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BUILDING PERMITS XEPORT FCit MARCH, 1926, WITH CCMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR FEBRUARY,
1826, AND MARCH, 1927,

Tre wvalue of tre building authorized in 60 citics durlng March, standing at-
$10,572,4213, wus U8.3 p.c. greater than the total of $7,10W,7472 in the preceding montt,
and d’ ’ p.c, above tre ageregate of $8,613,7%2 in Marchn, 1925, Tre total for tre
menth under review mas lureer than for March of any cther year since 1920, rith tre
exception of 1G22, wken the projected building in the citics was estimated to cost
$10¢,535,196, 4t tre same time, the index number of whelesale prices ¢f tuilding
raterials was lower in March, 192€, tran in any ctrer menth ¢f thecee years,

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statements showing trat trhey had authorized the
construction ¢f nearly 1,200 dwellings valucd at appreximately $5,300,CC0 and of cover
1,900 otrer buildings estimated to cest more than $4,800,00C, In February, permits
were iseued for scme 600 dwellings and 1,000 other btuildings, valued at approximately
32,570,000 and $4,200,CCC, respectively.

As ccmpared with February, 1926, all provinces except quebec and SaskatcChewan
registered increases in trke value of tke permits issued; in thcse two previnCes there
were lgsses of 22,3 p.c, and 15.6 p,c., respectively., Ontario cities reported tre
largest absclute gain of $2,£00,960, or 13%.0 p.c., but the proporticnate increases in
New brunswick, Manitcbu and Alberta were greater,

Al)l provinces except Manitcba reeorded higher aggregates of tuilding permits
issued than in March, 1625, Tre increases of $871,735 or 56.7 p.e. in Quebec and
$ub1 U427, or 10.0 p.c., in Cntario wire tre most pronounced absolute gains, tut New
Brunswick, Satikatchewan and Alberta registered larger percentage increases,

Toronto and Winnipek reported greater totals of propesed building than in either
Febtruary, 1926, or Marchk, 1925, In Mcntreal, there was & decline in tre former and an
increase in tre latter comparison, Cn the otrer hand, Vancouver reperted tuiliing at
a4 Ligrer estimated cost tran in the preceding montl, but there was a slight falling off
a8 compared with the eame month of last yeur, Sydney, Fredericten, St. Jokn, Quetec,
Wostmount, Cratlam, ¥ort William, Galt, Guelph, Hamiltern, Niagara Falls, tre Towrnchips
of Yerk, Well,ynd, Windscr, Sandwich, Brandcn, Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmcnten,
Letrtridge, Nanaimo, Point Grey, South Vancouver and Victoria reported higrer building
permite than in either Fetruary, 1926, or March, 1525,

CUMULATIVE RECOKD FOR FIRST GUARTER, 1926
Tte table following shkows tre value of the tuilding auvthorized during March of
cacl year since 1620, as well ae during the first quarter of the same years. The
arerage index rumbere of wholesale prices of building materials Jduring the first three
mentrs of thcse years arc alse given. (1913 = 130),

"V..-lua of Farxlite issuad Average indexes of wholesale prices of

Year Yo ‘March In“fi}}t uartcr ruilding materials in first quarter

1926 $ 10,53% h“s 22,251 152.3 ,
1925 8,613, 7 19,33u 36u 153.8 {
192L 9.468,270 18.000. 663 167.3

age? 9,627,850 19,441,159 164.,9

1§22 10,595,196 18,643,948 1€1.1

15281 7,205,182 11,426,227 207.8

19:0 £,714 bic 18,866, 51 ' 208.1

It will be ncted trat the ageregate for March, 1326, was higher tran in any ¢ther
year eince 1920, except 1922, when it was 0.5 p.c, greater; the index number of
wholesule pricee of btuilding materials was then, Lowever, nearly § pcints higher. Tre
total fcr tie first qQuarter of tris year was the largest on record fer the 60 citles,
teing 11.€ p.c, greater than in 1925, tke previous high level, snd 65.7 n.c. higrer
tran in 1921, vken building »as at its lowest c¢bt in these six years und whken
buillirg costs had cnly commencecd tc decline from the pesk of 1920,

The tuble on page 2 gives the value of the builling permits issued dby €0 cities
n February anl Marck, 1926, and March, 1925. Tre 35 cities for vhich reccrds are
availatle sirce 1910 ure marked trus "x". :
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