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BUILDING PERMITS FOR MARCH, 1531, .7 COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR FERRUARY, 1931/
AND FARCH, 1930, AND CUMUTATIVE FISURSS FOR FIRST QUARTER, 19go-1931.‘“-\kj

According td returns tabulateld by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the value
of the building permits issued by 61 cities during idarch was $9,906,567; this was an
increase of $3,976.980 or 67.1 p.c., over the Pebruary total of $5,929,587, but a
decrease of $3,450,220 or 25.8 p.c.. 2s ccmpared with the aggregate of $13,356,787
reported for the same month in 1970. 2uilding costs, &s shown by the Bureau's index
number of wholsale prices of building wmaterials, showed a decided decrease as compared
with the same period in 1930 and earlier years on record,

Some 50 cities furnished deta:iled statisqicsé showing that they had granted
over 800 permits for dwellings valued at about $2,500,000 and some 1,600 permits for
other buildings estimated to cost approximately $5,600,000, In February, authority was
given for the erection of some 600 dwellings and nearly 1,100 other buildings, estimated
at apvroximately $2,200,000 and $3.500,000, respectivelys

All provinces except lianitoba and British Columbia reported increases in the
building authorized during larch as compared with the preceding month, The greatest
gains were those of $2,164,467 in Quebec and $1,063,895 in Alberta.

As campared with March, 1930. Quebec and ianitoba recorded advances of 28.1
s aad.S%6 Bex; respectively., There were decreases in the other pravinces, the
greatest deciine, of $2,125,870, or 40.6 p.c., taking place in Ontarie,

Jf the larger cities, ifontreal registered a gain as compared with the pre-
ceding montk ard alsn as compared with liarch of last year. Toronto showed an increase
in the first, but a2 decline in the second comparison; in Winnipeg, there was a decrease
as compared with Fobruary, 1931, but an increase over March, 1330, while Vancouver
recorded reductions in both comporisons.

Cf the smeller centres, New Glusgow, Fredericton, Sherbrooke, Galt, London,
Cshawa, Ottawa, Owen Sound, St. Catharines, Sault Ste. Marie, Welland, Saskatoon,
Lethbridge, iiedicine Hat, Kamloops and New Westminster reported higher totals than in
el ther February, 1931, or March, 1930,

CULULATIVE RECORD FOR FIRST QUARTER, 1931,

The following table gives tlie value of the building authorized by 61 cities
during March, and in the first quarter of each year since 1320, as well as index numbers
for the latter, based upon the total for 1920 as 100. The average index numbers of
wholesale prices of building materials in the first quarter of the same years are also
given (1926=100).

Value of Vaiue of Indexes of Average indexes of

Year Permits Permics velue of permits wholesale prices of
Issued in Issued in issued in building materials
March First Quarter First Quarter in First Quarter

(1920=100) (1926=100)

1931 $ 9,906,567 $ 23.3“5,829 122-5 82.8

1330 13,356,787 29, 493,262 156.0 96.6

1929 2L, 058.018 42,950,228 226.8 100,1

1328 15,128,413 33,163,338 175.4 96,6

1927 11,713,640 25,025,352 1324 97.0

1925 1o,§ ,ggl 221421, 7 119.0 102,0

192 g8.0%1, g 19,981,015 1087 102.3

192 9,493,62 18,047,999 95.4 112,

1823 9.658,950 19,478,119 103, 0 110,6

1522 10,615,531 18,580,173 98.3 108,0

1921 7:290,2 9 13,509, 51 71.8 135.

1920 8,736,675 18.309.986 100, 0 139,

The aggregate value of building permits issued in the first quarter of 1931
was less than in the same peried of the years, 1927-1930, but was higher than in the
months January=-liarch in any preceding ycar since 1920, while wholesale prices of tumild-
ing materials were considerably lower then in the same quarter in any of the last eleven
years,

The table orn page 2 gives the value of the duilding permits issued by 61 cities
in February and ¥arch, 1931, and larch, 1930. The 35 cities for which records are
available since 1910 are indicated *hus "x",
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Z:ztimated Cost of Building Work as Indicated by Permits Issued by €1 Cities.

