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CO3R0iAL FAILURES IN CANADA INAPRILj,J, 

As compared with April, 1930, a decreao in the number of assignments under the 
Bankruptcy and Winding Up Acts, as reported to the Dominion Bureau of $tatistice, rs 
experienced in April, 1931.  The liabilities of the assignors, also showed a decres. 
Commercial failures numbered 175  in April, 1931,  as compared with 194 in the same month 
of the previous year, and 178 in March, 1931.  The liabilities of the assignors, amount-
ing to V63,081,427 as compared with $3,184,198 in arch, 1931, showed a decrease; when 
compared vriti; $5,025,102 in April, 1930, a very considerable decrease is acted. 

Commercial Failures by Areas 

Maritime Provinces.- In the month under review, there were 10 assigi:ments in 
the Maritime Provinces, as compared with 8 in March, 1931 and 11 in April, 193:. The 
liabilities were .bout 54,000. 

Commercial failures in the Province of Quebec during April, 1931, 
numbered 53, as against 64 in March, 1931,  and 81 in April, 1930. The liabilities ;or: 
approximately 989,O0O.  Of these 53 faiJ.ures, i3 vrith liabilities of about 3C0,00C or 
in the city of Montreal. 

Ontario.- In Ontario, the failures numbered 67, as against 60 in March, 1931, 
and 72 in April, 1930.  The liabilities were about 1,052,000. There were 17 fa±1u'es 
in the city of Toronto, with liabilities of about 289,000. 

Prairie Prcvincos.- In the three Frairic Provinces, failures numbered 40 
compared with 37 in Harch, 1931, and 25 in ipril, 1930. The liabilities wore apjerox-
imately $857,000. There were 7 failures in the city of Viinnipeg with liabilities of 
about 117,000. 

British Columbia.- In British Columbia, failures ne.bA 5 as co:.;pard .ith 
9 in March, 1931, and 5 in april 1930 	The liabilities were a;preximatoly &13C,000. 
There were 	'ai1ures in the city of Vancouver, with liabilities of about 120,000. 

Commercial Failures by Branches of Business 

Trade.- Trading establishments furnished the largest number of failures, 89 
failing in 4pril, 1931, as cornparod with 92in March, 1931  and 96 in April, 1930. Of 
these concerns, 13 were general stores, 8 grocery, 4 confectionery, 7 boots and shoes, 
6 dry goods, 9 clothing, 7 automobile, 3 jewelry, 3 coal and wood and 4 drugs and 
chemicals. 

Manufac±urs.- Manufacturing establishints to the number of 40 assigned in 
April, 193 1 , as against 40 in March, 1931, and 44 in April 1930. The 40 included 7 
engaged in the manufacture of vegetable foods, 6 fur and loather, 8 clothing, 4 lumber 
and its manufactured products and 2 in non-ferrous uta1s. 

Agriculture.- Agriculturists assigning in April, 1931,  numbered 5 as comoared 
with 9 in Larcn of the same year, and 10 in pri1, 1930. 

Misc1laneous. - There were 5 failures in construction, 3 in transportation maci 
public utilities and 18 in service. 
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OUIdULATIVE FOUR ILONTHS' TOTAL OF FAILUBiS NDLIABILIT:6s 

The cumulative total of comaercial failures for the first four months of 1931 
were 781, as compared with 861, 820 and 687 for the same periods of 1930, 1929  and 192'. 
The total failures in trade for the first four months of 1931  were  393, as compared wit: 
445, 390  and 293 for the same periods of the three preceding years. The defaulted lia-
bilities for the first four months of 1931 were $15,026,005  as compared with 21,401,776 
and $15,666,205 for the same periods of the three preceding years. Thus defaulted lia-
bilities showed a considerable decrease when compared with the same period of 1930 - 

Curnulativ; Re rb of. omrcia1 es in Canada, by Provinces 
Januaryto April, 19221 

P.E.I. N.S. 	NB. 	Que. 	Ont. 	Man. Sask. Alto.. 	B.T. 	Total 

Comparative 
Total8 for 
first four 
months, 
1931.............. 1 12 29 268 273 43 74 49 32 781 
1930.............. 1 30 21 391 284 29 35 44 26 831 
1929 .............. - 26 24 355 307 24 32 33 19 820 
1928.............. 3 27 17 248 248 38 23 55 28 68' 
1927.............. 1 26 26 224 221 29 24 51 27 629 
1926 .............. 4 23 23 223 214 36 21 37 14 595 
1925 	.......... 1 31 22 301 276 33 41 62 25 792 
1924 .............. - 31 26 346 339 41 66 74 31 954 
1923.............. 6 57 16 497 388 110 143 157 60 1,434 
1922.............. 5 37 64 488 335 96 104 113 57 1,299 

