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3:JILDIi 7  PITS FOR AUGUST, 1931 , WITH COARATIVE STATEIJTTS FOR JULY, 1 931 , 

A1D AUGUST, 1930,  .D CUITZATIVE FIG-t2ES FOR FIRST EIGHP MONTHS 19 20-1931. 
Thore was a Beasonal decline in the value of the building permits issued 

during August, 1931,  as compared with July, while in comparison with August of last year, 
there v7ab also a considerable reduction; during the month under review, the 61 co-
operating centres authorized building estimated to cost $9,2214,0714,  as compared with 
$10,879,505 inJuly, 1931,  and $14,029,5614 in August, 1930.  There was, therefore, a 
decrease of 214. 14 p.c. in the first comparison, and of 111. 14 p.c. in the second. The 
aggregate value of the building authorized in the first eight months of this year, viz,, 
$7b,575,853, was lower than in 1 930 , and also than in most years of the record. In con-
sidering those data, however, it should be noted that there has also been a very 
significant decline in wholesale costs of bui1in materials, the Bureau's indcx,bascd 
on the 1926  average as 100, having fallen from 156.3 in the first eight months of 1920, 
to 83.14 in the period, January-August, 1931. 

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics showing that they had issued 
about 1,000 permits for dwellings estimated to cost nearly $3,900,000, and over 2,000 
permits for other buildings valued at more than $3,900,000. During July, authority was 
granted for the erection of some 1,000 dwellings and 2,600 other buildings, estimated 
at about $14,300,000 and $3,300,000, respectively. 

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and Alberta reported gains as 
compared with July, 1931, that of $285,851, or 97.9 p.c. in Alberta being most not-
worthy. Of the reductions elsewhere indicated, that of $1,4 141,7 149 or 36.2 p.c. in 
uebec was greatest. 

New Brunswick and Alberta reported a higher aggregate of building permits 
issued than in August of last year, there being increases of 170.8 P.C. and 17.3 P.C., 
respectively, In those provinces, as compared with Augu.st, 1930-  Declines in this 
comparison were recorded in the remaining provinces, that of $2,302,6214 or 39.9 p.c. in 
Ontario being most pronounced. 

Of the larger cities, Toronto showed improvement as compared with August, 1930, 
but the total was smaller than in July, 1931, while Montreal, winnipeg and Vancouver 
'eported decreases in both comparisons. Of the other centres, Sydney, Fredericton, Saint 
John, Three Rivers, Oshava, Petorborough, St. Catharinos, Sandwich, St. Bonifaco, 
Edmonton, Medicine Hat and Ianaimo registered gains in both comparisons. 

cJLATIV RECORD FOR FIRST EIGHT M0IrT, 1920-31. 
The following table gives the value of the building authorized by 61 cities 

during August and in the first eiht months of each year since 1920, as well as index 
numbers for the latter, based uoon the total for 1920  as 100. The average index numbers 
of wholesale prices of  building materials in the first eight months of the years since 
1920 are also given (average 1926z100). 

Value of 	Value of 	Indexes of value 	Average indexes of 
Permits 	Permits 	of permits issued, 	wholesale prices of 

Year 	Issued 	Issued 	first eight months, building materials in 
in August 	in first 	(1920100) 	first eight months, 

- 	oight months 	- (1926 avera'oz10O) 
1931 	$ 8,22)4,07 14 	$ 76,575,853 	8$.7 	83)4. 
1930 	14,029,564 	115,268,330 	133.6 	93.24 
1929 	21,582,221 	168,8914,072 	195.7 	99.6 
1928 	17,14248,5 142 	1145,2147, 1485 	168.3 	97.5 
1927 	29,1478 ,378 	126 ,690, 292 	1146.8 	968 
1926 	11,67 2 ,599 	109, 211,9142 	126,5 	l0..7 
1925 	9,5l1,O0 	88,223,328 	102,2 	10L1.3 
1924 	9,1106,733 	81,762,083 	911.7 	 109.. 
1923 	11,1425,031 	97,551, 074 	113.0 	111.7 
1922 	18 ,158 ,9;2 	105,181,1416 	121.9 	108. 
1921 	10,9 28,039 	77,665,6114 	90.0 	128.6 
1920 	- 10,805,8146 	86,303,601 	100.0 	15613 

The aggregate for the first eight months of this year was 33.6 p.c. lower 
than in 3 930 , and was also lower than the avorage of $109,272,658  recorded in the eleven 
years, 1920-1930,  while the average index number of wholesale prices of building materials 
was much lower than in any other year of this record. During August, the index of whole-
sale prices of 'ouliding materials stood at 82.1, compared with 87.8 in August, 1 930 . 

