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CO1TCIAL FAILURES III CANADA INAUG.UST, 1931. 

A rliht decrease In the number of assigxAments under the Bankruptcy 
and Winding up Acts, as reported t' he Doirinion Bureau of Statistics, was 
experienced, in August, 1931  as comDarr1 wii;'i August, 1930,  while the liabilities 
of the assignors showed a very coiilerab1e decrease. Commercial failures ni.mibered 
155, as compare& with 159 in the same month ol the prv'ious year, and 152 in July, 
193 	Th3 liabilities of the assignors, amounting to $2,350,994 as compared with 
$5,51,1614 In August, 1930,  showed a large decrease. When compared. with $2,511,0141 
In July, 1931 , a slight decrease is noted. 

COWC'LAL FAILURES BY .AREAS 

Maritlire Provinces.- In the month under review, there were 9 assign-
ments in the Maritime Provinces, as compared. with 12 in July, 1931,  and  7 in Augu.st, 
1930. The liabilities :n August, 1931,  were about $68,000. 

Quebec. - Commercial failures in the Province of Q?ebec  during August, 
1931, nbered  53, as against 50 in July, 11, and 59 in August, 1930. The 
liabilities were approximately $904,OCJ.  Of these 53 failures, 24 with liabilities 
of about $297,000 took place in the citr of iflontreal. 

Ontar..o.- In OntariD, the failures numbered 60 as against 55 in July, 
1931, and 47  in August, 1930.  The liabilities were approximately $959,000.  Of 
thes4 60 faillAres, 24 with liabilities of about $301,000 took place In the city of 
Toronto. 

Prairie Provinces.- In the three Prairie Provinces, failures decreased 
from 29 in July, 1931, o 27 in August, 1931 , and may be compared with 140 in August, 
1930 . The liabilities were approximately $347,000, principally in Alberta. There 
were 2 failures in the city of Winnipeg, with liabilities of about $7,000. 

British Columbia.- In BrItish Columbia, commercial failures numbered. 
6, as compared with 	July, l93. 	6 In August, 1930.  The liabilities were 
aprod.mately $73,000. 

FAiT.J1ES BY BPANCEES OF BUSINESS 

Trade.- Trading estb1ishments furnished the largest number of 
failures, 78 assigning in August, 1931,  as ccnrpared. with 79 in July, 1931 , and 77 
in August, 1930.  Of these concerns, 11 were general stcres, 7 grocery, 5 confection-
ery, 6 fIsh and meat, 4 boots and shoes, 6 dry goods, 3 electric apparatus and 14 
coal and wood. 

Manufactures. - Manufacturing establishments to the rn.nnber of 34 
assigned in August, 1931,  as against 38 in July, 1931, and 30 in August, 1930. The 
314 incluled 14  engaged in the manufacture of vegetable foods, 2 in animal foods 
14. in fur and leather goods, 2 in textiles, 14 in non-ferrous metals, and 1 in 
non-metallic minerals. 

Agriculture.- ;riculturists assigning in August, 1:931,  numbered S 
as compared. with S in July, 1931, and 10 in August, 1931,  

Miscellaneous.- There were 14  failures in construction, 2 in trans-
portation and public utilities, and 1 in mining. 
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CUMULATIVF FVGET ::iO]TIIS' TOTAL OP PAILWLS AND LIILITiES 

The cinnulatLve total of commercial fail'res for the first eight months 
of 1931 was 1,14.6 as compared with 1,533 ;  1,14 140 and 1,249 for the same periods of 1930, 
1929 and 1928 respective:Ly. The total failures in trade in the first eight months of 
1931  were 713 as compared with 775, 718 and 522 for the same periods of 1930 , 19 29 and 
1928. in manufactures 310 failures in the elapsed period of 1931 , may be compared with 
311, 321 and 316 in the same periods of the three preceding years. The defaulted 
liabilities for the first eit months of 1931  were  $27,715,0146,  as compared with 
$3)4,)466,967, $30 ,952 , 1426  and $18586,223 for the ssrie periods of the three preceding 
years, thus showing a considerable decrease when compared with the sane period for 1930 . 

