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BUILDING PERMITS FOR JtThF,, 1927, WITH COi\AR&TIVE STATEMENTS FOR MAY, 1927, 
ADD JUNE, 1926, ADD CUITJLA.TIVE REPORT FOR FIRST HALF-YEB. 

The value of the building 0ormits issued by 63 cities during Juno 
aggregated $1,399,58; this was a ecasonal decline of 10.4 p.c. from the May total 
of $20,532,147, while in the mo:o signif. oant comparison with Juno, 1926, there was 
a falling 	of only 1.7 o.c, the value for that month hav.ng been $1,718,050. 
The aggregate for the firot hail' of 1.27, however, e:ccedod that of the first half 
of any othcr year on record for teso cities standing at 	1,373,619, it was 3.3 P.C. 
higher than in the first half of 1926, the wevious high level. As has been pointed 
out in other issues, the wholesale coEts of %ilding materials this year have averaged 
considerably less than in an: other of the last .igi'.t yecrs. 

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statements showing that they had 
issued over 1,700 permits for d'cllin,s valued at more than $7,00,000 and some 3,300 
permits for other bui1dins cstirnaod. at :2rr:'oxiriate1y :9,000,000. During May, 
authority was giTor1 for the oroct:on oY nearly 2,003 dwellinju and some 4,000 other 
buildings, valued at aoo:imate1y $9,000.000 and $10,250,000 respectively. 

Inprovcrnent over Moy, 1927, was reported in Now Brunswick and Quebec, 
where there wcre gains of 115.2 and 9 , 9 	respectively. Of the declines else- 
whcrc, that of $1,413,294 or 16,4 pc. in Oiao was most nronounced., although 
Alberta rcgistcred a gr ator poportThnate decrease of )21,141 or 31.6 p.c. 

As cornpareI ;th Juno, 192o, there wore increases in all provinces 
except Ontario ond British Colurbia, in which there wer.: re&ictions of 10.6 p.c.,.nd jap.c. 
respectively. Saskatchewan reported the greatest increase, of $751,215 or 95.1 p.c. 

Of the lacge:' cities, Loitreal recorded. an  increase in the value of 
the permits issued, as comparcl iith both the preceding month and the corresponding 
month in 1926; Toronto a'iI 7.nnipeg showed a deciiio in t1i former and an advance 
in the latter comparison, .hflc in Vancouver the reverse was the case, there being an 
increase over Moy, but a reauction as ecmoaaed with rnc, 192. Of the other centres, 
Halifax, New Glasgow, Moncten, S.rt .Tom, Shav nian Tails, Shcrbrooke, Wcstmount, 
Bellev..11e, Chatham, Kichenor, O3hawa, 	harine, S:.)1homas Sarnia, Sault Ste. 
Mario, Wood.stock, Regina, Lcthtrid. :-rtaco 7urer.; and South 'Jancouvcr roported. Im-
provement in both compari.sons 

Table 1 gives the vauo of the bAildinq perm 4J;s issued by 63 cities 
during &,y, 1927, oni Jno, 19G tue 	...... es 'er \7hCl records are available since 
1910 are marked thus 

:•Y_J lPLoTY:,Lci2019.j. 

Table ? i a r000rc. 	 i f the building permits issued by 
63 cities dozing tho f1rK sli ;oa;i; of e -ui ,ear s.nco 1923; it also shows the 
totals. for the 'ono yoors, the nroVoption tho the s: Yonzhsl aggregates bear to 
the yearly tot a)..:. nn& tar, aoru.c inci.o: j1i'OC.' cf aaciceaie :ricos of building 
materials and o' '.zaes in 4010r; 
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3.3 p.c., 23.5,p.c., 31+.1 p.c, 11.4 p.c., 1 14.2 p.c., -+5.9 p.c., and 
1 .6 p.c., as comparcd with the first six months of 1926, 1925, 1924, 1923, 1922, 