Commercial Flures in Canada by Branches of Business Jarua.EZ  
to April, 1924-1931 

Trans - 
Manu- Agri- Logg- 	1dm- Con- port- 	Fin- 	er- 	Not 

	

Trade fact- cul- 	ing, 	ing struc- atiL;Y, ance 	vice 	1:ss- Total 
ures 	ture 	Fish- 	tion & Pub. 	 ified 

Util.  
Comparative 
Totals for 
First four 
months 
1931........ 393 i64 35 3 2 23 15 3 92 51 781 
1930........ 445 174 42 5 3 11 12 13 83 73 861 
1929 ....... 390 206 44 2 3 27 12 3 86 47 620 
1928 ........ 293 168 40 11 11 25 15 - 93 31 687 
1927 ........ 287 140 44 6 4 2.3 13 - 82 30 629 
1926........ 279 114 52 4 3 21 14 - 75 33 595 
19 2 5........ 451  131 66 7 6 17 5 - 68 41 792 
1924 ........ 538 123 85 6 2 21 23 2 37 117 954 

Statistical Tables.- The commercial failures in each mouth frou January, 192 
are given by provinces in Table 1, while Table 2 furnishes statistics of cornrncrcial 
failures by branches of business by months from January, 1928  to April, 1931-  The detail-
ed figures of failures during April, 1931 are shown by provinces and br:.nches of busine:s 
in Table 3. The assets Lnd liabilities of those failing during April, 1931 are ho::i. by 
provinces in Table 4. 





Table 1. - C0MhCIAL IILURS INCANAA BY PROVINCLS 'D MONTHS,115.i: -Ika
ANNUAL TOTALS FOR 12,-193 

F.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Total 

t 	Total 1922 15 121 131 1569 1058 284 272 2991563,925 
Total l9~3 - 16 155 67 1,181 970 258 280 323 158 3,40 

Total 1924 - 3 69 67 907 835 100 131 150 57 2,319 
Total 1925 - 4 71 68 758 720 85 77 139 74 1,993 
Total 1926 - 4 63 74 654 655 84 68 113 56 1,773 
Tota11927- 4 66  74  658 681 97 54 135 72 1,41 

128 
January 1 13 3 58 82 11 5 20 4 197 
February 1 9 4 63 69 10 6 13 8 188 
March 1 - 5 68 54 II 7 8 10 

April - 5 5 54 43 6 5 14 6 133 
May - 4 7 51 57 7 7 8 7 14 
June - 8 4 46 48 4 8 11 4 

July - 5 3 54 44 7 9 6 11 

August 14 6 50 49 7 4 6 6 142 

Seotembr - 5 7 66 67 5 - 12 3 165 
October - 10 3 75 86 10 3 7 6 
November - 4 3 72 80 14 4 12 4 193 

December 1 13 6 105 79 11 5 9 1 230 

Total 1928 4 90 56 767 758 103 63 126 70 2,37 

January - 	 8 12 114 108 6 8 9 4 23) 
February - 	 5 4 60 75 9 11 7 6 197 
March - 2 74 69 5 8 10 6 130 
April - 	 7 6 87 55 4 5 7 3 174 
May - 	 4 7 82 73 4 4 10 4 135 
June - 	 2 4 58 55 10 7 7 5 1t8 
July - 	 3 2 76 49 3 6 7 3 149 
August - 	 4 2 48 47 11 7 11 8 133 

Septeuber - 	 3 2 66 57 5 7 6 5 151 
October - 	

C. 4 82 54 10 6 7 4 176 
November - 	 8 9 68 49 12 10 8 12 176 
December 1 	12 7 92 74 12 5 12 9 22- 

Total 1929 	1 	71 	61 	927 	762 	91 	84 	101 	69 	2,167 

January 1 13 6 120 81 9 12 11 8 21 
February - 4 6 98 62 7 8 11 7 205 

March - 5 4 92 69 8 5 12 6 201 
April - 8 3 81 72 5 10 10 5 19: 

