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3UILDING PSRMITS FOR AUGUST, 1931, WITH COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR JULY, 1931,
AYD AUGUST, 1930, AND OUMULATIVE FIGURES FOR FIRST EIGHT*MONTHS;-1920-1931.

There was a seasonal decline in the value of the building permits issued
during August, 1931, as compared with July, while in comparison with August of last year,
there wab also a considerable reduction; during the month under review, the 61 co-
operating centres authorized building estimated to cost $8,224,074, as compared with
$10,879,505 in July, 1931, and $14,029,564 in August, 1920. There was, therefore, &
decrcase of 2U.U4 p,c. in the first comparison, and of Y1.4 p.c. in the second. The
ageregate valuc of the building authorized in the first ecight months of this ycar, viz.,
$%g.575,853, was lower than in 1930, and also than in nost years of the record. In con-
sidering these data, however, it should be noted that therc has also been a very
significant declinc in wholesale costs of buildine materials, the Bureau's indcex,based
on the 1926 average as 100, having fallen from 15%.3 in the first eight months of 1920C,
to 83,4 in the period, January-August, 1931.

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics showing that they had issued
about 1,000 permits for dwellings estimated to cost nearly $3,900,C00, and over 2,000
permits for other buildings valued at more than $3,900,000. During July,  -authority was
granted for the erection of some 1,000 dwellings and 2,600 other buildings, estimated
at about $4,300,000 and $8,300,000, respectively.

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and Alberta reported gains as
compared with July, 1931, that of $285,851, or 97.9 p.c. in Alberta being most notc-
worthy. Of the reductions elsewherc indicated, that of $1,441,749 or 36.2 p.c. in
Quebec was greatest.

New Brunswick and Alberta reported a higher ageregate of building permits
issued than in August of last year, there being increases of 170.8 p.c. and 17.3 p.Ces
respectively, in those provinces, as compared with August, 1930. Declines in this
comparison were recorded in the remaining provinces, that of $2,302,624 or 39.9 p.c. in
Ontario being most pronounced.

Of the larger cities, Toronto showed improvement as compared with August, 1930,
but the total was smaller than in July, 1931, while Montrcal, Winnipeg and Vancouver
reported decreases in both comparisons. Of the other centres, Sydney, Fredericton, Saint
John, Threc Rivers, Oshawva, Petcrborough, St. Catharines, Sandwich, St. Boniface,
Edmonton, Medicine Hat and Nanaimo registered gains in both comparisons.

CUMULATIVZ RSCORD FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS, 1920-31.

The following table gives the value of the building authorized by 61 cities
during August and in the first eicht months of cach ycar since 1920, as well as index
numbers for the latter, based upon the total for 1920 as 10C. The average index numbers
of wholesalc prices of building materials in the first eight months of the ycars since
1920 arc also given (average 1926=100).

Value of Value of Indexes of value Average indexes of
Pormits Pernits of permits issued, wholesale pricecs of

Year Issued Issued first eight months, bullding materials in
in August in first (1920=100) first eight months,

oight months (1926 averagez100) -

g3l $ 8,224,074 $ 76,575,853 g8.7 83.4

1930 1k,029,564 115,268,330 133.6 93,4

1929 21,582,221 168,894,072 195.7 98,6

1928 17,448,5L2 1u2,2 7,485 168.3 9&.5

1927 29,478,373 126,690,292 1L46.8 96.8

1926 11’672'899 109,211,9 126, 101.%

192 9,251. 0% 88,223,328 102, 104, 3

192 9,006,733 81,762,08& 94,7 109.1

rge3 11,425,031 91,551,07 113.0 111.7

1922 18,158,972 105,181,416 121.9 108.

1921 10,928,039 77,665,614 90.0 128.6

1920 10,80%,8 86,303,601 100.0 - 15643

The aggregate for the first eight months of this yecar was 33.6 p.c. lower
than in 1930, and was aiso lower than the aveorage of $109,272,658 recorded in the eleven
years, 1920-1930, while the average index number of wholesale priccs of bdbuillding materials
was much lower than in any other year of this record. During August, the index of whole-
sale prices of building materials stood at 82.1, compared with 87.8 in August, 1930.

