Bareau of Statlistice., was recorded in December,
1931, as compared with December, 1920, while the liabilities ol the assignors aluc
ghowed a considerable destease. Lommerciel failures numbered 136, as compared wi.th

239 in the same month of the previous year, and 213 in Nove.her, 1931. The liabilities
of the assignors, armounting tc $2,057.035 in December, 1931, as compared with $h,335,-
646 in November, 1931, indi-ated a decvecse; when compaved with $4,202,599 in December,
1930, a decrease is also noted,

GOILERCIAL PATIURES BY ARFAS

-

laxritime Provinseg,~ Lo toae werth urder review, there were 16 assigmuenie

in the Maritins Srovinces., as compared with L% in November, 1931, and 1l in December,
1930, The liabilities ¢f the assignors in December, 1931, were approximately $12¢,C00.

Quebec.» Tn Quebec. failures in December, 1931, totalled 72 as compared
with 78 in Yovember. 1931, and 98 in December, 1930. The liabilities in Decemnber,
1931, were approximately $1,227,000, Of these 72 failures, U3 with liabilities of
about $823,000 took place in the city of iontreal.

Ontario.— Commercial failures in Ontario aggregated 63, as compared with
g2 in Wovember, 19731, and 76 in December, 1930. The liabilities in December, 1931,
were approximately $1,006,000. In the city of Toronto, thnere were 23 assigmments with
liabilities of about $434,000.

Prairie Provinces.~- In the three Prairie Provinces, failures increased
from 26 in Tovember, 1931, to 31 in December, 1931, and may be compared with U2 in
December, 1930, Listilities were approximately $493,000, principally in Alber te.
There were 6 failures in the city of Winnipeg with liadilities of about $56,000.

Pritich Columbis.~ :n British Columbia, commercial failures numbered 9,
as compared with 13 in Jovember, 1931, and 11 in December, 1930, The liabilities were
about $96,000. Of thesec 9 failuvres, 7 took place in the city of Vancouver with liabil-
ities of 2bout $87,00).

FATLURES BY EZPANCHES OF BUSINESS

Trede.~ Trading esteblishments furnished as usual the largest number of
failures. 101 a2szigaing in December, 103%L, as compared with 104 in FNovember, 1931, and
126 in December, 1930, Of the 10l concerns assigring in Pecember, 1931, 12 were
general stores, 9 gracery, 7 confecticnery, & fish and meat, | honts and shoes, 5 dry
goods, 17 clothing. 3 furniture, ¥ ®utimodile, 4 hardwere. ' =i:u’ric apparatus, 2
jewelry, 2 coal and wocl and 2 drugs ead caesicalse

Manufactures.= Manufacturing establircli.ents to the number of 39 assigned

in December, 192l, s against 37 ia November of tle same year, and 47 in Decauder, 1930e
The %9 included & erngaged in “he marufacture of vegeteblie foods, 2 in animal fcods, 5

in fur and leather goods, 6 iu clothing,; £ in lumber and its manufactured products, 3
in nor-ferrous me%als and 2 in non-metaliic minerals.

Agriculturces Agriculturists assigning in December, 1931, numbered 13 a8
compared with 17 in Fovember, 1931, ani 9 in Taecember, 1930.

Miscellansous.~ There were 5 failures in construction, 4 in transportation,
and 1 in logging, fishing aad trepping.

>y 7 S g i e S S

Statistical Tables.— The commercial failures in each month from January,
1928 are given by 3" vinces in Table 1, while Table 2 furnished statistics of commercial
failures by branches of tusiness by months frem Jamuary, 1928 to December, 1931. The
detailed figures of failures during Decemter, 1971, are shown by provinces and branches
of business in Table 2 and for the year in Teble 4, The assets and liabilities of -
those failing during Decembar, 193l, ere shown by provinces in Table 5, and by provinces
for the years 1929, 1920 and 1931 in Table 6.
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Table 1, ~ COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CAADA, BY PROVINCES AND i{ONTHS, 1928-1931 VITH
ANTUAL TOTALS ¥FOR 1922+19730.

