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BUILDING P!RIYIITS REPORT FOR 13CEMBER 8  1931, WITH CO1ARATIVE PTATEMENTS FOR I)Y!M&EB,1931, 

The building permits issued by 61 cities in December, 1931, represented con- 
stru.ction work valued at $7,397,98 11, as compared. with $7,992,815 in November, 1931, and 
$15, 1440,2 81 in December, 1930. There was, therefore, a decreaseof $5914,831 or Sight 
p.c. 4 r December as compared with the preceding month, and of $8,0142,297 or 52.1 p.c. in 
comparison with the high total for the same month in 1930-  In this record, which gods 
back to 1920, the December,1931,figure was exceeded by the totaL for December of the 
years,1926.-1930, but was larger than the aggregate for December in the preceding six 
years 1  while the wholesale costs of building materials, as measured by the Bureuu's 
index 	ber, was lower than in any other year since 1920. 

Detailed statements were received from some  50 cities, showing that they had 
issud almost 1400 permits for dwellings valued at some $1,900,000 and over 1,000 permits 
for ther buildings at an estimated coat of about $5,000,000. During November, the con-
stru4tion of some 800 dwellings and 1,800 other buildings was authorized; these were 
estimnted. tost approximately $14,000,000 and $3,000,000, respectively. 

As compared with the preceding month, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba 
registered increases in the value of the authorized building; the gains of $3112,857  or 
11.2 p.c. in Ontario, and $2 146,265 or 112.1 p.c. in Manitoba were most pronounced. De-
clines were indicated in the remaining provinces, that of $898,462 or 97.0  p.c. in 
Saskathewan being greatest. 

~Value
1 provinces except New Brunswick recorded decreases as compared with December, 

1930, i 	of the building authorised. In this comparison also, Quebec reported the 
most marked loss of $14,158,200  or 57,14 p.c. 

Montreal and Toronto showed increases in the value of the building permits Issued 
as compared with November, but decreases in comparison with 1)ecember, 1930-  In Winnipeg, 
there was a loss in the former and a gain in the latter comparison, while Vancouver re-
ported declines as compared with both November, 1931, and December, 1930- Moncton, Saint 
John, Galt, Hamilton, Stratford, Welland, Brand.on and Nanaimo recorded advances in both 
comparisons. 

JMULATIVEB!D 
The following table shows the value of the building authorized by 61 cities 

during December and in the years since 1920; the 1931 figures are unrevised, while for 
preceding years the statistics are revised. (A revised statement for 1931 will be 
issued next month). Index numbers, based upon the total value of the building authorized 
by tse cities during 1920 as 100, are given below, as are the average index numbers 
of w*1eea1e prices of building materials in the years, 1920-1931. (Average 1926=100). 

Indexes of 	Average indexes 

	

Value of 	Value of 	value of permits 	of wholesale prices 
Permits issued 	permits issued 	issued in 	of building materials, 

	

in December 	in 	twelve months 	twelve months, 
twelve months 	().920 100). 	(192 6100). 

iT7iTs1i------- 	 W.i - 	 92.b 

	

 15,14140,281 	166,379,325 	1142.2 	90.9 
1929 	114,688,682 	2314,91414,5149 	200.8 	99.0 
1928 	16,095,160 	219, 105,71 5 	187. 2 	98.1 

1927 	11,755,566 	1814,613,7142 	157.8 	 96.7 
l9 	11,508,818 	156,386,607 	133.6 	 100.0 
1925 	7,353,777 	125, 029,3 67 	106.8 	103.8 
19214 	6,1463,319 	126,583,1 148 	108.2 	106.7 
1923 	6,9714,256 	l33,52l,l 	1114.1 	111.7 
1922 	9,517, 1402 	1148,21,1407 	126.7 	108.6 
1921 	5,537,330 	11 6,79 14 , 14114 	99.8 	122.7 

.J92P 	JJ514 	 __  
The unrevised statistics for 1931 indicate that last year's aggregate was the 

smallet since 1920; it should. h&so be noted, however, that the Bu.reauts Index number of 
wholesale prices of building materials was also considerably lower than in any other 
year since 1920. 