N ¢ 7 e March, 1931 February, 1931 March, 1930
e $ $ $
prince Zivard island - Charlottetown 1/ Wil Nil
Yova Scotiza 228, (35 113,350 349,527
x Ealifax 220, g5 113,150 347,102
New Glasgow .14 700 200 1,035
x Sydney v, | £50 i 1,380
Now Brunswick 29,730 28,525 227,365
Fredericton g, 600 Nil 6,000
X Uoncton 2,800 1,400 ZZ 215
x Saint John 18, 330 27,1285 144,150
Juebec 3.372.532 1,208,455 2 633 361
x Montreal - x liaisonneuve 2,973,948 1,078,860 1,666,770
x Juebec 241,924 46, 457 332,&&1
Shawinigan Falls 1/ 4, 000 234,900
x Sherbrooke 24,00C g 16,800
x Three Rivers 15,800 24,350 112,050
x Westmount 117,250 49, 638 270,400
Ontario 3,113,805 1,745 3 5 5,240,675
Belleville , 400
x Brantford 62,043 SO 697 20,369
Chatham 15,000 69,950 35,667
X Fort Williem 10,900 98,300 32,000
Galt 16,525 100 10,613
x Guelph 20,605 1,033 22,962
x Hamilton 723,950 322,400 1,025, 600
x Kingston 12,157 75,945 26, 300
x Kitchener 39,122 1k AL 5y 'HS
x Loadon 150,835 43,270 79,075
Niagara Falls , 380 8,950 L6, 745
Oshawa 20, 500 1,850 7,950
X Ot:awa 325,240 38,600 163,260
Owen Sound 7,500 6,000 1,700
x Peterborough 14 9,000 29,865
x Port Arthur 6,268 , 989 7,785
X Stratford 7,803 24,650 9,710
x St. Catharines 158,085 9,155 77,935
x St. Thomas 6,140 2,800 6,380
Sarnia 16,150 19,089 56,000
Sault Ste. larie 56,631 2,335 15,695
x Toronto 869,425 698 185 2,451,868
York & East York Townships 460,580 174,581 649,930
Welland 14,195 2,200 2,875
x Windsor 29,455 16,2&6 198,170
Zast Vindsor 2,550 Nil 97,925
Riverside 35150 600 20,100
Sandwich 450 1,600 10,950
TWalkerville 8,000 12,000 16,000
Woodstock 4,017 647 13,927
Mani toba 311,275 00, 375 286,575
x Brandoén 75 Nilk: 139,150
St. Boniface 4,550 375 6,875
x Finnipeg 306,650 600, 000 1&0 550
saskatchewan 364,475 285,504 638 Les
x Mocse Jaw 3,575 1,655 111,&90
X Regina 2L, bs0 68,359 446, 530
x Saskatoon 114, 450 15,490 so,ug5
\lberta 1,281,023 217,128 1,427,629
x Calgary 208,090 &3 , 347 321,539
x Edmoaton 55,125 6,650 1,060, 575
Letubridge 1,009,600 11,376 40, 050
Medicine Hat 8,208 5,955 5,465
British Columbia 1,210,602 1,730,905 2,553,190
Xamloops 39,800 15,335 13,595
Janaimo 170 5,6{5 175
X Yew Westminster 45,975 22 19,225
Prince Rupert 9,518 850 9,100
x Vancouver 1,001,135 1, 622 » 335 1,785,435
Worth Vancouver 9,935 7.715 11,790
x Victoria 104,069 39, 785 693,870
Total - 61 Cities 92906, 567 5,929,587 13, 356, 787
xTotal- 35 Cities 8,182,854 5,560,994 12,014, 3¢

1/ Report not recelved.
16/4/35 us.
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