P i il TS o T A Qués ' Ong. Han, Sagk, dltas BECla— Toital
Total 1922 - 15 121 1721 1,589 1,058 28Y4 272 296 156 3,925
Total 1923 - 16 155 T L8k 970 258 280 723 158  3.408
Total 1924 - E 69 67 907 835 100 131 150 57 2,319
Total 1925 =~ i €8 758 720 85 77 139 74 1,996
Total 1926 - Y 63 74 654 655 sﬁ 6é 113 B8 1773
Total 1927 - b 66 74 658 681 97 gk 1% ¥o ' 1.8
1928
January & 173 E 58 i 5 20 L 197
February 1 9 08 69 10 13 g 138
March ] - 5 68 T SR T 3 10 154
April - E 5 54 b3 6 5 14 6 138
lay - 7 32 M, ’ 8 7 -
June - g L Lg L 8 11 4 133
sy 2 R S R A j G 1. i
August - 1 6 50 49 7 ﬂ 6 6 id2
Sept ember - 5 g 66 67 5 - 8 3 165
Octaber - 10 3 75 86 10 3 7 6 200
November - L 3 72 g0 1k + 12 L 193
December 1 23 6 105 79 1 5 9 1 230
Tot2l 1928 Y 90 56 767 758 103 65 126 50 -, 2,087
1929
Jenuary - 8 12 114 108 6 g 9 Yy 209
February ~ 5 4 80 75 9 il i 6 197
Mer ch - 6 2 T4 69 5 g 10 6 180
April - 7 6 87 55 f 5 % 5 174
May - b 7 g2 70 Y 4 10 L 185
June & 2 4 58 5 1.0 7 T 5 148
July - a 2 76 9 8 6 7 L 149
August % 2 Lg Uz I 7 it 3 1.38
September - 3 2 66 57 5 = 5 5 151
October - 9 - g2 s 10 6 7 4 176
Yovember - 8 9 68 by 12 10 8 3 176
December L 12 i g2 T4 12 5 e “‘3__ cou
Total 1929 9 ) 61 927 762 91 gh 101 60 2,187
1930
January 1 15 6 120 81 9 12 11 g 262
February - 8 98 62 3 8 11 7 205
March - 5 4 92 69 8 5 12 6 201
April - & 3 81 72 5 10 19 5 155
Vay - 2 - 60 55 10 g 11 10 166
June 1 7 3 67 64 7 16 8 9 178
July - 6 yi | 0 6 15 12 5 169
Avgust - Y 3 59 1 10 17 13 6 159
September - 2 3 85 68 P Y4 15 7 192
October - 6 3 93 57 13 16 17 1l &6
November - 3 3 86 g5 "' 15 ag 18 10 202
December 1 5 5 98 76 16 1% 1L 13 2139
Total 1930 3 61 U 1, 0LE 06 WY 1l6 172 95" iPuNec
19%2
January 1 3 12 sg 87 %o 23 %g 1% egg
Febr - I i
Marciany - g 2 Eu 2% 2 1l 1; % e
April - n 6 6 é 1 15
May - 4 6 ) 6 9 }ég
June 2 6 é 8 5 10 ! 30 : 165
July i 58 1 8 10 o) 15¢
August - 8 g% 2 lé 5 6 i
Sept ember - 2 € 58 10 7 1 g
October - 5 98 78 9 6 13 13 22
Yovember 3 4 [ 78 g2 11 10 p) 15 el
December - g 8 y 68 9 5 16 S 19
Total 1931 7 A ™ T 743 109 I5B oy “E3L 204 2,206
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Mable 2. - COMMERCIAL FEAILURZS I¥ ¢

=

ANADA BY ERANCHES OF BUSINESS AND_MOVIES,

1928-1971.
Manu- Agri- Logg-
Trade fact- cul- ing, iin- Con~- Trans- Fin- Ser- lo% Total
ure  ture Fish- 4ing gtruc- port- ance vice class-
ing, tion ation ified
Trap.

