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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS
General Statistics Branch

OTTAWA
Dominion Statistician: B.<le BREEE R A B.5,55; (Hom, )-? A9,0y
Chief , Genéral Statistics Branch: §. A, Cudmore,, M.A., F,5.,5.

COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA IN MARCH, 1931

As compared with March, 1930, a decrease in the number of assignments under
the Bankruptcy and Winding Up Acts, as reported to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
was experienced in March, 1931, The liabilities of the assignors also showed a de~
crease. Commercial failures numbered 178 in March, 1931, as compared with 201 in the
same month of the previous year, and 188 in February, 1931, The liabilities of the
assignors, amounting to $3,184,198 as compared with $4,789,70]1 in February, 1931, show-
ed a decreass; when compared with $4,310,08% in March, 1930, a decrease is also noted,

Commercial Failures by Areas

lMaritime Provinces.- In the month under review, theres were 8 assignments in
the Maritime Provinces, as compared with 8 in February, 1931, and 9 in March, 1930:
The liabilities were about $39,000,

guebec.- Commercial failures in the Province of Quebec during March, 1931,
numbered 64, as against 71 in February, 1931, end 92 in March, 1930, The liabilities
were approximately $1,087,000; Of these 64 failures, 28 with liabilities of sbout
$482,000 were in the city of Montreal.

Ontarigi- In Ontario; tho failures numbered 60, as ageinst 59 in February,
1931, and 69 in March, 1930¢ Liabilities aggregated about $1,213,000. In the city of
Toronto, there were 18 failures with liabilities of about §212,000;

Prairie Provincesi= In the thres Prairie Provinces; failures decreased from
43 in February, 1931, to 37 in March, 1931, and may be compared with 25 in lMarch, 1930.
The liabilitics were approximately $670,000, mainly in Alberta, There were 4 failures
in the city of Winnipeg with liabilities of about $30,000.

British Columbia.- In British Colupbia, commercial failures numbsred 9 as
compared with 7 in February, 1931, and 6 in March, 1930, The liabilities were approx-
imately $175,000. There were 5 failures in the city of Vancouver, with liabilities of
about $159,000.

Commercial Failures by Branches cf Business

Trade,- Trading establishments furnished the largest number of failures, 92
assigning in March, 1931, as compared with 91 in February, 1931, and 101 in March, 1930,
0f thuse concerns, 15 were general stores, 8 grocery, 5 confectionery, 7 fish and meat,
4 boots and shoes, 7 clothing, 5 furniture, 4 automobilc, 5 hardware, 4 jewelry and 3
coel and wood,

Manufacturcs,- lanufacturing establishments to the number of 40 assigned in
liarch, 1931, us against 36 in February, 1931, and 36 in March, 1930. The 40 included
8 cnguged in the monufacturc of vegetable foods, 4 in onimal foods, 5 in fur and leather,
5 in clothing, 4 in lumbsr &nd its menufactured products, and 3 in the manufacture of
non-ferrous metals,

agriculture,=- Agriculturists assigning in March, 1931, numbered 9 as compared
with 13 in Fobruary, 1931, and 16 in March, 1930.

iscellancous.~ There were 4 failures in construction, 3 in transportation
and public utilities'and 22 in service.
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CUULATIVE THREE MONTHS' TOTAL OF FAILURES AND LIABILITI®S

The cumulative totzal of commercial failures for the first threse months of

L 1931 wers 606, s compared with 667, 646 anmd 549 for the sams periods of 1930, 1929
and 1928, The total failures in trade in the first three months of 1931 wers 304, as
comparad with 349, 307 end 226 for the same periods of 1930, 1929 and 1928, In menu-
factures, 124 failures in the clapsed period of 1931 may be compared with 130, 166
and 135 in the same period of the three preccding years, The defaulted liabilities
for the first thrce months of 1931 were $11,944,578, as compared with $17,091,691,
$13,143,172 and $7,382,987 for the same periods of the three preceding years,

Cumulative Record of Commercinl Feilures in Canasda, by Provinces,
January to March, 13922 - 1931