Cumulative P.ecord of Commercial 7ai1ure in Canada, by ?roviaces, 

January to August, 1922-1931. 

P.E.I. 	N.S. 	N.D. 	Que. 	Ont. 	Man. 	Sask. 	Alta. 	B.C. 	Total 

Comarat ive 
Totals for 
first eight 
months 
1931 4 30 50 )480 507 7)4 122 87 62 1,416 

2 )-l.5 31 648  510 62 91 so 56 1,533 
- 39 39 619 526 52 56 68 41 ,)4)40 

192 3 58 37 1449 14146 63 51 86 56 1 ; 2149 
192 2 147 56 408 1428 58 Q 78 514 1,166 

26 14 )4 145 14O 422 6)4 62 38 1,10 
1925 2 145 147 511 507 5]. 58 100 4l 1,362 
19214 1 47 590 568 65 95 109 4 1,5614 
1923 9 105 141 8O4 682 189 215 234 108 2,387 
1922 9 65 103 982 65)4 18 )4 166 197 108 2,1468 

Commercial Failures in Canada, by Branches of Business, 

January to August, 192 111931. 

Trans- 
Manu- iri- Log- Mm- Con- port- 	Pin- Ser- Not 

Trade fact-j cul- ing, ing struc- ation 	ance vice class- Total 
ures ture Fish- tion & Dub. ified. 

ing Ut ii. 

Comparative 
Totals for 
first eight 
nonths -- -- 
1931 713 310 66 6 14 39 26 	8 162 82 1,1416 

773 311 74 9 6 33 25 	20 166 116 l,53 
1°29 718 32r 80 14 6 i14 	5 153 98 1.4O 
1.28 522 316 62 22 17 144 33 	. 175 59 1 ,2149 
1527 510 269 62 17 12 143 25 	- 156 52 1,166 
1926 519 241 14 114 7 36 22 	- 1112 60 1,125 

736 251 11 9 ..: 3 146 149 1,362 
192 899 210 125 9 2 31 34 	8 83 163 16614 

Statistia.ab1es.- The commercial failures in each month from January,  
1928 are given by provinces in Table 1, while Table 2 furnishes statistics of commer-
cial faflures by branches of business by months from January, 1928, to August. 1931,  
The detailed figures of faiThres during August 1931,  are shown by provinces and 
branches of business Ia Tole 3. The assets and liabilIties of those failing during 
Augast 1931,  are shown by yrovinces in fable 14, 
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b1 :. - C0MiRCLtLFJLUS 1.. QANBA BY PR0VIN0E £D MONTHS, 2 928-1931 WITH 
YEJAL TOTJLS 20P 19 22.- 19 30. 

P.E.I. I. 7.3. Que. Ont. luau. Saflk. Alta, B.C. Tol 

Tot1 1922 - 15 12. 131 1,539 1,058 2814 22 299 iE j t T25 
otaj 1923 - 16 155 61 1,181 970 258 260 323 18 3)133 

Total 7.924 - 3 69 67 907 835 100 131 150 57 2,31 
Total 19 25 - 14 71 68 753 720 85 77 139 714 1995 

tal 19 26 - 14 63 714 654 655 84 68 5.13 56 1,773 
Total 1927- 4 66 74 658 681 97 54 135 T 1,314. 