Table 1 gives the value of building permits issued by 61 cities during July 
and August, 1931, and August 1930,  The  35 cities for which records are available since 
1910 are marked thus "X". 
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Ct of 	iiidin 	7ork as Indicated, by Building Permits Issued by 61 Cities. 

,uust 1931 July 1931 Aust 1930 
$ 

- Coariottetom - - Nil. 
Nov,-', Scotia 326,365 299,123 7814,075 

r1J.fax 2714,865 276,895 653,700 
11e.7 G.aso7 3 13,995 

51,150 8,233 248,925 
NOV Lrr!ck 170,670 91,635 63,027 

redoricton 243,950 2,475 Nil. 
x 	icto 32,335 69,830 35,932 

Joi'in 914,385 19,330 27,095 
Qua'c 2,5110,69 3,982,387 3,724,665 
• kontroal 	aisonnuuvc 2 ,092 ,9 3 3,e52,0 245 2? _1,050 
• QuJoec 251,960 205,687 558 ,97 24 
Sainigan Falls 8,760 600 15,180 

• Shrbrooke 85,400 18,000 113,600 
• Throc Rivers 28,025 6,350 21,950 
• 17eotmount 73,550 99,705 1439911 

Ontario 3, 473,709 24,879,170 5,776,333 
Bcllcvillo 9,600 21,735 18,750 

x Brantford 6,912 18,384 42,101 
Chatham 8,500 5,500 9,517 

x Port 	7i11iam 10,250 38, 2450 217,72 5 
Güt 19,070  15,505 72,669 

x Gmolph 19,2458 1,686 29,350 
Hamilton 253,500 878,700 11.90,750 

. 	Kitor, 28,810 249,817 355,084 
• Fitconor 56,935 141,599 273,799 
• London 236,950 19,920 385,620 

Yir-parrt Pails 6,2487 5,815 30,065 
0sa7a 20,505 1,860 20,2435 

• 0tta7a 165,655 1440,505 136,1140 
Ovcr Sound. 5,000 15,000 15,200 

• Pot crboroui 2039 19,536  124,720 
• Port Arthur 17,761 214,255 731,2419 
• Stratford 6,614.9 10,515 76 9 803 

St. 	atharinos 32,24140 28,117 23,192 
x St. Thomas 19790 12,1 110 2,210 

Sarnia 11,503 20,390 39,916 
Sault Ste. Mario 201,3245 18,638 258,350 

x Toronto 1,8324,752 2,14245,215 1,24914,796 
'for?: and mast Yor: Torinsi!ps 14.60,777 560,675 2479,080 

Tclland 12,990 28,1420 9 9 585 
x windsor 11,235 29,135 24124,286 

'ast Vinsor 2,100 1,350 8,800 
Riverside 3 9 280 10, 1400 19,125 
Santhith 3,150 1,1400 1,250 
a1kcrvi11c Nfl. 1,000 88,00C 

7oodstock 5,967 9,508 17,596 
ManItoba 253,582 3247,1400 782,690 
x Brandon 3 9 752 4,200 7,260 

St. Boniface 21,680 179050 5,380 
228,150 326,150 770,050 

asatchowan 177,780 166,910 1 0 3514, 332 
 J }000 	ar 2,610 1485, 3614., 

cina 624,095 661,985 185,052 
•o1.tron 111,07 99 9 14140 8024,8140 

Alt)a 580,90 14 295,053 2495,28 14 
1'.ry 203,15 24 158,811 233 9 039 

Lcmcrtton 311.2,8140 1159965 176,275 
LethorIde 124,520 19,141.2 814 9 325 
Mcdicne Hat 20,390 835 1 9 614.5 

ri;i,s 	Columbia 700, 1426 817,827 1,0249,158 
i.a'10ops 14,983 8 1 215 5,825 
Nanatho 1,175 950 75 

' fle 	Westminster 26,050 56,000 50,750 
rinco Thiport i6,000 39,1455 11,75 

x Varicouvor 571,530 6G07910 8324,691 
Iorth Vancouver 7 9 50 6,7140 21,975 
'i:tria- . 73,108 145557 123967 

- 61 Cities 8 , 2214 ,07 14. 10,879,505 14,029,56 1 1 
otI-j5 Cities 7,3124,412 - 10,052,552 1 2 ,713, 495 
, 	, 



II/ i//i 1III1 I/ i/ii/I/Ill 
1010544990 