R G ARSh B Que . Ont. Man, Saskd “AMGR, - BaGy Total

——

Comparative
Totals for
first three
months
1931 p 8 23 215 206 34 55 37 27 606
1930 Jd 22 18 310 Fal 24 25 34 21 667
1929 - 19 18 268 252 20 27 26 16 646
1928 3 22 12 194 205 32 18 41 22 549
1927 - 18 23 176 178 22 16 43 25 499
1926 3 22 16 1492 169 25 16 30 11 464
1925 1 26 16 243 L7 22 29 56 20 630
1924 - 24 24 279 270 37 55 59 26 774
1923 5 43 12 379 309 84 117 116 45 1,110
1922 4 33 59 389 281 74 82 90 42 1,054
Commercial Failures in Canada, by Branches of Business,
January to March, 1924 - 1931
Trans-
Manu- Agri- |Logg- Win- Con- port- Fin- Ser- Not
Tradse -faat-- oul- ing, ing . struec- ation ance vice class- Totel
ures ture Fish- tion & ‘Pulg;. ified
dpg WAL

Comparative
Totals for
first three
months
1931 304 124 25 3 2 18 12 3 74 39 606
1930 349 180 32 4 3 8 7 . 63 59 667
1929 307 166 33 2 3 21 9 2 67 36 646
1928 226 135 3% 11 9 23 12 - 76 27 549
1927 229 106 35 6 3 19 11 - 68 22 439
1926 222 79 Al o 2 15 13 - 62 27 464
1925 362 102 54 6 6 15 5 - 52 28 630
1924 432 102 59 3 2 14 22 i 30 109 774

tatistical Tables.- The commercial feilures in each rmonth from January, 19238,
are given by provinces in Table 1, while Tgble 2 furnishes statistics of commercial
feilures by branches of business by months from Jenuary, 1928, to March, 1931. The
detzailed figures of failures during March, 1931, are shown by provinces and branches of
buziness in Table 3, and for the first three months of the year in Table 4, The assets
wnd liabilities of thoss feiling during March, 1931, ure shown by provinces in Table 5
and the first quarter of 1931 is shown in Takle 6.
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Tubls 1.- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA BY PROVINCES AND MONTHS, 1948-1931 WITH
ANNUAL TOTALS FOR 1924-1930 -
PREAL,,  NaST N.B., «ue. Ont. Man., Sask. Alta. )0 s Total
Tstal 1922 - 15 121 13Y %L;5B9  L,068 284 272 299 156 3,925
Total 1923 - 16 155 N 970 258 280 323 158 3,408
Total 1924 = 3 69 67 907 835 100 131 150 57 2,349
Total 1925 - 4 74 68 758 720 85 e 139 74 1,996
Total 1926 = 4 63 74 654 655 84 68 113 58 1473
Total 1927 - 4 66 74 658 681 97 54 135 72 TaBAL
1928
January il 3 3 58 82 11 5 20 4 197
February 1 9 4 68 69 10 6 13 8 188
March 1 - 5 68 54 11 7 8 10 164
April - 5 5 54 43 6 5 14 6 138
May - 4 7 5 51 7 7 8 7 148
June - 8 4 46 48 4 8 13 4 133
July - 5 & 54 44 7 9 6 1 139
August - 14 6 50 49 7 4 6 6 142
September - 5 i 66 67 5 - 12 3 165
October - 10 3 75 86 10 3 7 6 200
November - 4 3 i) 80 14 4 12 4 193
December i 13 6 105 79 11 5 9 1 230
Total 1928 4 90 56 767 758 103 63 126 70 2,035
1929
January - 8 ") 114 108 6 8 9 4 269
February - 5 4 80 75 9 e 7 6 197
March - 6 2 74 69 5 8 10 6 180
April - ¥ 6 87 55 4 5 k 3 174
May - 4 7 82 70 4 4 10 4 184
June . 2 4 58 55 10 ¥ 7 : 148
July - 3 2 76 49 3 6 7 3 149
August - 4 2 48 47 L¥ f 36, 8 138
September - 3 2 66 57 5 2 6 5 151
October - 9 4 82 54 10 6 7 4 176
November - 8 9 68 49 12 10 8 12 176
De cember i 12 ) 92 74 12 5 12 9 224
Total 1929 1 b 61 927 762 91 84 101 69 8487
£ 30 ‘
January 1 13 6 120 81 9 12 ! 8 261
February - 4 8 98 62 i 8 | 7 205
March - g 4 92 69 8 5 19 6 201
April - 8 3 81 72 5 10 10 1 194
lay - 2 - 60 65 10 8 11 10 166
June i 3 3 67 64 7 16 8 9 178
July - 6 4 71 50 6 15 12 5 169
August - 4 3 59 47 10 13 13 6 159
September - 2 3 86 68 7 4 103 1 192
October - 6 3 93 57 13 16 1% 11 216
November - 3 3 86 65 15 22 18 10 222
December i 5 5 98 76 16 13 14 11 239
Total 1930 3 61 49 - 1 SOl 776 113 146 152 95 2,402
19 44
Jasuary 3 12 80 G 10 22 14 i 240
february 3 L 71 59 15 18 10 7 188
March - 2 6 64 60 9 15 13 9 178
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Table 2.4 COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA BY BR&NCHES OF BUSINESS