May - 2 - 60 65 10 8 11 10 166 
June 1 3 3 67 64 7 16 S 9 17b 
July 6 4 71 50 6 15 12 5 169 
August - 4 3 59 47 10 17 13 6 159 
Septebor - 2 3 86 68 7 4 15 7 192 
October - 6 3 93 57 13 16 17 11 21 
November - 3 3 86 65 15 22 18 10 2 
December 1 5 5 98 76 16 13 14 11 239 

Total 1930 3 61 45 1,011 776 113 146 152 95 

L23 
January 1 3 12 80 87 10 22 14 11 240 
Februry 

- 3 5 71 59 15 18 10 7 
March - 2 6 64 60 9 15 13 9 173 
April - 4 6 53 67 9 19 12 5 175 
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Table 2.- COl FLCIAL FAILURES IN CANADA BY EFJNCS OF BUSISS 
AND MONThS, 1928 * 1931 

Logg- 
Manu- gri- ing, 	Mm- Con- Trans- Fir)- Ser- Not 

Trade fact- cul- Fish- ing struc- port- ance vice Class- Total 

ure ture ing, tion ation iuied 

r ____-_ 
Total 1924 - 1,317 329 204 14 	22 44 36 8 129 216 2,319 
Total 1925 - 1,026 403 15 8  14 	15 50 21 5 220 84 1,99 6  
Total 1926 - 805 390 135 27 	20 52 1 225 84 1,773 
Total 1927- 818 430 116 30 	26 63 36 - 243 79 1,841 

1928 
January 83 45 13 4 	3 8 5 - 29 7 197 
February 76 47 8 4 	3 7 4 - 25 14 188 
March 67 43 10 3 	3 7 3 - 22 6 164 
April 67 33 9 - 	 2 3 3 - 17 4 138 
May 57 42 5 3 	I 4 7 - 18 11 148 
June 54 32 6 2 	2 5 5 - 2-1 6 133 
July 54 40 7 3 	2 5 3 20 5 139 
August 64 34 4 3 	1 5 3 1 21 6 142 
September 79 36 12 2 	1 5 3 - 16 11 165 
October 88 47 12 3 	2 6 5 - 27 10 200 
November 71 55 13 4 	3 8 4 1 27 7 193 
December 124 51 9 - 	 - 7 3 20 16 230 

Total 1928 	 884 	505 108 	31 	23 	70 	45 	5 	263 	103 	2,037 

.!: 9 2_9 
January 140 71 6 - 1 10 1 1 22 17 269 
February 88 57 11 1 1 4 4 1 24 6 197 
March 79 38 16 1 1 7 4 - 21 13 idO 
April 83 40 11 - - 6 3 1 19 11 174 
May 101 33 17 - - 6 - - 12 16 135 

June 79 29 8 - - 3 1 2 14 12 148 

July 83 26 5 1 - 1 - - 19 14 149 

August 66 27 6 1 3 3 1 - 22 9 133 
September 72 25 8 - - 7 - 

- 24 15 151  
October 93 21 19 - 1 3 - 19 19 
November 93 33 8 - 3 7 3 - 16 13 176 
December 124 43 10 - 1 4 3 - 27 12 224 

Total 1929 1,101 443 125 4 ii 61 21 5 239 157 2,167 

1930 
January 135 58 6 1 2 3 1 3 25 27 261 
February 113 36 10 - - 2 2 5 21 16 20 
March 101 36 16 3 1 3 4 4 17 16 201 
April 96 44 10 1 - 3 5 1 20 14 194 
May 82 33 7 1 1 5 4 1 20 12 166 
June 84 39 6 1 2 6 4 2 22 12 1:6 
July 85 35 9 1 - 6 3 1 20 9 1c9 
August 77 30 10 1 - 5 2 3 21 10 159 
September 97 40 8 - 1 4 5 2 27 8 192 
October 107 44 10 1 1 6 6 2 29 10 216 
November 101 46 14 - 1 6 7 2 35 10 222 
December 126 47 9 2 - 6 5 3 26 15 239 

Total 1930 1,204 488 115 12 9 55 48 29 263 159 2,402 

1 931 
January 121 48 5 2 1 7 3 3 32 18 240 
February 91 36 13 1 1 7 6 - 22 11 188 
March 92 40 9 - 

- 4 3 - 20 10 178 
April 89 40 8 - - 5 3 - i8 12 17 5 
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Table .- COiRCIAL FAILJFS Ii CA:.Dh, BY PROVINGE AND 	NGCDF 
BSISS, APRIL, 1931 

- TtaiTota1 
and N.B. 	ue. Ont. Man, Sask. Alta. B.C. for 	for 
N.S. 	 1931 

TRADE 
General Stores 
Gro cery 
Confectionery 
Drink and Tobacco 
Fish and Meat 
Boots and Shoes 
Dry Goods 
Clothing 
Furniture 
Books and Stationery 
Automobile 
Hardware 
lectric Apparatus 

Jewelry 
Coal and Wood 
Drugs and Chemicals 
Miscellaneous 

Total ................ 