1921 and 1920, respectively. Since the average index number of wholesale prices of 
building materials is this year considerahly lower than in any other since 1920, 
the advance in the rolume of construction is greater than would be indicated by the 
percentage gain in the value of the building authorized by the co-operating citics 

Provincial Totals of Building Permits Issued 

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta reported 
higher aggregates of building permits issued than in the first six months of last 
year; in Saskatchewan, in fact, the total was greater than in any other year since 
1920. Nova Scotia registered the greatest proportionate gain 6f $714,382, or 242.7 
p.c., while the largest absolute increase of $14,667,963, or 1 14.9 p.c., was in Ontario. 
Of the remaining provinces, Quobec showed a decline of only 3.0 p.c 	in Manitoba 
and British Columbia, however, thorc were reductions of 140.7 p.c. and 10.8 p.c. 
respectively. 

During the first six months of this year, the 31 cities furnishing 
returns in Ontario reported 144.2 p.c. of the total value of the building authorized, 
as compared. with 39.8 in the some months of 1926. In Q,uoboc, the proportion declined 
from 24.9 last year to 23.3 in the elapsed months of 1927, in British Columbia from 
1o. p.c. to 14.5 p.c. and in ManitoLa ;om IC.8 to 662 p.c. There were increases 
in this proportion in the remaining provincos 

Totals of Permits Issued by Pour Loading Cities 

In Table 3 are given the aggregates of permits issued in the four 
largest cities in the first half of each year since 1920, together with the pro-
portion that their totals are of the yearly and half-yearly totals fa' the 63 cities. 
The building authorized was valued at $35,330,568 in the first six months of 1927; 
this was 12.7 p.c. lower than in the some months of last year, but it was higher 
than in any other year of the record except 1923, when the cost of building 
materials was considerably higher. 

The aggregate for Montreal was rather lower than in 1926, but was 
greater than in any other year excopt 1923. The total for Toronto, which was ex-
ceeded only in 1923 and 1922, was 9.1 p.c. above last yoa.r's aggregate. Winnipeg 
registered a smaller total of estimated building than in the first half of 1926, 
but greater than in any other of the eight years shown in Table 3, except 1920, 
while in Vancouver the 1927 aggregate was only exceeded in 1926. 

Contracts Awarded. 

According to the MacLean Building Review, the value of construction 
contracts awarded throughout the Dominion during the January-June period, 1927, 
was $191,323,800, as compared w.th $194,543,600 in 1926 and $125,5)4)4,l00 in 1925- 
Of the total contracts awarded this year, $58,688,300 was classed as residential 
building, $73,561,500 as business, $22,89,300 as industrial, and $36,1814,700 
as engineering. In 1926, the total was divided as follows:- residential, 
$56, 1415,300, business, .53,76C.503, indi 4 rial, $ 143,879,500 and engineering, 
$140, 1488,300. There wore thus increases tu:-ing the first half of 1927 as compared 
with last year in th tic classes most _1-ical. fly represented in the building per-
mite statist.cs - reider.tia1 and 'ou..r: 	iuilding. 
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Table 1 - Estimated. Cost of Building 7ork as Indicated by Building Permits issued by 
63 Cities.  

Cities Junc 1927 May 1927 Juno 1926 

$ $ 
P.E.I. - Charlottetovrn - 

- 17,000 
Tova Scotia 211,650 331,699 148)430 

Y. Halifax 197,820 138,813 141,335 
New Glasgow 3,000 1,185 2,345 
Sydney 10,830 191,701 14,750 

Now Brunswick 365,811 171,620 123,985 
Prodoricton 1/ 12,300 7,660 

• Moncton 3)45,065 139,985 99,625 
•  Saint John 20,7)46 19,335 16,700 

Quebec 14,686,572 14,264,352 14)497,9)47 
• Montroal-xMaisonncuve 3,177,250 3,043,089 2,1461,587 
• Quebec 1435,897 637,1468 1,518,660 