Total 1924 - 1,317 29 204 14 22 [N 76 8 . i29 .216. 2,719
Total 1925 - 1,026 03 158 M- 15 50 21 5 220 8+ 1,996
Total 1926 - 805 Ego 135 27 20 52 34 T EERT s . I
Total 1927 - 818 430 116 30 2 63 % w gt e A0

1.9 38
January g3 Uus 13 3 g 5 - 29 7 W37
February 76 47 g i 3 T L - 25 4l 183
March 67 43 10 3 3 7 3 - a8 164
April 67 33 9 - 2 a 3 - 17 L 138
Hay 57 u2 5 3 1 7 - i3 “ i 148
June Bl 72 6 2 2 5 5 - 21 6 133
July A4 40 2 3 2 5 3 & TEgs 139
August 6k 34 4 3 1 5 3 S T 1L2
Saptember 79 6 18 2 & 5 3 - g~ IS 165
October 88 7 12 E 2 6 5 - g "l 200
Tovember 71 55 13 3 g L i 27 ] 193
December 124 51 9 - - 7 -~ 3 R 230
Total 1928 ggLk 505 108 31 23 70 L5 5 . 262 10% asba7

195 g
January 140 i} 6 - 1 10 1 & 22 17 269
February g8 57 iy 1 1 Y i 1 o4 6 197
March 79 8 16 1 1 7 L - 21 a8 180
dnril 83 0 B1 - - 6 3 2 = S 174
Maxv 101 33 17 - - 6 - - 2y 18 125
June 79 29 8 - - 3 i 2 T 148
July 83 26 5 X - * - = 0= il 1ug
Avgust 66 27 6 1 3 3 it - - 138
Sentember 72 25 8 - - 7 - - 24 15 151
October 93 21 19 - 3, 3 . - 18 a8 176
¥ovember 9 73 g - 3 7 3 - | 176
December 12 I 10 = i 4 3 T AL 2ol
etei 1929 1,101 N3 125 Fam- S f B 5 290 Jn - ghy

1920
Jenuary 135 58 6 L ! 2 3 ! 3 NE- e 251
Feorudry < 11% 36 10 - - 2 2 5 2, 95 205
YMarch 101 76 16 3 Tk 3 Y Y - g 201
April 9% b 10 ! - 3 E 1 20 14 194
Moy g2 75 7 i 1 5 i 20 12 156
June gh 39 6 X 2 6 4 .7 Ao g 178
July 85 35 9 1 - 6 3 1 20 g 169
August &1 30 10 i - E 2 3 s W 159
September 97 Lo 8 - | 5 2 27 g 192
October 107 4l 10 it 1 6 6 2 29 10 216
Tovember 101 46 14 - i 6 7 2. 35 18 eez
Decenber 126 7 9 2 - 6 5 T sudlh o 18 279
Total 1930 1,204  4gg 115 32 g 55 Lg 29 287 159 2,402

e, 1
January 121 hg 5 2 1 7 3 3 2418 240
February 91 gg 13 1 1 7 6 = A -k 178
Marsh g2 9 ~ - Y 3 - 20 10 178
Aprit g9 40 8 - - 5 3 - i e 175
May gl 35 9 » - 3 3 - a1 163
June 82 39 6 & % E g L 18 T 165
July 79 3 g - 2 ' 1 10 6 152
August 78 3 8 - ¥ L 2 A 22 6 155
September = 33 1k - - 4 5 3 T | 1675
October 107 bs 15 A 2 7 2 B EET 1 226
Tovembaer 104 37 7 - - 5 Y 1 2% 20 213
December 101 79 13 1 - 6 Y = 23 9 196
Total 1931 1,102 LG4 125 5 1 61 42 21 255 13k 2,216
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Table 3.- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINESS
EIEMBER, 1931