The accompanying table gives the value of the building permits issued by 61 cities 
in November and December, 1931,  and December, 1930. The 35 centres for which records 
are available since 1910 are marked thus "X". 





as Ir totedby Build In 	Pexjts as Issued by 6]. Cities. 
t. 	I e s flecember,1931 Novber,1931 	December, 	1930 

------ ----- -------------- ----- t -------------- --.-- --------$---- -----  
ar-ttetown - - Nil 

70,355 151,860 227,202 
: 	TI:.'ia 70,305 1149,285 217,762 

o 	

gow 
50 365 

Nil 2,210 
::•j 7,315 5,015 

N00 
35 

Nil 625 Nil 
350 Nfl 200 

X 	ai:t John 6,955 14,390 5,235 
- 3,086,810 3,0714,1450 7,2145010 

X 	.; 	ai- X Maisonneuve 2,982,690 2,622,850 6,675,3514 
N 	feL 83,195 386,800 501 ? 836 

e:"itntgan Falls 500 925 Nil 
X 	brocke 9,300 28,000 514,000 
N Three Rivers 9,000 33,775 8,820 
N 	'mount 2,125 2,100 5,000 

0ritao 3,1401,000 3,058,1143 14,197,903 
Bellev1.1le NIl 11,250 133,920 

X Brantford 55,958  36,037 1427,115 
6,1450 14,400 1 53,29 14  

X Fort William 10,200 70,200 11,200 
Cait 26,862 3,830 9,075 

N G'.ielph 10,116 114,1430 7,162 
X Hainilion 557, 250 14314,900 190,300 
X Kiiston 19,277 22,14814 9,900 
Y 	itchener 22,39 14  22, 14141 114,723 

Loridon 50,225 107,190 30,060 
Nia8ara Falls 15,521 8,1455 39,330 

900 5,685 20,1475 
X C 	;awa 96,810 193,330 128,570 

Owen Sound 14,500 Nil 20,200 
N Pcerboroh 200 33,5140 10,370 
X Port Arthur 2,970 11,631 12,622 
X IS 'tford 7,7145 3,825 5,663 
X 	Catharines 22,527 52,575 214,125 
X 	Tmas Nil 600 8,565 

114,522 20,565 17,200 
Sanit Sta. Marie 9,825 214,589 2,075 

X Toronto 2,2114,509 1,313,172 2,53 8 ,096 
York & !ast York Townships 1614,685 550,193 300,582 

W11and 6 1 150 2,1470 5,300 
X Windsor 66 0 625 83,129 149,250 

East Windsor 3,556 3,000 14,250 
Rtverstde - Nil 600 
Sandwich Nt]. 580 1,200 
Walkerville Nt]. 8,000 21,000 

Woodstock 11,221 15,6142 1,681 
ManItoba 1465,970 219,705 661,950 

X Prandon 225,870 14,700 1,800 
t. BotfaO 163,600 8,905 609,000 

X Winnipeg 76,500 206,100 51,150 
Sskatchwan 27,978 926,14140 225,995 
N vioose Jaw 150 12,775 300 
N 	e°üa 25,728 214,5140 192,220 
X 	ton 2,10 889,025 33,1475 

67,308  157,299 155,781 
N 	"ary 57,700 100,691 62.904 
x 	non 14,890 143,525 27,765 

3 3,718 11,858 114,712 
ed1ine Hat 1 1 000 1,225 50.1400 

r1i 	JolmbIa 271,2148 399,903 2,721,005 
hamloo 2,020 3,135 11,800 

anaImo 214,125 3,100 15,960 
Tee" Westminster 11,250 19,900  16,525 

'inie hupert 1,235 7,695 2,700 
X 	Vancouver 215,900 335,7140 2,593.150 

North Vancouver 2,800 1,131 16,933 
x V&corja 1 _?9,202 3,937 

Total - 61 Cities 7,397,9814 7,992,815 l5,IJ4O,281 
LoL -5CItiea -6,9314, 7142 -7,295,132 13,988,514 
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