AND MCNTES, 1928 - 1931

Logg-
lianu~- Agri- ing, Win- Con- Trans- Fin- Ser- Not
Trade fact- cul- PFish- ing struc-port- ance vice Class- Total
ubiey Ui RENdE, tion ation asftie
firap,

Total 1924 = X,337. " 39T 204 14 22 44 36 B aah. 216~ 25949
Total 19¢5 - eRé 303 58 14 15 50 21 5. 28 & . Xae0%
Total 1926 - 805 396-" 135 - 20 52 34 & 885 84 1,773
Total 1927 - 818 430 ' 116 30 26 63 36 « 243 B e Ll

=g .8
January 83 45 1] 4 3 8 b, 2 29 7 197
February 7 47 8 4 3 7 4 B o JAE 14 188
Mhrch 67 43 10 3 3 7 3 - 22 6 164
April 67 33 9 - 2 3 3 - 17 4 138
May 57 42 5 3 1 4 7 - 18 o 148
June 54 32 6 2 /] 5 g - 21 6 133
July 54 40 % 3 2 5 3 - 20 5 139
August 64 34 4 3 ! 5 3 1 21 6 142
September 79 36 12 2 1 5 3 - 16 11 165
October 88 47 12 3 2 6 5 - 27 10 200
November 71 55 13 4 gy 8 4 i 27 7 193
December 124 51 9 - - 7 - 3 20 16 230
Total 1928 884 505 108 3k 23 70 45 g ~Wod | “RERS- 25087

1929
January 140 . 6 . 1 10 4 1 22 17 269
February 88 57 i 2 i 1 4 4 I 24 6 197
March 79 38 16 1 % 7 & - 21 | 180
April 83 40 11 “ - 6 3 1 19 pis | 174
May 101 33 37 - - 6 - - ] 16 189
June 79 29 8 - - 3 1 2 14 1% 148
July 83 26 5 1 - 1 - - 19 14 149
August 66 27 6 1 3 3 | - 22 9 138
September 72 25 8 - - 7 - - 24 15 151
October 93 21 19 - 1 3 1 - 19 19 176
November 93 33 8 - 3 g 3 - 16 13 176
December iz 43 10 - 1 4 8 - 2 12 224
Total 1929 150G 448 | M85 4 11 61 21 528 A0, AT 108

2930
January 135 58 6 i Z 3 1 B 25 2% 261
February 113 36 10 - - g 2 5 21 16 205
March 101 36 16 3 1 3 4 4 17 16 201
April 96 L4 10 1 - 3 5 dé 20 14 194
lMay 82 33 7 i 1 5 4 1 20 18 166
June 84 39 6 1 2 6 4 2 22 12 178
July 85 35 9 1 - 6 3 1 20 9 169
August i 30 10 il - 5 2 3 21 10 159
September 97 40 8 - i 4 5 2 27 8 192
October 107 44 10 1 1 6 6 2 29 10 216
November e L6 4 - i 6 7 2 35 10 222
De cember 126 47 9 Z - 6 5 3 26 15 239
Total 1930 1,204 488 115 12 9 55 48 2 By 159, 2,402

dkgge a1
January 121 48 5 2 I i 3 3 32 18 240
Fehruary 91 36 13 L ! 7 6 - 22 11 188
arch 92 40 9 - b 3 - 20 10 178
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Table Jo- COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN CAMNADA, BY PROVINCES AND BRANCHES OF
SUSIHESS, MARCH, 1931