PR T Total Total
and N.B, Que., Ont. Man., Sask, Alta. B,C., for for Dec,
N, S, 1931 1338
TRAIE
General Stores - - ) & . - 12 i
Grocery 3 il 3 2 - - - - 9 16
Confectionery il - 2 3 - - - 1 7 9
Crink and Tobacco - - 1 - - - - i e
Fish and Meat - - 2 3 - - 3 - 8 g
Boots and Shoes dl - 2 2 - - - - 5 9
Dry Goods - - 3 2 ~ - = L 5 1]
Clothing - i g 3 2 3 2 1 17 1<
Furniture F -3 - 2 - 1 . 3 4
Booxs and Stationery - - L - - - - - L -
Automobile - - 2 3 il - 1 8 Z
Hardware 1 - 2 - 1 - - 4 4
Electric Apparatus - - A 2 - - - - 3 2
Jewelry - - - 1 - — - 1 2 6
Coal and Wood - - 1 1 - - - - 2 5
Drugs and Chemicals o - 2 = = - - - 2 9
Miscellaneous 1 2 4 3 1 - - 1 12 B
Tl 33 « Yo tw o2 3 et 7 4. 36 28 6 6 7 5 101 . 186
MANUF ACTURE
Vegetable Foods - - 3 3 5 - 3 - 8 i
Drink and Tobacco - - - - - - - - - i
Animal Foods - - 1 i - - - - 2 2
Fur and Leather - 2 2 - - - 6 6
Pulp and Paper - - - - - - - - = £
Textiles - - 1 il = = = A4 7 1
Clothing - - 2 3 - - 1 - 6 8
Lumber and Manufactures - - 1l 1 - - - - 2 6
Iron and Stesl - - - - = = = = > =
Non-ferrous Metals - - 1 2 - - - - 3 3
Non-metallic Minerals - - 1 L - - - - 2 2
Drugs and Chemicals - - - - - - - = = i
Miscellaneous - il 4 3 - - - - 8 1l
41 LR R LB ARG 3L - 2 16 Ky 1 - 2 1 39 &7
SZRVICE
Gerages - - 2 2 - - - - 4 5
Other Customs and Repairs - - 1 it - - - - 2 4
Personal Service = 2 3 - 3 - 10 9
Professional Service - - - - - - = & = £
Recreational Service - - - il - = 2 = 3 1
Business Service - i\ il 2 - - - - 4 7
i eSS T g - 2 6 9 1 - 5 - 2 26
OTHER
Lgriculture - - 6 5 2 - . o 13 9
Mining - - - - - - - - = o
Logging, Fishing & Trap, - - i - - = = - il 2
Construction 1 - 2 2 1 - - = 6 6
Transportation and Public
Utilities - - i - - = i 4 5
Finance - - = 2 = E = = 3
RO RN v N v ol B =500 0.6.0 b ¢ s - 10 9 il - il 2 24 25
NG SilEis SH L el i S e - - 4 3 - - 1 il 9 1%
GRIIE" TOTAL S e Pl Aarwsacking § 8 8 72 68 9 6 16 9. 196 289

e e e
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Table 4.- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF BUSINEISS,
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1931, WITH TOTALS FOR 1930.

PAESICS Total Total
amg) INE, " @he. ' OniJA Mens Seiek. Alta, DB.C. fer for
N3S., 1G] W0
TRALE
General Stores 8 CEAL - e e S L 3 159 167
Grocery 5 6 33 32 2 T 8 3 ;. Lok M
Confectionery 4 3 24 25 3 2 8 4 73 62
Drink and Tobacco 1 - il 4 - - - - 16 19
Fish and Meat £ s W8 | 23 1 = 8 PR . W
Boots and Shoes 2 - 23 25 il 2 2 - 55 ta
Dry Goods 5 2 31 30 2 - g 2 el = e
Clothing 4 @ 39~ , 38 B —ng 1% £ -l
Furniture - - 8 1y} 2 - 7 3 37 22
Books and Statiomery - - 6 8 gl - - - 15 25
Automobile i} 2 14 i 4 q 4 2 51 49
Hardware il - 9 15 2 5 2 2 36 e\
Electric Apperatus - 2 T 12 2 2 4 3 30 21
Jewelry - 3 10 14 2 1 5 1 36 42
Coal and Wood - il ALy 14 - - 2 3 i 39
Drugs and Chemicals 1 ik 12 11 - 5 - 2 32 52
Miscellaneous 8 | 51 46 14 iLg 8 o TR SRS
Totale.: w.b R A T il o 40 4% . 3ER . ahe 59 87 817 44 1L G ) 204
MANUFACTURE
Vegetabls Foods - J 30 30 4 6 3 5 79 63
Drink and Tobacco - - 5 4 - - - - 9 )
Animal Foods - 1 11 14 - 2 1 1 30 20
Fur and Leather - 2 16 14 4 1 1 2 40 66
Pulp and Paper 1L - < 4 - - - - 9 3
Textiles - - 47 16 1 - - 1 35 17
Clothing 2 2 26 30 5 4 4 1 72 107
Lumber and Manufactures - - 16 12 - - 5 33 56
Iron and Steel = = 3 7 2 - - - 12 3
Non-ferrous Metals - - 11 11 - - - - 22 20
Non-metallic Minerals - - 5 6 - - - il 12 24
Drugs and Chemicals 2 = 1 = - = = - L 2
liiscellaneous 3 2 42 43 7 5 1 TSN 1110 96
R o B e B b S 6 R - ] o i3 ) 237 1rheas  MES
SERVICE
Garages 2 . 15 24 2 ] 2 I e 60
Other Customs and Repairs - - 20 17 i) 2 - 2 42 47
Personal Service 1 6 20 18 [ 8 8 % g 0
Professional Service 1 1 6 1 - - 1 2 12 13
Recreational Service - - 10 9 1 - 2 - 22 JLl
Business Service 2 2 .5 16 4 3 6 6 54 48
EAbads: =, B =1 T S0 6 10 86 85 13 18 19 18 25s e
OTHER
Agriculture 1 2 56 44 6 i 6 B e
Mining - - - 3 - il 1 2 7 9
Logging, Fishing and
Trapping - - 2 i - - - 2 5 12
Construction i - 23 25 2 6 2 2 ] 55
Transportation and Public
Utilities 1t - 14 19 1 2 2 3 42 48
Finance = 1 4 7 2 3 i 3 21 29
Mottailes, o 4ad 8., RN 00 0 o 3 3 99 99 4]} 19 12 15 261 268
o 1 VR " S—— 3 i 56 46 5 10 3 =l 258