Shaviinigan Falls 63,550 56,985 23,785 
• Shorbrooko 252)400 37,100 88,000 
• Three Rivers 82,100 136,150 154,490 
• Uootraount 675,375 353,560 251)425 

Onterto 7,214,654 8,627,9)48 7,979,772 
Belleville 20, 1425 9,2)40 10,225 

x Brantford. 83,552 137,000 
..Chatham iii,-1.00 103,238 20,595 

x Fort William 101,750 156,800 62,710 
Gait 30,1445 42,065 7,501 

x Guolph 38,815 140,590 77,820 
x Hesnilton 234,300 456,l50 1431,500 
x Kingston 32,591 30,620 202,691 
x Kitchoner 188,704 142,385 135,092 
x London 152,985 1416,235 2148,870 

Niagara Falls 92,965 160,825 265,232 

x 
Oshawa 
Ottawa 

1,283,500 
300,820 

292,810 
)435,725 

103,225 
383,663 

Owen Sound. 15,1450 15,200 34,500 
x Petorborough 140,258 131,310 23,063 
x Port Arthur 82,185 675,805 1488,355 
x Stratford 13,210 21,1)40 78,669 

St.Catharincs 153,1483 119,20)4 97)4)46 
x St. Thomas 15,140)4 14,838 13,240 

Sarnia 79,047 72,621 61,530 
Sault Ste. Mario 38,300 32, 143 )4 214,775 

x Toronto 2,6914,797 3,210,693 2,1407,5149 
York & East York Townships 1488,500 689,510 758,570 

Weiland. 30,885 23,600 107,895 
x Windsor 383,525 353,005 1,187,661 

Ford. 108,075 211,336 217,750 
Riverside 166,025 3)47, 1400 68,250 
Sandwich 135,6140 102,000 253,825 
Waikervillo 61,000 189,000 176,000 

Woodstock 36,618 5,169 17,100 
Manitoba 1,1405610 1,628,672 1,125,695 

• Brandon 114,130 114,832 7,750 
St.Bonifaco 70,1430 2 46,790 148,595 

• Winnipeg 1,320,950 1,367,050 1,069,350 
Saskatchewan 1,539,725 1,758,0 147 788,510 

•  Moose Jaw 1)4)4,925 31)4,127 18,735 •  Regina 691,935 639,390 3814,570 • Saskatoon 702,865 804,530 385,205 
Alberta 912,8141 1,333,982 802,1415 •  Calgary 366,801 1430,982 629,330 

• Edmonton 511,585 885,070 153,3140 
Lothbridge 32,755 17,255 17,295 
Medicine Hat 1,700 675 2,1450 

British Columbia 2,1415,827 3,3314,296 
Kamloops 

2,06~:0
738  70,170 1,620 

Nanaimo ,150 8,100 6,556 
x Now Vestministcr 66,lbo 1314,250 100,393 

Prince Ruport 22,595 5,825 12,600 
x Vancouver 1,333,040 992,990 g,179,525 

Point Grey 
North Vancouver 

430,210 
4,925 

592,300 
49,l0 

708,000 
179, 055 

South Vancouver 121,800 99,1400 107,1400 
Victoria 514,1485 )4b3582 39,1147 

Total, 	63 Cities 18,399,858 20,532,147 18,718,050 
x " 35 Cities - 114,920,736 17,075,5014 15,1456,716 
it Report not received. 
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Table 2.- Provincial Totals cf Bilding Permits Issued by 63 Cities During First Half-year, 1920-1927. 	