2% YA Total Total
MR NrBy s Ondis MeneSagk. Alta., B.Cy for- for
NeS, 1931 1930
TRALD
General Stores - 1 4 3 . 2 3 - 25 14
Grocery - 3 2 2 - 2 1 - 8 8
Confectionery - - 2 2 J - - - 5 6
Drink and Tobacco - - 2 - - - - - 2 1
Fish and Meat - - 3 2 - - o 7 9
Foots and Shoes ~ - 2 % - - - - - 7
Dry Goods i - i 1 - - - 1 4 8
Clothing - - 2 3 ] - 4 7 8
Furniture - - 1 2 - 2 - 5 4
Books and Stationery - - - = = . - = = i
Automobile - 1 2 - - - - i 5
Hardware - - - 2 - 3 - - 5 3
Electric Apparatus - - 1 L - - - - 2 2
Jewelry - - 1 2 - - 11 - 4 3
Coal and wWood - - 2 3 - - - - 3 3
Drugs and Chemicals - - - 2 - - - - 2 5
Miscellaneous - - 5 3 [ 2 3 | 1% 14
Total L 3 29 30 3 i 1d 4 92 R
MaNUFACTURE
Vegetable Foods - 1 2 3 il ! - - 8 3
Drink and Tobacco = = - = = - - - - i
Animal Foods - - 2 2 - - = - 4 i
Fur and Leather - - 2 2 - - ! - 5l 4
Fulp and Paper - - - = - - - = - 2
Textiles - = 1t 1 - = - - 2 -
Clothing - - 3 2 - - - - 5 8
Lumber and Nan. l - 1 ! - - = il & 5
Iron and Stesl - - - 1 - - - - i 2
Non=Ferrous fwetals - - 31 = 2 & - - 3 -
Non=Metallic Minerals - - - = - - - - - 2
Drugs and Chenicals = - - - - - - - - -
iWiscellaneous - - & | il = = = 8 8
Totel 1 y 16 15 a 2l 3 B 40 36
SERVICE
Garages - = 1 3 - - - L 5, 2
Other Customs & Repzirs - - 1l il - - - il 3 2
Personal 3Service - - ¥ 2 - - - - 3 8
Frofessional Service - - 3 - - - - 2 g 2
Recrentional Service - - 2 - - - - - 2 -
Business Burvice - - - d - - J - 2 3
Total - - 3 i - - 1 4 20 17
{THER
sgriculture - - 3 | i 2 = <3 9 16
lining - - - = = = s s i 1
Logging,Fisiting & Trap. = = - - - - - - - 3
Construction - - 2 2 - = = = ) 3
Tronsportation end Fudilic
Utilities - - 1 2 = = - = 3 4
Finan ce - - - - - - = - - 4
Toial - - € 7 it e - - 16 Bl
Bles43 e - 2 5 3. i - - . 10 16
GRAME "TOTAL 2 6 64 60 9 15 3, 8- . 156 ; | 2%

s Ao -y~ -—
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Teble 4.~ COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN 0iNADa, BY PROVINCES .. ND BRANCHES OF
BUSINESS, IN THE FIRST YUARTER OF 1931

