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BUIL)INi PERMITS REPORT ICR MARCH, 1926, WITH CCMPATATIVE STATE.!ENTS FOR ?EBUARY. 
1926, AND MARCH, 1925. 

The v1ue of the building authorized in Eo cities during Mar2L, standing at 
$10,51E,427, was 48.3 p.c. greater than the total of $7,n 4 ,70  in the preceding month, 
and 222 p.c, above the &gregate of $9,61,7 72 in March, 1925. The total for the 
mcnth under review was larger than for March of any cther year since 1920, 'rith the 
exception of 1922, when the projected building in the cities Was eotitrted to cost 
$10,55,196. At the same time, the index number of rhc1teale prices cf building 
materials was lower in March, 1926, Kan in an' other mLnth of thcce years. 

Some 50 CIties furnished detailed statements showing that they had authori3e1 the 
construction cf ncrly 1,200 dwellings Valued  at apprcximteiy $,o,cCO and of over 
1,90 other buildings estimated to ccst more than $4,300,C00. In February, ptrmits 
were issued fcr some 600 dwellings and 1,000 other buildings, valued at approximately 
$2,570,000 and $ 14,200,05, respectively. 

As compared with 'ebruary, 1926, all provinces except Cbec and Saskatchewan 
registered increases in the value of the permits issued; in thCse two provinces there 
were losses of 22.3 p.c. and 15.6 p.c., respectively. Ontario cities reported the 
1rgest 081ute gain of $2,e00,960, or 13.0 p.c., but the proportionate increases in 
New Erunswick, Manitoba and Alberta were greater. 

All provinces except M&nitcba rorde.1 higher aggrugatee of building permits 
issued than in Larch, 1925. The increases of $871,35 or 96.7 P.P. in Quebec and 
$41)427, or 10.0 p.c., in Cntario were the most pronounced absolute gains, but Net. 
Dri.riswick, Saktchevian and AlUrta registered larger percentage increases. 

Toronto and Winnipet reported greater totaic of proposed building than in either 
Fbrtjary, 1926, or March, 1925.  In Montreal, there was a decline in the former and an 
increase in the latter comparison. On the other hand, Vancouver reported building at 
a higYr estimated cost than in the preceding month, but there was a slight falling off 
as compared with t h e same month of last year. Sydney, Yredericton, St. John, Quebec, 
Wostmount, Chatharn, port '.Villlam, Gait, Guciph, Hamilton, Niagara F1ls, the To'nshipS 
of Ycrk, Well.,nd, Windcr, Sandwich, randen, Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, Calgary, Edrncntcn, 
Lethbrid.gs, Nanaimo, Point Grey, South Vancouver and Victoria reported higher building 
permits than in either Ptbruary, 1926,  or March, 1925. 

CUMULATIVE  _çop FCRFISTQUARTE,i2E 
The table following shows the value of the buiding authorized during March of 

each year since 1920, as well as during the first quarter of the same years. The 
7erage index r.umbere of wholesale prices of building materials luring the first three 

mcntYs of these years are also given. (1913 = ioo). 
V..lu3 of larmAl.issuad 	Average indexes of who1sle prices of 

Year 	1'arch 	Infiret quarter ng 
1926 $ 1C,5,1423 	22,251,44 	 1522 
1925 	s,613,72 	1 9,9,360 	 153. 
1914 	9,46s.270 	ig,000,669 	 1672 
1923 	9,E27,25C 	19,1,l59 
1922 	10 ,595, 1 9 6 	1g,6 1 3,9 	 161.1 
121 	7,265,12 	1,426,227 	 207.8 
19O 	F,71 4 , 41c 	i8,s66,1 	 2C8.1 

It will be noted that the aggregate for March, 1926, yras higher than in any cther 
year since 1920, except 1922, rhen it was 0,5 p.c. greater; the index number of 
wholesale prics of building matera1s was tLn, however, nearly 9 pcints higher. The 
total fer the first quarter of this year was the largest on record for the 60 cities, 
being 11.6 p.c. greater than in 1925, the previous high level, and 65.7 p.c. higher 
than in 1921, when building was at its lowest obb in these six years and when 
building costs had only commenced tc decline from the peak of 1920. 

The table on page 2 gives the value of the building permits issued by EQ cities 
in Yubrunry and March, 1926, and March, 1925.  The  35 cities for which rccrds are 
available since 1910 are marked thus "x" 
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