AM9 

No. of 
Province 	Cities 	1927 	1926 	1925 	1924 	 1923 	1922 	1921 	1920 

Prince Edward Island 1 - 17,000 
Q 

11,000 16,700 27,500 49,500  127,200 34,500 
Nova Scotia 3 1,008,779 294,397 851,958 603,754 332,844 1,223,584 1,734,457 2,338,612 
New Brunswick 3 784,821 551,353 755,090 304,289 446,66C 1,107,458 534,855 1,123,270 
quebec 6 18 ,995, 22 9 19,575,823 1(,647, 887 16,523,301 19,598,131 12,503,048 10,870,750 13,318, 2 80 
Ontario 31 36,002,910 31,334 ,94 7 31,808,126 29,028,415 42,761,546 41,858,395 29,105,123 2 9,355,724 
Manitoba 3 5,037,890 8,491,110 3,140,730 2,201,396 2,331,030 4,439,403 3,696,283 5,740,273 
Saskatchewan 3 4,485,147 2 0 884,162 1 ,50 6,755 1,863,334  1,470594 2 ,4371585 1,874,257 2,219,660 
Alberta 4 3,297,70 2,429,373 1,508,554 2,522,201 1,279,915 2,213,495 2,427,465 3,791,546 
British Columbia 9 11,761,074 13,182,254 9,669,617 7,610,764 4,799,270 5,449,2o6 5,401,294 3,832,84 

Canada 	(63 Cities) 6 months 
Canada 	" 

	 It 	12 monthe 

Proportion of permits issued in 
first 6 months to total for 
year 

i/ Average weighted index 
numbers of ho1esa1e prices of 
building materials, 6 months 

21 Average index numbers of 
wages in building trades 
(for year) 

81 ,373, 61 9 	78,760,419 	65,899,717 	60,674,154 	73,047,496 	71,281,674 	55,771,684 	61 ,754 ,71 0  
- 	156,386,607 	125,029,367  126,583,148 	1 33,5 21 ,621 	148,215,407 	116,794,414  117,019,622 

- 	 50.4 52.7 47.9 54.7 48.1 47.8 52,8 

147.3 	150.6 154.1 165.2 166.1 161.1 197.1 215.5 

- 	172.1 	170.4 	169.7 	166.4 	162.5 	170.5 	180.9 

1/ Compiled by Dominion Beau of Statistics, Average, 1913 = 100. 

2/ Compiled by Deçartmrnt of Labour, Average, 1913 = 100. 





1920 

8,263,498 

12,92 2,551 

5,435,450 

1 ,485 ,o68 

28,106,567 

51,744,488 

% 

It 

Table 3.- Building Permits Issued by Four Largest Cities in 1?irst Hale-Year, 1920-1927. 

City 1927 1926 1925 1924 1923 1922 1921 

icntrea1 
I 

11,689,05 2  
I 

12,682,239 11,440,158 11,248,115 15,469,327 9,142,774 7,330,178 

Tcronto 13,038,265 11,94,913 12,998,633 11,007,603  18,016,657 17,893,725 11,688,813 

Jinnig 4,579,300 8,069,60C 2,412,940 1,770,000 2,104,500 4,049,70C 3,084,050 

Vancouver 6,023,951 7,756,825 4,899,543 4,137,261 2,230,159 2,013,431 1,660,3d2 

Tota1,- largest 
cities - 

ix months 	35,330,568 	40,454,577 	31,790,174 	28,162,979 	37,820,843 	33,099, 6 30 	23,763, 42 3 
Total,4 lar:est cities - 

twelve months 	- 	83,613,495 	63,438,784 	64,348,121 	68,496,764 	71,907,956 	53,795, 051 

Proportion of permits 
issued by 4 largest 
cities in first 6 

	

months to total for year- - 	48.4 	50.1 P.C. 	43.8 P.C. 	55.2 p.c. 	46.0 P.C. 	44.2 P.C. 5.3 P.C. 

Proportion of permits 
issued by 4 largest  cities 
in 6 months tc 6 months' 
total for 63 cities - 	43.4 P.C. 	51.4 p.c. 	48.2 P.C. 	46.4 P.C. 	51.8 p.c. 	46.4 P.C. 	42.6 P.C. 	45.5 P.C. 
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