1° 28 

1 13 3 58 82 11 5 20 4 197 
Peb;uary 1 9 11. 5 Q 10 6 13 8 
Larch 1 5 U 6 54 1L 7 8 10 

ori1 - 5 5 514 143 6 5 114 6 5.36 
- 14 7 53 57 7 7 8 7 1LL3 

June - S Li. 146 145 14 A 11 14 
July 5 3 54 1414 7 9 6 11 
Aufwst - 30 6 50 14.9 7 14 6 6 1142 
September - 5 7 66 67 5 - 11 3 165 

10 3 75 86 10 1 7 6 200 
ivenr - 4 3 72 80 14 4 12 4 
Lecenber 1 13 6 105 79 - II 5 9. 1 270 
Toa929 14 go 56 767 756 103 63 125 70 2,037 

j.•1   0 C- 
Cnuar1r - 8 12 114 108 5 8 9 14 
y9bruary - 5 14 30 70 9 11 7 6 197 March - 6 2 74 69 S 10 6 5.80 

ri1 - 7 6 87 55 14 5 7 7 1 P. 
- 4 7 52 70 14 4 10 185 

June - 2 Ii 55 10 7 7 5 148 
Jolly - 3 2 76 49 3 6 7 3 
August - 24 2 49 147 II 7 11 S 
$epteuber - 3 2 66 57 5 7 6 5 
0eober - 4 82 54 10 6 7 It 176 
iovembor - 6 9 68 149 12 10 6 12 

Decer.yr 1 12 7 92 714 12 5 12 - 9 22)4 
Total 1929 1 61 927 762 91 64 101 69 2' 

93 -i  
January 1 11 6 120 Si 9 12 3.1 6 261 
February - 8 98 62 7 6 11 7 205 
Marc!- . - 14 92 69 8 5 12 6 201 
Apro. - 3 81 72 5 10 10 5 

- 2 - 60 65 10 11 10 166 
June 1 5 67 614 7 15 6 9 J13-1y 4 71 50 6 1 5 12 169 
A1 st - 3 59 4 0 17 11 6 
Stiotonibor - 2 j 86 68 7 14 15 7 192 
actoter 3 93 57 13 16 17 11 216 
November - 5 3 86 65 15 22 18 10 222 
December 1 0 5 98 76 iS 13 iLi 11 Ll 
Tetal 1 930  3 51 145 1,011 775 1.3 12 95 6j02 

1 93 1  
January 1 7 12 60 87 10 22 1)4 11 

bruarr - 71 55 15 18 10 7 136 
Mch - 2 6 54 60 9 1 13 9 - 24 5 53 67 9 19 5 it 
Ji2le 

- 
2 

4 
° 

3 56 
53 25 

6 
.LO 

b 
10 

9 
9 L.  

1 7 4 50 55 11 
1 

8 10 6 '• - 9 53 60 4 11 12 6 155 





Tbie 2. - COICI.M0 TjIT 	S IN  CI.HDA BY BR1TC}S OF BUSIiS .UD MONTHS 1  
192 - 1931. 

Logg- 
Manu- ri ng Miii- Con- rans- Pin- Sor- Tot 

Trade fact- cul- Fish- hg struc- port- anee vice c1as- Total 
urc t're ing, tion ation 

Trap. 
Tctal 1924 - 1,317 3 29 2014 14 22 '414 36 8 29 216 2,319 
Total 1925 - 1,026 140 )  158 114. 15 50 21 5 220 
To;a]. 1926 - 805 90 3.35 27 20 52 34 1 225 84 1773 
T3ta 	1927 - 818 30 1J.6 30 26 63 36 - 2)43 79 

1928 
J.nu .ry 83 145 13 14 8 29 7 197 
F e'. ruary 76 147 8 14 7 14 - 1 1 8 
1.1arc 67 143 10 3 7 3 22 3 :614 
..lpril 67 3 9 - 2 3 - 17 14 
Mr 57 142 5 3 1 .1. 7 - 1E il 