Table 1 gives the value of building permits issued by 61 cities during July
and August, 1931, and August 1930, The 35 citices for which rccords are available since
1910 arc narked thus "X",
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Esvluaied Cost of Builéing Work as Indicated by Building Permits Issued by 61 Cities.
Cities August 1971 JLy Y931 August 1930
B B s - - % 3

P.4.1. - Charlottctown - = Nil.

Wowra Scotia 325,365 298423 784,075

g Tl T 1 X 2741 865 2769895 6539 700
hev GCiasgow % 13,995 81,450
vdney 51,150 8,233 48,925
C*w Brunswick 170,670 91,635 63,027
Fredericton 43,950 2,475 Nil.
x Moacton 324390 69,830 35,932
% -Sadat John 9&,385 19,330 27,085
Quebee 2,5&0,63; 3,582, 387 3,724, 665
x Montreal - x Uaisonzcuve 2,092,943 3,C52,0U5 2,621,050
x Quudec 251,960 05,687 558,974
Shewinigan Falls 8,760 600 15,180
x Sherbrooke 85,400 18,000 113,600
x Three Rivers 28,025 6,350 21,950
% Westmount 13,550 99,705 493,911
Ontario 3,473,704 4,879,170 5y 776,333
Belleville 9,600 21,735 18,750
x Brantford 6,912 18,384 42,101
Chatham 8,500 5,500 9,517
x Fort Williem 10,250 38,450 217,725
Galt 19,070 15,505 72,669
% Gucelph 19,458 15,686 29, 350
% Hamilton 253, 500 878,700 490, 750
« Kingston 28,810 49,817 355,084
x Kitclenor 56,935 41,599 273,799
x London 236,950 109,920 385,620
Wizgara Falls 6,487 5,815 30 065
Oshawa 20,505 1,860 30
% Ottawa 165,655 4ho, 505 136 4
Ower Sound 5,000 15,800 15,200
x Peterborough 20,238 19,536 A\ ,720
x Port Arthur 1%, e 24,255 731,119
FISesatEord 6,649 UO A5G 76,803
r St. Jatharines 32,440 28,117 23,192
% St, Thomas 1,790 L2 2D 2,210
Sarnia 11,503 20,390 39,916
Sault Stc, Merie 201, 345 18,638 258,350
x Toronto 1,834,752 2,5, 215 1,u494,796
Yorls andé Zast York Townships u60,777 560,675 479,080
Telland 12,990 28,420 9,585
x Windsor sl 26 295185 Wlh,286
Bast Windsor 200 l,agg g,800
Riverside 3,280 1eis 19,088
Sandwich 3,15C 1,400 1,250
Wallzcerville NET: 1 000 28,000
Toodstock 5,967 Eg 17,596
Manitoba 253,582 347,400 782,690
= Brandon 3,752 4,200 7,260
St. Boniface 21,680 17,050 5y 380
% Winnipeg 228,150 326,150 770,050
Sasizatchewan 177,780 166,910 1,35u,iag
= Yoosse Jav 2,610 h85 364,
Tegina 64,095 65,985 185,052
= Suslmioon 111,07 99,440 gok,8

Alburte 580,90 295,053 495, 28l

z Undgary 203.133 158,811 233,039
%z Ecmentoan 32,8 115,965 176,275
Lethoridee 14,520 19,442 gl, 325
VEUlc ne Hat 20,390 835 1,645
Brisisk Columbia 700, 425 817,827 1,049,158
uamlcaps 4,983 8,215 5e825
Nanaino L5175 950 75

+ New Westminstor 26'050 56,000 50, 750
Prince Fupert 16,000 79,455 11,875

x Vencouver 571,530 660 910 th 691
liorth Vancouver 7,580 6,740 21,975
i "‘tﬁ"la oo %y 73,108 35,557 1231957
Potal - 61 Cities 8,224,074 10,879,505 14,029, 5Rl
-3 Poted - 35 Gities T, nkWe 10,052,552 12,713,496
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