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Dominion Statistician:

Chief, General Statistics Branch

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics tabulated returns from 61 cities which grant-
ed building permits valued at $4,237,160 during April, as compared with $3,323,602 in
the preceding month, and $13,495,165 in the same month of last year.
fore, an increase of $913,555 or 27.5 p.c. in the first comparison, but a decrease of
In considering these figures,
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BUILDING PERMITS FOR APRIL, 1932, WITH COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR MARCH, 1932,
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$9,258,005, or 68.6 p.c., as compared with April, 1931.
it should be noted that the wholesale costs of building materials have this year

averaged much lower than in any of the past twelve years.
Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics, showing that they had issued

There was,

some 450 permits for dwellings valued at over $1,100,000 and for nearly 2,000 other

buildings estimated to cost more than $2,700,000.
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Port Arthur, St. Boniface and Moose Jaw - reported that they had authorized engineering
In March, authority was given for the
erection of nearly 400 dwellings and 1,100 other buildinge, valued at approximately

projects valued at approximately $22U,000.

$900,000 and $2,200,000, respectively, while five engineering projects valued at approx-

imately $128,000 were also reported.

Nova Scotla, New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia

recorded increases in the value of the building permits issued during April as compared
with March, 1932, the greatest gain of $345,583 taking place in Alberta.

As compared with April, 1931, New Brunswick reported an increase in the value

of the building authorized, while the remaining provinces recorded decreases, that of
$3,107,498, or 78.9 p.c. in Quebec being most pronounced.

Of the larger cities, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver registered increasés in
the building authorized during April as compared with the precedihg month, but declines
ag compared with April, 1931, while in Montreal there were decreases in both compariasons.

Of the smaller centres, Sydney, Fredericton, Saint John, Shawinigan Falls, Chatham.:

Kingston, Kitchener, Niagara Falls; QOshawa, St+ Thomas, Welland, Sandwich, St. Boniface,
Moose Jaw and Medicine Hat reported increases in the value of the building represented
by the permits issued, as compared with March, 1932, and April, 1931.

The foliowing table gives the value of the building authorized by 61 cities

during April and in the first four months of each year since 1920, as well as index

numbers for the latter, based upon the total for 1926 as 100.
of wholesale prices of building materials in the first four monthd of the same years are

also given (1926-=100).

Year

R
the months, January-April, in the years since 1920.

Value of
permits
issued in
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13,495,165
16,978,076
29, 656, 709
18,606,167
17,312,470
19, 0Lk, 4gg
15,482,383
13,689,101
18,530, 851
15,833, 688
13,500,360
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Value of
permits
igsued in
fist four

38,241,259
L6,471,338
72,606,937
51,769,505
42,340, 823
41,538,073
35,463,398
31,737,100
39,008,970
34,513,861
27,069,872

of permits issued
LRT I Pesedt o

mogt hs

The average index numbers

In addition, four cities - Brantford,

79.2
83,8
96.2
99.2
96.8
96.8
Wor 7
183 .1
111.6
110.8
10 ]
136.9

wholesale prices of
building materials
in firet four months
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The aggregate for the first four months of this year was below the average for

The average index number of whole-

sale prices of building materials, however, was also decidedly lower than in any other
year of the record.

Table 1 gives the value of the building permits issued by 61 cities during
April and March, 1932, and April, 1931. The 35 cities for which records are available

since 1910 are marked bhus "x",
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Estimated Cost of Building Work as Indicated by Building Permits as iasued by 61 Cihies.
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C. 4 =1=848 April, 1932 March, 1932 April, 1931
B bpateniin sy RSOSSN [ e TR o $
Prince Zdward Island-Charlottetown . ~ 2
Nova Scotia 213,207 55,850 1,179.865
x Halifax 108,256 50,560 LT
New Glasgow 26,250 770 57,15C
x Sydney 76,701 4,520 b 170
New Brunswick 250,290 1545 121. 40
Fredericton 2,700 5500 Nil
x Moncton 32,140 1,750 78,015
x Saint John 225, 450 12,505 L3 Yhs
Quebec 830,064 950,393 3.957.562
X lionireal - x Maisonneuve 661,312 839,108 3,226,562
x Quebec 69,557 71,785 222,965
Shawinigan Falls 7,350 700 £,L10
x Sherbrooke 17, 600 14.000 300, 700
x Three Rivers 1,970 2.,150 36,295
X Westmount 2,275 650 145, 630
Ontario 1,820,222 1,697,935 3,960,807
Belleville 17,125 2,400 21,700
x Brantford 35,361 20,028 41,478
Chatham 9,360 8, 700 4,440
x Tort William 40,850 11,050 53,400
Galt 13,151 18,521 22,397
x Guelph 11,100 25,425 33,243
x FHaiailton 97,750 113,500 389.300
x Kiagston 88,910 12, 645 5L, Lgs
x Fitchener 137, 564 4,710 58,970
x London 87,180 79,060 214,220
Niagara Talls 356,002 690 34,260
Oshawa 8, 685 1,475 6,475
x Ottawa 144, 775 350,275 u66, 645
Owen Sound 4, 500 Nil 15,000
x Peterborough 11,340 12,475 37,872
x Dort Arthur 17,666 2,725 41,180
x Stratford 4,200 1,020 17,798
x 35t. Catharines 11,919 5, 144 77,100
x St. Thomas 13,750 200 13,620
Sarnia 5,035 7,570 10,922
Sault Ste. Marie 9,453 12,067 29,245
x Toronto 817,173 588, 646 1,734, 630
York & East Yotk Townships 157,188 385,509 471,855
Felland 21,080 5, 750 19, 620
x Tinddor 10, 625 13,475 44,190
Tast Windsor Nil 994 990
Riverside - Wil 2,850
Sandwich 5, 650 4,500 1,600
Walkerville Nil 4,000 18,000
Toodstock 2,h10 7,281 £3,222
Manitoba 198,567 41,200 1,084,822
X - Braaden 4,997 500 21,027
St. Boniface 54,370 4,850 14, 445
x Winnipe;: 139,200 45,850 1,049,350
Saskatchewan 195,477 218,325 795, 781
x Moose Jaw 150,152 111, 800 L 166
x Regina 1841.7% 94,500 110,995
x Saskatoon 17,150 12,025 640, 520
Alberta 430,986 85,403 470,613
x Calgary 250,279 49,943 276,333
x Eémonton 160, 400 31,410 173.0%5
Lethbridge 12,512 2,405 19,220
Medicine Eat 7,795 1,645 1,975
British Columbia 288,3u7 258, 741 1,944, 255
Kamloops 4,080 975 1,255
Nanaimo 1,225 8,215 LLa9Ms
x New Westminster 8,250 12, 675 52, 95
Prince Rupert 1,020 12,965 2L, 755
x Vancouver 211,950 186,715 1, 130,69
North Vancouver 5,490 11,350 12.030
R R e e e SRR - 20 ERE 107, 535
Total - AL Cities 1,237,160 3,323,502 T 13,4c5,1605
LONEy SRJOREeR ¢ . i e e 3,824,429 2,820,670 12, 660,85
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