54 32 6 2 2 5 5 - 21 6 133 
July 
uiust 

54 
614 

14 7 
LL 

3 2 5 3 - 20 5 3.39 
314 3 1 5 3 1 21 6 1142 

Seienber 79 6 12 2 1 5 3 - 16 1]. 165 
9ctoc 88 147 12 3 2 6 5 - 27 10 200 

71 55 13 14 3 8 4 1 27 7 
124 51 9 - - 7 3 20 i6 230 - 

ta:. )4 505 108 31 23 70 145 5 263 10 2 1 037 

19 2 9 
Jtri1rT 1140 71 6 - 1 10 1 1 22 17 269 
¶n rar 88 57 11 1 1 14 1 2 6 197 
MLrch 79 38 16 1 1 7 4 -- 21 13 180 
Ar'i1 83 140 11 - 6 3 . 	. 1 13. 1714 
Mr:r 101 33 17 - - 6 -. - 12 16 
Jure 79 29 - - 3 1 2 114 12 
July S 2( 5 3. - 1 - - 19 14 1149 

6 27 6 1 3 3 1 22 9 138 
Scotn'er 72 25 8 - 214 15 15.: 
Octobe' 93 21 19 - 1 3 1 . 19 19 176' 

vemcr 93 33 8 - 3 7 3 16 13 176 
Decemi)er 124  143 10 1 -14 3 27 L2 
Totol 19 29 1,101 U45 125 14 ii 61 21 5 239 157 2.167 

33 
January 135 5 6 1 2 3 1 3 25 27 262 

ur,r 113 36 1,0 - - 2 2 21 16 205 
ME'Ch 10]. 36 16 3 1 3 14 11 17 16 202 

rii 96 1414 10 1 - 5 1 20 114. 19)4 
May 82 33 7 1 1 14 1 

20 
12 166 

.Tunc 84 39 6 1 2 14 2 22 12 I7 jr ,al 5 5 9 1 6 3 1 20 9 iE 77 70 10 1 5 2 3 21 10 159 
97 O - 1 14 5 2 27 8 192 Octoo 107 144 10 J. 1 6 6 2 29 10 216 

November 101 143 - 1 6 7 2 35 10 222 
Deor'i'' 126 147 2 - 6 5 3 26 3.5 239 
Tota'. 	.930  1.2 S .15 !2 9 55 29 23 159 2,1402 

1 93 1  
3am' .y 11 4g 5 2 	1 7 3 	32 18 20 
Feoruar7 91 6 13 1 	1 7 6 22 1 irs 
March 92 40 9 20 iC. 178 
orL. 

Mr 
89 

1 
40 8 

9 
- 	- 
2. 

5 3 - 	3.8 12 15 
3:5 - 3 3 - 	20 11 163 

3uie 62 3; 6 - 2 14 	18 8 165 
79 '3 8 - 	2 14 1 	10 6 157 

Auis. 78 34 9 1 	- 4 2 - 	22 6 1.55 
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Tai1 3.- CO.flCIL =LURLES IN 023.DA, BY PROVINCES MD B1JTCIS OP BUSINESS, 

AUGUST, 1931 . 

P.E.I. Total Total 
and 	N.B. sue. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Tot for 
N.S. 1931  1930 

TRADE 
Gen'J. Stores - 	2 U 3 1 - 1 - 11 11 
Grccory - 	1 U 2 - - - - 7 7 
Confectionery - 	- 1 2 - 2 - 5 U 
Drink and Thbacco - 	- - . - - - - 1 2 
Pish and Meat - 	- 3 3 - - - 6 
Bo.ts and Shoes - 	- 2 2 - - - - U 
D,rGcods - 	- 3 2 1 - - - 6 9 
Clothing - 	- 2 3 - 2 - 10 7 
Pirnit -ure - 	- - 1 - - - - 1 1 
Books and Stationery - 	- - 1 - - - - 1 - 
Automobile - 	- 1 - - 1 - - 2 U 
Harthare - 	- - 1 - - - - 1 2 
Electric Apparatus - 	1 - 1 - - - 1 3 3 
ie7e1ry - 	1 1 2 - - 1 - 5 1 
Co. 	aiid. STood. - 	- 1 2 - - - ]. U 2 
Lrus and Chemicals - 	- - 1 - - - - 1 3 
Miscellaneous - 	- 3 3 - 2 - - 2 10 12 

tn.l 	....................... - 	5 25 30 2 5 7 U 75 77 

I L11TLTACUBE 

Ve-etab1e Foods 
Drjk and Tobacco 
Animal Foods 
Fur and Leather 
Pulp and Paper 
Textiles 
Clothing 
Liinber anti lAanufactures 
Iron and Steel 
Non-ferrous Metals 
Non--metallic Minerals 
Drugs and Chemicals 
Mi scella:ieous 

