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BUILDING FERMITS FOR JUNE, 1927, WITH COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR MAY, 1927,
AND JUNE, 1926, AND CUWULATIVE REPORT FOR FIRST HALF~YEAR,

The valuc of the building sermits issuved by 63 cities during June
aggregated $18,399,858; tuis was 2 scasonal decline of 10.4 p.c. from the May total
of $20,532,1M7, while in the more signifl.cant comparison with June, 1926, there was
a falling =7 of oniy 1.7 Dsc., the value for that monitia having been $18,718,050.
The aggregate for the first haif ol 1927, however, eiceeded that of the first half
of any other year on record for thesc cities: svanding at $81,373,619, it was 3.3 p.cC.
higher than in the first half of 1926, the mrevious high level. As has been pointed
out in other issues, the wholesale coste of huilding materizls this year have averaged
considerably less than in any other of the last 2ight yeers.

Sawe 5C cities furnished detailed statements showing that they had
issucd over 1,700 permits for dwellings valued at more than $7,800,000 and some 3,300
permits for otaer buildings estimated at approximasely $3,000,000. During May,
authority was giwea for the cression of nearly 2,000 dwellings and some 4,000 other
buildings, valued at copnrozimately $9,000.000 znd $10,L)O,OOO respectively.

Improvement over May, 1627, was reported in New Brunswick and Quebee,
where there were gains of 113.2 and 9.9 dec., resprectively. Of the declines elsc—~
where, that of $1,413,294 or 15,4 p.c. in Oa*tzario was inost pronounced, although
Alberta registered a gr aicr proportionate decrcase of $121,141 or 31.6 p.c.

As comparcd with June, 1920, therc were increascs in all provinces
except Ontario and British Cclurb:a, in which there were reductions of 10.6 pecesnd Tdp.ce
respectively. Saskatchewan reported the grea®est increasc,' of $751,215 or 95.1 p.c.

Of the laprger cities, Moatreal rccerded an increasc in the value of
the permits issued, as compared witi both the preceding month and the corresponding
month in 1926; Toronto aad Fipnipeg showed a deciine in the former and an advance
in the latter comparison, “hile in Vencouver the reverse was the case, there being an
incroase over May, but a rcuuction as compawed witl Jvne, 1925. Of thc other centres,
Halifax, New Glasgow, Moncton, Saint Joan, Shawinigan Falle, Sherbrooke, Westmount,
Relilevil e Chathiam,  Kitchsner , Oshews, Si.Caiharines, St.Phomas Sarnia, Sault Ste.
Mampie, WoodStack, Eegina, Lethtridgs, Friuce RBuperi and Souih Vancouver reported Y-
provement in beth comparisons.
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The 1927 sggregate for the fivssd half year was $%1,373,619; this was
an incroaso of 3.3 pec., 235.5,p.c., 38:1 pics, 11.Y p.cs, 4.2 poc., 95.9 pec., and
31.8 p.c., as comparcd with the first six months of 1926, 1925, 1924, 1923, 1922,
1921 and 1920, respectively. Since the average index number of wholesalc prices of
building materials 1is this year considerably lower then in any other since 1920,
the advance in the.rolume of construction is greater than would bc indicatcd by the
percentage gain in the valuc of the building authorized by thc co-operating citiesi

Provincial Totals of Building Permits Issued

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, Saskatchcwan and Alberta roported
higher aggregatces of building permits issued then in thc first six months of last
year: in Saskatchewan, in fact, thc total was greater than in any other year since
1920, Nova Scotia registcrcd the greatest proportionatc gain ef $714,382, or 2u2.7
P.c., Whilc the largest absolutc increase of $4,667,963, or 14.9 p.c., was in Ontario.
0f the remaining provincses, Quebec showed a decline of only 3.0 p.cy in Manitoba
and British Columbia, however, therc werc rcductions of LO.7 pe.c. and 10.8 p.c.
respectively.

Durirg the first six months of this year, tho 31 citics furnishing
rcturns in Ontario rcportcd LL.2 p.c. of the total value of the building authorized,
as comparcd with 39.8 in the samc months of 1926. In Qucbec, the proportion declined
from 24.9 last year to 23.3 in the clapscd months of 1927, in British Columbia from
10+7 Ppece to 14,5 p.c. and in Menitota from 10.8 to 6.2 p.c. There were increases
in this proportion in the remoining provinces.

Totals of Permits Issucd by Four Leading Citics

In Tablc 3 arc given the aggregates of permits issucd in the four
largest cities in the first half of each year sincc 1920, togcther with the pro=
portion that their totals arc of the yearly and half~ycarly totals fo the 63 citics.
The building authorized was valued at $35,330,568 in the first six months of 1927;
this was 12.7 p«ce lower than in thc samc months of last ycar, but it was higher
than in any other ycar of the record except 1923, when the cost of building
matcrials was considerably higher.