GRANE: TRgRMT . o L. 2% 58 o & TRE s > e, 2 v - 104 25296 2,402
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Table 5.- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ASSETS

AND LIABILITIES FOR DECEMBER, 1931

No. of Egtimated Estimated
4 Grand Total Grana Total
Bankruptcies hssets Liabilities

No. $ $

Prince Edward Island - = =
Nova Scotia 8 45, 761 50,429
New Brunswick 8 52,376 85,087
Quebec 72 992,937 1,227,008
Ontario 68 909,334 1,005,684
Manitoba 9 43,122 75,982
Saskatchewan 6 78,143 113,398
Alverta 16 286,629 303,488
British Columbia 9 56,402 96,159
Total for December, 1931 196 2,464,704 2,957,235
Total for November, 1931 213 3,629,172 4,335.646
Total for December, 1930 239 2,906,631 4,202,599
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jfagle 6.- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANAUL, SHOWING ESTIMATED GRAND TOTAL ASSETS AND

GRAND TOTAL LIABILITIZS, CALENDAR YEARS 1925-1931, WITH

TOTALS BY PROVINCES, 1929-1931

( repared from the preliminary statement of affairs received from trustees)

Nos of Estimated Bstimated
Bankruptoieb Grand Total Grand Total
Assets Liabilities
$ &
Total 192¢ 1,996 26,968,371 32,153,697
Total 1926 g32773 24,676,661 B, 125
Total 1927 1,841 43,197,894 30,634, 369
Total 1928 2,037 26,533,462 32,455,437
1929
Prince Edward Island 1 3,000 6,703
Nova Scotia 71 385,723 414,500
New Brunswick 61 355,809 556,354
Quebee 927 11,860,837 13,002,070
Ontario 762 12,888,717 16,822,000
Manitobe 91 2,222,238 2,630,160
Saskatchewan 84 1,163,724 1,930,564
Alberta 101 1,016,939 1,458,215
British Columbia 69 2,167,040 1,927,072
Total 1929 2,167 32,064,027 38,747,638
1930
Prince Edward Island 3 10,168 20,360
Nova Scotia 61 378,274 639,802
New Brunswick 45 210,398 34,522
Quebec 1,012 12,401,957 15,920,704
Ontario 776 21,572,246 21,025,069
Manitoba iy 958,896 1,334,95¢
Saskatchewan 146 2,564,025 2,790,049
Alberta 152 1,438,735 hgd TN, 38
British Columbia 94 4,513,472 4,232,961
Total 1930 a0 2.0d 44,048,171 48,154,065
1931
Prince Edward Island 7 11,412 22,994
Nova Scotia 51 350,591 436,924
New Brunswick 74 338,160 535,914
Quebec 795 21,697,219 23,567,067
Ontar io 793 13,989,821 16,083,555
Manit oba 109 2,502,137 3,476,729
Saskatchewan 152 1,861,625 2,266,539
Alberta 150, 3,098,068 2,660,311
British Columbia 104 2,990,146 3,562,867
Total 1931 2,216 46,839,179 52,552,900
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