Totr1 	....................... 

SVI CE 
Gc.rcçe s 
ot:ior Customs and Retair 
Purson'J. Service 
Professional Service 
Rccreational Service 
Business Service 

:otal 	....................... 

OTI 
Lni culture 
!.0 :inr 
Loin, Fish ng nd Tr-ir 
C or at ruct ion 
rnsortation and. ?lic 
Ut 111 ties 

F. n nc e 

................... 
:ot (iassJied .............. 

....................... 

- 	- 	2 2 - - - - 	U 
- 	- 	- - - - - 	- - 1 

- 	- 	1 2 1 - - 	- U 5 

- 	- 	- 2. - - - - 	2 - 
- 	- 	3 2 - 1 1 -7 5 

3 

- 	- 	2 2 - - - 	- U 1 

- 	- 	3 3 - 1 - 	- 7 7 

- 	iU 16 1 2 1 	- 34 30 

2 - 
: : : 1: 6 

- 1 1 2 - 1 2 1 5 5 

- - - - - - - - - 2 
2 - 5 3 

1 1 5 6 1 3 U 1 22 21 

- 	1 3 3 	- - - 10 

- 	- 1 2 	- 1 - 	- U 5 

2 
3 

- 	1 5 7 	- 1 - 	1 15 21 
- 	1 U -i 	- - - 6 15 
1 	5 53 	o 	U 	11 	12 	6 155 	159 
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Table 4. - COCIAL JiILLRES IN CN J, B PaoviNasl SHOI3_.SL3 

JflD LLILITIES FOR MUST, 1931 , An FOR Tv XTRS2 

EI3T !ONTHS 021 TflYEX?. 
a 	 - 

(Prerared from the pre1rntnary statements of affairs receivoA 7yon rr.ec) 

F.stirn,ti 	Nsbimat3d 
T'mber of 	Crroi TQtal 	vrcrd Total 

nkruptcj.es 	.f.sc:':' - 	L.abi.ti€s 

No. 

Prince Edward. Island - - 

Nova Scotia 1 O 19,35 

New Brswi 1'525 ILE 31O 

C'uebec 53 795,832  9O,2.614 

Ontario GO 8G7 959,29 

20,505 22,230 

aewan II 59,437 Si 	6 

1'3erta 12 22950 2143, 2 56 

orLttsh 0o1i.nbia 3 65,159 72709 

Total for !u1t, 1 931  1 55 2,0141 .,7 1#5 2,5O,99LL 

Total for M7, 	1931 172 3, 093,541  2,511,00 

Total for AnguQ, 1930 1 59 5,305327 5.5 6 , 164  

Cui..1a0J Total for S ro:ns, 1931  1,06 220,0 27,71,0 

Cinu1 	Lye Total for S mo:ths, 1930  1 ,533 33.508 ,3 34,.6E ) 957 

C'nu1ative Total for I morhs, 1929 1,410 2'0213 30 ,952 , 426  

Ci.iu1ative Total for S months, 192 15,9303 

Cinulative Total for S L:oLtLs, 1927 I,I0 149799 1,765,01 

C'rnlative Total for S uonths, 1926 1,125 14.322,435 1,51.,577 

Cu.iflative Total for S nio:ths, 192 5 1,362 17.713,7.: 21,315 9 0141 

6/ 1 011 31  ?S. 
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