™ Totel Total
“ and NoB, Ques Ontl Mon S=ek, slta B.C, for for
: NiGiEee. | Ly Acae
TRADE
Genercl Stores 3 4 12 10 4 5 7 - 45 =34
Grocery - i 9 8 - S 3 - 26 33
Confcctionery - ) b 6 i 2 1 1 18 22
Drink 2nd Tobacco - - 3 - - - - - 3 4
Fish and Meat - - 9 5 i - 3 2 20 21
Boots and Shoes - - 6 7 - I - - 14 26
Dry Goods 2 - 8 s L - 2 il 2l 32
Clothing - 3 14 11 4 4 X A 38 41
Furniturc - - 3 z b - 3 e L5 2
Books and Stationery - - b i - - - - 2 8
Automobile - i1 3 2 - i - - 7 5
Hardware - - - 6 - 3 1 1, 11 8
Eleetric Apparatus - - 2 2 1 - i - 6 10
Jewelry - - 3 3 2 = 2 - 10 12
Co2l and Wood - 1 5 4 - - - i 15l dLL
Drugs and Chemicals = - 3 . . { - 1 7 14
Miscellareocus 2 3 17 13 4 S 4 2 S0 42
Total 7 14" ~ Q08 95 19 28 28 i W [ SR
MANUF ACTURE
Vegetable Foods - i3 8 8 1 2 % 2 23 12
Drink and Tobacco - - 4 3 - - - - 7 3
Animal Foods - it 5 7 - 2 ¢ - 16 5
Fur and Lecther - - - - - - - - - 18
Pulp and Paper - - 3 ! - - - - 6 2
Textiles - - 10 9 it - - i 21 -
Clothing 1 - 2 4 - - - %, g ~~ 20
Lumber ond Manu, - - - il - - - - 1 19
Iron and Stesl - - 2 2 2 - - - 6 2
Non-Ferrous Metals - = 2 2 - - - - 4 3
Non-Metzallic Minerals - - - =k - - - - = 7
Drugs and Chemicals = = = = = = - - = c
Misccllaneous - = sl 13 3 2 - 1 31 26
Total )} 2 48 52 7 7 2 6 ke .. 130
SERVICE :
Garagss - - 3 A 3 - 1 12 yil
Other Custom & Repairs - - o A s - ol L $
Personal Service - 2 5 5 1 3 d - iy 27
Professionzl Service - E - - - I 2 6 4
Recreational Service - - 7 2 i - = 3 10 4
Business Ssrvice - 1 2 7 ! i 2 2 16 il
Total - 3 25 24 4 4 6 74 63
QTHER
Agriculture - - 10 10 2 4 1k - 27 32
Mining - = - - - - - 2 & 3
Logeing  Filhing and-Trap, - - .5 - - 1 2 4
Construction - - 6 7 - 3 2 - 18 8
Lransportation and Punlic
Utilitiss - - 5 & - 2 - 1 b | 1
Financs - - - 2 - - - J, 3 12
Total - - 22 24 2 9 3 5 65 66
ot Cl€esifing 1 ‘ 18 1l ) 3 - 39 59

CRID. THAL 9 23~ laAs 06T 34.GE. oA (a3 606 687
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Teolo 5,.- COMMERCIALL FAILURES IN ChNaDi,

7 -

BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ESTIMATLD ASSETS AND

LILBILITISS FOR iL.RCH, 1931, AND

fOR THE FIRST QULRTER OF THE YEALR

(Prepared from the preliminary statements of affairs received from trustees)

Bstimated sstimated
s ol Grand Total Grand Total

Bankruptcies Asseds Liabilities

No. $ $

Prince Edward Island - = -
Nova Scotia 2 13,063 17,033
New Brunswick 6 7,649 22,367
Quebec 64 883,214 1,087,346
Ontario 60 904,216 1,212,791
Manitoba 9 59,992 79,715
Saskatchewan 15 161,886 190,258
Alberta 13 3564979 399916
British Columbia 9 133,392 174,712
Total for March, 1931 178 2,520,387 3,184,198
Total for February, 1931 188 3,630,614 4,789,701
Total for March, 1930 201 4,044,656 4,310,085

Table 6,- COMMERCIAL FAILURSS I CANADA, BY PROVINCES, SHOWING ESTIMATES, ASSETS AND

LIABILITIES, FIRST QUARTER OF 1931, WIT: TOTALS FOR THE SAME FERIOD OF

PREVIQUS YEARS

NG~ * i Estimated Estimated
Bankruptcics Grand Total Gran@ Tofal

Assets Liabilitiesg

No. 3 $

Prince Edward Igsland 3 - -
Nova Scotia 8 39,426 59,964
New Brunswick 23 131,529 198,547
Guebec 211 2,900,313 3,637,887
Ontario 210 3,414,802 4,697,326
Manitoba 34 1,026,046 1,298,782
Saskatchewan 55 430,798 565,412
Alberta 37 823,229 930,176
British Columbia 27 475,383 556,484
Cumulative Total for 3 months, 1931 606 9,241,526 11,944,578
Cumulative Total for 3 months, 1930 667 17,967,079 17,091,691
Cumulative Totel for 3 months, 1929 646 8,680,219 13,143,172
Cumulative Total for 3 months, 1928 549 5,754,611 7,382,987
Cumulative Total for 3 months, 1927 499 5,564,236 6,801,936
Cumulative Tstal for 3 months, 1926 464 5,019,090 6,936,058
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