MANUFACTURE 
Vegetable Foods 
Drink ad Tobacco 
Animal Foods 
iur and Leather 
Pulp and Paper 
Textiles 
Clothing 
Lun r and Manufacturec 
Iron and Steel 
Non-Ferrous Metals 
Non-Metallic Minerals 
Drugs and Chemicals 
:Iiscellan eous 

Total ................ 

SERVICE 
Garages 
Other Customs & Repa1r 
Personal Service 
Professional Service 
Recreational Service 
Business Service 

- 1 2 4 2 2 2 - 13 11 
- 1 2 2 - 2 1 - 8 11 
- - 1 2 

- - 2 1 - - - - 3 6 
1 - 1 2 - 1 2 - 7 5 
1 - 3 2 - - - - 6 7 
- 1 3 4 - 1 - - 9 14 
- - - - - - 2 - 2 3 
- - - - 1 - - - 1 2 
- - 2 2 - - 2 1 7 4 

- 1 - 2 - - - - 3 4 
- - 1 2 - - - - 3 
- - 2 - - 2 - - 4 6 
1 1 4 5 1 2 1 - 15 8 

3 5 24 31 4 10 11 1 89 9 

- 	- 	2 3 1 	1 
- 	- 	1 - - 	- 
- 	- 	1 - - 	- 

- 	- 	2 4 - 	2 
- 	- 	2 2 - 	- 
- 	- 	- 1 - 	- 

- 	- 	- 1 - 	- 

- 	- 	3  

- 	- 	13 18 3 	4, 

2 
3 2 
3 8 

- 	- 1 - - - 	- - 	1 6 
- 	- - 2 - - 	- - 	2 - 
- 	1 2 1 - - 	- - 	 .4. 2 

4 
- 	- 1 - 
- 	- 1 2 
- 	1 6 8 

- 	- 8 l 
- 	- 4 5 
- 	- 1 - 
- 	- 2 1 
- 	- 1 1 

- 	1 9 7 

- 	2 40 44 

Total ................ 

OTHER 
i gricuiture 
Iviin ing 
Logging, Fishing and 

Trapping 
Construction 
Thansportation anc Public 
Utiliuc s 

Financ€ 

Total................ 

Not Classified.......... 

1 	7 7 1 2 - 	- 18 20 

- 	3 2 1 1 - 	1 8 10 

- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	1 
- 	- 	2  

= 

I - 	6 5 1 1 - 2 16 

- - 	3 6 - 2 1 - 12 14 

GRAND TOTAL.............4 	6 	53 	67 	C' 	. 	12 	5 	175 	3 



-i 

- 

 

'4 



-6- 

Ta'ole4.-COWRCILFAILUP5IN YPRQVINCES SHOWING hSSETh 
P.LJOR_AFRI 	lANDiOR THE FIRST 

FOUR MCNTHS OF THE YEAR 

(Prepared from the preliminary stLeni€ints of affairs received frail. 
trustees) 

No. of 	EstimaCoii 	Fstimated 
Bankruptcies 	GranJ Tota' 	Granc. Ttal 

Assot 	Liabilitia S 

No. 

Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 4 33,261 28 7 116 
New Brunswick 6 17,114 26,168 
Quebec 53 583,689 988,829 
Ontario 67 89 2 ,03 4  1,051,684 
danidoba 9 64,634 130,912 
Saskatche.'an 19 323,755 340,575 
Alberta 12 256,981 385, 148 
British Columbia 5 01,133 1 29,995 

Total for April, 1931 175 2,232 0 801 3,081,427 
Total for March, 1931 178 2,520,387 3,164,193 
Total for April, 1930 194 5,836,163 5,025,102 

Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1931 781 11,474,327 15, 026 , 005 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1930  861 22,011,735 21,401,776 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1929 820 10,891 1 198 15 2 666,205 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1928 687 7,929,615 9,69 1 , 853 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1927 629 7,464,298 9,09 2 ,266 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1926 595 7,365,826 9,816,537 
Cumulative Total for 4 months, 1925 792 8 ,156 ,169 11,290,242 
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