The aggregatc for Montrcal was rather lower than in 1926, but was
greater thon in any other year excapt 1923. The total for Toronto, which was ex~
cceded only in 1923 ond 1922, was 9.1 p.c. above last year's aggrcgate. Winnipeg
registercd a smaller total of cstimated building than in the first half of 1926,
but greatcr than in any other of the eight years shown in Table 3, except 1920,
whilc in Vancouver the 1927 aggrogatc was only exceeded in 1926.

Contracts Awarded.

According to the MacLean Building Review, the value of construction
contracts awarded throughout the Dominion during the January-June pceriod, 1927,
was $191,323,800, as compared with $194,543,600 in 1926 and $125,544,100 in 1925.
Of the total contracts awarded this ycar, $58,688,300 was classcd as residential
building, $73,561,500 as busincss, $22,889,300 as industrial, and $36,184,700
as cngineering. In 1926, thc totnl was divided as follows:= rcsidential,
$56,415,300, busincss, $53,76C.500, indveirial, $43,879,500 and cngineering,
$40,488,300, There werc thus increascs during the first holf of 1927 as comparcd
with last year in the iwe closses mosi heavily represented in the building per-
mits statistics - residertial and dusincse vuilding,
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Table 1 - Estimated Cost of Building Work as Indicatcd by Building Pecrmits issucd by
63, JOaE e,
Citics Junc 1927 Moy 1927 Junc 1926
$ $ $
' F.E.I. = Charlottetowm = = 17,000
Nova Scotia 211,650 331,699 48,430
x Halifax 197,820 138,813 41,335
New Glasgow 3,000 1,185 2,345
x Sydney 10,830 191,701 4,750
New Brunswick 365,811 171,620 123,985
Fredericton 1/ 12,300 7,660
x Moncton 345,065 139,985 §9,625
x Saint John 20,746 19,335 16,700
Quebec 4,686,572 4,264,352 4,497,947
x Montreal-xMaisonncuve 3,177,250 3,043,089 2,461,587
x Qucbec 435,897 637,468 1,518,660
Showinigan Falls 63,550 56,985 23,785
x Sherbrooke 252,400 37,100 88,000
x Threc Rivers 82,100 136,150 154,490
x Westnount 675,375 353,560 251,425
Ontar io T 21u,65u 8,627, 9&8 7,979,772
Belleville 20,425 9,240 10,225
x Brantford 83,552 137,000 14,470
Chathem 111,400 103,238 20,595
x Fort Williem 101,750 156,800 62,710
Galt 30,445 42,065 7,501
x Guelph 38,815 40,590 77,820
x Hamilton 234,300 ‘456,150 431,500
x Kingston 32,591 30,620 202,691
x Kitchener 188,704 142,385 135,092
x London 152,985 416,235 2Lg, 870
Niagara Falls 92, 965 160,825 265,232
Oshawa 1,28 292,810 103,22
x Ottawa 8 2 u§5,725 38% 66?
Owen Sound 1),450 15,200 34,500
x Peterborough 40,258 131,310 23,063
x Port Arthur 82,185 675, 805 Lgg, 355
x Stratford 13,210 21,140 78,6693
x St.Catharines 153, us; 119, 20k 97,446
x St. Thomas 15,404 4,838 13,240
Sarnia 79,047 72,621 61,530
Soult Ste. Maric 38,300 32,434 24,775
x Toronto 2,694,797 3,210,693 2,407,543
York & East York Townships 488,500 689,510 758,570
Wclland 30,885 23,600 107,895
x Windsor 383,525 353,005 1,187,661
Ford 108,075 211,336 217,750
Riverside 166,025 347,400 68,250
Sandwich 135,640 102,000 253,825
Walkervillo 61,000 189,000 176,000
Woodstock 36, 1618 5,169 17,100
Monitoba Iy uoz,)lo ot 628 672 1,125, 1695
x Brandon 130 14,832 1,199
St.Bonifaco 70,1430 246,790 4g,595
x Winnipeg 1,320,950 1,3600 ogo 1 069 350
Saskatchewan Iy 5 9 125 i 758 0 780,510
x Moeso Jaw 4,925 314,127 . 28, 775
x Regina 691 935 639,390 384,570
x Saskatoon 70c,865 80 ,530 385,205
Alberta 9l2,841 1,333,982 802,415
x Calgary 366,801 30,982 629, 330
x Edmonton 511 ? g 88? ,070° 1?3 , 340
Lethbridge 255
MﬁdécinobHat o 1 SOO . ﬁ,MSg
Britis olumbia 03, 2l 2 ! Je
Kaml oops % gg 8 178 ] 331,620
Nanaimo 8. , 100 6,556
z New Westministocr 66, 1 134, 250 100,333
Prince Rupert 2P, 528 5,8 12,600
x Vancouver 1,333,0 994, 99 N,
Point Grey 0,210 52 08,000
North Vancouver 4,925 g 79,055
_ South Vencouver 121,800 29 uuo 107,400
x_Victoria 54,485 4b3, h82 _39,1u7
Totol, b3 Cities 18,399,858 20,532,147 18,718,050
x ¥ 35 Citics 14.920.7%8 17,075,504 15 456,716

1/ Report not reccived.






Table 2.~ Provincial Totals c¢f Building Permits Issued by 63 Cities During First Half-year, 1920-1927.

No. of

Province Cities 1927 1926 1925 1924 1923 1922 1921 1920

) ) @ 9 @ v 9 @
Prince Edward Island : = 17,000 11,000 16,70C 27,500 49,500 127,200 34,500
Nova Scotia 3 1,008,779 294,397 851,958 €03,754 332,844 1,223,584 1,734,457 2,338,612
New Brunswick 3 784,821 551,353 755,090 304,289 446,66€ 1,107,458 534,855 1,123,270
Juebec ¢ 18,995,229 19,575,823 1€ ,647,887 16,523,301 19,598,184 12,503,048 10,870,750 13,318,280
Ontario 31 36,002,910 31,334,947 31,808,126 29,028,415 42,761,546 41,858,395 29,105,123 29,355,724
Manitoba 3 5,037,890 8,491,110 3,140,730 2,201,396 2,331,030 4,439,403 3,696,283 5 P, 273
Saskatchewan 3 4,485,147 2,884,162 1,506,755 1,863,334 1,470,594 2,437,585 1,874,257 2,219,660
Alberta 4 3,287,165 2,429,373 1,508,554 2,522,201 1,279 508 2,213,495 2,427,465 3,791,546
British Columb ia 9 11,761,074 13,182,25% 9,669,617 7,610,764 4,799,270 5,449,206 5,401,29 3,832,845
Canada (63 Cities) 6 months 81,373,619 78,760,419 65,899,717 60,674,15 73,047,496 71,281,674 55,771,684 61,754,710
Canada " " 12 months - 156,386,607 125,029,367 126,583,148 133,521 620 “A4E.818 0T 116,79% ,414 OATNOLS. 88

Proportion of permits issued in
first 6 months to total for |
year - L .4 2T 47.9 54.7 48.1 §7.0 52,8

l/ Average weighted index
numbers of wholesale prices of
building materials, 6 months 147.3 15 .6 1540l 165.2 166.1 161.1 197.1 2GR 5

A Average index numbers of

wages in building trades
(for year) - VN 170.4 169.7 16€.4 162,5 170.5 180.9

1/ Compiled by Dominicn Bureau of Statistics, Average, 1913 = 100.

2/ Compiled by Department of Labour, Average, 1913 = 100.






Table 3.- Building Permits Issued by Four Largest Cities

———— e — -

in First Half-Year, 1920-1927.

 Emen e e ——— - fa— o e .

City 1927 1926 hg25 1924 1923 1922 T921 1920
2 v v v ¥ v » ¥
blontreal 11,689,052 12,682,239 11,440,158 11,248,115 15,469,327 9,142,774 7,330,178 8,263,498
Teronto 13,038,265 11, 945450 12,998,633 11,007,603 18,016,657 17,893,725 11,688,813 124922 5%
Winnipeg 4,579,300 8,069,€00 2 2,940 1,770,000 2,104,500 4,049, 70C 3,084,050 5,435,450
Vancc uver 6,023,951 7, 756 058 4,899,543 4,137,261 2l (I 1 2,013,431 1,660,382 1,485,066
Total,+ largest :
cities - -~
six months 35,330,568 40,454,577 31,790,174 28,162,979 37,820,843 33,099,630 23,763,423 28,106,567 :
Total,4 larzest cities - :
twelve months - 83,613,495 63,438,764 64,348,121 68,496,764  71,907,95€ LN, [l o)l 51,744,488
Proportion of permits
issued by 4 largest
cities in first 6
menths tc total for year- = 48 .4 PRl p.Cs 43,8 pees % 2 "PW 4 .0 et 4 D FNcs b4 o3 op el
Proportion of permits
issued by 4 largest cities
in ¢ months tc € menths'
total for 63 cities - 9 .0 §3.4 i 482 pec. 4k .4 P G 51.8 p.c. 4€ .4 paCe W 6 p.t. 45.5 p.ce
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